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PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


First Session OF THE First PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


Monday, 6th March 1950. 


The Assembly met tn the Assembly Chamber, Simla, at 11 a.m. ofthe clock. 


Mr. Speaker ( The Honourable Sardar Kapoor Singh ) in the Chair. 


SWEARING IN OF MEMBERS 
( Thakur Pancham Chand was called to take the oath ) . 


| Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: On a point of order, Sir... . ... 
Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member has not yet taken the oath and 
nless he does so, he cannot raise any point of order or make any 


peech. He cannot take his seat for participation 
f the House before taking the oath. 


in the proceedings 
Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: I want to draw your attention to’ the 
otice which was sent to the members. It says—~ 


In exercise of the powers conferred on him by Art. 174 of the Constitu- 
tion of India, His Excellency the Governor of Punjab is pleased to, 


summon the ai Legislative repent BIY to meet at the Assembiv 
r ame 


uere can be two alternatives, either weare meeting here as Members of 
e House or we are not. If we are meeting as Members of the House, 
im perfectly within my rights to raisea point of order. My submis- 
n js that since it isa House duly constituted .. f 

Mr. Speaker: I would invite the hon. Member’s attention to Art, 
of the Constitution which lays down.— 


Le 
= gh 


Every member of the Legislative Assembly of a State shali, before 
taking his seat, make and subscribe before the Governor, or some 
; person appointed in that behalf by him, an oath or affirmation .. 


! \ 


hat a member cannot take his seat unless he has taken the oath, 
chess move any motion or raise any point of order. 


Shr 


Bhim Sen Sachar: If you kindly zefer to Art. 174 


E 


2 = 


under which this House has been summoned to meet, you will see that i 


taking of oath is not necessary. 


Mn Speakar: I thank the hon. Member for having drawn my ( 
attention to that. I rule that oath taking is necessary before transact- 5 
ing any other business of the House. If the hon. Member wants to i : l 
false any pcint of order, he must first take the oath. 7 i) 


= 


THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS WERE THEN SWORN IN oo 

, Thakur Pancham Chand—Kangra North (General , Rural. | 

The Hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava—University. E j | 

The Hon. Shri Prithvi RIDER Azad—-Ambala and Simla (General). 2 
Rural (Reserved Seat). 


"The Hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi—Ex-Member, West Punjab 
Assembly representing North- 


ia e 


7 | Western Towns, (General), 

j Urban. 
The Hon. Sardar Nar arotam Singh—South-East Punjab (Sikh), Rural. 
br Shri Bhim Sen Sachar—Ex-Member, West Punjab Assembly repre- 


senting Lahore City (General) Urban. 
Ër" Captain Ranjit Singh— Hissar South (General), Rural. 
| 4 Sardar Partap Singh—Amritsar South, (Sikh), Rural. 
Sardar Jogindar Singh Mann— Ex-Member, West Punjab Assembly 
representing Gujranwala and 
Shahdara (Sikh), Rural. 
Orie (Sardar Ishar Singh Mujhail— Amritsar North (Sikh), Rural 
wer" Sardar Swaran Singh—Jullundur West (Sikh), Rural. 
Shri Behari Lal Chanana—Ex-Member, West Punjab Assembly 
representing South-East Multan division 5 1 
(General), Rural. 
es Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt—Ex-Member, West Punjab 


Prous t 
i Assembly representing North- 
i Eastern Towns (General) : " 
Urban. i H 
| l a -e >| 
The Speaker was Sworn in earlier by H. E. the Governer. | / ‘ ` i 
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Dr. Sant Ram Seth—Amritsar City (General), Urban. 

Sardar Jagjit Singh Mann —Jullundur Division, Landholders. 

Shri Virendra —Ex-Member, West Punjab Assembly representing 
West Multan Division (General), Rural. 

S.th Sudarshan—Eastern Towns (General), Wrban. 

Chaudhri Suraj Mal— Hansi (General), Rural. 


Shrimati Sita Devi—Ex-Member, West Punjab Assembly represen- 
ting Lahore City (General) (Women), Urban. 


_Shrimati Dr. Parkash Kaur—Amritsar (Sikh), (Woman). 
‘Chaudhri Kartar Singh—Hoshiarpur West (General), Rural. 
° Sardar Kabul Singh- Jullundur East (Sikh), Rural. l 

Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma— Kangra West (General), Rural. 

Sardar Dalip Singh Kang—Ex-Member, West Punjab Assembly 
representing Lyallpur East (Sikh), 
Rural. i 

Professor Sher Singh— Jhajjar (General), Rural. 

Thakur Beli Ram--Kangra East (General), Rural. 


ret 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi—Ex-Member, West Punjab Assembly represen- 
ting Lyallpur and Jhang (General), Rural. 
Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish—Ambala Division, Landholders. ; 
ia Gurbachan Singh—Ferozepere West (Sikh), Rural. 
Chaudt sti Jagdish Caa nder—Karnal North (General), Rural. 
Sardar Ajit Singh—Ex- Member, West Pun ab Assembly represen- 
ting South-West Punjab (Sikh), Rural. | 
Chaudhri Matu Ram—Ludhiana and Ferozepore (General), Rural 
(Reserved seat). 
Chaudkri Harbhaj Ram—Ex Member, West Punjab Assembly 
representing Lyallpur and Jhang 
; . (General), Rural (Reserved seat). 
i . Pandit Faqir Chand—Ex-Mem“er, West Punjab Assembly represen- 
eo - ting West Lahore Division (General), Rural. 
f i ore [The Hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa—Ex-Member, West 
E Punjab Assembly 1epresenting Sialkot (Sikh), 
. ' Rural. ‘ 
Sardar Shiv Saran Singh— Kangra and Northern Hoshiarpur (Sikh), 


Rural. 
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Sardar Indar Singh—Eastern Towns (Sikh), Urban. 
Sardar Kehr Singh—Jagraon (Sikh), Rural. 
Sardar Waryam Singh—Batala (Sikh), Rural. i 
Sardar Udham Singh Nagoke— Amritsar Central (Sikh), Rural. 
Shrimati Shanno Devi Sehgal -South-Eastern Towns (General) 
. Urban. D 
Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha—Jullundur (General), Rural. j 


Chaudhri Sundar Singh—Ex-Member, West Punjab Assembly 
a representing Amritsar and Sialkot 
(General), Rural {Reseved Seat). 


Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar-Non-Union Labour. coe | 


_ Shri Prabodh Chandra—Gurdaspur (General), Rural. Í aoe 


Shri Kedar Nath Saigal—Amritsar (General), Rural. 


_ Shri Bhagwan Das—East Punjab Commerce and Industry. 


Chaudhri Sahib Ram—Hissar North, (General), Rural. 
Sardar Rattan Singh Gill—Ferozepore East (Sikh) Rural. 
Chaudhri Samar Singh— Karnal South (General), Rural. 


Bhagat Buja Ram--Loharu,Dujana and Pataudi States. 


Thakur Dalip Singh Kangra South (General), Rural. 


Cnaudhri Prem Singh South-East Gurgaon (General), Rural 
| (Reserved Seat). j 
Chaudhri Mehr Chand — Hoshiarpur-West (General), Rural (Reserved 
F Seat). 
Master Gurbanta Singh -Jullundur (General), Rural (Reserved 
Seat). | 
Pandit Jiwan Lal—South-West Gurgaon (General), Rural. 
Mahant Prem Singh -Ex-Member, West Punjab Assembly repre- 
senting Gujrat and Shahpur (Sikh), Rural. 
Jathedar Man Singh— Ex-Member, West Punjab Assembly repre- 
senting Sheikhupura West (Sikh), Rural. y 
{ 


Bey 
R 
Fe an 


Sant Narindart Singh —Ex-Member, West Punjab Assembly repre- 


senting Montgomery East (Sikh), Rural. 
4 
Sardar Bachan Singh--Ludhiana Central (Sikh), Rural. 


5 


r 


Sardar Sajjan Singh- Patti (Sikh), Rural. 
Mehta Ranbir Singh—Ludhiana and Ferozepore (General), Rural. 


The following members were Sworn in by the Speaker in his room : 


tda Sardar Jaswant Singh Duggal—Ex-Member, West Punjab Assembly repre- 
= senting North-West Punjab (Sikh), Rural. ‘ 
Seth Ganga Saran—Trade Union labour 
Sardar Piara Singh—Hoshiarpur South (Sikh), Rural. 
Sardar Shiv Singh— Gurdaspur North (Sikh), Rural. 
Ema! (Sardar Kartar Singh—Ex-Member, West Punjab Assembly representing 
G Lyallpur West (Sikh)' Rural. 
` Chaudhri Lahri Singh—Rohtak North (General), Rural. 
Rao Mohar Singh — North-West Gurgaon (General), Rural. 
Chaudhri Badlu Ram--Rohtak Central (General), Rural. ~ 
Sardar Sarmukh Singh--Ambala North (Sikh), Rural. 
‘ Sardar Tara Singh-—Ferozepore South (Sikh], Rural. 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma—-Southern Towns [General], Urban. 
. e Chaudhri Sundar Lal—Karnal North General], Rural [Reserved Seat]. 


— ——— 29 


= = PROCEDURE RE. 
ADDRESS BY GOVERNOR 


Mr. Speaker: As the honourable Members are aware, His Ex- 
cellency the Governor is addressing the Assembly at 3 pm. today and 
members are expected to be in their seats ten minutes earlier. To- 
morrow and the day after the Assembly will have a discussion on that 
address. The procedure would be that a Member from the Government 
side will move a vote of thanks to the Governor and another Member 
will second that motion. Members will havea right to move amend- 
ments to that motion and notices of those amendinents should be given 
to the Assembly office before 2 p.m. tomorrow, | 


ER AEs Me 


The Assembly then adjourned till 2 p.m. on Tuesday, 7th March 1950. 


ne Cory 


ú 
ADDRESS BY GOVERNOR | 
: His Excellency the Governor arrwed in procession with the officers of. 
= the Assembly and his per sona staff at 3 p.m. and took his seat on the Throne 
in the Chamber. l 
His Excellency the Governor : Members of the endive Assembly, 
may I, at the outset, greet you all most còrdialiy and say how much I 
Original with; 
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welcome this opportunity—my first one—of adderssing this House. This 
is also the first time we are in session after the inauguration of the 
Sovereign Deinocratic Republic of India. I say “we”? and. not “yow”, 
since the Legislature consists inter alia of the Governor. 


I have had the privilege of being associated with the Punjab State 
right from the beginning, and have shared. with my Government and my 
fellow-citizens trials and troubles of unparalleled magnitude which faced us 
on the partitio of the country. The few months after the 15th August, 
1947, were full of great anxiety and intense strain to us all, and looking 
back after a lapse of two-and-a-half years it is a matter of gratification 
to my Governnienc ahd to me personally that not only were we able to 
turn the corner in less than two months, but we also succeeded in restor- 
ing normal conditions very shortly afterwards. For this we are greatly 
indebted to our people who co- -operated with us wholesheartedly under 
very difficult and adverse conditions, and also ‘to our gallant Indian Army 


and our devoted permanent Services, Police and Executive, who bore 
the brunt of the burden. 


To-day the law and order position ; in our State may be described 
es satisfactory. The Police is up to its normal strength, and its morale, 
particularly of the Provincial Armed kolice, which in conjunction with 
the Indian Army is protecting eur border, stands high. All known 
gangs of dacoits have been liquidated, and serious crime in 1949 was 
substantially less than in 1948. It has been the constant endeavour of 
my Government progressively to improve standards of training, discipline 
and conduct in the Police, so that our State may have a force second to 
none in India. Relations between the Police and the public are also 
being adjusted satisfactorily in the context of new conditions, and my 
Government looks forward to an increasing measure of co-operation on 
the part cf all our citizens with the Police in their vital tasks of the 
maintenance of peace and tranquillity and the safeguarding of life and 
property. This is all the more necessary, as existing circumstances 
demand that we must be constantly on our guard against subversive or 
aWless elements in the State, whose aim, we know, is to exploit discontent 
Idue to conditions, economic and other, and thereby to produce confusion 
and chaos mainly by resorting to violence and intimidation. It has been 
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. and will continue to be the aim of my Government to deal with and 


remedy, as far as they can, conditions which give rise to genuine and 
legitimate discontent. At the same time, it ‘is my Government’s deter- 
mination not to allow anti-social elements of any kind to disrupt public 
order and security, and I know that in this my Government is sssured 
of the full support of this House and also of all law-abiding citizens. | 


Relief and rehabilitation of our fellow-citizens who had perforce to 
evacuate from West.Pakistan, have been the major pte-occupation of my 
Government ever since our State came into existence. N umbers in relief 
camps now total a little over a lakh, and since October last free rations 
have been restricted p.imarily to unattached women and children and the 
aged and the infirm. For those who will eventually stay on in camps— 
and their number may be about 80,000—we are constructing mud huts. 
For those of the poor displaced persons who are living in the congested 
slum areas of towns, a cheap housing scheme is being worked out. For 
pro viding opportunities for gainful emyloyment to the residents in camps, 
a scheme of establishing Work Centres is under execution, and already 
about one thousand persons are working in these Centres. The remainder 
are at present eking out a livelihood in a fashion, and my Government 
expect that the vast bulk of them will be absorbed in the economy of the 
State when quasi-permanent allotment of land is complete, when all 
the Work Centres are on the ground, and also when industrial Powe 
to which I shall refer late1, come into being. 


As regards rural rehabilitation, quasi-permanent allotment of land 
is within sight of finishing. Honourable Members are aware that for this 
purpose our State and the Patiala and East Punjab States Uhion form 
one unit. Up to the 28th of February, 1950, allotment orders had been. 
issued in respect of 74.3 per cent of evacuee land in the Punjab. The 


corresponding percentage for PEPSU was 40.2 and the combined peresent- 


age for the Punjab and PEPSU was 68. I have just obtained the latest 
figures which are up to the 3rd March. Allotment orders have been 
issued in respect of 76.5 per cent of land in the Punjab and 45.7 per cent 
in PEPSU. The combined percentage is 71.2. It will be seen that we 
are making rapid progress. It is our anticipation that all allotment orders _ 


O 
P 
D 
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will have been issued by the end of this month, if not a little earlier. 


i very of possession to new allotees, census and allotment of evacuee 
houses in rural areas, allotment of evacuee gardens and leasing of agri- 
cultural land within urban limits are likely to be completed before the 
middle of June, if not even earlier, in respect of some of these items. 
With the completion of this phase, about 25 lakhs of persons will have 
been rehabilitated on land. Workin connection with the allotment of 
land is, as the House is aware, extremly complicated. Sush mistakes 
as have occurred have ‘mostly been unavoidable, and, on the whole, this 


. may well be regarded as an achievement with which all of us,whether the 
`. Government or the people, will have reason to be generally satisfied. My 


Government is well aware of the shortage of houses for our displaced 
persons in rural areas, and will help them in making it good within the 
limits of its resources. The work of consolidation oi holdings in evacuee 
areas, the review and revision of allotment orders on applications by 
aggrieved persons, and the preparation of rehabilitation records will be 
taken in hand soon after delivery of possession, and will be finished witk- 
out any avoidable delay. The peasantry which nas had to come over to 
us from West Pakistan is, perhaps, the finest in India. I need hardly 
say that they will make the very best use of the land, and if Indra, the 
god of rain, favours us with good monsoons during the next two years, 
our displaced peasantry will once again be fully on their f2et. We have 
given them generous financial assistance during the last two years, the 


amount advanced as loan being Rs. 2,30 lakhs. In the current financial 


year about Rs. 85 lakhs would be disbursed as taccavi. Adequate pro- 
vision has also been made for this purpose in 1950-51. I would here like 
to mention two interesting features of rural resectlement. Une is the 
setting up of 26 garden colonies, for which about 20,090 acres of land 
spread all over the State have been reserved. This land his been’ allotted 
to about one thousand persons, who will form Co-operative Societies, and 
to whom it is proposed to advance loans for the development of garden 
colonies. Another feature is the reservation of 51 villages with an area 
of about 28,090 standard acres for the settlement of military personnel. 
My Government is very glad that this‘ has been possible. The Punjab 


has been the sword-arm of India, and may she always continue to 
7 
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The rehabilitation of urban displaced persons has been full of 
difficulties. Houses, shops and factories left bv Muslims in the Punjab 
have been fewer and immeasurably inferior to those left by our people 
in West Pakistan. The Muslims in urban areas were mostly technicians, 
i artisans and labourers whereas our people are traders and shopkeepers, 
and also industrialists. We have allotted all the houses, shops and 
factories. There are not, however enough of them to go round, and it 
has been our endeavour to supplement this deficiency as best as we can. 
I refer here to the construction of twelve model townships to form 
adjuncts of flourishing towns, which has practically -been completed, and 

E to the laying out ot 6,800 building sires in these townships. These two 

w schemes have so far cost us.about Rs. 3 crores. I refer aiso to the 
scheme for industrial areas, which aims at providing sites jor one 

thousand factories with a labour potential of 40,000. There are eight 


ww 


such industrial areas, out of which six have already beew laid out, and in 
whieh about 850 sites have been sold. The Vocational Trainiug Centres, 
run both by our Department of Industries aud the Directorate of Resettle- 
ment aud Employment, have already provided training in crafts and 
vocations to a large number of displaced persons. In addition, liberal 
financial assistance has been given for facilitating rehabilitation in small 
business, industry aud professions. The amount advanced so far is a 
little over Rs. 1,39 lakhs as loans amd Rs. U8 lakhs as grants. Again, 
loans of a little over Rs. 17 lakhs have been given to over 450 Co-opera- 
tive Societies consisting of displaced urban persons. For meeting the 
sequirements cf our bigger businessmen and industrialists, the Rehabilita- 
tion Finance Administration set up by the Government of India has so 
far advanced Rs. 79 lakhs as loans. Moreover, at the request of my 
Government that Administration has recertly decided to give preference in 
the grant of loans to those purchasers of industrial sites in industrial areas 
whose applications will be sponsored by our Government. Loans to displa- | 
e ced students amount to Rs. 24 lakhs and grants to them to Rs 37 lakhs. 
In fine, my Government claims that it has done its best in regard to urban 
rehabilitation within the available resources. It is conscious, however, 
of the fact that urban displaced persons are not fully satisfied, and are 


‘ 
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at times bitter. This lack of satisfaction and even this bitterness are 
understandable, and are mainly due to the fact that a scheme for 
compensation for the urban property they have left behiad has not yet 
been evolved. This is one of the subjects which is in issue between India 
and Pakistan, and all I can say is that both mv Government and the 
‘Government of India have availed themselves of every opportunity of 
urging its vital importance. A preliminary step, which has been under- 
taken, is the promulgation by the Centre of the Displaced Persons 
(Claims) Ordinance of 1950, under which#machinery will be set up shortly 
for inviting and verifying the claims of our displaced persons owning i 
urban property. 


wh 


The task of rehabilitation, both rural and urban, has been stupen- | eet 
dous, and whatever measure of success we have so far achieved is due very 
largely to our displaced fellow-citizens who have throughout this very 
trying period shown courage, fortitude, self-respect and resilience of a 
very high order. No tribute which we can pay to them could be too 
great. My Government owes it to them to continue to do its very best 
fully to complete their rehabilitation, and is determined to discharge 


its obligation in this matter in the fullest possible measure. 


My Government is dealing with the problem of increased food pro- 
duction on a top priority basis. The salient facts in this regard are well 
known to the House. In a normal year our deficit in wheat amounts to 
1,12,000 tons. On the other hand, we are surplus in gram, with the 
result that in a normal year our overall deficit in foodgrains is of the orde 
of 38,000 tons. The task before us is not merely one of wiping off the 

a comparatively small overall deficit, but of bridging the gap between 
pioduction and requirements of wheat to the extent of 1,12,000 tons, 
The gap has to be bridged very largely by increase in the production of 
wheat. We launched several schemes to this end during 1949-50 at a 
cost of Rs. 1,70 lakhs, wh!le for the coming year we have asked the 
Government of India for funds amounting to Rs. 1.86 lakhs. Our 
schemes comprise reclamation of waste land and its follow-up cultivation 
by tractors, the passing of additiunal supplies of water in our existing 


` irrigation channels by raising their banks, the digging of new channels, 
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the taking over by the Irrigation Department of canals like the Shah 

Nehr and the Grey Canals, the sinking of tubewells and percolation wells, 

conservation and composting of manure, use of pure seed, eradication of 

N = pests and the destruction of wild animals. Already we have achieved 

good results, and my Government will continue to concentrate its atten- 

tion on increasing the production of food, so that self-sufficiency is achiev- 

t ed by the end ef 1951, if not even earlier. The key to this is our farmer. 

He is our base and our foundation ; him we must reach, and that too 

most effectively ; to him we must go constantly ; him we must teach; 

him we must guide; him we must tell what to do and what not to do, 

© o how to do and how not to do. Slogans here will not help us; mere words 

will be of no avail; our advice to him must be such as he can adopt on 

his land with his resources, supplemented by aid from us. My Govern- 

ment is, therefore; always thtnking of every possible avenue of reaching 

him and enlisting his whole-hearted co-operation in this vital and urgent 

task. We have already formed village, tehsil and district food prcduc- 

tion committees,‘and have made the Deputy Commissioner. responsible 

for the success of the Grow-More-Food campaign and consequentially for 

the co-ordination of all effort, official and otherwise, in this behalf. Side 

by side with increased food production, avoidance of waste of food in 

any shape or form is essential, and my Government commends, at 

least, to the non-vegetarian sections of our people, the Miss-a-Meal Move- 
ment, which has not only a practical but a psychological value. 


Our procurement, both of wheat and rice, has been excellent this 

year. We have obtained up to date 217,000 tons of wheat and about 

| 50,000 tons of rice against our target of 172,090. tons and 20,000 tons 

x | respectively. In fact, we shall be able to export 20,000 tons of rice. 

| This increased procurement, particularly of wheat, is most welcome, as 

it will enable us to carry over a reserve of about 80,000 to 90,000 tons 
of wheat, which will stand us in good stead. 


i 
The future of our State rests a good deal on the Bhakra and Nangal 
Project, which, when completed, will revolutionise the agricultural and 
industrial economy of our State and rank as the second largest Hydo- 
; Electric System in the world. Progress on this Project has generally 
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been satisfactory. A sum of Rs, 7'5 crores has been promised definitely 
by the Government of India for this Project during the financiál year 
1950-51. My Government had pressed the Government of India to allot 
a much larger sum for this Project in the coming year, but having regard 
to their financial resources this has not been found possible just at the 
moment. We have been informed, however, that the position will in all 
probability be reviewed after a few months, and also that the Prime 
Minister of India is anxious that no important work connected with the 
Project should be delayed or stopped. My Government will continue to 
press the Government of India for additional funds, and is certain that 


_ they will accommodate our State in this matted to the greatest. possible | 


extent. Certain other matters connected with the Project are under 
consideration in consultation with the Government of India. The first 
is the question of the agency of construction of the Bhakra Dam, 
second is the distribution cf supplies of water between our State, 


© PEPSU and Bikaner ; and third is the draft agreement with Bilaspur 


Qinal with; 


in whose territory lies the site of the Dam. My Government is taking 
all possible steps for an early settlement of these matters. 


As the House is aware, my Government has taken ‘a decision to 
go ahead with its plans for a new Capital at Chandigarh. The decision 
to locate the Capital at this place was reached ab ut two years ago in 
consultation with the Government of India after a most exhaustive 
examination of all possible sites. We expect to receive from the Govern- 
ment of India a loan cf Rs. 1 crore per annum for this purpose for the 
next three years. My Government proposes, after the completion of the 


Master Plan which has been entrusted to Mr. Albert Mayer, a well-known 


American Town Planner, to call advance instalment payments from 
intending purchasers of residentialand commercial sites in the Capital, 


and with the finances thus made available, to proceed with the Project. 


My Government will provide alternative land to the  agriculturists 


whose Jands are acquired for the Capital. 


It is an axiom of administration that the permanent Services are 
the instrument of Government for executing its policies, and to the 
extent that public servants of all grades are not efficient, disciplined, 
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impartial, honest, contented and progressive, to that extent the imple- 
menation of policies will be defective. Mý Government, therefore, regards 
the progressive improvement of the administrative machinery of the 
State as one of its important tasks, and I would like here to give it as 
my personal opinion based on knowledge that our administration is im- 


proving steadily. There is. of course, much to -be done. A few of our — 


departments are not yet fully organised or adequately manned for the 
tasks they are called upon to uidertake. Corruption is still p reyalent 
though it is the considered opinion of my Government that it has been 
brought under a great measure of control. Discipline is still not as- 
strict as ıt should be, and there is obviously considerable scope fọr in- 
creasing efficiency and reducing delays. The improvement in the general 
tone and spirit of administration cannot be achieved by any spectacular 
step. This is a task which has to be done day. in and day out with 
patience, firmness and tact, and my Government is doing this. It is not, 
however, Government alone which can make the Services fully perfect ; 
the public in general and you, their representatives, can do a great deal 
to assist Government in this sphere. My Government is confident ‘that 
this help, which can be rendered in various ways, will be forthcoming 
without stint. A great deal of strain has been placed on all our Services, 
patitularly those of the higher grades during the last two and a half years, 
and on behalf of my Government I take this opportunity of paying them 
a tribute for their unfinching loyalty and steadfast devotion to duty. 


In this session you will be called upon to deal with the Budget 
for 1950-51, and Legislative business. I do not wish to anticipate the 
the Budget, but my Government trusts that the House will find it emi- 
nently satisfactory. Expenditure has had to be curtailed, and additional 
revenues have had to be raised. Beneficent departments have not been 
starved. In fact, increased provision has been made for several of them. 
The axe has fallen almost exclusively on departments which are in 
popular parlance not classed as “‘ beneficent. ° | 


Members of the Assembly, the Legislative programme in front of 
you is fairly heavy. You will have at least 28 bills for your considera- 
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tion, and in 1 this Address I will only touch ‘briefly upon the more impor- 
tant ones, The first of these styled j The Punjab Prevention of Black. 
marketing Bill 195 ” is designed to prevent black-marketing in the 
‘State, It contains a comprehensive definition of black- -marketing, and 
provides for the imposition of deterrent punishment in addition to fine 
and forfeiture. It also contains a special provision for giving adequate 
publicity to convictions under the law. Legislation on son.ewhat similar 
lines has already been enacted in the States of West Bengal, Uttar 
Pradesh and Bihar,and my Government considers that it is high time 
that this anti-social practice, which i is responsible for so much hardship 
to the public, was dealt with in the firmest and most effective manner. 
Next is the Gaon Panchayat Bill, prepared in the light of one of the 
Directive Principles of State Policy in our new Consitutioa, which 
enjoins the State to take steps to organize village panchayats and endow 
them with such powers and authority as may be necessary to enable them 
to function as units of self-government. The third relates to the aboli- 
tion of Kuri Kamini, a somewhat irksome and outmoded village cess, 
which it is the custom for members of the proprietary body in certain 
districts to levy from non-proprietors, and wich has been a source of 
friction. The fourth is the Restraint on Dowry Bill, a measure designed 
to mitigate an evil, about which social reformers have been agitating tor 
decades. The fifth is a comprehensive Health Bill, which, if passed into 
law and also implemented, will greatly improve health and sanitation, 


particula‘ly in rural areas. The sixth is the Co-operative Societies Bull, 
a measure which seeks to bring the Co-operative Lawup to date and to 
remove the defects noticed in the working of the present Act. Itis pro- 


posed to circulate the Bill for eliciting public opinion. 


Members of the Assembly, J venture with your permission toend on 


a personal note. Our State is new, having come into being only two and 
a half years ago. Though we have achieved stability and made con- 
siderable progress, many difficult problems,some of which I have men- 
tioned in my address, still confront us. We may also have to face 
dangers, whether arising within or outside our State. It is, therefore, 
incumbent on all of us to be more vigilant and work harder than before, 


SA 


15 
ği and also to maintain complete unity and perfect discipline. In this 
matter a heavy responsibility rests particularly on you my friends, the 


representatives of the people of our State. Let not pettiness or senseless 
strife or quarrels mar our activities. Let the highest sense of public 


š duty permeate and guide all our actions, and let us all devote ourselves 
unitedly and whole-heartedly to the service cf our State, specially 
bearing in mind the fundamental importance of promoting the welfare 

¢ and happiness of the common citizen. It is for the common citizen 
that the Father of the Nation lived and laboured and it is for this that 
he led us to freedom. | 
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PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


First Session of the First Punjab Legislative Assembly 
Tuesday, 7th March 1950. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Simla at 2p.m 


of the clock. Mr. Speaker (the hon. Sardar Kapoor Singh) in 
the Chair. 


‘Sea RSC 


SWEARING IN BY MEMBERS. 
Shri Rattan Singh Tabib (Ambala and Simla, General, Rural) 


was sworn in. 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


CLERICAL STAFF IN THE EAST PUNJAB CIVIL 
SECRETARIAT 


*1281. Sardar Sajjan Singh > Will 
Minister be pleased to state :— 


the hon. Chief 
(a) the number of the temporary Junior and Senior Clerks, 
Assistants, Head Assistants, Assistant Superintendents 
and Superintendents in each Branch of the East Punjab 
Civil Secretarixt on 31-8-49 with service of :— 
(i) more than 7 years, 
(ii) more than 6 years, 
(iii) more than 5 years, 
(iv) more than 4 years, 


(v) more than 3 years; 


(b) whether the Government has under consideration any 
proposal for making these employees permanent ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava 


(a) It is regretted that the amount of labour tooled | in dee 


collection of this information will not be commensurate with the 
a benefits that may accrue. ` 
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(Premier) 


(b) The question‘ of the confirmation of these employees is 
under consideration. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: MayI know whether Government 


have taken any steps to remove the difficulties of those tempo- 
rary Government servants who have a service of more than 
seven years to their credit ? 


Chief Minister - I have already stated that the question of : 


their confirmation is engaging the attention of the Government. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Chief Minister 
please tell us whether any minimum or maximum period has 
been laid down by which a temporary government servant could 
become permanent ? 

Chief Minister: I think a probation period is laid down 
but Icannot say whether any maximum limit of this period has 
been fixed. 

Sardar Sajjan Singh: Is the Chief Minister aware that the 
Pay Commission appointed by the Government of India had 
made a recommendation that no Government servant should be 
allewed to remain on temporary basis for more than two years ? 
If sa, what action does he propose to take in the matter in the 
light of that recommendation ? 

Chief Minister: But so far we are concerned, no definite 
period is laid down after the expiry of which temporary govern- 
ment servants can secure confirmation. 

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: But what is the minimum 
period by which a temporary government servant’s confirmation 
is possible ? 

Chief Minister: At least two years. 


FREE JOURNEY PASSES FOR GOVERNMENT SERVANTS 
CLASS IV 


*1282. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minis- 
ter be pleased to state :— 
(a) whether the Government is aware of the fact that when 
any Government servant of class IV obtains leave to go 
home in Kangra and other far off districts he has to 


bear railway and road journey expenses from his own 


pocket; 


X 
$ 
¢ 
s 
é 
ny 
J 


ow Oe 


men Rs 


Original wi x 


Punjab i Sabha 


Digitiz 


Panja 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS (2) 3 


(b) if the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative whether 
the Government proposes to introduce free "journey 
passes for the Government servants of class IV, if 
not, the reasons for the same ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : 
(a) Yes. 


(b) No. The acceptance of the proposal involves a heavy 
liability which the Government is not in a position to bear at 
the present moment. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: May T know whether. if the 
Government is not in a postion to issue free journey passes to 
class IV government servants, will it devise an alternative 
for mitigating their difficulties ? 


Chief Minister: T see no reason why travelling expenses 
should he paid toa person who proceeds home on leave. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: Isthe hon. Chief Minister aware 
that the Railwav Administration issues free journey passes to 


its employees? If so, will he take stens to grant similar 
facilities to the class IV government servants ? 


Chief Minister: I think this question should be addressed 
to the Government of India which is responsible for the Railway 
Administration and its employees. So far as this Government 
is concerned, it does not issue free journey passes to its 
employees. 


COMPLAINTS AGAINST POLICE OFFICERS. 


*1283. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief 
Minister he pleased to state :— 


(a) the number of the complaints received by the District 
Police Officers from the public in which charges of 
bribery and corruption were made against the police 
officers and other employees of the Police Department 
between 1-4-48 and 31-3-49 in each District ; 

(b) the number of such complaints inquired into in each l 
district during the aforesaid period ; 


(c) the number of such complaints found baseless on 
enquiry ; 
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(Sardar Sajjan Singh) 


(d) the number of the cases in which complaints for 
failure to establish their cases were proceeded against 
under section 182 of the Indian Penal Code during 
the above mentioned period ; 


(e) the number of the cases which were proved : 
(i) the number of the police officers and constables who 
were found guilty and were awarded punishment ; 
(ii) the nature of the punishment awarded _in each case, 


and 
(iit) the number of cases still pending enquiry : 


(£) the number of the complaints filed in the Courts in 
each district during the aforesaid period against Police 

a Officers and constables on the charges of bribery and 
corruption; the number of cases dismissed ; the number 


of the cases which were established and the accused 
punished ; and the number of the cases still pending in 
courts ? 
The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : 
The required information is givenin the statement, a copy 
of which is laid on the table.* 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: The statement indicates that out 
of 280 complaints 237 were found baseless and out of the rest, 


action was taken only against six cases. May I know why other 


cases have been left out and not proceeded with ? 

Chief Minister: Government decided to take action 
against those cases which it deemed proper. 

Sardar Sajjan Singh: May I know whether there was 
not an iota of truth in all those 237 cases which were declared 
as baseless ? 

Chief Minister: [Itis a question of opinion. 

Sardar Sajjan Singh: May I know whether Government 
intends to take any steps to discourage people for putting in 
false complaints ? 

Chief Minister: We can only appeal to the public to 
desist from lodging false complaints. The other method, of 


course, is that persons found guilty of making baseless complaints 


*Kept in the Library 
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7 should be challaned and prosecuted. But Government does not 
consider this! proper at present. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: Ifthe Government is not prepared 
to take action against persons putting in false complaints, then 
how does it propose to avoid harassment to Government 
servants and waste of time involved in investigating cases which 
ultimately turn out to be baseless ? 


fe Chief Minister: I have already stated that responsible 
persons should appeal to the people to refrain from making 
false complaints. | 


: Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Maz I know whether any 
z regular register is maintained by the police for recording the 
entry of complaints of corruption ? 


| . 7 Chief Minister: I require notice for this question. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is the Chief Minister aware 
2 | that usually the reply to questions concerning complaints of 


corruption. is given as complaints found baseless? ° 
ie Speaker : It isa matter of opinion. 
Chief Minister: My -hon. Friend should know that 
prosecution is taken up in genuine cases. No person can be. 


challaved merely for the sake of starting proceedings against 


him. 
Q 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know whether a 
complaint which is declared as baseless, does not contair any 
truth ? 


+ 
» 


Chief Minister : When it is found baseless, it means that 
the contents of the complaints are wrong P 


- 


Shri Virendra: May I know whether it has come to the 
d 4. notice of the Government that certain complaints were lodged 
i with the Police but the same were not recorded 2 


Chief Minister: Ifthe hon. Member brings any such case 
to my notice, action will certainly be taken. i 
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TEMPORARY POSTS 


“1285: Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief 
Minister be pleased to state :— 

(a) whether the Government has decided that all temporary 
posts above Rs. 50 per month will be filled in future 
on the recommendations of the Public Service 
Commission : if so, the manner in which the temporay 
staff already employed will be absorbed in services ; 


(b) the number of such temporary hards in the different 
Departments of the Government on 31-8-47 and 31-8-49 
respectively ? 


The hon. Dr, Gopi Chand Bhargava : 

(a) Yes, Government have decided that all recruitment to 
posts carrying pay of Rs. 50 or above temporary oi permanent, 
should in future be made on the recommendation of the 


Public Service Commission. 


As regards the staff already employed in the temporary 
departments, steps to safeguard their interests are under 
consideration. 

(b) The time and labour involved in the collection of this 
information will not be commensurate with the benefits accruing 
from it, 

Besides this I may say, Sir. that the Public Service Commis- 
sion examined this question but they have not yet submitted 
their report. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it a fact that the Public 


Service Commission is considering over the decisions arrived 


at by the Government in this matter ? 


Chief Minister: This matter is already under the con- 
sideration of the Public Service Conmission. Moreover the 
Commission is considering as to how this can be done. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Has the Government arrived at 
a definite decision that all recruitments to posts carrying Rs. 50 


or above should be made on the recommendations of the Public 
Service Commission ? ` 


Chief Minister: Government has already decided that. 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS, (2) 7 


: SELECTION OF STENOGRAPHER IN THE CIVIL 
- 7 SECRETARIAT 


= *1286. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief 
ï Minister be pleased to state :— 


(a) the number of permanent vacancies of Stenographers in 
the Civil Secretariat on 1. 4. 48. 


(b) the number of candidates who were examined and 
interviewed by the Public Service Commission to fill 
up the vancancies mentioned in part (a) above: 


(c) when was this examination by the Public Service 
Commission held after 1-4-48 ; 

(d) the number of the candidates who were recommended 
by the Public Service Commission after holding the 
examination this year : 

(e) whether the Public Service Commission send any list of 

: 5 the successful candidates in order of merit; if so, 
whether the successful candidates were taken in the 
service in the order of merit on the list prepared by the 
Public Service Commission, if not, the reasons for the 
same; | 

(f) whether any other procedure was adopted in the 
matter of the selection of these stenographers and if 
so. why the list prepared by the Public Service Commis- 

sion was overlooked ? 
The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : 
om À (a) The number of permanent vacancies of stenographers in 
the Civil Secretariat on 1-4-48 cannot be given, as the regular 
cadre of the Secretariat was fixed by the Cadre Committee with 
effect from the 1st July, 1948. 
os ` (b) In view of (a) above this question does not arise. 
(c) The Public Service Commission Examination for steno- 
= geaphers was held in August, 1949. 
(d) Fifteen candidates were recommended by the Commis- 
sion. 
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(Chief Minister) 


(e) and (f) A list of the successful candidates was supplied by 
the Commission in the order of merit. All the successful candi- 
dates were already serving in the Secretariat and they were given 
the seniority already assigned to them. The examination hde 
by the Public Service Commission was a qualifying test and not a 
competitive examination. 


AUTHORISED ACCOMMODATION IN POLICE 
LOCK-UPS 


1287.. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister 


be pleased to state :— 


(a) the authorised accommodation in the police lock-ups, 
Police station, Kotwali Amritsar City on 1-1-49 ; 

(b) the length, breadth and the height of the aforesaid 
police lock up ọn 1-1-49: 

(e) the number of detenusand other undertrial prisoners 
confined in the aforesaid police lock up between 1-1-49 
and 8-1-49 ; 

(d whether on any day during the period mentioned in 
part (c) above the number of the prisoners confined 
went upto about three tines the authorised accommo- 
dation : if so, the arrangements made for confining the 
prisoners exceeding the authorised limit; _ 

(e) whether a drain exists inside the police lock up through 
which the urine of the person confined passes and3gives 
bad smell; if so, what steps the Government proposes 
to take to remove this hardship of the prisoners confined 
therein ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : 
(a) For 18 persons 


(b) Length 197-3” Breadth 16’-8” Height 16” 
(c) Date Undertrial Detenus 
prisoners 
1-1-49 41 3 
2-1-49 37 3 
3-1-49 60 
4-1-49 34 
5-1-49 34 2 
6-1-49 40 3 
7-1-49 48 2 
8-1-49 71 2 
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(d) On three days, r:e 3-1-49, 7-1-49 and 8-1-49. 

On account of rush some under trials were confined in 
the City Inspector's office an adjoining room of the 
lock-up. 

There is also another small room measuring 11'-9" in 
length’8’-4” in breadth and 24$ in height. This was 
previously used as a malkhana and now asa havalat. 
When the main lock up is congested a few prisoners 
are transferred to this room. 


(e) Yes. Arrangements are being made to construct a new 
drain to let the urine pass outside the lock-up from one 
corner. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: May I knowas to how as many 
as 73 persons were accommodated in the police lock-up which 
wis meant for 18 persons only ? 


Chief Minister: I have already stated that. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: May I know whether or not the 
Malkhana as referred to by him in reply to part (d) above, was 
also used on 8-1-49 ? 


Chief Minister: I require fresh notice for this question. 


= Shri Virendra: Have any special arrangements been made 
for M.L. As? 


Minister for Labour: The hon. Member need not worry. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is ita fact that more than the 
fixed number of under-trial prisoners are accommodated in the 
police lock-ups ? 


Chief Minister: Yes. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : [Is there any law under which 


such rules can be violated ? 


Chief Minister: Such- steps are taken when any emergency 
arises. Unfortunately provisions of law are violated by people 
themselves at the instigation of some interested persons as a 
result of which lock-ups get congested. More lock-ups cannot be 
constructed overnight. However the under-trial prisoners are 
being well accommodated in the lock-ups. Whenever any 
emergency arises, the office room of the City Inspector is alse 
utilised for this purpose as has been done previously. 


l (2) 10 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [ TTH MARCH, 1950 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : In view of the fact that people 


| generally violate the laws, may I know whether the Government ` 
also feels the necessity to do so? 
Chief Minister: Government does not violate laws. It -p 
frames them. -o me 
Shri Prabodh Chandra: Since how long has the drain been 
giving bad smell ? | i y 
| Chief Minister: It might have been giving bad smell since 
| a long time back. | p s 
| Shri Prabodh Chandra: How long will it take to make the 
| necessary repairs for removing this bad smell ? Bii 
| Chief Minister: As soon as P. W. D. takes this work into 
hand. | 
Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar: May I know whether such 
conditions have been prevailing in the lock-ups since long ? 
Chief Minister: I can say after 15th August 1947 only. 
Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar: May I know whether 
the Government has not felt the necessity to requisition some . 
houses for this purpose ? 
Chief Minister: Perhaps the hon. Member is unmindful 
of the fact that even residential accommodation is not available 
for people these days. 
Shri Prabodh Chandra : In view of the fact that the hon. 
Chief Minister has some knowledge for the last two and a half 
years, may I know as to how much time would it take to repair a 
drain ? 
Thakur Dalip Singh: Is it a fact that no arrangements for 
passi rine and stools exist in thanas and lock-ups ? 
ear Sparker : It is a general question. > 
Chief Minister: How does it arise out of this question ? are 
Mr. Speaker: Next question please. ; 
| 
| 
1 ) ANTI-CORRUPTION DRIVE 
*1349. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. the Chief arn ad 
Minister be pleased to state :— 4 
n 


(a) What new steps the Government has taken in the . 
Anti-Corruption Drive after the last Budget Session ; 
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(b) Whether public co-operation has been efcoufaged and oe 


a invited in this work ; 
(c) Whether in this connection Government servants are 
<+ ° e ° ° e e 
required to give true account of their financial position and 
e ` explain it in relation to their’pay ; 


(d) the number of cases of corruption that have been dealt 
with by the Anti-Corruption Committee before and after the 
last Budget Session respectively ? 


: E y The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: 

(a) (4) The Government has annointed a Senior P.C.S. 
Officer as Secretary of the Anti-“orruvtion Commit- 
tee to exnedito the disnncal of corruption cases. The 
staff of the Snecial Taanire Agency and at headquar- 
ters has been strengthened. 


(ii) A Special Magistrate has been appointed to hear 
cases of corruption. Two very senior officers of 
Government were especially appointed to complete 

departmental inquiries in corruption cases. 
€ A (iii) Information from other Provinces has been collected 
in ordef to know the steps heing taken by ‘them in 
this direction. This isto evolve ways and means to 

weed out Anti-Social practices- 


(iv) The constitution of Disciplinary Proceedings 
(Administrative) Tribunal is under the GoneiGera: 


tion of Government. 
(v) To check the tendency to make deliberately false 


complaints against public servants, the question of 
amending the existing law is also un:Jer the consi- 
; | deration of Government. ° 


ae (vi) A poster containing pledges to he taken by members 
| of the public as to the factors that lead to corruption 
was issued on Independence Day in three scripts 
and another poster inviting public co-operation in 
the eradication of corruption was also published 


Ca S in Urdu. 
T (b) Public co-operation is always welcomed by Government 


paea and is invited through the Press and propaganda. 


(c) Not as yet. The amendment of relevant rules is under 
consideration. 
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Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know whether, any 
action has been taken in connection with the steps taken by the 
Government in the anti-corruption drive in the state. If so, 
with what results. Has there been-any appreciable decrease in 
. 2 é# 
corruption ? . 
Chief Minister: Government is not in possession of any 
such standards to judge whether corruption is on the decrease 
or increase. 


Pandit Shri Ram siama: In view ot the fact that instruc- 
tions have been issued by the Government to put an end to 
corruption, may I know whether there has been any appreciable 
decrease in corruption ? 


Chief Minister: Enquiries are heing made. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: What steps has the Government 
taken to encourage public co-operation and. invite public 
reprefentatives in this matter? Is it a fact that the only thing 
that it has been doing in this connection is that it has been 


carrying on propaganda through the press ? 

Chief Minister: I have already replied this question. An 
Anti-Corruption Committee of non-officials has already been 
set up. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: How many such committees 
have been set up? Where have they been set up.? Are there 
any such committees in the districts ? 


Chief Minister: I have already stited that a committee 
has been setup, It is a Provincial Committee. 

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it about officials only ? Have 
any enquiries been made so far ? 


Chief Minister: Enquiries have been made about officials. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is that Committee still living or 


dead? Isit a fact that ever since the present Ministry has come 
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into power, nothing has been heard about the anti-corruption 
drive in the state ? 


Mr. Speaker: Next question please. 


NY 
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INTERFERENCE IN POLICE ADMINISTRATION 
4 BY M. L. As. 


*1420, Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the hon. Chief Minister 
be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether the attention of Government has been drawn 
to the press report of the summary of a speech by 
Superintendent of Police, Jullundur as published in the 
press on 29th December, 1949 including charges relating 
í tothe M.L.A.s for their alleged interference in police 
administration on the phone or otherwise : 
(b) whether Government approves of its high placed 
officials to indulge in public criticism of such a 
nature : | 


(c) if not, whit steps, if any. have so far been taken by the 
Government against the officer mentioned in (a) : 


(d) what steps Goverament intend to take to prevent such 
acts in future ? | 


2 The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : 


(a) Yes and Government have also seen verbatim notes of 
the speech in question, and the version of the speech as given 
in the press was found to be slightly different from the verbatim 
notes. The Superintendent of Police, in the course of his 
speech, requested the audience not to waste time of officials by 
recommendation and interference in the day to day administra- 
tion by telephonic calls or otherwise, as this hampers the 
successful working of the administrative machinery. And the 
hon Member will agree that there was nothing objectionable 
in this. 


(b) No, Government does not want its officials to “indulge 
in public criticism’’, but in the present case there was no such 
criticism. 


(c) No action was called for. 


(d) No action seems necessary. 


Sari Dev Raj Sethi : May I know whether the official report ` 

epee has been certified by the representatives of the public who were 
present there. Is the official version correct or the press version? © $ 

Is it a fact that Shri Ram Krishen was present there? Has the 


| 
i 
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(Shri Dev Raj Sethi) 


Official version been certified by any representative of the 
public ? 


Chief Minister: I have not instituted any enquiry into 
this matter nor do I think there is any necessity to do so. > 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: How did the Government come 
to the conclusion that the version published in the Press was 
incorrect and that the official version was correct ? 


Chief Minister: We reached this conclusion after a e * 
perusal of the verbatim report of the speech that was sent to us. 


Shri Virendra : IfI prove that the version supplied by 
the Superintendent of Police is incorrect, will the Government 
be prepared to take action against him ? 


i Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know by whom the 
version of the speech supplied to the Government was recorded ? 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it not true that the version 
supplied to the Government was recorded by a subordinate of 
the said Superintendent of Police ? 


Chief Minister: So far as the taking and submission of 


reports is concerned, such an official is not supposed to be under 
the S. P. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Is it a fact that this Superintendent 
of Police had complained about the interference of M.L.As.’ 
to his superior officers even prior to this incident ! 


Chief Minister: I require notice for this. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Does the Government intend giving 
protection to such officers as are being harassed by M.L A’s. ? 


Chief Minister: Honourable Members of this Assembly 
cannot be permitted todo so. 

Mehta Ranbir Singh: Dozs the Government intend to 
take action against those of them who do so ? 


Chief Minister: Against whom should we take action? nd 
They are part and parcel of the machinery of) Government. 
Action is on the other hand called for against those who instead 
of remaining a part of the Government have thought it preferable p 
to leave it. |. 
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Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is the Government aware of the 
à & fact that the officers indulge in criticism of the M.L.As. and 
other congress men everywhere, in clubs, parties as well as 

~ | courts ? 


E Shrimati Sita Devi: Does the hon. Chief Minister think 
that the Police has changed so much since the days of British 
rule that every report made by them can be completely relied 
upon? How is it that he attaches more reliability to their 
report than the report of the Secretary of the Provincial 


° e Congress Committee ? 
ne Chief Minister: I have not received any report from the 
Secretary, Provincial Congress Committee. 
Sardar Bachan Singh: Is the Chief Minister prepared to 
order a public inquiry in this connection ? | | 
Chief Minister: No, I don't think it is necessary. 
DARBAR LISTS 
*1422. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the hon, Chief Minister. 
‘ rn | be pleased to state :— | 
(a) whether Government is still maintaining the old lists 
prepared during the British regime of public men to 
be invited on state ceremonial functions ; 
(b) whether Government has issued instructions for the 
revision of these lists ? : 
The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : 
(a) The institution of Darbars and Darbaries has been 
: abolished by Government and as sucłf no such lists 
a of public men are at present maintained. 
is (b) Does not arise. /*. | 
Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Is it a fact that when the 
Governor or other high dignitaries go on tour, invitations to the 
local people for interview are issued on the basis of some old 
list ? 
Wie oe : . 
É Chief Minister; Reply has already been given. 
— Anuai 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: On what basis the district 
authorities prepare the list of public men to meet the Governor 
or the Ministers when they go on tour? Are there any lists 
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(Pt Shri Ram Sharma) 


of public men to be invited on such occasions, in existence 
or do the district officers invite whomsoever they like ? 


Chief Minister: The Deputy Commissioners do not send 
for any body for interviews». Interviews are arranged for those 


who apply. 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it a fact that when the 


Governor visited Rohtak last time, the Deputy Commissioner 
wrote letters to several persons inviting them to meet the 


Governor. 

Mr. Speaker : Next question, please. 

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Sir, the reply given by the kon. 
Chief Minister is not quite correct. 

Mr. Speaker: Order, order. 

Chief Minister: I join issue in this. lam prepared to give 
a reply. 

Shrimati Sita Devi: The Chief Minister has stated that 

no invitations are issued on such occasions. I can say 


front personal knowledge 
Mr. Speaker: If you have, personal knowledge then you 


al with; 


mean to give some information to the House. It is not a 


question. 
e 


RELEASE OF DETENUS. 
*1486. Shrimati Sita Devi: Will the hon. Chief Minister 
be pleased to state :— 
(a) the total number of cases of detenus considered and 
revised by the Advisory Board ; 


(b) the number of detenus recommended by the Board for 
release and whether such detenus have been released 
or not ; and if not, the reasons of not releasing them ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : 
(a) 473 
(b) (Ci) 260 recommended, and 


(ii) 213 released. It will not be in the pubiic interest 
to disclose the reasons for not releasing the remainder. 


Vidhan Sabha 
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Shrimati Sita Devi: Now that the new Constitution has 
come into force, is it to be hoped that the detenus will be 
. treated in keeping with the spirit of the new constitution? 


kg Chief Minister : They are already being treated well. 


* . Mehta Ranbir Singh: In cases where the advice of the 
Advisory Board was not accepted, were they informed of the 
reasons why it was not accepted so that in future they should 
tender advice in the light of past experience ? | 


< £ Chief Minister: All the cases are from time to time sent to 
the Advisory Board for their opinion. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Did the Government inform the 
Board of the reasons for which its advice was not accepted in 
cases where it was not accepted ? 


Chief Minister : When the whole case is sent to the Govern- 
r ment, I don’t think there is any necessity of informing the 
reasons for not accepting the advice, separately. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Has the Government framed any 
\ rules under which the Board can tender advice, or under which 
the advice can be accepted or rejected ? 


Chief Minister: We leave the matter to the judicial sense 
of the members of the Board. | 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Are the findings of the Advisory 
Board respected and their advice acted upon ? 


Chief Minister: Yes, that is why out of 260 cases ree 
commended by the Board, 213 were acceptedand the detenus 
were released. 


7 N 
pae Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar: Will {the hon. Minister 

kindly let me know the names of the members of the Advisory 
Board ? 


| Chief Minister : They are :—(i) Sardar Kartar Singh and 
a. (ii) Mr. Mukerjee. 


7 Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar: May I know the rank to 
which these people belong ? 


Chief Minister: They are retired Sessions Judges. 


Original with; / 
Punjab Vidflan Sabha 

Digitized by 

Panjab Digs 


a eee n 


Origa} with; 


Punj 


idhan Sabha 


Digitized by; 


Panj 


Bisital Library 


(2) 18 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [ 7TH MAROB, 1950 


Shrimati Sita Devi: May I know if the Advisory Board 
can consist of two members only ? 

Chief Minister: Yes. 

Shrimati Sita Devi: May I know the number of cases that 


have been considered and revised by the Board ? 


Chief Minister: The Board has recommended 260 cases 
for release out of which 213 persons have been released. 


APPOINTMENT OF ADDITIONAL. FINANCIAL 
COMMISSIONER 
*1490. Shrimati Sita Devi: Will the hon. Chief Minister 
be pleased to state whether an Additoinal Financial Commis- 
sioner has been appointed in the state; if so, the reasons 
therefor ? 


The hon. Dr Gopi Chand Bhargava : 

Yes, an Additional Financial Commissioner has been 
appointed in the Punjab State in connection with the -‘Grow 
More Food Campaign” and to relieve the Financial Commissioner, 
Revenue and Secretary to Government. Punjab, Revenue and 
Development Department, who was overworked of ‘Develop- 
ment Work”. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: It has been stated by the Chief 
Minister that the Financial Commissioners are very much over- 
worked and cannot attend to the work connected with the 
Grow More Food Campaign. May I know if these officers 
could not be asked to cope with this additional work in view 
of the financial stringency in the Province ? 


Chief Minister: I have not been able to understand the 
argument of the hon. lady Member because when the 
Advisory Board to review the cases of detenus was constituted 
of two members the hon. lady Member pressed for he increase 
in number. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: May I know that in view of the 
Government’s effort to bring all Government Expenditure to. a 
minimum level, this additional expenditure of Rs. 3,500 per 
mensem would not be a burden to the Government exchequer ? 


Pw 
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Chief Minister: It was considered necessary. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know whether this 
additional Financial Commissioner has to do any other work 


besides the work in connection with the Grow More Food 
Campaign ? 


Chief Minister: He is also 


in charge of Development 
Department. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know the names of 
other departments which are under him ? 


Chief Minister: These are :—(i) Agriculture Department : 
(%) Co-operative Department; (iii) Forest Department; and 
(sv) Veterinary Department ? 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is ita fact that the work has 


increased or it was only intended to fix up a highly placed 
officer on this post ? 


Chief Minister: The Government is always moved by 
consideration of work. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Did not the Government keep in 
view the financial stringency in the province while making this 
appointment ? 


Chief Minister: The appointment had to be made as the 
work had increased, 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Was any suitable Government 
servant with less salary available to the Government ? 


Chief Minister: The Government had to appoint a person 
of the rank of Financial Commissioner. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Is it a fact that the post was 
created with a view to appoint Chief Secretary ?. 


ief Minister: No. There is no truth in this statement. 


Mr. Speaker: Thisis an expression of opinion. 
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BHAKRA AND NANGAL PROJECTS 
= *1504 Shri Virendra: Will the hon. Chief Minister be 
pleased to state :— 

(a) whether it is a fact that the Government has entered 
into a contract with a French concern to build Bhakra. 
and Nangal Projects ; | 

(b) if the answer to part (a) above be in the affirmative ; 
whether the Punjab Government had consulted ‘the 
Government of India, before entering into such 
contract with a foreign firm ; if so, with what result ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : 

(a) No. , 

(b) Does not arise? ` 

Shri Virendra: Has the Government decided to entrust 
the work of Bhakra Dam to any foreign concern ? 
| Chief Minister: No decision has been reached so far. 
“The matter has been referred to the Government of India for 
consultation. | 

Shri Virendra: When is such decision likely to be made ? 

Chief Minister: As soon as any reply from the Govern- 
ment of India is received. 

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: According to the newspaper 
reports it was understood that the Government was negotiating 
with some French concern. Is it a fact or a baseless rumour ? 

Chief Minister: The hon. Member can well imagine him- 
self 

Mr. Speaker: I would like the hon. Members to please 

note that the practice of putting questions based on news- 
paper reports should be discouraged as far as possible. 


VOLUNTARY CUT IN THE SALARY OF THE VARIOUS 
OFFICERS 


*1506. Shri Virendra: Will the hon. Chief Minister be 
pleased to state :— 
(a) the pecentage of the voluntary cut accepted by the 
following in their salaries :— 
G) Hon. Ministers ; 


- -a 
—a e. e i 
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(ii) Financial Commissioners ; 

(iii) Commissioners ; 

(iv) Secretaries to the Govetnment ; 
(v) Deputy Commissioners ; $ 
(vi) Superintendents of Police: 


(b) the total annual saving to the Government by this 
voluntary cut in the salary of the various Officers ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : 


(a) No percentage has been fixed for the voluntary cut but 
flat rates have been accepted as detailed below: 


(i) The Chief Minister has surrendered Rs. 650 per mensem 
trom his monthly salary of Rs. 2,000 and the other 
hon, Ministers Rs. 150 per mensem each from their 
salaries of Rs 1,500 per mensem each. 


(ii), Cili) & (iv) In case of Financial Commissioners, Commissioners 
of Divisions and Secretaries to Government, whose 
pay is Rs. 3,000 per mensem or above, a voluntary cut 
of Rs. 250 per mensem plus 4th of the excess of pay 
over Rs. 3,000 per mensem has been made, provided 
that the pay of any officer which exceeds Rs. 2,750 
per mensem but does not exceed Rs. 3,000 per mensem 
is reduced to Rs. 2,750 per mensem, the amount by 

i which this reduction is made is deducted from the 
compulsory savings to which the officer concerned has 
to be subjected under the rules. 

(v) & (vi) In the case of Deputy Commissioners and Superin- 
tendents of Police no cut has been imposed since in 
their case their pay does not exceed Rs. 2,750 per 
mensem in any case. 


(b) It is not possible to give the exact amount of annual 
saving but it would be in the neighbourhood of Rs. 1 lakh and 
one thousand. l i 

Shri Virendra : May I know why this cut has not been 
imposed on the Deputy Commissioners and Superintendents of 
Police when this cut is levied in the case of Ministers who draw 
Rs. 1,500 per mensem ? 

Chief Minister: This is at their discretion and if any 


Deputy Commissioner likes to surrender the amount he can 
do so. 
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Shri Virendra: Was itat the suggestion of the Govern- 
ment that these officers are surrendering part of their pay ? 


Chief Minister: No such suggestion was made by the 
Government. This is a compulsory saving to which the officers 
concerned have to be subjected under the rules. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Was it at the suggestion of the 
Government that the salaries of such officers are subject to cut ? 


\ 


Chief Minister: Suggestion was, however, made to the 
persons drawing Rs. 3,000. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know the net salary 
which these officers now draw after deducting this amount as 
well as the amount of income tax ? 


Chief Minister: I require separate notice for this question. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : May I know if by making all sorts of 
deductions, together with electricity charges and water charges, 
from the salary of the hon. Minister, the amount will be 


sufficient fur his subsistence ? 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will not the hon. Ministers 
now compensate the loss by increasing their tours ? 


fo Mr. Speaker: It is an insinuation, the hon. Member should 
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avoid it. 
Shri Virendra: Has His Excellency the Governor surrend- 


ered any amount ? 


Chief Minister: Yes. There was no notice of this question 
otherwise I would have given the figure. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: May I know if the Government 
would withdraw the orders regarding imposition of this cut at 
any time ? 


Chief Minister: Yes. It is atemporary measure. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: May I know if the 
Government propose to suggest to the Members of the Assembly 
to surrender some part of their compensatory allowance ? 


| 
| | STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS (2) 23 


LICENCES FOR ARMS 


*1521. Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar: Will the hon. 
Chief Minister be pleased to state :— 


a (a) whether specific rules or clearcut instructions exist to 


$ guide the district authorities in granting licences fot 
arms; 
(b) if so, the copy of these rules or instructions be laid on 
the tabl2; 
(c) whether these rules are uniform in their application or 
whether the policy and procedure in this connection 
er reeee varies from district to district ? 
The hon. Dr Gopi Chand Bhargava: 
(a) Under rule 23 of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, licences 
are granted by District Magistrates in their discretion to suitable 
Persons. 
(b) The Indian Arms Rules is a priced publication and a 
copy thereof can be had for payment. i 
(c) The above rule is uniform and is aplicable to every 
district of the Punjab. 


Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar: Is it not a fact that 
licences have not been granted to eminent citizens at Amritsar 
whereas they have been issued to men ofno position and 
importance ? 


Chief Minister: If a definite case is cited, it will be enquired 
into. ' 

Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar: Have such cases come to 
the notice of the Chief Minister ? 


ea Chief Minister: In case they ever came to my notice, 
oo they must have been enquired into. 


= Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Does the procedure mentioned 
by the Chief Minister also apply to unlicensed aims ? 


Chief Minister; Unlicensed arms had to be surrendered. 
ar oe Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Has it come to the notice of 
Government that in the various districts of the Province and 
particularly in the Rohtak District officers refuse to grant 
licences to the progressive and congress-minded people but are 
pleased to favour bad characters ? 
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Chief Minister: I can’t say anything unless a definite case 
is brought to my notice. 

Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar : Is it nota fact that the 
Deputy Commissioners are still being led by the old policy when 


a change is urgently called for ? > = 
Chaudhri Suraj Mal: Have instructions been issued to 
! officers that a smaller number of licenses should be issued to 
| ruralites in comparison with the urbanites ? 
i ( Chief Minister : No. 
i Shri Prabodh Chandra: Should not the old policy framed ra: 
: during the British regime which barred progressive people from 
a 


: getting licences be now changed ? 

| Chief Minister All old rules and Acts have been adapted 
now and in all cases which come under the Indian Arms Act 
we have recourse to the advice of Government of India. 

Shri Virendra: Have some instructions been issued to the 
Government that recommendations of M.L A.s should be 
disregarded ? 

Chief Minister: No. 

Mehta Ranbir Singh: Is not Government prepared to yo 
change the old policy ? 

Chief Minister: We will certainly consider if there isa 
suggestion. 

Sardar Ajit Singh: Will the Government pay the price of 
unlicensed arms which have been surrendered ? 

Chief Minister: Such a complicated question can only 
be answered on a notice. 

Chaudhri Kartar Singh: Has Government issued instruc- 
tions to Deputy Commissioners that grant of licences to ruralites 
be discouraged ? 

Chief Minister: I seek your protection, Sir. I cannot 
disclose these instructions. 

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it not a fact that it was 
brought to the notice of the Chief Minister in the presence of 
about 500 workers that licences of members of the City Congress 

| Committee and other respectable persons were forfieted and one 
i 


was given to a fellow who committed a murder with his revolver 
only a few days after the grant of licence ? 
| Chief Minister: If and when a complaint comes to me 
| 


os 


it is enquired into. 
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EARTHWORK IN IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT 


j *1350 Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Chief 
Minister be pleased to state whether it isa fact that a number 
of complaints against the Sub-Divisional Officer, Jhajjar in 
Hariana Division have reached the Government with regard to 
the manner in which earthwork is done; if so, to what effect ? 


The hon. Dr. Gogi Chand Bhargava : 


, : The hon. Member had sent in a complaint to the Superinten- 
AR ding Engineer, Western Jumna Canal; West Circle alleging— 


=. (i) That the Sub-Divisional Officer, Jhajjar Sub-Division 
had been paying wrong excessive bills for the earth- 
work which could be verified by re-checking the work 
already checked by the Sub-Divisional Officer. 


(4) That the contractors had been giving very low tenders 
during his incumbency only for his being corrupt 
while in other sub-divistons the contractors were not 


willing to work for less than 300 per cent above basic 
( A rates, in his sub-division the rates offered by the 


contractors were 200 per cent or even less. 


The complaint was got thoroughly investigated but the 


allegations were not found correct. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Who enquired into the 
compliint which the Chief Minister says is baseless and which 
was submitted by an M.LA.in writing in the presence of the 
Minister in charge of Irrigation, the Chiet Engineer and Sub- 
Divisional Officer, Jhajjar ? 


Chief Minister: The Department. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it on the basis of the 


P 
enquiry made by the Executive Engineer that the Chief Minister 
considers the complaint as baseless ? 

Chief Minister: Yes. 
Cea Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Was not the complaint mace 

by way of challenge to the Department saying that 95 per cent 

lies of the work shown by it was merely bogus? And is it nota 
fact that dishonesty and corruption is rampant in the Irrigation 
Department ? 
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Chief Minister: I do not think so. 


Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar: May I know if the 
complainants were also consulted at time of making enquiry ? 


Chief Minister: If the hon. Member gives notice, [ shall 
be in a position to answer this question. According to the 
standing instructions, however, the complainant is given an 
opportunity of explaining his point of view and he is summoned 


for that purpose. 


ee 


BHAKRA AND NANGAL PROJECTS 


#1351 Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Minister 
for Local Self Government and Labour he pleased to state :— 

(a) the progress of work in the Bhakra and Nangal Projects 
with the percentage of work done monthly since the 
partition ; 

(b) whether it is a fact that Government has introduced the 
system on the above Projects of taking certificates 
from officers to the effect that none of their relation 
and old friends are working under them as subordinates 
and contractors ; 

(c) whether contractors were ever asked to certify that 
none of their relations were working in the Irrigation 
Branch ? 

The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad: (a) The contract 
designs of the Bhakra Dam have recently been completed in the 

States. » 

The work of the construction of the essential item of 
communications is almost complete. The East Punjab Railway 
have constructed a Railway Line 38 miles long from Rupar to 
Nangal and Canal Railway Line from Nangal to the Bhakra Dam 
is nearing completion. 

Metalled road from Nangal to Bhakra has been constructed. 

For the diversion of the River two 50 feet diameter tunnel 
of a total length of about a mile are required. Pilot headings 
of these tunnels have been completed and the enlargement is in’ 
progress. The total rock excavation done upto date 1s 222,000. 


cyd. 


» 
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A very large colony has grown up at Nangal. 19 officers 
quarters, 88 senior staff quarters, 103 Junior Staff quarters, 180 
lower grade staff quarters and 71 workmen and labour hut sets 
have been constructed. The work of the construction of 
hospital and the school is in progress. 


A large workshop would be required tor which 8 hangers 


have been erected aad considerable quantity ot machinery 
collected which is being installed. 


At Bhakra itself 9 othcers shelter huts, 42 overseers, 4 
blocks of lower grade staf quarters and 60 rooms for the 
workmen have been constructed. | 


At present 4 kilns for the burning of bricks are under 
operation at Nangal and it is hoped to complete the construction 
of the colony within the next year. 


The Nangal Dam comprised 28 bays of 30 feet span out 
of which 11 have been completed. The total quantity of 
concrete laid uptodate is 40 lakhs cft.. against about 70 lakhs cft. 
estimated. The river has now subsided and it is hoped to 
complete the dam during the winter. 


The Nangal Hydel channel is 38 miles long. Its excavation 
is in full swing and uptodate progress is 28 crores cft of earth- 
work against the estimated quantity of 69 crores cft. The work 
could have been considerably expedited but for lack of 
machinery: 


The contract for the supply of four units of turbines and 
generators has been let to Messrs. Westinghouse Electric 
International Company. 


The excavation of the foundation at powerhouse No. 1 is in 
progress. 


The Nangal Canal passes through sub-mountainous tract 
and has 55 No. drainage corssings. A very large number of 
these have been designed and the construction in 16213 work i 
in progress. 


The alignment work of the Bhakra Main Canal has been 
completed and the work of excavation is in progress. The total 
quantity of earthwork done uptodate is 8 crores cft. 
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Very excessive labour would be involved to work out the 
percentage of work done monthly and this is not worth the 
result. 


About 90 per cent of the work described above has been 
done since the partition. 


The progress depends upon the funds available and tbe 
dollar allocation. 


(b) No. Such orders have been issued by the Government. 
lc) No. The local officers generally ensure that no contractor 


related to a Government employee is working within his zone of 
influence. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know what steps the 
Government takes to ensure that the friends or relatives of the 
engineers are not given contracts and what system has the 
Government adopted to make sure in this connection ? 

Chief Minister: The Chief Engineer makes the necessary 
enquiries. ° | 

Pandit ShriRam Sharma: Has the Government laid down 
some procedure or does it rely on the verbal enquiries made by 
their officers ? | 

. e ©: ! * 

Chief Minister: As submitted by me, according to the 
instructions issued by the Government, the Chief Engineer 
makes the necessary enquiries. 

Pandit ShriRam Sharma: Howdoes the Chief Engineer 


satisfy himself that the friends or relatives of the officers are not 
given the contract works ? 


m® Chief Minister : I require notice for answering this question. 


Shri Amar Nath Vidvalankar: May I know if the 
Government made enquiries about the cause of the collapse of 
one of the dams ? If so, how much loss had the Government to 
suffer on this account ? 

Chief Minister: It is a fact that one of the dams gave way 
but I am not in a position to say about the amount of loss 
suffered by the Government on this account. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Does the Government ‘make 
enquiries from the contractors also, to ensure that none of their 


em anny BE RTE I 
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relativesor friends are in charge of the work for which they 
apply for being given contract ? 


Chief Minister: There are definite instructions on the 
subject and these are being followed in each case, 


Send 


CONSTRUCTION ON BAYS AT NANGAL 


+1352. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Chief 
Minister be pleased to state :— 

(a) the number of bays at Nangal on downstream of 
Canal which have yet to be constructed giving 
separately the number of them completed so far and 
whether they are of different heights and bed levels; 

(b) the number of bays that should work to pass the high 
rising supply of river through them with the number of 
those working at present ; 


(c) whether it is a fact that the work has been delayed for 


a season more and extra expenditure incurred because 
' of lack of foresight in the construction of bays; if so, 


the reasons therefor ? 


The hon Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : 
(a) The number of bays of Nangal Dam yet to be construct- 
ed is 15} and the number of bays completed is 12}. 


The designed crest level of all the bays is the same, but in 
accordance withthe scheme of construction, the initial crest 
level is 12 feet lower than the final. The object of the arrange- 


ment is to facilitate the diversiono perations. 


(b) The number of bays that should work to pass the high 
tlood discharge is 28. 


(c) The work has not been delayed. Expenditure had to be 
incurred to provide escapage arrangement in the intermediate 
stage of construction. 

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know if the work in 


connection with Nangal and Bhakra Projects is progressing 
according to plan or some delay has occurred ? 


Chief Minister: There has been no delay in respect of 
Nangal Project. 


Origi 
Punja 


Digiti 


Panja Digital Library 


= mea Met et. eer ee 


Sn Se ee ea ee a a e 


with; 
fidhan Sabha 


g! by; 


(2) 30 PUNJAB LAGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [ 7TH MAROM, 1950 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Has there been no delay in the 
case of either of these two Projects ? 


Chief Minister: There has been no delay in the execution 
of work connected with Nangal Project. In the case of Bhakra 
Project, however, there has been some delay. 

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is the work progressing accord- 
ing to programme ? 

Chief Minister: Yes, it is progressing according to 


programme. 


EXCESS STAFF ON BHAKRA AND NANGAL PROJECTS 


= 1353. Pandit Shri Ram Saarna: Will the hon. Minister 
for Local Self Government and Labour be pleased to state :— 

(a) whether the staff ot responsible officers and subordi- 
nates on the Bhakra and Nangal Projects is fully 
occupied and necessary for the work in hand; 

(b) whether the officers stay at works to supervise the 
execution or whether they only do inspection work 
on running channel ? 

The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad: (a) Yes. 

(b) They stay at works as circumstances warrant. 

Shri Dev Raj Sethi: In view of the fact that instead ot 
giving fifteen crores of rupees, the Government of India is 


going to pay only seven and a half crores of rupees, is it 
proposed to reduce the number of staff engaged on these 


projects ? 

Chief Minister: Iam not in a position to say anything 
about it, at present. 

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: [Isit not a fact that much of 
the staff has no work to do and remain idle most of the time ? 

Chief Minister: I don't think so. į 

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Has the hon. Premier ascer- 
tained this from the Chief Engineer ? 

Chief Minister : I have recently visited the places where 


those projects are being executed and my statement is based on 
what I actually saw. 


ee. 
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LOAN FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF CAPITAL 


*1455. Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: Will the hon. 
Minister for Local Self Government and Labour be pleased 
to state the ways and means for financing the construction of 
Capital at Chandigarh ? 


The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad: The Capital Scheme 
as envisaged at present is proposed to be financed from the 
return from the sale of plots to the public after developing them. 
The amount so realised will, if necessary, be supplemented by 
rupees three crores to be obtained as loan from the Government 
of India for rehabilitation purposes. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know the estimated 
am^unt of expenditure likely to be incurred on the construction 
of the Capital ? Three crores of rupees are to be received from 


the Government of India and some money is to be paid by the 


people who intend to purchase plots of land. What is the 


probable total expenditure to be incurred ? 


Chief Minister: Ten crores of rupees are likely to be spent 
on development and on construction of buildings. ` 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : If only three crores of rupees 
are to be received from the Government of India, where from 
does the Government intend to obtain the remaining amount ? 


Chief Minister: The Government will have to suffer no 
loss ia this connection. 


Shri Virendra: May I have some idea of the price at which 
building sites are proposed to be allotted to the applicants ? 


Chief Minister: Iam notin a position to say anything at 
present but shall be able to do so sometime in May. 


Shree Prabodh Chandra : Is the hon. Chief Minister aware 
that people have no confidence in the Government ? 


Voices : Order, Order. 


/ Shri Virendra: What is the total number of applications 
received for allotment of building-sites at the new-capital ? 


Chief Minister: Formerly thirty two thousand applications 
were received, but many more are pouring in now. 
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Sardar Bachan Singh: Is it nota fact that Government 
| obtained land “from the agriculturists at cheap rates and’is now 
going to sell it at very high rates in the black market ? PS 


“hief Minister : This is wrong and is an insinuation. 


Mr. Speaker : I think such words must not be usedin the Y 
House "and I would ask the hon. Member not to repeat such 
‘words on the floor of the House in future. 


Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: Has the Government got some 
money in hand also or does it rely on what is to be obtained from -e 
others’ ? 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
POLICE STRENGTH IN EACH DISTRICT OF BAST PUNJAB- 


344. Sardar Sajjan Sıngh : Willthe hon. Chief Minister 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing :— 


(a) (i) the number of constables, Head-constables, Assis- 
tant Sub-Inspectors, Inspectors, Deputy Superin- a F 
tendents, Additional Superintendents, Assistant 
Superintendents, Superintendents, Senior Superin- 
tendents of Police in each of the districts of the East 
Punjab on the Ist January 1946, 1947, 1948, 1949 and 
1950, respectively including the Punjab Armed ‘Police ; 


i (ii) the sanctioned strength of the police tor the 
‘| : execution duties in each district on the aforesaid dates; 
il (b) the uumber of the sweepers, jharumars. gardeners, 
I barbers employed by the police Department in each 
i district on the dates mentionad in part (a) above ; 


| Cc) whether as a result of retrenchment any sweepers or 
l others mentioned in part (b) above are going to be š 
relieved ; if so, the number proposed to be reduced in 

each district ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : Y 


The answer to this question is not yet ready. It will be 
supplied to the hon. Member when ready. 


aeee e e ee S- 


i 1Vide Debates of 8-3-50 for futher Supplementary Questions and 
| 


Answers relating to Question No. *1455. 
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i COMMITTEE FOR ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDINGS IN 
= THE NEW CAPITAL 


345. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for 
Local Self Government and Labour be pleased to state :— 


i (a) whether any coramittee for ‘administrative buildings 
s in the New Capital was appointed by the Government 
e è . 
during the year 1948, if so, when ? 


(b) the names of the official and non-offlcial members 


ne 
‚m respectively ; 

(c) the number of the meetings held by the Committee 

up till 31-1-1950 ; 
(2) the total expenditure borne by the Government on 
this Committee: l 

(e) the travelling allowance drawn by each of the non- 
er official members of the Committee ; 

(f} whether any report has so far been submitted to the 
S- Government by this Committee ; if so, the nature.of 
n- the recommendations made : and the action taken by 
nt the Government on this report ? 
a The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad: (a) Yes. A Sub- 
p Committee for Administrative buildings was constituted by the 
: . Government in November 1948. 
ie (b) The personnel of the Sub Committee as then constituted, 
s; comprised of following officers :— 
S, (i) Shri Sant Ram Varma, P.C.S. 
‘h (ii) S. Ajit Singh Kalia, Director, Central Designs, 

Irrigation Branch. 
i (i:) Dewan Jagat Mohan Lal, Assistant Secretary, Civil 
š Secretariat. 
n 
No non-official members have so far been co-opted.. (c) to (f) 
No meeting of this sub-committee has so far been held. 
e COMMITTEE FOR LEGISLATIVE BUILDINGS IN THE 
NEW CAPITAL 

d 346. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for 


Local Self Government and. Labour be pleased to state :— 
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(a) whether any committee for Legislative buildings in the 


new Capital was appointed by the Government during 


the year 1948 ; if so, when; 

(b) the names of the members ; 

(c) the number of the meetings held so far ; 

(d) the travelling allowance drawn by each of its non- 
official members up till 31-1-1950 ; 


(e) the total expenditure incurred by Government on this 
committee so far ; 


(f) whether any report has so far been submitted by this 


committee to the Government; if so, the nature of 
the recommendations made and the action taken by 
the Government on this report ? 


The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad: (a) A Sub-Committee 
for Legislative Buildings was set up by the Government in 
November 1948. 

(b) The Sub-Committee as then constituted, had the 
following personnel :— - ; l 

(:) The hon. Speaker, Punjab Legislative Assembly. 
(ii) Secretary, Punjab Legislative Assembly. 
(ii) Shri Bhim Sen Sachar. M.L.A. Tater replaced by 
Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi. 
(iv) S. Dalip Singh Kang, M.L.A. 
_ (v) Secretary (Dev.) B. & R. Branch. 

Cc) to (f) No meetings have so far been convened, as it was 
decided to hold in abeyance the Capital Scheme temporarily. 
Now that the scheme has been revived, it is hoped to convene 
meetings of this Sub-Committee, though the personnel thereof 
may have to be reshuffled. ` : 


PRESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
347. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister 


be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether any Press Advisory Committee was constituted 
by Government during the period from 15-8-47 to 
31-1-50.; 
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(b) the names of the members of this committee with their 
full addresses : 


ý (c) the number of meetings held by this committee during 
the aforesaid period ; 
ia (d) whether any travelling allowance was drawn by the 
members of this committee for attending its meetings 
from the Government treasury; if so, the amount 
drawn by each member up till 31-1-50 ; 
(e) the rate of fare by road and rail respectively allowed 
to the members of this committee ? 
e‘ The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : 
(a) Yes. 
ai l (b) (1) Shri A.C. Bali, care of the Tribune Ambala Cantt. 
(2) Shri Nanak Chand Naz, Editor, the Prabhat, 
Jullundur. 


(3) S. Sadhu Singh Hamdard, Editor the Ajit, Jullundur. 


(4) Shri Romesh Chander Chopra, care of the Hind 
Samachar, Jullundur, upto 2-1-1949; and Shri 
Jagat Narain Chopra, care of the Hind Samachar, 
Jullundur, thereafter. 


(5) Shri Dina Nath Ati: h. care of the Nir DUMAN 
J Amritsar. 


(6) Sardar Gurdial Singh Dhillon, Managing Editor, 
the Vartman, Amritsar. 

(7) Gyani Shadi Singh, Chief Editor, the Akali Patrika, 
Jullundur. 


(8) Shri Mohan Lal, Joint Editor, the Jai . Hind, 
Jullundur, upto 6-9-1949 and Shri Virendra, care 
of the Jai Hind, Jullundur, thereafter. 

(c) Eleven (inclusive of four of the Emergency Panel of the 
Committee, consisting of 3 members) 


eo (d) Yes; Rs. a p., 
Ea Shri A. C. Bali pe s. 852 0 0 
Shri Nanak Chand Naz s .. 1,143 6 0 
S. Sadhu Singh fiamdard see ... 1.658 10 0 
~ Shri Romesh Chander Chopra ... ge 183 0 0 
Shri Jagat Narain Chopra ay bni 945 0 0 
Shri Dina NathAtish TA ... 1,895 4 0 
pe S. Gurdial Singh Dhillon ae .. 1302 12 0 
>< > Gyani Shadi Singh us oak 941 10 0 
| : Shri Mohan Lal eee ve 375 0 0 
a Shri Virendra 183 12 0 
l (e) First Class by rail and annas eight by road. 
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RESOURCES AND RETRENCHMENT COMMITTEE 


348. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister : 
be pleased to state :— l 


(a) whether any Resources and Retrenchment Committee 


was constituted by the Government between 15-8-47 
and 31-1-50 ; 
(b) the names of the members of this Committece ; 
: : (c) the date when this Committee was appointed ; a 
(d) the number of the meetings held by this Committee 
up till 31-1-50. 
(e) the travelling allowances drawn by each of the non- 
official members of this Committee up till 31-1-50 ; 
(f) the total expenditure incurred by Government up till 
now on this Committee ; 
= (g) whether the Committee has submitted any report to 
| -5 the Government ; if so, the action taken by the 
Government i in the matter, “a 
l The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : 
(a) Yes. 
ii 7 
| (b) 1. The hon. Finance Minister, (Chairman) 
2. Shri Dev Raj Sethi, M.L.A. 
3. S. Ujjal Singh, M.L.A. | 
| 4. Shrimati Sita Devi, M.L.A. 
| 5: Shri Ganga Saran, M L.A. 
fF 6. Shri Bihari Lal Chanana, M.L.A. 
| 7. S. Jagjit Singh Man, M.L.A. 
fi 8. Seth Sudarshan, M.L.A. 
i 9. Dr. L.C. Jain, M.A.Ph.D.,D.Se. (London). 
| 1 10. Finance Secretary to Government, Punjab. — 


(c) The Committee was appointed on the 5th July, 1948. 


(d) Six meetings were held which lasted for a total period 
1 of 27 working days. i 


3 
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(e) The amount of travelling allowances.drawn by the non- 
official members of the Committee upto the 3ist 
January 1950 is shown against the name of each :— 


| Rs. a. p. 

Dr. L.C. Jain R Si 2,430 12 0 
Shri Dev Raj Sethi uae 1569 0 0 
Shrimati Sita Devi o ses 1,447 8 0 
S. Jagjit Singh Man a ie 928 12 0 
S. Ujjal Singh T Bi 702 5 0 
Shri Bihari Lal Chanana_..... i Gee 700 5 0 
Seth Sudarshan ns ae 630 6 .0 
0 


Shri Ganga Saran 7 oe o ee 220 14 


“TOTAL ... 8,627 14 0 


(f) The total expenditure incurred by Government on the 
Committee upto the 31st January 1950 is Rs. 62,075. 


(2) The Committee has not yet submitted the report but 
such resolutions as the Committee was able to adopt were 
forwarded to Government for their consideration. Suitable 
action has already been taken in some cases. It is hoped that 
the hon. Member will appreciate that it is not possible for 
Government to review the various recommendations of the 
Committee as a whole at this stage. The Report is, however, 
ready and likely to be signed by the members sometime during 
the current month. 


RELIEF AND REHABILITATION BOARD FOR RURAL | 
AREA 


349 Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for 
Rehabilitation be pleased to state :— 
(a) whether any provincial Relief and Rehabilitation 
Board for rural areas was constituted by Government 
-— between 15th August 1947 and 31st January 1950; if. 
so, the date of its constitution : 
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(b) the names of non-official members of this Board ; 


(c) the number of the meetings held by this board during 
the aforesaid period ; 


(d) the travelling allowance drawn by each of the non- = 
official members up till 31st January 1950 ? ; 


The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: The answer is laid on 
the table * 


RELIEF AND REHABILITATION BOARD FOR "E 
URBAN AREA ; 


350. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for = 
Rehabilitation be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether any provincial Relief and Rehabilitation Board 
for urban areas was constituted by the Government 
between 15th August 1947 and 31st January 1950 : and 
if so. the date of its constitution ; 


(b) the names of the members of this Board ; 


(c) the number of the meetings held by ‘the Board up till > 
31st January 1950 ; 


(d) the travelling allowance drawn by each of the members 
up till 31st January 1950 ; 

(e) the total expenditure incurred by the Government on 
this Board and any of its committees ? 


+ 


The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: The answer is laid on 
the table * 


TEED 


KARNAL DISTRICT FIREWOOD COMMITTEE, KARNAL 


391. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for 
Development be pleased to state :— : | 


a. 


gt 


(a) whether any Karnal District Firewood Committee, 


Karnal, was appointed by the Government between 
15th August 1947 and 31st January 1950; if so, when : 


(b) the names of its members : 


* Kept in the Library, 
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* (c) the number of the meetings held by this committee 
up till 31st January 1950 ; 


(d) the total expenditure incurred by Government on 
this committee up till 31st January 1950; 


(e) the travelling allowance drawn by each of its non- 
official members, if any, up till 31st January 1950: 


(f) whether this committee submitted any report to the 
Government ; ïf so, the nature of the recommendations 
made and the action taken by Government thereon ? 


The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: The answer 
to this question is not yet ready. It will be supplied to the hon. 


Member when ready. 


POLICE CONSTABLES AND OTHER POLICE OFFICERS 
FOR GUARDING HOUSES 


352. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister 
be pleased to state :— 


(a) the number of the police constables and other police 
officers engaged for guarding the residential houses of 
Ministers and of Government officers in each of the 
districts during the months of July 1946, 1948 and 
1949 respecitvely ; 


(b) the total amount paid as salaries and other allowances 
to the police employees mentioned in part (a) above 
for July 1946, 1948 and 1949 respectively ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : 


(a) (i) The number of Police officers and men engaged for 
guarding the residential houses of Ministers is as under :— 


District July 1946 July 1948 ‘July 1949 
Simla Figures not 1 Head Constable 1 Head Constable 
available 47 Foot Constables 4 Foot Constable, 
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(ii) No Police were engaged for guarding the residential 
houses of other Government servants, except personal guards, 
as laid down in Police rules 18°20 whicn are not intended for the 


protection of houses or property. 


(b) Total amount paid as salary and allowances to the P Police 
guards mentioned at (a) (i) above is given below :— 


District July 1946 . | July 1948 July 1949 
Simla Figures not available | Rs. 1,212 5 = Rs. 408 


CENTRAL ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 
353. Sardar Sajjan Singh : Will the hon. Chief Minister 
be pleased to state :— ' 

(a) whether any general administration committee for 
advising the Government was appointed by the 
Government between 15-8-47 and. 31-1-50 ; and if so., 
on what date or dates during this period ; | 

(b) the names of the members appointed each time ; 

(c) the number of the meetings of this committee held 
uptill now; 

(d) the travelling allowances drawn by each of the non- 
official members of this committee during the period 
mentioned in part (a) above ; 

(e) the rate of fare by road and rail EP allowed 
for travelling allowance to the non- -official members 
of the committee. 

The hoz. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : 
(a) Yes. The Administrative Advisory Committee was 
appointed on the 21st of May, 1949. E 7 
(b) 1. Pt. Shri Ram Sharma, M.L.A. 
Shri Kidar Nath Sehgal, M.L.A. 
Babu Bachan Singh, M.L.A. 
Giani Kartar Singh, M.L.A. 
Dr. Lehna Singh, M.L.A. 
Thakar Pancham Chand, M.L.A. Deputy Speaker, 
Ch. Kartar Singh, M.L.A. 
Ch. Mehr Chander, M.L.A. 
Shrimatii Shanno Devi, M-L.A. 
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(Babu Bachan Singh, M.L.A. resigned on the 13th September 
1949 and Pt. Faqir Chand M.L.A. was appointed in his place) 


(c) Four. 
(d) Name T.A. Drawn 
Rs a. p. 
1. Pt. Shri Ram Sharma A 1,508 6 0 
2. Shri Kidar Nath Sehgal one 1093 0 0 
3. Babu Bachan Singh sate 520 8 0 
4. Dr. Lehna Singh ae 360 0 0 
5. Thakur Pancham Chand oe 800 4 0 
6. Ch. Mehr Chand a 387 0 0 
7. Shrimati Shanno Devi bs 1035 0 0 


(e) lst class railway fare or at the rate of annas eight 
per mile per road. 


COAL DISTRIBUTION BOARD 


354. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for 
Development be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether any Coal Distribution Board in East Punjab 
was constituted by Government between 15-8-47-and 
31-1-50 , if so, when ; 


(b) the names of the non-official members of the board ; 


(c) the number of the meetings held by this Board up till 
31-1-50 : 


(d) the travelling allowance drawn by each of the non- 
official members of the board up till 31-1-50 ; 
(e) the total expenditure incurred by Government on this 
board up till 31-1-50: 
The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: 
(a) Yes. it was set up in December, 1947. 
(b) L. Bhagwan Dass, M-L.A-c/o M/s. Bijja Mal Mela 
Ram, the Mall, Simla. 
(c) Twelve. | 
(d) No T. A. has been drawn by the non-official member. 
(e) No expenditure has been incurred by the Government 
on this Board. 


SOON 


(2) 42 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [ 7TH MAROH, 1950 


GARDEN COLONY SELECTION COMMITTEE 
355. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for 
Development be pleased to state :— 


. . d 
(a) whether any Garden Colony Selection Committee was re 
-appointed by the Government in 1948 ; if so, the date of 
its appointment : ` 
(b) the names of the non-official members of this Committee = 


up till 31-1-50 ; | l 
(c) the number of the meetings held by this Committee A 
up till 31-1-50 ; r -n 
> (d) whether any report dealing with the final selection of 
the candidates whom land was to be allotted was made 
by this Committee ; if so, when ? 


(e) the action taken by the Government on this report of 
the Committee ; 


(f) the names of the areas selected by the Committee for 
Garden Colonies in each District ; 


(g) the total area of land to be reserved for Garden Colo- 
nies in each district ; i 


(h) the travelling allowance drawn by each of the non-offi- 
cial member of this Committee up till 31-1-50. 

(i) the total expenditure incurred by Government on this 
Committee up till 31-1-50? *. 


The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa : 


(a) Yes. A Garden Colony Selection Committee was 
appointed by the Government on the 8th January, 1948 { 


(b) 1. Chaudhri Sahib Ram, M. L. A. of Chotala, Distt. ren 
Hissar. 


2, Sardar Bakhtwar Singh, Rais Abadpura (Jullundur 
City.) 


(c) Four. ° E 


(d) The Committee does not submit any report. It passes 


orders on the agenda, placed before it including the approval l i 
of name for allotment of Grand Colony. ve J 
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(e) Does not arise. 


i (f) & (g) The list is attached. * 
O (h) Nil. 
T @) Nil. 


arenai 


AMRITSAR MEDICAL COLLEGE SITE COMMITTEE 


356. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for 
° Rehabilitation be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether any Amritsar Medical College Site Committee 


z was formed by Government during the year 1948; 
if so, when ; 


(b) whether the committee has submitted its report to the 
Government; if so when, and the nature of the 
recommendations made by this committee ; 


(c) the action, if any, taken by the Government in the 
ne 4 matter ; 


(d) the total expenditure incurred by Government on this 
committee ? 


The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: 


(a) Yes—in January, 1948. 


N 


(b) Yes—in May, 1948. The Committee recommended that 


\ a 500-bedded hospital be built near the Glancy Medical 
| College, Amritsar, and 60 acres of land be acquired for 
3 the purpose at an approximate cost of Rs. 75 lakhs including 
i | 


the cost of the acquisition of land, construction of buildings and 


cost of equipment. 
` : e 
~ (c) Government have not accepted the recommendations 
of the committee in view of the heavy expenditure involveda 
and have, therefore, abandoned the idea of constructing a 
T new 500-bedded hospital at Amritsar. | 
l j : 
A Sa a a Vs 
VA i bam * Kept in the Library. 
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REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR HISTORICAL RECORDS 
357. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister 
be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether any Regional Committee for survey of 
Historical Records was appointed by the Government 
| during the year 1948 ; if so, when ; 
| (b) the names of the members of ‘the Committee together 
, with their addresses ; 


(c) the number of the meetings held by the Committee 
during the years 1948 and 1949 respectively ; 


(d) the travelling allowance drawn by each of the members 
up till 31-1-50; 
(e) the total expenditure incurred by the Government on 
this Committee so far ; 
l (f) whether the Committee has submitted its report ; if so, 
the nature of the recommendations made ? 
The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: 
(a) Yes. It was constituted in July, 1948. 


(b) The names and addresses of the members are given 
below :— 


1, Dr. G. L. Chopra, Chairman, Punjab Historica] 
Record Office, Simla. 


2. S. Waryam Singh, Prof. Khalsa College, Amritsar. 
3 Shri Chaman Lal Kapur. Principal, Training College, 
Jullundur. 


4. Prof, Jai Chandra, Vidya Alankar, 1, Queen Victoria 
Road, New Delhi. 


5. Dr. R. R. Sethi, Punjab University Camp College, 
New Delhi. 


Baba Prem Singh of Hoti, Bagrian House, Simla. 


Shri Vidya Sagar Suri, Secretary, Punjab Historical 
Record Office, Simla. 
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(c) No meeting was held during the years 1948 and 1949, 


but the chairman kept in touch with the members by correspon- 
dence and by meeting them while on tour. 


(d) The travelling allowance drawn by Dr. G. L. Chopra, 
the Chairman and Shri Vidya Sagar Suri, the Secretary, 


amounted to Rs. 1,865-4-0 and Rs. 533-6-0 respectively. Other 
members did not draw any T.A. 


(e) Apart from the expenditure indicated under (d) above, 
and expenditure on c rrespondence, no other expenditure was 
incurred. 


Ld 


(f) Yes. The Chairman of this committee submits a 
periodical report to Government indicating the progress made 
in the survey work, generally, detailing the historical materials 
discovered and recommending their acquisition by Government 
for preservation in the Punjab Record Office. 


ee 


CHO MENACE COMMITTEE, HOSHIARPUR 


358. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister 


for 
Development be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether any Cho Menace Committee, Hoshiarpur was 
appointed by the Government, if so, when ; 


(b) the names of its members together with their addresses: 


(c) the number of meetings held by this committee ; 


(d) the travelling allowance drawn by each of non-official 
members of this committee up till 31-1-50 ; 


(e) whether any report has been submitted to the Govern- 
ment by this committee; if so, the nature of the 
recommendations made and the action so far taken by 
the Government on these recommendations ? 


The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: 
(a) Yes, in November, 1948. 


(b) 1. Deputy Commissioner, Hoshiarpur. 


2. S. Udhe Singh Madan, Divisional Forest Officer, 
Hoshiarpur. 
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(Minister for Development) 
3. S. Mehr Singh, Assistant Registrar, Co-operative 
Societies, Hoshiarpur. 
4, Shri H.L. Sally, P.S.E. Executive Engineer, Project 
Division. | 
5. ShriS.D. Nijhawan, Assistant Professor of Chemistry, 
Government Agricultural College, Amritsar. 
6. Ch. Kartar Singh, M.L-A., Hoshiarpur. 
7. Mian Narindar Singh, Senior Vice-Chairman, District 
Board, Hoshiarpur. 
(c) One. 
(d) Nil. 


(e) Yes, the hon. Member is referred to the answer given _ 


to Assembly Question No. 957 (Starred) asked by S. Piara 
Singh, M-L.A. in the budget session of the Assembly last year. 
Necessary steps are being taken by the Forest Department and 
the Deputy Commissioner, Hoshiarpur to give effect to those 
recommendations. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT REFORMS COMMITTEE 
359. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for 
Local Self Government and Labour be pleased to state :— 
(a) whether any Local Government, Reforms Committee 
was appointed by the Government in 1948; if so, when: 
(b) the names of the members of this committee together 
with their addresses ; 


| (c) the number of the meetings held by this committee 
| during the years 1948 and 1949 respectively ; 


(d) the travelling allowance drawn by each of the non- 
official members of this committee up till 31-1-5u ; 


(e) the total expenditure incurred on this committee by 
the Government up till 31-1-50 ; 


(f) whether any report has been submitted by the commit- 
tee to the Government; if so, the nature of the 
recommendations made and the action taken by the 
Government on this report ? 


1 

i 
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: The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad : 

(a) Yes, August, 1948. 

(b) The names and addresses of the members of the 
Committee are as follows : 


— (D ShriJ.N. Shrinagesh, C.LE., I-C.S., Commissioner, 
` Jullundur Division. 


(2) Shri P. C. Bhandari, Executive Officer, Municipal 
Committee, Amritsar. 


(3) S. Shiv Saran Singh. M.L.A. 
(4) L. Kesho Ram, Advocate, ex-President, Municipal 
Committee, Amritsar. 


Gi (5) S. Labh Singh, ex-President, Municipal Committee,” 


Gujranwala. 


(6) Late Shri Dev Raj Sawhney, Advocate, President, Bar 
Association, Simla. 


(7) Shri Ramjidass Kapala, Member Secretary. 
(c) 1948 one. 


1949 5 
Rs. As. Ps, 
ye (d) (1) Shri P. C. Bhandari .... aoe 235 8 0 
(2) S. Shiv Saran Singh ... oe 466 6 0 
(3) S. Labh Singh or E 819 10 0 
(4) Shri Kesho Ram ae bee 719 8 0 


(e) Rs. 20,860 


(f) An attempt was made by the Committee at a report, but 
the document is slipshod and puts forth no useful suggestions, 


JAIL REFORMS COMMITTEE 


< 360. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister 
be pleased to state :— i 


r 
(a) whether any Jail Reforms Committee was appointed 
by the Government during the year 1948 ; if so, when ; 
BS (b) the-names of the members of this committee together 


with their full addresses ; 
(c) the total expenditure incurred by the Government on 
io this committee ? 
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(Sardar Sajjan Singh) 
(d) the travelling allowance drawn by each of its members 
up till 31-1-50 ; 

‘(e) whether the committze has submitted its report to the - 
Government ; if so the nature of the recommendations i 
made ; 

(f) the action, if any, taken or proposed to be taken by the | 
Government on this report ? | 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: 


(a) Yes, with East Punjab Government, Resolution 
No. 4137-JJ-48/30044, dated the 2nd June, 1948. 


(b) 1. Pt. Thakur Das Bhargava, Chairman, Advocate ~ 
Hissar and Member Constituent Assembly, 31, Canning Lane, 


New Delhi. 
2. Pt. Jagat Ram Bhardwaj, Member, Jail Reforms Commi- 


ttee, Hariana, District Hoshtarpur. 


3, Pt. Neki Ram Sharma, Member, Jail Reforms Committee, 


Bhiwani, District Hissar. = 
4. S. Gulab Singh, Member, Jail Reforms Committee, 
Mohalla Basanwala, Jullundur City. | 
5. Captain Dr. Muashi Singh Member, Jail Reforms Commi- l 
é ttee, Mohalla Gobindgarh, Jullundur City. | 
i 6. Ch. Rattan Singh, M. L. A., Beehta (Kesri), District 
Ambala. 
| 7. Shree B.C. Katoch, Secretary, Inspector General of 
Prisons, Punjab. | 
8. Pt. K. K. Muttoo, Member, Superintendent, Central Jail, a 
Ferozepur. i 
9. Shree R. R. Kumtia, Member, Professor. Government f 
Training College, Jullundur. 
10. Shree M. R. Mehra, Deputy Commissioner, Criminal mis 
Tribes, Jullundur. 
ayin 
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Rs! ap © 
(c) Pay etc. of Establishment TA 4290 8 0 
Travelling Allowance of 

nan Memter and Establishment .. 13,211 14 0 
. Kit Allowance eee sas | 115 0 0 
Contingencies A ks 615 0 0 

Total Expenditure ... | 18,232 6 0 
| eee 
| ʻ Rs. a. p. 
l (4) 1. Pt. Thakur Das Bhargava, Chairman, 3,524 6 0 
h 2. Pt. Jagat Ram Bhardawaj Member, 1,476 6 0 
N 3. Pt. Neki Ram Sharma, Member, 1,173 15 0 

4. S. Gulab Singh, Member, 1,178 11 0 

5. Capt. Dr. Munshi Singh, Member, 1,026 9 0 

6. Ch. Rattan Singh, M. L. A.. 1,123 12 0 

7. Shree B.C Katoch, I G., Prisons, 744 2 0 

8. Pt. K. K. Mutoo, Member, 538 2 0 

9. Shree M. R. Mehra, D. C.C. T., 486 5 0 


ee 


Total 11,272 4 0 


a 


oo (e) A copy of the report is placed onthe table* and shows 
‘the recommendations made by the Committee. 


(f) The recommendations made are being considered by 


| Government. 
i COMMITTEE FOR COTTAGE INDUSTRIES 
361. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for 
Development be pleased to state :— ` 
j (a) whether any committee for small scale and cottage 
S industries was formed by the Government during the 
| year 1948; if so, when: 
| © (b) the names of the members of this committee : 
| (c) the number of the meetings held by it during the years 
ap 1948 and 1949, separately; 
v * Kept in the Library. 
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E (Sardar Sajjan Singh) 
(d) the travelling allowance drawn by each of the non 
official members up till 3lst January 1950 ; 


(e) whether the committee has submitted any report to the 
~ Government ; if so, when ; 
; (f) the action taken or proposed to be taken by the Gov- | | 
_ ernment on this report ; 
(g), the total expenditure incurred by the Government on 


this committee up till 31 January 1950 ? 
The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa : 


(a) Yes.. Small Scale Industries Committee was constituted -e 
by the Government on the 21st February, 1948. ; i 


, (b) The names of the members which represented ‘the 
Committee are given below :— 
Chaudhri Krishan Gopal Dutt. M.L:A. 
Shri Achint Ram, 
Shri Dev Raj Sethi, M» L. A. 
Shri Sohan Lal Oberoi 
Shri Prithi Chand Nayar 
Registrar, Co-operative Societies, Punjrb 
Director of Industries, Punjab 
(c) Nos. of meetings held :— 
1948 ... ... 2. 5 
1949 ccc ee tae 1 
(d) Travelling Allowance drawn'by Non-official members is 
indicated below against each :— 
l. Shri Achint Ram Rs. 909-12-0 $ 
2. Shri Dev Raj Sethi Rs, 1,410-8-0 
(e) Combined report by both Small Scale and Large Scale 
Committees will shortly be submitted. One part/'is 
ready, while the other is not yet complete. 
(f) Government wil! consider its recommendation but the 7 
extent to which they can be accepted will depend on 
À the finances available. 
g) ‘The total expenditure incurred by Government on both Nie 
“large and small scale Committees up till 31-1-1950 ‘was 
Rs. 30,982. ipe 
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COMMITTEE FOR BETTER ADMINISTRATION 
OF FORESTS 


362. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the ban: Minister for 
: Development be pleased to state :— 


3 (a) whether any committee for the better administration of 
Forests was appoințed by the Government during the 
year 1948, if so, when ; - 


(b) the names of the members of this committée ; 


° (c) the number of the meetings held by it during the years 
1948, and 1949 separately ; 


(d) the total expenditure incurred by the Government on 
this committee up till 31-1-50, 


(e) whether this committee has submitted its report to the 
Government, if so, the nature of the recommendations 
made and the action taken or proposed to be taken by 
the Government on this report ? 


The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: 
(a) Yesin May, 1948. 
Cb) (i) Shri Jhunna Singh, I. F.S., Chief Conservator of 
Forests, Punjab. 


(ii) Shri N. P. Mohan, I. F. S. Conservator of Forests, 
now Chief Conservator of Forests, Himachal. 


(idi) Shri Sant Ram Varma, Deputy Secretary to. Govern- 
ment, Punjab, now Director Civil Supplies, Punjab. 


(c) 3 meetings were held in 1948. 
Oa ass None in 1949, 


y . Çd) nil 


| ` (e) Yes, the committee made suggestions for reorganisation 
of Department to effect economy and_ improve 
efficiency. The recommendations were accepted by 
Government. 
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FODDER AND GRAZING COMMITTEE 


363. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for 
Development be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether any Provincial Fodder and Grazing Committee 
was appointed during the year 1948; if so, when: 


(b) the names of the members of this committee : 


€c) the number of the meetings held by it during the years 
1948-49 and 1949-50, separately: 
(d) whether any recommendations have been made by this 


committee to Government ; if so, the nature of the 
recommendations made and the action taken by the 
Government ; 


(e) the travelling allowance drawn by each of the official 
members of this committee ; 


(f) the total expenditure incurred by the Government on 
this committee ; 


The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: The answer to 
this question is not yet ready it will be supplied to the 
hon. Member when ready. 


‘CEES AAEE 


COMMITTEE ON THE CONSTRUCTION OF A 
UNIVERSITY TOWN IN THE NEW CAPITAL 


364. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for 
Land Revenue be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether any Committee on the Constructicn of a 
University building in the new Capital was appointed 
by the Government during the year 1948 ; 


(b) the total expenditure incurred by the Government in 
connection with this committee ; 


(c) whether the committee has submitted its report to the 
Government ; if so, when ; 


(d) the nature of the recommendations made by it; 


(e) the action taken by the Government on this report ? 
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The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava. : 


(a) Yes. 
(b) None 
sees (c) Yes. The report was submitted to Government on the 
” 27th August, 1948, ‘ 
(d) Among other things the committee recommended that 
the proposed Universit: .‘own with 5,000 acres of land should be 
within 6 to 15 miles of ne new Capital with a water-front. 
(e) The report was passed on to the Chief Engineer 
° (Development) for comment. The recommendations will be 
y considered in due course. 
APPOINTMENT OF A COMMITTEE FOR REPORTING 
i ON INDUSTRIAL PROGRESS AND INDUSTRIAL 
| BUILDINGS IN THE NEW CAPITAL 


' 365. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Wil! the hon. Chief Minister 
be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether any committee for reporting on industrial 
progress and industrial buildings in the new Capital 
was appointed by the Government; if so, when: 


(b) the names of the members of this committee together 
with their full adresses ; 


AN ie em o 


(c) the number of the meetings held by it ; 


(d) the travelling allowance drawn by each of the members 
of this committee; ` 


(e) the total expenditure incurred by the Government in 
connection with this committee up till 3lst January 


O aag 1950 3 

” (f) whether the committee has submitted its report to the 
Government ; if so, the nature of the recommendations 

made and the date thereof ; 

(g) the action taken by the Government on this report ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : 
(a) Yes. On the 14th October, 1948. 
ww 
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(Premier ) 
(b) 1. S. M.L. G. and I. 


l 2. Chief Engineer, P. W. D., Electricity Branch. l 
j 3. Director of Industries. ' 
4. S. Ujjal Singh, M. L. A. iii 

5. Seth Ram Narain Vermani. = | 

(c) No meeting was held. | 

(d) None. 
i (e) None. | 
| (f) First Part. No. Second part does not arise. | 


! (g) Does-not arise. 
i COMMITTEE FOR REPORTING ON SOCIAL LIFE AND — 
RECREATION IN THE NEW CAPITAL , 
366. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister | 
be pleased to state :— 
(a) whether any Committee for reporting on social life and 
| recreation in the new Capital was appointed by the 
Government in the year 1948; if so, when; 
(b) the names of the members of this committee together T 
! with their addresses ; 
| (c) the travelling allowance drawn by each member up till 
31-1-50 ; 
(d) the total expenditure incurred by the Government in 
connection with this committee ; 


| (e) whether the committee has submitted its report to the è 
| Government ; if so, when ; 


| | (f) the nature of the recommendation made ; | | 


(g) the action taken by the Government on this report ? | 
The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: p 
(a) Yes, on 26th July, 1948. ow 


(b) 1. Finance Secretary to Government, Punjab. ` | | 
2. Secretary, P.W.D,B&R. 
3. Secretary, Capital Committee. we 
4. Shree G. D. Sondhi, 89, Kotah House, Shahjahan 
Road, New Delhi, iE g 
l 5. Shree S. N. Gupta, Rockery, Simla, E. ' 
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(c) No travelling allowance was drawn by any member, as the 
Committee did not meet at all. 


(d) None. 
: (e) No. Does riot arise, 
(f) Does not arise. 


(g) Does not arise. 


COMMITTEE FOR REPORTING ON EDUCATIONAL 
INSTITUTIONS IN THE NEW CAPITAL. 


367 Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for 
Education be pleased to state : 


(a) whether any Committee for reporting on educational 
institutions in the new Capital was appointed by the 
Government ; if so, when ; 


(b) the personnel of the committee together with their 
full addresses and the number of the meetings held by 
it up till 31. 1. 1950 ; 

(c) the travelling allowance drawn by each member up til 
31. 1. 1950. | 

(d) the total expenditure incurred by the Government in 
connection with this committee ; | 


(e) where the committee has submitted its report to the 
Government ; if so, when; 


(f) the nature of the recommendations made : 
(g) the action taken by the Government on this report ? 


The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh : 
(a) Yes. A sub-Committee consisting of five members was 
formed in September, 1948. 
(b) 1. Shri G. C. Chatterji, M.A., LE.S., Director of Public 
Instruction, Punjab. 
2. Dr. K. C. Khanna. M.A., Ph. D., Deputy Director of 
Public Instruction, Punjab. 


3. Miss V.G. Bhan, Deputy Directress of Public 
Instruction. 


4. Dr. Trilochan Singh, M.A., Ph. D., Inspector of 
Vernacular Education. 
5. R.B. Shri Sohan Lal, Retired Lecturer. 


EE FO 
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(Minister for Education) 
The Committee held only one meeting on 26th March, 


1949. | 
(c) Nil. 
(d) Nil. š pe 
le) Yes. On 4th April, 1949. 
(f) The recommendation of the Committee are summarized 
below. 
Kind of Institutions No. of Institutions Land required 
1. Nursery Schools. 75 About 4 Kanals per A 
school--30 acres. 
2. Primary School. 34 About 2 acres per | 
f 
school—68 acres. P 
3. High Schools. 12 About 20 acres per 
school—240 acres. 
4. Colleges for Boys. 1 100 acres. 
Gir's. 1 100 acres. 
5. Special type for Blind. if 60 acres. 
Deaf and Dumb. 1 
6. Training College for Men, 1 100 acres. . X 
and Women. 1} l k 
7. College for Physical Edu- , 
cation. 1 50 acres. 
8. Recreation centres. 2 20 acres. b 
Cultural Centres. 1 10 acres 
Playgrounds. 25 acres : 
per unit of a population of 5000. ; 
9. School Medical Service. 10 acres. 
10. Employment Bureau. . l 10 acres. 
l1. Polytechnic. — 1 100 acres. 


(g) The report of the Education sub-committee has not yet 
been considered by the Government. 


COMMITTEE FOR HOUSING AND SHOPS. 


368. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for 
Local Self Government and Labour be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether any committee for Housing and Shops was 


: appointed by the Government during the year 1948: 
i if SO» when ? 
! 
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(b) the total expenditure incurred by the Government 
on this committee up till 31-1-1950 ; 
(c) whether the committee has submitted its report to the 
Government ; if so, when ; 
(d) the nature of the recommendations made by it ; 
(e) the action, if any, taken by the Government on this 
report ? 
The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad : 
(a) A Sub-Committee for Housing and Shops: was appointed 
by the Government in December 1948 
(b) to (e) As final decision to go ahead with the Capital 
° Scheme has been taken only recently, no meeting of this sub- 
committee has been incurred by the Government on this 


account ; nor have any recommendations been made by the Sub- 
Committee. 


COMMITTEE FOR REPORTING ON THE COMPENSATION 
AND REHABILITATION OF THE LAND OWNERS AT 
THE SITE OF THE NEW CAPITAL 

369. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister 
be pleased to state : 


4 (a) whether any committee for reporting on the compensa- 


Da tion and Rehabilitation of Land Owners at the site of 
i the new Capital was appointed by the Government: 
| if so, when; 

i! (b) the personnel of the committee ; 


A (c) whether any expenditure has been incurred by the 
Government on this Committee; if so, the total 

I amount spent up till 31-1-1950 ; 

id) whether the committee has submitted any report to the 

Government ; if so, when ; 

{ (e) the nature of the recommendations made by the 

i Committee. 

if 


(f) the action, if any, taken by the Government on the 
report of this Committee ? 


The hon. Dr Gopi Chand Bhargava: 


eo (a) Yes. On 16-8-48. 
$, ' (b) 1. S. Gurbux Singh, Under-Secretary-Revenue. 
H 2. Mr. R. N. Dogra, Under-Secretary (Development) 
aoa B. & R. | 
E 3. S. Balwant Singh, Under-Secretary, Rehabilitation. 
f (c) No. Second part does not arise. 


(d) Yes. On 23-3-1949. 


Origi Erith; 

Punja; dhan Sabha 
Digiti | by; 

Panja WN oita] Librarv 


(2) 58 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY L 77H makCcH, 1950 


(e) A copy ofan extract from the report containing the 
Committee's recommendations is enclosed.* 
(f) The matter is still under the consideration of the Govern- 
ment. 
SELECTION COMMITTEE FOR ADVANCE COURSES — 
TRAINING = 
370. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for 
Development be pleased to state :— 
(a) whether any Selection Committee for Advance Courses 
Training was appointed by the Government; if so, when? 


-,13. (b) the number of the departmental candidates selected by ° 
' this committee during the years 1948 and 1949, 
e 
separately. | 
(c) the number of the candidates so selected sent by the 


Government, for training in advance courses at the 
institutes outside the province during the years 1948 
and 1949, separately ; 

(d) whether any stipend has been sanctioned for these’ 
candidates ; if so, the total amount spent in this connec- 
tion so far ; 

(e) the total amount sanctioned for each candidate per SY 
month ; 

(f) the number of meetings held by the committee durin; 
the years 1948 and 1949, separately ? 


The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: 

(a) Yes. Selection Committees for advance courses in 
Agriculture and Veterinary Science were appointed in July and 
March, 1948 respectively. 


(b) | Year Agriculture Veterinary 
1948 2 ° 2 
1949 2 — 


(c) Only the two candidates selected in 1948 for advance 
courses in Animal Husbandry could join the Indian Veterinary 
Research Institute, Izatnagar (U.P.) The candidates selected for . 
advance training in Agriculture could not join the Institute for 
one reason or the other. 
(d) No, Nil. nod 
(e) Does not arise. | 


(f) Each Selection Committee is required to meet only 
once a year. l 


— a i er 


* Kept in the Library x 
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The Committee constituted for selecting candidates for 
advance training in Veterinary Science met once in 1948 only. 
As regards other Committee set up for the purposes of agricul- 
ture no meeting was held in 1948 and 1949, but the selection of 
candidates was made by circulating papers amongst the members 


of the com nittee with a view to avoid expendizure by Govern- 
ment. 


REGIONAL TRANSPORT AUTHORITY COMMITTEES 
371. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for 
Education be pleased to state : 


(a) the names ofthe members of the Regional Transport 
Authority Committees for the Jullundur and the Ambala 
Divisions appointed by Gcvernment during the years 
1947-48, 1948-49 and 1949-50, respectively, together 
with their full addresses : 

(b) the number of meetings held by them all up till 31st 
January 1950 ; 


(c) the number of the meetings attended by each member 
up till 31st January 1950 ; 


(d) the travelling allowance drawn by each member up till 
21st January 1950 ? 


Sardar Narotam Singh: The anwer is laid on the Table* 


FURNITURE IN THE RESIDENTIAL HOUSES OF 
HON. MINISTERS 
372. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister 
be pleased to state : 

(a) the total value of the furniture placed in the residen- 
tial houses of each of the hon. Ministers at Simla on 
the 0th April. 1949 and the 31st January 1950 respec- 
tively ; 

(b) the monthly rent of the furniture of each of the 
hon. Minister's residential houses fat Simla for the 
months of March, 1948 September 1948 and April 1949 
and January 1950 respectively ; | 

(c) the monthly rent of the residential houses of each of 
the hon. Ministers at Simla for the months mentioned 
in part (b) above ? 


The hon Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargavsz : 
(a) The total value of the furniture supplied by Punjab 
Government in the residential houses of each of the hon. 


Ministers on the 30th April 1949 and the 31st January 1950 is 


given below :— 
sks 
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. (Chief Minister) 


(i) Allan Bank (Residence of ve 


‘hon. Chief Minister) 


‘the hon. Minister for Labour) 


| ' tion) 


(v Brockhurst No. 2 (Residence 
' of the hon. Minister for Develop- 


ment) 


| Gi) Victoria Place (Residence of 


| (iii) Charlie Villa (Residence of 
_ * ' the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation) 

(iv) Brockhurst No. 1 (Residence 
of the hon. Minister tor Educa- 


[ 7TH marca, 1980 


30th April 49 31st Jany. 1950 


Rs. Rs. 
11,846 11,846 
2,012 2,217 
4,305 7,381 
5,569 5,829 
5,009 6,592 


A (b) The monthly rent of the furniture of each of the hon. 


"Minister's residential houses at Simla forthe months of March 


: 48, Sept. 48, April 49, and January 1950 is as under : 


March 48. 
(i) Allan Bank 07/11 
Cii) Victoria Place 30/5 
(iii) Charlie Villa 70/7 
‘Giv) Brockhurst No. 1 62/2 
(v) Brockhurst No.2 53/4 


Sept. 48 April49 Jany. 50 
207/11 207/11 207/11 


30/5 30/5 32/4 


70/7 70/7 108/14 
62/3 69/10 72/14 


56/4 62/10 82/6 


All the furniture referred to above, is old one belonging to 


‘Government and nothing new has been purchased. 
(c) The monthly rent of the residential houses of each of the 
hon. Ministers at Simla for the months mentioned in para. (b) 


above is as follows : 


March 48 Septr.48 April 49 Jany. 50 


(i) Allan Bank 274/2 
(ii) VictoriaPlace 250/- 
(iii) Charlie Villa 333/6 
(iv) Brockhurst No.1 277/1 

= 8/1 
Tennis 
* court 


(v) Brockhurst 11/9 
No. 2 9/6 
Tennis 

court 


274/2 274/2 274/2 
250/- 250/- 250/- 
333/6 333/6 333/6 

277/1 277/1 277/1 


8/1 8/1 8/1 
Tennis Tennis Tennis 
court court court 

311/9 311/9 311/9 

9/6 9/6 9/6 
Tennis Tennis Tennis 

court court court 
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SPECIAL POLICE STAFF. 


373. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister 
be pleased to state :— 


(a) the date on which the special police staff for the 
recovery of the abducted muslim girls and women was 
frst appointed in each district of the East Punjab ; 


(b) the name of the officer incharge and his rank in each 
district since the organisation of the staff upto 2-12-49. 


(c) the number of the abducted girls, women and children 
recovered in each district up to 2-12-1949 ; 


(d) whether any commendatory certificates, rewards. 
promotions or compensations in any other form were 
given to any of the officers engaged on the job; if so, 
their list and the nature of the reward sanctioned. 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : 
(a) On the 10th December, 1947. 


(b) A statement ‘ giving the required information is laid on 
the table.* 


(c) A statement ‘ showing the number of abducted women 
and children recovered in each district is laid on the table.’ 

(d) A statement showing the commendation certificates 
and rewards granted to various police officers employed on the 
Recovery Staff is laid on the table.* Besides, Shri Surindra Nath, 
Deputy Superintendent ot Police, employed on this work in the 
West Punjab, was granted an Indian Police Medal. No officer 


was promoted merely on account of the work done by him in 
the Recovery Staff. | 


ee 


PROVINCIAL CONSUMERS OF COAL IN AMRITSAR 
DISTRICT. 
374. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for 
Development he pleased to state :— | . 


(a) the names together with their full addresses of the 
persons who were enlisted as Provincial Consumers 
of Coal in the district of Amritsar during the period 
from 15-8-47 to 31-12-49 : 


* Kept in the Library. 
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( Sardar Sajjan Singh ) | 
| (b) whether any of the persons mentioned in part (a) above 
| , was already on the list of the District Coal Consumers 
of the Amritsar district during the aforesaid period ; 
if so, the reasons for the change made ; 
(c) whether any of the persons referred toin part (a) or 
(b) above was the owner of any brick kiln ; 
(d) the quantity of coal allowed to each of the provincial 
and district consumers during the aforesaid period ? 


The hon, Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: 
(a) A statement giving the requisite information is enclosed.* e 


(b) The firms mentioned at items (1) to (6)in the enclosed te 
| statement were on the list of the District Coal Consumers. 
: They were brought on the Provincial list as their assessment of 
| coal/coke was three wagons or more per annum. 
| (c) No. 

(d) The quantity of coal/coke allowed to the consumers 
mentioned at (a) above is given in column 3 and 4 of the state- 
ment enclosed. As regards district consumers, Government 
regret that the labour involved in collecting the information 
would be incommensurate with the results which may be l xX 
achieved. 


eR EET 


COMMITTEE FOR REPORTING ON THE POPULATION 
OF THE NEW CAPITAL 
375. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Willthe hon. Chief Minister 
be pleased to state :— | 
(a) whether any committee for reporting on the population 
of the new capital was appointed during the year 1948 ; 
i if so, when ; 
(b) the name of the members of this committee ; 
(c) the number of the meetings held by it so far ; 


(d) the travelling allowance drawn by each of its non- 
official members up to 31-1-50. i . 
(e) whether the Committee has submitted any report to 
the Government ; if so, the nature of the recommen- 
dations made and the action taken by the Government cc 
on this report; 


(f) the expenditure incurred by the Government on this a 
committee up to now ? 


* Kept in the Library 
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The hon, Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : 
(a) Yes. 16th August, 1948. 
(b) 1. Chief Engineer (Development) B. & R 
2. Director of Industries. 
‘es 3. One representative of F.C-R.R. 
= ~ 4. Registrar, Punjab University. 
5. Seth Sudarshan, MLA. 
(c) Only one meeting was held on 18-4-1949, 
(d) Rs. 65/8/- drawn by the Registrar, Punjab University. 
(e) Only a brief interim report was submitted by the 
Committee, its final report is awaited, Does not arise. 
=r (f) Rs. 65/8/- only. 


ee ETE 


COMMITTEE FOR REPORTING ON HEALTH AND 
MEDICAL IN THE NEW CAPITAL. 


576. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for 
Rehabilitation be pleased to state:— 
(a) Whether any Cammittee for reporting on Health and 
2 Medical in the new Capital was formed by the 
| Government during the year 1948 ; if so, when; 
(b) the names of the members of this committee together 
with their addresses ; 


(c) the travelling allowance drawn by each of these 
members up to 31-1-1950 ; 


(d) the total expenditure incurred by the Government on 
this Committee; 


(e) whether the Committee has submitted its report to the 
Government ; if so, the nature of the recommendation 


made ; 

— (f) the action taken by the e on this report ? 

The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: 

j (a) Yes. 28th August, 1948. ' 
ap y (b) 1. Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals. 
2. Director of Public Health. 
a 3. Lt. Colonel Amir Chand, I.M.S., (Retired) 
| 4. §. Shiv Saran Singh, M.L.A. 
° 5. A representative of the Finance Department. 
Ohipinad wiki 
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_ ( Chief Minister ) 


(c) No travelling allowance was drawn by any member as 


the committee as such did not meet. 


(d) None. 

(e) Yes. A copy of the report containing recommendations 
is enclosea * | 

(f) The report was passed on to CE (Development) for 


comments. The recommendations will be taken into considera- 
tion in due course. 


a 


-Í EMPLOYMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
377. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Willthe hon. Minister for 
Local Self Government be pleased to state :— 

(a) whether any Employment Advisory Committees have 
been appointed by the Government; if so, when they 
were appointed. 

(b) the number and perscnnel of each of these committees. 

(c) the total expenditure incurred by the Government in 
connection with these committees during the years 
1948 and 1949 separately ; 

(d) the number of the meetings held by each of these 
committees during the years 1948 and 1949 separately, 

(e) the travelling allowance drawn by each member up to 
31-1-50 

The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad: (a) (i) No. 
(ii) dothot arise. 
(b) 


(c) | do not arise. 
d 


(e) 


w br CANAL MINOR IN DISTRICT AMRITSAR 


578. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister 


be pleased to state : 


(a) whether a new canal minor was constructed to irrigate 
the lands of village Dall and village Wan, Tehsil Patti, 
District Amritsar, during the year 1949; 


* Kept in the Library 
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(b) the number of the canal outlets sanctioned for villages 
Dall and wan respectively ; 


(c) the area under the command of each of the outlets 
along with the authorised volume of discharge of each 
of these outlets ; 


(d) whether during the year 1949 the actual volume of , 
discharge of these outlets was recorded; if so, the 
date or dates of inspection of each of those outlets 
and the actual volume of discharge recorded each 

’ R time during 1949 ; 


<a (e) the area actually irrigated by each of those outlet? 
during rabi 1949-50 ; 


(F) whether or not the arer actually irrigated in village 
Dall was less than the permissible area; if so, the 
reasons therefor and what steps, if any, GovernmenS 
proposes to take to make up the deficiency in the 
area irrigated ? 


Tha hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : 
(a) Yes. 


(6) 4 outlets for village Dall and 2 tail outlets for village 
Wan. 


(c) and (e) The information is placed on the table * 


(d) Yes, observations were made on 9-12-49 and found aS. 
per authorised, 


(f) Yes, on the 3 outlets und er Serial Nos. 2, 3, and 4 of the 
statement. It is due to the fact that the areaof village Dall is 
very high and all the watercourses were not dug by the share - 

— holders. The shareholders also did not stick to any Warabandi 
À with the result that even low land with a good commani was 
not irrigated. 


These outlets started functioning for the first time in Rabi 
C oe 1949-50. The total irrigation of these outlets is 75L acres against 
763 acres permissible and it is likely to improve next crop. 


* Kept in the Library. 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 

Pan jabola 


(2) 66 PUNJAB: LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY ([ 7TH MARCH, 1950 


BRICK KILNS IN BEAS AREA 


579. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for 
Development be pleased to state :—. 


(a) the area within the jurisdiction of the Beas Police 
Station, District Amritsar in which brick kilns were 
allowed to work during the years 1945-46, 1946-47, 
1947-48,1948-49 and 1949-50 respectively ; 

(b) the quantity of coal supplied to each of the aforesaid 
kilns during each year at controlled rates ; 

(c) whether Government entered into contracts with the 
owners of the kilns for the supply of bricks at fixed 
rates; if so, the nature of the contracts entered into; 

(d) the number of bricks purchased by the Government 
from each kiln during each of the years mentioned 
in (a) above ; 

(e) the number of bricks made at each of the kilns during 
each of the aforesaid year ; 

(f) the rates fixed, if any, for the first and second class 
bricks per thousand for sale to Government and the 

„public respectively during each year ; 

(g) the names of the respective owners of the kilns together 

with their full addresses ? 


The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa : 


(a) Government do no demarcate areas in which brick kilns 
are allowed to work. 
b). (c), (d), (e) and (g) Do not arise. 
(f) The rates fixed in the Amritsar district in the end of 
1949 were Rs. 31/- and Rs. 25/- for first class and second class 
bricks respectively for public and the Government. 


CASES OF MURDER, DACOITY, ETC. 


380. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chiet Minister be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing :— 
(a) the number of murder, dacoity, burglary, theft, rape 
and other criminal cases registered at the different 
Police Stations of each district in the province during 
the year 1949; 


| 
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(b) the number of cases in each of the above categories 
which were traced and sent up for trialin each district 
during the year 1949 ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : 


(a) and (b). A statement is laid on the table * 


LOANS TO DISPLACED PERSONS 


381. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for 
Rehabilitation be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing :— 


(a) the names of the displaced persons in the Amritsar 
district with their full hone addresses, who have been 
granted loans by the Government between (i) Rs. 1,000 
and Rs. 2,000 (ii) Rs. 2,001 and Rs 3.0002 (iii) Rs 3,001 
and 4,000, (iv) Rs. 4001 and Rs. 5,000 and (v) of more 
than Rs. 5,000 ? 
The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: 

(a) The time and trouble involved in collecting die infor: 
mation in respect of the names together with addresses of the 
persons who have been advanced loans in Amritsar District 
will not be commensurate with any possible benefit to be 
obtained and it is not in the public interest to collect the 
information. 

However the No. of displaced persons who have been 
advanced loans is laid on the table :— 


(i) From Rs. 1,000/- to Rs. 2,000/- 250 
(it) From Rs. 2,001/- to Rs. 3,000/- 3 
(iii) From Rs, 3,001/- to Rs. 4,000/- 2 
(iv) From Rs. 4,00L/- to Rs. 5,C00/- 13 : 
(v) of more than Rs. 5,000/- Nil by the Punjab 
Government. 


Se 


PUNISHMENTS TO CONSTABLES, HEAD-CONSTABLES 
AND ASSISTANT SUB-INSPECTORS OF POLICE, ETC. 


382. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Willthehon. Chief Minister 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing :— 


(a) the number’ of MHead-Constables, Assistant Sub- 
Inspectors, Sub-Inspectors, Inspectors, Deputy 


* Kept in the Library — 
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Superintendents and Superintendents of Police who 
were awarded punishment of any kind during the year 

i 1946-47, 1947-48, 1948-49 and 1949-50 respectively ; 
| (b) the number of police constables who were punished 
on any account during eachof the years mentioned 


in part (a) above ? oo i 
The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : E 
(a) 
1947-48 1948-49 1949-50 

Superintendents of Police — — = : 

Dy. Superintendents of Police — 6 — 

Inspectors: — 6 1 h 

Sub-Inspectors 37 48 &0 - 

Asstt. Sub-Inspectors. 33 26 77 ) 
Head Constables. 69 146 164 | | 
: Complete records are not available for 1946-47, i.e- pre- | 
partition period. ! 
: (b) Foot Constables 616 ` 1345 1,666. | 
| MUSLIM MEMBERS OF MUNICIPAL COMMITTEES, ETC. | 


383. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for 
Local Self Government and Labour be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing -— 

(a) the number of Muslim members cf Municipal 
Committees, District Boards, Small Town Committees 
and Notified Area Committees, respectively who 
migrated to Pakistan during the year 1947-48 in each 

| district of the Jullundur Division ; | 
(b) the number of vacancies thus caused and the number 
of vacancies filled through nominations by the 

Government ; 


(c) the number of refugees nominated in each of the ~ 

i. aforesaid local bodies in each district ; - | 

(d) the number of non-refugees nominated in each of the | 

aforesaid local bodies in each district ? l 

| The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad : cue 
2 (a) to (d) A statement containing the requisite information 


is laid on the table.? on 


* Kept in the Library. 
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MUSLIM MEMBERS OF MUNICIPAL COMMITTEES, ETC. 


384. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for 
Local Self-Government and Labour be pleased to state :— 


A (a) the number of the Muslim members of the Municipal 


Committees, District Boards, Small Town Committees 
and Notified Area Committees who migrated to 


Pakistan during 1947-48 respectively in each of the 
districts of Ambala Division ; i 


(b) the number of the persons nominated in each of the 
local bodies ot each district with the following 
particulars ; (i) the number of the refugees nominated 
(ii) the number of the non-refugee members ? 


The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad: 


A statementc-ontaining the requisite information is attached.* 


ee ee ee 


PUNITIVE POLICE POST IN VILLAGE AUJLA, 
DISTRICT GURDASPUR 


Bae 385. Sardar Shiv Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister 
be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether it is a fact that a punitive police was posted 
at village Aujla, Tehsil and district Gurdaspur, if so, 
the reasons therefor ; o 


(b) the total number of crimes, like murders, dacoities and 
thefts committed in said village during the last four 
years ; 


(c) the total number of bad characters in the said village 
according to the police record : 


(d) whether it is a fact that this punitive police post has 


aii e e e e e 
been located in connection with the tampering with 
g the railway line : l 
(e) whether it is also a fact that the place where the 
mischief to the railway line was done isin the 
: i jurisdiction of the Gurdaspur town ; 
(f) whether the police suspects any individual of the 
smg a z ° e e ° e 
village in connection with the incident referred to in 
part (e) above ?- 
* Kept in the Library. 
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_ The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : 


(a) Yes. The post was located because the railway line was 
tampered with. 


RE SL ER RT 


hi] 
(b) The statistics of crime committed during the last four -a 
years are as follows :— 
Year Murders Dacoities Thefts Robberies | 
1946 oe ne E rei 
1947 3 2 
1948 a us 2 
1949 eae on i 3 1 —aja 
(c) Three. l 2 
(d) Yes. ‘ 
: (e) No. 
: (f) Yes. He is being helped by the other villagers. 
| ELECTRIC POWER CONTROL BOARD 
386. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Willthe hon. Minister for ~L 
Local Self Government and Labour be pleased to state :— 
(a) whether any ‘Electric Power Control Board’ was 
| appointed by the Government between 15th August 
| 1947 and 3lst ‘January 1950: if so, when; 
| (b) the names of its members; 
| (c) the number of the meetings held by it during the years 
1948 and 1949, respectively ; 
: (d) the total expenditure incurred by the Government on 
this Board up till 31st January 1950 ; 
P (e) the travelling allowance drawn by each of its non- DA 


official members ; 
(f) the number of applicitions regarding electric connec- 
tions for house-hold consumption and the factory 
: working received by this Board from 15th August 1947 
i to 31st January 1950; a 


(g) the number of such applications sanctioned by the 
Government on the advice of this Board ; 


(h) the number of such applications rejected by the 
Government on the recommendation of this Board ? 
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The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad: The answer to this 


question is mot yet ready. It will be supplied to the hon. 


Member when ready. 


AA 


COMMITTEE FOR FACTORY INDUSTRIES 
387. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for 


Development be pleased to state : 


(a) whether any Committee for large-scale Factory Indust- 
ries was appointed during the year 1948; if so, when ; 
(b) the names of the members of this committee ; 
(c) the number of the meetings held by it during the years 
e 1948 and 1949, separately : 
(d) the total expenditure incurred by the Government on 


this committee up till 31st January 1950; _ 
(e) the travelling allowances drawn by each of the non- 


official members of this committee up till 31st January 
1950; - 

(f) whether any report has been submitted by this 
committee to the Government ; if so the action taken 
or propose to be taken by the Government on these 


recommendations ? 


The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: 


Yes. Large Scale Industries Committee was constituted 


by the Government on the 21st February, 1948. 
(b) The names of the members which represented the 


Committee are given below: 


= 
salem 
L; 
2 
3 
` 4 
5 
6 
Pa rf 
8 
9, 
10. 
11. 


12, 
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Shri Jag Raj Bhalla, Chairman. 
Shri Ujjal Singh, M.L.A. 

Shri Ajit Singh, M-L.A. 

Shri Behari Lal Chanana, M L.A. 


. Shri Ganga Saran, M.L.A. 


Shri Inder Singh, M.L.A. 
Shri Bhagwan Dass, M.L.A. 
Shri I. P. Anand. 
Shri Sapuran Singh Chawla. 
Shri Harbhajan Singh. 
Shri Gurdial Singh. 
Shri A. R. Oberoi. 
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(Minister for Develepment.) 
13. Shri H. R. Bhatia, P.W.D., Electricity. ` 
14. Chief Engineer, P.W.D., Irrigation. 
15. A representative of the Forest Department. 
16. Director of Industries, Punjab. ~ 
(c) Number of meetings held : 
1948 ee as 7 
199 = 1 
(d) The total expenditure incurred by Government on both 
the large and small scale committees up till’ 3lst January, 1950 
was Rs. 30,982. 
(e) The travelling allowance drawn’ by the non‘official 
members is indicated below against each : 


1. Shri Jag Raj Bhalla. l a sae 527 
2. Shri Ujjal Singh, M-L.A.- ies ie? 1,479 
3. Shri Ajit Singh, M-L-A. = aa 299 
4. Shri Behari Lal Chanana, M.L. A. - ` 1,658 
5. Shri Ganga Saran, M L.A. wee ess 511 
6. Shri Inder Singh, M.L.A. “a sad 438 
7. Shril. P. Anand see ah 1,971 
8. Shri Sapuran Singh Chawla es os 1,479 
9. Shri Harbhajan Singh a ee 204 
10. Shri Gurdial Singh ie = 240 


(f) An interim report was sent by the Chairman to hon. 
Minister for Development in 1948. The final meeting of the 
Board took place in 1949. One part of the report is under print 
while the other bas not yet been prepared in final form and is 
awaited. 


COMMITTEE FOR REPORTING ON THE BUILDING OF 
LECISLATIVE DEPARTMENT IN THE NEW CAPITAL. 
388. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister 
bé pleased to s ate :-- 

(a) whether any Committee for reporting on the building 
of the legislative department in the new Capital was 
appointed by Government ; if so, when - 

(b) the total expenditure incurred by the Government so 
far in connection with this committee : 


Digital Library 
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(c) whether the committee has submitted its report to 
the Government: if so, the nature ef the recommen- 


dations made and the date thereof ; 
(d) the action taken by the Government on this report ? 


mmo The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : 
=s (a) Yes. On 15th November, 1948. 
(b) No expenditure has been incurred. 
(c) First part No. Second part does not arise. 
(d) Does not arise. 
° APPOINTMENT OF A COMMITTEE FOR REPORTING ON 
a THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE HIGH COURT IN THE 
NEW CAPITAL. 


389 Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister 
be pleased to state :— i 
(a) whether any committee for reporting on the construc- 
tion of the High Court Building in the new Capital 
was appointed by the Government during the year 
1948 ; if so when ; 
od (b) the personnel of this committee : 
(c) the travelling allowance drawn by each member of this 
committee ; 
(d) the total expenditure incurred by the Government on 
this Committee : 
(e) whether the committee has submitted its report to the 
Government; if so, the nature of the recommendations 
made : 
(f) the action; if any, taken by the Government on this 
report ? 
=i _ The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : 
(a) Yes. In August, 1948. 


(b) (1) The Hon. Chief Justice. 
(2) The Hon. Mr. Justice Teja Singh. 


=e (3) The Hon. Mr. Justice A.N. Bhandari. 
(4) Shri Dev Raj Sahni, Barrister-at-law. 
dpe (5) Shri Bhagirath Dass, Advocate. 


(c) No travelling allowance was drawn. 
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(Chief Minister) 
(d), None. 
(e) Copies of the replies to the questionnaire were 
received and passed on to C. E, (Dev.): for comments. 
(f;  Fhese replies will be considered in due course. - 


: 
| 


DEPARTMENTAL AND JUDICIAL BILLS OF POLICE | 
STATIONS EN PATTI TEHSIL | | 
390. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister | ! 
be pleased to state : i | 
Ca) the total amount of expenditure for October 1949 
incurred by each of the police stations of Patti Tehsil -29 
in the Amritsar district on account of departmental 
and judicial bills > 
(b) whether in any of these police stations the bills of the 
aforesaid month ever exceeded the imprest money; 1$ 
so, to. what extent in each police station ; 
(c) how the police officers of these police stations managed 
to meet the extra amounts for the aforesaid month ; 


(d) the dates on which amounts on account of the aforesaid’ 
bills were sent to recoup the imprest money for that 
| month, 
J The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: 
a) 
(b)/ The statement giving the requisite information is 
| (c 
| and (d) \ given below :— 
“| S]. Name Answer Answer Answer Answer of (d) o 
| No. of of (a). of (b) of (c) 
| SEE ee eee 
| Police 
l Station = 
L Patti 611/4/- 422/4/. From 6/12/- 10-10-49 
| their own 504/8/- 18-10-49 
| pocket till i 
| recoupment. ia 
2 Bhikhi- 32/8/- oo. 24/6/- 23-11-49. PES 
wind 8/21- 10-1-50. 
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3 Khalra 119/11/- 69/11/- From their 119/11/- 1-11-49 
E own pocket 19-11-49 
till recoup- 


ment. 
_ 4 Valtoha 107/13/- 47/13/- do 65/51- 18-10-49. 
-x i 11/11/- 7-12-49 
30/13/- 24-12-49 
s IMPREST MONEY 
— S91. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister 
os be pleased to state : 


(a) whether the expenditure of the different police stations 
in the Amritsar district during the months of June and 
July 1948 was more than 12 times the imprest money 
provided for the aforesaid months; if so, what 
arrangements were made to meet this extra amount 


y and from where the amount was obtained to pay up the 
extra expenses ; 


(b) the total amount spent by the different police stations 
of the Amritsar district on account of the judicial and 
departmental bills separately for the months of June 
and July 1949, respectively ; 


. (c) the time taken by the district authorities to sanction 
the judicial bills and send the same to the respective 
police stations regarding these months ; 


(d). the total amount sent during June and July 1949 on 
Ay account cf judicial bills ; 


(e) the total amount sent during August 1949 on account 
of such bills ? 


- ' The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : 
= 
The answer to this question is not yet ready. It will be 

d Supplied to the hon. Member when ready. 

4 * \ 
oad 

| i 
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PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE. 


ACTION AGAINST corrupt OFFICIALS 


Secretary: Statement showing action taken against corrupt 
officials in East Puniab during the period 1-1-48 to 


, = 
a 31-12-48 is laid on the table.* ye 
| aoe 
| | 
j POINT OF ORDER RE-SWEARING IN OF MEMBERS AND 
| ADDRESS BY GOVERNOR ` 
Shri Bhim Sen Sachar (Ex-member West Punjab E 
Assembly representing Lahore City, General, Urban) (Hindi) : PARN 


On a point of order, Sir, I submit that all the proceedings that 
were conducted in this Chamber yesterday must not be incorpo- 
rated in the proceedings of this Assembly, on account of the i 
fact that the business of oath-taking which was transacted yester- 
day morning, was not the business of the House. Similarly the | 
Address delivered by His Excellency the Governor was not the | 


pe EEE e a aa e a r —~— 


business of the House. Under these circumstances, the procee- 
dings of yesterday’s meeting cannot become part of the official 
record of proceedings of the Assembly. In support of this point 7 
of order of mine, Sir, I draw your attention to the notification | 


~ ae 


issued by the Secretary of your Department under Rule 3 of the 
Rules of Procedure. ‘his notification states that the Punjab 
Legislative Assembly shall meet at the Assembly Chamber at 
ll a.m. on Monday, the 6th March, 1950. The Assembly, 
according to this notification, should have met at 11 a.m. on thé 
| 6th March. But it did not hold any meeting at that time. You, | 
! Sir, yourself remarked yesterday that the Members, unless they 
E tock oath, could not sit in the House. So the Members cannot j 
be deemed to have met as a House in yesterday's meetings. The a 
business that was transacted yesterday in the morning, was i ! 
under Article 188 of the ‘Constitution and it cannot be consi- | 
dered to be the business of the House. The administering of | 
| oath is the business of the Governor and to advise him is the | 
business of the Government. In all this business, I am sorry to 
| say, Government has completely bungled. 


* Kept in the Library. , é 
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Mr. Speaker: No such remarks. I will ask the hon. 
Member to withdraw those words. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Ona point of order, Sir. 


Mr. Speaker: Let him finish. He has also raised a point 
of order. 


a: Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: In this connection, Sir, I want to 
draw your attention to Article 188 of the Constitution Act. It 
lays down: 


Every Member of the Legislative Assembly or the Legislative Council of a 


° State shall, before taking his seat, make and subscribe before the 
Governor or some person appointed in that behalf by him, 


{ 
an oath or affirmation according to the form set out for the purpose 
` in the Third Schedule. 
My submission is that the business conducted by you in 
the meeting held yesterday in the morning was done not in 
i 


the capacity of Speaker but in the capacity of an officer 

appointed in that behalf by the Governor, or in your personal 

capacity as Sardar Kapoor Singh. The business thus transacted 

could not have anything to do with the business of the House, 

~ just as the holding and conducting of elections of the Members, 

can have no connection with the Assembly. Nobody. who has 

: not taken an oath, can sit in a meeting of the Assembly, 

under the Constitution. The administering of oath to the 

Members, cannot be done in a meeting of the House and any- 

i body who without sanction attends a meeting of the Assembly 

; is liable to pay penalty of Rs. 500/- per sitting. The business of 

i administering the oath must precede the official business of the 

House. I, therefore, contend that yesterday's business was 

that of the Executive. The Governor could appoint anybody 

to administer the nath ta the han. Members. You, Sir, yourself. 

Ap. remarked vesterday that no Member could attend a meeting 

. of the House without having taken the oath. 

| 
| 


VA Mr. Speaker : Idid not say that. What I said was that the 


business of the House could not be transacted unless the 
< Members took the oath. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: I submit, Sir, that no Member, 
unless he has taken the oath, can participate in the proceedings 


l 
i 
| 
' 
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of the Assembly. I therefore want to know whether there was 
any Member, excepting you, who had taken the oath prior to 
the taking of oath by the hon. "Deputy Speaker yesterday. 
| Even the five brethren who could sit in that meeting, could :not 
| do so as Members. Their position was that of the Advocate 
| 
| 


General who can participate in the proceedings of the House -$ 
but cannot vote. These Panj Piaras......... A 


( Interruption ) l | 
i 
i Mr. Speaker: No question of ‘Panj Piaras’ i 


Chaudhri Kartar Singh: He should not be allowed to 
make any such remarks. He should withdraw them. 


i Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: I am afraid I have been mis- —+ 
understood. I did not use those words in the sense understood 
| ` by my hon. Friends. I am, however, prepared to withdraw 
l them. I wanted to know whether the business of oath-taking 
7 could be the official business of the House. If that was the 
| © business of the Executive, it cannot become part of the 
: proceedings of the House. 


a Mr. Speaker: Two points have been raised by the hon. : 
Member. His first point is that the meeting of the House 
which was held at 11 a-m. on the 6th March was not a regular 
meeting of the Assembly. The hon. Member is aware that the 
Governor summoned the Assembly under Art. 174 of the 
Constitution to meet at 11 a.m. on the 6th March and fixed the 
agenda for that meeting. The hon. Member seems to be under 
the impression that the Governor appointed me to administer 
the oath which the hon. Members of the Assembly were 
required to take in my personal capacity. I will, for the 
information of the House, read the letter which was sent by the 
Governor in that connection which runs :— 


| In exercise of the powers vested in me under Art. 188 of the Constitution 

of India, I, Chandulal Madhavalal Trivedi, Governor of the Punjab $ 
State, hereby appoint the Honourable Speaker of tne Punjab Legis- 

| lative Assembly to administer an oath or affirmation to every 

member of the Punjab Legislative Assembly, before he/she takes 

his/her seat in the said Assembly. 
| 

q 


Thus the hon. Member will see that I was appointed to _ 
administer the oath not in my personal capacity, but in my 
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capacity as the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly. 
Had any person in his individual capacity been appointed for 
the purpose, the case would have been different and there 
would have been some force in the hon. Member’s argument, but 
the fact of the matter, as I have already said, is that I was 
appointed to discharge that duty as the Speaker of the Assembly 
and not in my individual.«capacity. My view, therefore, is that 
since the Governor summoned the Assembly to meet onthe 6th 
March and the agenda was fixed also for that day—the agenda be- 
ing that the Members ofthe Assembly would take the oath before 
the Sp2zaker—that meeting was"a regular meeting of the House 
and was quite legal and proper and there is no reason why that 
meeting should be treated as if it was a gathering of the 
Members outside the Assembly as has been contended by the 
hon Member. The House having completed the agenda set out 
for that particular meeting adjourned till today without question 


put. 


As regards taking of seats by the Members before taking 
the oath, the spirit of the rule is that the business of the House 
cannot be transacted and the Members cannot take part in any 
debate or exercise their vote before taking the oath. It does not 
mean that they cannot come inside the Chamber or occupy their 
seats. 


Now I come to the second point raised by Shri Bhim Sen 
Sachar. His contention is that the address of the Governor 
should not form part of the proceedings of the House. Under 
the Constitution the Governor has a right to address the 
Assembly or the Legislative Council—whzere one exists—or both 
the Houses of Legislature. Nobody can question that right. As 
to whether that was a regular meeting of the Assembly, I myself 
had a feeling while the Governor was addressing this House 
whether I was there as the Speaker of the Assembly or as an 
ordinary Member. However, the contention of the hon. Member 
that the Governor's Address should not form part of the proveed- 
ings of the Assembly does not seem to me tenable since the 
Governor addressed this House in accordance with the provisions 
of the Constitution and if it is not to form part of the proceed- 
ings of the House, how can we discuss it today? As to the objec- 
tion of the hon. Member as to why the Governor addressed after 
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(Mr. Speaker) 


the adjournment of its first meeting, I think the Governor could 
address the Assembly the same day or the next day as he chose- 
He addressed the Assembly the same day to save time and 
for the purpose of economy. I therefore rule that the meeting 
of the Assembly at 11 a.m. on the 6th March was a regular and 
legally constituted meeting of the House and the Address of His 
Excellency the Governor which he was pleased to deliver at 
3 p.m should form part of the Assembly proceedings. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Sir, I am thankful to you for 
having explained the whole positionto me. After your ruling 
I have no right to raise my voice as regards the first part. As 
regards the second part, however, I draw your attention to 
Articles 174 and 176 of the Constitution. My contention is that 
there is no address of the Governor to the Assembly as required 
by Art. 176 and therefore there should be no resolution which 


is sought to be moved by Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt. 


Yesterday when the Governor was here, he had invited us as 
he could invite us to the Barnes Court for a cup of tea. To me 
there appears to be no difference between a meeting in the 
Barnes Court and the one which took place here yesterday— 
perhaps the only difference is that while in the Barnes Court we 
would have been given tea and we did not give any tea to the 
Governor here. It was just a social gathering. It was not an 
address to the Legislative Assembly as such but to the Members 
of the Legislative Assembly. Ifyou will kindly refer to Art. 
174 of the Constitution you will find :— 


The House or Houses of the Legislature of the State shall be summoned 
to meet twice at least in every year, end six months shall not inter- 
vene between their last sitting in one session and the date appointed 


for their first sitting in the next session. 


Now which is the first sitting of the session? As you have 
held, the meeting which took place at 1l a.m. yesterday was the 
first sitting. Now under Art. 1/6 :— 


At the commencement of every session. the Governor shall address the 
Legislative Assembly. 


My contention is that the Governor must address the 
Assembly at the commencement of every session and that could 
not be postponed to any time subsequent to the commencement 


` 


4 


4 
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of the session. At the commencement of the session of the 
Assembly, the first item should have been the address of the 
Governor to the Assembly. Since that was not done and the 
Assembly was adjourned till today and the meeting that took 
place at 3 p.m. was not a regular meeting of the Assembly, my 
su nission is that the Governor did not address the Legislative 
Assembly as such and cherefore there is no address before the 
Assembly on which a discussion can take place today. As I 
have already said what took place on the afternoon of the 6th 
e March should not form part of the proceedings of the Assembly. 


a Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member is unnecessarily laying 
stress on the words “at the commencement of every session”. 
I have already given myruling. It was perfectly op2n to the 
Governor to address the Assembly on the opening day or the 
second day. As I have held that the address of His Excellency 


the Governor should form part of the Assembly proceedings, 
the matter ends. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: The hon. Member will not agree to 
what you say. (Laughter). 


: we Mr. Speaker: The difficulty with the hon. Member is that he 
is emphasising only the first part of Art. 176 of the Constitution. 
He should look to the second part also. In my opinion the 
Article does not mean that even before taking the oath by the 
members the Governor should have come in and addressed the 
House. I do not agree with this view of the hon. Member. 

Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: What I submit is that the Govern- 
ment should have seen to it that the Members took the oath of 
office before the Governor came to deliver his address. 


“ Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member has already admitted that 
the first part of yesterday's proceedings, t.e., the meeting of 

T a the Assembly at 11 A.M. was in order. 

Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: I have to abide by your ruling 

Sir, 

j , Mr. Speaker: I hold that the meeting of the Legislative 
Assembly held yesterday was in order and the address of His 
Excellency the Governor should form part of the proceedings 
of the Assembly and at the same time hon. Chaudhri Krishna 
Gopal Dutt has a right to move the motion of thanks to His 
Excellency the Governor. I call upon him to move his motion. | 


t 
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DISCUSSION OF GOVERNOR'S ADDRESS 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt (Ex-Member West Punjab 
Assembly representing North Eastern Towns, General, Urban) 
(Hindi) : Sir, I move— 


That the members of this House assembled in this session are deeply 
grateful to His Excellency the Governor for the Address which he 


has been pleased to deliver to the House. 


This motion happens to be of a great vital importance. 
Through this motion it is intended to convey our thanks to 
His Excellency the Governor for the Address which he delivered 
yesterday in this august House. The responsibility of moving 
this Resolution has fallen on my weak as well as rebellious 
shoulders. I have used the word ‘rebellious’ because the existing 
conditions in our country in general and in our State in parti- 
cular have created a sort of restlessness in my mind and it is 
because of this fact that rebellious ideas crop up in my mind. 
Therefore in this atmosphere and also with this rebellious nature 
in me, it is really a big and a very responsible job to maintain 
equilibrium of mind while discussing this delicate and important 
matter. It is for the first time that after the inauguration of the 
Sovereign Democratic Republic of India, Addresses are‘delivered 
by the constitutional Heads to the State Legislative Assemblies 
and tothe Parliament. It is also a very responsible job to have 
one’s say in reply to such an address and this is quite an innova- 
tion as this practice was not in vogue before in any Legislative 
Assembly. It will not be out of place to mention here this 
fact that yesterday Sardar Abnasha Singh, the able and experien- 
ced Secretary of the Punjab Legislative Assembly, told me that 
according to the traditions of the British Parliament, after the 
Address of the King in the house of Commons, the moving 
of the motion of thanks is a a great honour and 
privilege- Asa matter of fact I deem it a great honour and 
privilege to move this motion of thanks. While taking this 
heavy responsibility upon my shoulders to move this motion, 
I expect from His Excellency and the Government that they will 
appreciate my feelings and also try to translate into action the 
suggestions which I am going to put forward in the ccurse of 
my speech. 


A- 
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Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: We will appreciate the feelings 
of the hon. Member. 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: Before I express my 

vie ws, I wish to point out that we are very fortunate in having 

an efficient and able Governor. By saying this I am not 

in the least observing any formalities. In my opinion there will 
be very few Governors of his calibre in India. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma; How many I.C.S. Governors 
2 are there in India ? 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: I would request the hon. 
Member not to interrupt me while I am speaking. 


Mr. Speaker: No interruption please. 


Chaudhri Krishana Gopal Dutt; His Excellency the 
Governor has passed through many stages of administrative life. 
He has attained much experience. 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: On a point of order, Sir. 
| When praises can be showered on His Excellency the 
Ay Governor,may I know if criticisms can also be advanced against 
him 7 
Mr. Speaker: It would be better if the hon. Member 
discusses Government policy. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: And not the Governor's 
personality. | 

Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: Since the formation of 
this post-partitioned province and now a State, we have had no 
opportunity to appreciate the work of His Excellency the 
Governor. Since he has delivered his address in this august 
House. 
(Interruptions) 


i Shri Prabodh Chandra: Ona point of order, Sir. Can 
the hon. Member discuss the ruling of the Chair ? 


Mr. Speaker: Well if he does so I will see to it. 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is he the only capable 


E Governor ? 

Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: This practice of paying 
tributes to the constitutional Heads has been adopted for the 
first time in the Legislative Assemblies and in the Parliament, 
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I do not feel any necessity to say anything in reply to those 
of my hon. Friends who have no control over their mind, and it 
has always been a habit with them to resort to such practices. ! 
Here I cannot do without saying this that when they came in to 

| power their attitude was quite different trom the present one, 
I wish to submit that I have raised discussion on a very 
important matter and this discussion is quite different from the 
one Which we raise on the Budget. I am really constrained to A 
remark that such objections have been raised today which 
according to traditions could have been raised during the ý 
discussion on the Budget. In fact such objections should not 
be raised when the Address of His Excellency the Governor is 
under the discussion of the House. However, there is no doubt 
about it that in certain aspects the Address reads more like a 
Budget speech. It is but meet and proper on our part to avoid 
raising such points at this stage. In fact these points can be 
raised at the opportune time or, in other words, when discussion 
is raised on the Budget or when the Demands for Grantsare 
brought under discussion. » 


Mr. Speaker: May I ask the hon. Member as to how much 
time he would like to have for his speech ? I find that he has 
already taken 10 minutes and he is still making preliminary , 
remarks. I feel thata time limit for speeches should be fixed. 


Hon. Members: Yes. There should be a time lmit. 


Mr. Speaker: There are twenty amendments given notice 
of by twelve or thirteen hon. Members. If these amendments k 
are taken up one by one, then I am sure that we will not be able 
to dispose of more than three or four. I would therefore like l 
to adota procedure by which we might be able to discuss all ‘cad 
! the amendments and at the same time as many Members as 
possible may be able to take part in the discussion. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: I suggest that half an hour be 
given to the hon. Mover of the resolution and other Members 
may be given fifteen minutes each. 

Mr Speaker: Yes, I think half an hour for the mover should aoe 

be quite enough. 
Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: Ido not think I will be 
®q]2 to finish my speech within half ẹ n hour. 
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Mr. Speaker: I might give him a concession of a few 
minutes more. : | Paa 


(At this stage Mr, Speaker vacated the Chair and it was occupied - 

~. by Mr. Deputy Speaker). ; 
Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: For example, the Address 
contained a review of the past doings of the Government 
and gave a number of facts and figures in this connection, 
This is not the proper occasion to criticize or. discuss them. - 
An Address lays down a statement of policy to be followed by 
the Government. So far as the future policy of the Government 
an is outlined in the Address, we can express our views thereon, As 
. regards the past doings, we shall have ample time to criticize the 
acts of omission and commission of the Government when the Budget 


will be under discussion, On this occasion, speeches can be made’ 
from two points of view. So far as my speech is concerned, it will 
have. two parts. In the first part I shall commend the Address i in” 
so far as my views are in agreement with the future policy of the 
Government indicated therein. Jn the second part, I shall deal ‘with ’ 
the suggestions that I would like to make with regard to the future 
Ga policy of the Government, I admit that there can be difference of 
Opinion on any and every thing. A policy which appea' Is strongly ' 
to One set of people may not find favour with the other” ‘set. It is 
but ratur sl th at the persons who spond a lot of “bHSir" time “6: n “the” 
study of qi iestions of public interest and who are “keen $ obsorvess” “of” 
Governmental policies, should | many a timo find themselves holdiag’ a 
views and Opinions different from those of the Government. u ‘is 
indeed desirable that they should frank! Vv and fully @Xpress w: hat they” 
feel, on the floor of this Honse, But it is a pity that the atmosphe: e 
here is not conducive to this sort of frank and full expression of views. ` 
Whether it is the Govsrnər’s Ad dress or any Bad: get dem nd or 
: any Government moasure that is under discussion, the supporters 
m of the Government must ` "support | cand endorse ‘it’ and 
i ‘ express perfect ‘agreement with it, On the other 
hand; the tendency of the opponents’ is to Oppose any and every : 
measuré that is sponsored by the Governmant, no mutter whather 
it is a statement of policy or a Budgot domarid: No doubt, the 
conventions of pirliamantary system of democracy will take time - 
gees to develop in this country, We should however, miko it’ a guiding 
principle that we should consider everything on its merits alons. So- 
far as the debate on the Address is concerned; I don’t think it should ” 
be carried ‘on, on the ‘usual lines on which the discussion on’ the 
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Budget takes place. An Address is just a declaration of policy, So 
while speaking on this motion, we need not and as a matter of fact 
should not dwell on the details of administration. Weshould avoid 
criticism of the administrative details on this occasion. I for one 
will abstain from it and would request my friends also to do the 
same. We should better utilize our time as well as the time of the 
House in expressing our views about the broad outlines of policy 
indicated in the Address, | | 

Sardar Bachan Singh: Ona point of order, Sir. May [ know 
whether it is part of your job to direst the proceedings of the House 
or that of my hon. Friend ? 

Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: I can always make a 
suggestion, Sir. I have seen the notices of amendments to my 
motion and I was just trying to anticipate what my hon, Friends 
who have given these notices, would be inclined to speak about, i 
don't say that anybody can prevent them from saying what they 
like, It was purely from a disinterested motive that I made these 
suggestions, But if any of my Friends have such sensitive minds as 
to abhor the very idea of having any suggestion, I ask their forgive- 
ness, 

The first and foremost point which I would like to dwell upon 
is the fact mentioned in the Address that the Government 
sucteeded: in fulfilling its primary duty, i.e., the restoration and 
maintenance of peace and order in this province or to use the new 
terminology ‘this state’. The fact that H. E. the Governor in his 
Address gave priority to this problem, is not without significance. 
I don't think there can be any difference of opinion about the 
primary importance of this problem, though there may be | 
difference about the method and manner of solving it. Surely no 
criticism is called for, so far as the attaching of vital importance to 
this problem is concerned, Reference to this thing in the Address 
cannot be considered as an opportunity to criticize the doings of the 
previous Governments or the manner in which the Police behaved 
or misbehaved in the past, None can deny that the maintenance of 
law and order is vital for the very existence of the State, Lt is its 
raison d'etre, It is indeed our good fortune that after the partition, 
so horrible and dreadful as its consequences were, we in this State 
have been moving and going about our work free from any fear and 
find ourselves living in peace, . On this wise handling of the 
situation, I feel like congratulating our people and our Government, 
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Secondly, I would take up the policy of the Government with 
regard to organizing village Panchayats and endowing them with 
such powers and authority as may be necessary tO enable them to 
function as units of self-government. A mention of it has been 
made in the concluding portion of the Governor’s Address. I 
accept in general the policy of the Government to bring forward 
such a legislative measure in the province. ‘This will certainly be 
a step in the right cirection tO secure a social order for the 
promotion and welfare of the village people. In view of the 
customs that are in vogue in India, the establishment of Panchayats 
in every village would mitigate the hardships of the rural citizens, 
I would strongly advocate the establishment of Panchayat Raj 
in India, and it is gratifying to know that the Congress Government 
has decided to establish Panchayat Raj in the States, The proposed 
Bill will have to pass throngh many stages and the hon, Members 
will be free to direct any criticism and recommend changes 
in the draft Bill as they consider proper. But I my say that by | 
passing this Bill we shall be able to reconstruct an ideal village in 
free India functioning properly under modern conditions Panchayats 
will be organised in every village and all internal disputes of ‘the 
rural citizens will be settled, by the administrative machinery under 
the Panchayat system. In conditions as they are now in our 
villages, the poor zamindar has to go to the city in connection with 
his cases of petty thefts and other disputes and spend’ money which’ 
he can ill-offord in circumstances of poverty. In many villages there 
is little journeying in vehicles and the poor fellow has tO move on 
foot for twenty miles to attend the court. In this way his fields 
remain neglected and unlooked for which he does at the risk of 
impairing the productivity of the soil, On attending the courts 
these poor people are further fleeced by the. pleaders and being 
financially weak and with lack of education they are fully exploited 
by these people, If Panchayats are established in every village, the 
Government will earn the gratitude of these people for ever. These 
Panchayats should be invested with judicial and executive powers 
and if the Government gives practical shape to this scheme it will 
not be an exaggeration to say that it will increase the health and 
vitality of the village as a whole, Moreover, it will check the 
advance of communism in Our State, In my opinion it will be the 
greatest achievement of the time if our Government establishes 
Panchayat Raj in our State. I earnestly wish that the Government’s 
effort in this direction may be crowned with success. I also trust 
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that the proposed measure will have the full measure of support from 
all Members in this House. 


I would now like to draw the attention of the House to another 
important matter i.e. the site for the new Capital near Chandigarh. 
I know that many of my hon. Friends will have different opinions in 
this matter. Such difference of opinion is bound to exist in the 
democratic system of Goverument. Asa matter of fact we should 
have due regard for dissenting opinions that are expressed on the 
floor of this House, I can well anticipate some of the objections 
that. may be advanced against Chandigarh but keeping in 
view all the aspects, I am in favour of Chandigarh being made 
the Capital of the province. I confess that I am not a 
Town Planner nor do I understand military strategy bat I strongly 
feel that no better place for building a capital could be found from 


these points of view. I know that there was s. great agitation — 


against this selection and some people were in favour of Ambala and 
some advocated the cause of Julluadur to be made th> Capital of 
the East Punjab, But I feel sorry to remark that such people are 
guided by tha inflienees of bcul patriotism, than by ths real interests 
of the province. The decision to locate the Capital at this place. 

was reached with the consent Of military and Government of India 


experts, I would not, therefore, like to enter: into any discussiOa on | 


this point and agree in toto to what has been said in the Address of | 
His Excellency the Governor. 


I would now offer my vaanks to His Excuileacy tae Governor | 


who, having given top priority to tae vival vask of maintainiag law 
and order in the State, has placed the task of rehabilitatioa of 
refugees as number two on the list of urgent works that await the 
Government. I must appreciate the steps that have been taken by 
the Government to give relief to these people and think that the 


Government has undoubtedly done much to rehabilitate them. It is — 
also a cheering sign that the vast majority of the rural section of ,the _ 


displaced persons have been allotted land on quasi-permanent basis, 


The Government has made rapid progress in this direction and it is . 


hoped that the allotment orders will be issued by. the end of 


P. M. ; 
i this month. Who so ever helped our people or did anything 


for them when they had been driven out of their homes and had no 7 


other place. than the camps to live in, we are grateful to him, They 
were homeless and without any means. These are people who have been 
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lying absolutely helpless. But now attempts are being made td stop 
their rations. The argument which is advanced for taking such a step 
is that free rations foster idleness and people may fall into the bad 
habit of shirking work. There is no harm in applying such an 
argument in cases where work can be provided to the people or the 
can be sent to some training centres where they may be enabled to 
earn a livelihood for themselves, But in all seriousness I ask, what 
about those to whom no work or any financial assistance can be given 
by the Government? It is not completely correct to say that 
rations should only be given to those who are helpless, weak, old or 
children. Ido not agree with this argument. We have no right to 
stop rations when we can provide neither work nor any financial aid. 


Freedom alone will not help them to fill their stomachs, They require 
something solid for that. 


After this I come to another question which has been referred 
to by His Excellency the Governor in his Address, He is certainly 
aware of our troubles and hardships which cannot ordinarily be 
described. Here is the relevant extract from the Address. 


“Tt (the Government) is conscious, however, of the fact that urban 
displaced persons are not fully satisfied and are at times bitter. This 
lack of satisfaction and even this bitterness are understandable, and are 
mainly duetto the fact that a scheme for compensation for the urban 
property they have left behind has not yet been evolved. This is one 
of the subjects which is in issue between India and Pakistan, and all 
I can say is that both my Government and the Government of India 
have availed themselves of every opportunity of urging its vital 
importance. A preliminary step, which has been undertaken is the 
promulgation «by the Centre of the Displaced Persons (Claims) 
Ordinance of 1950, under which machinery willbe set up shortly for 


inviting and verifying the claims of our displaced persons owning 
urban property”. 


Sir, no declaration has been made in this Address as to what 
policy would be pursued for giving compensation to the refugees or 
what would be the shape or form of that compensation, As a matter 
of fact I fail to understand any reason for keeping silent over this 
question, So far as the Central Government is concerned their 
attitude is so patent. They wish that Pakistan should pay for such a 
compensation, But if that be the position we may have to wait till 


the doomsday, We full well know the relations between Pakistan and 


our Indian Government. Shri Mohan Lal Saksena plainly told in the 
Parliament that in spite of the earnest efforts of the Government of 
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India, Pakistan could not be persuaded to come to any settlement 
in regard to the property left by our people behind, We have 
waited for such a settlement for the last over two years 
| but nothing appears to be turning up. To me it appears as if this 
work is being unnecessarily delayed. In the first instance, Our 
Government asked the refugees to put in their claims, They did so. 
But it wag held that the claims were exaggerated ani therefore the 
displaced people should file new claims. This time the p20ple are 
| warned that in case they make any false claims they would be 
punished. I ask. why could not Government take similar steps 
when they invited the claims at the very first time? The pity is —_ 
that the Government has not be3n able to get forms printed as yet. 
The refugees have been in this helpless state for the last over two 
years. They haven’t a penny in their pockets and the Government 
is also not giving them anything. Some of them have been settled 
in the houses left by the Mohammadens all right but no capital is 
being given to them by way of compensvtion of their prop2rty. We 
are being merely fed on words and there is no knowing how long 
| the negotiations with Pakistan will continue in this regard. I say and 
| | say it with all the force that I can command, that we should get sa 
| compensation from the Government of India anl without any | 
yeference to Pakistan. This does not mean that I do not favour 
the idea of realising compensation from Pakistan. Such a thing 
is far from my mind, We should do our utmost to get anything 
that we can from them but knowing the financial cond‘tion of 
Pakistan Iam of the opinion that they may not be able to pay for 
even a small portion of the property worth rupees four thousand 
crores which we have left with them. The representatives of the 
Government of India have confessed that Pakistan does not appear 
to come to terms. So the present policy cannot bring any comfort 
to us, However, I hope that hon. Dr Lehna Singh who is in charge 
of the Rehabilitation Departm2nt of our state will approach the 
Government of India for evolving a new policy for giving compensa- 
i tion to the refugees. We should get a clear cut idea of what and how 
i we are to get it. Sir, it has been said that no precedent exists in 


4 this world where compensation may have been paid in such a case, _ eN 

| Such an argument does not satisfy me. In fact I feel greatly dis- 

i appointed ever since the discussion that took place in the Parliament —_ 
| on this subject. 

Hon. Members: Is there no time limit to the spech by 
| the mover of the motion ? 

i 
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Mr. Deputy Speaker: There is no time-limit for the mover 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Ona point of order, Sir. May I 
enquire from the Deputy Speaker if no time-limit has been fixed 
for the mover of the motion ? Was it not decided that he should 
be allowed to speak for half an hour only ? 


Mr. Deputy Speaker: That was only a request to the mover 
to finish his speech within half an hour, There can be no time-limit 


for the mover. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: May I draw your attention to rule 
18, which lays down :— 


‘The Speaker may, if he thinks fit, prescribe, after taking the 
< gense of the House, a time-limit for speeches ?”’ 


Mr. Deputy Speaker: I shall ask the House when that 


time comes 2 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: I have drawn your attention to 
Rulg-!8. 


Mr. Deputy]Speaker: I shall ask the hon. Member to be 
brief | 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: I was submitting, Sir, that 
in the course of his Address, His Excellency the Governor admitted 
the importance of rehabilitation of displaced persons and of the grant 
of compensation to them for their losses. Though the importance 
of this matter is realised, I find that when one,makes demand for 
compensation, some of my Friends, who profess considerable sym- 
pathy with us, are not prepared even to listen to such a suggestion, 
I wish to make it clear that unless the Government decides to award 
compensation, the displaced persons cannot be properly rehabilitated. 


(At this stage Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.) 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Ona point of order Sir. I wish to 
bring it to the notice of the hon Speaker that after taking the sense 
of the House, he was pleased to fix a time-limit for the mover in 
order to enable other Members to speak on the motion. The 
Deputy Speaker, however, decided that there was no time-limit for 
the mover. May I know, Sir, whether your former decision stands or 
there is no time-limit for the mover ? 


Mr. Speaker: I shall’/ask the hon. Member to proceed with 
his speech, 
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Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Sir I asked for your ruling on this 


a 


matter. 


Mr Speaker: T shall ask the hon. Member not to be lengthy. 


Chaudbri Krishna Gopal Dutt: I find, Sir, that when I = 
talk about the plight of displaced persons, some of my friends are 
upset. It is we who had to pay the price for liberty. Do you wish 
to starve us ? When I plead for grant of compensation, one point 
of order is raised after another. I find, Sir, that the Government 
has not accepted full responsibility for the losses suffered hy 
| displaced persons, lt has not beon admitted by the Government 
that it is their moral responsibility to grant full compensation to the 9 
refugees For guidance of the Government, I have collected instances - 
where compenration was paid in such cases, I wish to place these 
| precedents before the House, so that it might not be said that the 
| grant-of compensation is legally defective or that this situation is 


| fprecedented. 
| Mr. Speaker: General remarks are sufficient. The hon, ! 


Member need not give instances. 


His Excellency the Governor did not make any declaration of the 
Government policy with regard to grant of compensation. I shall 
be prepared to give up this point if the hon, Minister for Rehabilita- 
` tion assures me that compensation would be secured for the displaced 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: In his Address to this House, 
i 
f 
persons. 


Mr. Speaker: Is the hon, Member thanking the Governor for 
his Address or criticising him ? He started his speech at 3-30 and 


should now wind up, 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: Sir, I object to it, because Sc 
I wish to point out that I had adjusted my speech on the under- 
| standing that there would be no time-limit for me, as mover of the 
motion. If I had been told at the outset that I was required to 
| finish my speech within a certain time, I would have adjusted my 
speech accordingly. 


Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member should now wind up. ; | — 


./ Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: There is no time.limit. i 
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< Mr. Speaker: Still I can ask the hon. Member to wind up. 
The hon, Member should realise that there are thirty to forty 
Members who wish to take part in the debate. 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: I shall try to be as brief as 
possible, but it would have been better if I had been informed 
beforehand, 


Sir, I shall not narrate the instances in which Governments of 
certain countries had to grant compensation to ruined persons but 
shall only state for the information of hon, Members that there have 
been such cases in other countries. I shall give these instances to 
the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation and shali request him to obtain 
money for grant of compensation, from the Government of India. 
If he cannot get money from there, he should devisa means to raise 
it, It is a mistake to think that this problem is solved by the 
allotment of agricultural land or residential houses to a few persons. 
The only solution of this problem is the grant of compensation. 
As I stated on another occasion, get us our homes back or give 
us new ones. We should somehow be taken ba:k to the homs 
which we had to leave, The Government should bring about such 
conditions that we get back the property which we had to abandon. 
It should, moreover, be in the same condition in which it was left, 
If the Government is unable to do so, it should give us compensation. 
While agreeing in general with other points in the Address, I 
have pointed out that matter in which I feel differently. 


I would now point out the omissions in the Address which are 
regrettable. Firstly, no mention has been made in the Address 
regarding the industrial policy of the Government. It has not been 
said as to what policy would be followed by the Government for the 
development of industry in our State, Itis said that in other 
countries such as Russia, China etc., greatest importance is 
attached to agriculture and industry. But in spite of this fact the 
Address is silent about them, We have not been told whether there 
would be any plan for industrial development in the State or not 
and if there was any, it should have been pointed out in the Address, 
This is a very serious omission. 


The second omission is with regard to labour. It has not been 
told as to what would be the attitude of the Government towards 
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labourers and factory workers, and what sort of social order 
Government intends to bring about. No mention has been made 
regarding matters such as rules of promotion of factory workers, 
their weekly hours of work, their salary and their relationshi p with 
the capitalists. In short, not a word has been said about the future | a 
position of labour. I hope that, at the time of replying to the 

debate, the Government would make some statement of policy with 


l 


regard to labour. 


Thirdly, no mention has been made regarding our price structure. ” 
Such an Address should have given us some idea about the price 
structure in the State in future. Tt should have told us whether — 
the prices would be dzcreasəd or increased or the present prices > 
would be maintained. The peasant, the labourer, the businessman 
and the housewife would have been anxious to know the policy of 
the Government in this matter. 


Mr. Speaker: I would allow only five minutes more to the 
hon. Member. 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: Again, Sir, no mention on 
has been made in the Address with regard to the credit policy of the 
| Government, The position in our State is such that banks 
do not advance loans and the credit position is very unsatisfactory, 
In spite ofthis, it has not been told whether Government 


——— aS SE peor CSC SCG oC a MiMi 


intends to start any bank for this purpose or not. If the time at 
our disposal is to be so short, all this discussion, Sir, is useless, For 
want of time I am Only hinting at the Omissions in the Address, 
so that they may be made good. 


Another very important matter is that of land reforms in the 
State, Nothing has been said about it in the Address, It has, 
no doubt, been said that the Government has every sympathy with anja 
the agriculturist, but the term sympathy is very vague, I must 
say that ever since tkis State came into being, nobody has cared 
to study the land syst2m. The position of Jagirdars, peasant- 
proprietors, tenants and others should have been clarified in the oy 
Address, Tenants in the State are being ejected and there has 7 | 
been much agitation going on in the State about this matter. 


a es nn eS 


In spite of this fact, the Address has not given any declaration of 
policy on this matter, 
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Lastly, His Excellency., in the last paragraph of his Address, 
has appealed to the hon. Members to rise above pettiness and 
narrow-mindedness. I welcome this appeal and hope to act upon 
it. I would also request my other hon, Friends to do the same. 
The conditions in our country today are precarious and we see 
the dark clouds of war gathering on the political horizon of India 
and Pakistan, The need tor unity under these conditions is really very 
urgent, But I would like to point out to His Excellency and his 
Government that they should create conditions which should be 
favourable for the achievement of this purpose. I, therefore, 
want to know as to who are to be the builders of this palace of 
democracy, If this task is entrusted to inefficient persons, the 
future of East Punjab is bound to be dark. The present occasion 
relates to the affairs of our Stite; Otherwise I shall have no 
hsitation in pointing out this fact to other States and to the 
country at largs, Groat tasks cannot bs accomplished by weak 
personne], > 


Sardar Shiv Saran Singh (Kangra and Northern Hoshiarpur, 
Sikh, Rural) (Punjabi) : Sir I beg t° second the motion moved by 
Chaudhri K:ishna Gopal Dutt. His Excellency the Governor has dealt 
with some of the important problems of the Punjab, He has explain- 
cd the manner in which this unfortunate State, which after the 
partition fell victim to the tragic happening of loot, murder and arson 
On a large scale, recovered from these shocks, and how law and order 
was restored. Our police deserve to bo praised for bringing the condi- 
tions to normal. But this by no way means that we can afford to be 
blind to the genuine complaints thit are made from time to tim> 
against some of the police Officials. All such complaints of the 
excesses committed by the police deserve to be looked into, and those 
found guilty should be punished. 

The second important matter to which His Excellency the 
Governor made reference was that of the persoas uprooted from 
West Punjab. The scheme of model towns for the resettlement of 
these persons is worth consideration. There have been a number 
of complaints with regard to the very poor quality of the material 
which has been used in building the houses in these towns. I 
cannot reconcile myself to this, I wish to draw the attention of the 
Minister-in-charge of P.W.D. towards these complaints, so that 


\ 
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[Sardar Shiv Saran Singh] 
those who have indulged in misappropriation may be brought to 


book. 


The third problem is that of food, Hon. Members are fully 
aware Of the importance that is due to the production of food. It ; 
is a national problem and no stone should be left unturned towards 
its proper solution. In this matter our Government has in hand 


certain valuable schemes, Top priority is said to be given to grow- 
more-food campaign, But still much needa to be done by way of | 
taking practical steps in this direction. Mere propaganda in such l 
Pa matters cannot carry us anywhere, What we need is sinking of tube- 
_ wells and percolation wells, conservation and composting of manures, ag 
use of pure seeds, consolidatioa of holdings ete, If we provide ae 
such facilities to the agriculturists the problem of food will automa- | 
tically get solved. What the farmer expects from the Government 


is such material help and not mere propaganda, | 
e 


As to the procurement of wheat, rice, etc , the steps taken by 
the Government have gone a long way to ease the situation con- 
cerning their distribution in the rationed areas. But much of the 
prosperity of this State depeads upon Bhakra and Nangal Projects, a | 
Progress on this project is steady. and the centre is doing whatever | 
it can to help the execution of this work, But what I wish to 
submit is that more attention should be paid to this matter because : 
production, which is so important from our national point of view, 
depends mainly upon these schemes, The electricity generated as 
a result of this project will help in running the tube-wells etc. and 
the farmers will produce more if such facilities are forthcoming, 


The fifth problem of which His Excellency the Governor has 
made mention is that of the capital of our State, After about 
two years the decision with regird to the site has been made. There 
have been conflicting views on this subject, Some were of the me 
opinion that the site for the capital should have been chosen near 4 
some existing city, But anyhow the committee has considered it 
fit to choose Chandigarh for the site of the new capital. I hope the 
construction will be expedited. . 


As regards services, although it cannot be denied that some 
corruption and bribery are prevalent, it is upon them that the r 
Government has to depend for the implementation of its policies. 
During the last two or three years the services had to work very 
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hard in the abnormal conditions that prevailed throughout the 


State. It is a matter of satisfaction that they bore the brunt 
with courage and fortitude. 


His Excellency the Governor also pointed out that the hon. 
Members have to deal with the Budget and important Legislative 
business in this session, Twenty eight Bills are before the 
House. The more important among them are, Prevention 
of Black Marketing Bill 1950, Gaon Panchayat Bill, and the 
Restraint on Dowry Bill. The most remarkable point is that His 
Excellency laid a great stress on the farmer. He said, “He is our 
base and our foundation; him we must reach and that 
too most effectively; to him we must go; constantly him we must 
teach; him we mst guide; hin we must teil what to do 
and what not to do, how to do and how not to do” 
At prəssat the ordinary farmer does not feel the glow of our newly 
won independence. The reason for this appears to be that so far 
no concrete step; have been taken which may confer direct benefits 
upon the villa zərs in such matters as village sanitation, provision of 
medical and educvtional facilities ete. In these spheres no progress 
seems te have been made. What we need at present is that all the 
schemes should bə implemented forthwith, The need for showing 
practical sympathy by giving more Taccavi loans to the villagors 
for improving their lot is very urgent, Consolidation of holdings 
and such other steps are the need of the hour. In his Address the 
Governor has rightly stressed the importance of the farmer. He is 
the pivot of our economic structure All our plans and steps should 
be directed towards’ his betterment. In the end I thank His 
Excellency the Governor for his effort to point out the salient 
problems of the State and the needs of the farmer. It is for 
the Government to implement these and to give a practical shape 
to them. 


Mr. Speaker: Motion moved— 


That the Members of this House assembled in this Session are deeply 
grateful to His Excellency the Governor for the Address which he 
has been pleased to deliver to the House. 


t 
As I have already mentioned there are twenty notices of 
amendments to the motion under consideration and by taking them 
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(Mr, Speaker] 

one by One we will not be able to make much progress as I am sure 

that not more than 3 or 4 will be discuesed. So what I propose is 

that all the hon. Members who wish to move their amendments 

should move them and then the House should discuss all these ‘wn 
amendments together. I will try my best to see that those Members > ~- 
who have given notices of amendments may get time but that does 

not mean that other Members who have not given notices of amend- { 
ments shall be deprived of their right to take part in the debates. I 
would like to know from the hon, Minister as to how much time he 


thinks would be needed by him to reply to the debate ? $ 
Minister For Labour: I think at least an hour would be a 
necessary tO answer thé debate. a ‘ 
o 2 


Mr. Speaker: I will give 15 minutes to those Members who 
have given notices of amendments and to others 10 minutes each. 


Now I will request the hon. Members who have given notice of 
amendments tO move them, 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Sir, I move— 
That at the end of the motion the following be added :—“but regret that - á 
(a) no steps have been proposed to be taken to rehabilitate the displaced 


tenants (Sharnarthi Muzaras) ; 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
(b) no definite assurance has been given to expand the sphere of activities 
of the Beneficial Departments ; 


(c) no promise has been made to ameliorate the conditions of Lower 


Grade and Subordinate Services ; 


(d) no.mention has been made to bring in a Bill to stop the ejectments of 
the tenants”. 
3 
Mr. Speaker: Motion moved— 


That at the end of the motion the following be added :—''but regret that: — 


(a) no steps have been proposed to be taken to rehabilitate the displaced 
tenants (Sharnarthi Muzaras) ; 

(b) no definite assurance has been given to expand the sphere of activities 
of the Beneficial Departments : a 

(c) no promise has been made to ameliorate the conditions of Lower 


Grade and Subordinate Services ; 


t (d) no mention has been made to bring in a Bill to stop the ejectments of Š l 

j the tenants.” j 
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Sardar Sajjan Singh: Sir, I move— 


That at the end of the motion the following be added :—but regret that— 


(a) no assurance has been given to protect and safeguard the funda- 


oo mental rights of free citizens of the State ; 


(b) no steps have been promised to be taken to ,safeguard the civil 
liberties of the people ; 


(c) no definite proposals have been laid down to check corruption, 
nepotism, favouritism, inefficiency and red-tapism prevalent in the 
administration ; 


(d) that no definite relief has been promised to the landless displaced 
tee . Tural people. 


E Mr. Speaker: Motion moved— 


That at the end of the motion the following be added :—but regret that— 


(a) no assurance has been given to protect and safeguard the funda- 
mental rights of free citizens of the State ; 


(b) no steps have been promised to be taken to safeguard the civil 
liberties of the people ; 


a (c) no definite proposals have been laid down to check corruption, 
nepotism, favouritism, inefficiency and red-tapism prevalent in the 


administration ; 


(d) no definite relief has been promised to the landless displaced rural 
people. 


Shri Behari Lal Chanana :—- 


That at the end of the motion the following be added:—and which 
undoubtedly contains a comprehensive survey of the many useful 
activities of the Government in its various Departments. 


This House, however. strongly feels that the Address would have given 
still more satisfaction if assurances were also contained to the 
ee. following effect :—- 


. ' 1, That the Punjab Alienation of Land Act, 1900 which discriminates 

between notified agriculturists and non-agriculturists shall be recom- 

-mended to the Legislature for immediate repeal, with the object of 

removing the presentclass distinction offending against the Consti- 

pom tutional safe-guards provided in the charter of Freedom and Funda- 
mental rights for every citizen by the new Constitution of India ; 


i 2, that conditions will be created in the State for securing to it a more 
a advanced and progressive programme of economic development in the 
spheres of industry, trade and commerce ; and ' 
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{Shri Behari Lal Chanana] | 
3. that the tax structure will be rational and equitable in its distribu- 
tion of incidence between a section and a section anda classand a 
class and their respective Capacities to pay. 


Mr. Speaker: Motion moved :— 


That at the end'of the Motion the following be added :-—-and which un- 
doubtedly contains a comprehensive survey of the many useful activi- 


ties of the Government in its various Departments. 


This House, however, strongly feels that the Address would have given 
still more satisfaction if assurances were also contained to the 
following effect :— 


1, That the Punjab Alienation of Land Act, 1900, which discriminates 
between notified agriculturists and non-agriculturists shall be recom- 
mended to the Legislature for immediate repeal, with the object of 
removing the present class distinction offending against the constitu- 
tional safe- guards provided in the charter of Freedom and Funda- 
mental rights for every citizen by the new Constitution of India; 


2. That conditions will be created in the State for securing to it a more 
advanced and progressive programme of economic development in the 
spheres of industry, trade and commerce; and 


3. that the tax structure will be rational and equitable in its distribution 
of incidence between a section and a section and a class and a class 
and their respective capacities to pay. 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh: Sir I move— 
That at the end of the motion the following be added :—but regrets that— 


(a) no indication has been given if any steps would be taken for giving 
proper educational facilities in rura! areas; 


(b) no mention has been made of the steps if any, which the Government 
propose to take for safeguarding and improving the health of rural 
population; 

fc) the House has not been told what steps, if any, the Government 
propose to take for developing road communications and transport in 


rural areas: 


(d) no reference has been made to the unsatisfactory conditions in 
which Harijans in rural areas are fiving and the steps if any proposed 


to be taken to ameliorate their conditions. 


Mr. Speaker: Motion moved :— 
That at the end of the metion che following be added :—but regrets that 


(a) no indication has been given if any steps would be taken for giving 
proper educational] facilities in rural areas; 


| 
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(b) that no mention has been made of the steps if any which the Govern- 


ment propose to take for safeguarding and improving the health of 
. rural population. 


t- (c) that the House has not been told what steps, if any, Government 


~i propose to take for developing road communications and transport in 
rural areas. 


(d) that no reference has been made to the unsatisfactory conditions in 
which Harijans in rural areas are living and the steps, if any, proposed 
to be taken to ameliorate their conditions. 


‘ Mehta Ranbir Singh: Sir, I move— 
That at the end of the Motion the following be added :—"but regrets that 
| . (a) no mention has been made therein regarding the working of freedom 


of expression and speech in public meetings in the State nor any 
assurance given for honest and just criticism ; 


(b) no steps have been suggested to root out corruption prevailing in the 
administration of the State; 


(c) no assurance is given to separate the judiciary from the executive; 


(d) and no steps have been suggested to make “Prohibition” success in the 


+ 


; State ` 
a 
Mr Speaker: Motion under consideration, amendment moved — 
That at the end of the Motion the following be added :—“but regrets that 
(a) no mention has been made therein regarding the working of freedom 
of expression and speech in public meetings in the State nor any 
assurance given for honest and just criticism ; 
(b) no steps have been suggested to root out corruption prevailing. 
in the administration of the State ; 
(c) no assurance is given to separate the judiciary from the executive; 
(d) and no steps have been suggested to make ‘“‘Prohibtion”’ success in the 
State.” 
, ` ` ore 
agi Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma : Sir, I move— 
° That at the end of the Motion the following be added :—“but regrets to 
- point out that it does not contain any mention of the future develop- 
ment of the Kangra Valley which deserves first priority due to its 
being backward in almost every respect.” 
A w 
Mr. Speaker: Motion under consideration, amendment moved— 
inn. That at the end of the Motion the following be added :—"“but regrets to 
point out that it does not contain any mention of the future develop- 
Ë ment of the Kangra Valley which deserves first priority due to its being 
backward in almost every respect.” 
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Master Gurbanta Singh: Sir, I move— 


That at the end of the Motion the following be added :—“'but regrets that 
it does not make any mention about the uplift of the Harijans.” 


Mr. Speaker: Motion under consideration, amendment moved— 


That at the end of the Motion the following be added :—“but regrets that 
it does not make any mention about the uplift of the Harijans.”’ 


Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: Sir, I move— 
That at the end of the Motion the following be added :—*"but regrets that 
it makes no mention about the removal of distinction between the 
_ Agriculturists and Non-Agriculturists in the State.” 


Mr. Speaker: Motion under consideration, amendment moved— 


That at the end of the Motion the following be added :—“but regrets that 
it makes no mention about the removal of distinction between th’ 
Agriculturists and Non-Agriculturists in the State.” 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Sir, I move— 
` That at the end of the Motion the following be added :—"but regrets that 
it makes no mention about the welfare of the women in the State,” 
Mr. Speaker : Motion under consideration, amendment moved-— 


That at the end of the Motion the following be added :—"but regrets that 
it makes no mention about the welfare of the women in the State.” 


“Sardar Ajit Singh: Sir, I move— 


That at the end of the Motion the following be added :—~‘but regrets that 
the most important problem of the general menace of Chos in the 
Hoshiarpur District has been totally ignored by His Excellency which 
he was pleased to come across and face during his recent tour of the 
Hoshiarpur District,” 


Mr. Speaker: Motion under consideration, amendment moved— 


That at the end of the Motion the following be added :—*'but regrets that the most 
important prcblem of the general menace of Chos in the Hoshiarpur District 
has been totally ignored by His Excellency which he was pleased to come 
across and face during his recent tour of the Hoshiarpur distriat.”” 


Sardar Ajit Singh: Sir, I move— 


That at the end of the Motion the following be added :—‘*but regrets that the most 
important question of the urgency of the enforcement of the Consolidation of 
Holdings Act in the Punjab at an elaborate scale which is the basic factor to 


enhance grow more food campaign of the province has not been touched."’ 
Mr: Speaker: Motion under consideration, amendment moved— 


That at the end of the Motion the following be added :—"‘but regrets that the mcst 


important question of the urgency of the enforcement of the Consolidation of 
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+ 


Holdings Act in the Punjab at an elaborate scale which is the basic factor to 
enhance grow more food campaign of the province, has not been touched.” 


Sardar Ajit Singh: Sir, I move— 


pe, That at the end of the Motion the following be added :—"but regrets to note 
that the expenditure on the grow mcre food campaign has not properly been 
* utilized and hes not benefitted properly the producers as about 75 per cent 
of this money has beenjspent on the top heavy administration of the Depart- 
ment.” 


Mr. Speaker: Motion under consideration, amendment moved— 


That at the end of the Motion the following be added :—“‘but regrets to note that the 
pe expenditure onthe grow mcre food campaign has not properly been utilized 
and has not benefitted properly the producers as about 75 per cent of this 
money has been spent on the top heavy administration of the Department.” 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Sir, I move— 


That at the end of the Motion the following be added :—'‘but regrets that the 
Government has decided to go ahead with the construction.of the Capital at 
Chandigarh in spite of the protest of the residents of the locality.” 


Mr. Speaker: Motion under consideration, amendment moved— 


| ae That at the end of the motion the following be added ;—‘‘but regrets that the 
Government has decided to go ahead with the construction of the Capital at 
Chandigarh in spite of the protest of the residents of the locality.” | 


Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar : Sir, I move— 


That at the end of the Motion the following be added :—"but regrets that — 


(a) no assurance has been given to protect and safeguard the rights of the labour, 


and for the amelioration of their condition ; 


(b) no assurance”is given that the labour legislation will be applied in the Punjab, 
which is not being totally applied,” 


Mr. Speaker: Motion under consideration, amendment moved— 
That at the end of the Motion the following be added :—“‘but regrets that 


(a) no assurance hes been given to protect and safeguard the rights of the labour, 
and for the amelioration of their condition ; 


(b) no assurance is given that the labour legislation will be applied in the Punjab 
which is not being totally applied,” 


Sardar Bachan Singh (Ludhiana Central, Sikh, Rural) 
(Hindustani): Mr. Speaker, I have read and re-read very carefully 
the Address of His Excellency the Governor, I perused it with the 
R intention of finding out whether it contained anything done for the 
amelioration of the poor. But I am constrained to remark that from 
the manner in which the Address has been prepared or in other words 
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[Sardar Bachan Singh] : 

the way in which the policy of the Government has been enunciated, 
it becomes crystal clear that the poor man has no place in the ~ 
Address, I would just draw the attention of the House to an extract 
from the Address which is as below :— 


“My Government is well aware of the shortage of houses for our displaced 
persons in rural areas, and will help them in making it good within 
the limits of its resources.” 


You will see, Sir, that the scarcity of houses has been admitted, 
but it has been stated that Government will endeavour to provide 


houses to the displaced persons according to its resources, In this 
connection I may point out that in rural areas, when the Muslims 
migrated, they had left about six lakhs of houses, but three lakhs 
of them were destroyed during the riots which took place in August 
1947. Now four lakhs of zamindars who have been allotted lands 
are anxiously awaiting to be rehabilitated, but the difficulty is that 
there are not enough houses to settle them in. I feel it is the bounden 
duty of the Government to make arrangements for providing them 
with houses, But the policy which the Government has adopted, 
shows that it has no intention to do anything in this direction. 
What appears is that Government intends to do its best for the few 
bigger or influential persons but do little for the poor people. Then, 
Sir, a systematic attempt is being made to uproot those refugee 
tenants who were settled in 1947 just after their migration from the 
other side of the bord2r. I am simply surprised at the attitude of 
the Government in trying to remove them from those lands on 
which they have worked assiduously. Government should have 
some clear policv in regard to this matter. When these tenants 
were settled, the idea was that the lands should not remain idle and 
that food grians should be produced as much as possible to avoid 
scarcity. Now when they have worked hard and have served the 
country by doing their best to produce food-grains, it would be the 
height of injustice to displace them in the year 1950 i.e., after more 
than two years, Again, work centres have been opened for the 
refugees who were till recently in camps where they could earn their 
livelihood. But these refugee tenants who had their bullocks, camels 
and other agricultural implements and have been tilling lands to 
produce foodgrains, have no other means of earning livelihood, Nor 
are they well-versed in any craft by which they could eke out their 
living They are in fact wedded to land and know only the art of 
agriculture. So to displace them would be very unfair. Then the 
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manner in which the allotments are being made by the Rehabilitation 
Department shows that the difficulties and requirements of these 
poor tenants are not kept in view. Then again the policy of the 
on Government is to set up ‘Tractor Organisations for tilling the land 
and even loans and grants are being made to those zamindars who 
are members of the Tractor Organisation. The refugee tenants 
are receiving no substantial help from the Government, I am 
constrained to remark that some of my hon, Friends are 
perhaps under the impression that by raising this point I am creating 
some unpleasantness. I may assure them that itis not so. I want 
js that adequate arrangeinents should be made for one and all without 
any exception whatsoever, However I wish to bring this point 
home to my hon, Friends that if the Rai Sikhs already re-settled on 
the borders surrounding Ferozepore were to be asked to settle 


somewhere else, their removal would have very bad repurcussions. 


Further I wish to point out that during 1947-48 the policy 
of the Government was to spend lakhs of rupees on the National 
Volunteer Corps. After spending huge amounts On it, we find that 
this very body has been reduced to a more skeleton, Tt has been the 
policy of the Governmen not to open new schools. The sam» is the 
- case with the opening of new hospitals and construction of new roads, 

| Statements were issued through the press in November 139 to the 
effect that Government was not prepared to opn nev 113913, const- 

ruct new roads and build new hospitals. The policy of the Government 

| has led the inhabitants of rural areas to believe that their Government 
| is not doing anything substautial for them The conditions under 
| 
| 


which the people of rural areas are living are such that day in and 
day out they are thinking within themselves whether or not the 
present Government happens to be thəir own, Government has 
mma gone ahead with the construction work inthe towns. Industrial 
- towns are being built. In short adequate arrangements are being 
made for rehabilitating people in the towns. People in the rural areas 
are denied all sorts of facilities praticularly in the form of muodical 
aid, transport and educition. It will not be out of place to mention 
here that after sunset people of the rural areas find it difficult, rather 


atn- mpossible, to move out of their houses, for want of adequate roads. 
Instances in this connection are not wanting. I have just today 
received a report in which it is mentioned that 75 villagers of my 
district were looted and plundered while they were returning from 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 


Pan pasia 


(2) 106 © PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY ` [ 7TH Maroa, 1950 


\ 


[Sardar Bachan Singh] oa 
Roshan Mella: This happened in broad day ligbt and not during 


the night. If Government had mide adequate arrangements for — | 
roads, I am sure, snch things would not have taken place. i 4 


! Shri Dev Raj Sethi: What was the number of those who 


resorted to loot and phunder ? ! 


Sardar Bachan Singh ‘ They were 4 or 5 in number, They 
| were fully equipped with pistols and guns. i 


Minister for Local Self Govenment and Labour: Were they 
ruralites or urbanites ? 


Sardar Bachan Singh: These days, only urbanites resort to 
loot and plunder. Further I wish to read out a few lines from the | 


Address which are as follows : 


"The Beneficent Departments have not been starved ; in fact increased 
provision has been made for several of them.” 


Since the partition we have been studying the Budgets of this 
post partitioned province and in spite of the oft repeated promises 
held out to us, we have come to this conclusion only that even 
to-day the same step-motherly treatment as was meted out during 
the British regime is being meted out to us, I am constrain- 
ed to remark that our Government has really failed to discharge 
its duty in providing adequate facilities in the form of medical aid, 
education and transport which happen to be the need of the hour. 
Government has all along been negligent towards fulfilling thes» 
needs, Instances in this connection are not wanting. Just to-day 
during the question hour the hon, Chief Minister in reply to a 
question pointed out that arrangement for voluntary cuts in the 
salaries of officials drawing more than Rs, 3,000/- p m. had already 
been made and that it was only a temporary measure, I am really 
constrained to remark that arrangements have not been made to 
effect the same cutsinthe salaries of officials drawing Rəs 2,000/- pe 
p. m, On the otherhand we find that no adequate steps have been 
i taken to improve the hard lot of poor chaprasis, patwaris, -a 
munshis and clerks who find it difficult, rather impossible, to get 
their requirements even, Government has not devised any ways 
and means to solve their problems. If we study the prices of essential 


Orig Mal with; 

Punjfp Vidhan Sabha 
Digitfeed by; 

Panj Digital Library 


_ 


Original with; 
Punja} Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 


Panjab Digital Library l 


DISOUSSION OF GOVERNOR'S ADDRESS (2) 107 


commodities prevailing at present in our State, we will find that the 
low-paid Government servants will not be able to spare any penny 
from their salaries if they were to give a meagre quantity of half a 
seer of milk to their family members. Poor low-paid Government 
servants are at a loss to know what to do and where to go. If they 
place their genuine demands before the Government for its considera- 
tion, they are intimidated and threatened with dismissal. Their 
genuine feelings are suppressed and they are not allowed to have 
their say. There is no gainsaying the fact that Government has not 
done anything to ameliorate the hard lot of these low-paid Govern- 
ment servants. There is no doubt about it that the high officials are 
very efficient, but it does not mean that the genuine demands of the 
low-paid Government servants who form the very back-bone of the 
administrative machinery, should be ignored altogether. So long as 
the subordinate services are not satisfied, I am sure, the spirit of 
administration cannot be achieved, Further, 1 wish to submit that 
in the Address delivered by His Excellency the Governor, we do 
not find even a word used in it to show some sympathy towards 
the subordinate services who are mainly responsible for executing 
the policies of the Government and who form the back-bone of the 
administrative machinery, Here I cannot do without saying this 
that no steps whatsoever have been taken to improve the hard lot 
of patwaris, District Board teachers and other low-paid Govern 


ment servants. 


My hon. Friend Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt has in the course 
of his speech remarked that none of us is fully informed about the 
land reforms. Perhaps by moving the motion of thanks my hon.’ 
Friend thinks that he has lightened our burden. However, I wish to 
make it clear and also bring it to the notice of the hon. Member that 
land reforms are being introduced in Other provinces and land- 
lordism is being abolished. It will not be out of place to mention 
here that during the Sachar Ministry, my hon. Friend Shri Bhim Sen 
Sachar had announced at a public meeting in Hissar and at other 
places too that ejectment of tenants would be abolished and again 
my hon, Friend Doctor Sahib has been laying emphasis on this point 
that a Bill to stop ejectment would be brought before the House. 


Mr. Speaker: I think the hon. Member should avoid names © 
in future. l : 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Very well, Sir, I will do so in future. 
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I am really constrained to remark that no such step has been 
taken or is being taken by the Government. In fact no adequate 
arrangements have so far been made to improve the hard Int of the 
i poor tenants, Mere statements will not do. Action and action alone x 
o will prove that our Government has some sympathy towards the | 
poor tenants, Deeds and not words are the proof of ding something 


substantial for ameliorating the conditions of the poor tenants. 
Here I wish to quote a few lines from the statement of Lord Byde, 
Ex-Director General, F,A.O. He says :— | 


“Hunger is the greatest of all politicians. People who are short of food ana —_ | 
other primary necessaries of life will over-throw any Government or economic é 


99 


system which does not make these available to them 


If this Government thinks that it has succeeded in restoring 
and maintaining law and order and that quasi-perminent allotment 
of land will solve the economic problems of our province, it is 
labouring under a grave delusion, I must warn it that we are 
sitting on the crater of a volcano and are drifting head-long towards 
disaster. It is really a pity that not a single word is to be found in a” 
the Address regarding the betterment of the condition of tenants, — | 
of the subordinate employees and of the people living in rural areas. 
It is therefore proper that this House should express its sense of 


aon regret over these glaring omissions and request His 
cm Excellency to pay due attention to them. 


Shrimati Sita Devi (Ex-member West Punjab Assembly rep- 
resenting Lahore City, General, women, Urban) (Hindi); Sir, before 
the Governor started reading his Address, I had thought that it 


: would be worthy of a representative of the Sovereign Democratic Re- 

| public that India has recently become. But after hearing it, I felt as 

though I had been listening to the Address of a representative of a 

capitalist Government, because it was singularly lacking in democratie 

spirit, It was like an imposing and magnificent building, well-plastered ~ 
and beautifully decorated, but built on weak foundations, 


| While making a mention of the measures taken by the Govern- 

: ment for rehabilitation of the uprooted people, the Governor gave 

facts and figures which have so often been quoted by the Ministers , 

| and are well known to the public, He praised his Government for the ae 

: manner in which it has tackled this gigantic problem of rehabilita- 
tion but he gaveall the credit to the high-grade officers without 
a good word forthe low-paid and overworked subordinate officials, 
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Tt was proudly stated in the Address that 71°2 per cent of the total 

evacuee land in the Punjab and PEPSU has already been allotted 

On quasi-permanent basis. The fact of the matter is that about 

oe. 3 40,000 allotment orders have so far been issued but ahont 1,13,420 
~ complaints have been received from the allottees in respect of them, 
A short while ago, T tried to enquire from the hon. Minister the 

number of complaints that have so far been disposed of but could 

not get any reply, To add to the distress of the poor refugees, 

no more complaints are being entertained now, They have been 

e asked to send them after the whole allotment is finished, At first 

the allotment was made on temporary basis; now it is being made 

on quasi-permanent basis and when this work is finished, complaints 

= will be considered and most probably the allotment orders will be 
revised. How long does the Government intend keeping the uproot- 
ed people on tenter-hooks ? Will it not let them settle permanently ? 
Why doesn’t it dispose of all the complaints now instead of haste- 
ning to finish the allotment work ? If the Government continues 
functioning in this manner, [ am afraid the refugees wiil remain 
unsettled for the whole of their lives and will continue hovering 
round the Rehabilitation Secretariat and, the office of :the Directo:- 


General. oh 


His Excellency the Governor has also said in his Address 
that his Government is doing its. very, best in connection with 
‘Grow More Food’ scheme, I doubt if the facts support the truth of 
this assertion. So long as evacuee land is not allotted on a permanent 
basis, I doubt if our food production will increase. So long as this 
is not done, land will continue to remain uncultivated, The allottee 
will have no incentive to put in labour for fear lest it should be taken 
away from him, “All that is being done to increase food production 
is the planting of a tree here and a tree there by some Minister 
or Other high dignitary, prompted by the desire of publicity through 
photographs appearing in newspapers and magazines. I don’t 
think any serious attention is being given to this problem of vital 
importance, Nor do I think the scheme of work-centres and Vocu- 
tional Training Centres has done anything substantial towards the 
i solution of the problem of rehabilitation of displaced persons. It is 

now more than 5 months since these Vocational Training Centres were 
2 opened, with the financial assistance to the tune of one crore 


received from the Government of India, but so far not a single 
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centre has been able to help the people earn a penny. The Officer 
in charge of this scheme viz., the Extra Assistant Director, has been ! 
taken from the Irrigation Department and so about his experience 

of the new job, the less said the better. I have had an opportunity Ja 
of seəing the Jullundur centre and I can say from personal ~ 
knowledge that nothing useful is being taught there. Most of the l 
persons were sitting idle, These centres, I think, are all for show | 
and publicity, I would suggest that all such activities as vocational 
centres, work centres and demonstration parties be co-ordinated. 


The Address also referred to the scheme for industrial areas. It 
was stated that so many sites have been allotted in this connection, 
It appears that this has all been done on paper, The cost has been » 
realized from the poor refugees but nothing has been done to develop 
these areas. To say that so many crores of bricks have been manu. 
factured and that their outturn is now 24 lakhs per ton of coal 
instead of 18 lakhs per ton, can give no consolation to them. 


The Governor was also pleased to state that his Government 
had decided to build the Capital at Chandigarh. I wonder how he 
thought it fit to praise his Government for this decision, when the Se. 
stark fact of the matter is that it has taken the Government three 
long years to arrive at this decision! Could not this decision be 
taken earlier ? What is the good of building th> Cupital at 
Chandigarh now that most of the businessmen, doctors and indus- 
trialists have gone away and settled in other parts of the country ? 
For us, every town of this province is alike. We can’t call any 
place our home town, Instead of spending huge amounts of money 
On developing the Chandigarh site, it would be much more economi- 
cal to expand any of the existing towns e.g, Ambala, Jullundur 
or Ludhiana, and establish the Capital there. It would be possible 
to do so at half the cost, 


Mr. Speaker: ‘The hon. Lady Member is requested to wind 
up her speach, 

Shrimati Sita Devi: Sir, if my hon, Friend Chaudhri Krishna 
Gopal Dutt can get five minutes extra, then I think that 1 am also 
entitled to this privilege. I would refer to a very important matter 
of which a mention has been made hy His Excellency the Governor 
in his Address. He says :— 


“My Government, therefore, regards the progressive improvement of the adminis- 
trative machinery of the State as one of its important tasks, and I would 
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like here to give it as my personal opinion based on knowledge that our 
administration is improving steadily. There is, of course, much to be done. 
A -few -of our departments are not yet fully organised or adequately manned 
for the tasks they are called upon to undertake, Corruption is still prevalent 
though it is the considered opinion of my Government that it has been brought 
under a great measure of control.” 


But my knowledge in this respect is different. I can say on the 
basis of my personal knowledge that corruption is flourishing in every 
department of the Government. There is hardly any case which is 
considered On merits, Everything can be managed by bribing the 
officials, I know ofacase in the Industries Department where a 
person had to see the record, He thought that instead of paying 
rupees one thousand as bribe to the Deputy Director of Industries 
it was better to part with fifty rupees to grease the palm of the 
clerk concerned, By doing so he managed to see the relevant file, 
In Hoshiarpur a rosin factory had to be allotted and 31 persons 
applied for it. But the pity is that it has not ben allotted to 
anyone so far though. the period of two years has elapsed. 
This is the state of affairs which is witnessed in the Government 
departments. Such a slow-going and evasive policy cannot bring 
credit to Government. My hon. Friend Chaudhri Krishna Gopal 
Dutt would bear me out that in services cliques have been formed 
which do things in their own way and favour whomsoever they like, 
Contcacts are reserved for business magnates like L. Karam Chand 
Thapar, 


Mr. Speaker: The hon. Lady Member is making sweeping 
remarks, 


Sarimati Sita Devi: Sir, I would not mention any names but 
I would submit that what Í say is correct. Corruption and nepotism 
are prevalent in every department. The hon. Members are aware that 
sometime back Shri Bhim Sen Sachar, ex-Premier, tried to squelch 
corruption, nepotism and black marketing in the province but such 
a policy did not find favour with his colleagues, though they also 
profess to be archangelsin the chase of evil. The unfortunate 
result of pursuing this bold policy was that he was forced to go out 
of the Cabinet, 


Mr. Sp2aker: There arə only two minutes left. It looksas if 
the hon, Lady Member is not keen for the welfare of women. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: I would now come to the amendment 
given notice of by me. I would say that no economic relief has 
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been afforded to women, and the Governor’s Address is silent about 
the Government’s solicitude! for the welfare of women, It would 
have given some satisfaction to us if the Government had chalked 
some scheme for Opening hospitals and schools for the benefit of 
women. Besides this, the method of giving loans to the refugees is 
very defective. Such loans have been granted to thə urban section 
of the displaced persons and the rural population has been completely 
ignored. Such widows who lived in villages and had owned a piece 
of land have not been given any economic relief. It can be well 
said that the Governor’s Address was couched in good language and 
printed on a‘fine paper but I regret to say that it did not contain 
any all-round achievement and progress for which the Government 
can claim credit. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh (Patti, Sikh, Rural) (Punjabi): Sir, I bave 
carefully read His Excellency the Governor’s Address explaining 
the policy of the Government.’ I had imagined that after the 
achievement of independene2, the State shall nat abrilg » the 
Fundamental Rights of the citizens as conferred under the new 
Constitution of India, But judging from the activities of the 
Government in the past I am constrained to remark that our civil 


-liberty has been curtailed more than in the time of erstwhile rulers. 


I find that more than 250 detenus have been detained in prisons 
and have been compelled to resort to -hadzer strike tə secure 
Fundamental Rights. I would submit, Sir, that the 
rules regulating the grant of family aliowance to the detenus are 
flagrantly violated, One Sardar Ram Singh of Sultan Wind 


was detained under the Public Safety Act but our Government 


refused to grant family allowance to him There are several such 
instances in which this allowance was refased to many detenus 
whose families had no other source of income to fall back upon. T 
is not in consOnance with the dignity of the Government to show this 
inhuman treatment to such detenus who have been put behind 
the bars without any trial. I would like to quote a few examples 
where detenus were illegally detained by the Government. One 
Lala Jawahar Lal B.A, LL.B. was detained under the Public 
Safety Act, but subsequently he was released by the 
High Court. A worker of our Socialist Party, Mr, Som 
Prakash, M.A., has been arrested simply for making a speech. So far 
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the Government has not been able to give a single instance of | 
violence which may have happened in the Punjab but statements 
appear in the papers that conspiracies have been made to murder. 
the hon. Ministers. No attempt is ever, made to. substantiate these 
statements. _ As a matter of fact Section. 3, is-being badly misused. 
It is being applied even in cases of disputes relating to Thikri Pahra, 
This is the condition of our civil liberties, It is true that detentions 
were made during the British rule as well, but the difficulties of those 
. times bear no comparison to the present state of affairs. So far 
as corruption and dishonesty are concerned, thisGovernment appears 
to have beaten all records. Here I am reminded of a saying of 
~= Shaikh Sadi which means that if a King unduly demands one 
egg ‘from his subjects, his courtiers or officers are enabled to swallow 
thousands of chickens. This shows that a great responsibility rests 
on the shoulders of our hon. Ministers but they do not appear to 
realise this fact. One of them being a member of the Congress 
Working Committee went to Jaipur to attend the Congress Sesston 
but received his travelling allowance from the Punjab Government 
p I would like to ask him as to what was the Government business- 
i which he had to transect at Jaipur and which he could not do here 


w + 4 [Wt 
+ Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member should see that individuals 
do not come in the discussion. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: Sir, 1 am discussing the cunduct of a 
Minister. 


Hn Speaker: Ifthe hon, Member must discuss his conduct, 


he should do it in a proper manner. 


~~ 


ates, Sardar Sajjan Singh: Very well, Sir, I shall use the word 
2 “Government”, T do not-know whether the method of fixing prices 
is given in the Rehabilitation Manual or not, but I shall place an 
example before the House. When a Tehsildar came to know that. the 
Government had disposed of a motor car worth about five thousand 
rupees for only three hundred and sixty four rupees, he sold a cow 
costing about Rs. 300 for Rs. 30 only to some friend. I earnestly 
request that for God’s sake, prices should not be fixed in this _ 

& manner. This is not all. The M.L.As, and the Parliamentary 

" Secretaries are becoming Members of the Municipal Committees 
and the District Boards and the day is not far off when they may _ ,; 

Original with; 
ot ie Sabha 


Digitizgd bys: e 


Panjab Pi ital Library 


Original with; 
Punjhb Vidhan Sabha 
Digiffized by; 


Panjab Digital Library 


(2) 114 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY Í 7TH MARCH,*1950 


{Sardar Sajjan Singh] 

be holding the .posts of even Zaildar ete. The pity is that even 
licences for the sale of arms are being given etheir to M.L.As. or 
their friends, In these circumstances I do not comprehend how 
the Government can boast of eradicating corruption and dishonesty. 
Corruption can only go from the lower ranks if the people at the 
helm exerc‘se a bit of self-control. The present work of the 
Government is most disconcerting and does not satisfy anybody. 


I would now advert to the inefficiency of this Government, 
Here is an example. I wrote a letter onthe 29th December 1948 
and a reply was received on the 3rd January 1950 from the Irrigation 
Department. Another example is this.~Sardar Sant Parkash Singh who 
is the Inspector-General of Police was appointed as such on the 15th 
August 1947 but the notification in this connection appeared in the 
Provincial Gazette on the 5th August 1949. Why go to other Depart- 
ments, let us take the Legislative Assembly Department itself. The 
reports of the 1948 Budget Session have not been published so far. 
The question of the 1949 reports does not arise. ( Some hon. 
Members: But this isa Department of the hon. Speaker). The 
reason for the delay is that the Government has not been able to 
make arrangements for printing them, . 


-© Mr. Speaker: The reason for this delay is only absence of 
printing arrangements, 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: Sir, in the Police Station Sarhali of 
my district, no death or birth entries have been made for the last 
six months for want of a death and birth register, I think there is no 
reason why the Government should not make the necessary arrange- 
ments, I have been told that in a lock-up of 19 feet Isngth, 16 fe2t 
width and 16 feet hieght, 71 persons were kept, This makes one 
forget the Black Hole tragedy of Calcutta. There is another very 
serious allegation of this very pattern and it is this that in Police 
Station Valtoha of my district 35 men were kept in lock-up which 
was meant for only nine. This happened on the 15th July and 15th 
August 1948, 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: I think 35 men of your 
size can be kept, 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: I would like to say something about 
the policy of the Government. In an answer to my question the 
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hon. Minister for Development said that the wheat for seed supplied 
to the Zamindars in District Amritsar .was bought by the Govern- 
ment at the rate of Rs,21-9-0 per maund and was sold at Rs, 21/4/9 
per mound. Butit appears that the Government has forgotten that 
at One time it stated that this wheat for seed was purchased by it at 
the rate of Rs. 13-14-10 per maund inclusive of the mandi, transport 
and godown charges and had sold it to the Zamindars at 
Rs,21-9-0 a maund, May I know if it is not black market ? Is it the 
duty of Government to serve the people or is this a trading 


concern ? 
7 Mr. Speaker: It is not black market. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: From the rate at which the Govern- 
ment purchased wheat in 1948 alone you can very well imagine that 
it made a profit of eleven lakhs of rupees. The wheat which the 
Government purchased at the rate of fourteen rupees per maund was 
sold by it at twenty one rupees per maund. If full account is taken, 
it will be found that the Government made a profit of about 
twenty lakhs of rupees. An idea of the sympathy which the 

a Government has for the people can be formed from the fact that it 
purchased wheat at Rs. 14 per maund and sold it to poor Zamindars 
for being used as seed at Rs. 21 per maund. Could there be a more 
sympathetic Government than this? If there was still something 
wanting, the Government has completed it by increasing the 
water-rate, Could there be a better Government. for the poor people 
than this ? 


Another matter regarding which I require a guarantee from the 

Government is this that we should be assured that the Ministers will 

not draw travelling allowance amounting to One and-a-half-times or 

double the amount of their salaries, In no Ministry in this world 
you will find instance of a persOn whose salary is Rs, 385 but 
his travelling allowance is Rs. 1152, May I know from the Govern- 
ment if it is just and fair that a Minister whose salary is Rs, 1350 
per mensem should get Rs. 2142 as his travelling allowance ? I want 
7 an assurance that the hon. Ministers would not do such thingsin future, 


The last thing which I wish to say is with regard to house 
Owners who have come from the West Punjab. There are three lakhs — 
of homes for four lakh families. Why should not the Government give 
grants instead of advancing loans = the rehabilitation of the remain- 


ing one lakh families ? 
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| nontes The hoh, Member’s time-is also over, : ee | 
o io ng a fag ive Fs G ) 

' 
P Kartar Singh darou West, General, Rural) 7 ! Bg 
| ( Hindustani)i:. Sir, the han. Member has. levelled serious charges O R 

| against the Government and has stated that corruption. is. rampant ,, 7 


in all its departments. , May I, enquire though you, Sir, if the | | 
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| Shrimati Sita Devi : May I know, Sir, whether the hon: 
Member’ is discussing the ‘Goveior" s “Address br is criticising the 
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Chaudhri Kartar Singh : Map I know if the organisation on 
whose ticket, the hon. . Member ‘who spoke before: ‘Me , ..udeo. cece cence 


Coop f te he yp TP Beis - . 
‘Mr. Speaker : _ I again request the hon. Member not to refer | 
_ to these matters, oe , | oe | 


Col, eae | a OE ce Si E 


| “Mehta Ranbir Singh . Is'it ‘within the rights of an hon, 
| Member to disduss ‘party matters in the House? ` 


| Mr. Speaker : Nothing has been said so far. I am more i | 
| attentive to tae Apen of the hon. Member who’is now ‘speaking, 


Li a 

Chaudhri Kartar Singh :. Sir, the hon, Member who spoke 
just: mow levelled serious charges of corruption against the Govern- 
ment, Hesaid that corruption was. rampant in every. Government 
department, from:top to bottom... May I know if it is not a fact 
that. even after forsaking the organisation on whose ticket he was 


, returned to a he had,not tendered: resignation so far ? 
se ee ae dora i oie ei z 
a Mr. Speaker : That does not concer the debate. He should 


not: be personal, ; Let’ me .tell him that if he indulges in personal ae 
remarks; T shall not-allow him to proceed with his speech. ‘ 
‘Chaudhri ane Singh: I was submitting, Sir, that it had 


been said that even after attainment of complete independence and 
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the framing of a democratic Constitution, some persons are being 
detained without trial. May -I know if anybody can have the least 
sympathy for those persons, whose party has passed a Resolution 
eee that the Government should be overthrown by acts of violence ? 
o o Those persons who have to be detained are members of a party 
which resorts even to tampering with railway tracks and thereby 
are responsible for the deaths of many innocent travellers. Look at 
the treatment which the Government is meting out to these people. 
They are being paid two and a half rupees per day as diet money 
= and allowances are given to them as well as to their families. My 
hon. Friends, who used to study Socialism and Communism when 
they were in Jails, would remember that it is the creed of the party 
aa to which the detenus belong, that they would destroy all their 
enemies when they got power. This Government is treating even 
such persons as respectable citizens, 


Then, Sir, it was said that in Amritsar, a Tehsildur sold a cow 
to a refugee at a very low price. As you are aware, these displaced 
persons had to abandon property worth millions in the West Punjab, 
Can they be expected to pay five hundred or seven hundred rupees 

sat for a buffalo? The act of the officer who treated a certain refugee 
in this manner should be commended. Another thing which goes 

to the credit of our Chief Minister is that when he assumed office 

in this State on the 15th August, 1947, there was no organised office 

here, Even pencils and typewriters were not available with which 

office work could be started, As regards Law and Order in the Siate, 

I wish to remind the ex-Parliamentary Secretary about the state- 

| l ments made by him during tle Premiership of hon, Shri Bhim Sen 
Sachar. He himself stated that the conditions of Law 

and Order had improved. I would here like to point out 


| that the Police in our Province did not even know as to 
\ how many absconders, robbers and other bad characters had come 
Over to this Province from the West Punjab. 70 per cent of the 
total strength of Police in the United Punjab were Muslims and they 
‘formed 90 per cent of all Police officers, Under these conditions, 
the Government had to recruit entirely new men and they have now 
a been trained. It is these men who are responsible for the main- 
tenance of law and order, Up till now they have no record of the 
monn people who have come from the West Jinj:b, ner do they know 
| their whereabouts. In spite of these difficulties, they have sho: 


& 
down dacvits in the Ferozepore District and have arrested certain 
dacoits in the Ludhiana District, .The latter have been handed over 
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to the Patiala Union Government which required them in certain 

cases, Our Government has thus handled the law and order position 

with firm hand, and is still trying to improve it. It can be done all (or 
the more efficiently if the hon. Members of this House render whole- en 
hearted co-operation to the Government. It is not proper to criticize i 
the Government without considering its difficulties and handicaps, | 
The critics should bear in mind that the hon. Premier or four Minis- 

ters alone cannot keep a watch on thousands of people of our Pro- 

vince, I admit that there are shortcomings in the administration. But " as 
hon. Members should realize that the people who have come over to A 
us from the other side of the border after having lost everything are 


no yet settled completely. From this fact, arise most of the problems 

that we are now facing. The solution of all these problems, I would 

submit, is a stable Government in our Province and that is possible 

! only if the hon. Members wholeheartedly and strongly support it. 

It is in the hands of the hon. Members to reshape this torn and des- 

troyed Province of ours by giving their full and active support to the 

Government. The House knows that our Province has made considera- . 

ble progress during the last three years. The West Punjab Government A 

has not so far succeeded in deciding the basic principle for allotment 

of land to the displaced people. I am sure they would now copy the 
scheme formulated by our Director General. The people who think 

| that nothing has been done so far would know anything, only when 

things are done according to their pleasure. I would like to point 

out that we are at present passing through a very critical period, 

We should, therefore, realize that we are sons of this land. Even 

those who are not shouldering the responsibility of the Government 

i should realize this fact and, therefore, we should not say in the 

House things which may be helpful to our enemies. We should try 

to remove our shortcomings in a condfidential manner. 


In the end I want to submit that tours are not undertaken for g 
| any gains by the hon. Ministers, They don’t save anything by 
i; doing that. Itis strange that if they remain at Simla and do their 
= work by sitting in their offices. they are blamed for not visiting other 
places and if they undertake tours they are criticized for d:awing 7 
travelling allowances. I would submit that the hon. Ministers should . 
be left to themselves and their honesty of purpose should not be doubt- 
ed, [Instead of criticising the Government here and outside this 
House, the hon. Members should send positive suggestions to the 
Government and the rest should be left to it. 
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Sardar Swaran Singh (Jullundur West, Sikh, Rural): Sir, 
it is a great day in the history of our State when we are meeting 
for the first time after the declaration of the Republic of India. 
Today we are having a unique opportunity of discussing the 
Government policy in a general manner on an Address which has been 
delivered by His Excellency the Governor. On such an Occasion 
it is our duty to examine the policy as laid down by the Government 
in a broad manner and suggest things which might be helpful to the 
Government in running the administration of the State in a better 
and more efficient manner so that the good accruing to the people 
might increase, With this object in view, the good things which have 
been done under the policy of the Government require our applause 
and they require a good word from this honourable House and it is 
for that reason that I have stood up to associate myself with the 
resolution which has been sponsored by my honourable Friend, 
Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt, It is also my duty to give a feeling 
of confidence to the people of this State that after the inauguration 
of Sovereign Independent Republic of India this Government should 
overtly express its determination to straighten out the issues which 
really confront this State after the partition, 


So far as the political objective is concerned, it is to the credit 
of the majority party of this House that that objective has already 
been achieved. But that does not solve the problems that ‘confront 
the people of this State. The problems which face the Government 
of this State at the moment require grappling with a certain amount 
of imagination, grit and determination. These problems are mostly 
economic problems and unless the Government puts forward economic 
schemes for the reconstruction of the State, mere attainment of 
political freedom will not be of much advantage. We will have to 
put in more effort to justify the attainment of political frezdom. 
Therefore, it is very essential that this House points out to the 
Government that the economic reconstruction and economic 
development of the State should receive foremost attention. 
Whatever I have said is all of a general nature and with 


your permission I will try to amplify this by making concrete 


suggestions, 


When I say that the economic conditions of our people should be 
bettered, my heart goes out to the millions of those people who live 
in small hamlets in a large number of villages of the State, The 
Government should undertake economic planning with a view to 
improving the condition of such people. So long as we do not do 
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anything tangible for bettering their condition, we cannot claim to 

have discharged our obligations to our people, Talking of the 

villages I have in mind that prominent section amongst them which 

depends on agriculture in one form or the other, consisting of either 

peasant proprietors or tillers of the soil, On the improvement of the 

economic conditions of those millions of people who are associated 

with agriculture, depends the future of the State. One overt act 

that the Government should do is to make a scheme for a rapid 

consolidation of agricultural holdings Any mention of the scheme 

of consolidation of holdings is conspicuous by its absence from the 

policy of the Government as explained by His Excellency the 

Governor, I am sure that our agriculture can never improve and 

make any progress unless very rapid steps are taken for finalising the 

scheme of consolidation of holdings We have heard enough 

sermons On the advantages of consolidation of holdings. The time 

has now come for us to act. Our inability to produce results will 

not be pardoned. People will not listen to us when we say that we 
had this difficulty or that difficulty. People now expect results 

and it is up to us to get results to satisfy them, Therefore the point 

that I stress is that the Government should fix a time limit for 

finishing the work of consolidation of holdings in the State of Punjab, 

Government cah say that it has been busy with the rehabilitation 
problems. I know that the Government had its hands full and now 
they have practically finished with the allotment of agricultural 
land, They might have made certain mistakes here and there but it 
is a fact. that the work of allotment of land has been finished in two 
years. If the Government decided. to fix a time limit for the 
consolidation work I think it should not be difficult for them to 
successfully tackle this problem within a period of five years. 
Inote with great regret that in the policy of the Government 
as explained by His Excellency in his Address there is no determina- 
tion shown on the part of the Government that the work of 
consolidation would be finished within a certain number of. years, As 
a matter Of fact this important point which is so vital for the rural 
population, and for the people who wii on land does not find 
a place in the Address, 


Another important thing for the improvement of conditions of 
our people is the development of the plans for the utilization of 


‘electric.power in the country-side, We are now supplying electric 
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energy to West Punjab but we also need electric power for the re- 
construction of our villages. I know that on account of the new 
values as a result of new ideas arising out of adult franchise, social 
structure and economic future, everybody is now thiaking of improv- 
ing the condition of his land. Talk about tractors and mechanical 
implements of agriculture is very much in the air. In this set-up of 
things we should: make plans for utilizing. our electric power in such 
a manner that it changes the very face of our country-side. People 
are now putting up tube-wells and other machinery for agriculture 
which is run by mineral oils or diesal oi]. This heavy machinery 
will become. useless when electric energy is made available to the 
villages, Therefore, I want that the people should know when and 
how much energy will be available to them for use in the villages. 
If. they know it beforehand, a huge waste on machinery can be 


avoided. At the same time I suggest that electricity should be | 


made available tothem at the earliest, There may be views on, 


depriving Pakistan of the use of electricity which we produce, At this | 
stage I do not go into other details on this point but stress that our 
country-side needs electric power very urgently and badly too. This | 
is a matter which i in my opinion can brook no delay. In spite of this ` 
urgency I regret to note that in the Address of His Excellency there 
is'no mention of the determination of the Government of utilizing . 
that power which we are now supplying to Pakistan in our own 


villages so that the face of the country-side might be changed in a 


very short time and the turmoil that we have suffered and the loss 


that we have borne might bə mitigated. My suggestion, therefore, 
is that we should take effective steps to stop the supply of 
electric energy to Pakistan and disseminate sufficient knowledge 


and provide technical advice to the cOuntry-side so that power — 


might be utilized for the working of implements which is so; 
very essential for the economic improvement of our State. 
While on this point I might mention that this will not only be to 
the interest of the country-side but will also be of great utility 
to the urban people and will go a long way to rehabilitate the 
industrial side of our State, So this step will help improve the eco- 
nomic conditions of both urban and rural populations of our State. 


I have very little time at. my disposal and will, therefore, 
mentiOn One more point. ‘There is very strong feeling with regard to 
the continuance of our Capital at Simla. It isa matter which has 
exhausted the patience of the population of the State of Punjab. 
The time has come when we should make some overt gesture and 
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take effective steps to translate this desire on the part of the Govern- 

ment to move its Capital to the plains, No doubt the scheme for 
Chandigarh is mentioned in the Address but I do not know how 
long it will take to materialise, With the little experience that I 

have got of the working of the Government I can say that it might 

take years before any such scheme will materialise. (Cheers), There- 

fore the people of the State can no longer brook this state of affairs, 

Members of the public have to come even for petty things all the 

way to this place and this dead end from Kalka to Simla and back 

has to be done for reaching any other part of the State. Because the 

Chandigarh scheme might take a number of years before it is 

completed, we must make a start by moving down to some place 

in the plains, A number of towns in the plains can be considered. 

Jullundur is one of them; Ludhiana is another but I am not enamour- 

ed of any particular town, Any suitable town between Jullundur 

and Ambala may be selected, If we really wish to solve this 
problem with determination, it will not be difficult to doso. It is 

likely that if we move down as suggested by me, the hon, Ministers 
may be inconvenienced or it might cause inconvenience to the members 
of the services; they may have to live in tents but I can assure them 

that it will be greatly appreciated by the masses, My feeling is that 

if we tackle this problem with a certain amount of drive, then it 
should be possible for us to succeed. There is no use playing with 
the sentiments of the people and it would be worthwhile if we moved 
down although we may have to face certain difficulties and inconveni- 
ences, We have got enough debit in our account. Lat us do something 
to bring credit to us. If wə də somathing tangible, if we can pro- 
duce something, which people can actually see and feel, it is 
only then that we can do something to our credit, With 
these remarks I associate myself with the resolation now before the 
House with the regrets that [ have pointed out, (Hear, hear.) 


6. P.M 


Sardar Ajit Singh (Ex-Member West Punjab Assembly 
representing South West Punjab, Sikh, Rural) (Punjabi): Mr, 
Speaker, I am in full accord with the resolution moved by my hon, 
Friend, Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt, But I would like to make 
a few observations in regard to certain matters which His Excel'en- 
cy the Governor Omitted in his Address. Sir, U feel that keeping 
in view the conditions obtaining in the country, particularly what 
we read in the newspapers and the cold war going on between India 
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and Pakistan, it was incumbent upon His Excellency not to ignore 
the dangers ahead and the same should have found a place in his 
Address, It is an open secret that clouds of war are visible on the 
political horizon as a result of strained relations subsisting between 
India and Pakistan But Tam surprised to see that not a word 
to this effect has been said nor any mention made of the 
deteriorating conditions in the country. I feel he should have 
clearly stated these facts in his Address and exhorted the people to 
be in a state of preparedness for any emergency or eventuality that 
may arise. I submit that we should profit from our experience of the 
chaotic conditions arising after the partition of the country in August 
1947 and avoid complacent attitude towards this matter. I may 
also point out that in 1947 we, who have migrated from West 
Pakistan, were assured by the leaders as well as the authorities in 
power that fullest protection would be given to our life and property 
and that we should not leave our hearths and homes out of sheer 
fear of partition, But what happened after the vivisection of -the 
country, is a recent history. I need not mention the losses that we 
sustained in men, mOney and material and above all in our honour. 
My submission, therefore, is that the Governor should have sounded 
a note of warning to the public of the coming dangers, He should 
have suggested certain schemes for meeting the critical situation. 
But he thought fit to keep mum over the subject, 


lL Mr. Speaker: The hon, Member should know that this subject 


does not fall within the purview of the provincial sphere, 


Sardar Ajit Singh: May be, it is a central subject, but there 
are several ways in which he could indicate the preparedness of his 
Government to face any emergency, He could have told the House 
that adequate provision had been made for strengthening the 
organisations of the National Volunteer Corps, National Cadet. Corps 
and Air Raid Preciutions and adoption of other security measures, - 
This would have allayed the anxiety of the "public, Sir, you will 
perhaps remember that during the Second World War, although 
battles were raging far beyond the shores of India, yet the British ’ 
Government made adequate arrangements to meet the menace of air 
raids. Now when we are the masters of our own country, the 
complacency of our Government in this regard is not understandable, 
Our Government should devise ways and means for the protec- 
tion and security of our country and publish them to bolster up 
the public confidence and morale of the people. 
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Then, Sir, another lacuna, which 1 find in the. Address is this. His- 


Excellency the Governor extensively toured the State of Punjab. He. 
saw with his own eyes what difficult time. the- refugees were having.. 
But not a single word has. been uttered in this connection. Only 
recently he toured the. district. of Hoshiarpur for 8 or 10: days.. 
Public money to the tune of thousands of rupees: was. spent on. his: 
receptions etc, At certain places the Public Works Department 
had. to spend six or seven thousands of rupees. in repairing and 
decorating a Rest House for him. His Excellency was fully 
apprised of the difficulties. experienced, by the people of. that 
district. He was, told that the land of the district was being destroyed 
through the process of erosion by the chos and if no. steps were 
taken to. stop this state.of affairs, then: within 8. to: 10. years the 
zamindars would be face to face with red. ruin. But it appears that. 
all this fell flat on the ears of His Excellency, He did not- make a 
mention of any measure designed to improve the hard lot of the. 
zamindars of this district. During his tour the people were heartened. 
with the hope that. something, would be done to ameliorate their 


condition since he evinced great interest in them, May Lask why, if 


all..this was to be in vain, His Excellency toured‘ our district 
and was instrumental in the expenditure of thousands. of rupees of 
the public ? Through you, Sir; I would request His Excellency the. 
Governor that just a3 he saw things in their true perspective during 
his tour, similarly he should. put forward certain measures for the 
betterment of the people of the district, of Hoshiarpur. | 


Then, Sir, His Excellency narrated certain endeavours made by 


his Government to step up Grow More Food campaign. He said that — 


Rs, 170 lakhs were provided for this purpose last year and a provi- 
sion of rupees 186 lakha was being made for this year also. I may 
tell the House that 75 per cent of this huge amount would go waste 
in the form of payment of salaries to the services and only 25 to 30 
lakhs of rupees would be spent on some constructive schemes for 
increased production of food-grains. I may submit that if the 


Government earnestly wants to step up production of food-grains, 
then it should see that the whole amount of rupees 186 lakhs is - 
judiciously distributed among the kisans in various forms, $.e., in 


sinking of wells, provision of modern agricultural implements, supply 
of manure, fertilizers, etc. The zamindars require no propaganda Or 
publicity in this matter. The high prices of food-grains are a 
sufficient indication and incentive for them to do their utmost to 
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grow food-grains to the maximum capacity of the land, The appoint- 
ment of Tehsildars and providing them with jeeps will be of no avail 
to the Grow More Food campaign. Every endeavour should be made 
to:avoid waste of money. 


Then I fully associate myself with the remarks made by my hon. 
Friend Sardar Swaran Singh, who preceded me, on the gubject of 
consolidation of holdings of lands. You will remember, Sir, that the 
Government was the recepient of profuse congratulations when the 
Consolidation of Holdings Act was enacted. But I am constrained to 
remark that it has been keptin cold storage. The high hopes entertain- 
ed by the Zamindars as a result of this beneficial measure have been 
shattered now It is really a matter of gratification that our Govern- 
ment is making all-out efforts to make Grow More Food campaign 4 
success. Since it is the intention of the Government to take adequate 
steps in this direction, I would like to take this opportunity of reques- 
ting it to take the work in connection with the consolidation of hold- 
ings in hand. It is really a pity that Government should make the 
excuse of lack of funds. It will not be out of place to mention here 
that zamindars are ready to start this work on no profit and no loss 
basis. They are prepared to spend every little penny they possess. 
They want that no time should be wasted in starting this work. I 
am really constrained to remark that adequate steps are not taken 
in this direction. I have no hesitation in saying this that the hon. 
Ministers, who are busy with their party strifes, cannot really find 
time to divert their attention towards the condition of the zamindars 
and the kisans. If they really want to make the Grow More Food 
campaign a success they should at once start the work in connection 
with the consolidation of holdings. With these words, Sir, I support 
the resolution now before the House. 


Sardar Jagjit Singh Mann (Jullundur Division, landholders ) 
(Punjabi) : Sir, I rise to support the motion moved by my hon. 
Friend, Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt, It is really very kind of His 
Excellency the Governor to have spared a few moments of his 
precious time to deliver his Address to this august House, We 
are very fortunate in having a. very efficient, hardworking ənd 
experienced Governor. 


I take this opportunity of making a few submissions. It has 
been mentioned in the Address about the rural rehabilitation that 
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orders for the quasi-permanent allotment of land have been issued in 
respect of 71% of land. ‘But I am constrained to remark that so far 
possession of land has not been given to the allottees,’ ‘If along with 
the issuing of orders adequate arrangements had been made for giving 
possession of.land, there would not have been any loss in the 
sugarcane crops. Under the circumstances I would request the 
Government to make all-out efforts to hand over the possession of 
land to, the allottees B0 that we may have better crops in 
future and there may not be, any. “Joss whatsoever. Further I 
wish tọ, point out and I am constrained to remark that 
the land allotted to the refugees has been subjected | to huge cuts. 

In many cases cut up to 95 has been effected in the land 80 allotted. 

I-would request the Government to fill this gap caused by these cuts 
by giving either more land or by making some compensation, As a 
matter of fact refugees who have left their land in Pakistan are. with- 
in their rights to' claim compensation, _ By making. this claim we do. 
not ask for any favour,- We want, our,due. It will. not be out of. 
place to mention here that our forefathers had maintained the land 
left by us in Pakistan, with the sweat of their brow, We will not be 
satisfied with this small percentage of land, allotted to us. Govern- 
ment has sufficient land at its disposal. If justice is not done to us 


and if weare not given,,what is our due, we: shall neither let the 


pe erumontr css in pee nor would we rest in peace ourselves, - i: 


E we 
| Some mention has. been made i in " the Address about the © urbin 


rehabilitation. I would request the Government to divert its 
attention towards this matter and thus try to finish this job of 
urban rehabilitation. ` These displaced persons who have left their 
urban property in Western Pakistan should be equally. compensated. 
here, No time should be lost in distributiug houses and kothis to 
those displaced persons who have left such property in Pakistan and 
the sooner it: is:done. the better would it be. It would really have been, 
in the fitness of things if our Union Government were to exchange 
property with. the Pakistan Government on, Government level and 
thus distribute the Muslim evacuee property amongst the refugces 
from Pakistan, . For the. time being their problem may be solved 
temporarily. Me ig 


_, Reference has been made by His Excellency the Governor in his 
Address - -to the Grow More. Food campaign. Unfortunately our 
State is faced with manifuld difficulties and the greatest difficulty is 
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about the lack of irrigation facilities. So long as these facilities are 
not afforded to us, we cannot improve the quality. and 
the quantity of food-grains, The completion of the Bhakra Dam 
Project on which depends the future prosperity of our State will take 
time and it is in the fitners of things that the sooner the arrangements 
are made for sinking maximum number of tube-wells, the better 
it would be for stepping up food production in the State. It will 
not be out of place to mention here that tractors are being made 
available to people on payment etc. Here I wish to suggest. that 
these tractors should be given to agriculturists: who are really 
experienced and who know the art of cultivation and know their job 
well, Their vast experience in the art of cultivation will surely 
enable them to step up food ‘production in the interests ak their 
country in general and their State in particular. 


My hon. Friend, Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt, has.in the course 
of his speech referred to land reforms and has further pointed out that 
Government has not so far framed any policy with regard to this 
matter, He wants that land reforms should be introduced here in 
this State too, Here I wish to bring this point home to him that: 
our State is quite different from other States. Here zamindars own 
very small holdings and we have peasant’ proprietors also. I am 
really constrained to remark that some interested persons are trying 
their best to exploit the good relations existing at present between 
landlords and the peasants, It will not be out of place to mention 
here that in view of the delicacy of the situation at present existing- 
in our country, a Land Reforms Committee -has been set up and this. 
committee is busy with its work, The recommendations of this 
committee when completed would be placed before the hon. 
Members to enable them to know for themselves as to what steps 
should be taken. in this direction and whether or not the récom- 
mendations of this committee should be accepted. With these 
words, Sir, I support the motion moved by my y hon. ‘Friena, Chaudhri 
Krishna Gopal Dutt. aie 


Sardar Kartar Singh (Ex-Member West Punjab ` An, 
representing Lyallpur West, Sikh, Rural) (Punjabi) «=. Sir, -I rise to 
make a few submissions in regard to: the motion, now. before the 
House, Some mention has been made in the. Address delivered by 
His Excellency the Governor about the rehabilitation of our dis- 
placed brethren, Whatever has been done in this direction:has been 
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referred to with great pride, There is no doubt about it that the 
Rehabilitation Department has tried its best to do the needful, But 
I wish to point out that we find very little in this Address:about the 
rehabilitation work, I wish to bring this point home to the hon, 
Members that’ in this post-partitioned Province, and now the State of 
Punjab, Muslims had mortgaged their land with the Hindus and. 
Sikhs, Nothing has: been mentioned in the Address as to what 
should: be done with this kind of land and how it should be 
redeemed. About 3 lakh acres of land belonging to Muslim evacuees 
is mortgaged with the Hindus and Sikhs. I would urge the Govern- 
ment to redeem it and utilize it for allotment to landless refugee 
farmers. I consider it a very important matter, I had drawn the 
attention’ of the hon, Minister for Rehabilitation and of other high 
officers to this matter but so far no indication has been given by the 
Government whether it is doing or intends doing anything in this 
regard. Though I have suggested this thing many a time before, 
I reiterate it here in this House. If the Government does not 
have the necessary money to redeem it, I would suggest that a part 
of this land should remain with the present mortgagors of the land 
and the other part should be redeemed in favour of the Custodian 
for distribution among refugee farmers. In this way we would be 
helping them to stand on their feet once again. 


Another thing that I would like to stress is this, To-day, 
almost every One, to a greater or lesser extent, feels the dinger of 
war with Pakistan, It is not known when the relations between India 
and Pakistan may worsen, making war inevitable. It is but natural 
that the people living in this frontier state and especially those 
living near the border should feel rather worried, No effort has so 
far been made, nO measure appears to have been taksn, to 
prepare the civil population for such an eventuality. 
No doubt our armed forces are redoubtable and quite capable 
of fighting any enemy. But to depend wholly and solely on the 
armed forces alone for the security and defence of the country, would 
be unwise, Indeed it would be folly to ignore the necessity of 
preparing the civil population physically and mentally for the war 
and of training them in the use of arms. No amount of money 
spent for this purpose would go waste, This is a necessity over 
which we should not mind spending money liberally. Economy in 
this respect would be misplaced. Any negligence about it would 
be unpardonable, Military training as well as instruction in air- 
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raid precautions are essential for people of this State. I hope that 
things may not take such a bad turnas to bring about war and it 
may be possible to find a peaceful solution and settlement of all 
disputes with Pakistan. Yet that is no reason why we should not be 
prepared for the worst. We regret to note that there was no 
reference to any such scheme in His Excellency’s Address. Oar 
Government has not followed a liberal policy even in the matter 
of granting licences for fire-arms, It should have, as a matter of 
fact, persuaded and encouraged the people to learn the use of arms. 
The right of keeping arms is considered very valuable by the 
members of every independent and brave nation. It is a pity that 
this right is being denied to the people of this State. 


So far as improvement in the economic condition of this State 
is concerned, some measures have already been passed by this House 
in this connection, prominent among which being the measure aiming 
at the consolidation of holdings and prevention of fragmentation of 
land, I would urge that these measures be implemented without 
unnecessary delay and steps taken to reclaim one lakh acres of land 
which has come under the ‘chos’ because this will help in increasing 
the agricultural production in the State. 


There is another important matter for the consideration of the 
Government. Our Government should make efforts to get land for 
Punjabi peasants either in Uttar Pradesh or in Madhya Pradesh or in 
Other States where it is lying uncultivated Now that the fallow 
lands of Sindh, Baluchistan and West Punjab are no longer open for 
the Punjabi farmers, new openings should be found for their coloniz- 
ing and farming zeal in other States of India, This would be to the 
advantage of the country as a whole for the like of Punjabi peasant 
is not to be found anywhere else in India. A liaison agency should 
be established to help and guide the Punjabi farmers in getting land 
in other States, Why should land anywhere in the country remain 
uncultivated simply because the people of those States have no 
inclination for this occupation ? It is in the interest of all that 
this land should be made available to the Punjabis, Provincialism 
might stand in the way of Punjabi traders being welcomed in other 
States but there is no reason why the Punjabi farmer who wishes 


to settle on the hitherto uncultivated land should not be 
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[Sardar Kartar Singh] | o ‘ 
Sir, another tract of land where the Punjabis own 80 % of the land a 
has been unfortunately made part of another State. I am referring : 
to Ganga Nagar in Bikaner—a tract which is to be benefited by the ; 
Bhakra irrigation scheme. If this ilaqa were to be included ‘in the E ; 
Punjab, many opportunities would have been opened for more a ne 
Punjabis to settle there and-once again to take to the occupation | EB 
they love. I would request the Government to spare no efforts to 
get this tract included in the Punjab. 


The Assembly then adjourned till 2 p.m. on Wednesday, 8th March 1920, 
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PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


First SESSION OF THE First PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE AsgEMBLY 


Wednesday, 8th March 1950. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Simla, at 2 p.m. of the 
clock, Mr. Speaker (The Hon. Sardar Kapoor Singh) in the Chair. 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS RE Question No, *1455! 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to 
state the area of land, belonging to the local residents and to the Muslim 
Evacuees which is going to be acquired for the purpose of the Capital ? 


Chief Minister: The plan of the Capital is to be made by Mr. Mayer. 
It is only after the plan is received that the Government will be in a position to 
say about the land and how much of it will be acquired by them. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: | Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to 
state how long it will take to get the plan ? 


Chief Minister: The first plan will reach here for consideration by the 
end of March and the final plan is expected to be ready by the end of May. 


Sardar Sarmukh Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Government will give land to the uprooted persons in the 
Capital? Ifso, where and how much? 


Chief Minister : Land will be given to those landowners and in addition 
some other facilities will also be provided to the people whose lands will 
be taken. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra : As Mr. Mayer has been selected fer preparing 
the plan, will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to state whether no suitable 
Engineer could be found in Punjab ? 


Chief Minister: The Government selected Mr. Mayer after consultation 
and with the approval of the Government of India and the Prime Minister, 


Shri Prabodh Chandra; Should I take it that no capable Engineer was 
available in the Province ? 


Chief Minister: This assumption is not correct, 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: What then were the reasons for not making the 
selection frem among Punjab Engineers? Does it not mean that in the opinion 
oY the Government all Engineers here are incompetent ? 


Chief Minister : The selection of a person for a particular job does not 
mean that the othe.s are incompetent. He was selected because he was consider- 
ed fit for the job. 


1 Vide Debates of 7-3-50 for previous Questions and Answers. 
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Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to 
state whether the views of the Chief Engineer were ascertained before ariv- 
ing at a decision with regard to the selection of the town planner ? 


Chief Minister : The matter was discussed and the Government of India 
gave its approval. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Was the Chief Engireer consulted beforehand 
to make sure that no perscn was capable of performing the auty ? 


Chief Minister: ‘There is no questicn of overlooking the Engineers of the 
Province in this matter. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh : Will there be any graded cut ‘on the land which 
will be given to the persons whose land will be taken by the 
Governinent? 


`~ 


Chief Minister : This is not the allotment of lands to the displaced 
persons. 


ELECTION OF PRESIDENT, MUNICIPAL CoMMITTEF, AMRIISAR 


* 1485. Shrimati Sita Devi: Will the hon. Minister for Local 
Self Government and Labcur be pleased to state :-— 


(a) whether Pandit Fagir Chand, M.L.A. was unanimously elected 
as the President of the Municipal Committee, Amritsar; 


(b) if the answer to part (a) above be in the affirmative whether 
his name has been published in the Gazette; if not, why not ? 


The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad ; (a) and (b) No reply to the question 
can be given because the hon. Member (Pandit Faqir Chand) has served a 
notice through a lawyer on Government. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : On a point of order, Sir......... 


7 
~< Mr. Speaker: I know what the hon. Member wants to say. Since the 


% 
è # 
wad 


matter is sub-judice, no reply can be given to this question. 


Shrj Bhim Sen Sachar : How is it sub-judice ? 
an When a matter is subject to a judicial decision, strictly 


speakirg, it is only then that the matter can be called sub judice but legal 
sub-Jjudice is to some extent different from Parliamentary sub-judice May 1l 


wa whether the hon. Member has sent any application to the High Court ? 


| Fä Bhim Sen Sacher : No, Sir, he has not done so. 


: Mr Speaker Honourable Members, I have studied this question very 
carefully. It bas heen ruled on more than one occasion that even if a matter 
is not pending before a court of law but it is mest likely to go to a 
law court, any rep'y given in connection with that matter on the floor of 
the House might prejudice the.decision of the court one wav or the other and 
the matter is considered to be subjudice acccrding to Parliamentary practice. 
In this particular case also, I do not want that the reply of the Government 
should affect the decision of the court, as it is quite likely that this matter 


‘ might be taken to a law court. 


Origin with; 


Shrimati Sita Devi: May I ask why ihis question was admitted if no 
reply was due from the Government ? 
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Mr. Speaker: As a matter of fact, I wanted that no reply should be 
given as that might affect the decision of the court either in favour or against 
this case. 


Chief Miaister : Sir, the question was admitted by you and as usual 
notice was sent to the Goverrment and the Government was expected to 
give a reply on the floor of the House. When this question was under replys 


ae a notice was received by me fromthe party concerned to the effect that 

either we should do the thing within three weeks or the hon. Member would 

f go to a court of law. As soon as such a notice was received, the case became 
| sub-judice. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: The mere fact of giving a notice like the one 
| received by my hon, Friend cannot make the maitersub-judice. It is quite 
possible that the party concerned might tender an apology within 24 hours 
and then there would be no necessity for the matter being taken up toa 


court of law. The House has got every right to seek information nn a matter 
l which is agitating the public mind and the excuse put forward by Government 
' i that the matter is sub-judice is not tenable. 


Chief Minister: When the hon. Member has got every information 
regarding the case, why does he seek it from the Government ? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: The House wants it. 


Honourable Members: We want it. 


oe 


Sardar Swaran Singh: In this case, a question of principle is involved. 
The mere fact that a person has given notice oftis intention to sue does not 
make it sub-judicé. As it isa very important question on which an authori- 
tative ruling is called for, I suggest that you may kindly apply your mind to 
it and then give your ruling. A decision on this question would directly 
affect the privileges of this hon. House. It is quite a different thing 
that the Government is not prepared to give a reply to the question that 
has been put by Shrimati Sita Devi. They can say that the reply is not 
ready; they can straightaway decline to give any reply ; there are hundred 
and one ways in which that sort of thing can be done. But to say that a 
matter becomes sub-judice by the mere fact of a notice of a person’s intention 
of going to a court of law, is to my mind an untenable proposition. I, therefore, 
think that this is a matter upon which an important pronouncement is 
called for. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Sir. I draw your attention to Rule 29 (10) which 
: lays down: — 


NAN 


It (a question) must not ask for information on any matter which is under ad- 
judication by a court of law having jurisdiction in any part of India. 


} 


oe 


Unless a matter is actually before a court of law, it cannot be said 
to be ‘under adjudication’. . ` 


Mir. Speaker: I quite admit that under the rules, strictly speaking, a 

a question cannot be asked on a matter which is actually sub-judice. As I have } 

bai already said, I have studied this question aud have gone through the rulings i 
am- given by othe: Speakers. I have'rome to the conclusion that not only those 
matters which are actually under adjudication by a court of law but even those 

matters alse which are most /1kely to go to a court of Jaw should not form the © 

subject of interpellations on the floor of the House. Supposing a person j 


| 


} 
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[Mr. Speaker]. 


goes to a police station and lodges F.I.R. and on that F.I.R. investigation 
starts, but so long asthe challan does not go toa court, the case is not sub- 
judice, but still ąs itis likely to go toa court, any reply on such a question 
on the floor of the House would prejudice the findings of the court, That is 
the reason why I hold that such questions also should not be asked. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: I bow to your ruling, Sir, and I have no intention 
of criticising it but I humbly request you to reconsider the matter and not 
give any pronouncement straightaway. The matter is of considerable 
importance. The instance which has been cited by you of a case being 
registered at a police station and being treated as sub-judice is supported by 
judicial authority. The mere fact that a case has been registered and that a 
magistrate takes congrizance of it makes it sub-judice. Recently the High 
Court at Patiala decided that all, such cases should be treated as sub-judice 
and any person is liable for contempt proceedings if other ingredients are 
there. My Submission is that this particular matter wkich is now before the 
House is quite different because the mere fact that a person has given 
notice of his intention to sue does not make the matter sub-judice. I, therefore, 
request you, Sir, to consider this question in the light of what I have stated. 
In this particular case, to say, that any information given on the floor of the 
House is likely to prejudice the case is, in my opinion, enlarging the scope of 
protection to the Government arid is a serious breach of the privileges of this 
Honourable House and an encroachment upon the right of members, 


Mr. Speaker: [tis not a protection to the Government but I think 
some protection should be given to the hon. Member concerned. May I know 
from the hon. Member whether he served any notice on the Government? 


Pandit Faqir Chand: Sir, I have not served any notice upon the Govern- 
ment but have notified the hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava and the hon. Shri 
ee aa Azad in their personal capacity in regard to this matter. 


Mr, Speaker: Does the hon. Member want a reply to be given to this 
question and does he intend going to a court of law ? 


Pandit Faqir Chand: Yes, Sir, I want a reply to this question and if 
that reply is satisfactory, I may not go to a court of law, but if it is unsatisfac- 
tory, I might like to do so. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Sir, I want to know how this matter is 
connected with the question of a matter being sub-judice or not The ques- 
tion now before the House is quite simple, whether Pandit Faqir Chand 
M.L A. was unanimously elected as President of the Amritsar Municipal 
Committee, and i, so, whether the Government was guilty of any irregularity in 
not publising his name in the gazette and consequently whether the Govern- 
ment was liable to pay any penalty. Has the High Court to decide whether 
Pandit Faqir Chand was unanimously elected as President? 


Mr. Speaker: Yes, that is exactly the question, whether he was legally 
elected. The next question, please, 


NATIONALIZATION OF TRANSPORT. 


*1451. Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: Will the hon. Minister for Education be 
pleased to state:—- 


_ (aì) the details of the proposal formulated by the Government for the 
nationalization of transport in the state; 


(5) the name of the routes which have so far been taken over; 


idhan Sabha 


by; 
) 


igital Library 


a or wt 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS (3) 5 


(c) whether any deputation of the transporters recently waited upon 
the Government; and if so, with what result ? 
The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh : 


(a) These details are embodied in the schedule of new expenditure 
a presented to the Legislative Assembly. 


(b) The following routes have so far been taken over as a part of the 


h Local Bus Services at Jullundur and Amritsar for exclusive operation or in 
competition with the existing operators: 
1. Basti Baba Khel-City Railway Station. 
2. City Railway Station & Gantt. Railway Station. 
3. Civil Secretariat & Sadar. 
4. D.A. V. College & Sadar Bazar. 
5. D. A. V. College & City Railway Station. 
sä 6. Railway Station & Basti Guzan. 
`~ # 7. City Railway Station & Kartarpur. 
—— 8. Adda Nakodar & Lambra. 
‘ 9. City Railway Station to Adampur. 
j 10. District Courts & Kapurthala. 
11. Jullundur & Amritsar. 
12. Jullundur & Phagwara. 
13. Jullundur to Kung Sabu. 
14. Model Town-Basti Sheikhan. 
15. Chatiwind Gate to District Courts via Hall Gate. = 
16. Chatiwind Gate to District Courts via Lohgarh Gate, 
17. Hall Gate to Khalsa Gollege. 
18. Railway Station to Chheharta Town. 
19. Railway Station to Mehta Brothers (Chheharta). 
20. Lohgarh Gate to Gopal Nagar. 
21. Hall Gate to Verka. 
22. Hall Gate to Jandiala. 
23. Railway Station to Raja Sansi, 
24. Hall Gate to Attari Border. 
25. Hall Gate to Chabbal. 
26. Chatiwind Gate to Tarn Taran. 
27. Ram Bagh to Majitha. 
(e) ‘Transporters have been seeing the Government from time to 
time Their views are being given due consideration. 
Shri Prabodh Chandra: May I know if there is any difference 
1 between the proposal formulated by the previcus Ministry and the present 
j Ministry ? 
aus, Minister: The hon. Member is referred to the Budget of 1950-51. 
> Shri Prabodh Chandra: Is it a fact that Government had previously > 
placed a scheme in connection with this nationalization before the House and- 
the construction of Hoshiarpur-Dharamsala Road was also included in it. Is it 
also a fact that this Scheme also included the nationalization of Pathankot- 
Kulu Transport ? 
ao Chief Minister : No, it is nota fact. Government has not placed any 
such scheme before the House. The details of the scheme as already referred 
m pme to above in the original reply, are embodied in the Schedule of the New- 
Expenditure. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: May I know ifthe previous Ministry had also 
formulated auy such scheme ? 
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Chief Minister: I regret I cannot disclose any Cabinet secrets. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: When have these proposals been formulated 


by the Government in connection with this Nationalization ? 


Chief Minister > I require notice for this question. 


awe 6 ae ee eee 


Omnisus SERVICE IN AMRITSAR 


*1492. Dr. Sant Ram Seth; Will the hon, Minister for Education be 


(a) 


(b) 


pleased to state:- 


the dates of commencement of the Omnibus Service in the Amrit- 
sar town itself and in the district ; l 


the name of the places covered by this service ; 

its total income and expenditure up-to-date ; 

the number of accidents which have occurred up-to-date ; 
the total number of accidents which proved fatal ; 


the number of drivers or other employees punished for traffic 
offences so far ; 


the nature of punishment inflicted on each of them ; 


the compensatian, if any, given to the injured persons together 
with their names and the amount given in each case ? 


The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh; 


(7) 


14-12-1948 in both cases. 
Chheharta, Verka, Jandiala, Raja Sansi, Attari-Wagah Border, 


Chabhal, Taran Taran, Majitha, District-Courts, Putlighar and lobgrah- 


Total income and expenditure upto 31. 1. 50 was Rs. 11, 18, 076/14/9 
and Rs, 9, 72, 461 /12/8 respectively. 


Five. 

Two. 

Three. 

Ram Singh driver- six months’ rigorous imprisonment. 


2. Harbansh Singh Mechanic one month’s rigorous imprisonmen 
and a fine of Rs. 500/-. 


3. Kehar Singh Conductor: A fine of Rs. 40/-. 


Rs. 400/- were paid as compensation to S. Ujjagar Singh of Attari 
for the loss of his buffalue. Payment of compensation is ordered by 
the magistrate in accordance with facts of each case. 


NATIONALIZATION OF RoapD TRANSPORT 


*1493, Dr. Sant Ram Seth: Will the hon. Minister for Education be 


(a) 
(0) 


pleased to state:- 


whether it is a fact that the Government proposes to nationalize 
the road transport in the Punjab, if so, when; 


whether any protest was made by the private Transport Companies; 
if so, the nature thereof; 
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(c) whether it is a fact that Simla—Kalka and Pathankot—Kulu routes 
have been nationalized, if not, the reasons therefor ? 


- 


The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh: 
(a) Yes, from the year 1950 51. 


(b` Some representations and resolutions against Nationalization from 
the existing transport companies have been received and they have 
been and are being given due considei ation. 


(c) No. These routes form part of the first year’s programme as 
approved bv the Cabinet in Nevember, 1949. The decision is to be 
finalized. Preliminary arrangements are in progress. 


ey CE ens ee ee Se 


DispuTrés BETWEEN LANDLORDS AND TENANTS 


*1519. Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar: Will the hon. Minister for 
Education be pleased to state whether it is a fact that several district congress 
committees, and the Punjab Sate (Provincial) Congress Committee have 
submitted concrete proposals to the Government for resolving the disputes 
between the landlords and tenants wh > have threatened to offer satyagrah by 
refusing to quit lanas in case early steps are not taken to remove their grievan- 
ces: if so, the steps Government contemplate to take in order to remove the 
genuine grievances of the tenants? 


The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh: Proposals submitted by District and 
State Congress Committees concerning relief to the tenants are under con- 
sideration of the Government. 


Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar: May I know if it is a fact that 
this matter has been under the consideration of the Government since August 
1947 and that whenever this matter is brought to their notice it is said that 
this matter is under the consideration of the Government ? 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: How long will it remain under the consider- 
ation of the Government ? 


Minister: My reply is there and I have nothing to add to it. 


Shri Frabodh Chandra: Is it a fact that the Provincial Goncress Committee 
recommended to the Government that these tenants should not be removed 
for 3 years at least ? 


Minister: It is not in the public interest to disclose the recommendations, 
Shri Prabodh Chandra: Where is the public interest ia it ? 
Minister: We are here to judge that and not the hon. Member. . 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: if that be so. God save us from such Public 
interest, 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: Has any hon, Minister announced in the 
public meetings that this matter is under the active consideration of the 
Government ? 


| Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Since how long has this matter been under the 
consideration of the Government ? 


Origin 
Punjal 


Digiti gd 


Panjab Digital Library 


vith; 


(3) 8 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [8th March, 1950. 


Chief Minister; Since the time the Provincial Congress Committee 
discussed it. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Was this matter ever under consideration 
before Provincial GQ ongress Committee discussed it ? 


Chief Minister: Since a long time back. 


Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar: Is it a fact that the hon. Members 
approached the Cnief Minister and threatened him to the effect that they 
would withdraw their support in case an Ordinance was not promulgated to 
give protection to the tenants ? 


Chief Minister: No one approached me. What the hon. Member says 
is not based on facts. He may be labouring under a disillusion. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Is it a fact that it was announced in public that 
they would soon be bringing in a Bill to this effect ? 


Chief Minister: Yes, it is a fact. It was one of their demands. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: How much time will it take the Government 
to promulgate an Ordinance or bring in a Bill to this effect ? 


Chief Minister: As soon as it will be ready. 


oS ee ED SD 


HOUSE RENT FOR BVACUEE PROPERTY 


*1348. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Willthe hon. Minister for Relief 
and Rehabilitation be pleased to State: — 


(a) whether Government has received representations that the rents at 
present charged for the evacuee property are generally too ‘high and 
the refugees occupying it are unable to pay these rents; 


(5) whether it is a fact that the towns like Jhajjar in District Rohtak 
large number of refugees being unable to pay the rent have aban- 
doned and left the town; 


(c) the action Government propose to take in the matter ? 
The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi : 
(a) Yes froin certain quarters only. 


(b) A representation was received from several teachers of the Govern- 
ment High School, Jhajjar, to the effect that the rents of evacuee 
houses are too high. The matter was enquired into and it was 
found that the rents assessed were fair. 


(c) In cases where the rent charged is too high or too low in respect 
of evacuee property Government have decided to re-assess such 
properties on fair rent basis. Orders in this connection have already 
been issued to all district officers. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Which are those places from where 
the Government rec.ived compliants to the effect that the rent assessed was too 
high. Has the Government issued any instructions in the cases of those quarters 
where rent charged is comparatively too high. Which are those places ? 


Minister: So far as places are concerned, I require notice. As regards 
the other part of the question, in many cases rent has been reduced after 
re-assessment. 
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Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: What are the reasons of assessing the rent of 
these properties at such high rates ? 


Minister: So far as the representation from Jhajjar is concerned, the 
matter was enquired into and it was found that the rents assessed were fair. 
About other places, I have already given my reply. 

Shri Virendra: What is the meaning of ‘fair rent basis”? 

Minister: Fair means fair. 


Shri Virendra: What will be the basis of ‘fair rent’? 
Minister: Generally it means the reasonable rent of a house. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Is it a fact that in West Punjab the refugees who are 
allotted properties of Hindus and Sikhs are paying only 20 per cent rent and 
the rest of 80 per cent is remitted in their favour, while as in this province 
cent per cent rent is being charged for the evacuee property? 


Minister: We have no official information We read it in newspapers 
only. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: May I know if this 33% rent which has been realiz- 
ed would be remitted to Pakistan or distributed amongst the refugees here ? 


Minister: Government has already decided not to have any exchange of 


rent etc., This amount will, however, be disiributed amongst those refugees 
who have left their property in Pakistan. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Have not several deputations pointed out to the 
Government that any increase in rents would be a great hardship for the 


ie, 
r. Speaker: This is an expression of opinion. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra; Is it not a fact that 75 per cent of the rent receipts 


are spent to cover the establishment expenditure of the department entrusted 
with the work of collection ? 


Minister: No, this is not correct. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Then may I know the difference between the 


income from rents and the expenditure incurred in connection with the 
collection work ? 


Minister: I want notice for this. 
Seth Ganga Saran: How much rent has so far been realised ? 


Minister: For this too, notice is required. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Doesn’t the Government think that by increasing the 
rents of evacuee property, it will be raising its value too ? 


X 


Minister: No, the Government does not think so. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: When shall the amount realized as rent from 
evacuee property be distributed among those who have a right to it? 


Minister: They will get their share out of this money, when the 
assessment of properties left by them in West Punjab is completed. 
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INDUSTRIAL ConceRNS ABANDONED By MusSLım EVACUEES 


*1423. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation 
be pleased to state:— 


(a) the total number of Industrial concerns abandoned by Muslim 
evacuees in the Punjab; 


(b) the total number given on lease, and the total amount of lease 
money per annum; 

(c) the total amount due as on 31—12—49; 

(d) the total amount realised as on 31—12—49; 

(e) thesteps taken by the Government to realise the arrears; 

(f) the total amount realised by sale of stocks in the factories? 


The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi : 

(a) 1513. 

(è) (1) 1112, 

(2) Rs. 14,89,844/14/-. 

(c) Rs. 18,42,188/13/4. 

(d4) Rs. 5,80,523/5/10. 

(e) A large number of lessees of industrial establishments had claimed 
exemption from payment of lease money due to non-availability of 
electric energy or non-supply of raw material and other reasons. All 
‘disputes between such lessees and the Custodian are being resolved 
and the Assistant Custodians are giving top priority to the 
question of collection of lease money. Itis hoped that by the end 
of April a very substantial proportion of the lease money will 
have been recovered. | 


(f) Rs. 9,40,181/11/6. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Wes it not stipulated as a condition of the 


lease that if they failed to pay the money within six months, allotment would 
be cancelled ? 


` 


Minister: We don’t want to cause them hardships. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: How and why did this complaint about non-avail- 
ability of electricity arise ? 

Minister: At the very outset the Government had given them the idea 
that it would be difficult to supply them electricity and it was for this reason 


that later on it expressed its willingness to consider the desirability of giving 
concessions in individual cases of haraship. 


Shri Virendra: Does this decision apply to industrial concerns only or 
all concerns ? 


Minister: Industrial concefns only. 
Shri Virendra: Why only industrial concerns ? 


Minister: As Pakistan had reduced the rents, it was decided to do the 
same here too, despite the fact that factories had been allotted by inviting 
tenders. Later on, the Government of India decided that this money belongs 
to those who have left behind concerns in West Punjab and so it should be 
realised in full. Since these were allotted on lease,. there is no reason 
why the full amount of the rents should not be realised. 
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STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


Quast PeRMANENT ALLOTMENT OF LANDS 


be pleased to state:— 


(3) 11 


Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation 


(a) the date on which the work of quasi-permanent allotment of lands 
in Punjab was under-taken by the Government; 


(b) the strength of the staff employed as on 30-11-49 for the above 


work; 


(c) the total expenses incurred upto 31-12-49 for the above work; 


(d) the travelling allowance paid to the Director 
from 1-1-49 to 12-12-49; 


(e) the 


travelling allowance paid to the 


(Rehabilitation) during the year 1949 ? 


The hon Dr, Lehna Singh Sethi: 
(a) 9th March, 1948. 


Financial 


General (Rural) 


Commissioner 


(4) Strength of the staff employed on 30-11-49 excluding that of Pepsu 
was as under%- 


Panjab Digital Library 7 


CO CONID Ore OS 


Establishment & Accounts officer. 
Superintendent. 

Superintendent Records, 

Deputy Superintendents. 
Tahsildars. 

Assistant Land claims Officers. 
Assistants. 

Cashier. 

Claims Assistants. 

Naib Tahsildars. 

Claim Assistants on consolidated pay. 
Medical officer. 

Stenographers, 

Assistant to L.G.O. 

Senior Clerks. 

Nazir. 

Sadar Kanungo. 

Field Kanungoes. 

Draftsman. 

Senior Clerk on consolidated pay. 


Kanungoes (Senior Clerk) consolidated pay. 


Junior Clerks. 

Typists. 

Assistant Nazir. 

Junior Clerks including patwaries junior 
Clerks. 

Supervisor. 

Sanitary Inspector. 

Sanitary Daroga. 

Dispenser. 

Ward Orderly. 

Daftries. 

Peons (including 205 peons cooks). 
Menial Staff. 
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(2) 


Revenue Staff, 


1. Patwaris. 3196 
2. Kanungoes. 277 
3. Tahsildars & Naib Tahsildars. 117 


(c) Rs. 84,01,246. 
(d) Rs. 3,874/7-. 
(e) Rs. 3,751/7)-. 


a ee ee ee Oo 


Quast PERMANENT ALLOTMENT OF LAND 


*1425 Sbri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation 
be pleased to state :— 


the total number of applications and complaints received in the 
Rehabilitation Department upto 30th November, 1949, against 
allotment of lands under the quasi-permanent scheme; 


the total number of such applications which were rejected; 


the nature of irregularities discovered as a result of scrutiny of 
innumerable complaints; 


the number of complaints of corruption and illegal gratifications 
against Rehabilitation Officers received upto date and the action 
so for taken by the Government against the Officers concerned ? 


hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: 


1;13,420, 
From 6-10-49 to 30-11-49. 


57,393. 


The only irregularity discovered as a result of scrutiny of allotment 
on these applications was that 6535 sitting allottees had been wrong. 
ly ousted. Out of the total number of applications received 23775 
were duplicate applications and the bulk of the rest related to 
requests for bringing close relations together in the matter of allot. 
ment and to inclusion of rights which for lack of sufficient proof had 
not been included earlier at the time of preparation of claims and 
for correction of khasra numbers. Applications on these three 
matters are not classed as those relating to any irregularities. 


No account has been kept of complaints of corruption received 
direct from public. Such complaints are few. Allegations of 
corruption are contained in Intelligence reports against 44 Officers. 
On examination of the records, prima facie case for further inquiry 
has been made out against 2 Tahsildars, 2 Naib Vahsildars, 2 
Kanungoes and 7 patwaris who have been placed under suspension. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Out of the applications received, how many 
people will be allotted land at the places close to their relatives ? 


Minister; 26619 applications related to requests for bringing close 
relations in the matter of allotment of land of which 10422 persons have been 
allotted land accordingly. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Since Government has stopped entertaining further 


i 
1 
j 
i 


applied so 


applications, may I know what would become of those persons who have not 


far ? 


| Minister: At first 30th November 1949 was the last date for submitting 
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opportunity to those who could not apply before that date. Applications of 
one lac persons have so far been received. The Government do not propose 
to extend the date further. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Is the Government not aware that the notices of the 
Government that are published in the newspapers are not read by the rural 
public ? 


Minister: Besides informing the public through newspapers the publicity 
Department of the Government was instructed to inform the public in the 
rural areas by beat of drums that the last date of submission of applications 
was 30th November, 1949. There is hardly any refugee in the province who 
does not know about it. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: May I know if any application was entertained by 
the Government after the expiry of this date ? | 


Minister: {í do not know of any such case. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: Is ita fact that after the expiry of this date oral 
applications are being made to the hon. Minister ? 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: May I know if any case of corruption has been 
registered ? 


Minister: Such persons have been placed under suspension. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: May I know whether such cases of corruption have 
been registered by the police ? 


Minister: I require notice for this question, 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Does the Government consider it sufficient to 
place such persons under suspension or propose to award any other punishment? 


Minister: No punishment can be awarded unless the allegations of 
corruption are proved. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know what action has been taken by 
the Government against the persons charged for the offence of corruption. 
Why were cases not instituted against them ? ; 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Is ita fact that the Government informed the 
Intelligence Department that the Gevernment does not propose to register such 
cases ? 


Chief Minister: It is absolutely wrong. 
Mehta Ranbir Singh: May I know if any case was registered ? 
Minister: The Government has taken action by placing under suspension 


the officials concerned. Further inquiry is in progress and if they are found 
guilty they will be dismissed. 


Chief Minister: Complaints of corruption which are received by the 
Government are fully inquired into. If prima facie case is made out against 
any person it is sent to the court. Ifit is considered necessary to take depart- 
mental action, the person concerned is afforded full opportunity to defend 
himself and then necessary action is taken against him. 
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Shrimati Sita Devi: The Government has stated that allegations of 
corruption have been made against Tehsildars, Kanungoes and Patwaris, may Í 


know if any complaint of corruption has been made against any highly placed 
officer ? : 


Minister? No» sich complaint has been received. 


Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: Is it not a fact that in case any complaint of ii 
corruption is made against any highly placed officer, his supporters reach 
the authorities to hush up the case ? 


amaa u e ome ems 


kd 


REFUGEE Camps 


*1452, Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabi- 


litation be pleased to State:- : 
(a) the total expenditure incurred on refugee Gamps upto date; —_ 
(b) how long these cimps are likely to last; . 
(c) how many camps are being run at present and the monthly 
expenditure thereon; 
(da) whea the Government will get these camps vacated? 
The hon. Dr Lehna Singh Sethi : 
(a) Rs.9,02,93,790 upto December, 1949. 
(b) Gratuitous relief in the general camps has already been liquidated. 
The camps now exist primarily for providing accommodation to the displaced 
persons, and for this purpose mud-huts have been constructed at the camp sites. 
The question of closing down the camps, therefore, does not arise. 
(c) 26 camps including Women Homes. Monthly expenditure nuw 
comes to nearly Rs. 5 lacs. 
(d) Refer to (b} above, i 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know if any accommodation is being 
provided by the Government tə the displaced persons who were in the i 
camps? 
Minister: 13,000 mud huts have been constructed for this purpose and 
3,000 more mud-huts will be ready by the end of Jane or July this year. ’ 
Shrimati Sita Devi: May I know whether the expenditure in this connec- 
tion has been met out of the grant provided in the budget for this year or the = 
last year? $ 
Minister: Tais expenditure has been met out of the budget of last year. 
New bulget has not yet been presented before the House. 
Shrimati Sita Devi: Does hon. Minister, betag a doctor, approve the 
idea of putting 13 or ł4 persons into one room ? i 
Minister: A room has been given to 5 persons and I think this is pe 


what a poor Government can do fur its poor people. Being a doctor also FẸ 
think such a thing will not affect the health of these people. 


Sant Narindar Singh : What has been done for the dislocated tenants ? 
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Sardar Bachan Singh: Has the Government prepared some scheme 
according to which facilities provided in the camps are to be cut down ? 


Minister : Generally speaking there are no facilities now in the camps. 
Facilities are being provided only to women and disabled persons. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: But are not the Camp Commandants, Super- 
visors and Sanitary Inspectors still existing in the camrs? 


Minister: At present they do, but gradually they will be liquidated. 
Sanitary arrangements will of course continue. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: The decision regarding 5 persons to a room appears 
only to be on paper. The fact is that about 12 persons have been kept in 
one room. 


Minister: I also go to the camps and know facts A family with 4 
persons is allotted one quarter. In case there are more persons in a family 
it is given 2 quarters. The quarters are so built that 2 quarters can easily be 
converted into one. 


eae (ee ne RTE 


Loan to REFUGEE FoR REPAIR TO EvacurEeE Houses 


l *1453. Shri Bhagat Ram Cnadha : Will the hon. Minister the Rehabili- 
tation be pleased to state whether the Government is advancing any loans to 
refuges for the repairs of urban muslim houses? 


The hon, Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: No. Since all evacuee property vests 
in the Custodian, the Custodian is himself making arrangements for repairs 
to such property. The Government have sanctioned a sum o! five lakhs to the 
Custodian for this purpose and this sum is being utilized by the Custodian in 
consultation with the Superintending Engineers of the two circles concerned 


Shri Bhagat Ram Chadha: Will money be given to different deserving 
people ? 

Minister : Money will be given for carrying out repairs to the houses. 

Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: Will repairs be carried out by the Govern- 
ment or people themselves ? 


Minister: Ifthe required amount does not exceed a certain limit the 
occupants of the houses will be entitled to get the work done. In case it 
exceeds the limit, work will be attended to by the P. W. D. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Will any discrimination be made between the differ- 
ent people ? 

Minister : The sum to be given is not a loan. It is only to meet the cost 
of repairs to houses ? 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Perhaps ] was not quite explicit. I wish to know 
whether preference will be given to certain people when this amount 1s given 
for repair of houses? 


Chief Minister: Money will be given for deserving houses and not to deserv- 
ing people. 


ES ee he a 


Occupation oF Musim EvVACuUEE Property BY Non-RF&FUGEES 


* 1487. Shirmati Sita Devi: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation 
be pleased to state :— 
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(a) whether inspite of the instructions of the Government to the cont- 
rary some inhabitants of the Punjab who are not refugees are still in 
the wrongful occupation of the Muslim Evacuee Property, houses 
and shops ; i 


(b) the action Government proposes to take against such offenders ? 


The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi : 


(a) Yes, in some cases. 


(b) Instructions have been issued to officers of the Custodian Depart- 
ment in the Punjab to evict all such persons and it is also proposed 
to institute criminal proceedings in suitable cases. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Is it not a fact that certain houses are being occu- 
pied by s»me respectable local men and the Government is knowingly taking a 
no steps to get them vacated ? 


Minister : Enquiry is at once made as and when Government is informed 
that some hvuse is in the possession of a local person. But at times immediate cs 
eviction is not possible as recourse is to be had to law courts. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Js a bungalow being occupied by an hon. Member? 


Chief Minister : Yes, but his possession is auth odrized. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra ; Is it not a fact that some evacuee property is in 
the possession of some local men for the last two years and the Government 
though aware of it has taken no steps to recover the same from them ? 


Chief Minister; Steps are immediately taken when Government is in 
receipt of information. 


Sardar Bachan Singh ; Is there any rule under which Muslim evacuce 
property can be allotted to local men ? 


Minister: Muslim evacuee property cannot be allotted to local men. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Is the Government aware of the fact that whether 
in an authorized or an unauthorized manner some local men are occupying 
some houses ? 


. Chief Minister: Some houses have been allotted to local men after 
having been requisitioned by the Government. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: What is the definition of ‘authorised occupation’ ? ú 
Chief Minister : Kindly consult the dictionary. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Please answer my question. j 
Chief Minister: i have answered., 


CLAIM FOR ALLOTMENT oF LAND 


| *1194. Dr. Sant Ram Seth: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilita- 
tion be pleased to state:— | ii 


(a) the total number of claims for allotment of land registered so far; 


(b) the total number of permits issued so far; 
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(c) the total number of allottees who have taken possestion of such 
lands so far ; 


(d) the total nu nher of acreage of land allotted so far ? 
The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: 


| 


(a) The total number of land claims received from displaced persons 
is 479, 152, bit the number considered eligible for allotment in East 
Pu. jab and PEPSU on the basis of claims prepared from jamabandis 
received from Pakistan is 483, 611. 


(b; 4, 38, 000. 

(c) Exact number is not knowd so far. Possession of vacant land is 
being passed to allottees since 15th of December, 1949, 

(d) 1, 591, 187 standard acres. 


Dr. Sant Ram Seth. By when will this work finish ? 
Minjster: It is almost fin‘shed. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Can the hon. Minister give the exact date when 
possession will be given to the refugees ? | 


Minister: They will get it in June. 
Shrimati Sita Devi: June of which year ? 


Minitser: June ofthe year of grace 1950. Lands will be given over 
to the allottees immediately after they are vacated. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: What is the number of East Punjab claims ? 


Minister: These are claims of those who have come from the West 
Punjab as refugees. There cannot be any claims from East Punjab. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: 1 mean mumber of men who have been even 
land in East Punjab and not in Pepsu. 
Minister: This question can be answered after notice. 


i w 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


MunicipAL CoMMTigE Moca 


_ 392. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Local Self-Govern- 
ment and Labour be pleased to state:— 


(a) whether any complaint by Shri Banwari Lall, Municipal Gommis- 
sioner, Moga, containing allegations of Mal-administration against the Moga 
muncipality was received by the Government in the month of December 1949 ; 
if so, the nature of the allegations; 


(b) whether any enquiry was made by the Government into the 
allegations made; if so, the result thereof; 


(c) whether it is a fact that in the compound of the grain market at 
Moga which is municipal property any temporary buildings have been erected; 


(d) whether the permission of the Municipal Committee, Moga was 
obtained before constructing these buildings; if so, when; 


(e) whether any rent was fixed by the Municipality for the buildings 
mentioned in part (c) above; 


(f) if the answer to part (e) above be in the affirmative, the total rent 
received by the said Municipal Committee from the tenants of these buildings 
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and the amount of arrears of rent respectively for the year 1949-50, upto 3lst 
January, 1950; 


(g) whether any steps were taken by the said Muncicipal Committee 
for the recovery of the arrears of rent due; if so, the result thereof; 


(h) the date from which the rent due from each of the defaulting tenants 
has not been realised? ne 


The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad : 
(a) Yes, the following were the allegations :— 


(i) free use of open court yard in the grain market by the relatives 
and friends of a Municipal Commissioner ; 


(îi) illegal auction of cement bags ; 
(iti) unauthorised projections ; 


(tv) misappropriation and forgery etc. committed by the Octroy poen 
Superintendent, Moga ; 


(v) wrong payment to the municipal staff ; 
(vi) illegal election of the President. 


(b) Yes, most of the allegations were found baseless. Suitable action 
is being taken against the defaulters. 


(c & d) No, only temporary and movable wooden stalls have been 
erected with the permission of the Municipality. 


(e) Yes, tehbazari fee on daily basis is being charged. 


(f) The exact amount realized for the grain market cannot be given as 
there are no separate figures for this area. The arrears amount to Rs. 600/-. 


(g) Yes, notices were issued and steps for the removal of the stalls are 
being taken. 


(h) the tehbazari fee is due for the year 1949-50 only. 


PROHIBITION OF PUBLIC MEETINGS oR PROCESSIONS, 


393. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing the periods during which public 
meetings Or processions were prohibited in each of the districts of the State 
under the provisions of section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code and the v 
Public Safety Ordinance cr Act in the period from 15 8 47 tu 15 2.50 ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargva: A statement is laid on the table. 


WATER SUPPLY aT Police Srarion PATTI 


| 394. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to 


state:— 
(a) whether the water supply arrangements at police Station Patti 
| district Amritsar, referred to in  unstarred Assembly Questicn a 
No. 292 put by me during the Autumn Session of the Assembly of 
| 1949, have been completed ; if not, the reasons therefor ; 
| ? Kept in the Library. 
im 
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(b) whether any steps were taken by the Public Works Department 
upto 15-2-50 to take the work in hand ; if not, the reasons therefor ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: 
(a) Not yet, the work has been entrusted to a contractor by P. W. D. 


(b) The P. W D. expect to have it completed within the current finan- 
cial year. 


ee ees a 


ALLOTMENT OF LaNvos IN VILLAGE Dauppura, Tausn. PATTI, DISTT. AMRITSAR. 


395 Sardar Sajjan Singh:- Will the hon Minister for Rehabilitation 
be pleased to statet- 


(a) the names of the persons belonging ta village Crara, Tehsil Kasur 
who were allotted lands temporarily at village Daudpura, Tehsil 
Patti, district Amritsar during the year 1947-48; 


(b) the rames of the aforesaid allottees who had put in their claims 
for land during the year 1948 with the Land Claims Officer, East 
Punjab Government, Jullundur; 


(c) the total area of land claimed by each of the aforesaid allottees; 


(d). the total area of land which each one of these allottees owned 
' according to the revenue records received from Pakistan Government; 


(e) (t) Whether any of the aforesaid allottees had put in a claim for 
land in excess of the land owned by him in Pakistan; if so, the 
names of such allottee; 


(ii) the difference in the area of land claimed by him and that 
shown in the revenue records received from Pakistan Government; 


(f) whether the aforesaid allottees referred to in part (e) (į) and (e) (ii) 


will b+ prosecute 1 under Evacuce (Administration of Property) Act 
of 1947 for havirg made a false declaration ? 


The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: 
(a) A list is placed on the table* 
(b) A statement giving the requisite information is placed on the table* 


(f) Under the latest instructions cut has to be applied according to the 
amount of ex iggeration subject to a maximum of 60%. The scale 


is placed on the table. Only those persons are now to be prosecuted 
whose Claims are totally false. 


„nnn o ee 


Dean Bopies Senr BY THe Pouce FoR Pust MORTEM 
EXAMINATION. 


396. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Willthe hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state the number of dead bodies sent by police of each district for post 
mortem examination in each month during the year 1948 and 1949 separately? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: A statement giving the required 
information is placed on the table*. 


*Kept in the Library. 
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AIDED SCHOOLS IN AMRITSAR DISTRIST 
397. Sardar Sajjan Singh : Will the hon. Minister for Education be 
pleased to state:- 


(a) the number and names of Middle and High Schools in the Amrit- 
sar district which received aid from the Government during the 
year 1949-50 ; 


(b) the amount given as grant-in-aid by the Government to each of 
the aforesaid school during this period ? 


The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh: A statement is laid on the table*. 


CONSUMPTION OF OPIUM IN THE STATE 


898. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation 
be pleased to state?- 


(a) the total quantity of opium consumed in each district of the State 
during the year 3916-47, 1948-49 and the Ist 9 months of 1949-50; 


(b) the sale price of the opium per tola fixed by the Govenment in 
each district during the period referred to in part (2) above ? 


The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi : a ee 
(a) A statement is laid on the table*. 


(b) For the financial year 1946-47 the sale price of excise opium was 
fixed at the rate of Rs. 3/7/ per tola. For the financial year 
1948-49 and for the period from the Ist April, 1649, to the 3lst 


December, 1949, however, no fixed sale price was enforced and the 
licensees were at liberty to charge the price they liked. 


me SE eee eee Oe 


AEROPLANES PURCHASED BY THE GOVERNMENT 


399. Sardar Sajjan Singh : Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 


to state;— 


a) the number oi the aeroplanes purchase the overnment tor 

(a) th ber of th pl p ch d by the G fi 
touring purposes ; 

(b) the date of purchase of each of these aeroplanes ; 

(c) total cost borne by the Governmet for the purchase of these 
aeroplanes ; 

(d) the total expenses involved for the maintenance, petrol and the 
pilot upto 31st January, 1950 ; 

(e) the names of the hon. Ministers and other Government officers 


who travelled by air in these aeroplanes up to 31st January 
1950 ; 


(f) the total number of miles travelled by each of the gentlemen 
referred to in part (e) above upto 31st January, 1950 ; 
(g) the Travelling Allowance drawn by each of them up to 3lst 
January 1950 ? 
The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: A statement is laid on the 
table of the House*, 


*Kept in library, 
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Mr. Speaker: The Assembly will now resume discussion o° the Address 
by Governor, 


Shri Prabodh Chardra: (Gurdaspur, General, Rural) Sir, I crave 
the indulgence of the House for speaking in a language which is foreign to 
many ofus With the advent of freedom, I feel that the narrow sentiments 
which existed before, have vanished and I have, therefore, got up to say a 
few werds in the English language. 


(At this stage Mr. Speaker vacated the Chair and it was occupied by Mr. 
Deputy Speaker). 


It can be said about the speech of the ex- Finance Minister who was 
deputed by the Government to move a vote of thanks to His Excellency for his 
Address, that like the proverbial lover he started with a whisper 
and ended with a shriek. It is well nigh impossible to make any head or 
tail of what he said, but whatever little I have been able to make of his speech, 


Sir, has convinced me that is was more a speech ot censure than a speech 
of thanks, 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: On a point of order, Sir, Are personal 
references permitted on the floor of the House ? 


r. Deputy Speaker: No. Personal references are not permitted. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Sir, I was saying that the ex-Minister said 
during the course of his speech that there was no mention of a 
policy about industrialization, no mention of facilities for the induStrialists and 
for the labour and no solution for the refugee preblem and:so on 
and so forth. The speech which was supposed to thank His Excellency has 
simplified matters for me. This much for what he thought of the Address. 


Ncw coming to the Address it elf As I skipped over the pages of the 
Address of His Excellency, a very famous sentence which Disraelie spoke came 
to me. When Prince Consort entered the Parliment, Disraelie who was the 
Prime Minister of England then, said, “I smell a stranger”. When I look 
to the pages of the Address I smell a betrayal, a betrayal that has no parallel, 
a betrayal that has no comparison, a betrayal of the masses who have entrus- 
ted their destinies to our hands We who are never sick of talking in season 
and out of season about their welfare have betraved them. ‘This Address, if 
at all it contains anything, contains promises, It is full of promises- 
promises which are never to be redeemed Sir, this is a blark Address 
and does not invoke any confidence in the masses, 


Then, Sir, I am forced to look at the faces sitting in front of me- faces 
which adorn the Government benches. In these faces when I look for vision. 
It is not there. When I look for brains I am disappcinted When I 
look for imagination I look in vain. If our friends have no vision of their own , 
if our friends have no imagination of their own, why do they not resort to 
any of the three well known methods? I shall analyse them. To steal: 
That requires some courage which they do not possess. To beg. They do 
not beg because they have false notions of dignity. So far as borrowing is 
concerned, I can assure them that weare their friends; they are one of us ; 
they are bones of our bones and flesh of our flesh; they can rely on us and if 
they ask for our veins we will give them our veins as well. But the pity is 
that the Government does not get the maximum advantage of the representa- 
tives of the State Wedded tothe party ard petty affairs, it does not care to 
have the guidance end support of the people who are in a position to give 
them that guidance and support. 
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His Excellency the Governor laid emphasis cn this point in his speech 
that dacoits have been liquidated. There is no doubt that many dacoits 
who were a source of trouble to a few individuals have been liquidated but 
I regret to say that a large number cf social and political dacoits still enjoy. 
the same, perhaps a greater, amount of freedom as they did in the earlier regime 


Now, Sir, I come to the location of the Capital. It has been decided to 
locate the capital at Chandigarh and it is proposed to start with the construc- 
tion of the town. In this connection, I think the Government is depznding 
upon the maxim “Let there be light and there was light”. They think that 
the foriegn expert will wave a magic wand and the capital would come into 
being. I would like to disillusion them that the capit.1 will not come into 
being merely by the waving of a magic wand. There are very many things 
necessary to construct the town and make ita success. The British Govern- 
ment took twenty years to make New Delhi and for that purpose they sought 
the help of Rajas, Maharajas and big jagirdars and it became a success only 
at the time of the beginning of the World War. I fail to understand how our 
Government which has lost the confidence of the people expects that new 
experiment of locating the capital at a far-flung place away from the centre 
of activies will be a success. I appeal to our Government most earnestly that 
it is time that we girded up our loins and that true to our noble professions 
we made an earnest endeavour to serve the masses who have 
entrusted their destinies to us and not a few hangers-on and yes-men who 
enjoy power! (Hear hear.) Sir, I want to impress upon the Government that 
if we fail this time, the coming generations would curse us; pesterity would say 
that their forefathers had eyes but did not see; if they saw, they did not feel ; 
if they felt, they did not realise; if they realised, they did not act and if ever 
they acted, they did sə in the interests of a few henchmen and not for those 
toiling millions who had been displaced as a result of the partition of the 
country. The feeling of a man in the street on the Address of His Excellency 
the Governor is aptly translated in the following verse:- | 


qt ara aa ard + gh @ eg fam chr 3s H? 
THA SHAT st Mera at  Ussat wasa via gros fes 


The powers that be dream beautiful dreams while an average citizen of 
the State is steeped in misery and starvation. His huiger cannot be 
satisfied by the empty words contained in the Address. 


Yesterday a friend of the Government who occupies a seat behind 
the Leader of the House appealed to usin the name of the country to be 
loyal to the Government during this tim: of energency. I am reminded 
of what a poet friend wrote- 


GA qa, Gti tq quay Aa YS ANTS A std gfe usw S aa 
THT AKT gpa A TH ah F H3 À waaè yang â eat Hi I 


As for me, I stand by my country for the love of my motherland. 
If my country needs my hand, I will not hesitate to give my head. At the 
same time I expect the Government to take upon itself the task of serving the 
people in the true sense of the term, The Government should not rest content 
with givi g mere plans which are mostly paper plans but should come up to the 
expectations of the people at large as in this and this only lies the salvation 


of the country. (Hear, hear). 
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Shrimati Dr. Parkash Kaur (Amritsar, Sikh, Women) (Punjabi): Sir, 
the speech delivered by His Excellency the Governor was really of a very high 
order and for that we should feel thankful to him. Ninety per cent of the 
speeches delivered by His Excellency the Governor are prepared by the 
Cabinet But in spite of this fact, his personal views have found spontaneous 


expression here and there in the Address. This thing is evident at page & of 
the Address where it is said:- 


“Corruption is still prevalent; discipline is still not as strict as it should be and there 
is obviously considereble scope for increasing efficiency and reducing delays”. 


Along with this, His Excellency has tried to gloss over these hard facts 
in order to maintain his position He has therefore said that all cannot be 
accomplished at once and it would be done by and by. Butso far as I know 
from my personal contact with His Excellency and Lady Trivedi, both of 
them have great regard for the people of the State and they want to 
imprcve their lot. I have had the privilege of working under the leadership 
of Lady Trivedi in the field of relief work and Red Cross work. I, therefore, 
know that they want to see the State progressing ard they have every 
sympathy with the people. If His Excellency had not been only 
a constitutional head, I am sure his Address would have been materi- 
ally different. His feelings have found spontaneous expression which shows 
how much he feels for the miserable people of our State. Corruption is 
rampant and without bribe even the meanest thing cannot be done. Discip- 
line is hopeless and about delays, the less said the better. Here is a case of the 


uselessness of clothes after the Id. His Excellency dces feel for the poor and 
miserable people but he too is helpless. 


at sate fia eat sreraitat wr weste fre à ad wa arate | 
So in this respect he too is like us; we can only cry but we are h Iples. 


Anyway we are now discussing the Government policy as declared 
in His Excellency’s Address. He has expressed his sympathy for the agricul- 
turist on page six of his Address, taking into consideraticn his importance. 


«He is our base and our foundation; him we must reach and that too most effectively; 
to him we must go constantly; him we must teach, him we must guide, him we must tell 
what to do and whet not to do how to do; and how not to do.” 


These words really :hc w that His Excellency has sympathy for the agri- 
culturist. On the o her hand, if we were to look to the policy of the Govern- 
ment, we find no such thing for the uplift of the rural people. Nothing is 
being done to improve the health and sanitation of the villages. Who does not 
know that in the villages the sanitary conditions are deplorable and mediczl 
facilities are most inadequate ? How can any country, in which people get no 
medical aid for want of hospitals, make any progress? Our Government has 
expressed no intention of cpening any hospitals or dispensaries in the rural 
areas even in future. At present the dispensaries, if there are any in the 
rural areas, have not adequate supplies of medicines, Under these circum- 
stances I am forced to say that nobody here is willing todo anything for the 
uplift of the people, because we know where there js a will there is a way. 
It is very regrettable that rothing is being done for providing medical 
facilities to a section of our people who form 80 per cent of our total population. 
Whenever we say anything we hear the complaints of financial strin; ency and 


Jack ot funcs Isay this is only a lame excuse. Money can be found provi- 
ded the will is there. The lack of doctors can also be made up. Why doesnt” 


the Government make it compulsory for all lady doctors to practise in the 
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rural areas for a period before actually giving th: degrees. In addition to 


“that I think two or three years’ practice in the villages should be made a 


condition precedent to the selection of doctors for Government service. All 
facilities should be provided and public opinion should be created so that 
the doctors may find it attractive to work in the villages. 


Now I wish to let the hon. Members know something about the 
condition of anti-malaria work in our villages. It is surprising that at present 
the anti-malaria Units function in no other districts except Gurgaon and 
Karnal. Does it mean that there is no malaria in other districts? Have 
our villages become so clean overnight that no malaria occurs and so the need 
for anti malaria operations does not arise at all? Here I wish to draw the 
attention of the hon. Members tothe fact thata sum of rupees thirty 
thousand was granted to the Municipal Committee of Amritsar provided the 
Committee.spent an equal sum from its resources on anti-malaréa work. 
If this sim is considered necessary for Amritsar f. e. for the city people who 
constitute 22% of the population, why is no need felt for the rural population 
who live in dirtier conditions ? In my opinion those living in the rural areas 
are neglected. No medical facilities are provided for them. Is there really 
no need for such facilities? I have seen the condition of villages. _ In the 
schools of Patti, I have been informed there are about 83% cases of spleen 
cases. In the villages there are 100% cases of malaria. But inspite of 
all this no medical advice or aid is made available An M. Sc. or Ph. D. cane 
not possibly be of much help in such cases. Services of a doctor should have 
been utilized for the purpose. But I regret to note that no special care is 
being paid towards this important work. 


Sir, the next thing to which I wish to draw the attention of this House 
is rural] educaticn. In this connection I wish to point out that recently there 
has been an increase in crime in our State. What can be the cause of this 
increase ? Most surely it is the lack of proper educational facilities. Corrup- 
tion and crime always increase where there is ignorance. If the mother is 
ignorant the children will grow up in an unwholesome atmosphere, If we give 
proper education to our villagers the crime will decrease and there will be no 
need for keeping sə much Police force. Whenever any demand for the opening 
of schools in villages is put forth we are told that the finances do not allow such 
an action, But from where does the money come when the question is that of 
opening schools and colleg:s in the cities? In Amritsar for example, there 
are many schools and colleges and yet more are being started. What was the 
need for Bhargava College in Simla? It is said that the need for starting this 
college was felt because refugee students were to be provided for. But can refugee 
students afford to come to Simla fcr education and spend three hundred 
rupees a month ? Such excuses cannot justify the wrong policy followed with 
regard to education. What we need is a proper understanding of the position. 
More amounts should be made available for the education of those living in 
rural areas. We have been spending a lot on the cities. But now the time 
has come when our Education Minister should look more to the needs of the 
village people No excuses will stand. The lack of attention towards rural 
needs is evident from the fate of a village school in Amritsar which was opened 
some fifteen years ago. What to say of raising it to the middle standard; even 
recognition to its primary classes has not so far been given. Sir, I wish to draw 
the atteation of our Government to such cases and request that justice 
be done. Lack of proper attention on the part of the authorities is the 
cause of the recent closing down of so many District Board schools. Sir, 
what I wish tosubmit is that the villagers, specially those living in the 
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border districts should be afforded medical, educational and other facilities 
so that their living conditicns may be made attractive. People near the 
border live in a perpetual state of nervousness and danger. Their life can 
only be pleasant if they are provided all amenities of modern life. But the 
matters are just the opposite. Nobody listens to us. Sometime back I wrote a 
letter to the Director of Public Instruction in connection with a girl school at 
Ajnala. It has not even been replied to, If this is the state of affairs, how is 
it possible for us to face the people of our villages? They asks what is the use of 
your being in the Assembly and wasting time and money if no replies are given 
by the authorities concerned Sir, I am forced to bring it to the notice of 
the hon. Members because the people blame us in such matters. 


The next thing to which I must make reference in passing is the con- 
dition of roads in cur rural areas. Transport difficulties present a great 
hindrance in the development of our villages. But I am sorry to note that 
no atcention is being paid to this important matter. For instance a grant 
for the construction of a road from Batala to Fatehgarh in Ajnala Tehsil was 
sanctioned by the United Punjab Government. This item appeared in two 
Budget estimates but then it disappeared from the next year’s Budget. There 
is no reason why such important schemes should be dropped. The condition of 
village Kucha Roads and foot paths is bad and nothing is being done to im- 
prove them What to sav of improvements, these roads are not even properly 
maintained and protected. Some of the farmers are constantly including portions 
of thes- paths in their fields If representations against these practices are made 
the Patwaris somehow or other don’t allow them to reach proper quarters with 
the result that no action is taken against the offenders. Such a state of affairs 
should be put an end to so that the conditions of village transport may im- 
prove, I had to make many more observation on the subject but since the time 
at my disposal is almost over, I would finish my remarks after saying a few 
words more, I find that on the one hand the Government is incurring immense 
expenditure on the construction of new townships but on the other if 
we ask it to make an adequate provision for the improvement of 
roads a d sanitation in rural areas and provide them with the same medical 
and educational facilities as are being Made available to our urban 
brethren, we the receive stereotyped reply that due to financial stringency 
and for want of funcs the rural uplift schemes could not be carried 
out. This is realiy a very sad state of affairs. It is most unfair to deny the 
amenities of Jife to those very people who are the mainstay of the provincial 
exchequer. With these words I close my remarks. 


Master Gurbanta Singh (Jullundur, Genera], Rural, Reservad seat) 
(Punjabi): Sir, I rise to support the resolution moved by my hon. Friend 
Chaudhri Krishna G: pal Dutt. But I would like to draw the attention of the 
House toa very important matter which His Excellency omitted in his 
Address. In this era of freedom a considerable section of the people of Punjab 
comprising 25 per cent of the total population still has the feeling that the 
dawn of independence has not improved their lot. They still consider them- 
selves slaves. These people are Harijans. His Excellency has not said 
a word about their vplift. In other words, the Government have not cared 
to devote any attention to the improvement of the hard lot of the Harijans. 
I would like to mention a few facts to show the miserable plight of these poor 
people. His Excellency during the course of his Address remarked that the 
serious crime in 1949 was substantially less than in 1948. I may point out that 
number of those crimes has dwindled cown, which were committed by the 
dacoit: in pillaging big zamindars and looting rich sahukars :n the villages. 
But so far as molestaticn or murder of pcor people is concerned, it is ever 
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increasing. This number of crimes appears to be less mainly because the 
police refuse to record the F.1.R. lodged by the poor peop!e who are thé victims 
of the rowdy element, It is no exaggeration to say that even now no body in 
the villages can move out after dusk without running the risk of being mole- 
sted or looted by gangsters. When these people go to sleep. they are not 
sure whether they would rise without any untoward incident in the night. 
They are ever apprehensive of a burglary or dacoity. So the crime is on 
the increase and as I have already stated, the numbar appears to be less 
because the reporis of such occurrences are not recorded by the police. 


Then, Sir, Government decided to provide certain educational facilities 
in the form of remission of fees and award of scholarships to the Harijan boys. 
But I can say without any fear of contradiction that no less than 5 per cent 
of schools and colleges, which duly received the circular of the Government 
for the grant of the above mentioned facilities to the Harijan boys, did not care 
to comply with it. They refused to grant any remission of fees to the Harijan 
boys. The Victor High School and Cantonment High Scheol in Jullundur 
are instances tothe point. The Headmaster of the Victor High School, when 
approached to grant remission of fees to the Harijan students, not only de- 
clind to do so but arrogantly asked the Harijans to take away their children 
and get them admitted somewhere else. Similarly in Allawalpur, the school 
authorities refused point blank to grant any remission in fees to the Har- 
ijan students. The Harijans of the place made a demonstiation and threa- 
tened to demolish the school building if the fees of their children were not 
remitted. It was after great difficulty that this concession was extracted 
from the school authorities. 


Besides, when His Excellency the Governor visited Jullundur, I apprised 
him of the fact that in rural areas tax on Harijans had been increased from 
three to twenty rupees and that they were hit hard. I requested His 
Excellency to move in the matter but he did not care to pay any heed to my 
request, as is clear from the Address which contains not a word in this con- 
nection. But what do we find in other spheres? Increase in abiana has 
proved a major headache to the Government because the hon. Members are 
not prepared for this enhancement by fifty per cent. They have opposed 
this move tooth and nail. Since might is right, Government is chary of 
embarking on this question. But what about the poor down-trodden Harijans ? 
They have no voice in the enhanced tax that has been levied on them and 
nobody has cared to move his little finger in condemnation of this increase in 
the tax. Thus 25 per cent of the population suffers silently. 


Then, Sir, the Harijans are being put to great hardship in the matter 
of housing accommodation in rural areas. While those zamindars who are asked 
to shift to other places, demolish the houses occupied by them, and sell away 
the wooden structures, the poor Harijans who happen to occupy such houses not 
only carry out repairs but try to improve their condition. But what happens 
is that notices of ejectment are served on them. This is the height of injustice 
that is being done to them. I would request the Government to look into the 
matter and reddress their grievances, 


Then His Excellency was pleased to remark that a huge amount of money 
had been earmarked for grow more food campaign. I may point out that 
mere appointment of Tehsildars and providing them with jeeps for touring the 
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villages in this connection will prove of no avail. These officers do nothing 
except making merry and enjoying good feasts at the cost of poor zamindars. 
I would request the Government to see that this amount is judiciously spent 
if it desires to achieve tangible results. No heed is being paid by the Govern- 
ment to the miserable «condition of the tenanis who have been doing this job 
even in Pakistan. They know nothing except agriculture by which they can 
eke out their living. Besides crores of rupees are being spent on the construc- 
tion of model towns and industrial sites are being sold to the people, but the 
same have not been made available to the Harijans. I cannot help saying that 
this is not the Govrenment of the common man. It is the Government of the 
capitalists, big zamindars and industrialists. The poor man has no place in it. 


Sardar Bachan Singh : Then why not come and join us ? 


Master Gurbanta S'rgh: I know you very well, If your party comes 
into power, ycu will do things worse than the Congress Government. (Hear, 
hear), Well, Sir, I may scund a note of warning to the Government that 
time not far off when we will also wrest the power frm their hands. 
We will teach a lesson to the big zamindars and industrialists who are now 
very haid pon us. We are getting stronger day by day. 


It will not be out of place to mention here that Government has al- 
ready passed the Social and Religious Disabilities Bill into Law. May I know 
as to how many persons have been punished under the provisions of this Law? 
To me it appears that the Law has not been enforced. It exists only on paper; 
otherwise it is a dead letter, because the Government has failed to enforce the 
provisions of the Law. Poor people are put to much inconveniences. They 
are being oppressed by the capitalist Government. I wish to bring this point 
home to the members of the Cabinet that if they want to continue functioning 
in this State then it is their bounden duty to help the poor and the down- 
trodden and thus improve their hard lot. It seems that they are unmindful 
of the conditions under which poor people in the rural areas are living at 
present. Their condition is deplorable. There are no schools and hospitals 
in the rural areas There are no good roads. It is the intention of the 
Government to increase the revenue of the State by levying water rates and 
by nationalizing motor transport. Day in and day out ways and means are 
being devised to increase the revenue of the State but no efforts whatsoever 
have ever been made to open new schools, hospitals and roads in the rural 
areas. My hon. friend should not be surprised to hear that there are no 
roads in the villages for the movement of bullock carts. People are dissatisfied 
with the atitude of the Government. It will not be out of place to mention 
here that poor schcsol teachers are very hard-hit and nothing substantial has 
so for been done to improve their lot. If timely assistance is got given to them 
I am afraid, they will resort to strike The sameis the case with the police 
constables who are required to spend from their own pocket on their daily 
shave, ironing of their clothes and other things as a result of which they are 
not left with any money to maintain their families. On the other hand we 
find that adequate arrangements are being made in towns in opening and also 
in maintaining schools, hospitals and roads. This is not all People living jn 
towns, who are afforded all sorts of facilities are moving out well dressed, 
wheras people living in rural areas are ill-fed, ill-clad and un-cared for. I 
appeal to the Government which claims to be the well wisher of the ruralites, in 
the name of God and humanity, to rise to the occasion and do something 
substantial to improve their bard lot. Perhaps the Government is unmindful 
of the fact that the majority of the population of this State belongs to the rural 
areas and if their conditions are not improved, they will be dissatisfied with it. 
I am really constrained to remark that it has been instrumental in creating 
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chaos and confusion worse confounded in the rural areas. Perhaps it has 
forgotten that it is the people from the rural areas who are mostly recruited in 
the army and the police. The urbanites stand no comparsion before them in 
this connection. But unfortunately the credit for being so much useful to the 
country in general and our State in particular, which should obviously go ʻo 
the ruralites, is shared by the urbanites instead I am really 
costrained to remark that ruralites in general and the Harisue jin 
particular are being put to u necessary inconveniences. Harijans are 
not looked after well. Forced labour (begar) is being exacted from them 
without any rhyme or reason. Policemen do not hesitate to tease their 
womenfolk, and if any voice is raised in protest before the authorities, they are 
not allowed to have their say. A very inhuman treatment is meted out 
to them whenever any hon. Minister or any high official tours those areas, 
Poor villagers are being misled and exploited. Even the true Congress work— os 
ers have failed to set these things right. Any intervention on the part of the 
M.L.As. is rot tolerated and efforts are being made to bring them into 
disrepute as a result of which they find it well-nigh impossible to do any - 
substantial work. Officials have become haughty and ill-tempered. In 

the end I wish to point out that the address delivered by His Exce- 
llency the Governor does not contain any reference about the Harijans who 

are a great asset to the rural society. They are well versed in the art of 
cultivation. Without them there can be no cultivation. It is therefore but 

meet and preper on the part of Government to chanze its attitude towards 

them under the changed conditions and thus do something substantial for 
them. 


| Chaudhri Lahri Singh (Rohtak North, General, Rural) (Hindustani); 

Sir, I rise to say a few words in regard to the motion now before the House. 

The House is aware of the fact that the majority of the population of our State 

is living in rural areas. In spite of this fact not a single word has been 

mentioned about them ın the Address delivered by His Excellency the Governor. 

It would have been in the fitness of things if some reference was made in the 

Address about the rural masses. After all it was not difficult to refer to certain 

figures regarding the rural population and these could have been made available. 

But I am constrained to remark that no such reference has been made in it. 

In fact sore mention should have been made about the need of primary 

schools in the rural areas. In this connection I wish to point out that if the 

people of rural areas approach the authorities for opening primary schools in 

their villages, they are told that this is not the opportune time to make such ~ 

arrangements. It will not be out of place to mention here that during the 

British regime it was always the policy of the Government to imrove the lot 

of the poor in the towns only. This is not all, Ways and means were 
| devised to improve the trade in the towns while the rural areas were totally 
| ignored. It was and has been the policy of the Congress to afford all sorts 

of facilities to people living in rural areas. Even Mahatma Gandhi and his 

followers have more than once decarled it in clear terms that more and more 

attention should be paid to improve the conditions in the rural areas It will 

not be out of place to mention here that Article 45 of the Constitution lays š 

down that the State shall endeavour to provide within a period of ten years 

from the commencement of this Constitution for free and compulsory educa- 
tion for all children until they complete the age of 14 years. I am really 
l constrained to remark that in spite of this provision in the Constitution our 

Government in general and His Excellency in particular has not referred to 

this point in his Address. May I know if any reference has been made in it 

about any programme for providing education to the ignorant rural masses? 
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No light has been thrown, no reference has been made to this problem in the 
Address. Now we shall be told that Governmet has no funds for improving 
the condition of rural pecple and providing them with amenities of civilized 
life. From the present economic condition of the province, it would be quite 
reasonable to infer that our Government will not have the necessary funds 
for another ten or fifteen years. So it is meaningless to say that we have no 
funds, It is the duty of the Government to find ways and means of raising 
funds. Whether this can be done by levying taxes on the urban population 
or by some other method, educational and other facilities have to be provided 
to the ruralites. I am really surprised to find that on the one hand the 
Government complains of lack of funds and on the other hand squanders 
money like anything. Let me give a few instances of this extravagance. It 
would open another high school at a place where already six schools are 
furctioning. At another place which has two private colleges, the third 
will be run by the Government. In Simla, one college was already 
there; now another bas been opened Why are not all these unnecessary 
institutions closed and the saving effected thereby utilized for affording 
education to the children of rural people, people who form the bulk 
of the armed forces, who produce food for the whole country, whose contri- 
bution to the revenues to the maximum and who supply realy all the labour 
for industrial and other undertakings ? The Unionist Goverrment was truly 
a Government of the zamindars. Alas, its like will never be seen again. Things 
have come to such a pass that people have started calling us Jats of Lala brand. 
When we do not allow the poor and backward sections even ordinaty 
opportunities and amenities of civilized existence, why should we complain 
that they are misled by the lure of communism. What have we done for them 
that they should remain aluof? If they demand anything, they are put 
behind the prisen bars. I must warn the Government that it will not be possible 
to befool them for all time to come, „They were misled and hoodwinked in 
Russia and China for some time but ultimately they overthrew the Govern- 
ments responsible for denyiug them their rights. You cannot checkmate the 
spread of communism by sweet words and promises. Something substantial 
and tangible must be done to satisfy them. But so far, I see no indication, that 
our Government is alive to the urgency of this problem of the upliftment of 
the rural people. Somtime back, propably in the last session, a resolution was 
brought before this House, recominending to the Government the principle 
of reservation of 75% ofthe posts for rural people, but the excuse of the Cons- 
titution forbidding discrimination, was put forward and the matter was 
dropped. I am surprised that on the one hand, educational facilities are not 
afforded to the rural people and on the other hand, they are asked to sit in 
competition with urban people, if they are desirous of Government employ- 
ment. How can the people who have had no opportunity to get higher 
education be expected to fare well in competitions for Government jobs? 


About the condition of country-side, so far as the means of transport 
are concerened, the less said the better. How can the hon. Ministers know the 
true condition of rural areas in the rainy season, when they do not tour those 
ilaqas except in winter months, and that too in motor cars? For a consider- 
able part of the year, the ‘kacha’ roads and paths unitir. g the villages one to 
another, are in such a hopeless condition that even bullock carts cannot ply 
on them. So, for six mouths in a year, the poor zamindar remains cut off 
from all contact with the world, marooned in his small village. The zamindars 
don’t ask the Government to construct tarred roads for them but only such roads 
as would be fit’ for traffic all the year round. There was no indication in the 
Address if the Government had any such plan under consideration, not to 
speak of any blue-print being prepared. (Interruptton). How can then 
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the Zamindars carry their produce to the markets? Those who 
are laughing will see for themselves that this country will go the way 
China has gone, Our Government is proving itself worse than the old Chinese 
Nationalist Government. Then there is the question of dispensaries and 
hospitals in rural areas This Government has done nothing to make arrange- 
ments for providing medical aid to the villagers, who are being neglected in 
every respect. A few dispensaries were opened during the Unionist regime 
but now there is neither any stock of medicine nor are there any instruments in 
them. Even pen and paper are not to be found in them, and the Government is 
thinking of increasing the rate of ‘abiana’ when it is not prepared to provide 
the rural folk even the ordinary amenities of life. Already they are contribu- 
ting so much to the Government offers and nothing is being spent on their 
welfare How long can this state of affairs continue? How long can you <x 
expect a villager to walk 15 miles to get medical aid for his ailing children ? 
How long can he see his near and dear ones dying of malaria for want of — 
proper medical aid ? 


Then there is the burning problem of the day, tenants vcrsus landlords, 
about which not a single word has been said in the Address, Notices of eject- 
ment have been served on so many tenants, big and small, that a very grave 
problem has arisen for the State. At the party meeting held on the 25th 
February, 1959, it was decided to take some steps to afforo relief to 
the tenants but nothing has so far been done in this connection. 
As our Prime Minister, Pandit Nehru, has so often said, even such smal} 
things are fraught with grave possibilities. Weshould not forget the lessons 
of China. A revolution is in the offing. Don’c deprive the tiller of land 
of his means of livelihood. If every landlord begins the use of tractors and 
agriculture is mechanized, where will the landless peasants go ? We urge the 
Government to find some satisfactory solution of this problem as early as possi- 
ble. If it is really earnest about its ‘Grow More Food’ campaign, it is 
imperative that possession of evacuee land should be given over to the allottees 
as soon as possible. They are still assailed by doubts and a sense of uncertain- 
ty. They should be assured that by such and such date, the possession of 
land shali definitely be given over to them. If the ejectments of tenants 
continue, how will the Government be able to export rice, about which it 
has made an announcement ? 


Now I would say something in regard to Harijans. Hon. . 
Members would recollect that about 2 years ago a resolution was passed in this 
House tnat the Harijan tenants may be made the proprietors of the land 
occupied by them. But the recommendation of the House has been put o 
in the cold storage and no action has been taken by the Government to 
implement it. In every village the piece of land adjoining the houses of 
Harijans which was used as playground by their children has been allotted 
and the pcor Hartjans have been put to a great difficulty. Such matters have 
been brought to the notice of hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad but he has 
tailed to give enthusiastic support to the Harijans. Fhe Government does s 
not appear to be taking keen interest in the welfare of this backward class 
of people. But it takes shelter behind the plea that the Punjab is a deficit aac 
province. If the Government continues to pursue an indifferent policy l 
towards the Warijans, I think it will not get any financial aid from the 
Central Government in future. In these circumstances I would suggest 
that if we are not able to run the province for the benefit of the people, the 
Government should ask the Central Government for the merger of 
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Meerut Divison from U.P. with the Punjab. If it is not possible, the 
Punjab should merge with Pepsu. Moreoever, the appointment of 
three Financial Commissioners in a province comprising of twelve 
districts is a clear proof of the fact that there is top-heavy expenditure on the 
administration of this State. The present level of top-heavy adminis- 
tration leaves little scope for all round achievement in the province. 
In the past people had pinned great hopes on the Congress Government 
but they have now realised that this Government has proved tobe a 
Lala (Banta) Government. I call ita Lala Government as it has given 
no relief to the lower middle class. 


Captain Ranjit Singh: Ona point oforder, Sir. The hon. Member 
is not justified in making such remarks. 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh: I must appreciate the sense of self respect of 
my hon, Friend but I have said so, so that my hon. Friend may exert 
pressure upon the Government to do something for the betterment of 
the lower class of people. Wiih these words, Sir, I resume my seat. 


Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma (Kangra West, General, Rural) (Hindus- 
fant): Sir, before I make a speech I would like to withdraw my amendment 
and support the motion made by my hon. Friend Chaudhri Krishana 
Gopal Dutt. I have had the opportunity of listening to the speeches of 
hon. Members yesterday on the motion. It is somewhat curious to find 
that some of my Friends who were in the Cabinet some-time back have also 
thought fit to level criticism on this motion. They have not perbaps realised 

that they also share the responsibility for the inadequacy of the past, if 
4 p.m. any. ‘The Governor’s Address contained all Government and official 

activities covering a period of two and half years. So they cannot 
conscientiously absolve themselves of the responsibility which they shouldered 
sometime back. They should have supported the motion and should have come 
forward with the plea that any weaknesses which are visible in the administra- 
tion are due to all vicissitudes through which this province had to pass. They’ 
should have frankly confessed that the province could not make the desired 
progress in all spheres and this lack of achievement is due to insurmountable 
difficulties wich the province had to face in the initial stages. But [ am sorry 
to say that they have conveniently forgotten and purposely hilden the condi 
tions in which the Government had to work. ‘They have also conveniently- 
ignored that the newly-formed Governinent had to cope with problems that 
were many and tough There were not a few hurdles to overcome. Instead 
of saying so they have indulged in a great deal of criticism which in these 
circumstances, | would call self-criticism It goes without saying that the 
Government has tried its best to work for the common weal though against 
heavy odds. I would frankly say that party strifes were in fact the stumbling 
block in our progress to which pointed reference has been made in the 
Address of His Excellency the Governor. He says: 


Members of the Assembly, 1 venture with your permission to end on a personal 
note. Our State is new, having come into being only two and a half years ago. 
Though we have achieved stability and made considerable progress, many difficult prob« 
lems, some of which I have mentioned in my Address, still confront us. We may also have 
to face dangers, whether arising within or outside our State. It is, therefore, incumbent 
on all of us to be more vigilant and work harder than before, and also to maintain comp- 
lete unity and perfect discipline. ln this matter a heavy responsibility rests particularly 
on you my friends, the representatives of the people of our State. Let not pettiness or 
senseless strife or quarrels mar our activities Let the highest seuse of public duty 
permeate and guide all our actions, and let us all devote ourselves unitedly and wholes 
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-heartedly to the srovice of our State, specially bowing in mind the fundamental impor- 
tance of promoting the welfare and happiness of the common citizen. It is for the 
comm)” citizen that the Father of the nation lived and laboured and it is for this that. 
he led us to freedom. i 


Now that the Republic of India has come into existence and 
a new chapter in our country’s life has begun, we should forget all 
differences and devote ourselves to work for the good of the province. 
It was only three days ago that we took an oath of faithfulness to the 
new Constitution and said that we would make all possible a'tempts to work is. 
I know that the plight of the poor is very miserable in this province but it 
ean Certainly be improved if we put into effect the direteive principles which 
have been provided in.the Constitution. If we have recourse to chapter IV we 
can reconstruct our province and the society in such a way that every indivi- | 
dual gets an equal opportunity with others. We can bring about such condi- | 


Loo 


tions under which every citizen of our State gets suitable work to do and grow ‘es 
to his natural stature, Sir, you belong to District: Kangra and are fully aware of = 
the facts prevailing at that place. You know that this district is mainly inbabited 

by small zamindars and the yield from their lands is very smal, No big or - 


even small industries have so far been set up there. No suitable arrangements 

exist for medical aid and education, transport and public health etc. But I 

make bold to say that all these troubles which our people are facing at | 

present can be overcome if we bring into operation the directive principles | 
| of our new Constitution. As remarked by His Excellency the Governor, we | 

should bid good-bye to our personal differences and work for the collective | 

good of the State. If we do that we will be able to create such conditions and 

such social order in which every starving man will get his square meals and | 

every naked .person sufficient clothes to cover himself Before I finish my | 

speech I would again say that we should make honest effcits to put into | 

practice the oath we have taken so that in the next session we will be ina : 

position to say that we have accomplished something for our people, 


Minister for Local Self-Government and Labour (The hon.Shri Prithvi Singh 
Azad) (Hindustani): Sir, some of the hon. Members have taken part in the 
discussion on the Governer’s Address with a view to place before the Govern- | 
ment some constructive suggestions, but some hon. Friends have thought fit to | 
criticise only for the sake of criticizing it. One of my hon. Friends who deliver- 
-ed his speech in high flown English did not bring forward any sold argument, 
No doubt he tried to humour the House by reading a poem composed by some- 
body other than himself. In my opinion that poem was mcomplete and if tae 
hon. Member were in the House I would have helped himin completing it by 
providing him the concluling lines. That would have served his object. The 
lines are as follows : 


iama 
Mand ga azar N È g ae A faa seas gatis aa aan ad 
TH JA au fina È IR BA AT AMA FA? IR A ae UR ae 
fe ad n3 seg N fea sa atfus wa del endl a wens egard aul . 
SH yag Hat faas à fea arh Hat HSH CHS Sar oy Wd naaa sd? 

aly 


Sir, we are ‘grateful to those of | our ton. Friends who have 
pointed out the actual drawbacks of the Government and have offered 
consrutctive criticism while speaking on the Governor’s Address. Today 
as well as yesterday great stress was laid by the critics on two or three 


Origi] with; 
PunjafgVidhan Sabha 
Digitiffed by; 


PanjalMDigital Library 


Punfab Vidhan Sabha 
Digftized by; 


DISCUSSION ON GOVERNOR'S ADDRESS (3) 33 


points, The strongest of the critics in my opinion was my hon. Friend Sardar 
Bachan Singh who complained in very forceful words. He said that the 
Governor of the Punjab had omitted in his Address to make any mention of 
labourers and farmers who form an overwhelming majority of the population 
of our State. According to him a definite and clear cut policy should have 
been laid down in this behalf in the Address. But Sir, through you I wish to 
invite his attention and the attention of the House to page 6 of the Address 
where the Governor says as follows regarding the farmer :— 


The key to this is our farmer. He is our base and our foundation; him we must 
reach, and that too most effectively; to him we must go constantly;him we must teach, 
him we must guide ; him we must tell what to do and what not to do, how to do and 
how not todo. Slogans here will not help ; mere words will not be of any avail; 
our advice to him must be such as he can adopt on his land with his resources, 
supplemented by aid fiom us. My Government is, therefore, always thinking of 
every possible avenue of reaching him and enlisting his whole-hearted co-operation 
in this vital and urgent task. 


This para that I have just quoted contains the whole policy of the Govern- 
ment regarding the farmer or the ruralite and in my opinion will go a long way 
in giving him hope and inspiration. His future appears to be secure. 


Another point which was put forward was about the labourers. It was 
said that the Address was conspicuously silent about the facilities which should 
be given to them by way of increased wages, holidays etc. I admit that it is so. 
But it is so on purpose. The policy in this connection has not to be evolved by 
the Government of this State. The State has got to take its cue from the Centre 
and I can assure the House that my Government will try its utmost to follow 
the same policy and principles which are adopted by the Central Government. 


If certain laws and rules are not enforced, it is not due to the fact that 
the Government does not wish to improve the lot of the labourers. On the 
other hand the Government thinks that if these laws are rigidly enforced no 
new industry would be set up and those which already exist would not be 
able to make any progress for the next ten years. It was very likely that some 
of the existing industries might be completely ruined. When the economic 
and political conditions in the State are such that the industry is placed ona 
sound and firm footing, it would be possible to enforce these laws. At a stage 
when industries have still to be set up, it would be ruinous to enforce these 
enactments. For these reasons, it had always been the effort of the Govern- 
ment that if any dispute arose between the mill-owners and the labourers, it 
should be settled by mutual compromise and they should be brought closer to 
each other. In this manner the industrial progress is not hamperéd and the 
condition of labourers is also improved. This Government is completely follow- 
ing the policy of the Central Government in respect of labour. For these 
reasons, I don’t think, it was essential that the matter should have been referred 
to in the Governor’s Address. 


While expressing his views one of the hon. Members remarked that 
though almost every other matter had been mentioned in the Address, there was 
no reference about the condition of Harijans. For his information, I wish to 
submit, Sir, that ordinarily only those things are referred to in the Governor’s 
Address, about which the Government proposes to take steps in the following 
period, or which might be of special importance. Repetition of what the 
Government had already been doing would not be of any use. It is not correct 
to think that because no mention has been made in the Governor’s Address, the 
Government did not wish to do anything for the Harijans or was unconcerned 
about them. 
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One of my hon. Friends said that the Harijans regarded themselves as 
slaves in this State. I beg to differ on this point. There was a time when the 
condition of Harijans in the Punjab was such that one was ashamed of 
mentioning it. I wish to point out, Sir, that on account of the laws enacted 
by this Government, or by the Central Government, untouchability cannot 
exist in its old form. There is no doubt that due to misunderstanding on the 
part of some persons, Harijans were still suffering some disabilities in the 
villages. Due to the orthodox views of some zamindars of the old school of 
thought, untouchability still existed in certain forms but this was also fast dis- 
appearing. Its existence was mainly due to the fact that by propagating 
certain views, some persons were trying to keep the Harijans and zamindars 
away from each other. They were interested in spreading views as may keep 
their relations estranged. Where these things do not exist, the conditions are 
quite different. Take the case of Ambala Division. There the Harijans as 
well as zamindars are anxious to come nearer to each other. Disputes arise in 
those cases only, where some persons with political motives try to create rift 
between them. I wish particularly to tell those who think that the Govern- 
ment has not paid proper attention to this matter that the present state of 
affairs is due to the efforts of those who desire to create and maintain cleavage 
between the Harijans and the zamindars. It is the duty of those residing in 
villages to do their best to bring these people nearer each other. If this is done 
there would be no necessity of laws. 


(At this stage Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair) 


Then, Sir, it had been said that after passing the Removal of Disabilities 
Act, the Government was not taking action under its provisions. It had also 
been complained that the Harijans were not treated well and were regarded as 
a lower class of people. If such instances were brought to the notice of the 
Government, cases could be instituted against the persons concerned. There 
had been two or three cases where punishment had to be awarded. In the 
remaining cases compromises were effected, so that the parties might be 
brought nearer each other. For certain reasons some cases could not succeed. 
I believe that restrictions of this kind, which had their roots in the past, could 
not be removed by taking resort to courts of law. We have made an 
experiment of settling disputes through Panchayats also. If it is desired to 
remove untouchability, our aim should not be to obtain the maximum punish- 
ments but on the contrary those living in the villages should try to bring the 
Harijans and zamindars closer to each other. They should be enabled to live 
like fellow brethren. 


Then, Sir, it has been complained that the levy of professional tax meant 
great hardship. This curse is the outcome of the mentality of people with 
old ideas. When such persons go out to make assessment, they take revenge from 
those who refuse to do forced labour for them and have begun to regard them- 
selves as their equals. It is regrettable that in the matter of imposing Profession- 
al Tax, Harijans are not treated fairly and justly. The Government is 
considcring ways and means of removing this hardship. We have enquired 
from the members of District Boards, as to how these people can be saved from 
the hardships caused by levy of Professional Tax. 


Sometime back the Government considered a proposal for the abolition 
of these professional taxes. But there is another side of the picture. We 
should not take any step which might reduce the income of the District Boards 
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ficent work they are at present doing. Whereas we have to save our Harijan 
brethren from the excessive burden of taxes we have also to see that the income 
of the District Boards is not very adversely affected. I would, therefore, like 
to submit that the Government would find out some way, in conformity with 
the requirements of the situation, to relieve the people who are unable to pay 
heavy taxes. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: When would that be done ? 
Minister For Local Selt Government and Labour : In the near future. 


Pandit Shiri Ram Sharma: On a point of order, Sir I want to know 
whether, there is no time limit for the hon. Ministers. 
An peaker 


I will ask the hon. Minister to wind up. 


Minister For Loew .seif Government and Labour: It was pointed out 
yesterday by Sardar Swaran Singh that the electricity produced in our State is 
being passed on to Pakistan when we have ourselves pressing need of it. I 
am sorry to say that the hon. Member who has raised this objection, has been 
Minister incharge of electricity for pretty long and as such should have known 
why we are giving electricity to Pakistan. I would, however, clarify the position. 


Mr. Speaker: I think the hon. Minister would now wind up. Only one 
Minister who is to reply to the whole discussion wil get one hour. 


Minister For Local Self Government and Labour: Sir, if you think 
that I have taken more time, I will leave this matter to the hon. Chief Minister 
and I resume my seat. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh (Ludhiana and Ferozepore; General, Rural) 
(Hindustani) Sir, we are discussing the Resolution of thanks to his Excellen- 
cy for delivering this Address. His Excellency has admitted that corruption 
is still prevalent. People outside this House, who come in contact with Govern- 
ment officials know that corruption is not only prevalent but is rampant 
every where. People have been enquiring from me the causes of this wide- 
spread corruption in services. I, sometimes, thought of some corrupt officers ` 
and sometimes of a certain Minister to be the cause of this corruption. But 
it is only now that I have known the real cause. It is this that the Government 
has controlled corruption just like other commodities such as iron, sugar etc. 
Now it is our experience that the prices of commodities which are controlled 
goup. That is why cases against responsible officers are not registered. 
The Government, I think, issues permits for the registration of cases against 
corrupt officers. 


Secondly, no promise has been held out in the Address for the separation 
of judiciary from the executive. In other provinces the Governments have 
taken very strong measures for this purpose. We see that the judiciary in our 
State is not allowed to function independently. Corruption and favouritism 
cannot be abolished unless judiciary is freed from the influence of the executive. 
In U. P. this is being done and Madras as well as Bombay is also doing 
much in this direction. “If our Government is earnest about putting an end to 
corruption and favouritism it should take early steps to separate judiciary 
from the executive. 


Thirdly, I want to say a few words megane prohibition. Madras 
Government has introduced complete prohibition even though their income 
from this source was about six crores of rupees. Governments of Bombay and 
U. P. have also taken steps for this purpose. But the Congress Government 
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in our State has introduced prohibition only in one district, namely, Rohtak 
District. It assured us, however, that every year one more District would be 
brought under prohibition. But I am sorry to say that there is no mention 
of this promise in the Address. The income of our Government from land 
revenue is about rupees one crore and 32 lakhs while the income from liquor 
is about rupees three crores. This inceme cannot be called fair or moral. Sir, 
in all earnestness I wish to submit that the steps taken by the Government 
are quite inadequate. The Government lives on the revenues from drinks 
and it does not wish to enforce prohibition at all and a Government which 
depends on immoral income from drinks like a ‘‘Kalal’’ has no right to exist. 


bition policy of the Congress ! 


| 
| 
Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: Bvt your party is against the prohi- 
| Mehta Ranbir Singh: I know better. Only the other day Members e” 
| including Ministers tcck the cath under the rew Censtituticn. They have 
sworn to abide by the spirit and the letter of the Articles contained therein. = 
| Article 19 lays down that “all the citizens shall have the right of freedom 
| of speech and expression.” But can our Government say that it tries to put 
this into practice ? Do they follow the spirit contained in the Article; or is it 
merely a pious wish to be confined to a piece of paper only? It is a sacred 
Constitution of the country and not a constitution of a political party which 
on paper demands its office bearers to put on Khadi, abstain from taking drinks, 
hate communalism and work for the interest of peasants and labourers bat in 
actual practice they may act to the contrary and still remain their prominent 
leaders. This-cannot be tolerated in the case of violation of the provisions 
of the Constitution of India. Can we entertain a hope that those responsible 
for bringing into being the present Constitution will also see that it is followed 
‘in principle and essence? As a matter of fact no freedom of speech or’ 
expression is tolerated in our State. All criticism of the Government is 
dubbed as objectionable and against law. In sucha state of affairs the liberty 
promised by the Articles of the constitution is denied in actual practice. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: Does your party support the present 
Constitution ? 


Mr. Speaker: No interruptions please. 


| Mehta Ranbir Singh: Sir, the House is aware of the circumstances lead- 

ing to the arrest of Mr. Jawahar Lal Kapur, Advocate of Ambala. My Friend 
Sardar Sajjan Singh laid them before the honourable Members the other day. 
The decision of the Government to build the capital at Chandigarh was the 
subject of criticism. I don’t think any law was broken or any form of violence 
was resorted to. There was no such intention from any quarter. It was simply 
a question of free expression of opinions. Those who sincerely feel that the 
decision of the Government to build its capital near Chandigarh is not in the 
interest of the people of the State, have every right to resort to costitutional 
methods to get this decision changed. If our Government cannot see its way 
to tolerate even such criticism, then it actually amounts to a denial of the 
fundamental rights guaranteed by the very Constitution to which Ministers have 
taken an of ath. Sir, in this connection I wish to relate my personal experience 
also. A letter which I wrote for publication was stopped by the Police in ~ 
Ludhiana. For the information of the House I would like to state that. the 
contents of the letter were in no way an instigation to violence nor were they 
of an illegal character. It contained a political subject pure and simple and 
I don’t think our Government was within its rights to stop its publication. Had 
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it been otherwise, the Government could have arrested me or taken action on 
the subject matter. But it was an innocent letter and J wish to read it out 
before the House so that honourable Members may know for themselves what 
it contained. ([nterruption). Well, Sir, I was submitting that if the letter 
I had written transgressed the limits of Law, I should have been hauled up 
for that. The position is that the printing press accepted it for 
printing purposes but undue pressure was brought to bear upon the owner 
of the press by the police not to print it. That is what I deprecate and that 
is why I want to bring it to the notice of the House. Later on I got that 
letter printed in a press at Delhi. 


Mr. Speaker: I am not going to allow him to read the letter. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : When I am prepared to take the fullest responsi- 
bility for the contents of the letter and face the cons2yuences arising out of it, 
>- te why should obstacles be put by the police in the printing of this letter? 


we Mr. Speaker: I have asked the hon. Member not to refer to it. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Very well, Sir, one thing more and I have finished. 
Sometime ago a newspaper of Jullundur, namely, the Prabhat wanted to publish 
a letter by Shri Jawahar Lal Nehru which contained some words and hon. 
Chief Minister knows what he himself had said, on the floor 
of the House that in steel scandal cases the police used third degree. 
methods. Is it a fact or not that the Chief Minister used these words? But 
what happened, Sir? Undue influence from. the police was used to stop the 
publication of that letter because it adversely affected the reputation of a 
certain individual. May I ask whether it is lawful to use such tactics and 
strangle the freedom of expresion of views? Thecontents of that letter are 
fully known to the hon. Chief Minister as he received that letter and he knows 
well that there was nothing obnoxious in it. I am constrained to remark that 
the actions of our Government belie their professions. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: On a point of order, Sir. Can he inflict 
this letter on the House ? 


r. Speaker: I do not know what the contents of the letter are. The 
hon. Member is discussing the point that there is no freedom of speech and 
expression. This point is mentioned in part (a) of his amendment. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: Sir, I want your ruling on the point 
whether an hon. Member can read a document which is not a Government 
‘ document and which does not concern the debate going on in the House ? 


Mr Speaker: The hon. Member is supporting his point that there is no 
as freedom of speech and expression in the State. I have not seen the letter and 
i would like to have a copy of it ? 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Sir, this is a printed letter and I can give you a 
copy. 
Mr. Speaker: This is a long letter. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Sir, this may be taken as read. 


Mr. Speaker: I find that this letter contains references to many hon 


Members and Ministers, not only to Ministers of the State but there is some 
thing about the High Command also. And there is reference not only to the 
High Command but to _ persons in high authority. I also find that 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 

Pang Dig 


Origi 
Punja 
Digiti 


Panja 


1 
with; 


33 (3) PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [Sth march, 1950 


LMr. Speaker] 


somthing has been said about the views of Mahatma Gandhi. In these circum- 
stances, I feel that the hon. Member should not press for the reading of this 
letter on the floor of the House. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : I take full responsibility for whatever is written 
in this letter. In my view there is nothing in this letter which is against the 
law and if, Government thinks the letter contains something which is against 
the law of the land they should arrest me and proceed against me. Asa 
citizen of the Republic of India, of which this State of Punjab is a part, I 
wrote this letter which was not allowed to be published. The Constitution 
provides the right of freedom of speech and expression but this Government does 
not allow that in the State of the Punjab. Under this fundamental right of 
the Constitution of the Republic of India, I wrote this letter and I maintain 
I had every right to get it published in the press but the Government used 
unconstitutional methods and did not allow the letter to be published. This 
is the point that I want to discuss. By reading the letter to the House | want 
to show that there is nothing in it which offends any law. 


Mr. Speaker : I know the hon. Member wants to point out that a letter 
has not been allowed to be published by the Government. In the letter I find 
that there are reflections against personsin high authority. This is not 
allowed by our Rules of Procedure and I would refer the hon. Member to 


- Rule 78. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Sir, if you carefully read the letter you will find 
that I have said nothing against any one and if there is anything | take full 
responsibility for it. 


Mr. Speaker: You can discuss the conduct of a person in high autho- 
rity only on a substantive motion. I findin this letter that there are many 
objectionable statements and I do not allow the hon. Member to read it on 
the floor of the House. l 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Sir, I want to know whether a Minister or a 
person in high authority can be criticised in any capacity ? 


Mr. Speaker: You can bring in a substantive motion to discuss the 
conduct of a Minister or a person in high authority. 


Pandit Sari Ram Siarma: Then, Sir, does it mean that no work of a 
Minister can be discussed without a substantive motion ? 


Chief Minister: Oa a point of order, Sir. The «uling given by you 
should not be discussed by any hon. Member. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Nobody is discussing the ruling of the 


hon. Speaker : 


Shri Prabodh Chandra : Ona point of personal explanation, Sir. I am 
told that in my absence one of the hon. Ministers Shri Prithvi Singh Azad 
referred to me and said something about an iron or steel mill that I have got. 
He further said that was the aim of my life which has been achieved. Sir, in 
this connection I have not to say much and do not want to stoop so low as 
the hon. Minister has done, but I wonder how a person who himself is living 
in a glass house can dare fling stones on others. 


Mr. Speaker: Do you deny what the hon. Minister has said ? 
Shri Prabodh Chandra: Yes, I challenge him. 
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Shri Behari Lal Chanana : (Ex-Member West Punjab Assembly represent- 
ing South East Multan Division, General, Rural) (Hindustani): Sir, when 
we came over to this side of the border after partition of the country, we 
found that the economy of the East Punjab was weak and shattered and that 
agriculturaly or industrialy it was not so well developed as the West Punjab. 
As a matter of fact, the wealth of the West Punjab far exceeded that of the 
East Punjab. That is why perhaps the problem of rehabilitation of refugees has 
been a cause of serious headache to our Government. I, however, pondered 
over the situation to find out the secret of the success of the Englishman in 
governing this country from a distance of 7000 miles. The British Govern- 
ment could not afford to keep a large army to keep India under its thumb. Then 
how it managed to rule over this sub-continent for so long atime ? It was 
the policy of ‘divide and rule’ which was responsible for his success. The 
Britisher introduced the virus of division of communities in every branch of 
administration as well as sphere of life. When he found that schism created 
by him on the basis of communalism had reached its saturating point, he tried 
to create class distinctions and gave it a statutory shape by enactments. He 
passed discriminatory laws with a view to divide the people on economic 
basis also. Then the sacrifices of the Congress came to fruition and the 
foreign rule’ ended in August, 1947. Afterwards the Constituent Assembly 
prepared a Constitution which was only recently adopted and enforced in the 
country. We took our oath of allegiance under it the other day. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: On a point of order, Sir. Two of the 
hon. Members on the front benches are reading the letter which you have not 
allowed to be read on the floor of the House. I want vour ruling on the 
point whether this is in order ? ` 


Shri Behari Lal Chanana: Then, Sir, the result of that discriminatory 
legislation was that the development of the Punjab was lop-sided. While the 
West Punjab received every help from the Government for its development, 
the interests of the East Punjab were sacrificed due to the machinations of 
the vested interests. I would request my brethren that since the Constitution 
no longer recognises such vested interests and promises to administer even- 
handed justice to all the citizens they should see that such elements as were 
responsible for the weak economy of the East Punjab are not ‘allowed to have 
another lease of life. 


I would draw the attention of the House to a few Articles of the 
Constitution of India. Article 15 (a) on fundamental rights of citizens, 
lays down :— : 


The State shall not dirimit: azamet any citizen on grounds only of religion, 
race, caste, sex, place of birth or any of them. 


In the Chapter of Rights to Freedom Article i9 (f) itis laid down 
inter alia :— 


All citizens shall have the right to acquire, hold and dispose of property. 


The provisions cited by me speak volumes and I wish to impress upon the 
hon. Members to see that all those evils which had cropped up as a result of 
discriminatory laws should be eradicated as soon as possible. I need not say 
that on the basis of those discriminatory laws a certain class of people had 
acquired huge properties which had to be abandoned due to partition. I hope 
the hon. Members would. see to the reasonableness of the provisions made in 
the Constitution of India and extend their wholehearted support, and respect, 
so that distinction between man and man, class and class, that has wrongly 
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subsisted ur the past is totally removed and social equality prevails amongst 
all the citizens. | 


5 P. M.) There are certain Acts in which some amendments have to 
be made under the present changed conditions. There are still other Acts 
which need to be repealed. Let us take the Land Alienation Act. At this 
stage I do not want to enter into any details so far as the Act is concerned. 
| In fact I had given notice of an amendment but I do not intend to move it 
now. 


Titi Spəaker: The hon. Member will have an opportunity to discuss 
that point to-morrow. 


Shri Behari Lal Chanana : I would like to request my hon. Friends to 7 
ask the Government to examine the Land Alienation Act and thus pee 
l repeal it. In fact it is not my intention that Government should take such 
| a step without any rhyme or reason. Let us retain those Acts without which 
we cannot do and which are quite in keeping with the changed conditions. 
On the other hand, there are certain old Laws which have become obsolete 
and which have also been instrumental in creating invidious distinctions 
between man and man. In fact the provisions of such Acts have become so 
obsolete that those are no longer required to be placed on the Statute Book. 
At the same time we should not hesitate to place such Bills on the Statute 
Book which are really instrumental in improving the conditions of the general 
public. So far as the Land Alienation Act is concerned, I have no hesi- 
tation in saving that in spite of the differences of some people on this issue 
we should go ahead to repeal it or effect necessary changes in it for the benefit 
of every class... | 


Further, I wish to point out whenever discussion is raised on any 
point on the floor of the House my refugee friends discuss it from a different. 
point of view and upto a certain limit they are quite justified in demanding 
more and more for the rehabilitation of our refugee brethren. In fact 
maximum help should be given to them as they are hard hit. But in my 
| opinion instead of rehabilitating only the refugees it would have been 
in the fitness of things if the whole State were rehabilitated. 

It is notthe refugees alone but the entire population of the State 

which have sufferred due to partition. The economy of the whole 

| State has ben displaced and shattered. It is, therefore in the fitness 
| of things that adequate steps should be taken to properiy rehabilitate the whole 
State. It is not possible and also reasonable to re-establisn the shattered 
economy of the State bv rehabilitating the refugees only. If we think broadly 
we will find that the object of rehabilitating our refugze brethren will be achiev- 
ed by rehabilitating the entire population. If the conditions of the State asa 
whole are improved, I am sure, both urbanites and ruralites who constitute the 
State would be benefitted equally toa great extent. Let us make all our 
efforts to put an end to these invidious distinctions between urban or rural 
classes Let us chalk out a program ne for the rehabilitation of the State, as 
a whole. Let us divert our full attention towards all the spheres of trade, 
commerce and agriculture. pa 


His Excellency the Governor has in the course of his Address which he 
delivered yesterday paid tribute to the Government for its achievements and 
services rendered to the people of the State. In my opinion it is futile to think. 

a on of the past achievements, We wilf not be able to derive benefit from these 
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us and rise above petty squabbles in view of the needs of the changed times 
and the pressing needs of our State. It will not be out of place to mention 
here that the British had created dissensions amongst us with a view to grinding 
their own axe. Times have changed now and we must know as to where we 
stand. If we do not forget the past, I am sure, conditions will become still 
worse and if at present only some of us are refugees from Pakistan, time will not 
be far off when all of us would be worse than refugees. There are very few such 
unfortunate persons who fail to understand the gravity of the situation. They 
do not realise that the betterment of ruralites is dependent upon the urbanites 
and vire-versa, In my opinion petty and narrowminded people are the worst 
type of criminals of the society. It is they who create obstacles in the path of 
our progress. It is they who appeal to the sentiments of people and thus 
instigate them to create confusion. 


There is no gainsaying the fact that agriculture is the main source of 
production. The prosperity of rural areas is dependent upon the prosperity 
of urban areas and vice-versa and one can in no way flourish at the expense 
of the other. Under the circumstances, equal facilities should be given t^ poor 
people living in both towns and villages. After all poor are to be found both 
in the rural areas as also in the urban areas. Similarly rich people are to 
be found both in the towns and the villages. In the same way in industrial 
concerns we have capitalists as well as labourers. Both of them live in 
the towns with the difference that the one is rich and the other poor Similarly 
in the rural areas, we find big landlords and the small tenants. We must 
forget these distinctions. Let us join hands and chalk out a programme 
for the greatest good of the greatest number and place it before the Govern- 
ment for its active consideration. 


Further I wish to submit that under the Constitution we shall be having 
adult franchise. A person will be within his rights to vote not because he has 
any property or educational qualifications but simply because he has attained | 
the age of 21 years. So far as the policy and the programme of the Congress 
is concerned, it is crystal clear that Congress has come into the field and has 
left the people to judge for themselves about its work. We should always keep 
in our mind all the Articles of the Constitution. We should at the same time 
keep in our mind the aims and objects for which the Congress stands. We 
should not lag behind in following its principles in the true sense of the word. 


There is another point to which I wish to draw the attention of this 
House. It is our bounden duty to provide educational facilities to pecple, open 
hospitals, roads and schools. These are the needs of the tour. We must make 
all out efforts to kill germs of disease and illiterary. There should be one hospital 
in every house. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma. Should there be a hospital in every house ? 


Shri Behari Lal Chanana. Perhaps the hon. Member does not know 
that there are travelling dispensaries too, I meant these dispensaries. 


One point more and I have done. The burden of taxation shouid be 
shared by one and all equally. If one section protests against the imposition 
of any tax, the result would be that Government would not be in a position 
to fulfil the needs of the people on account of lack of funds. Taxes should be 
shared equally by all. With these words, Sir, I fully support the motion of 
thanks moved by my hon. Friend Chaadhri Krishna Gopal Dutt for the Address 
delivered by the Governor yesterday. 


shri Bhagat Ram Chodba. ( Jullundur, General, Rwal ) ( Punjabi ) : 
Sir, Article 15 of the Constitution of India lays down that the State shall 
not discriminate against any citizen on grounds only of religion, race caste 
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etc. In his Address, His Excellency the Governor has not stated if the 
Government intends doing anything to remove the existing discriminations. 
Those hon. Members who have said that the distinction between urbanities and 
ruralities was the creation of the British for their own ends are quite right. 
Now that we are a f:ee people, we should shed slavish mentality which 
formerly made us keep up and emphasise class distinctions as between urban 
people and rural people, agriculturists and non-agriculturists, Hindus and 
Sikhs. It is a pity that we still think along these mental grooves. Let us 
shake off such pettiness and narrow-mindedness and act upon this new 
resolve that we made by adopting the Constitution. We should realise this 
new responsibility and stop talking in terms of divisions. Let us give a 
burial to the divisions created by the British with a view to ruling over us. 
At present, the urban people are so much handicapped, that if our Chief 
Minister’s children were to decide to settle in a rural area, they would not 
be able to get a few marlas of land. Not even the Prime Minister or the 
Deputy Prime Minister of India or H. E. the Governor who gave us an 
Address day before yesterday can purchase even a kanal cf land in any of the 
villages of the Punjab. That is not all. People domiciled in one district, 
cannot purchase land in any other district. People of Rohtak cannot purchase 
land in Karnal. Isn’t it a galling, absurd restriction? I must say so, even 
at the risk of being laughed at by my zamindar friends. 


Already there were so many castes into which our people were divided. 
The Britishers wanted to create another division and they did it by enacting the 
Punjab Alienation of Land Act. It was owing to the operation of this Act, 
that land could not be had by Mira Ben for building an ‘Ashram’ at Palampur 
as desired by Gandhiji. This place was selected after a good deal of delibera- 
tion and after seeing many other places, namely, Rishi Kesh, Almora, Nanital 
and Mussoorie but due to nonavailability of land the ‘Ashram’ had to be set 
up at Rishi Kesh. If that ‘Ashram’ had been established at Palampur, it would 
today be a place of pilgrimage for the whole of India and the people of Kangra 
who complain of lack of attention from the: Government would have been 
much better off. Why should the people who want to take to agriculture 
and live in villages be debarred from purchasing land, simply because as a 
result of an arbitrary classification they happen to be non-agriculturists. 


In his Address, His Excellency was pleased to remark that corruption 
was on the decrease. Many hon. Members of this House know very well that in 
fact both corruption and crime are on the increase every where in this State. 
Indiscipline is prevalent among the services. The Sub-Inspector does not care 
for the Inspector and the Tehsildar pays no heed to the orders of the Revenue 
Officer. About the corruption in the Rehabilitation Department, the less 
said the better. The officials of this Department would not issue an allotment 
chit without taking a bribe. Whether the Government takes action against 
them or not, it is a fact that they have given the Government a bad name. 


Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar (Non-Union Labour) (Hindustani): Sir a 
short while ago the hon. Minister for Labour remarked in the course of 
his speech that most of the hon. Members have spoken just with the object 
of having a fling at the Government. I want to assure him at the very outset 
that I am not actuated by any such motive. I am a true follower of the 
Congress and have the greatest respect for the hon. Ministers and other leaders 
of the party. 


I cannot, however, conceal my real feelings. To say the least, I was 
pained to hear the Governor’s Address. I had hoped that now that India isa 
free country and has become a sovereign democratic republic, His Excellency’s 
first Address to this House would give such a message of hope to the distressed’ 
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and dejected people of this bleed’ng State, that they would begin to feel the 
glow ot a new ettbusiasm and try to forget their despondency and despair. 
But it appears as though the person who drafted tae Address had lost ali fire and 
enthusiasm in his heart. How could then he ent iuse others with a message 
of hope or even a message of action ? 


With a view to appraising the real condition of this State two and 
a half years after attainment of indepenpence, we have to ask ourselves this 
question. Is our fund of goodwill at a higher or a lower mark since the year 
1346-47? Do we inspire more confidence among the people and enjoy their 
suppoit in a greater measure than in 1946 or not? I don’t impute any ulterior 
motives to my friends of the Congress party who have already spoken cn the 
motion or even these who have brought amendments therecn. I know they 
didn’t criticise th: Government just for the sake of criticism. 


Sir, [ would submit that the Governor’s Address should have infused 
a cheerful spirit in everybody and particularly filled the hearts of refugees with 
joy. It should have indicated that with the gradual lifting of darkness the 
sun of prosperity will rise and shine over the brave people who reside in the 
Punjab. This message of hope would have assuaged the Jacerated hearts of 
the displaced persons - and removed the :ense of frustration that 
has seized them. It has been said that the law and order position in 
our State is satisfactory and that the crime has substantially decreased. But 
may I ask if peace and tranquillity is to be brought about in the State by 
promulgating Public Safety Act or such other stringent measures ? If it |s so, 
the peace and tranqu llity lose all their charm and attraction. I, however, do 
not mean that the persons who believe in the cult of violence should not be 
dealt with according to Law. as these are the people that represent 
anti-national and anti-social forces. Is it not an anti-national act if one is 
going to suppress all human liberty? You can not keep five hundred young- 
men indefinitely behind the bars without trial. If with the use of such autocratic 
measures yOu succeed in creating a situation that you call by the name of 
peace, l say it is a peace of the grave. It is a lull before the huge storm which 
is coming. The crux of the problem is that for how long we shall be able 
to maintain peace by such measures. I would say that unless you have the confi- 
dence of the common-man, we will not be able to build for our-selves and our 
fellowmen a lasting peace in thi: land. We needa real peace, not the peace 
of the dead but the peace with life and freedom, that this Address has failed 
to assure us. Our greatest problem todav is niether political nor economic; but 
it is moral, Our pe :-ple’s minds are full of gioom and frustration znd their 
morale is at the lowest ebb How to raise their morale ? A suitable atmospheie 
of hope and confidence, which will enable the people to act and think rightly is 
the need of the day Secondly, the Government should try to remove discontent, 
despondency and down-hearte ness among the masses and work for the 
economic betterment ofthe people. We find that there is dissatisfaction, 
disconten and absolute lack of confidence amongst the public, so our Govern- 
ment should act with more vigour and addiess itself 10 this task seriously. 
It is also significant to say that hy removing this feeling of dismay and frus- 
tration from amongst the nasses we shall be able to check the approaching men- 
ace -of communism in India. The violent methods designed to suppress comm- 
unism, I think. would not prove effective. I may warn the Government that we 
cannot afford to shut our eyes to what is happening else vhere in the world. 
There are great leaders of (communities and men, who are succe sfully leading 
the huge masses of peoples, In case we are go'ng to reject their lead, we have 
to show some tangible achieven.eosts, We have to raise ourselves to those 
heights to which thoce leaders of men had risen. My hoa. Friend Chaudhri 
Kartar Singh has remarked in the course of his speech that this State had 
to start from a scratch and there was no essential equipme..t for our officers 
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to work. Let us not unnecessarily over-estimate our achievments. If you go 
back to the history of Russia you will find innumerable instances that men 
at the helm of affairs worked ceaselessly day and night to build up their 


nation. They did not care for the stately mansions and not even for their 


salaries. They did not fight shv to do the meanest work, if need be, and 
worked with zeal and enthusiasm. Pestkoosky has described how M. Stalin 
started his ‘Commissariat of Nationalities’. He started this department with 
3,000 rubles, borrowed money, brought two half broken chairs and a shaky 
table from a corner of the Defence Ministry. On a card board, torn from an 
old register, he wrote Soviet ‘‘Comissariat of Nationalities’, and hung it over 
the wall, and started work in a small partitioned portion of a small room. Here 
he sat till late in midnight with a lone secretary. With this drive and vigour, 
we see that they have changed the whole face of the Soviet Union. In India 
we will have to choose between Gandhism and Communism. But at present 
Gandhism is not being given a fair chance. Communism is being suppressed, 
result is that we are having bureaucratic capitalism of worse type. We say we 
will not let Communism take its roots in this land. But we are to contend 
with leaders like Mao of China, who washes his own clothes, and cleans his 
own utensils. He gets a salary Rs. 10/- per month. We have to contend with 
men like General Chu, who was once a millionaire, gave ail his property to 
the party, took no salary, but begged his food daily. At the age of 60 he 
carries his own kit on his shoulders. Gandhi could easily match them and 
even defeat them, but shall we do so, while thinking in terms of our high 


salaries ? Let us set high standards of conduct, noble examples for the rising. 


new generation to emulate. Nations are built by men with strong character. 
Take care of this moral side of your nation, life and other things will auto- 
matically follow. ‘/nfortunately for us, this essential side is being completely 
ignored and remains absolutely untouched in the Governor’s Address. 


Indefinite and continued detention of people, will serve no useful pur- 
pose in the long run. We ought to have grown wiser by our own experience 
during the British regime. So let us take a longrange view, and concentrate our 
attention on expert remedies, that should treat the causes rather than symptoms 
of the disease. Moreover, I fail to fnd any mention in the Address about the 
two serious difficulties that are exercising and worrying the minds of our 
working population. Ejectment of tenants from their lands and ejectment 
of workers from their factories in the name of unavoidable retrenchment and 
nationalisation of industry are likely to put our whole social and economic life 
in jeopardy. This will produce a huge army of the un-employed in a province, 
where thousands of refugees are already without any work. Large scale un- 
employment will mean a serious danger to our law and order position as well. 
Do not feel complacent. You are sitting on the top of a volcano which may 
burst out any moment. Stop these agricultural and industrial ejectments immed- 
lately. I do not know why His Excellency has tried to shut his eyes towards 
this serious problem that is facing the present Government, and he has 
given no assurances to the agitated and anxious minds. So I have not been 
able to understand what is the policy of the Government in this behalf. 


The alien rule has left us for ever, let the alien outlook and mentality 
also be bidden goodbye too. Let us think in terms of the Indian 
masses, in the terms of the poor man in the field or factory or in’ the street, 
for whose sake Gandhi won the freedom. I feel extremely pained and 
disappointed .hat this Address of His Excellency, first after the ests] i'-hment of 
Indian Republic, lacks that glow of life, that fervour and enthusiasin to serve 
and to arouse others to serve the downtrodden humanity of this vast land, it 
brings no message of hope and confidence. and will leave the poor man absolutely 
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cold, whose heart, it ought to have been our first object, to warm up and 


kindle. 


Shri Buja Ram Bhagat (Loharu, Dujana and Pataudi States) (Hindus- 


tani): Sir, I rub mv eyes in amazement to find fromHisExcellency the Governor’s 
Address that the Government has evinced no interest for the rural population 
of the State My hon. Friend Chuadhri Lahri Singh has rightly 
remarked that the conditions in villages are far from satisfactory. People 
remain balt starved there as neither wheat nor gram are available. In_ tehsil 
Sirsa of Hissar district there is great scarcity of drinking water and the people 
of that laqa have to traverse a distance of three miles to bring water for 
themselves. The Governme t has not taken any steps to provide this essen- 
tial amenity to these people. Moreover, it is strange to find that the Govern- 
ment have issued orders to kill monkeys and deer in connection with the 
Grow More Food campaign. It is a thing quite unheard of. I think that 
killing of these animals is a great sin. I would call this “ Grow More Food” 
campaign as “‘destory more food campaign” because the people why have been 
employed for this task have not the least knowledge how food is grown. 


The work which is being done by the officers employed for Grow More 


Food campaign is absolutely hopeless. They do not know what is what. They 
only know how to sit in offices and issue orders. and for want of experience 
of work on farms they have been doing more harm than good. What 
happened at Hissar ? By‘allowing more water than was necessary they spoiled 
the crop, It is only the farmer who is in a position to render useful advice in 
this connection. But the pity is that he is being altogether ignored. He 
sacrifices his children in the event of war and he grows food for the State but 
no body cares for him. The advice of Mahatma Gandhi that some thing should 
be done for the uplift of the ruraiites has fallen on deafears and the rural 
people are very much dissatisfied with the present state of affairs. They vainly 
expect the present rulers to follow the precedents of kings like Raja Bhoj and 
do justice like him. They are not being properly treated. The imposition of 
controls is not at all liked by them as it unnecessarily throws them at the 
mercy of the lambardars, patwaris and Civil Supplies Inspectors. I would 
request the Government to remove the system of controls. 


In the end I request the Government that they should have a sympathetic 
attitude towards the rural people so that they are not forced to adopt any 


violent means. 


Chaudhri Matu Ram (Ludhiena and Ferozepore, Genral, Rural, Reserved 


seat): (Hindustant). Sir, a number of charges have been levelled against 
the Government but my complaint is that “recon mendation’’ is 
still the order of the day. I stood up about ten times during the last two hou s 
but no one would permit me to speak in the House and it was 
only when I had recourse to recommendation that I succeeded. 
Sir, my hon. Friend Master Gurbanta Singh has said a good deal 
about the Harijans but he forgot to mention a few things and I 
wish to place the same before the House. The Governor has in his 
Address altogether ignored the important and most difficult problems which 
the Harijans are faced with. Lakhs of Harijans have come from West Pakistan 
to this State as refugees but Goverement has not thought it fit to provide them 
with houses. In the beginning they somehow arranged to share the shelter 


PE - e 


(3) 46 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY . ` ~ [8th March, 1950 


{Chaudhri Matu Ram] so on 


wita Harijans who originally belonged to this State but such an arrangement 

cannot last for all ime Not only that they have no homes, they have no 

work to do and nobody botliers about them. The refugees other 

than the Harjian refugees have obtained houses, lands, employment and every 

thing: Itis only the Harijan who has neither a house inthe city nor a farm : 
: in the village. We have several times requested the Chief Minister as also 
| the Labour Minister that something should be done for these helpless and = 

homeless people. When His Excellency the Governor went on tour he was 

also apprised of facts, but knowing evervthing full well he has failed tu do 

them justice in his Address. Now what is the message that we are to 

carry to our constituents.. So far we bave been telling them that the Govern- 

ment was doing a lot for them but now they will be disillusioned altogether. 

They will not have much faith either in the Governor or his Government... 


My hon. Friend the Labour Minister has made beautiful speech. He We s 
makes such speeches in every Session. He says that untouchability has been . 
done away with. Iask him what advantage has accrued 10 us by removal.of 
untouchability. I for one do not mind it if it is there so long as we can ge: ° 
something to eat. - Let people treat usas untouchables but for God’s sake let 
us have water to drink and bread to eat. a 


k 


We are in a very miserable condition and it is not possible to describe it. 
It is said that exemption from fees will be given to the Harijan children in 
schools But who will enjoy this exemption? People should have. homes 
before they can send their children to school. There was a time when the 
Harijan cultivator was well treated by the landlord and was given a share in 
the produce But times have changed; he is no Junger trusted. The landlord 
and tznant disputes are multiplying everyday and tenants are being turned 
out from the lands. 


Sant Narindar Singh ; (Ex-Member West Punjab Assembly, representing 
Montgomery E st, Sikh, Rural) (Punjabi): I also wish to speak a few: words 
on the Resolution of thanks now before the House. © In his Address, His 
Excellency the Governor made statement of Government policy regarding 
different matters. In the course of his Address, he remarked that the Punjab 
had always been the sword-arm of India. I pray to God that it should 
continue to enjoy that distinction, After partition of the country and the loss 
| of North West Frontier Province our State is situated on the border. At 
| first the Government was pleased to state that people living within ten miles 

- otthe territory alongside the border would be armed wit -guns and rifles but Eg 

| this has been done only in the case of those who are within two miles from 
| the border = 


When the hon. Chief Minister visited Abohar on the 14th January, 
Į requested him-to take the trouble of paying ancther visit to Fazilka. He was 
kind enough to visit that place on the ninth February, when it was so cold 
that our crops were damaged by it, We met the hon. Chief Minister there 
and explained to him the difficulties of landless tenants. I am thankful to i 
him for the patient.hearing he gave us. I wish to point out, Sir, that though at 
first even some | ind less tenants were given some land, after the quasi-perma- ~ 
nent allotment, they would be dispossessed of it and would become jobless. 
i More-over the zamindars would take to cultivation with the help of ‘ractors 
| and Jand-less tenants would not be able to get any work. 
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Then, Sir, many a time, Muslims from across the border cross into 
our territory and take away our cattle. If we try to get these back by chasing 
the cattle-lifters, the border-police posted by our Government prevents us 
from doing so. Let our Government be as fair and just as it likes, but we 
should not be prevented from retaliating when we are troubled by the people 
of neighbouring country. It will be noticed, Sir, that about ten thousand 
allotment chits are lying unavailed in Fazilka because people do not wish to 
get land near the border: I shall request the Go.ernment to make. better 
arrangements for the safetv of people living in the border towns and villages. 
The Government should also arrange for the rehabilitation of land less tenants. 
Unless this class of people is satisfied, Grow More Food Cempaign started 
by the Government cannot succeed. 


I do not wish to speak much, because I know that tle hon Chief 
Minister is aware of our difficulties and I take this opportunity of thanking the 


Parliamentary Secre.ary for accepting two or three suggestions made by me. 


i Chief Minister (The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava) (Hindi): Sir, I 
have carefully listened to the speeches made in this House tə-day 
and have also gone through the reports of tbose delivered yesterday. Under 
the new Constitution it has been made obligatory that His Excellency the 
Governor should address the House at the commencement of each session and 
inform the hon. Members about the business which they have to transact 
in that session .It isa new thing for us but in other Parliaments and States, 
the President or the King informs the Legislature through his address the 
object of its having been summoned. Only important matters are referred 
to in these addresses but no mention is made of those subjects which should 
be and are discussed in the Budget. 


In the first part of his Address to this House, His Excellency the Gover- 
nor mentioned about the werk done by the Government in respect of impor- 
tant matters, while in its second -pait he informed the hon. Members that 
they had been summoned for discussing the Budget He also referred to 
some of the important legis].tive measures which the House would be called 
upon to enact, 

In reality, the proper time for the expression of | views which the hon., 
Members have placed before the House would have been. during the discussion 
of Budget. Undoubtdly opinion should have been. expressed about the subjects 
referred to in the Address and it has been done to a cosiderable extent. Before 
speaking about the matters, discussed by other hon. Members I wish to 
refer to the remarks of one of my hon. Friends, who said that the occupants 
of Teasury Benches possessed neither brain nor intelligence. nor imagination, 
I may say, for his imformation that we were duly elected by the public and 
have been entrusted with the task of administration of this State as members 
of:a particular party. He said some other things also but I have not received 
so high education as he has, and was, therefore, not able to understand him fully. 
It is perhaps due to his education that he did not deliver his speech in his own 
language. I wish to add for the information of my hon. Friend that when 
people exercised their votes in favour of certain people or certain organisation, 
they did so in the belief that they were capable of serving them. After their 
election to this House, seme Members were entrusted with the task of adminis= 


` tration and it was believed that they possessed brains as well as imagination 


and intelligénce. 
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| I am, however, unable to understand as to what led my hon. Friend 

to think that none except he possessed these qualities. He is at liberty to 

| think as he pleases. Unfortunately there is a great need of discipline in the, Š 
| country. In his Address to this House, His Excellency also stressed the import- / 
ance of discipline among the services. If we wish to make any 
progress in the prevailing conditions, we must observe strict Ciscipline. How 

can we expect discipline from the public, so long as we , who claim to be their 
representatives, don’t observe it? If we ourselves lack discipline, how can 

we expect it from the services ? When we ourselves cannot show any discipline 

how can we expect any from the services So far as services are concerned His 
Excellency, the Governor pointed out that yet more discipline is required. E 
would request my hon. Friends that if we have to serve the people, we will also 

have to inculcate the habit of discipline. If it is already there, I congratulate : 
them for it and if it is not there I would request them to try to acquire it. pA 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal: I want to say, Sir, that the Ghief Minister should 
himself first practise what he preaches. ° 


Chief M nister: Yes, this is alsoan example of discipline and I am 
thankful to the hon. Member for it. But Iam constrained so say tnat there 
are hon. Members who give out in the press that they have left the party while 
at the same time they continue to be in it. If we want to remain in the party 
we should abide by its discipline. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Ona point of order, Sir. I want to know whether 
it is a party meeting or a mecting of the House? 


Mtr. Speaker: The hon. Member knows better. 


Chief Minister: His Excellency pointed out in his Address that te posi- 
tion of law and order is now better. It has been said that there is no freedom 
of speech or expression in our province. It has also been remarked that the 
first Communist Government in Russia started from a scratch and its members 
carried weights on their own shoulders. But I may submit that after the 
15th August 1947, the Punjab Government had no offices whatsoever on 
account of partition of the Province. Even to-day the offices at our disposal 
are not equal to the status of a Government. Stalin, I know, is a great 
man ; he has built his country. His name is invoked in favour of freedom 
of speech of a type whieh can be very well understood from one incident. 
| Somebody writes a letter to somebody else and later on it is desired to get it prin- u 
ted Now it is said that police, did nct allow the letter to be p:inted, The press 
peopl: are not members and cannot take courage to do things which may bring 
| arm so them, The volice merely told them that if they printed the letter, they 
should be prepared for the consequ nees. The Police thus wanted them to 
know the consequences. Under these conditions, if they did not print the 
Ictter, the Government is not to blame for that. As a mratter of fact it is the 
duty of the Government to tell people not to do anything under coercion of 
some people. Itis also possible that the pressmen might have considered 
the letter to be a bogus one. In that case they would have been in trouble ~ 
ifthe case had later on gone to the court, 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Such a thing did not happen even during the 
British regime. 


Chief Minister: Ifmy hon, Friend Jikes British rule more than the present 
one, he can go where it is. I may assure bjim that the British rule 
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we would not allow any system of Government foreign to our own ideas | 
to be brought about over here. It is such instances on the basis of which it | 
is said that there exists no freedom of speech or expression in our State. 

This letter was printed in a press at Delhi and action could he taken if there 

had been any thing objectionable in the letter. 


e Mr. Speaker: I think the hon, Chief Minister should not press this 


point too much. 


Chief Minister: Sir, I am only replying to the point because it was 
referred to. I will however give it up in deference to your wishes. 


It has been said that a large number of people are kept in detention 
and thus the freedom of speech and expression is absent. But I submit that 
it is the duty of every Government worth its name to put down people who 
preach and practise violence Any Government which cannot do this does 

ci P nat deserve to exist. . I, therefore, want tə make it quite clear on this occasion 
that the freedom of speech and expression guaranteed in the Constitution 
agrat under Fundamental Rights is subject to the condition that it is not abused to 
destroy peace and order in the State. I know that the people who are now in 
detention preached violence and did not hesitate to practise it. I have no 
hesitation in saying that Government will not spare even those who sympathise 
with such persons and action will also be taken against them. (Cheers) 


The time at my disposal is very short. I will, therefore, reply to this 
point at the time of discussion of the Budget. 


The next point to which our attention has been drawn is the question 
of refugee rehabilitation. It will be taken up in detail in the dis- 
cussion on the budget estimates. The first question to which I am going to 
refer is the question of compensation. In this matter Government of India 
issued the Evacuee Property Ordinance sometime back and later on it was turn- 
ed into an Act. In accordance with its provisions a Custodian General was app- 
ointed. The intention was to fix compensation for tbe property left by non- 
Muslims in Pakistan and by the Muslims in India. The attitude of Pakistan in 
this matter was not very helpful. On the 25th of October a resolution was 
passed by this House that the provisions of the ordinance were not such as 
might assuage the feelings of the refugees. This House felt that the refugees 
were not going to have any appreciable advantages out of the steps proposed 
to be taken in respect of compensation in the said ord.nance. The voice of the 
House was carried to proper quarters and the Government itselr is sparing no 
efforts to put pressure on the Governmer.t of Indiaso that adequate com- 
pensation for the losses suffered by the refugees may be made available to them. 
Under these circumstances, there was no need for His Excellency the Governor 
to make a mention of this matter in his Address. This matter concerns the 
Central Government and the Parliament is aware of the facts of the case. The 
attention of the hon, Members has been constantly drawn towards 
them. 


As regards urban rehabilitation the Government is doing its utmost. 
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Twelve new model towns have been raised, 420 buildings and €80 building 
i sites have been offered. The buildings left by the evacuee Muslims are insuffici- 
i ent for accommodating those who have come from West Punjab. So efforts 
i. are being made to settle the refugees elsewhere. One and a half lakhs 
i are expected to be settled in the new capital. Building loans for this purpose 
| may be advanced. Some of the hon. Members are of the opinion that 
there is no need for building the capital at Chandigarh. They say that any 
| 
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existing city in the Punjab may þe selected for the purpose. But they must 
know that no city can satisfy the needs because all of them are so much conges- 
ted that we cannot find any accommodation for the offices or for residential 
purposes there. The building of a new city to be the capital of Punjab is, as 
a matter of fact, a scheme aimed at rehabilitating those people who have 
gone over to U. P. and Delhi. We should try to attract them back to their 
home province so that they may come back and make Punjab prosperous by 
their efforts. The construction of a new capital is a part of the scheme of re- 
habilitation. No existing city can cope with so many offices and people. So 
on the advice of Government of India a survey of various places was under- 
taken; various suggestions were considered and at one time a site near Rupur was 
proposed but later on Chandigarh site was considered most suitable for the 
purpose. Aerial survey and land survey were carried on and after consultation 
with the Prime Minister of India, Mr. Mayer was given the charge of prepar- 
ing a plan of the new city. Mr. Mayer visited the site and approved its choice. 
In his opinion no better place could be chosen. So the decision was finally made. 
In the new city accommodation for one lakh twenty thousand persons will be 
arranged. A part of this population will consist of Government servants. 
But the major portion will be that of the displaced persons. The persons 
whose lands will be taken will get lands elsewhere. Adequate compensation 
will be given for their buildings, wells and trees etc. Those of them why 
wish to get land in the capital will get it at cheaper rates, so that they mao 
build houses and shops and do whatever work they wish to do in the captital. 


Regarding grow more food campaign I don’t wish to say anything at 
this stage bacause this matter will come up during the course of the budget 


discussions. 


As regards corruption it is surprising that the hon. Member should have 
made such remarks, I have no hesitation in saying that corruption has increas- 
ed not only in this State but also in the country. 


At this Mehta Ranbir Singh thumped his table and shouted “hear hear’ 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: It appears the hon. Member is very 
happy on this. 


Chief Minister: What I regret is that the people bribe officials in order 
to gain advantages or derive benefits. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Is the hon. Chief Minister referring to the steel 


quota holders ? 


Chief Minister : No Iam referring to persons who do that for taking 
pertrol pumps. Sir, we appeal to the services to put an end 
to corrupt practices which not only bring discredit to themselves but to the 
Government also They should now feel that they are from amongst us. Now 
that time has passed when they had to indulge in corruption with a view to 
pleasing the British masters. Now our country is free from foreign yoke. They 
should be honest in their dealings and discharge their duties in such a manner 
that their integrity is unquestioned, They should desist from doing anything 
which is likely to tarnish the fair name of the services. They should serve 
Punjab as Punjabis and carry out their duties without any fear or favour from 
anybody. I hope my appeal will not fall flat on the services. I would 
appeal to the people of the Punjab as well. They should help the Government 
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in the eradication of the evil of corruption. ‘The general difficulty is that the 
people bribe the officers to gain advantages or derive benefits. I would ask 
them not to offer illegal gratilication to any member of the services. The 
department of Civil Supplies has earned a bad name because it is said that 
corruption is rempant in it, The trouble is that more often than not it is the trading 
h classes that offer temptation to the officials with a view to gaining some end. 
I may make it clear to the people and 1 hope that they would realise it that 
the controls are for the benefit of the country as a whole and not for an ind- 
ividual. They would do well to abide by them in their own interests. (Hear, 
hear). They should try to be content with the share that is due to them uncer 
the controls. Corruption begins when some people want to enjoy at the cost 
of others and deprive tbem of the commodities under control. Iam 
therefore, of the opinion that corrupt practices could be brought to an end if 
the public extended its helping hand to the Government by refraining from 
offering bribes to the services. 


Chaudhri Samar Singh :May I submit to the hon. Chief Mini- 
ster that mere appeals would not serve any useful purpose. The need of 
the hour is that instead of preiching likea Mahatma, he should put an end 
to the evil with a strong hand. 


Chief Minister: I am grateful to my hon. Friend for having drawn 
my attention to this fact I may tell him that appeals and an iron hand go 
side by side. (Hear, hear), I assure the House that along with the appeals 
we are going to employ a strong hand also. Whosoever ignores this warning 
shall do so at his own peril. (Loud applause). 


Then, Sir, during the course of his Address, His Excellency remarked 
that this session had been summoned to discuss and pass the budget. Some 
of my hon. Friends have criticised the non-inclusion of certain matters in 
the Address. They should know that the proposals contained in the budget 
cannot be divulged or made public before it is presented. No body. not even 
His Excellency the Governor can disclose the nature of the contents of the 
budget. Nor can anybody anticipate the proposals made therein. So to criticise 
certain things by merely anticipating them does not look proper and I have 
no mind to reply them. Then a mention has been made about certain 
legislative measures Although they will come before the House in due course, 
yet hon. Members have been intimated as to what kind of Bills are being 
put forward. 


- Then reference was made to certain matters which will come in 
for discussion during the Budget session. However, I would like to say something 
on the subject of consolidation of holdings. This House has already given 

i its verdict on this matter in the form of an enactment Besides this 
compulsory consolidation, an Act stopping further fraginentation of holdings 
too, has been passed indicating the keen desire of the Government to do 
something substan‘ial in the matter of consolidation of holdings, Now the 
question is about the implementation of these Acts. As you are aware, Sir, 
for purposes of consolidation two things are extremely necessary. The first 


° is the money and the other is trained personnel to biing about consolidation 
of holdings. Although the money required for the purpose of consolidation 
is to be realised from the zamindars whose holdings will be consolidated, yet 
the fact remains that the realisation of the charges would be made after the 
Operation of consolidation has been carried out [n otaer words Government 
will have to incur huge expenditure as an initial cost. 
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Sardar Bachan Singh: May I inform the fhon. Chief Minister that 
the people who want to have their lands consolidated are offering necess- 
ary money in advance? 


Chief Minister: My hon. Friend says that the zamindars are 
prepared to pay the money in advance. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: No question of preparedness, they are 
offering it in advance so that their lands may be consolidated as early 
as possible. 


Chief Minister: May be so. But if Government takes money 
in advance and the work is delayed due to some unavoidable reasons, then 
men like my hon, Friend would lose no time to decry the Government on 
that score.’ 


Sardar Bachan Singh: That is obvious. 


Chief Minister: The second necessity is the need of trained men 
who can do the job of consolidation of holdings. This is a work which cannot 
be accomplished without honest men. Then our patwaris are busy in doing 
rehabilitation work; even men doing consolidation work under the auspices 
of the Cooperative Department have been loaned out to the Rehabilitation 
Department in connection with allotment of lands to the refugees. We hoped 
that our Patwaris would be free from Rehabilitation Department by January 
first. But since the allotment has not been completed, it is expected that by 


April 1, they will be available for employment in the work of consolidation | 


of holdings. So it all depends upon when these Patwaris and Qanungos are 
free to take up the task of consolidation of holding: I, therefore, assure the 
House that on April 1, ell the Patwaris that are available will be put on 
this work provided the money is forthcoming from the intending zamindars. 
But if the number of zamindars offering money is fairly large and we have 
also sufficiently large number of Patwaris and Qanungoes at our disposal, we 
will not have the slightest objection in undertaking the work of consolidation. 


(car, hear). 


Then, Sir, I feel it necessary to say something abcut a matter which is 
not connected with the Budget and which may not come in for discussion 
during the Budget session. It has been said thatif war with Pakistan is 
looming large on the horizon, why should not the people be warned about 
it before hand. My pointis that it is the job ofthe Central Government to 
declare war or decide not to have it. Asa matter of fact Defence does not 
fall within the purview of the provincial sphere Only the other day the Prime 
Minister of India stressed uron the people in a broadcast that they should 
refrain from talking of war because it was not their job. Government of 
India was responsible for their defence. I, therefore, maintain that whether 
war breaks out or not, whether any emergency arises or not, we must always 
remain in a state of preparedness to defend our country. By our loose talk 
we are likely to creat: such conditions as may give false idea to the 
other ccuntry that we are getting panicky. In this way the country from 
which attack is expected, becomes more aggressive in its intentions. I 
would impress upon the people to make every endeavour to maintain 
internal security. They should create such a formidable power in themselves 
that they can face any situation bravely and resist the aggressor with 
all their might. 
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ït has been said that we do not pay our attention towards anything. It has 
also been Said that we have not done anything substantial for the rural masses. 
At this stage I cannot say anything except this that we have done one thing 
and that is this. My hon. Friends know it full well that the All India Con- 
gress Committee appointed an Economic Planning Committee under the Chair 
manship of Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru. The Report of tbis Committee has 
been published and we have studied it. We have also studied the Report 
of the Rural Development Planning Committee written by Shri Kuma- 
rappa. We have also sent copies of this Report to all the Heads of the Depart- 
ments who are concerned with the beneficent activities of the State It will 
not be out of place to mention here that this Report is based on the principles 
of Sarvodya Samaj and also the principles laid down by theFather of the Nation, 
After closely studying both the reports we have set up a Rural Development 
Board. This Board was asked to select some village which would serve as a 
model village where training would be imparted to workers and cther people 
in every tvalk of life. After active consideration this Board has selected village 
Oel as the centre for starting this work. Training in agriculture, industries 
and other spheres of life concerning almost all the departments would be 
imparted to people in this centre. lt is our intention to train people in every 
walk of life. ‘They will be given training to help in the growth of food in the 
country and in the cottage industries and they will also be taught to improve 
themselves with a view to helping themselves. We want our people to have 
honest means of living. We do not believe in any class war. We are working 
according to the principles laid down by the Father of the Nation, 


It has also been said that Government has been securing loans for Bhakra 
and Nangal Projects and that nothing has been achieved so far. However, 
I wish to make this point clear that these projects, when completed, would be 
mainly instrumental in increasing our agricultural wealth and in providing 
electricity for domestic and industrial purposes. We spend money on these 
projects to achieve these objects. For the information of the hon. Members 
I may add here that a booklet has been published by the Government which 
contains all the information regarding its activities. [t will not be out of place 
to mention here that there are 15373 villages in our State. Government is and 
has been making all-out efforts to improve the lot of the people both in 
the towns and villages. 


It has also been said that nothing substantial has been don2 to improve 
the lot of the rural masses who form the majority of the population. At this 
stage I am not in a position to say anything except this thata lot has been done 
for them. After studying the Budget, the hon. Members would be able to 
see for themselves how much we have done and how much could be done in 
view of the present financial position. We have done whatever we could with 
the best possible intentions. 


Į have said many things in reply to the objections raised by some of my 
hon, Friends. There are certain points which remain yet to be replied and I 
shall reply them at the time of General Discussion on the Budget. Inthe end, 


I wish to bring this point home to my hon. Friends that it is but meet and pro- 


per on our part to offer our whole-hearted thanks to His Excellency the Gover» 


nor for delivering his Address under the New Constitution, 
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Mr. Speaker: The following members have expressed their desire to 
withdraw the amendments standing against their names i— l 
Shri Behari Lal Chanana, 
Chaudhri Lahri Singh, 
Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha, 
Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma, ~ 
Shrimati Sita Devi, 
Sardar Ajit Singh, 
Shri Prabodh Chandra, 
Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar and 
Master Gurbanta Singh. 


Is it tlhe pleasure the of House that the amendments standing agains the ~~ 
names of these Members be withdrawn? tien 


Honourable Members: Yes. 
° 
The amendments were by leave, withdrawn, 


Mr. Speaker: Question is— 


That at the end of the motion the following be added :— 
but regrets that 


(a) no steps have been proposed to be taken to rehabilitate the displaced tenants 
(Sharnarthi Muzaras) ; 


(b) no definite assurance has been given to expand the sphere of activities of the 


Beneficiens Departments ; 


le) no promise has been made to ameliorate the conditions of Lower Grade and 


Subordinate Services ; 


(d) no mention has been made to bring in a Bil to stop the ejectments of the 


tenants. 
The motion was lost. 


Mr. Speaker :- Question is— 


+ 
7 ‘ ; a 
That at the end of the motion the following be added :— [= 
but regrets that 
~i 
(a) no assurance has been given to proteet and sufeguard the fundamental rights of 7 
free citizens of the State; 
(b) that no steps haye been promised to be taken to safeguard the civil liberties of the 
people; 
(c) that no defininte proposals have been laid down to check corruption, nepotism, 
tavourtism, inefficiency and red-tapism prevalent in the administration; 
| 


(d) that no definite relief has been promised to the landless displaced rural people. 


The Assembly divided. 
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DISCUSSION ON GOVERNORS ADDRESS 


AYES 


Bachan Singh, Sardar. 
Ranbir Singh, Mehta, 


Ajit Singh, Sardar. 

Amar Nath Vidyalankar, Shri. 
Badlu Ram, Chaudhri. 

Bebari Lal Chanana, Shri. 
Bhagat Ram Choda, Shri. 
Bhagat Ram Sharma, Pandit. 
Bhim Sen Sachar, Shri. 

Buia Ram, Bhagat Shri. 

Dalip Singh, Thakur. 

Durga Chand Kaushish, Pandit. 


‘Gopi Chand Bhargava, The Hon. Dr. 


Gurbachan Singh Bajwa, The Hon, 
Sardar. 


Gurbachan Singh, Sardar. 
Harbhaj Ram, Chaudhri. 


Inder Singh, Sardar. 

Isnar Singh Mujhail, Sardar. 

Jagdish Chander, Chaudhri. 

Jagit Singh Mann, Sardar. 

Jiwan Lal, Pandit. 

Joginder Singh Mann, Sardar. 

Kartar Singh Chaudhri, 

Kartar Singh, Sardar. 

Kehr Singh, Sardar. 

Krishna Gopal Dutt, Chaudhri, 

Lahri Singh, Chaudhri. 

Lehna Singh Sethi, The Hon. 
Dr, 


Sajjan Singh, Sardar. 
Suraj Mal, Chaudhri. 


Matu Ram, Chaudhri. 

Mehr Chand, Chaudhri. 

Mohar Singh, Rao. 

Narinder Singh, Sant. 

Narotam Singh, The Hon. Sardar, 


Parkash Kaur, Shrimati, Dr. 
Prabodh Chandra, Shri. 
Prem Singh, Chaudhri. 
Prem Singh, Mahant. 
Prithvi Singh Azad, The Hon. 
Shri. 
Ranjit Singh, Captain. 
Rattan Singh Tabib, Shri. 
Rattan Singh Gill, Sardar. 
Sahib Ram, Chaudhri, 
Samar Singh, Chaudhri. 
Sant Ram Seth. Dr. 
Sarmukh Singh. Sardar, 
Sher Singh, Chaudhri. 
Shiv Saran Singh, Sardar. 
Shiv Singh, Sardar. 
Shri Ram Sharma, Pandit. 
Sita Devi, Shrimati. 
Sudarshan, Seth. 
Sundar Lal, Chaudhri. 
Tara Singh, Sardar Sahib Sardar, 
Waryam Singh, Sardar, 
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` 
a 


Mr. Speaker: Question is — 


That at the end of the Motion the following be added:— 
but regrets that 


(a) no mention has been made therein regarding the working of freedom 


of expression and speech in public meetings in the State nor any assurance 4 
given for honest and just criticism; a 
(b) no steps have been suggested to root out corruption prevailing in the ~ 


admininistration of the State ; 
(c) no assurance is given to separate the judiciary from the executive and 
(d) no steps have been suggested to make “Prohibition” a success in the 
State. 


The motion was lost, 


Mr. Speaker . Question is — 


That the Members of this House assembled in this Session are deeply grateful to His. 
Excellency the Governor for the Address which he has been pleased to deliver to the 
House. 
The motion was carried, 
The Assembly then adjourmed till 2 P. M. on Thursday, 9th March, 1930, 
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Punjab Legislative Assembly 


“IRST SESSION OF THE FIRST PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


Thursday, 9th March 1950. 


e EN e a SN aaO 


The Assembly met in the Assemdly Chamber, Simla, at 2 p. m. 
of the clock. Mr. Speaker (The hon. Sardar Kapoor Singh) 


in the Crair., 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


ee ee eee 


REFUGEE CAMPS 


*1495, Dr. Sant Ram Seth: Will the hon. Minister for 


Rehabilitation be pleased to state :— 


(a) the total number of refugee camps run by the Government 
at present ; 


(b) the total number of refugees living in them ; 


(c) the total number of refugees receiving ration from the 
Government ; 


(d) whether it is a fact that Government is seriously consider- 
ing the proposal to close them down in the near future; 
if so, the reasons therefor ? 

The hon. Dr. Lenna Singh Sethi: 

(a) 26, including Women Homes. 

(b) 1,10,442 asvreported on 11-2-50. 

(c) 3277. 


(d) Gratuitous relief in the general camps has been liquidated. 


Mud huts have been constructed at “he sites ofthe camps for pro- 
vision of roofed shelter to the displaced persons. 


The question of 


closing down the camps does not, therefore, arise. 
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Dr. Sant Ram Seth :May I know as to when these huts would be 
completed, ? 
Minister : More than 8000 huts have already been completed 


and already 41,000 refugees are living in them. 


Shri Virendra : Mav I know what are the means of livelihood 


ef the people living in those huts ? 


‘Minister: The people who live in huts, work in the nearby towns 


and thus earn their living. 


Shrimati Sita Devi : May 1 know if the hon. Minister ever 
tried to find out that the work done by such people does not bring 
income enough to support their families ? 


Minister: I often keep enquiring about it from the people. I 
find that their earnings are sufficient for the maintenance of their 
families. In case any body is unable to earn his living, he is kept in 
Infirm Homes and is given rations for himself and his dependents. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: May I know if itis in the knowledge 
of the hon. Minister that the displaced persons living: in the huts 
have not got the profession which they had in West Punjab ? 


Minister: There are people who have not succeeded in getting 
the means of livelihood which they had in Pakistan and it is also 
possible that their earnings are not sufficient for making their both 


ends meet. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: . Is it not a fact that a large number of 
displaced persons are unemploved? 

Minister: No. That is nota fact. However, the persons 
who cannot earn their livelihood are kept in Infirm Houses and are 
given free rations. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Is it not a fact that at Jullundur in the 


Bhargava camp, the number of unemployed people is very large ? 
Will the hon. Minister order an enquiry into this matter ? 
yA Speaker : That is an expression of opinion. 

Dr. Sant Ram Seth : Will the hon. Minister please state the 


life of these huts ? 
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Minister: l can’t tel! that. 


Dr. Sant Ram Seth: May I knowif those huts will not 


collapse in the coming rainy season ? 


past. 


Minister: We havi: received no suck information in the 


or 


TOWNS FOR REFUGEES 


*1497. Dr. Sant Fam Seth: Will the hon. Minister for 


ly, Y, 
f Rehabilitation be pleased to state :— 


R- 


(a) the total number of new towns built in the State 
for the purpose of rehabilitation of the refugees :--— 


(b) the total number of houses in each town ; 


Hd 


(c) the total numter of houses sanctioned in each town ; 


J 


(d) the total number of houses vacant in each town ; 


2 


(e) the details of «menities provided for the residents ? 


The hon. Dr. Lehn: Singh Sethi : 


(a) Twelve. 
(b), (c) and (d) 
> Name No.of No. of No. of 
= of houses houses houses lying 
= town constructed. auctioned, vacant. 
XD 
(b) (c) a (d) 
l Jullundur 500 338 ' 
2 Hoshiarpur 200 49 76 
PD 3 Indhiana 473 342 13 
- 4 Khanna 202 24 3i 
6 5  Jagadhri 402 234 96 
6 Karnal 500 172 98 
7 Panipat 498 432 ane 
8 Rohtak 200) 87 8 
9 Sonepat 209 112 . 10 
10 Gurgaon i 200 174 9 
1l ~=Palwal 200 18 113 
— 12 Rewari 298 41 230 
° Total 3873 2023% 81@ 
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[Minister for Rehabilitation] 


% 


In addition to 2023 houses sold to displaced persons, 448 
houses were reserved and placed at the disposal of 
the Defence Rehabilitation Organisation, Government of 
India, for allotment to the displaced serving soldiers. 
This organisation has recently surrendered 100 houses out 
of their quota. About 108 houses have so far been 
occupied by the displaced serving soldiers and the remain- 
ing ones are yet lying vacant. 1058 unsold houses are 
leased out to Government Departments, Government 
servants and displaced persons at an annual rental of 44% 
of the outlay. 

This includes a large number of houses not yet occupied 
by the displaced serving soldiers. 


(e) Itis planned to provide all modern amenities of life in 


l with; 
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these townships. Open spaces, lawns, parks and wide 
roads have been provided. Al] these roads have been 
metalled and tarred. In these townships of Juollundur 
Hoshiarpur, Ludhiana, additional approach roads have 
been constructed linking the colonies with «the main 
arteries of communication so asto avoid congestion of 
traffic. Permanent electricity both for street lighting and 
domestic consumption is now in the course of being 
provided. The townships of Jullundur, Ludhiana, Karnal, 
Sonepat, Panipat, Gurgaon and Jagadhri have already been 
energised and the work of giving domestic connections is 
in progress. The supply of power to the remaining town- 
ships is likely to be completed by September, 1950. 
Temporary water supply arrangements have already been 
provided in allthe townships. Schemes for providing 
permanent water supply and underground drainage have 
been sanctioned and work on these schemes has sufficiently 
progressed. Shopping centres are now being created in 
these townships and about 200 shops are under construc- 
tion which would be completed by the end of May, 1950 
Sanitary and scavenging staff has also been posted in the 
townships. Police posts to create a sense of security 
amongst the residents have been establishedin all the 


townships. 


~ 
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A statement showing details of amenities provided for the 
residents is placed on the table. f 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Minister be pleased 


t Kept in the hbrary 
. 4 


to state reasons for which a very smi ll number of these houses has been 
= auctioned at certain places ? 

Minister: It was perhaps dus to the fact that the people did 
not require houses at those places o: the refugees did not want to 
settle there. 

| 
g 3 Y Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : May I know the places where houses 
could not be auctioned ? 
` Minister : This happened mostly at three places namely, 
Palwal, Rewari and Khanna. 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it nota fact that only 87 out 
kod 

of 200 houses could be auctioned at Rohtak ? May I know the cause 

of this fact. 3 

Minister: As regards Rohtex, refugees might not have liked 
| 7 to settle there for fear of my hon. Friend. As regards other places 
! ~. the distance from towns might be the cause. 

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Should I take it that at other 
; places houses have been purchased on account of pecple’s regard for 
| the hon. Minister ? 

$ | 

; Minister: They have done so out of regard for the tocal 
| 4 people. 

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Was the Government decided to 
| auction the houses to the local people at places where they could not 
A A be auctiened to the displaced persons. 

t 
i Minister : Jt has been decided to “rent those houscs to the 
| local persens at Palwal, Rewari anc Khanna, | 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: (fs it not a fact that at Rohtak the 
| local persons are also occupying these houses ? ° 
aia Chaudhri Lahri Singh : They pay rent for them 
| 
| 
| 
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Shri Prabodh Chandra: Is it a fact that the hon. Member 
from Khanna had written to the Government that the model town- 
ship there should not be built at the place where it has been built 


because it was a low-lying area ? 


Minister: I am not aware of this but I can let the House 


know after making enquiries. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Will the hon. Minister be pleased to 
state whether he has himself seen the buildings in these townships; 


if so, is there any such defect in them ? 


Minister: I have not seen all of them. But I have been to 


Khanna and have seen the township. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Ts-it nota fact that many of these 
houses in the new townships are lving vacant ? Does the Government 
intend giving them to local people where the displaced persons are not 
wi'ling to occupy ? 


Minister : Where we are unable to sell the houses, they can be 
given on rent to the displaced persons. Andeven then if no tenant 
are forthcoming from among the displaced persons, local. people can 


also get them on rent. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Have the Government fixed any rent 
for this purpose ? | 


Minister: The rent charged is generally 44 per cent. of the 
cost of the building. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it nota fact that the buildings | 


in some of these townships have not been occupied because the 
Selection of the sites for.them has not been satisfactory ? In Rohtak, 


for example, the site is far removed from the railway station. 
Minister: I quite agree with vou. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: What steps does the Government 
propose to take against those officers who advised the Government 
in the matter of selection of such sites, so that the repetition of such 


grave mistakes may be discouraged ? 


Minister: I assure the non. Members that in future such 


buildings will be built after due considera tion. 


~ 
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FACILITIES TO DISPLACED PERSONS LIVING IN REFUGEE 
CAMPS 


*1502. Shri Virendra. Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation 
be pleased to state :— 

(a) whether it is a fact that a Jarge number of Muslims 
who had left East Punjab have recently been resettled 
in Jagadhri and the Government has decided to grant 
them monthly allowance of Rs. 12/- for each adult and Rs. 
6/- for each minor; | 

(b) if the answer to part (a) above be in the affirmative 
whether the ‘zsovernment propose to extend the same 
facility to noi-Muslim displaced: persons living in refugee 
camps ? | 


The hon, Dr. Lehn? Singh Sethi: (a) Yes, but Government 
are not givin; them any monthly allowances. They are 
being advanced food loans at the rate of Rs. 12/-/— per 
each adult and Rs. 6/- for each minor specially prescribed 
by Governm?at of India out of the sum of Rs. 20,000 


exclusively s:inctioned by the Government of India ; 


(b) Does not arise. 


Shri Virendra: [sit a fact that this monthly allowance is 
given to the Muslim refugees while no such allowance is 


giveh to Hinduand Sikh refugees ? 


Minister : Goverrment decided” to give this allowance to the 
Muslim refugees at Jagadhri. ` l 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma Is it a fact that help given te 
Hindu and Sikh refugees is less than that given to the Muslim 


refugees at Jagadhri ? 
Minister : Of course, it is less. 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is this an additional, help ? 
Minister: As a matter of fact this food allowance is ia 
addition to other help that is being given to refugees. 


Shri Virendra: Why is this privilege enjoyed by Muslim 


refugees only ? 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh: It is a secular state, (Laughter). 


, 
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DISCOUNT IN RENTS OF EVACUEE PROPERTY 


*1503. Shri Virendra: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation 
be pleased to state whether Government has issued any instructions 
withdrawing the concession of 334° discount in the rents of the 
evacuee property in the State, if so, the reasons thereof ? 7 


The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Səthi: The Government of India 
have passed orders that fair rents should be charged for all evacuee 
properties. Necessary instructions have accordingly been issued by 
the Custodian to all District Rent Officers. This would result in 

e the withdrawal, as such, of the concession referred to by the ‘ 
hon. Member, but the effect on each tenant. will depend upon 
whether the house was over-or, under-assessed. In the former 
class of cases some tenants | will stand to gain as the reduction 
may amount to over 334 percent. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it not unfair to withdraw 
the 334 % reduction that was allowed by the Government on the 
fair rents of evacuee property? Will it not hithard the refugees who 
are occupying the evacuee houses ? 


Minister: The charging of fair rent will, in fact, help the < 
poor refugees. For instance, the house of the former Muslim 
President of Batala Municipal Committee which has thirty two 
rooms was assessed for a rent of rupees seven only while an 
adjacent house having only three roons was,assessed for rupees eight. 

Two very big officers are living in a Muslim house at Jullundur 

and they are paying rupees sixteen as rent. The building where the - 
state Congress office is situated at Jullundur was assessed at 
rupees twenty only per month. The rent was assessed on the 

basis of the rent which was assessed before the partition. It 

has been found that the houses belonging to rich Muslims 

have been assessed tte least and those belonging to poor Muslims s 
have been assessed higher. I am sure that the charging of fair 

rent will help the refugees who are occupying the house of 

poor Muslims. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Who wil judge whether the assess- 


ment is proper or not ? 


Minister: The authorities. 
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Shri Virendra : Is the Government prepared to associate non- 


officials in the matter of assessment ? 


Minister: Even at present there are such committees of 
non-officials at some places. Where there are no committees 
an. appeal can be made to the higher quarters and the grievances 


can thus be got redressed. 


Shri Virendra: What is the harm in constituting such non- 


official committees at all the places ? 


Minister: The assesment can be carried out by the machinery 
which exists for regular assessment: and no useful purpose can be 


served by departing from the regular procedure. 


ACUTE HOUSING SHORTAGE IN THE STATE. E 


*1507. Shri Virendra: Will the hon. Minister for 
Rehabilitation be pleased to state whether the Government is aware 
of the acute housing shortage in the State; if-so, do the Government 
intend to introduce compulsory rationing of accommodation to 


enable displaced persons to settle down somewhere; if not, why 


‘not ? 


The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sothi: No. Lower, middie, and 
middle class housing is already over-crowded. Rationing will 
make accommodation available orly in houses occupied by very 
well-to-do people. Such availability is very very small compared 
to our needs. At boast, therefore, rationing will prove only a 
doubtful political stunt and migat enable Government to shelve 


the “issue for six moths. But i is no solution to our problem. 


Shri Virendra: Do I take it that it is not the intention 
of the Government to introduce rationing in the palatial buildings 


belonging to affluent people ? 


Minister: This question was thoroughly examined in all its 
bearings. As a matter of fact ihe number of such residences is 
not very large and only a very small number of refugees will be 


housed if the accommodation is rationed. Government, therefore, 


decided not to harass the owners for this purpose. 
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Shri Virendra : May I know whether there is any harm in 
utilising whatever accommodation is made available through 
rationing in such bungalows ? 


Minister: The dificulty is that the refugees to be housed 
in the rooms of such bungalows, may not be able to pay rents 
which are bound to be very high. Government, therefore, considered 
it undesirable to put the owners of the bungalows to unnecessary 
harassment. Besides, refugees living in camps prefer to have 
small huts outside the towas. In this connection I miy assure 
the House that Government has chalked out a scheme as a 
result of which not a single refugee will be found shelterless 
by June next. (Hear, hear). 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: May I know whether it has come to 
the notice of the hon. Minister that a large number of houses have 
been taken over by the Government for the purpose of providing accom- 
modation to the Government employees or Government offices whereas 
the same should have gone to the refugees ? 


Minister: Yes, there are certain houses which have been taken 
over by the Government, but I cannot tell their number oft- 
hand. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it a fact that houses left by 
Muslims, whether under individual or joint ownership, have been 
allotted to the officers or to public institutions like the Provincia! 
Congress Committee which has been provided with sucha house? I 


so, why should not the sam2 be given to the refugees ? 


Minister: The public institution mentioned by my hon, 
Friend had its Head Office at Lahore and it had to migrate asa 
refugee. So it had every right, like other refugees, to demand 
shelter, 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I knov whether houses have 
been allotted to such public institutions which had their offices in 


Pakistan or those also which already existed here ? 


Minister: No such institution has been allotted any accommo- 


dation whose office was already situated in the East Panjab. 
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: l Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar: In view of the acute shortage of 
houses, will it not be desirable that the bon. Ministers and high 
officials, occupying spacious bungalows, should voluntarily agree to 
reduce their own requirements and offer the spare accommodation to 
others ? 


Minister: Hon. Members are already aware that all evacuee 
houses have been allotted or rationel. There is a small number of 
houses which have not heen rationed and they were given to the officers 
because they needed a little more space. So far as Ministers, 

2 bungalows are concerned, I can speak for myself that any hon, 
| ae Member is welcome to utilis: whatever spare accommodation is 


available in my residence. 


Chief Minister: I may inform the House that Simla is nota 
refugee station. Only those belonging to essential services can 
five here. - 

Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar: My object in putting this 


question is that if the hon. Ministers and the high officials voluntarily 


reduce their own requirements and offer spare accommodation in their 


residences for housing refugees, they would be setting an excellent 
>. ` example to.the public at large who would be induced to follow in the 
footsteps of the Ministers. 


Minister: Į thank the hon. Member for his fine sentiments. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Jsita factthat owners of brick kilns 
have not beeen provided with coal under pretext of shortage 
of it ? 


Minister: This has nothing to do with the question. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: This question is allied to the shortage 
` of houses. 


Minister: Then I may tell the hon. Member that now the 
condition of an applicant for coal, to be an old brick kiln owner, no 
| longer exists. Any person who wants to burn bricks with a view to 
supplying the same for hoase construction, can apply and get coal 
in large quantities. So far as supply of coal to the rural areas is 


concerned, I may inform him that a large quantity of coal was j 


s. 


A 
procured but sufficient number of applicants were not forthcoming to 
: 
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(Minister for Rehabilitation] 

consume it. The result was that a large surplus of coal was 
lying there. If the hon. Member has any applicant in view, I would 
certainly arrange for the supply of coal to him. 


| Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know whether Government had - 
fully satisfied itself that all the big evacuee houses which were allotted 
to the refugees had no* more space for accommodating more refugees? 


Tay % 


Minister : “No instance has come to my knowledge wherein 
evacuee house allotted to a person contained more space which could 
be further utilised for housing refugees. If the hon. Member isin 
the know of any such building, he is welcome to bring it to my 
notice. Iwill see that proper action is taken in the matter. 


PAYMENT OF OUTSTANDING BILLS OF LOCAL BODIES 


*1513. Sardar Waryam Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Government has made payments 
of any outstanding bills due to contractors of the Local Bodies of 
districts now comprised in West Punjab ; if not, the reasons therefor ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: Certain assumptions have = 
been made in the question which do not appear to be correct. In 
the first place, payments for outstanding bills due to contractors of 
Local Bodies are to be made by the Local Bodies and not by 
Government. Secondly, it is not understood why this Government 
should have made payments for any outstanding bills of contractors 
for supplies made or services rendered by them to local bodies in 
districts now comprised in Punjab (Pakistan). The Inter-Dominion 
Agreement of 1948 had directed that all amounts due from 

Government or the quasi-Government bodies, like the University, 
District and Municipal Boards and other Local Bodies should be > 
payable by them direct to the evacuee concerned without the a 
| intervention of the Custodian and should only be subject to any 
! agreements regarding exchange control between th: two Governments. 
| | Like many other clauses of this Inter-Dominion Agreement, this 
| particular clause has also not been implemented so far. Discussions, 
however, are still in progress but it cannot be said what the result of i 


these discussions would be. è? 


A 
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SHAMBU RAM, SUB-INSPECTOR CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES, 
AMBALA 


*1419, Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: Will the hon. Minister 
for Development be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether it is a fact that Shambu Ram, Sub-Inspector 
Co-operative Societies, while discussing the case of his 
service and increments with the Assistant Registrar, 
Ambala, fainted and remained senseless for half an 
hour on 8th September, 1949; 


(b) whether Government has received a full report of this 
incident, if so, what are the facts about the case? 


The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: 


(a) Yes, but the Sub-Inspector fainted and remained 
unconsious for a couple of minutes only. 


(b) First part- No, 
Second part - Does not arise. 
Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: May I know what was the cause of 


his fainting? I feel that this was due to bad treatment which he 
received at the hands of the Assistant Registrar? 


Minister: Information is being collected and when it is 
ready, it will be passed on to him. 


Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: Isit not a fact that the said person 


fainted as a result of the harassment by the officer? 


Chief Minister: I think a person who isso weak as to faint 
before his officer, is not fit for Government Service. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know whether this 
Sub-Inspector was actually suffering from some malady that he 


fainted or it was due to the harsh treatment which he received at 
the hands of the Officer? 


Minister : J require notice for this. 


ee tee ae ees a 
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SUGAR RATION IN URBAN AREAS 


*1421. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Wil the hon. Minister for 
Development be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether Government is aware of the fact that = 
sugar ration allowed in urban areas of the Punjab 
is smaller than the ration allowed in Delhi; 
4 
(b) the reasons for this difference ? 
The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa : = Di 
d 
(a) The answer is in the affirmative. , 
(b) The ration per head in this State is fixed on the basis 
of allocation of sugar made by the Central Government, 
All that is received is distributed. This disparity has been 
pointed out to the Centre. 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharmi: Is it a fact that this disparity 
exists between Delhi and Punjab? Is it also a fact that this 
disparity exist in Punjab too where in some areas more quota | 
of sugar is given than in the others ? = 
Minister: This disparity exists between Delhi and Punjab 
about which the question is concerned. 
Shri Dev Raj Sethi: May I know the reason why differential 
treatment is meted cut to the Punjab only ahen in the other State 
sugar quota is fixed at one seer per head. In the light of the above 
fact, why sugar quota of twelve chhatanks is fixed per head in the 
Punjab? | ~ 
Chief Minister: Better ask the Government of India. G 
Shri Dev Raj Sethi: [s not the Funjab Government 
responsible for it? Has it represented its case tothe Government 
of India. Have they refused to allocate more sugar to the Punjab ? 
Chief Minister: Jt is wrong to say that our request has been 


refused. The attention of Government of India has already been 
drawn to the disparity referred to. 


Nene 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 


Panjab Digital Library 


Starred Questions and Answers (4) 15 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Is it a fact that the same quota which 


was given in the previous quarter continues to be given now. What are 


the reasons for meting out this diferential treatment to the Punjab 
only? 


Chief Minister: Better ask the Government of India. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it a fact that the Government 
of India do not often accept the requests made by the Punjab 


Government? 


Á Mr. Speaker : Disallowed. 


Chief Minister: It may be probably due tọ those hon, 
Members who go there and make complaints against their Goverment. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: May I know if a disallowed question 


can be replied to ? ” 


Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar: the hon. Chief Minister has just 
now stated that it was better for the hon. Member to ask the 


Government of India. May I know if he is prepared to approach- 
the Government of India on behalf of this House for removing this 


disparity? 


Minister: We have represented our ‘case to the Government 
of India. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it within the knowledge of the 
Government that so far as this disparity regarding the allocation of 
sugar is concerned, some person has complained to the Government 
of India and has impressed upon them not to accept the requests 
made by the hon. Ministers ? | 


TRON AND STEEL SCANDAL CASES 


*1454. Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: Will the hon. Minister for 
Development be pleased to state :— . 
(a) whether any fresh cases after October, 1949, have been 
registered in addition to those already registered in 


connection with the iron and steel scandal ; 


(b) the total expenditure already incurred on the pending 
cases? 
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: a 
i 


i The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa : 


(a) No fresh case for contravention of Iron and Steel Control 
| Order was registered after October, 1949. 
(b) An expenditure of Rs. 54305/5/6 has been incurred in 


connection with iron and steel cases till 26-2-50. 7 
Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: May I know ifit was not felt 

i necessary to make necessary enquiries? 

j 

! Minister ; No enquiry was held. 

fi ~ 


i Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: Does this mean that nobody a 
_ resorted to blackmarketting? : 
Minister : yes. 
Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: Has the Government received 


any complaint in this connection. 


Minister: No complaint has been received by the Government. 


: Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar: Is it a fact that out of all the 
| cases pending with the Government, prosecutions in respect of 4 cases P 
| 


only haye been started so far? - 4 
Mr: Speaker: Jt does not arise. l 


| Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Have any instructions been issued 
| by the Government to the effect that efforts should not be made to 
| register such cases ? y 


Chicf Minister: Before my taking over the charge, it had been 
decided that prosecutions should be started in those cases only about 


which enquiries had been made and that other cases should not be 
dealt with. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Has the Government decided 
not to deal with other cases ? Is the public aware of this fact? 


Chief Minister: I do not know whether it is within the 
knowledge of the public. I only know the decision of the Government. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: May I know if the Government feels 


the necessity to revise its decision? 


Chief Minister: Itis being revised. 
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Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: Is the Government aware of the 
fact that during the regime of the previous Government, complaints 
were made to the effect that action was taken against some persons 
belonging to the other group? 


Chief Minister: But we have only one Government. 


REPRESENTATION FROM THE STAFF OF THE GOVERNMENT 
HOSIERY INSTITUTE, LUDHIANA 


*1488, Shrimati Sita Devi: Will the hon. Minister for 
Development be pleased to state ; 


(a) whether he has received any representation from the staff 
of the Government Hosiery Institute, Ludhiana, wherein 
serious charges of corruption, nepotism and favouritism 


have been made against the Principal of the Institution; 
(b) the action taken by the Government thereon? 
The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa : 
(a) No. | 
mi (b) Does not arise. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: May I know as to why enquiries have 
not been made by the hon. Minister in this matter? 


Minister: No such complaint has been received. The question 
of a reply does not arise. 


Mr. Speaker: When there has been no complaint what does 
the hon. Lady Member want to know? 


Shrimati Sita Devi: I had given notice of this question for 


making necessary enquiries, 


Chief Minister : According to the Rules when hon. Members give 
notices of questions, they have to say that they are responsible for the 
authenticity of those questions. In this case when the reply is that 
no representation was received, how did the hon. Lady Member 
authenticate the correctness of the question? 


P21) | 2 adele A A j i i 5 
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i Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: In view of this. fact that 


ae . f . j 3 “pe are! 
| Government; did not: receive any representation may'I know if it has 


i any knowledge about it? =<} cote so ~~ “ 

Mr. Speaker: Is that a question? | i 

i ? ios a a so, ONE nF , 

; Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Is it a fact that certain charges of í 
l 


: corruption have been made against the Principal of the Institute? 
Has the Government any knowledge about it? 


Chief Minister: If the hon’ Member gives notice, I shall make 


| enquiries. OR 3. ag ea D 
i i 
| f: Soo ~ 
| a TE an ER TORE ; 
i SPINNING AND WEAVING CENTRE, JULLUNDOR 
a 
| *1489.: Shrimati Sita Devi: Will the hon. Minister for 
l Developmeht be pleased to state :- 
(a) the number ef refugee women who are supplied cotton 
for Spinning by-the Government Weaving and Spinning 
Centre at Jullundur? 
(b) the average daily wages of a Spinner ; p 
(c) the monthly expenses for the up-keep of Spinning and 
-Weaving Centre at Jullundur? 
The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa : 
(a) There are 1C50 refugee Women who are supplied Cotton 
under the Cotton Spinning and Weaving scheme at 
Jullundur. 
| (b) Spinning is being done as a part-time supplementry 
occupation. A Spinner on an average earns from Rs. -/2/6 
to Rs -/3/- rer day by working from 4 to 5 hours a day. s 
(c) The monthly expenses for the up-keep of Spinning and y 
Weaving Centres at Jullundur is reported to be Rs. 5450 - 
Shrimati Sita Devi: The hon Minister has stated the number 
of refugee women who are supplied cotton for spinning, may I 
know/ if there are any refugee women there at present ? Is he aware 
ef the fact that at present there is no refugee woman there ? 


Mr. Speaker: I thank you for the information. 
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Shrimati Sita Devi: Isit a fact that theres no woman over 


` 1: pee bt e net ee: fi i 
Mr. Speaker: The hon. Lady Member is supplying rather than 


mE 


RERA seeking information. r aen aNg 


j Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: [Is it a fact that heaps of hand- 
woven and hand-spun cloth go on accumulating in these centres and 
that these are not easily sold in the market? a. 


i 


Chief Minister: Arrangements are iene mace to sell these. 


. Shrimati Sita Devi: Isit a fact that not even one per cent 
— income has accrued to these centres on which huge amounts are 
ie being spent? i De PRE ag 


Chief Minister : There is no loss whatsoever. 
Sardar Sajjan Singh : Has he ever inspected these centres? 
Minister for Development: Yes, now and then. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: Do those in charge of these centres 


x 


wear khaddar? 


A Minister: I don’t know. 


ee ee ee eaen 


v 


TRACTORS PURCHASED BY THE PUNJAB GOVERNMENT 


*1520. Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar: Will the hon. Minister 
for Development be pleased to state :— | 
(a) whether it is a fact that out of 126 tractors purchased by 
the Punjab Government through the Central Government 
only 38 tractors Were found to, be in working, 
Nn order ; 
yo (b) if the reply to part (a) above be in the affirmative, the 
circumstances under which the Punjab xovernment took 
delivery of such a large’ number of unserviceable 
tractors ; a 
(c) whether any enquiry has been made into this matter ; if so 
P the result thereof : 


; ‘ (a) the total amount paid bythe Government for all the, 
tractors ; ' 
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[Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar] 
(e) the steps taken by the Government to recover the value of 
; tractors which have been found to be unserviceable ? 


i =. The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa : ` 
i (a) Yes. p 

i (b) Soon after the partition of the Province, the Central 

i | Government were requested to purchase tractors for the 

cultivation of large tracts of land of evacuee Muslims ‘in - 

this State. The tractors purchased were worked in > this 


State by the Central Tractor Organisation of Government o 
of India upto the 3lst July 1949, when they were g 
; transferred to this Government, as the Central Government . 


were not prepared to work then on this Government’s 
! behalf any longer. ue to heavy and continuous working 
| ` for more than a year, most of the tractors were rendered 
_ = unworkable. The lack of spare parts also contributed to 
this state of affairs. Asthe tractors were originally 
purchased for this State, it was not possible to refuse to 
take them over. Most of the tractors have now been set 


"right and are working. S 7 


(c) No enquiry was necessary. The condition of tractors at 
the time of taking over was fully examined in the presence 
of the officers of the Government of India, and their 
signatures were taken on the statements showing the 
condition of each tractor taken over. Since then the | ; 
depreciated value of each tractor has also been obtained 


from the firms concerned. 
(d) No payment has been made to the Government of India 
-f so far. The matter is under correspondence with that 
Government. 


(e) In view of reply at (d) this does not arise. 


Mac l 


Shri Amar Nath Vidyaiankar: Is it a fact that out of 
the 269 unservicable tractors received by the Government of India 


88 tractors have come to the share of this State ? 


Chief Minister: We had to take all those tractors which 
were being used in this State by the Central Tractor Organisation. 
It is not true that we accepted any tractors used in other States. 


4 
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Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar: [s it nota fact that sometime 

back, Shri Jairamdas Daulatram while replying to a question in the 

Parliament stated that 298 such tractors were received by them as were 

aa not In working order ? The hon. Chief Minister has admitted in his 
- | reply that 88 unserviceable tractors have been received by them. May I 
know why our State has received such a large proportion of those 

unserviceable tractors anlif these unserviceable tractors will not 


hamper the work ? 


Cheif Minister: Some tractors were given by the Government 


` of India to the Central Tractor Organisation foruse on Muslim 
evacuee’s land in this State. They werein perfect working order 
; at that time, When the Government of India decided not to work them 
on our behalf any longer, these were handed over to us and 88 of them 
were not foundin working order. We have however purchased spare 
parts and these will he made fit again. 5 
Sardar Bachan Singh: Were they not in working order at 
the time when they were taken over by the Punjab Government ? 
. Chief Minister: It was after use for one year in this State 
4 
: that they became unserviceable. 
Sardar Bachan Singh : May I know the period after which each 
of the unserviceable tractors became unserviceable ? 
Chief Minister: I require notice for this. 
DISTRICT PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITEES 
ol *1360. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Chief Minister 
> + be pleased to state: ~ 
(a) the constitution of the District Public Relations Committees, 
their Rules of Procedure and the work entrusted to 
them ; 
~ (b) whether it has come to the notice of the Government. that 
; the district authorities generally do not like these 
i committees and are not enthusiastic about the- public 
po 3 co-operation ; 
Original with; ü 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; £ 


Panjab Jasni i a . 


Origin 
Punja 
Digiti 
Panjak 


i! 
B 
; 
| 
k 
q 
i 


: 
k 
t 
i 


e ea ee OY 


th; 
han Sabha 


ita 


e 


(4) 22 Punjab Legislative Assembly [9th March, 1950, 


[Pandit Shri Ram Sharma] 

(c) the districts in the State in which regular monthly 
meetings of the District Public Relations Committees have 
not been called and the districts where more than one 
such meeting is held in a month ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : 


(a) Two stateménts showing the constitution and functions of 
these Committees are laid on the table. f 


(b) No. In fact, reports from the District Officers show that 
the members of these Committees are, generally speaking 
not displaying much enthusiasm nor evincing a keen 
interest in their work. 

(c) First part. 

Regular monthly meetings could not be held in the districts 
of Gurdaspur, Jullundur, Hoshiarpur, Rohtak, Ludhiana 
and Hissar. j 

Second Part. 

Two meetings were held in the Gurgaon District in the months 
of June, July and October, 1949. 


Two meetings were held in the Ludhiana district in the month 
of June. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Has the Government got any. facts 
and figures as to the number of meetings called, the number of 
members who attended and the number of meetings where quorum 
was lacking ? If the Government has net got such figures, on what 
basis has it reached the conclusion that the members of these 


Committees are not evincing keen interest in their work ? 


Chief Minister: We do not have these figures but reports have 
reached us warranting this conclusion. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: How isit that in certain districts 


such as Rohtak and Ambala, the Deputy Commissioners have not 
called even a single meeting ? 


Minister for Land Revenue: Thank you for this information. 


tKept in the library. 
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Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Isit not a fact that in November 
Jast, Lala Duni Chand personally complained to the Chief Minister that 
the Deputy Commissioner of Ambala was not prepared to call a meeting 
nor hear any complaints from them and had told them that he would 
not calla meeting until a reply was received from the Government? 
How could the Public Relations Committees function under such 
circumstances ? 


Chief Minister: We shall have to write tothe Deputy 
Commissioner in order to ascertain this matter. As regards Lala 
Duni Chand, he told me so many things that I don’t. remember 
whether it was one of them. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Have any instructions been issued 
after the 18th October, modtfying the original provision that meetings 
of these Committees will be held every month ? É 


Chief Minister : No. No such instructions have been issued. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Has any Deputy Commissioner made. 
a reference for further instructions in this matter ? 


Chief Minister: If the hon. Member asks about any specific 
case, I will let him know, 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Have those Deputy Commissioners. 
been called to account for their negligence in not calling the meetings 
of these Committees ? | 


Chief Minister: No, no such explanation has been called. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : What is the cause of this negligence 
on the part of some Deputy Commissioners, despite clear instructions 
on the subject ? 


Chief Minister: I am not prepared to give a reply to this 
question, 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it not a fact that owing to change 
in the Ministry, the Deputy Commissioners thought that there was no 
longer any need to observe these instructions since the old arrangements 
would be discontinued. After all, what is the reason that in the 
beginning a good deal of interest was shown in the matter but later on 
the Government became lukewarm. i 
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Chief Minister: I am not prepared tə reply to this 
question. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Isit or is it not the policy of the 
Government to take action against those officers who do not comply 
with its instructions ? 


Chief Minister: Action is taken against those who do not 
observe our instructions. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: When the District Public Relations 
Committees were constituted it was a practice to hold one meeting in 


a month; may I know why regular monthly meetings of the 
Committees have not been called ? | 


Chief Minister: I am not prepared to reply to this 
question. 


Shri Virendra : May I know if the Government is prepared 
to consider denovo the question of reconstitution of this 


Committee ? 
Mr. Speaker: No inference please. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: May I know if the policy of the 


Government towards this committee continues to be the same or it 
has changed ? 


Chief Minister: I have already replied to this question. 


m es ee i ee I aan 


REPRESENTATION IN SERVICES OF CANDIDATES FROM 
HARYANA DISTRICTS 


*1363. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Premier be 
pleased to state :— 


(a) whether it has been bronght to his notice by Chaudhri 
Suraj Mal through a representation that in Government 
service, candidates from Haryana districts are 
ignored ; 

(b) the proportion of candidates from these districts to the 


total numbers accepted for the permanent and temporary 
posts filled before and after the last budget session ; 


~ 
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(c) whether any action was taken on the representation of 
Chaudhri Suraj Mal in regard to the recruitment of 
Assistant Superintendents of Jails and Labour Inspectors.; 


if so, with what result ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : 
(a) Yes. 


(b) This information is not readily available. It is regretted 
that the time and labour involved in its collection will 
not be commensurate with any benefit that may 


accrue. 


(c) Ist part. No, as representation to the various areas inthe , 
State cannot be given in view of the provisions of 
Article 10 (2) of the Constitution of India. 


2nd part. Does not arise. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Has the Government ever 


considered the question of giving adequate representation in 
Government services to the candidates of Haryana Prant ? 


Chief Minister: At present the policy of the Government is to 
recruit Punjabis in Government service and if suitable candidates are 
not available; the posts are thrown open to other people as well. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: [sit nota fact that the highly 
placed Government officers generally recommend the cases of persons 
of their own ilaqa and on account of poor representation in services 
of Pe Prant, candidates of these ilagas are ignored ? 


‘/ Mr. Speaker: No insinuation please. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it nota fact that persons of 
territorial units other than Haryana Prant are holding high posts in 


Government departments and they generally make selection of 
candidates of their own ilaqa ; if so, what steps the Government intend 
to take to` safeguard the interests of candidates of Haryana 


Prant ? 


Chief Minister: Gazetted posts are advertised and the 
recruitment in such cases is made by the Public Service Commission 
The Government has nothing to do in the matter. 


eee ete seg a nT 
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Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Isit not a fact that after the 
names of suitable candidates for the posts of E. A. Cs. and Tehsildars 
are submitted to the Public Service Commission, the candidates who 
have no member of their own ilaga on high posts to select names for 


rates Public Service Commission stand absolutely no chance of 
selection ? 


Chief Minister: Ifthe hon. Member quotes any particular 
instance, I will make enquiry into the matter. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: [sit not a fact that persons 
belonging to Rohtak, Hissar, Gurgaon, Karnal, and Kangra are not 


generally recommended as there is no departmental head belonging to 
these districts ? 


va Mr. Speaker: I would not allow this question. 


Chief Minister: The Heads of Departments recommended the 
names of suitable candidates from their ministerial establishment to 
the Cheif Secretary who puts up the case to the Minister and after 
his approval, the names of such persons are forwarded to the Public 
Service Commission. 


N 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is not the Chief Secretary apt to 
show favouritism ? 


Chief Minister: It is not necessary that the Minister may 
always agree to the proposals of Chief Secretary. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May 1 know if the hon. Chief 
Minister would show some sympathy to the candidates of these four 
or five districts in order to give due share in services to these 
candidates? 


Chief Minister: I myself belong to that ilaqa and itis just 
possible that a charge of favouritism may be levelled against me. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the Government try to make 
up the deficiency in Government service and give due representation 
to the candidates of these districts ? 


Chief Minister: If suitable persons are available Government 
will take steps to absorb them in Government services. 


a 
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Shri Prabodh Chandra: On a point of order Sir, I want 
your ruling on the point whether a Minister can prompt a member 
of the House to put a certain supplementary question. In this case 
the hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad sent a chit to Shri Virendra to 


put a supplementary question asking whether the composition of 
public relations commitees was on party lines ? 


Chief Minister: This is a wrong insinuation and the hon. 
Member should wirhdraw it. 

Shri Prabodh Chandra: Only the hon. 
can say 


Minister for Labour 
hether he sent a chit or not. 


Mr. Speaker: I do not want that such insinuations shoulg 
be made on the floor of the House. 
he should withdraw it ? 


If the hon. Member is not sure 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Sir, let the hon. Minister deny what 

2 a 

I have said. 
Fe Speaker: I do not know whether it is correct or not but 


all the same if it has been done there seems to be no harm in it: 
Next question, please. 


er ee 


REPRESENTATION IN SERVICES OF HARYANA PEOPLE 


*1364. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the ton. Chief 
Minister be pleased to state :— | 


(a) whether the Government is aware of the fact that in 
Government services the representation of the Haryana 
people of Rohtak, Gurgaoan, Hissar and Karnal districts is 
negligible ; 


(D) whether Government has come to a decision that all 


territorial units are represented in the services; « 


(c) the steps Government proposes to take to make up their 
deficiency in services ; if not, why not ? 


Origin 
Punja 
Digiti 


Panjab 


vith; 
dhan Sabha 


by; 
) 


e 


(4) 28 ; Punjab Legislative Assembly. (9th March 1950 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : 
(a) No. i 
/ 
(b) No definite decision as suggested has been taken. But 


an effort will be made that all areas get adequate 
representation. 


(c) Does not arise. 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the Government take 


necessary steps to collect figures to know as to which districts are 
poorly represented in Government service ? 


Chief Minister: Steps will be taken if considered necessary. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: What methods will be adopted to 


collect this information ? 


Chief Minister: The hon. Member cannot force me te do 
anything which I do not consider necessary. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it not the misfortune of the 
candidates of these districts that they are ignored in Government 
services because the Chief Minister also belongs to Hissar ? 


Chief Minister: It is my misfortune that I cannot solve their 


difficulties. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


TRAVELLING ALLOWANCE DRAWN BY MAGISTRATES AND 
GAZETTED POLICE OFFICERS 


400. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be 
pleased to State :- 


(a) the total amount of Travelling Allowance drawn by each 
of the Magistrates and the Gazetted Police Officers of the 
state during the year 1949 ; 
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fSardar Sajjan Singh] 
(b) whether any Government vehicles “have been placed at 
the disposal of any of the aforesaid officers; if so, the 
names of such officers together with the particulars of 


mmr 

! 

hos vehicles used by them ; 

| (c) the names of the magistrates and gazetted police officers 

| who are in possession of their own motor vehicles ; 

a (d) the period spent by each of the Magistrates in Camps out 

: " of the district headquarters during the year 1949 ? 

i The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: If this information is 
collected the results will not be commensurate with the labour 
involved. y 


CRIMINAL CASES OF VILLAGE SUR SINGH, DISTRICT AMRITSAR 


401. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be 


pleased to state:- 


(a) the number of cases relating to village Sur Singh registered 
at Bhikhiwind Police Station of Amritsar District from 


1-7-44 to 30-6-49; 


(b) the nature and number of the cases, referred to above, of 


each category ; 


(c) the number of the cases which were traced and sent up for 
trial in the courts of law during the aforesaid period; 


(d) the number of murder cases traced and sent up for trial 
during the aforesaid period; 

(e) the number of the cases registered at other than Bhikhiwind 
police station against the inhabitants of this village ; 


' (f) the population of this village according to the last census 
! and the ratio of crime per thousand of population ? 
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The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : 


(a) 143 
(b) Statement attached. $ 
(c) 85 ~ 
(d) 7 
(e) 95 
(f) 7127-Ratio of crime per Thousand; 20 
‘ . | a, 
| CRIMINAL. CASES OF VILLAGE KAIRON, DISTRICT AMRITSAR = 
| 402. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be ‘ 
| pleased to state :— 
j | 
| (a) the total number of cases relating to village Kairon 
registered at Police Station Sarhali, district Amritsar 
from ł-2-46 to 31-1-50; 
(b) the nature and the number of the cases referred to above 
of each category; 
| (c) the number of the cases of each category mentioned in x 
| part (b) above traced and seat up for trial in the courts 
| of law during the aforesaid period ; 
(d) the number of the cases of kind in which accused were 
convicted by the trial courts ; 
(e) the number of cases registered against the inhabitants 
| of this village during the aforesaid period at other than 
| Sarhali Police Station ; 
7 (f) the population of the village according to the last census K 
i 


| and the ratio of crime per thousand of the population. 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : 


(a) 78 
f (b), (c) & (4). Kindly see attached statement. $ 
| (e) 16 


(f) 3389-Ratio of crime per thousand: 23 
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CRIMINAL CASES IN SMALL TOWN COMMITTEE AREAS OF 
AMRITSAR DISTRICT 


403. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be 
pleased to state :- 


(a) the names of the areas where Small Town Committees 
exist at present in the Amritsar district ; 


(b) the number of the criminal cases registered at the police 
stations from areas covered by these small Town Committees aung the 
period 1.2.45 to 31.1.50. 


(c) the nature and number ofthe crimes committed of each 
category ; 

(d) the number of the cases of each category traced and 
sent up for trial in the courts during the aforesaid period. 

(e) the number of the cises of each category in which accused 
were convicted during the aforesaid period ; 

(f) the number of the cases registered at other than the 
local police post, or police stations against the inhabitants of each of 
the areas mentioned above ; 

(g) the population of each of the above small town areas ; 


(h) the ratio of crime per thousand of population in each area ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: Reply is contained 
(Clause-wise) in the attached statement. f 


LAND IN VILLAGE BAHAR NARDO, TEHSIL KASUR 


404, Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for 
Rehabilitation be pleased to state :- 

(a) whether the revenue records of villige Bahari Hardo, 
Tehsil Kasur, District Lahore (Pakistan) have been received by the 
Government from Pakistan; | 

(b) the grade in which the land of the aforesaid village has 
been placed ; 

(c) the total area of the land attached to this village together 
with area of nehri land, barani land, banjar qadim, banjar jadid 
separately; 
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(d) whether any land in lieu of the baraai, banjar qadim 
and banjar jadid has been given to the owners of this village under 
| the quasi permanent allotment scheme ; 


(e) the definition of (a), (b) and (c) grades of land ? 


The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi : 
(a) Yes. 


(b) Grade IT. 


| ~“ 
| (c) Total area .. 7738 acres. i: 
| Nehri. u 4686 acres. ‘ 
| Barani ...... -836 acres. ' | 

| Chahi ... .o12 acres. 

1 Chahi thur ..... 4 acres. 

jl Banjar jadid .68 acres. 
| Banjar qadim...227 acres. 

| Thur...... .1008 acres. 

j Ghair-mumkin. .597 acres. 

(d) All kinds of cultivated land and banjar jadid lands have > 


| been valued for quasi permanent allotment. 


(e) Land with a valuation of 154 annas and above is classed 
as grade I; 


Land with a valuation of 13 annas or more but less than 154 
annas is classed as grade II ; l 


Land with a valuation of 104} annas and above but less than 
| 13 annas is classed as grade III ; and 
Land with a valuation below 104% annas is graded as IV class. 


kas 
AGREES ppsa TRAE 


EXPENDITURE ON THE POLICE DEPARTMENT 


405. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be 
| pleased to state whether the answer to my unstarred question No. 303 f 
j put on 11th october 1949 is ready. 


| The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: Yes. f 


+ Vide page (2) 22 of Vol. IV and also Appendit to that Volume 
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HIRE FOR MOTOR LORRY VEHICLES 


406. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for 
ae Education be pleased to state whether reply to my unstarred question 
No, 309 put by me on 11.10.49 is ready ? 


The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh: The information asked for 
unstarred question No. 309 + has been collected and is sent herewith. 


t 
Y BICYCLES FOR POLICE 


407. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be 
pleased to state whether answer to my unstarred question No. 332 put 
on 24-10-49 is ready ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: Yes. A copy of the 


answer is attached. $ 
x 


e E te NM 


POINT OF PRIVILEGE 


T Mehta Ranbir Singh: On a point of privilege, Sir. The 
Members of the Assembly have a right to move resolutions in the 
House. Certain restrictions have, however, been laid on the contents of 
resolutions. I will in this connection invite your attention to Rules 120 
and 12. Rule 121 deals with the form of resolutions while Rule 120 
lays down certain restrictions. I gave notice of a resolution which was 
duly admitted. I received a letter from the Assembly Office that my 


resolution had survived the ballot. I will read out the resolution. 


. Mr. Speaker : It is not necessary for the hon. Member to read 
ap out the resolution. For his information I may inform the hon. Member 
oo that Į could disallow it in the very beginning as it was not in proper 
| form, but I did not do so and instead of that asked the hon. Member 
3 that, keeping in view the financial implications of the resolution, he 
should not press it, but he persisted. The resolution suggested that 
an Anti-corruption Officer should bo elected on the basis of adult 


rer | franchise which, if accepted, would mean a huge cost to the State 


. t Kept in the Library 
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Exchequer. I, however, amended the resolution and admitted it in an 
amended form. By mistake the office sent a copy of the resolution 
to the hon. Member in its original form and when that mistake came 
to my notice I ordered that the mistake should be rectified, so that 
there is no question of privilege. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: If you kindly listen to me, I will 
expla 6 you my view point also. 


Mr. Speaker: I have explained to the hon. Member the whole ~ 
position in detail and I would ask him to accept it and there the p 
matter ends. As Ihave said I could have straighaway disallowed 
the resolution. The hon. Member should be thankful to me that 
I admitted it in an amended form. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Sir, did you not go out of your 7 
way to oblige the hon. Member ? ~ 2 


Mr. Speaker: Of course, I did. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : The Speaker had no right to disallow = 
it if it was admissible under the rules. This House is being governed 
in a dictatorial manner. 


Mr. Speaker: Order, Order. I take strong exception to these 
remarks The hon. Member must withdraw them. 


Pa Mehta Ranbir Singh: I withdraw those remarks. Still I 
maintain that the hon. Speaker could amend the resolution in form 
and not/in substance. 


E Mr. Speaker : The hon. Member is interpreting tbe rules in a = 
| wrong way. | g 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : I protest against these arbitrary rulings 


and I withdraw from the Chamber as a protest. (/ nterruptions and noise) 
j 


Mr. Speaker: Get out, then. 
(At this stage Mehta Ranbir Singh withdrew from the Chamber) 
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REFERENCES TO LATE SHRI SARAT CHANDRA BOSE 
AND DR. SACHCHIDANANDA SINHA. 


Chief Minister (The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava): Sir, 
with your permission I wish to make a reference to the death of two 
eminent leaders of our country, namely, Shri Sarat Chandra Bose and 
Dr. Sachchidananda Sinha. 


In the death of Shri Sarat Chandra Bose, India has lost one 
of her most distinguished sons who had made a name for himself not 
only asa lawyer but also asa politician. He played an eminent part 
in India’s struggle for freedom. He was a member of the Congress 
Working Committee for many years and also a member of the Centra] 
Legislative Assembly where he was chosen as the Leader of the 
Congress Assembly Party becoming in 1946 a Member of the Interim 
Government. Although he had parted company with his old comrades 
in the Congress and had become one of their severest critics, yet no 
one can deny the notable service that he rendered to the cause of 
freedom in this country. His passing away at this most crucial 
juncture has deprived Bengal of the services of one of her most 
distinguished sons who could have contributed a great deal towards | 
the ‘restoration of pace and amity among the people of Bengal. - 
The tragedy is, therefore, all the more poignant not only for Bengal 
but for the whole of India. 


Dr. Sachchidananda Sinha of Bihar who died last Monday 
morning belonged to a generation of distinguished Indians who played 
a notable part in the recent history of India. He has left an indelible 
mark on the political, social and cultural life of the country. Dr. 
Sinha held the highest offices that an Indian could aspire for, and 
was the first elected Deputy President of the Indian Legislative 
Assembly. He was the first Finance Member of the Government of 
Bihar and Orissa and was also the President of the Legislative 
Council. He was twice elected member of the Imperial Legislative 
Council and in 1933 was specially invited to appear before the 
Joint Parliamentary Committee on Indian Reforms and submitted 
a lengthy memorandum on the White Paper. Besides his 
parliamentary and administrative activities, Dr. Sinha was a 
journalist, educationist, litterateur and above all a humanitarian of 
the highest order. It would be no exaggeration to say as has 
been ~ declared by Dr. Rajindra Prasad, our President, that he was 


the father of modern Bihar. He was the. Vice-Chancellor of the 
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‘Patna University for a long time and the Assistant Editor of the 
‘Leader’ and later the founder editor of the “Hindustan Review” 
since 1899 with a brief interval. The greatest honour came to him 
in 1946 when he was elected as the first Provisional President of the 
Indian Constituent Assembly of which he was the senior-most Member, 
Dr. Sinha combined in himself the rare combination of all that is 
best in the East and in the West and in his passing away the country — 
has lost one of her most distinguished and brilliant sons. 


I am sure that the House will join me in conveying the 
condolences of this House to the members of the families of both ` 
these departed leaders. 
o 
Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, I associate myself with the 
observations made by the Leader of the House on the passing away 
of the two eminent and outstanding personalities of our country. 
As a homage to those distinguished persons, I would request the 
hon. Members to rise in their seats and observe silence for two 
minutes. 


(Members rose in their seats and stood in silence for two 


minutes). 


Mr. Speaker: J hope I have the permission of the House to 
send messages of condolence to the members of the bereaved 
families. | | 


Hon. Members: Yes., * 


RESOLUTIONS 
NATIONALIZATION OF MOTOR TRANSPORT 


Sardar Dalip Singh Kang (Ex-Member West Punjab Assembly 
representing Lyallpur East, Sikh, Rural) (Punjabi): T move- 


| That this Assembly recommends to the Government to postpone its scheme 
for the Nationalization of Motor Transport in the State for five years, aad 


~x A fetter has since been received by the Assembly Department from Shri 
Radhakrishna Sinha, son of late Dr. Sachchidananda Sinha, acknowledging with 


thanks the messige of condolence. 
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Sardar Dalip Singh Kang (Ex. Member West Punjab Assembly 
representing Lyallpur East, Sikh, Rural) (Punjabi): Sir, I beg 
to move- : l | 


This Assembly recommends to the Government to postpone its scheme for 
the nationalization of Motor Transport in the State for five years. l 


Mr. Speaker, I have given a good deal of thought to the 

subject of the resolution which I have moved. I have examined it 

from the point of view of the Government, of the transport operators _ 
and also of the public. The Government desires to nationalize transport 

with a view to balance its Budget. It also desires that the 

roads should not be damaged. The public look at this problem 

from the point of view of their convenience. They want to have 

cheap, punctual and comfortable transport. Operators. wish to earn 

a respectable living as they have been doing up till now. They ask 

why if they have been carrying on a trade for the past several years, 

they should not be permitted to continue it. Also when the 

Constitution guarantees freedom to all citizens of. the Union, why 

should motor-transport-operators be deprived of the freedom to carry 
on a trade which they took several years to build? Jn this 
connection, I wish to quote Article 19 (1) (g) of the Constitution. 

It relates to the ‘Right of the Freedom’ and reads thus-~ 


< All citizens shall have the right— 
(g) to practise any profession, or to Carry on any occupation, trade or 


business.’ 


Under the provisions of this Article, the transport operators 
demand that they should be at liberty to carry on their business and 
should not be deprived of it soon after the enforcement of the 
Constitution. If the Government found any defect in their work, it 
had the right to demand their removal, but taking over of motor- 
transport service without any fault on the part of the operators would 
be an attack on their fundemental rights. It would be noticed that 
motor transport operators mostly belong to rural areas. The y k now only 
three professions, viz., soldiering, peasantry and operating of motor 
transport. I have noticed that whenever these rural people tried 
their hands on other professions, they failed miserably. Iknow of a 
case where some rural persons started a newspaper. Within three ' 
or four months of its commencement, they suffered a loss of about 


thirty to forty thousand rupees. 


~ 
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Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Are you referring to Chaudhri 


Kartar Singh’s paper. ? 


Sardar Dalip Singh Kang: Yes, I was referring to his case. ea 
In that type of work which involves hard work, it is the rural people 
who can succeed. Every body must have seen transport operators at 
work during day and night. Punjabees have been successful in 
transport business, not only in this State but in other places also. 
In Calcutta I found that the Punjabees were very successful as 


motor-transport operators. I enquired from those persons as to 
what they would do if the Government of that State decided to T a 
nationalize their trade. They replied that 1f the Government did so 


it would not succeed, I was told that the Government had made an 


effort in that direction but had come tothe conclusion that they 
only these hardy transport- 


Could not do so successfully. It is 
In Calcutta, 


operators who could work for eighteen hoursa day. 
almost all the buses are driven by Punjabee drivers, because it js 

a very arduous task. Ifthe Government deprives these persons of 

their work, they will have to take to some other profession. Another 

task which they are fit for is the use of the sword. The Government 

cannot absorb all these persons in the armed forces and naturally most A 

of them would create lawlessness. Taking all these things into 

consideration, I ask the Government not to deprive these 

persons of a trade in which they have been engaged for the past 


several years. Most of the transport operators had to sell their 
lands for purchasing motor-lorries. After making gradual progress 
is at 


they are earning a respectable livelihood now. Bus-service 
present functioning better than even the railways. In the trains 
there is usually great rush of passengers and sometimes these trains do 


not arrive and depart punctually. Motor-transport, on the other hand, 
Except in the case of | AL 


has become regular as well as punctual, 
against 


perhaps one “or two companies, the public has no complaint 
transport service. If the public is assured that by nationalizing motor- 
transport, the Government would make it cheaper, they might change 
their views. So far as I know, the Government will not be able to 
make it cheaper. Their object app:ars to be to make money. 


The first thing which the Government would have to de 


after nationalization of motor transport, would be to obtain motor- 
buses. We know the condition of the motor-lorries owned by the 
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Government. In order to save the tyres of these 
completely damaged, wooden beams have now been placed under 


them. Private owners are always more careful about their buses 
than the Government can be with regard to its own. 


lorries from being 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Why not change such a Government? 


Sardar Dalip Singh Kang :[t was changed but we got a worse 
Government. 


After nationalizing motor-transport, the Government will have 
to do all the work connected with it. It is known to everybody 
that it is only the private owners who can keep machinery in good 
order. When drivers are not interested in the carriages driven — by 
them, they will not take proper care of them. The Government 
buses which are in use at present have already depreciated a great 
deal. New buses will have to b2 obtained from foreign countries, 
Foreign exchange would be required for that purpose.’ The 
Government of India as you know, Sir, wishes the minimum amount > 
of dollers to be used. If the transport-operators are permitted to 
carry on their work, they will be able to use their buses for about 
five years more. After the Government takes these over, these — 
would become useless within two years and new buses would have to 
be imported. Et has been noticed that whenever the Government 


takes over a running concern, the efficiency ofits working 
decreases. Government can very well do those things which are 
meant for the benefit of the public. For example, if a canal has 
to bé dug, this work can be efficiently done by the Government 
because in that case there is no consideration of the expenditure 
involved in it. But if the Government takes into its own hands concerns 
which are feeding thousands of people, it cannot be a wise policy. And 
then it is just possible that the Government might fail in this venture: 
It should not therefore take the risk of nationalization unless it is 
cent per cent sure of its success, In fact, the facts and figures 
given by the Government are generally misleading and hide real facts. 
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: The .Government, I think, is tempted to take this business in 
its own hands for it finds that the traasport operators are making 
profits. Doubtless they earn profits, but the Government lacks the 
efficiency of the private operators who can putin more hard work iia 
even. During the last two years we have noticed that there is i 
scarcity of efficient and honest men in services. Itis, as a matter 

of fact, our ill-luck that we have not produced şo far honest 

| administrators. We find that most of the people in services are 
selfish. I feel, however, that by and by we shall get honest’ persons 
into the services who would give priority to their duties over their 
selfish interest. But at the present moment they are rare. Under =i 
these conditions, it is not wise to nationalize the transport. The public r 


at present, is- satisfied with the work of the transport operators « 
because they try to please them. They are rightly serving their 


masters i. e..public and hence they may be allowed to continue 
their service, 

The second cause:of this move for nationalization is the fact 
that the Central Government is trying to eliminate the competition of 
railways .with the motor transport. That is why it is exerting 
pressure over our Government. Butin our State there is no such 
competition because the railways as well as motor transport are 
carrying passengers to their full capacity. 

Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: On a point of order, Sir. 
The resolution asks for postponement of nationalization of road 
transport for 5 years. The mover should address his arguments to 
that effect but he has been so far saying that nationalization should 
be abandoned. It means that he is going beyond the scope of the 
resolution which is on the order paper. He can give reasons why it 
should be postponed for 5 years. He should not give reasons why 
nationalization should be abandoned altogether. * a 


i Sardar Dalip Singh Kang: I am saying that the scheme of i 
nationalization should be postponed for 5 years. Perhaps the hon. 
Member did not listen to me. | 

Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: T am listening to your speech 
most attentively. I have noted down the points. 

Mr. Speaker : He can say that the arguments he has advanced i 
apply to postponement. 

Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: What has been said is for 


| : ” 
abandonment How can it apply to postponement ? 
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Sardar Dalip Singh Kang: Sir, ï was saying that the 
nationalization of motor transport should be postponed for five years. 
My first submission was that there are no efficient persons in the 
administration at the present time, who can take over the work of 
transport. Secondly we shall be saved from importing new vehicles 
for the next five years. Thirdly I pointed out that the Central 
Government is exerting pressure on our Government for nationalizing 
transport in order to eliminate rail road competition. | 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: On a point of order, Sir. He is 
talking something about the Central Government. He is saying that 
Centre is doing this and that. He must be definite about what he 
says or he should not make such statements. 


Mr. Speaker: He means that it may be possible. 


Sardar Dalip Singh Kang: So I was saying, Sir, that in 
Punjab there is no dearth of passengers both for railways and the 
motor transport. Both are carrying passengers to their full capacity. 
This difficulty can arise only if the train service is expanded and in 
that case remedies can be found. But at present there is no such 
difficulty. 


The transport operators now engaged in the business are 
mostly agriculturists and ex-military men who invested money in it 
after selling their lands. These people will be ruined in case their 
business is taken by the Government. The compensation that the 
Government proposes to give them, will not be adequate, nor would 
they be able to start any other business. In fact, it is thes policy of 
every good Government to put as little burden on the land as possible. 
In Punjab the land holdings are very limited; the average holding here 
is only 2} acres. It is not possible for these people to eke out their 
living from such small holdings. If they have found an avenue for 
themselves against the wishes of the Government, it should as a» 
matter of fact welcome it. What is required isto absorb surplus 
agriculturist population in industry and not to inerease ne pressure 
on land. ` a, 

Again some people think that in view of the coming elections 
this business should remain non-political in nature so that it may 
be able to provide equal facilities to all parties. If after five years it 
is found that the pressure on agriculture has decreased and the land 
holdings have become economic and the surplus . agriculturist 


r 
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population has been absorbed in industry, the Government can 
consider this matter of nationalization. Moreover by that time we 
would have known the result of experiments that are now being 
conducted by other Governments. We should wait and see lest we 
should fail along with others. I am sure we shall be able to arrive at a 
definite decision on the basis of others people’s experience, after five 
years. This Resolution, therefore, is most apt from the points of 
view of the Government, public and transport operators. With 
these words, I resume my seat. i s 


Mr. Speaker: Resolution moved— 


This Assembly recommends to the Government to postpone its scheme 
for the Nationalization of Motor Transport in the State for d 
years. | l 


Sardar Ishar Singh Mujhail (Amritsar North, Sikh, Rural) 
(Punjabi): Sir, I stand in support of the Resolution moved by Sardar 
Dalip Singh Kang. I feel that at present the means of Road 
Transport in the State of Punjab are better and more comfortable 
than those in any other State. No other State can compete us in 
this matter. This is all due to the indefatigable efforts and hardwork 
of those whom our present. Government now wishes to deprive of their 
livelihood by means of the proposed scheme of nationalization. In 
my opinion this is quite, unfair and hard to them. We should recall to 
mind those difficult times when after the First Great War the poor and 
brave soldiers who had borne great risks to, their lives in the 
battle fields all over the world were discharged. The Government of 
that time could not provide any means of livelihood to all of them. 
They had to provide it themselves. With exceptional courave and 

patience they laboured through this business. The little experience 
of driving they got during war, they utilized in their new trade 
These poor people, some of them by selling their little shops and 
cottages and others by mortgaging their lands, managed somehow or 
other to buy lorries in order to make a living for their families. [| 
remember in those early days it was very difficult to find a lorry for 
going to Lahore from Amritsar. On the way if any defect in the 


engine occured, the operator would try his level best to remove it 
even ata great personal discomfort and.carry the passengers to their 
destination, The condition of the roads then was not what we find 
it now-a-davs. Now we cannot even imagine the condition ol, the 
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roads of those days. Under those difficult circumstances the 
operators did a yeoman’s work and served the State faithfully. T 
have mentioned these facts in order that the hon. Members might feel 
that the present palatial structure of transport in Punjab was, in 
fact, built upon the hard work and laborious toils of the operators in 
those early days when there were no good roads. I think this fact 
should not be lost sight of, that the present good management of the 
Transport Companies in Punjab is the result of the initiative and 
courage of the individual operators who madea beginning in this 
direction in those difficult days when they had to sell their properties 
for this purpose. We should appreciate the endeavours of these 
jndividuals.who fought against odds. If we bring to our minds the 
picture of those days when there were no ‘Adas‘, the efforts made and 
the amounts spent by these persons to give a shape to them are worth 
admiring. We will have to admit that at that stage of motor 
transport the part played by the operators was remarkable. In 
spite of Rail Road competition they went on with the improvements 
needed for the comfort of the passengers. What I wish to submit is 
that in spite of difficulties they continued serving the people in those 
days when the State could not enter upon this enterprise. They 
undertook risks. They passed through difficult times. But still 
they continued their service tothe Province and the people 
unflinchingly. I think we should also call to mind the services they 
rendered to the Province in the dark days of 1947 when lakhs of our 
kith and kin were stranded in West Punjab. At great personal risk 
the motor operators did a fine job. They rendered an invaluable 
service to humanity by bringing those unfortunate victoms of. 
human frenzy to East Punjab. We will, indeed, be very ungrateful 
and thankless persons if we try to fill our treasury at the expense of 
such people. I would request the Government to be sympathetic to 
them. Sir, my submission is that those who wish to nationalize 
Motor Transport in Punjab fail to admire the services rendered by 
this section of our society. Asa matter of fact, those who have 
rendered a unique service in the sphere of evacuation after partition 
and who have built up this trade after a good deal of hardship and 
suffering and who, indeed, have put their life blood in it for the sake of 


service to the people at large, deserve to be praised and rewarded for 


their steadfastness and courage. 
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Another important point towhich I wish to draw the 
attention of the House through you, Sir, is that in other States of 
India the Punjabees are mainly engaged in the work of Moto 
Transport. If we nationalize motor transport her: it will mean an 
encouragement to other States to follow suit. Thus the Punjabees there 
will be hard hit. I may point out that in Bengal alone no less than fifty 
thousand Punjabi families entirely depend upon the motor transport 
industry. I would sound a note of warning to the Government that 
if transport is nationalised in the Punjab, it will have serious reper- 
cussion in other States of India wherein Punjabi operators are ply- 
ing their trade profitably. Asa result of the nationalization policy 
of the Government of the Punjab, other States will naturally be dis- 
posed to adopt it to the great detriment of the Punjabi operators 
who will be thrown out of employment. Thus they wou.d virtually 
be reduced to the position of refugees and we would be inviting these 
ruined people to come back to their native State with the result that 
our already shattered economy will deteriorate still further. I have given 
only the figures of Bengal and I believe that an equally large number 
of Punjabi operators are working in other States. I submit even at 
the risk of repetition that nationalization of motor transport here is 
bound to adversely affect the Punjabi operator who is known as an 
adventurer and a pioneer in this industry in other States of India. 
He sold all his property and under great risks invested his money in 
the motor transport and after putting in hard work built up this trade 
here and outside this State. It, therefore, ill-behoves a popular 
Government like the one we have now to deprive these operators of 
the fruits of their labour. I do not think that any democratic 
Government would ever take any step which wil be instrumental in 
bringing about unemployment in the country. I would request the 
Government that before undertaking nationalization of motor trans- 
port it should try to understand the difficulties and hardships to 
which the operators would be put. I think that my hon. Friend Sardar 
Dalip Singh has not asked for the moon from the Government while 
demanding the postponement of nationalization of motor transport in 
the State, for five years. I feel it would have been in the fitness 
of things if the Punjab Government had followed in the footsteps of 
Central Government in this matter. You will perhaps remember, Sir 
that some time ago the Government of India announced its decision 
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not to nationalize big industries for 10 years. Ifon similar lines, the 
Punjab Government too had made an announcement that for ten 
years the motor transport in the State would not be nationalised, they 
would have earned the goodwill and gratitude of the people. Since 
the resolution demands postponement of nationalization’ of motor 
transport for five years only, I have no way left but to support it. 


I have no mind to take much time of the House. I would, 
however, impress upon the hon. House the desirability of giving a 
fair deal to the operators. I think we should feel proud of their 
achievement in which people of no other State can excel them. 
Besides, we should not be oblivious of the services they have 
rendered at great personal risk during the fateful days of evacuation of 
refugees from Pakistan. If we cannot remain ever grateful to them 
for these services, by altogether abandoning the scheme of nation- `, 
alization of motor transport, we should at least give them some res- 
pite by removing the sword of Democles hanging over their heads. 
They are in perpetual fear of their trade being taken over by the 
Government. We should tell them that at least for five years the 
motor transport industry will not be nationalized, and that they 
could continue undisturbed, but they must make improvements in this 
industry. With these words I support the resolution under discussion. 


(Mr. Speaker called upon Shri Kedar Nath Saigal to speak.) 


Shri Virendra: On a point of order, Sir. I think it would be 
better if all the amendments to this resolution are moved so‘that hon. 
Members could discuss them along with the resolution. | 

Mr. Speaker: There is one amendment in the name of Shri 
Bhagat Ram Chodha, but he has not stood up to move it. 


Shri Virendra: There is one amendment by Shri Dev Raj Sethi. 
It should also be moved. | 


Mr. Speaker: Since I have called upon the hon. member Shri 
Kedar Nath Saigal to speak, the amendments will be moved after he 
has finished. 


Shri Kedar Nath Saigal (Amritsar, General, Rural) ( Hindustani) 
Sir, the intention of the Government is to nationalize the motor 
transport industry and the resolution under consideration seeks its 
postponement for five years. I am of the opinion that no useful 
purpose would be served by launching this scheme without first 
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ascertaining the income or having the exact idea of the revenue 
that would accrue to the Government from this venture. I fully 
realize that not only this but also other major industries should 
also be nationalized. But before embarking on this scheme indis- 
criminately, we must take into consideration the pros and cons of 
the matter. Government should see that before undertaking to 
nationalize one particular industry, whether there. are any other 
equally important industries, the nationalization of which can safely be 
proceeded with. (Hear, hear) For instance we have sugar industry 
and textile industry. Why should not these have precedence in the 
scheme of nationalization of industries? (Hear, hear), The owners of 
sugar factories and textile mills have amassed wealth amounting 
to crores of rupees by indulging in blackmarketing of these two 
commodities. If Government nationalizes these industries first, it 
can earn huge profits. It would be doing great service to the 
Punjab because on the one hand jt would be eradicating black 
market and on the other it would be making these commodities 
available to the public at convenient rates. Besides, enhanced 
revenues resulting from nationalization of these industries could be 
utilized for the betterment of the public. I see no reason why 
the poor operators who have built up this industry with the 
sweat of their brow and by selling their property and investing tie 
proceeds in it, should be deprived of their livelihood’ They work 
from dawn to dusk and vice versa and yet we are not sure whether 
these people are able to earn sufficiently to keep body and 
soul together. In this connection I may point out that the 
Transport Minister in the previous Ministry issued licences of lorries 
in such large numbers that the value of trucks worth 10 thousand 
rupees sometime ago, had considerably depreciated. As a matter 
of fact these operators are running their business at a loss. So 
whenever I find that the Government wants to nationalize the 
motor transport industry, I feel that it is taking a step in the 
wrong direction. Now the Government wants to take over it because 
it expects large profits. But I fail to see how it would 
achieve its object unless it enhances the fare from five pies 
to seven pies per mile. The Railway Administration is literally 
looting the travelling public by charging heavy fares. I am 
reminded of how the motor transport industry brought the railway, 
to” their knees. Some years ago when we were at Lahore, I remember 
that the railway fare from Amritsar to Lahore used to be 12 annas. The 
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A 
motor lorries competed with the railway and brought the fare to the 
paltry sum of annas four. As a result of this competition, the 
Railway authorities were compelled to reduce their fare by fifty per 
cent. What I want to drive at is that Government should allow 
this competition to continue. It is in the interest of the public. 
Now nationalization of transport is sought with a view to benefit- 
ting the people; but if the people whom we want to serve are 
adversely affected, then what useful purpose would be served by 
taking this step? Then, Sir, so far as my knowledge goes, the 
number of lorries at present plying in the State is about 1,200. 
There are about 5,000 share holders of all the Transport Compa- 
nies in the State. Besides, there are 1,500 drivers, 1,500 cleaners, 300 
clerks, 100 mistries and about 4co menials. It is clear from this that 
about 9800 souls are earning their livelihood from this private business- 
If we add the number of family members of this establishment we 
will find that about 50,000 people would be deprived of their bread 
if motor transport is nationalized. If the,operators are deprived 
of their business, they will be reduced to poverty and misery. It will 
not be out of place to méntion here that these operators have not yet 
liquidated their debts which were incurred by them for purchasing 
lorries and motor cars. Under the circumstances they will suffer a 
great loss if the Government nationalizes motor transport without 
giving them any notice about its intention to do so. 

Saori Bhim Sen Sachar.: On a point of Order, sur. Is it 
desirable that the whole of the Treasury Bench should be empty when 
diseussionon a Resolution is going on? | 
Son Speaker: I think the hon. Ministers must be present in the 
House when discussion is taking place. Their absence reflects on the 
House as a whole. 


Shri Kedar Nath Saigal: I wish to submit that if it is 
the intention of the Government to nationalize transport to-day 
without giving any thought to its consequences, I am sure, it 
would be responsible for starving about 50,000 souls. By taking 
such hasty steps Government would be doing a grave injustice to 
the operators and members of their establishments ,who will be reduced 
to poverty and misery. Besides this, if motor transport is nationalized 


Government instead of absorbing the staff of the operators,would make 
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fresh’ appointments from amongst qualified and trained persons, It is 
an open secret that the poor clerks in the offices of the transport 
eompanies who are doing their job well are not qualified. Similar 
is the case with drivers and mistries who though very efficient 
and experienced are not qualified. All these poor people who 
have not received any education in any school or college and have 
also not received any training in any engineering institution will be 
deprived of their livelihood for no fault of theirs. These poor 
people would be reduced to poverty and misery if satisfactory 
arrangements for their rehabilitation are not made if and when 
motor transport is going to be nationalized, It will not be out 
of place to mention here that people are already dissatisfied with 
the Government. If my hon. Friends were to travel by rail or 


- road through any corner of the State, they will hear people of all 


shades of opinion cursing the present Government for its misdeeds. 
They say that the present Government has failed to improve the 
hard lot of the poor. I for one am of the opinion that Govern. 
ment would be committing the greatest blunder by depriving about 
50,000 people of their livelihood. If motor transport is nationalized 
without due notice to the operators, I am sure this hasty 
step on the part of the Government will land it into trouble. In my 
opinion the mover of the motion now before the House is quite 
justifed in asking for its postponement for a period of 5 years. 
Under the circumstances it is but meet and proper on the part 
ef the Governmont to postpone this scheme for at least 5 years. 
If this is done, I am sure the operators and others who are 
affected by it and who have agreed that by delaying this scheme 
they would be in a position to make some other arrangements, would 
not feel the pinch. Jf it is really the intention of the Govern- 
ment to make money then there are other ways open to it. 
For instance there are many industries which can be nationalized 


and the profits of which can be added to the State Exchequer. 
With these words, Sir, I support the Resolution moved by my 


hon. Friend Sardar Dalip Singh Kang. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi (Ex Member West Punjab Assembly 
representing Lyallpur and Jhang, General, Rural) (Hindi): Sir, I 
move— | 

(i) That in line 3 for the figure ‘5’ the figure ‘3’ be substituted. 


(ii) At the end the following words be added :— 
“ subject to the condition that the Government may TR up such 
routes as it deems essential as an experimental measure.” 
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Sir, this question of nationalization of motor transport has 

been actively on the tapis for the last 5 years. On the one hand 

Á- we find we have been having a chronic deficit in our State and 

: the present income is insufficient to carry on the administration. 

It is for increasing the revenue of the State that the motor 

transport is proposed to be nationalized, which it is expected would 

be instrumental in adding more and more to the State exchequer. 

In this way adequate sums would be spent on opening schools, 

hospitals and roads. But it is argued that the transport operators 

who have invested their hard-earned money on this business are 

aa rendering a yecman’s service to the public. Iam really constrained 

to remark that we would be doing grave injustice to these 

operators who are at present earning the fruits of their hard labour 

and their investment if this precious treasure is confisicated from 

them. If my amendments are accepted I am sure. both the objects 

would be achieved. According to the Resolution it is 

intended to postpone the scheme of nationalization in the 

State for 5 years. This matter has already been under the active 

consideration of the Government for the last 2 years and if in 

a addition to these 2 years this scheme of nationalization is post- 

poned for a period. of 3 years more, then it is crystal clear that the 

yo operators would be having 5 years in all at their disposal. Then 

an objection can be raised that the officials who will undertake 

this work on behalf of the Government would not take any pains 

because of having no interest of their own in it, as the magic ot 

ownership turns sand into gold. There is no doubt about it that a 

private concern can! run successfully because the owner works 

wholeheartedly and also because he is always cautious and care- 

ful to effect economy and if the same concern were run by the 

a Government, the official in charge wul not take such pains for 

running it suvcessfully nor will he care to effect economy for making 

any possible saving. It is for these reasons that I have moved 

my amendments so that Government may get time to attain some 

“experience in this line. At the.same time there seems to be no 

justification: in this argument that the nationalization of motor 

, transport would result in a heavv loss to the Government. The 

past experience shows that in Amritsar and Jullundur the-Omnibus 

> Service has earned much profit beyond expectations. I have got 

with me the figures about the Omnibus Service. I have been 

informed that a sum of Rs. 9,900,000 was invested ou this enterprise 
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by the Government. After deducting the running expenditure, 
depreciation charges and other sundry charges, there has been a 
net profit of Rs. 3,00,000. This experience of operating local 
bus services cannot make the Government fit for operating 
bus services‘ on long routes. The rates of local services cannot 
be enforced on long routes. If my amendment is accepted, 
it will cover all points of view. As an experimental measure, 
the Government may for the present take over some routes, 
so that minimum hardship is carried to the operators and some 


experience is gained by the Government itself. Tf the experinment of 


_ Government operated motor tran:pət proves a success, there will be a 


case and justification for extending it. On the other hand if ex- 
perience shows that Government cannot carry on this undertaking 


efficiently, and profitably, it may well be decided to give up this idea 


of nationalization of transport altogether. 


It is gratifying to note that happily the relations between the 
Government and the operators are quite cordial, and negotiations are 
being carried on in a spirit of accommodation and mutual understand- 
ing. and the Government is not anxious to add to the revenues of the 
Province by sacrificing the interests of the present operators. Fortu- 
nately, the President of the Motor Operators Union is no less a 
person than our Chief Parliamentary Secretary whom the Cabinet can 
freely consult in deciding this issue. He can certainly be of great 
help in finding a solution of this problem, a solution which will serve 
the immediate object of the Government viz., that of increasing its 
revenues and retaining the advantages of private ownership as well, no 
matter whether this is done by giving the Government a share in the 
gross booking or by levying a tax of three or four annas per bus per 
mile or a tax of one or two pies per mile on passengers’ traffic. In 
this way, Sir, the Government will be able to increase its revenues and 
the interests of the private operators wlll also be safeguarded and this 
controversy of nationalization versus private ownership will come 
to an ertd. Only if Sardar Dalip Singh Kang accepts my amendment 


V Mr. Speaker: Tt is not a question of acceptance by the 
mover. It is a question of of acceptance by the House. 

Shri Dev Rai Sethi: Sir, what I mean to emphasise is that 

this peried of three years will help the Government to find out its true 
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position so far as its ability to take over motor transport is concerned 
and frame correct policy in the light of the experience gained. 

‘Mr. Speaker: Resolution under Consideration, Amendment 
moveļd—- 

(i) That in line 8 for the figure ‘5’ the figure ‘3’ be substituted. 


(Gi) At the end the following words be added :-— 
“subject to the condition that the Government may take up auch 
routes as it deems essential as an experimental measure.’ 


Shri Bhagat’ Ram Chodha (Jullundar General, Rural) 
(Punjabi): Sir, Ihave not much to say on the resolution under 
discussion. Everybody is aware of the services rendered by motor 
transport operators. Nobody can do without them. They are very 
much wanted in election days. They helped in the evacuation of 
people in 1947. Their services in 1942 movement were great. If 
they had agreed to the proposal embodied in this resolution earlier, 
two years would have elapsed by this time, and a year would be 
left. I had told my friends in the very beginning that this Assembly 
would not decide this question of nationali:ation. i 


Sir, I have risen to oppose the ammendment brought by Shri 
Dev Raj Sethi, as the suggestion made therein appears to me to be 
full of dangerous potentialties. I warn the operators and the 
drivers that it is full of potential mischief and will do them harm 
instead of good. People living in plains will not be affected but hill 
operators and the denizens of hills will be in for trouble. So far 
as the question of postponement of the scheme of nationalization 
is concerned, I see no harm. But the amendment of Shri Sethi 
would give powers to the Government of taking over whatever routes 
it may like to. I am afraid the hill operators will be the first to 
be affected. Pathankot-Kangra and Kulu routes will be taken over 
depriving the present operators of their means of livelihood. I would, 
therefore, urge the Government to amalgamate all the motor transport 
companies inte one firm, before taking over any routes as an 
experimental measure, Otherwise anv action taken in this connection 
would appear unfair and discriminatory. If my suggestion is acted 
upon, justice will be done to the operators of the routes which are - 
taken over by the Government and the loss will be equally shared 
by all the transport operators of the province. If this is not done, 
what will the displaced operators do? Will they not worsen the 
unemployment problem of the province? Amalgamation must, 
therefore, precede any efforts by the Government to take over any 
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route my fears that discrimination ana fevourtiens will ie employed 
in the selection of routes for operating Government services are 
well-founded. Those who won'd have no influance with the Minister. 
will be the first victims. The poorer section of the operators will 
be deprived of their only source of livelihood, It is for this reason 
that I strongly advocate the amalgamation of all existing companies, 
so that the loss may be equally shared by all; otherwise I know the 
operators will go about flattering the President of Motor Transport 
Union to save them from extinction. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish : Ona point of order, Sir. Under- 
Rule 87 (2) a member of this House was named a short while ago but a 


he is-again in his seat. — | 
a Mr. Speaker: He was asked to withdraw from the Chamber for 


. 15 minutes. 


Thakur Dalip Singh (Kangra South, General, Rural) (Hindu- 
stani) : Sir, a resolution has been moved in the House that the scheme 
of the nationalization of motor transport in the State may be post- 
poned for. five years. This resolution is sought to be amended and 
the amendment suggested is that it should be postponed for a period = 
of three years. I have stond to support this resolution. The nation- - 
„alization of motor transport is a very important matter. The Congress 
is also committed to the policy of nationalizing large industries and 
-other business concerns. In fact I would like that all sources of 
‘production should be nationalized. But I would say that the way in 
which the nationalization. of motor transport is Proposes to be done is 
very objectionable. 


(At this stage Mr. Speaker left the Chair ae it was ddp by 
„M v, Deputy Speaker.) 


The scheme for nationalization of motor transport was sought f 
to be introduced in the year 1946 and it underwent changes almost 
every year. At first it was the intention of the Government to take 
up such routes where the transport services indulged in competition 
with the Railway. Then it was decided to choose such routes where 
the public was greatly dissatisfied with the service of private motor 


_ transport companies. Then it was considered to leave out such routes 


‘from the operation of this: scheme where refugees companies were 


opera ting and the State territories were involved. Now the stage has 
Ori l with; 

Pu Vidhan Sabha 

Dig by; 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 


Panjab Digital Library 


Nationalization of Motor Trausport €4) 53. 


come when the Government has decided to nationalize all transport 
services in the province. This shows that the scheme has been 
changing from time to time with the change of ministry and itis also 
obvious that there are selfish motives underlying it. Now the 
Scheme is strongly opposed by the people and pressure is being exerted 
upon the Government to keep it in abeyance as has been done by the 
Central Government. The Government of India has now appointed 
a Statutory Planning Commission assisted by board of experts which 
will make full assessment of the requirements of the nation. The 
nationalization of industries will have now to wait till their decision, 
Our Government has now chosen to take up Pathankot and Kalka 
groups for this innovation. As remarked by my hon” Friend 
Sardar Ishar Singh Mujhail, most of the operators are ex-soldiers. 
These people were given road permits by the Government and they 
built motor buses with great financial strain and put them on the 
road. Many of them were cleaners who b’came drivers in course of 
time and then became the shareholders of motor transport companies. 
It must be realised that after the nationalization of motor transport 
these people will be deprived of their very existence and ‘will find it 
extremely difficult to attempt to build up any fresh business with no 
funds. All the present operators are not capitalists. With the ex- 
ception of very few all the operators solely depend for their liveli- 
hood on the income that accruas from this business It has not been 
made clear by the Government that suitable compensation would be 
paid to them for their motor parts, furniture and other accessories, 
when they are relieved of their business concerns. I understand that 
the Government does not propose to accept their furniture which is not 
good. It is strange that the officers of the Government should have 
‘squander mania’ when real economies in expenditur: are required in 
the Province. [I may impress upon the Government that if the owners 
and operators are not properly remunerated for their assets, they 
will suffer heavy losses. thse Government has not even decided if 
‘good will’ money will also be paid to such persons who will he 
affected by this change over. Nothing his been Settled about the 
compensation for vehicles. A bargaining has been started. At times 
one thousand ruppees are offered for a vehicle and if no agreement is 
possible this amount is raised This dirty bargaining does not become 
at any rate a Government. I would ask the Government not to play 
with the sentiments of the people 


My hon, Friend Shri Dev Raj Sethi has remarked that Govern: 
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ment may be allowed to make an experiment of this trade. May | 

ask whether the Government has not had enough experience of it by 

Tunning omnibuses at various places ? What benefit has the public m 

derived form this experiment ? The Government has not been able tê = 

| carry on this trade properly. The Government vehicles are always 

overloaded but no action is taken against them. Action is only taken if 
and when such an offence is committed by the transporters My 
hon. Friend Shri Dev Raj Sethi had also been pleased to say that fares 
might be increased. I fail to see the sagacity of any such step. Fares 
were not raised during days when the transport requirements were ~ 
not altogether available or when the prices of spare parts etc, had 

| - shot up by more than 50%. But unfortunately the fares were 
enhanced when the normal days returned, There was an increase from 
7to9, 9to l2or 12 to 15, perhaps to give a bad name to the 

transporters. (Some hon. Members. That gave transports more monry.) 

They never made more money. They always charged less than. the © 
enhanced rates. They charged 5 for 7, 7 for9 and 9 for 12. 


| There is one very important fact which I would like to men- 
: tion. The scheme does not envisage the absorption of servants Of 
the transporters who have been in their service for the last 20 or 39 
| years and may be in some cases from generation to generation. If this 
= scheme is put through as it stands it will cause great hardship in 
their case. Tn my ‘opinion this single reason is good enough to 
condemn the scheme. 


Sir, I do not think it is iu-orrect to say that whatever trade 
has been taken over by Government, tt has not been able tu-to well, 
Take the case cf Railway Depirtment. My experience tells me that 
many times it is not possible even to get a seat reserved without 
giving a tip. Bribery and corruption are rampant in that Department: 
Mav be that the Ministers and their off cers are tempted to enforce 
| the scheme to provide and favour their own men* by throwing about 
| forty thcusand people cut of employment. (shri Bhagrt Ram Choda : 

About one lakh of people). What is more they may be able to extort. 
some money from the Tyre and Oil Companies. These are some of 
the salient facts which I wished to place before the House regarding 
i the scheme and in view of which the schemes should be deferred for 
at least 5 years. During this period the Government will be able to 
i properly evolve the scheme and the transporters will get time to plan 
their futnre careers. To give them permits of three or four months at 
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a time is certainly of no help for them. They should get at least five 


or six years and after that Government should see whether the work 


should be taken out of their hands. With these words I resume my 
seat. | 


Shri Virendra (Hx-Member West Punjab Assembly representing 
West Division, Multan General, Rural) (Hindustani): Sir, the 
problem which is now before the House is not so complicated 


and intricate as it has been made or is being made. So far as 


nationalization of industries is concerned, I dare say not a single 
Member in this House would be opposed to it. It has ever 
been the policy of the Congress and in almost every election 


manifesto which it has issued it has given out that it would 


nationalize industries if and when it comes into power. I am 


aware that the scheme of nationalization of transport has met with 
a measure of success in other States and I would certainly be 


pleased if such a thing were also possible here in the Punjab. I 


am in favour of the principle of nationalization. But the 


House may be surprised to find that in spite of it I have stood up 


to oppose nationalization in this particular case and support the 


amendment moved by my hon. Friend Shri Dev Raj Sethi. I 
have reasons for this. Despite the respect that I have for the 
hon. Ministers and the Ministry, I am of the opinion that the present | 
Government is not fit for coping with the work of nationalization. 
As to why it is not fit for this job, l would 


adduce my 
arguments. : First of all I wish to kuow 


whether we have the 
requisite „resources for the work which we are to take 


in hand. 
Sir, I think we haven't. 


For embarking on the work of nationali- 
zing an industry the most essential requirement is money,and wë 


haven’t got it. I think I shall not be revealing a secret when lL 


say, that our Government set up a regular department for en- 


quiring into the advisability of nationalizing the transport industry. 
This . department prepared a 


memorandum which said that if 
nationalization of transport was to take place it would involve a 
non-recurring expenditure of Rs, 50,53,o00 and a recurring: expen. 


diture of Rs. 73,37,000 a year. This means that at the very out- 


set we will be called upon to spend about one and a quarter _crores 
of rupees. After speading one crore orone aad a quarter crores of 


t 
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rupees, the Government will get a revenue of twenty lakhs only. 
This amount of expenditure will have to be incurred at the time 
of commencement of nationalization. “In additio, compensation 
will also have to be paid. If this amount is also included, the 
total initial expenditure will exceed even one and a half crores of 
rupees. Where shall the Government get all this money from ? 
The resources of our State are so meagre that it will be very difficult 
to meet all this expenditure. | 


Another difficulty which f feel is that we have not 
got any able officer in this State, who may do this task. 
Nationalization of motor transport is not a very easy job. Very 
efficient and experienced officers will be needed to do this work 
on which we are going to spend crores of rupees. This question 
was discussed in the Indian Parliament only a short time back. 
Expressing his views on this matter, the hon. Deputy Prime 
Minister said that for want of suitable officers, the Government 
was unable to undertake nationalization. When the Central Govern- 
ment has not got such officers who may do this job, how can 
the Punjab Government doit? About the officers of our State, 
the less said the better. This is the second difficulty which 
I wished to point out. 


The third point which [ wish to submit is that our 


Government is befooling the public with regard to nationalization 
of motor transport. Why does tell the public that it is 


in favour of the policy of nationalization, when in reality it 


does not intend to enforceit? I say so, because I know that 
barring the hon. Chief Minister or two or three other hon. Ministers» 
the rest are opposed to it. About the hon. Minister for Transport, 
I can say definitely that he is opposed to nationalization of 
motor transport. When this is the actual position, is it not 
befooling the public to say that the Government fovours nationa- 
lization ? Another interesting thing which I notice these days is 
that even communists are opposing nationalization of motor 
transport. When this is the state of affairs, how can this work be 
done successfully ? I am in favour of ihe principle of nationalizatian 
but 1 am opposing it in the prevailing circumstances, for another 
reas ako., T fear that at the time of nationalization, sectional and 


eas 
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communal considerations will not be ignored. I agree with my 
hon. Friend Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha and Thakur Dalip Singh 
that these considerations prevail at the time of selection of routes. 
(Some hon. Members: No.) They say that it is not true. Is it 
not a fact that when the Government asked the Transport Depart- 
ment to select some routes for starting nationalisation of transport, 
they ‘selected only Kalka and Pathankot roads, where the Govern- 
ment was sure to meet failure ? This is done in order that the 
Government may declare failure ‘of its experiment and may 
therefore justify its giving up the entirescheme. 


Minister for Land Revenue: Transport Services on these 
routes are owned by Sikhs. 


e 


Shri Virendra: If an assurance could be given that communal 
and sectional interest would not be kept in view atthe time of 
selection of routes, none would object to immediate nationalization. 
If, however, some routes are selected andthe others are left as 
such, on the basis of certain considerations, it would be highly 
objectionable. In this manner, nationalization cannot succeed. If 


a work cannot be done successfully, what~is the use of undertak- 
a ag 


° x Wy, yee 
Ing it ? atone DTS 


If you wish to form an idea of the ability of Government 
officers, who will have to do this work, have ‘a look at the 
Government owned motor buses lying at Jullundur. Buses worth 
lakhs of rupees have remained unprotected for the last two and a 
half years. Had the officers of some other Government acted in 
this manner, it would have ordered their public indictment. What 
useful work can we expect from such Government officers ? 
There must be some guarantee that the officers who will have to 
spend about one and a half crores of rupees at the very commence- 
ment of nationalization are tit for this job. The way in which 
they have acted so far, does not give assurance of this. fact. „It 
is for this reason also that inspite of my belief in the principle 
of nationalization, I oppose it at present. When the Government has 
neither money nor officers, it would be better not to embark fon 
a scheme in which it is sure to fail. For these reasons I support 
the amendment moved by my hon. Friend Shri Dev Raj Sethi that 
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the nationalization: of motor transport’ be postponed for three years” ` 
but one tor “two: routes a be takem.. over by a the. 

Government as ‘abéXperiinental “omeasure: Tf ..gaften, | 
making , this experiment ` the Government ’ feels ‘sure: that ae 
can ‘successfully work ‘the entire ' scheme, I shall »support the 

Government in its ‘effort: ' I shall, however, ‘request the Government. 

that at, the time of selection of routes it should : not favour in Iuential 

persons and ‘make a choice’ ' which> may: do. harm to only. poor. 

persons. If the Government acts 68 some principle; it will meet, 


with SUCCESS, and the whole H ouse will, “eee it in its WOT: i aA 


Chaudhri: Kartar. Singh isao. W est, "General, Rural) 
(Hindustani): ‘Sir, before I. place my, views, on. the Resolution 
before’ this hon: House, -I. wish to express my _ gratitude, to those 
hon. Members who’ have supperted it and, have strengthened the. 
‘demand of the motor operators, for the ‘postponement of nationali- 
zation "of ‘transport. ‘The. House is. aware - that. it was. | in 1933 — 39 
‘that these transport operators purchased motor, “lorries after selling 
“the ‘jewellery’ of their ‘wives. and montgaging their . land. h, the 
'beginnińg these people suffered losses on account of, competition among 
‘themselves. Latef on: the:Government of India appointed | an officer for 
the purpose ‘of reportite ‘ou the business,- pf, transport.. ‘That officer 
‘prepared ‘a report’ after touring .the whole of India, and. it was on 
“athe ‘basis of ‘that report thatthe : Motor Transport Act WS, o 
‘This’ Act providel ifor routes: for various transport . services. The 
“allotment’of routés ‘had just been done when: war broke out. As a resi lt 
of that the Government requisitionéd most, of, the goody voce and the 
rest had to facé an acute: ‘shortage of petrol; simultaneously, petrol was 
' rationed arid it continues to’ be like that up-till now. Faced with 
-this’ difficulty, the transport operators continued, their business 
“somehow or other ‘during. the war.: The procurement , of, spare 
t motor parts ‘was another: difficulty: for them, because, ia, those 


‘days; imports were almost stopped. After the war we had another 


misfortune in. the. shape. of. partition of the country. a those 
days of distresses, the transport operators not only gave their 
lorries, for the, purpose of evacuation of our brethren ‘from the 
West Punjab, but. they ‘themselves went with them and helped i in 
bringing our people to this side. The hon. Minister in charge must 
_ be aware „that the Government even now awes “money to these 
"operators for the service they rendered in those days. [I may point 
out here that the Government promised to, pay Rs. 30a day for 
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every vehicle while it actually paid at the rate of Rs. 10 or, 15 a- 
day afterwards. Even then these . operators did not grumble. I 
would | also like. to mention here. that the operators: who went to` 
the West Punjab for ‘evacuating our people, included our ‘brave’ 
sikh” brethren who knew that ‘they ` wore exposing. ' their lives ` to 
the bullets of the Baloch soldiers. ‘Tn ‘spite of that,’ these ‘brave’ 
people ‘went to the' villages of the W est Purijab and’ evacuated ‘our: 


brothers and sisters. © 70O t: io ` EE oe 2 ae. 
ed sy oa SoN oe i en. 4 l k f 3 Ear of, if a è 
TEN Our. Gove ernment. so far ia TN anxious to nationalise | 
oa } 
this busines of transport. A short while ago [ agreed ‘to 


become the peer of the’ Association of these ruined people. I 
dil so because IT knew that our hoa. Ministers were ignorant ofi 
the difficulties of ‘these. people: ‘As soon ‘as they: coinme tò ‘occupy 
these> t office, they. -think of winning popularity by 


. 


a ag the motor, transport. i hove stly think that it will not 
be a successful proposition if it is done ` in the way ‘it is sought to 
be done by the Go vernment. oI have seen the ‘directors of the 
transport companies ' themselves distrib: iting” ‘tickets to! the passengers 
and “checking the buses to” Set that “no deriv ‘et “or conductor — 
Inisbehaves. On the other ‘hand ‘if this bucimss is nationalized, th 
rivers” Wotild not work’ fot “mote thah: éight hours ta «day ‘and if 
at all they do, ‘they would demand bonus, apart from their salaries 
of: Rs? 80 per mensem. The House is aware that the Omnibus 
Service run- by the Governmant is not showing any profits, 
although the vehicles are new.and „for` the next two -years they 
would: net. require any. repairs. . Fhe hon. Minister has. remarked 
that itis not correct. Bug. I would, request, , him to visit the 
office of a Bus Se ervice . at Amritsar „where a table shows 
its income. Jullundur, no doubt, some profits, have, been shown, 
but that was ae to, the movement of displaced ‘persons from one 
place to the other. After two years, when the vehicles get 
‘old and would require repairs, the: Government would see that its 
mechanics are selling the parts in the ‘market through undér “hait 
sources inflicting “double losses on the Government. 


r 


A 3 


ET Sie T. voii also like to cite “instances of other Provi neial 
Governments . -In support of this Resolution. The Bengal Goyern- 
ment: has failed an this venture, because the o who catinot 
work for more than,.two “hours a day ‘could ‘ot “have competed 


with the brave Punjabis who work’ for ‘as many as‘ fonrteen 
hours a day. Similarly the” Orissa Government “has failed. As 
Cais fe 
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(Chaudhri Kartar Singh] | l 
regards the Madras Government, it has failed miserably. This fact 


was admitted by the General Secretary of the All India Congress 
Committee at the conference held at Rupar. J have no hesitation 
in saying that the Government would be able to run this business 
after three years, ifit can produce efficient officer for this purpose 
during this period. Even for partial nationalization, the Govern- 
ment would be committing a mistake if it does not make use of 
the present transport operators by giving them shares. 
The „gravity of the situation in our State, I think, is 
evident to the House. The most urgent problem at this time, 15 
the rehabilitation of the refugees. If the money that is proposed 
to be spent on the nationalization of transport is spent for the 
completion of Bhakra and Nangal Projects, the Government would 
be taking a step in the direction of removing food shortage — 
and the zamindars would also bless it.Sir, I say this 
with a full sense of responsibility. One of myhon. Frends 
has remarked that even the chief whip of the party 
is against nationalization. I have sound reasons to be against it. If 
the Government decides to postpone it for three years it will be to its 
own advantage. Besides, most cf the operators are displaced persons 
and only some of them belong to East Punjab. These persons who are 
at present in a state of suspense, if sympathetically treated, can be an 
asset to the Government. They will prove a potent weapon fo- 
counter acting the nefarious propaganda against the Government in 
the rural. areas which is being carried on at present by various inter- 
ested persons. Those who indulge in abusing the of Government in the 
rural areas will find it difficult to do so if the operators are won over 
to the side of the Government by a policy of postponing the scheme of 
nationalization for at least three years. Morevver the amount that is 
proposed to be spent initically on this scheme may be utilized in a 
better way. For instance the same amount may be spent on Bhakra 
and Nangal projects on whose early completion depends the prosperity 
of this Province. 


Moreover it is generally held that the services cannot take 
charge of transport and run it in an efficient manner. Without any 
experience in the line it is unwise to take coatrol of this public utility 
services. The Government will find it difficult to discharge such 
functions efficiently. Even in administrition, itis said, the services 


wa functioning as they ought to. 


Mr. Speaker: These are general remarks about services. 
t l ; 
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Chaudhri Kartar Singh : Sir, my submission is that Government 
should permit the operators to run the lines forat least three years. 
No line should be taken for the present. Moreover before doing any- 


—_ thing in the matter the Goverament should first decide what com- 
pensation should be paid. The broad principles of compensation 
ought to be decided upon before any steps in the matter are taken. This 
will be a just and wise policy. This will save the operators unnecessary 
litigation and‘ needless worries that going to the law courts entail, 
I would request the Government to be quite fair and reasonable in 
this matter, 


Here, Sir, I wish to remark that the operators are very 
fortunate in one respect. At present Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava, 
than whom the operators cannot have a better friend and well 
wisher, is at the helm of. affairs. Any other Government might 
have been more strict and unsympathetic to their demands. Still I 


Would urge upon the Government that before any steps against 

any line are taken the decision with regard to compensation should 

be taken first. The amount of compensation should be based 

upon the principles (of justice and fairplay and due regards should 
: be given to the facts that firstly, this is a Refugee Province and 
f secondly, it is a border Province. Moreover, most of the persons 
engaged. in Motor Transport, at present, belong to the rural areas, 
I expect that our Government will leave no stone unturned to 
please those people tecause it is upon the rural population that 
the progress and security of this State depends. So I hope that 
the Chief. Minister will postpone this scheme for at least three 
years and will decide the “principles of compensation before taking 
any action with regard to any kne. With these words I support 
the Resolution, 


ad Pandit Shri Ram Sharma (Southern Towns, General, Urban) 
P (indi) : Sir, the question of nationalizing the Motor Transport 
has been under consideration for sometime. Today a Resolution 

has been moved in the House to the effect that. the idea of 

nationalizing Transport be postponed for five years. An amend. 

ment suggesting postponment for three years has been moved- 

It has also been suggested that in the meanwhile some routes 

a may be taken as an experimental measure and the question 
è whether the Government stands to lose or gain be studied there. 
I have my own amendment which I need not move because | 
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i think and wish that the Resolution will be withdrawn. Any how 

i various speeches have been made on this Resolution. The trend 

H of some of the speeches delivered in this House was such that 

while the words went one way the result went quite the other 

In certain quarters it has beeen said that although the principle oa 
of nationalization was acceptable, it has not attained any measure 
| of success at so many places where it was tried. So the 
' eonclusion is that it should not be tried here. But I wish to be 
quite clear in this matter. Ours is a deficit province and so we 
should find out all possible sources of income. This can only be 
achieved if we are prepared to incur, if need be, the displeasure 
; of any section ofthe people. Those upon whom we will lay our 
ff hands in this connection will naturally resent it. -As sincere 
Members of this House, however, we should strongly suppress any 
weakness that we mizht feel in giving expression to our points 
of view in such matters. I wish to make it quite clear that the 
question of increasing the reveaues of the State should be fore- 


| 

| most in our minds. We should look to the betterment of the 

State. But this is not possible without making available adequate 

funds for the purpose. No one should be merely sentimental- 

| Of course, the operators have borne hardships and our thanks are 

t due to them for the help they rendered during partition days. But a 


for the higher interests of the country and of its people smaller interests 
should be sacrificed. Well, Sir, I have hada frank talk with the 
5 P. M. operators on this subject. They too admit to a reasonable extent 
Indented! and fully realise the fact that political currents and cross 
currents moving with terrific force in the present world, cannot stop the 
coming of nationalization of industries, What to talk of motor transport 
industry, every other major industry would also be nationalized. I 
am of the opinion that there is no Government ora political party 
which is so powerful as to put of the demands of the times or 
suppress the strong desire of the public for nationalization of major 
industries, the profits of which go into the pockets of the few. But what i 
do I find here ? The Government is vacillating to take firm action in 


the matter. I may tell the hon. Members that the time is not far 
| off when we will have to nationalize many more industries, let alone 
f the motor transport. If you ignore this warning, China’s example 
is writ large on the wall. The people, the Government, the 
industrialists and capitalists all thought differently, but all of them 


were swept away before the avalanche of the new political creed which 
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thought in terms of nationalization of everything by the State. So I 
repeat my warning that motor transport will have to be nationalized, 
If any Government refuses to do so, it is bound to fail sooner or 
later. The hon. Members should remember that the Central Govern- 
ment is not going to grant any subsidy forever to ts to meet our 
deficits. We will have to tap this avenue for increasing our 


revenues. 
\ 
I admit that there are certain difficulties which must be 


overcome so that the operators may not be put to undue hardship 
and that their interests are in no way sacrificed ina light hearted 
manner. But I must say with all candidness that the interests of the 


State and no less the interests of the common man without any 
distinction, are more dear to us than the interests of one particular 


class. (Hear, hear). Therefore, howsoever, sympathetic we feel for 
the operator, we cannot ignore the larger interests of the State. I 
therefore, appeal to the Government not to postpone nationalization 
of transport for a long time. One day or the other they will have to 
take this step. They cannot escape the displeasure of that particular 
“lass which is affected, even if they postpone the scheme tor a number 
of years. They would be betraying their weakness if they submit 
to the demand of postponement of nationalization of motor 
transport. Thereisan allied question of increase in abiana. 
Government knows that this source isto yield lakhs of rupees as 
revenue, but it is afraid io of talking about this matter in the rural 
areas. I am one of those who are not afraid of talking about this matter 
with the zamindars. I discuss with them and try to convince them of 
the desirability. of enhancing the water rates in view of the high prices 


ai obtaining in the market. 


Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member could refer tothe matter 
when it comes before the House. 


\ Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Very well, Sir. The difficulty is 
that the Government is afraid of saying things to the people which are 
in the larger interests of the State but are unpalatable to the class 
concerned. . Government should plainly tell them where the interests 


of the State lay. I therefore reiterate that transport hasto be 
~. 


nationalized. 


| 
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Sardar Ajit Singh : Nationalization should be started from the 
top. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: There is no question of top and ~ 
i bottom. When we are determined to do one thing, we must do it, a 

, No half-hearted measure would help us. In this connection I am 
í reminded of the boycott days of for-ign cloth. When the volunteers 
would stand before a particular shop dealing in foreign cloth, 
the shopkeeper would ask the volunteers to picket the shop a; 
| the end of the bazar. Ifthe volunteers would shift tə that shop, the 
: owner would request them to first picket the shopin the middle, = 
| >. Thus the volunteers would be in a fix where to start and where not a 
to start. But when the volunteers acted firmly, the result is wel- 

known, success attended their action. Now my hon. Friend says 

that nationalization should start from the top. May I know to which 

industries he is alluding to? . Is not transport a major industry in 

this State ? If we do not nationalize our own industries, then are we 

to nationalize the industries of the States of Bombay or Madras ? 

(Laughter). So if we want to increase our revenue, we must 


nationalize the motor transport. 


It is argued that the operators have put in a lot of labour, money 
and skill in making this industry a success. But this does not mean 
that if the Government takes it over, it will fail to run it successfully 


and profitably. If this were true, then I think they are not fit to 
run the administration even. (Loud laughter). I ther fore, submit 
that motor transport industry will have to be nationalized and we 


cannot do without it. However, after giving a careful attention to 

the matter, I have arrived at the conclusion that under the present 

circumstances, it would not be possible for he- Government to 

nationalize it at cnee. It will have to be done by stages. 

My hon. Friend, Chaudhri Kartar Singh, whois not in his seat 

at present, remarked that if the Government took over this industry, 

it would suffer losses. Iam rather of the opinion that there is no 
question of loss involved init. The question is about the amount of 
profits to be inade. Government should, therefore, proceed with the 
nationalization scheme but at the same time it should also see that no 
injustice is done to the operators. But this does not mean ` that we, 
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should allow them to continue to enjoy large profits at the cost of the 
larger intere :i:of the State, for all times to come. We cannot afford 
5 to hold out any guarantee that in view oftheir past services, the 
operators will continue to remain masters of this industry for 


ever, 


Then, Sir, postponement of the scheme for three or five years 
appears to me to be meaningless. The underlying fact is the coming 
elections, which will take place within a year or so. I may tell the 
House that after the next elections the things will undergo a 
tremendous changhe. Nationalization of industries will come in the 
forefront. This resolution even if passed will prove to be of no avall. 


as, it will be brushed aside by the pecple in power. It is only a 


question of fifteen or sixteen months. 


Before I finish, I would like to say one or two things more. I 

subscribe to the suggestion made by my hon. Friend Shri Bhagat 

Ram Chodha, that is that the loss which the operators of one route 

4 taken over by the Government, suffer should be equally divided among 
all the operators employed in the trade, so that a particular number of 
operators may not suffer In the end I may sound a note of warning 

to the ‘Government that if they jail to bring about the nationalization 

of the motor transport ‘industry, they are bound tobe ousted. They 

should not sacrifice the interests of the State simply te please a 


section of the province. 
P 


A Mr. Speaker : It would te better if the time limit is reduced to 


ten minutes. 


= Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar: Ona point of order, Sir. So 
far no time has been given to those hon. Members who want to 

oppose the motion. Now that you have been pleased to — further 

. reduce the time, I request that they should be offered an opportunity. 


<1 
A 


j ? Pa ‘ . 1 ` 
æ DA Mr. Speaker: Tnat is the reason wiy I have reduced the 
aa tim e limit. 
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Sardar Kartar Singh (Ex-Member, West Punjab Assembly 
representing Lyallpur West, Sikh, Rural} (Punjabi): Sir, I rise to 
make a few submissions in regard to the Motion now before the House. 
At present there are two points under the consideration of the House; 
one relates to the postponement of the Nationalization of | Motor 
Transport in the State for 5 years and the other relates to this very 
postponement for 3 years. I have risen to support those of my hon. 
Friends who have advocated its postponement for 5 years. As a 


“matter of fact I was in favour of its postponement for 3 years, but E 


have taken my stand of 5 years postponement in the hope of getting 
this postponement for at least 3 years. I have certain fears. so far as. 
the other part of the amendment moved by my hon. Friend Shri 
Dev Raj Sethi is concerned. Through this amendment it is proposed 
that the Government may take over such routes as it deems essential as 
an experimental measure. It is notclear as to which routes the 
Government should take up as an experimental measure. We cam 
also deduce this meaning from the other part of this amendment that 
all the routes except one or two may be taken by the Government 
under the scheme of nationalization. This point needs some clarifica- 
tion on the part of the Government. Iam quite in agreement with my 
hon. Friends on the issue of ‘experimental measure” provided 
assurances are given by the Government to the effect that the 
operators would be given new routes and would not be put to any 
unnecessary inconvenience Whatsoever. What E wish to point out is 
that Government should make it clear asto howit will divide the 
routes amongst the operators and what steps would be taken in, this 
direction: Before taking any route under the schem2 of nationalization, 
Government should first decide the que:tion of compensation to the 
persons concerned. How and to what extent compensation would: be 
given to them has got to be decided first. Next comes the question 
of the employment of these operators and their establishment who. 
would be deprived of their bread. This is not all. Some decision has 
to be made about. the ‘ good will’ of their concerns, their property 
and other necessary items. I am given to understand that it is the 
intention of the Government to purchase these things from the 
operators at very cheap and nominal rates. I would request the 
Government that this sert of treatment should not be 
meted out to them. They should be compensated reason- 
ablly. Adequate and satisfactory arrangements should be made | 
for their employment, If this is done, I am sure, Government will mot 
be burdened with any complaints what-so-ever At the time of 
bringing in a Bill fer Nationalization of Motor Transport, after the 
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adoption of the Resolution, now before the House, for the consideration 
of this House, Government should not hesitate to treat them sympatheti- 
cally and also to their entire satisfaction. If assurances about safeguard- 
ing the interests of the operators are given by Government, I will have 
no objection if the second part of the amendment moved by my hon. 
Friend Shri Dev Raj Sethi regarding the experimental measures is 
carried. I will support it with all the emphasis at my ccmmand. 


So far as the scheme of the nationalization of} transport is 
concerned, I wish to piont out that almost all the hon. Members of 
this House are in its favour. It appears to me that they say so only 
verbally, while actually they are in favour of something else. They 
have their vested interests and naturally they change their tone and 
oppose the same thing which they whole heartedly supported at the 
outset. This is the case with everybody here. Under the circum- 
stances Government should arrive at some decision, keeping al 
these factors in view. But I wish to bring this point hometo my 
hon. Friends that the good of the State should always be kept in 
mind. Jn fact it should be our watch word. Itisa sacred duty to 
keep the good of the State always in view. But we should not 


sacrifice the interests of any ccmmurity or class for the good of the 
State. 


Further I wish to pomt out. that the present officers 
cannot carry on the administration of transport becanse they are not 
recruited to do this particular job, For instance officers whose job 
it is to maintain law and order or who hold executive jobs cannot do 
the work as efficientiy as desired. Here I wouid like to suggest that 
a separate Economic Service should be created for doing this job. 
Trained people would thus be of great help inthis State enterprise. 
It will not be out of place to mention here that if pressure is brought 
upon tke present officers to do this job, Lam sure, work will not be 
done satisfactorily and our object Would not be achieved. I would 
therefore request the hon. Chief Minister to give all sorts of assurances 
in this direction, before, any opinion, can be formed about the matter 
now under the consideration of the House, whether or not we should 
support this amendment. With these words, Sir, I support the 


amendment of 5 years postponement of the Nationalization of 
Motor Transport. 


Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar (Non-Union, Labour) (Hindustani): Sir 
I rise to oppose the main Resolution and also the amendment moved 
by my hon. Friend Sh1i Dev Raj Sethi. Some of my hon. Friends have 
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[Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar] 
supported the Resolution while some of them have supported the 


proposed amendment. I was listening with rapt attention to the speech 


of my hon. Friend Pandit Shri Ram Sharma. WhileI was hearing 
him, I thought he was opposing both the resolution and the amend- 
ment. But at the end of his speech I was really surprised to hear 
him supporting the amendment regarding the postponement of 
nationalization scheme for 3 years. I have no hesitation in pointing 
out that both the proposals of my hon. Friends of 5 years and 3 years 
appear to me like a thin end of the wedge. They pretend that in this 
way the object of nationalization will be easily achieved. But 
actually that way they are trying to shelve thewhole scheme for 
all time to come. There are others who directly attack the policy of 
nationalization itself and say that itis harmful, or the time for its 


. operation has not yet come, or the Government will fail to run the 


commercial undertakings and so on, Tt will not be out of place tọ 
mention in this connection that even in the House of Commons in 
England Messrs Churchil, Eden and other Conservatives argued in the 
same strain and used to say that the adoption of the policy of 
nationalization would be very harmful to the interests of the 
country and that it would have very bad repurcussions and also 
that Government was incapable of undertaking such work. My 
hon. Friend Shri Virendra opposed the idea of immediate nationaliza- 
tion on the ground, that the present Government was _ absolutely 
incompetent to manage affairs. Such statements made by such 
responsible Members, are a slur on the Government. I wish to point 
out that if the Government and its officials are so inefficient and 
incomp*tent and are incapable of undertaking great responsible 
works then such a Government deserves to be drowned in the river 
Satluj before it drowns the whole Province, and throws public 
interests in a complete jeopardy. I for one am of the opinion that 
the Government is really not so bad. It is, or it can be made capable 
of undertaking this work and the sooner it is done the better would it be. 
After all we have to go ahead with our schemes for the advancement 
of our province. We have to undertake new enterprizes and the 
heavy responsibility falls on our shoulders. Incase the present 
move to nationalize transport is postponed, just as the movers of the 
resolution and the amendment intend to suggest, [I am sure, we 
will never be in a position to achieve that object in future. 


So far as the Road Transport is concerned, a Road Develope- 
ment Committee was set up in 1927. After due deliberations this 
committee prepared a scheme for the co-ordination of Railways and 
Roads, with a view to giving impetus to trade and commerce of the 
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country and to meet the future requirements of the ~ military.” In the 

present changed conditions we cannot afford to ignore the requirements 

of our stretegy, where Rail Road co-ordination will playa very 

decisive part. Moreover, so long as roads and railways are not 

= co-ordinated, the expenditure of military will continue to multiply. 
I regret, most of my hon. Friends have looked at the question 

merely from the point of view of the private business of the Transport 

Operators, and thus want the private concerns to continue running 

this business but unfortunately they do not really realise the sig- 

nificance at this juncture of the Transport nationalization, Perhaps 

| they have not understood the real idea uaderlying the present . policy 
— of nationalization of road transport. That is why the Government of 
> India has been repeatedly inviting the attention of our Government 
towards the importance of co-ordinating roads and railways. Under 

the circumstances any postponement of nationalis zation would be 

highly detrimental to the deignsive arrangements of the “country. My 

hon. Friends should realise the implications of their resolution and the 

amendment. We should keep this in mind that immediate: -nationali- 

zation of Road Transport is needed in order to facilitate’ the rapid 

movements of the military, particularly; when any emergency arises. 

We should agree to this - because our Defense Department 


` needs it. 


, My hon. Friend Sardar Dalip Singh has, ia the ‘course of his 
speech, remarked that the nationalization of motor-transport would 
result in the fixation of working hours for the labourers and thereby 
reduce the amount of profit. He said that the Gover coment. will have 
to pay much higher wages to the workers, and — thereby raise the 
labour cost of tiese commercial concerns, At present the private 
operators are running them cheaply, because workers are paid only’ 
starvation wages. I would like to know from my hon. Friend whether 
he means to say that it is not an urgent need of time that the labour 
am should have fixed hours of work, and they are entitled to be. paid fair 
- ~ wages His arguement in fact goes against him. My one arguement 
. for immediate nationalization is that until the industry is nationalized, 
the labour will not receive a fair and just -treatment at the. hands. of 
the private operators, whose sole aim is nothing but profit. Isit not 
imperative that all possible — facilities to workers and Jaboureer be 
afforded. They are also haman beings. | Should we deny them even 
a few facilities already in vogue in other provinces. Perhaps my hon. 
4 Friend has forgotten the facilities afforded to the Transport workers in 

Bombay, U. P., C. P. and other States after the Transport has been 
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i nationalized. They enjoy a holiday in a week, 15 days casual leave 
in a year and earned leave too. I regret our province is very slow- 
extremely slow, not only in affording relief to the workers, but also 
in Simplementing and emporcing the various laws that the 
Central Government has enacted in order to help the labour. So 
nationalization is an immediate necessity for alleviating the fears of 
the labour, if not for any other reason. I feel surprised, how a 
congressman could advance such an arguement to oppose nationaliza- 
tion, that in the Government’s hands labour would receive a fair deal. 
That is an argument which goes in our favour, and against those who r 
want to oppose nationalization by postponement tactics, or by 
recommending a go slow policy. In fact they involuntarily widen the 
gulf between the workers and transport operators. 


I know at present most of the opegators are in a very prosperous 
conditior. I have no time to mention their names nor give herea 
hist of their fat incomes. Take for instance the case of the Managing 
Director of the Kalka-Simla transport company, who has got a lease for 
at least twenty years, on the most liberal terms. Practically tor whole 
of this period he would be the virtual owner of the business 
All other share-holders, combined, own only. five to ten 
per cent of the total shares. Naturally the Director who holds most 
of the shares has monopolised the highest post. Similaris the case 
with Ambala-Rupar transport service. The directors are earning a 
lot everywhere. They are spending huge sums of money to finance 
propaganda against the nationalization scheme of the Government. 
They would never allow this scheme to materialize. 


Secondly I would urge the hon. Members of this House to have 
faith and confidence in the ability of the Government to carry through 
efficiently and successfully, what ever scheme is entrusted to its care. 
Fither we should not entrust it with the heavy responsibilities of 
running the administration, or if we do, we should not doubt and cast 
reflections on its ability and competency every moment. It is 
unbecoming on our part to put the Ministers on the saddle, 
on one hand, and then in the same breath condemn 


them, and accuse them of efficiency and inccmpetency. 
Then condition of lalour employed in motor transport industry 
is very pitiable. Their work is arduous, but remuneration meagre. A 
driver is paid sixty to seventy rupees per mensem, a conductor forty- 
_ five to fifty rupees and a cleaner thirty to thirty-five rupees. It is 
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a pity that these hard-worked people should not be allowed evena 
living wage. Sometimes back the Indian National Trade Union 
Congress conducted an inquiry into the condition of living of these 


ee workers. As the result of this inquiry it was found that on an average 
x every driver and cleaner has to discharge a debt of Rs. 482 and that 


the average monthly cost of living of adriver or a cleaner amounts 
to atl@st Rs. 84/-. Besides, they are not provided with such benefit 
as the Provident Fund, Accident Insurance, or old Age pensions, etc.,— 
benefits which workers in other industries andin other States are 
enjoying. Nor any housing accommodation is provided to them. 
7 They have many grievances against their employers and disputes are 
of common occurrence. The workers are being crushed to pieces, 
while the rich, influential and powerful employers are putting all kinds 
of pressure on the Government to postpone nationalization, It is our 
common concern that there should be a substantial increase in the 
Government revenues. Why should then we place hindrances in the 


way of nationalization. 


It has been averred that a large number of share ho!ders in the 

transport companies are ex-servicemen But this is not the whole 

a truth. As I have already said most of the shares are owned by those 
who are directors and managers—men who really matter. There 
number is much limited. Most of the profits go into the pockets of a 
few big bosses. If facts and figures were to be collected, truth would 
stand revealed and many ugly facts would come to light. If our State 
is to progress, our pace must be rapid. Nationalization at snails 
speed would not be of much avail. If we have to progress, we shall 
have to take long and rapid strides. Any further postponement of this 

scheme would hatnper the progress of the Punjab. f 
/ 

Chaudhri Sahib Ram. (Hissar North, General, Rural) [Hinds] : 

Sir, I rise to support the amendment moved by my Friend Shri Dev 
i Raj Sethi. Our Government is in sore need of more funds, to 
increase its income. It his already spenta large amount of the 

money of tax-payers like us on the purchase of lorries. A large 
number of vehicles are lying idle, for the last two years. The 
Government has invested Rs. 30 to 35 lakhs on them, and has not 
earned a single pie so far. If this scheme of nationalization is dropped 


we Awe 
P altogether, I am afraid we the ruralikes will be burdened with more 
E . . e 
i taxes. It is just because we have been opposing such measures, that the 
| Government has had to increase the rate of ‘ abiana’ at our cost. 
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{Chaudhri Sahib Ram] 

It is time we people realized our own interests. Though I am not in 
favour of nationalization yet I feel it expedient to extend my support 
to it because I know if it is dropped, more burden will be thrown on us 


in the shape of some new tax. 


Gyani ji has urged the grant of compensation to the operators, 
in case any routes are taken over by the Government. We, rural 
people, are not prepared topay more taxes for this purpose. If 


_ compensation has to be given, the expenditure should be met by 


levying some tax on the urban population. Mr. Sethi has suggested 


_ that tax may be levied on passenger’s traffic, and Thakur Dalip Singh 


has opposed it. I think Thakur Sahib should not have opposed it 
since its impact would fall mostly on townsmen. On the one hand 
Thakur Sahib complains of lack of good roads and on the other hand 
he opposes schemes for increasing the Government revenues. We the 
rural people are in no case prepared to pay more taxes for increasing 
the comforts of the urban people. It has been stated that now we are 
a free people, we should not talk in terms of urbanites and ruralites. 
Should we then stop voicing the feelings and needs of our constituents? 
Is it desired that after having been elected from among rural people, 
we should ignore their true interests. Isit not our duty to represent 
their cause ? The urban people interpret everything in their favour. 
I welcome Shri Virendra‘s suggestion that all industries in the 
province should be nationalized. J also consider it very essential for 
the progress of this province. People whose’eyes are turned toward 
Delhi, would lead us to ruination. With these words, I support Mr. 
Sethi’s amendment. 


Sardar Pjara Singh (Hoshiarpur South, Sikh, i Rural} 
(Punjabi): Sir, much has been said on the resolution whichis at 
present under discussion before the House. I would like to impress 
upon the Government that the transport operators are all men of 
ordinary means.. A transport Company has about one hundecd persons. 
as its shareholders. Operators are mostly ex-soldiers and have a 
well-knit organization of their own. The Government should not 
unnecessarily create opposition of this group against it asit wil 
adversely affect those people “when the State control of motor- 
transport takes place. These operators number about one iac in the 
province and the Government may well imagine their cesperaticn at 
hearing about the decision of the Government to nationalize transport. 
This will naturally aggravate the discontent already prevailing in the 
State. Such people. disgruntled as they would be—will starta 
sniping compaign against the Government I would: therefore, warn 
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the Government that the present time in our State does not justify to 
inaugurate this scheme. The Government will be well advised to first 
nationalize large industries, factories and other business-concerns and 
leave out transport for the present. It does not look proper that the 
popular Government should snatch away their business-concerns 
which they started some years ago by selling their land aud ornaments. 
I would not take much time of the Honse and appeal to the Govern- 
ment to maintain status quo for a period of five or six years. 


Captain Ranjit Singh (Hissar South, General, Rural) 


- (Hindustani) : Sir, a resolution has been moved before the House to 


postpone the scheme of nationalization of motor transport for a period 
of five years. This demand for pustponement for five years’ means 
abandoning of nationalization scheme for ever. When a resolution 
suggesting to postpone the nationalization programme is moved before 
the House, it shows that the mover of this resolution isin favour of 
the principle of nationalization. The supporters of this resolution 
have not advanced any cogent arguments while opposing the policy of 
nationalization The mover of this resolution has pointed out that 
the officers af the Government are not competent to work out 
schemes. I find no force in the argument of my hon. Friend and 
do not know as to how the efficiency will be attained after five years’ 
time. After the partition of the province, the officers of the Govern- 
ment had worked with keen sense of devotion to duty andI find 


that efficiency in all Government departments has much improved, 


It may be that any person may make all sorts of charges against any © 
particular officer due to personnal grudge but I can say, that our 
administrative machinery is functioning quite efficiently. The 
officers realise that they are now part and parcel of a free Government 
and cheerfully shoulder the burden of work and responsibility. They 
are doing their icb as faithfully and efficienlly as they can in order to 
build the future of their state. It is not, therefore, meet and proper to 
pass uncharitable remarks against them. I wouid submit: that if the 
scheme of nationalization of transport is postponed for a period of five 
years, I am sure, that the vested interest will again try at the expiry 
of this period, to get it postponed for an indefinite time.’ This scheme 
is surely to be condemned at all times. 


At first the Government had an idea to put this scheme into 
operation in the year 1947. But at that time it was proposed by., 
the operators to postpone it for three years. My hon, friend 
the mover of this resolution should know that by this postponement the 
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[Captain Ranjit Singh] 
poor tax-payer has been hard hit. If this schme had been inaugurated 
in the year 1947-48, the road transport would have made great pro- 
gress by this time. The hon. Member has referred to the rail- 
road competition and is feeling apprehensive about it but it will con- 
tinue to exist even after five years. The Government will try to achieve 
maximum co-ordination between the two. I admit that the share- 
holders in some Motor Transport Companies are poor men but the 
things as they stand at present they get very meagre share of income 
which is mostly appropriated by the Managing Directors themselves in 
some way or the other. Nationalization will really help these people 
a great deal. The motor drivers who are not shareholders of the com- 
panies would then serve the State instead of private employers and 
would get better terms and more facilities. In the present system of 
motor transport public is being put to great inconvenience as the buses 
do not run to proper timings and even discrimination is shown in the 
issue of tickets to passengers. There will be great improvement in the 
working conditions of the transport when it is brought under State con- 
trol. I would, therefore, submit that we should not be merely senti- 
mental. It does not behove us to mike. any attempt to give the ques- 
tion a communal colour. Everybody hasa right to live it Punjab ir- 
repective of any consideration of caste, colour and creed. This is @ 
secular State and the question of religion should not arise -here. Any 
person living here who thinks on communal lines should be dubbed as 
an enemy of the State. We should be above communal considerations 
and must be able to consider our problems on merit. In case we honestly 
feel that the operators will be able to stand on their own feet by finding 
some other source of income in a period of two or three years we should 
try to accommodate them and pestpone the scheme for that period. But 
tome it appears as if postponements are being suggested not to help the 
operatorskut sheerly to gain time. In such circumstances it does not 
behove us that we should ask the Government to defer the operation of 
this scheme for five or for 3 years. My hon. Friend Shri Virendra of 
course adduced a very pertinent argument when he said that it was 
difficult to provide funds. But it is a productive scheme and we should 
do our level best to spend whatever we can, on it. However:if it is not 
possible to take the whole scheme in hand at once we should try to bring 
into operation only a part of it. For example the companies which 
are creating mischief may be taken over immediately and com- 
panies which are mainly run by the drivers and small shareholders may 
be given time. We shall somehow try to sink eur differences, put our 
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heads together and do some useful work for our people. If we are 
always torn by conflict we will not be able to strengthen our state and 
develop it on the right lines. We should not make speeches merely for 


~_ the sake of making speeches and for playing to the gallery. We should 
| e do something substantial. Í 


| Sardar Kabul Singh (Jullundur East, Sikh, Rural) (Hindustani) : 
| Sir, so far as the principle of nationalizing industries is concerned I am 
: always prepared to support it whole heartedly. Tomy mind this is the 
only effective way of increasing the revenues of our state. But at the 
j oo present time I have got up to support the resolution of my hon. 
nam Friend Sardar Dalip Singh Kang which says that the scheme of national- 

r izing transport be postponed for a period of five years. Sardar Sahib 


has given weighty reasons for postpone.nent and I endorse whatever he 
has said. 


Sir, about two years ago a National Planning Committee was set 
up by the All India Congress Committee with the Prime Minister of 
i India as its President. An attempt was made to include such members 

in the committee as had progressive views, the object being to help 
people, improve their financial condition. This Committee suggested 
4 ẹ that cooperative societies should be established at various places with a 
view to set up and encourage cottage industries. The Committee felt 
as we all feel that the good of the country requires not accumulation of 
| capital in few hands but its equitable distribution among all our 
people. Therefore if this be our object I feel that in place of transport 
industry which does not let money go into few pockets, we should take 
steps to nationalize factories, cinemas, big business concerns and banks 
etc. In my opinion Transport is not an industry which produces capital- ° 
ists. I am in a position to say that 95 per cent. of the operators are 
sons of our peasants whom we must support and help if we are to act 
up to the advice given to us by H. E. the Governor in his address. I 
ant am in a position to say that a very large majority of these people stood 
| and fought for us in the battle of our freedom. They made every pos- 
| sible sacrifice for us and if we cannot reward them for their services by 
giving medals and awards we should not at any rate snatch from them 
the means of their livelihood. Their sacrifices in the battle of freedom 
apart, as it has been admitted by some hon. Members of this House, 
pa they rendered Yeoman’s service in saving the lives of lakhs of our 
people after partition in 1947. They placed their own lives in jeopardy 
and helped the public as also the State. - We should encourage and not 
discourage these workers. 
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{Sardar Kabul Singh] 
: My hon. Friend Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar was pleased to say . 
F that the postponement of the scheme was being opposed on principle. 
i I ask him why should we not take steps against those who are amass- 
i ing wealth and being demoralized themselves were spreading the in- 
H fection of cowardice throughout the country. When Police action was. 
being taken in Hyderabad the demoralized business community of 
Amritsar was fleeing from the city. I think we should immediately 
proceed against those who are accumulating money in factories and 
whole sale concerns through the black market. We should nationalize 
their concerns and help those who stood by us in the hour of our need. 
We should not punish people because they have rendered us some 
service particularly when we know that if war breaks up they will not 
fail us. Here I am reminded of a Punjabi saying : : 


ABS d} HAA! Hi FE Sw | 
~ wo 
Bars A at aT AT ara t 


This means that a weaver who is proverbially coward can’t dare 
molest females of others and has therefore recourse to his own. I would 
in the circumstances request that we should not penalize people for 
having stood us in good stead. I may also quote Iqbal. He says: 


feaus sa Quana 3 | 

SHANA ST BTV È | 
Shrimati Shanno Devi Sehgal: Mr. Speaker I have already drawn 
your attention to this point and wish to appeal to the hon. Menibers once 
again not to give rustic examples of Marasis and weavers, as fortunate- 


ly or unfortunately some ladies also happen to be Members ofthis 
House. The hon. Member should withdraw the example cited by him. 


Sardar Kabul Singh: I am a country-dweller of the Punjab 
and am voicing the feelings of the Punjabee villagers. 


Shrimati Shanno Devi Sehgal: He must withdraw jhis words. 
It is not proper to use these words. 


(Sardar Kabul Singh again rose ti. speek) 


Mr. Speaker: That is all. The hon. Member can speak no 


more. 
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Chief Minister (The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava) (Hindi): 
Mr. Speaker, the resolution before the House has been discussed at 
length and speeches have been made in favour of as well as against it. 
Though I could not listen to all the speeches made with regard to it, I 
am aware of all the arguments which can be and have been advanced 
for or against it, because the subject has been considerably dicussed 
outside this House also. 


At the outset, I wish to give a brief history of this scheme. The 
Government considered the question of nationalization of transport in 
1947. Prior to that, this question was discussed in 1946 also, when 
the Congress Party formed Government in coalition with other parties 
in the pre-partitioned Punjab. Instructions were received ‘from the 
Congress Parliamentary Board for the nationalization of motor-transport. 
When the Government decided to nationalize it, the question arose as to 
who should be entrusted with preparing a scheme for this purpose, At 
first it was decided to ask the Public Service Commission to recruit a 
suitable person for doing this work. Then we thought that we should 
approach other States and ask them to suggest some person to do 
this work. We found that Punjabis were doiag this work in some 
other States. It was thought that we won’t be able to get a suitable 
perscn trom outside our State. Then the Government selected a | 
responsible person who had been doing this work and knew its ins 


-and outs and asked him to prepare a scheme. He chalked out a 


scheme which was discussed by the Cabinet. According to that 
scheme nationalization had to be dane by stages. The Government 
asked him to explore the possibility of effecting nationalization in a 
single stage and to prepare another scheme on that basis. That officer 
prepared both the schemes. Some of my hon. friends said that the 
Government did not possess able officers who could execute the scheme.. 
I wish to tell them ‘that the Government has got very competent 
officers who can execute the work very — efficiently. 
As a popular Government, we decided to take up this matter in 
consultation with those engaged in this trade. It was not correct on 
the part of transport-operators to think that tae Government wished te 
do them harm. This scheme was intended for the benefit of the State. 
Keeping this fact in view, the Government started talks with the re- 
presentati v es of transport-operators. Two or three meetings took place 
and the transport operators were ascured that the Government would 
act in a manner which would be just to them as well as to to the Gov- - 
ernment. After that a convention of the motor-transport-operators In 


the Punjab was held at Rupar. It is very commendable that the 
l 
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| transport companies in this State have formed an Association and do 
not enter into cut-throat competition with each other. The conven- 
tion held by this Association at Rupar was presided over by the Cong- 
ress President, Shri Pattabhi Sitaramayya. A resolution was passed 
at that convention and the Congress President also advised that the 
transport operators should hold negotiations with the Government. 


Ch udhr Suraj Mal: We have read all this in the newspapers. 


Chief Minister: The hon. Member does not appear to know that 
while discussing this matter, I have to refer to all these things. If be 
thinks that his time is being wasted, he need not keep sitting while I = 
am referring to these matters. After meeting us here, the representa- a 
tives of transport operators met us again at Amritsar. They placed 

` certain points before us and we assured them that we would discuss 

these points with them again and would not take decision without 
consulting them. The President of Panjab Provincial Congress Com- 
mittee, Gyani Gurmukh Singh Musafir, was also with them. 


According to the scheme, the Government had to run omnibus 
service. I don’t think the transport operators have any objection to 
the Government doing so. According to the demands made by them 

s0 far, they have desired te know the basis on which the amount of 
compensation to be paid for their carriages would be determined. 
They have also requested that if some settlement regarding determina- 
tion of adequate compensation is arrived at, in addition to motor-buses 
the Government should take over their work sheps and other buildings 


also. Compensation should, of course, be paid for these also. 


“6 P. M. {Then there is the question of partnership of the transport operat- 
Indented’ ors with the Government before us. If the partnership is agreed 


upon, we shall have to determine as to how many shares are to be allotted 
to the operators and whether they are to get majority of them or less X 


than that. Tn this connection, the Government is examining the 3 
principles decided by the transport operators. If I were to reply to 
the speeches made by the hon. Members of this House whether for or 
against the resolution and the amendment, € am afraid [ shall be 
prejudicing the negotiations that are now going on between the Govern- 
ment and the transport operators. As a result of that the negotiations 
would not be carried on, because it is not possible to doso if we are 
not open to conviction. If I start replying to the debate, the negotia- 
tions with the representatives of the transport operators become 


meaningless. But I don’t want to hinder those negotiaticns. It 
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_appears that the claimantis less enthusiastic than his supporters. The 

_ operators are willing to carry on negotiations with us, but those who 
profess to support them here are actually not acting in their interest. 
I, therefore, don’t think it proper to say anything in support of or oppo- 
sition to the Resolution. 


Some hon. Members have pointed out that the Transport Depart- 
ment of the Government is not efficient enough to run the whole business, 
and Omnibus Service is running at aloss. It has also been said that the 

Minister concerned is himself against the nationalization of transport. 
I am at a loss to understand as “to why these arguments have been put 
forward, These Friends should have known. that whatever the Govern- 
ment does, is done on the basis of joint responsibility of members of 
Cabinet. So there is n» question ofan hon. Minister doing anything 
on the basis of his personal opinion. It is wrong to attach much im- 
portance for this purpose to the statements issued by an hon. Minister 
before he entered office. As regards the Omnibus Service, I may 
inform the House that it is not running at a loss. It is not proper for an 
hon. Member to say so without actually having seen the account of the 
Service. It is also inccrrect to say that the Government has no 
effici nt officers for the purpose of running the transport business. I 
have already said something about the officer who is responsible for the 
formluation of the scheme for transport nationalization. The efficiency 

of the subordinate staff depends on the efficiency of the higher autho- 
rities. 

It has been said that the transport operators work more efficient- 
ly than the officials of 
Friends that the operators, when they would have shares in the concern 


the Goverameat. But Í may tell my hon. 


would naturally continue to take interest init and thus the efficiency 
will not suffer. As a matter of fact it would be their duty to make 
the concern a success, 


Again it has been said that, if wə nitioraliz2 the transport, we 
act against the agriculturists, who have made sacrifices for the 
country. It means that the Government is not of the people and they 

are against each other. But I may make it quite clear to all the hon. 
Members that ours is a popular Government and we never make dis- 
tinction between one set of people and the other. Itis the duty of 
the Government to think of providing work to everybody in the State. 


Again it is said that the nationalization of transport would inflict 
losses on the already ruined displaced persons, the zamindars and the 
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military men who have invested capital in this business after selling their 
land. Itis not the policy of the Government to take anything with- 
out paying compensation. I am not cne of those who believe in 
‘confiscation without compensation ’ as a principle of their politics. 
This is not our principle. If we nationalize a concern after 
arriving at some agreement with the people concerned, adequate 
compensation would be given to them. We cannot take any company 
under our control against the above principle. We work for the benefit 
of all the people of the State irrespective of the fact whether they are 
ruralites or urbanites. Those who say we favour one section of our 
people at the cost of others, are actually trying to create a gulf between 
one set of ptople and the other. Tt is most improper to raise such ques- 
tions. Asa matter of fact, both the ruralites and the urbanites are 
inter-dependent ; one cannot live without the other. I wonder how 
people who live in towns can call themselves ruralites. They only want 
to exploit the farmers for the purpose of creating a gulf between them 
and others. Of course, there are such persons who cannot plough land, 
they yet consider themselves agriculturists and they pretend to espouse 
the cause of the rural population. On my part, I consider myself a 
Punjabi first and a Punjabi last. As such I try to serve the rural and 
the urban populations equallv. Some persons want to create a gulf 
between thevillagers and the city people. Their motives may be to 
reap advantage out of it for themselves or their partiesin the coming 


A 
ı/ Mr. Speaker: No insinuations, please. 


Chief Minister : Those who, due to some such motives, try to 
create such a gulf do not, in fact, do any service to the country or tho 
province. They, as a matter of fact, do harm to both. Times are 
such that the interests of the country demand that we should work 
in a spirit of fraternity and love. This was the life mission of the 
Father of the Nation. He taught us to serve one another. If we are 
to work for the country we will have to cast aside the anti national 
tendencies of making distinction between one section of people 
and another. On the other hand our energies should be directed 
against illiteracy and the removal of the backwardness of the Harijans 
etc. The Harijans are economically backward They live in wretched 
conditions. They work from morning till evening. Our State cannot 
make progress unless the lot of such downtrodden persons is improved. 
It is the duty of us all to raise the living standards. of such sections of 
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society. It is only by doing such service to others that wecan go 
forward as a nation. Why should we indulge in useless efforts of 
creating differences between the villagers and the people living in 

cities and towns? We should look at tne problem from a sensible 

point of view. Suppose for instance we decide upon this scheme of 
nationalization of transport. What we will have to consider is 
whether the scheme is beneficial to Punjab as a whole or not. We 
will look at it from that angle. If it is for the benefit of the people at 
large that we will approach the operators and request them to accept it. 
We will try to make them understand the advantages that will 
accrue to the State. If our approach is sincere and our reasons 
are sound, there is no reason why they should not agree to it. They 
love their country as mush as we do. So I would appeal to the 

House through you, Sir, to look at this problem from this point of 

view. The operators have broad and patriotic outlook. They have 

in the past made sacrifices for the country and they are still prepared 

to serve the nation if called upon to do so. On our part we will make 

sure that they are not made to undergo unnecessary sufferings. It is 
our duty to see that they get full facilities for leading a happy and 

comfortable life. Our intention is to give them justice. There 1s no 
reason why any injustice may be perpetrated upon them. We ought 

to give adequate consideration to their point of view as well. 


Sir, it has been said on the floor of the House that the 
operators should not be made to suffer alone. Tf the Government is 
going to nationalize, why does it not nationalize other trades and 
factories as well? They say that everything should be nationalized 
at once. In fact, those who put forth such arguments are not 
themselves in favour of nationalization at all. Nationalization is not 
like electricity that you can switch iton, all at once. It can only 
ccme by stages and to begin with you have to decide upon one 
or two things for the purpose. -If an argument in favour of selecting 
one thing first is advanced another can be advanced for choosing a 
second thing. So you move in a vicious circle and you will have to 
break it. Jt is impossible to start with all the things at once. 

As a matter of fact those who advance such arguments are notat all 
keen about nationalization. 


Further, Sir, it has been said that there is the ~-quostion of 
rail-read competition, But will it lead to any general good ? Times 
have changed. Now all should join hands and work for the common 
good. Competitions are not going to pay. New roads areto be made 
where there are none, 30 that the produce of the villages may easily. 
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(Chief Minister] 
reach the markets for the mutual benefit of the consumers and 
producers. Money is required for the construction of new road: and 
the maintenance of old ones and for other multifarious activities of the ~ 
State. Where from will this money come ? Should we get it from 
those who have come from West Punjab or from others? Should we 
get it from the villagers or from the city people ? Some suggest that 
we should tax the rich people and not the poor. But may I know the 
detinition of a rich person? I don’t find any such persons in the 
villages or cities of Punjab whom we may call rich. Of course, before 
partition there used to be some rich zamindars in the villages of West 
Punjab. But their number was very small. Once in United Punjab a 
i question arose as to how many persons paid more than five thousand i 

i -rupees as land Revenue, Only thirteen such persons could be counted 

| in the whole of Punjab. Now after partition there are practically no 

big zamindars left in Punjab. The mill-owners are also few. They have 

: small capital. Punjab is at present essentially a province of the middle 
i class. Those who were formerly rich have been reduced to poverty 
i and the condition of those who were poor is beyond words to describe. 
When we study this problem we begin to wonder how much time and 
effortitwilltake to tring all to the level of a well-to-do middle class in 
thisprovince. So, to say that we can tax the rich people looks strange R 
because I find practically no rich people here. Stil we have some- 
how to make progress and all resources must be tapped. Butin this 
matter we don’t wish to go forward in an arbitrary manner. We have 


been negociating with che operators and we are prepared to accommo- 

date them as much as we can. If we embark upon the scheme of 

7 nationalization we will give adequate compensation. If we take the 

Hl routes that will also be after consultation with the persons 
a concerned. 


Sardar Dalip Singh Kang: Question may now be put, Sir. 


RS 
Chief Minister : Well, Sir, I was going to say that. ~x 

Shri Bhim Sen Saehar: On a point of order, Sir. Ts the 

request of the hon. Member not out of order ? 

fi {/ Mr. Speaker: No, it is quite in order, but the hon. Member did 

J not press it. 7 
1 

Chief Minister: I may therefore tell the hon. Members that : 


they are at liberty to accept the resolution and throw out the amend- 
ment. But they must remember that if they de so, i.e., if they reject 
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the amendment they would be putting obstacles in the way of the 
Government. [ do not want that any impediment should be placed in 
resolving this problem amicably. But if any attempt is made by any 
party to thwart the settlement, then it would be neither in the best 
interests of the operators nor that of the Government. I think Ihave 
made the position abundantly clear and I reiterate that whatever 
decision we may arrive at, it would be taken in full consultation with 
the representatives of the operators. We would sit together, deliberate 
together and thus find out a solution satisfactory to them. Through 
vou, Sir, I assure the House and the operators that nothing will be 
thrust down their throat. I hope they will extend their co-operation 
unstintedly. I expect that any step they take in the matter would be 
in consonance with the best interests of the State of Punjab. I would, 
therefore, appeal to the hon. Members that if they think fit they may 
adopt the amendment moved by Shri Dev Raj Sethi; otherwise the 
resolution may be withdrawn. 


Sardar Dalip Singh Kang: Question may now be put, Sir. 


Mr. Speaker: Question is— 


That the question be now put. 


The motion was carried. 


Sardar Dalip Singh Kang (Ex-member West Punjab Assembly 
representing Lyllyur East Sikh, Rural) (Punjabi): Sir, I have 
listened to the speech of the hon. Chief Minister with rap: attention 
and J am very grateful to him for the assurance he has held out to 
safzguard the interests of the op2rators. [ am fully satisfied that he 
would not do anything which may go counter to the interests ot the 

operators. I tully realise that postponement of the scheme of 
nationalization of motor-transport for some years, would entail some 
loss to the State Exchequer. But may I ask whether this is the only 
source Of revenue left ? I amofthe view that there are several 
other avenues which can safely be tapped. As you are aware, Sir, 
private companies are charging exorbitant rates for supplying 
electric energy. Goverument is also a big monopolist in this comodity. 
If it enhances the rates to the same extent to which the private 
companies have done, I think lakhs of rupees would accrue to the 
State. I have no objection to the acceptance of the amendment to 
this resolution and Į therefore request the Hceuse to adcpt the 
resolution as amended. 
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Mr. Speaker: Question is -~  _ 
(i) That in line 3 for the figure ‘5’, the figure ‘ 3" be substituted ; 
(ii) That at the end the following words be added :— 
“ subject to the condition that the Government may take up such rantes 


N as it deems essential as an experimental measure. 
Phe motion was carried. 


Mr. Speaker: Question is — 

This Assembly recommends to the Government to postpone its scheme for 
the Nationalization of MotorTransport in the State for3 years 
subject to the condition that the Government may take up such 
routes as it deems essential as an experimental measure. 


The motion was carried . 


ANTI CORRUPTION OFFICER. 


Mebta Ranbir Singh: If I move my resolution just now, will ië 
be carried on to the next day ? 


Mr. Speaker: It will be carried over to the next day fixed for 
non-official resolutions. 


Sardar Dalip Singh Kang: The hon. Member withdrew from 
the Chamber. Is he now entitled to move this resolution ? 


Captain Ranjit Singh: On a point of order, Sir. 
Mr. Speaker : What is the hon. Member's point of order ? 


Captain Ranjit Singh : My point of order is that the hon. 
Member in the first instance declined to move his resolution and then 
he authorised another hon. Member to move the resolution on his 
behalf. Now I see some sort of canvassing going on to press him to 
move his resolution. My point is whether he can be allowed to move 

his resolution when he himself does not want to do so. 


Mr. Speaker: [ft is half past sixof the clock. The House 
stands adjourn d. 


The Assembly then adjourned till Friday, 10th Maxch 1950, 
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Punjab Legislative Assembly 
FIRST SESSION OF THE FIRST PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


Friday, 10th March 1950. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Simla, at 
10 a.m of the clock. Mr. Speaker (The Hon. Sardar Kapoor Singh) 
in the Chair, 


ee ee Gees 


`N 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


CRIME IN JULLUNDUR DISTRICT. 


*1447. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the hon. Chief Mininster be 
pleased to state : — 


(a) whether attention of the Government has been drawn to 
press reports relating to the increase in crimes in the Fullundur 
district ; 


(b) what special steps, if any, have been taken by the Govern- 
ment to check the crime wave in the Jullundur district in particular 
and the Doaba ilaqa in general ; 


(c) how doses the total incidence of crimz in the Jullundur district 
during the latter half of the year 1948 compare with latter half of the 
year 1949 ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : (a) The reports in the 
press were exaggerated. Crime in the Jullundur District has been on 


the decrease and is now almost normal as would be borne out from the 
statement placed on the table of the House.t There isan alround 
decrease in every type of crime except in dacoities which register a 
slight increase. This increase is due to the peculiar position of the 
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[Chief Minister] | | oe 2 
District which is hemmed inon three sides by the “Kapurthala 
territory and on the fourth by the riverain tracts of the Sutlej river. 
Moreover Jullundur being the centre of the Rehabilitation Department, 
displaced persons from all over the State visit Jullundur and stay 
there for weeks together. As they are strangers to this place, the 
chances of the detection of crime committed by them if any, are, 
therefore, meagre. 

(b) The following special steps were taken by Government to 


check crime in the Jullundur District, in particular, and the Doaba 
ilaga, in general :— 


l. Extensive action under the preventive sections of | 


the Cr. P. C. 


2. With the assistance of the P. A. P., the Mounted Police 
and the members of the Volunteer Corps, extensive 
patrolling and well-planned Nakabandi were organised 


on a wide scale, both in the rural and urban areas of 
the duqa. o 


3. Striking forces of Police were locatel at strategic places 


so that the same may be available for duty at short 
notice. 


4. A special dacoity staff has been constituted in the 
Jullundur District and a Central investigation staff has 
been formed in the Hoshiarpur District to deal with 
serious crime. 


5. Village Defence Scheme was enforced vigorously and the 
fire-arms licensees were given necessary training in the 
use of their arms so that they may be able to play their 


part properly and efficiently when necessity arose for the 
same. 


6. Special drives were carried out for the recovery of 
illicit arms, illicit liquor, arrest of proclaimed offenders 


and Military Deserters and for tracing absentee bad 
characters. 


7. A special staff for detecting cases of cycle thefts has. also 
been formed at Hoshiarpur. 
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Starred Questions and Answers . (5) 3 


(c) A statement showing the total incidence of crime in the 
Jullundur District during the latter half of the year 
1948, as compared with the latter half of the year 1949, is also 
placed on the table of the House.f 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Do not tha comparative figures of crime 
committed in the last six months of the years 1948 and 1949, as given in 
the statement placed on the table of the House, rev eal that while 148 
excise offences were committed in 1948, their number rose to 263 in 
1949 ? Do not these figures reveal that there was increase in cases of 
murder by four and that the number of robberies and burgalaries also 
increased ? How can then the situation be described as normal ? 


Chief Minister: A certain number of crimes are always 
committed. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: What is the cause of heavy increase in the 
number of excise offences ? 

Chief Minister : Whenever a drive for the arrest of those 
cngaged in illicit distillation is made, a large number of offenders are 
arrested. 

Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha:. Donot the Excise Sub-Inspactors 
put up bogus cases ? 


Chief Minister: No, the offenders are actually arrested. 

Shrimati Sita Devi: Isit not a fact that in two villages of 
Jullundur District, the police helped dacoits in abducting two Harijan 
girls at night and that these cases have not been decided so far. 


Chief Minister: What does the hon. lady Member mean by the 
‘decision ’ of these cases ? Have these gone to the Court ? 


Shrimati Sita Devi: One of the cases is before the Court and 
the other is still being investigated as that offence took place 
about fifteen days back. i 


Chief Minister : The case which has gone to the Court will be 
decided there. About the other, as the hon. Member has stated, 
investigatlon is still being carried on. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: The hon. Chief Minister stated that there 
had been decrease :n crime. Is not the act ial position just the reverse 
of that ? Is it not a fact that the police does not care to investigate 
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Chief Minister: The commission of two crimes of abduction 
does not mean an allround increase in crime. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: I have brought two cases of abduc- 
tion of Harijan girls to the notice of the Government. Many more 
erimes are being committed. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: The hon. Chief Minister was pleased 
to state that the number of crimes committed in the latter half of 
1949 was not larger than that for the same period during 1948. Do 
not the figures supplied by him reveal a different state of affairs ? 


Chief Minister : As submitted by me, when drive is made for 
tracing cases of illicit distillation, it results in registration of a large 
number of cases. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Do not the figures reveal increase 
in the number of dacoity cases? Isnot dacoity a very serious 
crime ? x 


Chief Minister : Yes, there has been slight increase in the 
number of cases of dacoity, which is certainly a serious crime. 


COMMUNISTS UNDER DETENTION. 


*1448. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will thə hon. Chief Minister be 
pleased to state :— 


(a) the total number of Communists under detention in 
the various jails in the Punjab on 3lst December, 
1949 ; 


(b) the total amount paid upto 3lst December, 1949 to 
the Communist detenus in the form of various 
allowances ; 


(c) the total amount paid up to 3lst December, 1949, to the 
families of the above referred to detenus ; 


(d) the total number of internees ; 


(e) the number of such Communists who have so far evaded 
arrest ? 
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Starred Questions and Answers _ () 5 


The hon, Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: 


(a) 218. 

(b) Rs. 111889-0-3 as follows ;— 
Diet allowance jee Rs. 107638 6 9 
Toilet allowance ae Rs. 2423 13 9 
Sundry allowances... Rs. 1826 11 9 


(c) Rs. 6641-1-9. 
(d) 66. 


(e) It is not in the public interest to supply this information. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: The hon. Chief Minister was pleased to 
stateřthat the Government spent one lakh of rupees as diet allowance 
of the detenus while a sum of six thousand rupees only was ‘paid as 
family allowance to their dependants. May I know the number of 
detenus whose families were given allowance ? : 


Chief Minister: I shall be able to answer this question, if 
notice is given. _ 


Sardar Sajjan Singh : The hon. Chief Minister has stated that 

it is not in public interest:to give out the number of such Communists 

who are evading arrest. Is it not a fact that their names are published 
in the Government Gazette ? 


Chief Minister: Ifthe hon. Member knows that their names 
are published in the Gazette, where is the necessity of his asking this 
question ? 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Are those prisoners who escaped 
from Ludhiana Jail also included in those who are said to be evading 
arrest ? 


Chief Minister: I have given no figures of persons who- are 
evading arrest. Those who have escaped from the Jail are certainly 
wanted for arrest. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Have those who escaped from the 
Jail been re-arrested ? 


Chief Minister : Not yet. 
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Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is the Government ‘aware of the 
fact that out of one lakh of rupees said to have been paid to detenus 
as allowance, major part is likely to be contributed by the communists 
to their Party Fund ? Will it not defeat the purpose for which the 
Government paid it ? 


Chief Minister: It may be so. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Does not the Chief Minister feel 
that as compared with one lakh of rupees spent on detenus, the sum of 


six thousand rupees paid as allowance to their families is too 
small. i 


Chief Minister : It should not be understood that the family of 
every detenue is entitled to allowance as such. Those who are in need 
of it get it. 


© Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Has the hon. Chief Minister 
assured himself that the families of dete nus are well provided ? 


Chief Minister: I did not say so. Family allowance is given 
in those cases where it is considered essential to do so. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: How is it that while those who are 
detained in the Jails have required one lakh. of rupees, but only six 
thousand rupees hav: been paid as allowances to their families ? 


Are the dependent families to be punished more than the detenus 
themselves ? | | 


“ Chief Minister: The Government has to provide food to those | 
who are detained in the Jails. Why should any money be given to 
the families of those, who are not in need of it? 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Has the Government satisfied 
itself that the families of detenus do not need more than what the 
Goverment is giving them ? 


Chief Minister: Applications are received for the grant of 
family-allowance and the Government decides on these after making 
necessary enquiries. | 


Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: May I know if the Government 
has any ‘ntention of interning these d tenus in their villages for the 
purpose of effectin g saving in expenditure that is now being incurred 
on them ? | 
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LOCATION OF THE HIGH COURT. 


*1456. Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: Will the hon. Chief Minister 
be pleased to state :—- 


(a) whether the Government received a proposal to locate the 
High Court at Jullundur ; 


(b) whether in this connection he undertook a tour ; and if so, 
the result there of ? 


The on. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : 


\ 
(a) Yes. 


(b) Yes. It was found after detailed enquiries that adequate 
accommodation was not available at Jullundur for 
locating the High Court. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know if there is any scheme 
under consideration of the Government for posting one or two judges 
of the High Court at places like Jullundur and Delhi in order to give 
relief to the Jitigants ? 


Chief Minister : “Such a thing is not possible because there 
will be difficulty in the case of Benches of the High Court. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is the Government aware of the 
fact that the litigants have to undergo a lot of hardship for coming 
over to Simla ? o 


Chief Minister: Government is no doubt aware of this fact ; 
but we have to take into consideration other aspects of the question 
as well. We first decided to take the High Court down to plains, it was 
said that we were acting against the wishes of the High Court. Even the 
Bar Association at that time passed a resolution demanding the removal 
of High Court to the plains. Later on they passed a resolution for not 
doing so. In spite of that, we inquired about the accommodation for 
the judges and their staff. But it could not be managed. That is why 
we could not shift the High Court toany other place. Moreover the 
Bar Association desired the High Court to be moved to the new capital 
town when it is built. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: May I know ifit is a fact that this 


House sometime back passed a resolution demanding the removal of 
High Court to plains as soon as possible ? 


. x 
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Mr. Speaker ; I have no recollection of any such resolution. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know if there is any scheme 
under the consideration of the Government for posting a judge of the | 
High Court at some place like Jullundur, as is being considered in the 
case of Delhi, for the convenience of the litigants, 


Chief Minister: My learned Friend should know that the work 
of High Court cannot be carried on through circuit courts. 


Chaudhri Sundar Singh: The hon. Chief Minister has stated 
that the Bar Association recommended for not removing High Court 
from Simla ? Is he aware of the opinion of the low-paid subordinate 
servants of the High Court who want that it should be shifted to the 
plains ? 


Chief Minister: This fact alone doesnot solve our problem. * 
What is required is accommodation. 


Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha : May I know if the building of the 
Secretariat at Jullundur is not sufficient for the purpose of the High 
Court and its judges ? 


Chief Minister : Accommodation is required not only for the L 
judges but also for other staff and lawyers as well as their clerks. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May 1 know inhow much time 
High Court would be shifted to plains ? 


Chief Minister: As soon as the capital town is built. 

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: How long would it take to build the w 
capital-town ? The ex-Home Minister said that it would take four or i 
five years ? 


Chief Minister: That is his opinion. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it nota fact that it would take 
four or five years to complete the capital ? 


Chief Minister: No, that is not correct. 
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TRAVELLING ALLOWANCE DRAWN BY CHIEF PARLIAMENTARY 
SECRETARY. | 


*1460. Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: Will the hon. Chief 
Minister be pleased to state the nature of work allotted to the Chief 
Parliamentary Secretary and the total amount of travelling allowance 
drawn by him so far ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: A note detailing the 
duties of the Parliamentary Secretaries generally including the Chief 
Parliamentary Secretary, is laid on the tablet The Chief Parlia- 
mentary Secretary, Ch. Kartar Singh did not draw any travelling 
allowance while he held this office. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra : Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 
state if there are any minimum qualifications required for the office of 
the Chief Parliamentary Secretary. 


Chief Minister: No such qualifications are required either in 
the case of Members or for the office of the Chief Parliamentary 
Secretary. ° 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I knov if the Chief Parlia- 
mentary Secretary undertook any tours in the past? If he under- 
took any, has he charged any travelling allowance for them ? 


Chief Minister : He has not drawn any travelling allowance 


so far. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra : Isit not a fact that the Chief 
Parliamentary Secretary has submitted his travelling allowance bills 
amounting to hundreds of rupees ? 


Chief Minister: If the hon. Member gives notice, I can reply to 
this question. 


LEAVE RESERVE CLERKS. 


*1465. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the hon. Minister for 
Education be pleased to state : 


(a) the approximate number of leave reserve clerks in the office 
= of Deputy Commissioners of each district in the State ; 


t Kept in the Library. 
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{Shri Dev Raj Sethi] . 
(b) the monthly salary paid to each one ef them ; 


(c) whether a majority of them are not yet confirmed even after 
eight to ten years of continued service ; 


(d) the number of such unconfirmed clerks ? 


The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh : 


(a) Hissar Se 9 
Karnal e 9 
Simla Sia 3 
Gurgaon ae 8 
Rohtak ws 8 
Ambala mee 
Kangra ae == 10 
Hoshiarpur s. I3 
Jullundur s L 
Ludihana as 8 
Ferozepore wiv, H 
Amritsar aes 16 
Gurdaspur ss 11 

Total we (132 

(b) They are drawing pay in the time scale of Rs. 50-3-80 
4-100, 

(c) No, majority of them are confirmed. 

\ (d) 24 (Approximately). 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know the number of the 
majority of the Government servants who have been confirmed ? 


Minster: Minus 24 out of 132 
i 


Pandit Shri Ram Siarma: May I know the maximum period 
of service put in by any candidate before confirmation ? 


Minister: It requires notice. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : May I know if the Government 
feels that the clerks who are not confirmed remain in doubt regarding 
their future and thus they cannot start any other business even ? 


Minister: The Government servants appointed against 


rescrveđ posts cannot be confirmed. 


| 
| 
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FUTURE CAPITAL OF PUNJAB. 


*1498. Dr, Sant Ram Seth: Will the hon. Minister for Labour 
be pleased to state :-- 


(a) whether the Government has decided that Chandigarh will. 
be the future Capital of the Punjab ; 


(b) whether the survey of the place has been duly completed 


and the layout plan of the site is ready ; if not the time 
likely to be taken over it ; 


(c) the area acquired for the purpose and the price paid to the 
owners of land ; | 


(d) the number of plots prepared and their categories, 
if any ; 


(e) the number of plots for sale offered to the public ; 


(f) the dimensions of each type of plots and the price fixed for 
each category ; 


(g) whether the refugees only are entitled to purchase them ; 


(h) the concessions proposed to be given to purchasers regard- 
ing building materials ; 


° 


(i) whether the plots are proposed to be auctioned out and 
given to the higher bidders, or whether the prices will be 


fixed by the Government ; 
7 
(j) whether the Government is inviting applications for the 


sale of these plots ; 


(k) the amenities proposed to be given to the future residents 
of the Capital ; 


(1) the position regarding the availability of drinking water in 
Chandigarh ? | 


The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad: Yes, the Government 


has def initely decided to locate the new Capital of the Punjab at 
Chandigarh. 


Origi 
Punja 
Digiti 
Panja 


with; 
idhan Sabha 
by; 


(5) 12 Punjab Legislative Assembly | - —tOth March, 1950. 


[Minister for Labour} 


(b) The topographical survey of the area has already been 
carried out by the Survey Department of the Government of India 
and the planning of the Capital is now in hand for which Government 
has selected an American firm of Messrs. Mayer, Whittlesey, Architects 


and Planners in New York. The master plan of the capital is expected 
to be ready during this hot weather. 


(c) No area has so far been acquired for the construction of the 


Capital. The question of the price being paid to the owners therefore 
does not arise. 


(d) The question of the number of plots prepared in categories 


will arise after the detailed planning has been completed which will be 
undertaken as soon as the master plan has been approved. 


(e) and (f) In view of fd) above the question of the nu mber of 
plots offered to public and the dimensions of each plot etc., does not 
arise. Plots will vary in sizes from 10 marlas to 14 acres. 


(g) the Government has so far taken no decision with regard to 
the allottment of plots. For the sale of plots no preference will be 


shown but facilities of loans will be available to the refugees. 


(h) No details have so far been worked out with regard to the 
issue of build ing materials to the purchasers of sites but Government 
has under consideration to give facilities for the purchase of building 
materials on the same lines as is being done in the case of other 
refugees colonies built. 


(i) This is premature in view of the fact that detailed planning 
of the township has not yet been completed. These matters would be 
taken up when further details are available. 


(j) The Government has already invited applications for the 
purchase of plots in the Capital. We have received 40,000 applications. 
With a view to determining whether all these applications are firm, 
the Government- intends to ask for earnest money frcm the persons 
who have so far applied. | 


ik) It is proposed to provide all amenities to the public in the 
proposed new Capital of the State in the form of roads, water supply, 
drainage, public parks shopping centres, etc. 
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(1) The position of ater supply in the capital is under active 
investigation. While originally it was contemplated to obtain water 
from the da ming of river Ghaggar at Chandigarh in view of our 
experiments with trial bores at at the site of the Capital it is now 
hoped that we should be able to obtain water from tubewells from the 
site itself. 


Dr. Sant Ram Seth: May I know the approximate area of land 
which is prop:sed to be acquired for the construction of the Capital ? 


Minister: About eight or nine thousand acres. 


Dr. Sant Ram Seth: Out of this land may I know how much 
belongs to the Muslim Evacuees and how much to the local 
inhabitants ? 


Minister: This can be known only when the final plan is 


received. 
Shri Virendra: When is ‘the final plan expected to arrive. 


Minister: J have already replied that the first plan will 
reach here by the end of March and the final plan is expected by the 
end of May. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Mav I know what idea was given to 
the Town Planner about the land ? a 
Minister : Of course, the idea about the land was given to the 


Town Planner. But it is for him to select the best place there. It is 
only after his final plan that any idea about the area of the Evacuee 


and other land can be made. 
Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : The hon. Minister may give a tentative 
idea. 


Minister: As some changes might be made hereafter there is no 
need to give such an idea at present. 


Dr. Sant Ram Seth: What will be the approximate price of 


eight or nine acres of land that is to be acquired. 


Minister: It has not yet been determined. 


Shri Viresdra : May I know the basis on which the allotment 
of plots will be made ? 
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Minister: No final decision has yet been arrived at im this 
connection. 


Shri Virendra : [sit not already late. Decision in this matter 
should have been arrived at much earlier. 


Minister: Jt is difficult to take any decision on this matter 
so long as we do not have the plan before us. It is only after we 
receive the plan that this thing can be decided. 


Shri Virendra : Is there any truth in the press reports that the 


value of the property that is being acquired is about sixteen crores of 
rupees. | 


Minister : I dont’ know from where these presswalas get such 
$ 


e 


informatión. 


Mr. Speaker: I would like to draw the attention of the hon. 
Members to Rule 29 (7) of the Rules of Procedure , it reads : 
it shall not contain references lo newspapers by name and shall not ask 
whether statements in the press or of private individuals or unofficial 
bodies are accurate. 
Shri Virendra : All the press reports are not wrong. 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Most of them are not 
Shri Virendra : These reports are given by Ministers to the press 
people. 
Minister : J think no Minister can give such information. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: What is the number of new applications? 


Minister: I cannot say this off hand. 

Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: What is the approximate area required 
for the capital at the first stage and how much evacuee land is included 
in it ? - 

Chief Minister: J require notice for answering this question. 

Shri Behari Lal Chanana: May I know whether the prescribed 
forms of applying for plo ts in the new capital are reedy. 

Minister: The forms have been designed. The number of 
applications so far received is about forty thousand and in order 


to see whether all of them are valid, earnest money has been 
asked for. A final date will be shortly fixed for the purpose. 
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FUTURE CAPITAL OF THE PUNJAB. 


*1499. Dr. Sant Ram Seth : Will the hon. Minister for Labour 
be pleased to state — 
+ 
(a) whether it is a faċt that the Government decided in the 
beginning of 1948 that Chandigarh would be the site for the 
Capital of the Punjab; 


(b) what progress, if any, has been made in implementing the 
above decision ; 


(c) if the answer to part (b) is in the negative the reasons there- 
for? 


The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad: (a) The Government took 
the decision to locate the Capital of the Punjab at Chandigarh during 
the year [948. 


(b) Since then the topographical survey of the area has 
been carried out and maps completed. The scheme has been 
carefully investigited and a number of alternative proposals have 
been worked out. Such problems as communications, water supply 
and drainage, etc., have been investigated and the Government 
is now ina position to go ahead with the scheme as soon as master 
plan is ready. The Government has selected an American firm of 
Planners by the name of Messrs. Mayer and Whittlesay of New 
York for the purpose and it is hoped that plans would be ready during 
this hot weather. 


(c) The Government intends to go ahead with the construction of 
the Capital as soon as the planning of the town is completed. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: May I know how much population is 
expected to be served by the tube well scheme in the 


Capital ? 
Chief Minister : I} lakh of population. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: What further arrangement does the 


hon. Chief Minister propose to make if the population increases to five 
lakhs ? 


TN 
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Chief Minister: If the boring experiment which is now being 
carried out at the site of the Capital, proves a success, then more 
tube wells will be provided to meet the requirements of the increasing . 


population. But if it fails then water supply would be procured _ 


from the river Ghaggar. 


r 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the Chief Minister kindly inform 

the House as to what percentage or proportion of the work undertaken 

by it in regard to the construction of Capital, has been accomplished 
by it ? 

Chief Minister : Master plan is yet under preparation. 

is completed, we would get those things executed first which are 


When it 


ef urgent necessity. 

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma My point is that Government 
must have to do some work in connection with the construction of 
the Capital. I want to know what percentage of that necessary 
work has so far been accomplished by the Government. 


Chief Minister: If the hon. Member gives notice, necessary 
information will be collected. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: | May I know whether the Chief Minister 


the difficulties and hardships experienced by the poor 


is aware of 
construction of 


peons and clerks arising out of the delay in the 
the Capital? Ifsd, whether he is prepared to shift the Capital 


temporarily to some other place to obviate their hardship ? 


Chief Minister: Government is well aware of the position, but 
cannot shift the Capital temporarily to some other place. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Is the hon. Chief Minister aware of the i 
hard lot of these people who are being crushed under the high cost of | 
living and biting cold of the Winter at Simla ? If so, what does 
the Government propose to do in the matter of alleviating their 
trouble ? 


Chief Minister: Government is fully alive to their difficulties 
and feels much more than the hon. Lady Member does. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: [want to know how much time the ss 
scheme will take before the site of the Capital is capable of admitting 


the eoustruction of houses ? 
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Chief Minister : I cannot say off hand, 
Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: He could give some idea at least. 
Chief Minister: Not till the master plan is ready. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: My point is that Government must 
have some idea as to how long the completion of the master plan 
will take and then in what time the levelling of the land will 
be accomplished and so on. Similarly I] want to knew by 
what time does the Government expect that it would be possible to 
lay the first brick of the Government building there ? 


Chief Minister: Nothing can be said in the absence of the 
master plan which as I have said is not yet ready. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : , But the Secretariat must have formed 
some idea of the- time which it will take to lay the foundation 
stone of the first building of the Government ? 


Chief Minister: I have nothing to addtowhat I have 
already stated. My hon. Friend has been in office and he knows the 
whole affair. "d 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: May I know whether the material 
acquired by the Government in connection with the construction of 
the Capital, has appreciated or depreciated in value ? 


(7 Mr. Speaker : This question dcesnot arise. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : It does arise. I want to know the 
progress made in the construction of the Capital. 


Chief Minister: If the hon. Member gives notice, information will 


be collected. í 


l Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know whether the knowledge 
of details about the Capital is to remain between the present and 
past Ministers or other hon. Members are aso entitled to know 
something about it ? 


\ 

Chief Minister: If the hon. Member wants any information 

he can give notice and 1 will be glad to impart him the necessary 
information. | 
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Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : When does the hon. Chief Minister 
expect their publication ? 


Chief Minister: I can say nothing off hand. But draft 
electoral rolls are unofficially open to inspection. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: The hon. Chief Minister has remarked 
that the electoral rolls have not so far been published. It is 
possible that they may have to be prepared afresh. i 


Chief Minister : The possibility is there, but in all probability that 
necessity may not arise . 


Sardar Swaran Singh: When it is admitted that the draft 
eletoral rolls contain certain lacuna, may I know whether Government 
has any intention to get them rectified by such a method that the 
necessity of putting in written application is obviated ? 


Chief Minister : My hon. Friend will agree with me that it 
would entail a huge amount to get the electoral rolls prepared afresh. 
In view of this facilities will be granted to the public to put in their 
objections in writing and the same would be incorporated, if found 


correct. ‘ 


Sardar Swaran Singh: May I know whether it is the intention 
of the Government to devise any other method for including their 
names without putting in any applications. Is it also the intention 
of the Government to include the names of persons on their verbal 


ni 


requests ? 


Chief Minister : Government would not be prepared to accept 
verbal requests and it would be difficult to include their names 
without making any applications meant for this purpose. Applications 


would be necessary to give an opportunity to anyone who wanted 


to raise objection against the inclusion of any name in the list. 


Sardar,Swaran Singh: Has the Government any intention to 
prepare the additions to the Electoral Rolls ? 


Chief Minister :” This would be possible when application 
would be made and objections received by the revising authority. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: Is it the intention of the Government 
to charge any court fees on these applications ? 


oy 
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Chief Minister: I cannot say whether any fees would’ be 


charged. This will be known after the enactment of the new Electoral 
Law. 


Captain Ranjit Singh: Is it a fact that the names of quite a 
large number of people are registered as voters at more than one 
place in the State. Is it the intention of the Government to set 
these irregularities right ? 


Chief Minister: These would be set right at the opportune 
time. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma ; May I know if before the submission 
of objections against the inclusion of namesin the electoral rolls, 
people would be given an opportunity to get the necessary corrections 
made by the officers. Is it a fact that this practice would result in 
facilitating the work at the time of raising objections by the people 
against the inclusion of names ? 


Chief Minister: This can be possible only when the electoral 
rolls are published officially. 


Mr. Speaker: I think the hon. Member means the supple- 
mentary lists. 


Chief Minister; What isthe funs in preparing draft supple- 
mentary lists. 


Pandit Shri Rem Sharma: In view of the fact that draft 
electoral rolls have already been prepared and that there would be 
too many mistakes in it on account of the large number of the voters, 
may I know if before the publication of these lists, people would be 
given an opportunity to get the necessary corrections rectified ? 


Chief Minister: Even in the event of inclusion of all the 
names in the list, there will always be objection against the inclusion 
of-persons in the electoral rolls. 


Shri Virendra : May J know the basis on which the draft 


electoral rolls have been prepared. Have these been prepared consti- 
tuency-wise . 


Chief Minister : These have heen prepared area- 
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Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : In view of the fact that it is the 
intention of the Government to make arrangements for entering the 
names of those persons in the rolls Who have not been able to 
do so previously and that large amount would have to be spent on 
this work, may I know if the Government is prepared to accept the 
offer of honorary organisations such as Congress Committees etc., to 
do this job. They will prepare these additions and objections in this 
connection can be raised afterwards ? 


Chief Minister: The suggestion would be acceptable to the 
Government, 


Pandit Faqir Chand: What arrangements has the Government 
made for transferring thc names of those refugees who would shift 
= to some different places at the time of’making permanent allotment ? 


Chief Minister: I have already stated that. However I may 
add that we have already referred this matter to the Government of 
India and have further requested them to make this provision in the 
Electoral Law under which the names of refugees referred to above by 

my hon. Friend can be shifted. | 


DELIMITATION OF CONSTITUENCIES. 


*1511. Shri Virendra : Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state the steps taken by the Government to delimit the consti- 
tuencies for the purposes of elections under the new constitution. 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: Instructions about the 
i delimitation of constitueitcies from the Election Commissioner, create d 
! by the Constitution of India are awaited. Preliminary work, such as 
the working out of figures of voters for each thana, zail and tehsil has, 
however, been taken in hand. 


| Shri Virendra : Has any survey been made of the constituen- 
3 cies which are to be delimited. What are the basis of registering the 
voters ? 


Chief Minister: Such lists are being made district-wise :rd 
thana-wise. 
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Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know if during the regime 
of Sachar Ministry any such committee was set up to make any 
ee recommendations in this direction. Has the the present Ministry set 

up any such committee ? | 


Chief Minister: Not yet. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know if any Delimitation 
Committee was formed during the regime of the Bhargava Ministry ? 


Chief Minister: Ouse such committe? was formed but th2 Sachar 


= Ministry scrapped it, and another committee was appointed instead. 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Isit the intention of the Govern- 
| ment to set up such a committee ? 
LO s : : 
Chief Minister: Yes. 
Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: May I know whether any notification 
has been issued by the Government about the appointment of this 
Committee ? g 
Chief Minister: Not yet. 
' Sardar Swaran Singh: It is a question of rules. 
Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Is the hon the Chief Minister perfectly 
sure that orders have not been issued to this effect ? 
Chief Minister : Yes, no orders have been issued. 
< Sari Dav Raj Sethi: Is it the intention of the Government to 
° delimit the constituencies village-wise and town wise at the time of 
pena delimitation of constituencies ? 
4 Chief Minister: This is to be done by the Delimitation Com- 
P mittee and not by the Government. 
Chaudhri Suraj Mal: Has this work in connection with the 
À delimitation of constituencies to be done by the Central Government 
stom er the State Government ? 
Chief Minister: This work is to be done by Delimitation 
Committee. 
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Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Has the Government decided to 
appoint a Delimitation Committee or this matter is still under its 
consideration ? 


Chief Minister: This Committee would be set up under the 
Electoral Rules. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: When will this decision be made 
by the Government ? 


Chief Minister: Electoral Rolls have not yet been prepared. 


ee ee, maaa 


GAZETTED HOLIDAYS FOR WORK-CHARGED LABOURERS. 


*1228. Sardar Sajjan Sinzh: Will the hon. Chief Minister 
be pleased to state : 


(a) whether Sunday and other gazetted nolidays are enjoyed 
by the work-charged labourers working in the Buildings 
and Roads and Irrigation Branches of the P. W. D.; 


(b) Whether itisa fact that the work-charged labourers. 
working in the pumping sections of the Nangal and 
Bhakra Dams have not been allowed to enjoy the afore- 
said holidays during the last [8 months, and if so, the 
reasons therefor ; 


(e) whether the Government intends to compensite them for 
the work done by these employees in these holidays 
during the last 18 months, if not, the .easons therefor ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : 


(a) According to depar:mental rules, the gazetted holidays 
and alternate Sundays are allowed to  work-charged 
establishment. 

(b) Pumping operation must work for day and night to make 
the work possible. 

The staff works for 24 hoursin 8 hourly shifts which are 
chanzed weekly. Every member of the staff gets rest of 
32 hours in every fortnight. | 


At Bhakra the work-charged staff are allowed holidays as per 
reply to para (a) of question. 
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(c) At Nangal, the staff has been compensatedin the shape of 
higher wages as compared to the wages of corresponding 
staff engaged on other works. 


The question of further compensation does not arise. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: What is the difference between these 
persons and those who are already drawing high salaries? 


Chief Minister: I require notice. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: The hoa. the Chief Minister has 


referred to the high wages, may I know as to how much would be the 
wages, Is there only a difference of 3 or 6 pies ?, 


Chief Minister: It isjust possible that there may be 
a difference of even annas 8. \ 


LABOUR WELFARE OFFICERS. 


*1290. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for. Local 
Self Government and Labour be pleased to, state :~- 


| (a) the total number of the labour welfare officers working in 
the State on 31-8-49 ; 


(b) whether the labour welfare officer. posted at Nangal has 
been put under the control of Irrigation Department ; 


(c) the number of the labour welfare officers posted at 
different labour centres of the State who are put under 
the direct control of P. W. D. at place; other than 
Nang l ? 


The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azat : 
(a) Three. 
One under the Labour Department on General duty. 


One under the I. B. at Nangal, and 


One under the T. B. at Government Central Workshop, 
Amritsar. 
(b) Yes. 


(c) None, 
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Sardar Sajjan Singh: Is it not a fact that the Labour Welfare 
Officer whois posted at Nangal to look after the interests of the 
labour employed there, is hampered in his work owing to the fact 
thathe is subordinate tothesenior officers of the Irrigation 
Department ? 


Minister: No, he is there to look to the’® :difficulties 
of the labour and carries on his work according to the 
duties assigned him under the rules. The senior officers 
do not. put obstacles in the way of his performing his duties 
satisfactorily. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: Isn’t it a fact that he has to send ‘his 
‘dak ’ through the senior officers of the Irrigation Department ? 


Minister: One copy of the report of his work comes through 
them and one copy direct. 


Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar: Why ishe not put under the 
Labour Department instead of the Irrigation Department ? 


Minister: All Departments are Government Departments. 
It would not mike any difference, if he is put under the 
Labour Department, since he has to carry out the policy laid 
down by the Government. 


Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar : Would it not be convenient, if 
he is put under the Labour Department ? 


Chief Minister: If we find it so, we shall do it. 


Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar: Has th: Labour Officer in question 
sent any report direct ? 


Minister: Yes, he always does so. 


Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar: May I know how many Labour 
Officers were recruited direct ? 


Minister: I refer the hon. Member to the original repy. 


i 
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REPRESENTATION FOR ACQUIREMENT OF LAND FOR WATER 
COURSE. 


e 


*1292. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister 
be pleased to state :-- 


(a) whether it isa fact that S. Surain Singh and other 
zamindars of village Baler, Tehsil Patti, District 
Amritsar, sent a representation to the Executive 
Engineer, Majitha Division, Upper Bari Doab Canal, 
Amritsar, which was forwarded by me vide my letter 
No. 1041, dated 3-7-49 regarding the acquirement of 
land for water course ; 


(b) whether it is a fact that the aforesaid zamindars had 
deposited rupees two hundred and forty five with 
the canal authorities being the price of the land to 
be acquired vide receipt No. 33, dated 31-1-42 ; 


(c) if the answers to paits ja) and (b) above be in the 
affirmative, what steps, if any, were taken by the Canal 
authorities in the matter ; 


(d) whether the land in question was acquired up till 18-9-49 ; 
if not,-the reasons for delay ; 


(e) what steps, if any, were taken by the canal authorities 
between 31-1-42 and 3-7-49 after the deposit . of the 
required money in the matter and the reasons for delay 


in the case ; 


(f) how much more tine will be taken by the authorities for 
the acquirement of the land in question; __ 


(g) the date on which the c nal authorities received the 
first representation by the zaminda:s to move in*‘the 
matter ? - 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : 
(a) Yes. 


(b) Yes. 


a 
a i 
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[Chief Minister] 

(c) The original land acqnisition case was sent by the defunct 
Raiwind Division to Kasur now in West Punjab for 
land acquisition proceedings before the partition of the pan 
Punjab. The case was not received bick. 


(d) The land was not acquired till 18-9-49. The reasons have 
already heen given vide (c) above. | ) 


(e) As already stated the canal department had sent the case 
to the Civil Department as the land Acyuisition proceed- > 
ings are carried out bv the civil authorities. The res- 
ponsibility for the delay does not lie with th? canal 
department. 


(f) The zamindars were informed t^ file a proper application, 
undér relevant sections of the Canal Act for fresh ii 
proceedings for the acquisition of land. As soon as the 
application is received action shall be taken and the 
land will be acquired by the civil department. 


(g) The date has not been traced from the records of the, 
defunct Raiwind Division. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister please indicate 
the date on which the zamindars were instructed to put in fresh 
applications > 


Chief Minister: I don’t remember. 


SUPPLY OF HYDRO-ELECTRIC ENERGY TO NAKODAR, HOSHIAR 
PUR AND THAKA SADAR, JULLUNDUR. 


aS 


*1461. Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: Willthe hon. Minister 
for Local Self Government and Labour be pieased to state : = 


(a) whether the Government has under consideration a 
= proposal to supply hydro-electric energy to Nakodar and 
Hoshiarpur ; M 


(b) whether there was any representation made in this 


| 
| connection ; 
| — 

| 
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(c) whether the inhabitants of the thana sadar area of 
Jullundur also made representation for the supply of 
hydro-electric energy to them ; and if so, the result 
thereof ? 


The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad : 
(a) Yes. 
(b) Yes. 


(c) No. 


JHAJJAR ROAD 


*1466. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the hon. Minister for Local 
Seif Government and Lahour be pleased to state : — 


(a) whether the two miles of the Jhajjar Road falling within 
the Municipal limits of Rohtak have been provincialised ; 


(b) whether the Government has received any representatiosn 
about the hardships sufferred by the public due to its 
bad condition ; 


(c) whether the Government is aware_ of its condition ; and 
if so, when the Government intend to build it ? 


The hon, Shri Prithvi Singh Azad : 
(a} No 
(b) No. 


(c) The road is within the municipal limits. It is the 
responsibility of the Municipal Committee to repair it. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Isitafact that the hon. Minister’s 
predecessor had passed orders that the road in question be repaired 
by tha P. W. D. at Government expense ? 


Minister: I don’t remember. 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh: Yes, such orders had been passed, 
(Laughter), | 
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Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: [Isn't it a fact that almost every 
Minister has seen with his own eyes that this roadisin a very 
bad condition ? 


- 


Minister: Thatis why I have said that the municipality 
concerned should get it repaired. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Since now long has the Government 
been avare of the fact that the municipality is neglecting its duty in 
the matter and what steps have the Government taken to compel 
it to doso? And if the municipality has failed to obey the orders of 
the Government, why has it not been suspended ? 


Minister: [t has been asked to do the needful as ear ly as 


possible and if it fails todo so, the Governn ent will take whatever 
action it deems necessary. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know what the hon. Minister 
means by ‘ as early as possible , 


Minister One or two months. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: If the Municipality fails to do the 
needful within that period, will the Government itself undertake the 
work and suspend the Municipality. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the Government move in the 


matter, when people start filing suits of damages and not before 
that ? 


ee etree 


ELECTIONS FOR THE LOCAL BODIES. 


*1512. Shri Virendra: Will the hon. Minister for Local 


Seif Government and Labour be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether the Government have decided to hold elections 
for the local bodies, during the current year, if so, 
whether these elections will be held according to the 

old el ctoral rolls or the new electoral rolls ; 


(b) if the elections are to be held according to the new 
electoral rolls the steps taken by the Government to 
prepare these electoral relts ? 
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The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad : 


(a) Gcvernn ent are making efforts to hold the elections to 
ball jocal bodies as early as possible. New electoral rolls on 
the basis of adult franchise would be prepared for this 

purpose. 


(b) Government have appointeda ODirectorof Elections 
(Local Bodies) to undertake the preparation of electoral 
. rolls expeditiously. 


njem Shri Virendra : Will the hon. Minister please define the phrase 
‘as early as possible ’? 

Minister: The hon. Member is well-educated. He gan consult 
the dictionery. 


Shri Virendra: I amnot so highly educated asthe hon. 
Minister, 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: I want to enquire from the hor. 
Minister if his Department has formed some idea asto when the 
election will be held ? 


“SN Minister: Yes. 
Shri Bhim Sen Saekar : Then may E know when they are 
going tu be held? 
Minister: As soon as p ssible, 
Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Is this a reply. \ 
Chief Minister: The hon. Member himself used to give similar 
replies, 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Has the Government made am 
announcement to the effect that elections to local bodies will be held 
in the course of the next six months ? 


Minister for Labour: The Governinent bas net issued an 
- official notification to this effect so far, though we think it may be 
possible to do so, 


aed 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Will the draft rolls that have 
already been prepared, be made the basis for these elections or is it 
proposed to prepare new rolls ? 
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Minister: Reply to%this has already been given in parts (a) 
and.(b) of the reply to the original question. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma:* Does the hon. Minister know that meo 
the preparation of electoral rolls should always begin six, seven or 
eight months before the elections are proposed to be held ? 


PANEL OF CHAIRMEN. 


Mr. Speaker : Under Rule 11 (1) ofthe Punjah Legislative Assembly 


Rules, I have nominated the following hon. Members as Members of. = 
the Panel of Chairmen :— 
Chaudhri Suraj:Mal, 
Sardar Dalip Singh Kang, 
= Shri Ratan Singh Tabib, and a 
Shri Viregdra. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 
Mehta Ranbir Singh: Sir, 1 want to make a personal explana- 
tion. This is in ‘regard to an incident which took place the day » 
before yesterday and brought to my notice only yesterday 
evening when I left this Chamber. While the hon. Chief Minister 
was replying to the debate in connection with the Governor's Address, 
I rose ona point of information asking the Gcvernment whether it 
‘had granted any quota of corruption like the. quota of steel. The 
Chief Minister gave a reply which I could not hear but which was 
brought to my notice later on and has been reported in the Press. Y 


The Chief Minister is reported to have. said that there were some 

persons who had criticized the Government for corruption and at the ps 
same time were trying to get peirol pumps. That isan insinuation 

and I take strong excestion to such a remark. In order to vindicate 

my position, I categorically deny having taken any iiterest what- 

soever in getting a patrol pimp either for mys lf or for anybody else 

and this insinuation is absolutely biseless. One petrol pump has been : 
given to a refugee but [ have absolutely no pecuniary interest with 

that dealer. 
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@ 


ORDINANCES. 


a 


[ne a a te = 


Chief Minister (the hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava) : The following 
‘Ordinances promulagated since the prorogation of the last session of 
the Assembly are laid on the table as required by Clause 2 (a) of 
Article 213 of the Constitution of India :— 


i 


. 
~ S 


1. The East Punjab Special Tribunal (Change of D a Ordinance 
1949. 


2. The East Punjab Refugees Rehabilitation (Loans and Grants} (Second 
Amendment) Ordinance, 1949. 

3. The East Pùnjab Merged States (Laws) Ordinance, 1949. 

4. The East Punjab Sugar Factories Control Ordinance, 1950. 


i 5° The Punjab Public Safety Preven:ive Detention (Validation ef Acts 
and Orders) Ordinance, 1950. 
6. The Punjab Provisional Legislature (Prevention of Disqnalifications) 
Ordinance, 1950. 


SUGAR FACTORIES CONTROL BILL. 


Minister for Developement (The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh 
Bajwa); I introduce the Punjab Sugar Factories Control Bill. 


Minister for Developement: I move— | 
That the Punjab Sugar Factories Control Bill be taken into consideration 


at once. 
l “e 
Sir, It was a long felt necessity to provide for the licensing of 

sugar facturies and to regulate the supply and price of sugarcane 
intended for use in such factories. It was also felt that the owner 
of the factory did not get sufficient qaantity of cane required by the 
factory. For this purpose an Ordinance No. 1 of 1950 was promul- | 
gated. As this Ordinance ceases 10 operate after the expiry af six’ 
weeks from the re-Assembly of the Legislature, this Bill seeks to | 
replace the Ordinance and is designeu to achieve the objects and 
purposes regulated by it. 


_ Mr. Speaker: Motion moved = 
That the Punjab Sugar Factories Control Bil be taken into consideration 


at once, 
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Sardar Bachan Singh (Ludhiana Central, Sikh, Rural): Sir, the 
11. A.M _ Bill has a very interesting history behind it. At the end of 
the year 1948 the fact was brought to the notice of the Government 
that a very high price was paid by the factory owners for cane 
purchased from their agents and it adversely affected the interests 
of zamindars. A legislative measure was, therefore, considered 
necessary to regulate the price of sugar cane. This Bill was introdaced 
before the House in the year 1948 and is now betore us in the form of 
an Ordinance... A Select Committee was appointed to report oa this 
Bill in the Budget Session of the year 1949 which submitted its 
report soon after that. Its report was not considered by the Govern- 
ment in that Session. Even in the Autumn Session this 
Bill was deliberately not brought forward before the House with a 
view to benefit the owners of sugar factories. This delay 
has inflicted great injustice on the poor cane growers. 


Chief Minister: The hon. Member was then the Chief Parliamen- 
try Secretary. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Į say with full responsibility that I 
advised the Government in this matter. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: On a point of order, Sir. The hon. 
Member should either support or oppose the motion and I fail 
to understand what he is doing. 


Mr. Speaker : He is saying that the Bill should be passed 
immediately. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: [ agree with the hon. Speaker. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: Then why is the hon. Member delaying 
it ? 

Sardar Bachan Singh : The kisans should not be made to suffer 
like this. They raised their voice of protest against the delay in 
enacting this legislation but it had no effect whatsoever upon the 
Government. I fail to understand that in Spite of ‘the fact that 
the Select Committee had submitted its report in March, 1949, the- 
Bill could not be taken up in the Autumn Session held in the 
month of October 1949. Under these circumstances, the hon. Chief 
Minister still asks us that thera should not be any suggestion 

«which creates a gulf between the people of the State on the basis 
of ruralite and urbanite, tenant and landlord. But if this state of 
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affairs continue to exist, suċh questions are bound to crop up.. 
It was inthe fitness of things that such legislation should have 
been enacted long'before. In spite of the fact that many representa- 
tions were submitted to the Government, the Government did not like 
to pass this Bill during the Autumn Session of the year 1949. 


Chief Minister: Tüe hon. Member was a Parliamentry Secretary 


then. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: The work of the Parliamentary Secretary 
isat the mast to give advince to the Government and I honestly 
say that I earnestly requested the Ministry to pass this Bill in 
October. I hope the hon. Minister for Development, Sardar 
Gurbachan Singh Bajwa, will cor oborate my statement. By delay- 
ing the passage of this Bill a cruel joke has been played with the 
kisan and grave injustice has been perpetrated on him. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: On à point of order, Sir. Is the hon. 
Member relevant ?. 


Mr. Speaker: The hon Member is pressing that this Bill should 
be seen through as soon as possible. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Itis really very strange that my learned 
Friend has as yet not been able to make out as to what I am 
saying. isit not obvious that I wish that the Bill be passed very 


S94 P? 


Sardar Swaran Singh : Then why is the hon. Member delaying 
its passage ? 

Sardar Bachan Singh: Į want to place all relevant facts before 
the House and expose the Government for its failures. 

Sardar Swaran Singh: Bring ir a substantive motion. 

Sardar Bachan Singh: The hon. Member should wait for 
that time. It is coming. 

Chief Minister: The hon. Member should bring in a substantive 


motion against those who were responsible for the delay. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : The Chief . Minister should know that it 


was matter of joint responsibility. 
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Sardar Bachan Singh: Sir, the poor giowers have to accept” 
whatever price is paid by the factory owners. This state of affairs — 5 
is intolerable. It was the duty of the Government to pass this 
Bill in 1948. It has been hanging fire since then. We should | 
always see that people should get help when they want it as it 
is no use supplying a remedy when the patient is either dead 
or beyond cure. It is true that our Government has at times 
evinced a desire to develop the sugar industry. But how is such 
a thing to come abont? Only yesterday a question was asked 
in this House by my hon. Friend Shri. Dev Raj Sethi as to why 
sugar ration was less in Punjab than that at Delhi. The hon. sas 
Chief Minister was pleased to say that such a question should be 
addressed to authorities at Delhi That is certainly not the 
answer. We have a right to ask the Punjab Government about 
it. The Government should take steps to produce more sugar 
in the State. But that is only possible when the kisans have 
been assured that the capitalists , will not be favoured at -their 


cost. | I 


Sir, I make an earnest request to tle Government. that the 
policy laid down in the Bill should be put into operation 
immediately after the Bill is passed. My experience of fhe past 
is rather unpleasant as this Bill was not only not passed after it 
had been reported on by the Select Committee but was not 
properly enforced when it had been given the shape of an Ordinance. 
The Ordinance onl» remained on paver. I hope this time the hon. 
Minister-in-charge in order to protect the poor zamindars from the 
capitalist loote:s will see that this Bill when it becomes an Act 
is put through without delay. He should put it into operation 


h 


at once as he has asked the House to consider it at once. 


Chief Minister (The. hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava), (Hindusta ni): 
Sir, my hon. Friend who has just finished his speech, has men- 
tioned a few things which require areply. In the first place he 
said that this Bill has been brought before the House when sugar 
season is almost over. It is a fact at but it cõuld not be helped. A 
Bill can only be presented when the House is in Session and not 
before. Of course, we did what we could and gave it the shape 
of an Ordinance and fixed the prices of sugar cane. To keep the 
prices uniform, we corresponded with the Gov ernment of India and 
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they also desired that the grower should in no case be kept at 
a disadvantage. We accordingly decided that even if the sugar 
cane did not yield enough sugar, tie Punjab Sugar Mills should 
not pay less tothe grower and that the burden of paying more 
should be placed on the consumer. 


The second point of my hon. Friend was that this Bill was 
reported on by the Select Committee in the last Budget Session 
and that there was no reason why it should not have become 
an Act during that very Session. My hon. Friend will remember 
that such a thing was not possible as the Session was suddenly 
prorogued owing to change of Ministry. After prorogation, Sardar 
Ujjal Singh was the Minister-in-Charge in the new Ministry. He 
desired that the subject of the Rill be split into two parts, 
one of which was to be entrusted to the Agricultural Department 
and the other to the Industries Deoartment. He was asked not 
todo so but he would not agree. Any how Sardar Sahib did, 
not bring it into the House. After the October Session in which 
the Bill could have been passed if the Minister in-Charge desired, 
the Ministry had changed. We at once consulted the Legal 
Remembrancer who pointed out some defects in the Select 
Committee Report. We remedied tie defects and gave the Bill 
the shape of an ‘Ordinance. In these circumstances it is absolutely 
wrong to blame us for any delay in this matter. As my hon. 
Friend Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajva has already told the House, 
it is this Ordinance which has been presented to the House in the 
form of a Bill as the Ordinance woul] otherwise lapse. 


. It has been remarked that perhaps action may not be taken 
even after the Bill has heen passed. There should be no appre- 
hensions on that account. I can assure the House that whoso- 
ever contravenes the provisions of the law will be properly dealt 
with. I may also here say afew words by way of explanation. 
When I said that Sardar Ujjal Singh wished to split the Bill in 
2 parts I did not mean that he Lad any personal motive. It is 
quite possible that that was his honest opinion and was not calculat- 
ed to benefit some friends. I do not believe in insinuations. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : Sir, I wish to elicit information on one 
point. When Sardar Ujjal Singh felt it difficult to present this 
Bill for certain reasons, did the hon. Chief Minister, who was at 
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(Shri Bhim Sen Sachar] 
that time Minister for Finance, also share that view? If he did 
not agree with Sardar Ujjal Singh, did he say that the Bill should 
have been passed at that time ? 

Chief Minister: I felt that the Bill should have been passed at 
that time and I said so. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Did the hon. Chief Minister express his 


=- view before other members of the Cabinet ? 


Chief Minister: Yes, I told about it to my colleagues. 

‘Shri Bhim Sea Sachar: Was not the hon. Chief Minister present 
in the party meeting ? 

Chief Minister : The hon. Member is bringing in party matters, 
which under the Rules he should not. 

Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : This is an instance of joint responsi- 
bility. 

Chaudhri Suraj Mal ( Hansi, General, Rural) (Hindi) : From 
the Bill which is now before the House, it appears that some- 


thing is going to be done for the benefit of peasants and growers. 


Asmy hon. Friend Sardar Bachan Singh said there has been | 


great delav in bringing it forward. It should have been enacted 
long ago. It makes no difference whether the hon. Dr. Gopi Chand 
Bhargava or: the hon. Shri Bhim Sen Sachar was respensible for this 
delay. From the point of view of peasants there is no difference between 
them. 


Mr. Speaker: Both of them are representatives of the public. 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal: It is our misfortune that though the 
number of agriculturists is very large, they have not been able to get 
some one from amongst themselves as the Premier or the Chief 
Minister of the Punjab. This is the cause of their being treated 
in a step-motherly minaer. In spite of the fact that there had 
been great demand for placing a Bill of this nature on the Statute 
Book, the Government did not bring it earlier. Whether the hon. Sardar 
Ujjal Singh or someone clse was respəasible for this delay, it makes 
no difference for us. So far as we are concerned all of them are 


chips of the same block. 


Mr. Speaker: No such remarks, please. 


h 
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Chief Minister: He is a privileged person. 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal: Thank you for this epithet. Take the case 
— of consolidation of holdings. The Government has not done it so far. 
s Mr. Speaker: This is not the stage for raising this point. 
Chaudhri Suraj Mal : In the end, I request the Government to 
enforce this Bill as early as possible. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar (Ex-Member West Punjab Assembly 


, representing Lahore City, General, Urban) (Hindi): Mr. Speaker, 
my həa. Friend, Sardar Bachan Singh, said during the course 
ma- of his speech that this Bill should have been brought 


forward much earlier. From the other side certain reasons have 
been given as to why it could not be presented earlier. I am sorry 
that certain things have been said during the course of 
discussion which it would have been better not to referto. When 
this Bill was frst introduced, I had the good fortune of serving this- 
State as its Premier. The hon. the Chief Minister has stated that 
it could not be brought forward on the 18th October, as two 7 
hon. Ministers differed with regard to it. He said that “one of 
them favoured its being’ split up in two parts’ while the other 
F desired it to be passed’ as a single measure. I wish to submit 
for the information of the House that this was not the real 
position It was decided with the concurrence of all hon. Ministers 
that the Bill should not be proceeded with in its existing form. 
No hon. Minister raised any objection at the time of arriving at 
that decision. | 
Chief Minister: Is the hon. Member entitled to say anything 
in regard to the Cabinet proceedings ? 
Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: The Chief Minister has set up a 
jise precedent that cuts at the very root of joint responsibility. 

Chief Minister: Can a Minister after relinquishing his office 
give out such things? He was under the oath of secracy when he 
was in office. 

Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Bhim Sen Sachar is resposible for his 

o ~ own conduct and he does so at his owa riss. 
za I was submitting, Sir, that this Bill could not be passed 
by the 18th October. May I ask why the same Ordinance whieh 
was issued by this Government in January, could not be promal- 
gated earlier ? | 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 


Panjab ee hba E 


(5) 40 Punjab Legislative Assembly (10th March, 1950. 


{Shri Bhim Sen Sachar 
It would not be a convincing argument to say that the Law 


Officers had no time to do so. The Bill had already been discussed 

by the Select Committee and also in the Party meeting. If the 

| “Government wished to act in time, there is no reason why the 
` Ordinance could not be issued in November. If the Government 
so desired, its Law Officers could work during day and night to 


prepare such an Ordinance. 
Sardar Swaran Singh: Why could it not be done in September ? 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: On a point of order, Sir. When a Bill 
has been duly introduced in the House and referred toa Select 
Committee which submitted its report, is it open to the Govern- 

. ment not to present that Report but to bring forward a different 
Bill? Isitnota breach of rules to bring quitea new Bill instead of 


Mr. Speaker: I was myself doubtful about this matter when 
I came to know that another Bill on the same subject had been 
referred to a Select Committee. Although I am not quite certain, 
I think that the Government has a right to drop one measure 


and bring another instead. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : May I just draw your attention to 
Rule 104(1) which lays down — 
The report of the Select Committee along with minutes of dissent, if. any 


shall be presented to the Assembly by the Mamber-in-Charge of the 
~ Till? | 


My submission is thatthe Rule says that the report “ shall 


be Aresented’”’. 


Mr. Speaker: At this stage I am not concerned with the 
previous Bill. At the moment I am concerned with the Bill that is 


before the House. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: The Rule’ that I have referred to says 
that the report ‘shall’ be presented,‘ but the’ Government instead. 
of presenting the report of the Select Committee has brought in 
another Bill. 
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Mr. Speaker: I do not know whether the provisions of the 
present Pill are the same as those of the previous Bill. For the 
present, the House is concerned with the Bill which has now been 
Ought before it by the Government. When the previous Bill comes 
before the House I will see that the Rules are observed. This isa 
fresh Bill. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: On a point of Order, Sir. May I know if 


this Bill is the same which was referred to the Select Committee fof 
report ? | | 


. Sardar Bachan Singh : Sir, the point of order is that when a 
Bill is referred to a Select Committee its report must be trovgh 
before the House. The present Bill resembles in name and purposet 
the previous Bill. I want to know how isit that the Govern- 


ment is not placing the report of the Select Committee before th 
House. fe" l | 


X Mr. Speaker : The Government can withdraw a Bill and bring in 
a new Bill if it likes. | | 


Chief Minister: Sir, This Bill is paved on the Ordinance 
promulgated by His Excellency the Governcr and is different from 


the previous Bill. By this Bill it is sought to place the Ordinance on 
the Statute Book. a 


Sardar Swaran Singh:(Jullundur West, Sikh, Rural) (Punjabi) : 
Sir, there is a principle in this Bill which seeks to empower Govern- 
ment to levy tax on the sugarcane which is brought in a local area. 
So long as this principle is not clarified and the intentions of the Gov- 
ernment not made known to the House, it is difficult to accept it. If the 
purpose ‘of this clause is to levy tax on the sugar cane which would be 
r ught into the limits of a Municipal Committee or a Notified Area Com- 
mittee from the village by the zamindars, it would be a grave injustice 
to them. 1f the purpose is to levy this tax on the sugar cane brought 
into the State from other States suchas PEPSU, Uttar Pradesh . 
and Himachal Pradesh, tha matt©r can be considered. But I am not 
sure whether our Government is competent to levy a tax on the inter 
provincial movement of goods. The Government should clarify thi 
point. If the purpose is to levy tax on the sugarcane ccming from 
outside into the State, it can create repercussions elsewhere. Unless the 
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| legal implications of this point are clarified by the Government 
after consulting its legal advisers, it is difficult to accept this Bill. If, i 
on the other hand, the purpose is to tax the sugar-cane brought into a 
notified area by the growers of our own State, it is nothing but an in- 
justice to them. 1 don’t know whether we have any factory 
other than the one at Jagadhri, in our State. But I know that there 
are two sugar-factories in the PEPSU, one at Phagwara and the 
other at Hamira which are fed by our districts such as Jullundur. If 
~ the Government wants to tax the sugarcane brought from PEPSU. . 
for the sugar factory at Jagadhri, the natural result would be that 
the PPS5U. Government would impose a similar tax on the 
sugar-cane which goes from Jullundur District to Hamira and Phagwara 
It is difficult to accept this Bill unless the matter is clarified. 


Shri Behari Lal Chanana (Ex-Member West Punjab Assembly -A 
| representing south East Multan Division, General, Rural) (Punjabi) : 

| Sir, one of the principles of this Bill is that no new factories can be 

| started without getting licence from the Government. In this connec- 

i tion, I want to draw the attention of the Government to article 19 (1) 

: (g) of the Constitution. . It lays down :— l ‘ 


“All citizens shall have the right to practise any profession, or to carry on > 


any occupation, trade or business”. 


| There is a proviso to this Article which lays down : — 


(6) Nothing in sub-clause (g) of the said clause. sh all affect the operation 
. _ of any existing law in so far as it imposes, or prevent the State from 
making any law imposing, in the interests of the general public, 
reasonable restrictions on the exercise of the tight ccnferred by the 
said sub-clause, and, in particular, nothing in the said sub-clause 
shall affect the operation af any existing law in So far as it prescribes 


E | or empowers any authority to prescribe, or prevent the State from 
making any law prescribing or empowering any authority to pres- a 
cribe, the professionalor technical qualifications necessary for prac- 
p tising any profession or carrying on any occupation, trade or busi- 


@ ness. 


Keeping in view the intention of this Article I should.say that 
such restrictions are, in fact, against the spirit of the fundamental 
rights provided in the constitution. In the Article only the general 
principles are stated. In their application, however, _ whether it is the 
case of a poor farmer or that of an industrialist or factory owner, equal 


i an propar treatment should be accordel to all. Rights of every one 


i 
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should be protected. Regarding the licence which is required to be 


obtained in this case my submission is that under the Constitution the 


Government has no right toact inthe manner it intends to. Suppose, 
for instance, that someone wants to start a sugar factory. He will 
have to sink a large capital in it. With what confidence will he start the 
undertaking when he is not sure whether his licence will be renewed or 
not ? It is just possible that the Government of the day might make 
an improper use of its authority and refuse to renew the license to him. 
Under such circumstances, new enter»rises will be discouraged and in- 
dustry will not flourish. It has already been pointed out that at pre- 
sent the sugar industry in Punjab is in its infancy. There is only one 
sugar factory. If such restrictions are placed, even that factory might 
close down. Industry cannot flourish where there are restrictions, 
Most of the capital has already gone out of the State to Delhi, U. P. 
and other States, Industrial development of the State is useful not 
only to the urban classes but also to the farmers, who also stand to 
gain if the prices of articles of daily use fall asa result of increased 
production. The wealth of the State as a whole increases. Every sec- 
tion of the population should feel the anxiety for the well-being and 
progress of the State. I strongly feel that such conditions should be 
created in which industrialists may be encouraged to work here. If 
nothing is done by way of attractine the industrialists they will be in- 


clined to move on to Pepsu or other States of India where conditions 


might be favourable to them. By imposing taxes and placing other 
restrictions we will be checking our own progress. Our cane growers 
wili be attracted by the neighbouring states. | 


An hon. Member: The restrictions in the neighbouring States 
are even more severe. 

Shri Behari Lal Chanana: But even then restrictions placed 
here will have their effect upon the the total quantity of cane. This 
will have an adverse effect upon the sugar industry in the Punjab which 
is yet in a state of infancy. Bnt even if we leave that point of view 
aside for a moment, these restriction are against the rights guaranteed 
by the Constitution. Government has no right to place thése restrictions. 


It is feared that the powers we are putting in the hands of the Govern- 
ment might not be exercised in a proper and just manner. The indus- 
trialists are in a minority,and what they expect from the majority is 
fairness and justice. They wish to work to increase the ccllective 


wealth of this State. We hope the majority will be fair in its 
dealings with this class of people. 
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‘Chaudhri Lahri Singh™ “(Rohtak North, General, rural), (Hindi) : 
Sir, I-wish to support Shri Behari Lal Chanana’s contention that the- 
progress of our State depends upon giving a free hand to industry. So, 
I oppose the clause of this Bill which seeks to impose restrictions on the 
sugar industry. 


e Mr. speaker : I think it would be better if the hon. Member 


opposes the clause when I put it. 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh : Sir, I find that this Bill contains good as 
well as bad provisions. My first submission is that industry should 


‘be given a freehand. Otherwise how will the industrialists spend large 


sums’on setting up factories if they are uncertain op even doubtful 


of their future 2? They cannot goon spending without. thinking of 
what they are going to get in return. If they find restrictions and 


uncertain conditions prevailing in the State they will think twice 
before sinking their capital. 1 hey will consider it advisable to go to 


Pepsu or any other State in the neighbourhood rather than remain in 


Punjab and suffer. It isa matter of common sense. In the State of 


l Punjab we find that the Government is needlessly interfering in private 
_ enterprises and in liberty of action in matters of trade and business. 


Nothing is allowed to be done without the previous permission of the 
Government. This state of affairs should be put an end to. If all 
restrictions are removed it will go a long way in helping the traders 


_ and business men to increase the wealth of the State. The factory 


owners are not alone to gain by this. Labourers and farmers will also 
derive advantages. In our villages, for example, the poor farmers 
take advantage of the sugar factory in their neighbourhood and they 


‘sow as much of sugar cane as they can. In Sonepat those who sow 


five or seven bighas get sufficient profits in return.and they are quite 
happy. So I think all facilities should be given and in order to 


= achieve this end, this clause should be deleted. 


7 The second point to which I wish to draw the attention of this.” 
House is the clause relating to the new cess. Asa matter of fact, the 


poor farmer is already burdened with various taxes like‘ Abiana ’ 
‘ Malguzari and Rah Dari ‘ which he has to pay to the Municipal 
Committee. The addition of this cess of twelve pies per maund will 
be another burden on the cane-grower. Sometimes if he cannot bring 


cane to the factory on a cart, he hasto pay the additional heavy 
expenses of a truck. What profit can he expect to get after all 
this drain on his income ? We should see that he is not overburdened. 
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In my opinion twelve pies per maund will be the last straw to break 
his bock. So we should better delete this clause, Why should we 
impose this cess on the farmers ? Their condition is already bad. 
When the Sales Tax was levied there was a hue and cry. 
But in this case no voice has been raised against this cess. Why isit 
so? The poor farmer works till late at night. He rises early in the 
morning when others are yet in their warm beds. He works hard at 
the sugar-cane. fields He takes them to the factory which si generally at 
a great distance from his village. He bears the jerks and jolts on the 
road. He remains waiting for hours at the gates of the „factory. 
When after all this trouble he gets the raeagre reward for his season’s 
labour, our Government steps in to demand its share. Cane-grower is 
the man who tries to remove the shortaze of sugar. But our Govern- 
ment does not allow him to have his little reward for his services. 


I fail to understand how the hon. Minister can justify the levy 
of this cess. Where is the sense in overburdening the zamindars who 
are already crushed under the weight of so many taxes? They are 
already sore on the alleged increase in the water rates. Now this cess 
is being thrust down the throats of cane-growers: When we ask the 
Government to provide ordinary amenities of life to the zamindars, 
then the plea of financial stringency is put forth. It is common 
knowledge that the zamindar is illiterate and is living under insanitary 
conditions. When it is requested to Govornment that primary schools 
be opened in the villages and arrangements for the provision of medical 
relief be made by setting up hospitals etc., then my hon. Friend 
Shri Prithvi Singh Azad gets up and pleads inability of the Govern- 
ment in the matter for want of funds. But Government is ever ready 
to impose taxes on the zamindar without caring to see whcther he gets 
full return for the taxes he pays. We were under the impression that 
when the Congress “Government comes into power, the burden of 
taxation on the zamindars would be reduced. But things are going the 
other way round. I think the old Unionist Government was much better 
than the present Congress Government. (Laughter) 


Minister for Development (The hon. Sardar Gurbachan 
Singh Bajwa) (Punjabi): Sir, no sooner was the motion for the 
consideration of this Bill made on the floor of the House, than acri- 
monious discussion was started from a certain quarter as to who was 
responsible for the delay in bringing forward this measure. This was 
a meaningless point and there seemed to be no need for raising it, It 
will however be admitted that there was a pressing need for sucha 
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[Minister for development] | | 
measure and it should have come before the House much earlier. 
A a matter of fact there were certain serious doubts which had arisen 
in connection with the Bill and unless they were removed, it could not 
be brought before the House. That is why some delay was caused. 
Besides, the provisions of the Bill were thoroughly discussed by the 
t wo departments connected with it and after due deliberations when 
there was complete unanimity of opinion on them, the measure was 
brought forward in the House. So far as the need of this measure is 
concerned, there can be*no two opinions about it. The zamindar has 
not been getting a fair deal from the factory owner. He has never 
been paid the fair or proper price for his sugarcane by the factory- 
owners who had always the upper hand in the matter. The poor 
zamindar would take his sugar cane produce at the door of the factory 
owner, but the later would higgls and try to pay as much less a . 
price as possible, by putting forwnrd frivolous pretexts like the one 
that he did not require an inferior type of sugar-cane brought by the 
zamindar. The zamindar who had come to the door of the factory 
owner and had no other market near about, finds himself at a dis- 
advantage and is thus compelled to accept the terns offered by the 
factory owner. Government is fully alive to this state of affairs azd 
seeks to solve the difficulties of the zamindar through this measure. — 


Then, Sir, some cf ry hen. Friends raised the “objection that- 
this Bill is ultra wires of this Legislature in view of certain provisions © 
in the chapter of Fundamental Rights in the Constitution of India. I 
may tell the House that every aspect of the matter was thoroughly 
examined by our legal advisers and we are sat’sfied that this Bill is in 
order. 


Shri Behari Lal Chanana : May I know whether all the 
restrictions in the form of licences etc., which are sought to be put on . 
the factory owners, have been examined ? 


Minister for Deveiopment : We are not oblivious of that fact. Well, 
Sir, althongh sugar-cane is not largely produced in the Punjab, vet the 


_ factory cwners try to add to the difficulties of the cane growers. The 


zamindas are always at their mercy. But still there is not a single 
provision in the Bill which unjustifiably militates against the factory 
owners. We have tried to administér even-handed justice to them as — 
well as to the zamindars. Jam, therefore, of the opinion, that if the 

factorys owners conform to the rules framed under the law, they would | 
not find themselves in hot waters. fhey would not experience the least _ 
difficulty in obtaining or renewing his licence. As a matter of fact the i 
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provisions in thé Bill are intended to check thé evil intentions of certain 
factory owners who try to fleece the cane-grower by forcing him to 
sell his commodity at a lower price. Government cannot tolerate 
that the zamindar produces sugar cane with the sweat of his 


- brow, who should not be able to obtain a fair return. | 


Then so far as the cess is concernëd; it is not necessarily going to be 


realised ficm the zamindar alone, it can be charged from the factory 
owners also. ‘The “object of this cess is to procure money 


for the eae of ‘sugar ‘cane seeds and provision of 
good road and rural areas so that the sugar cane ‘be brought 
to the ee without any difficulty by the zamindar. 
I assure the House that the proceecis of the cess to be imposed will be 


spent for the welfare of the cane-growers and for improving the quality 


a 


of their sugar-cane, 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh : Does this mean that the hon. Minister 
will continue occupying his s at on tue Treasury Bench? His verbal 
assurance in this behalf will not do. —_ 


Minister for Develment: Any person who will occupy this seat 
here will know at least the purpose for which the proposed cess would be 
utilized. Hew the cess would be levied and the purpose for which it 
would be utilized, is crystal clear from the provison of the Bill. .. 


Chaudhri LahriSingh: J would request the hon. Minister to 
go through the provision «ith a view to finding the actual position. 


_ Minister for Develment: Į wish to bring this point home to the hon. 
Member that Government: would impose this cess after consulting 
the Sugar Control Board to be established and constituted by it. 


The imposition of this cess would entirely tepend upon the decision of the 


Board. I really fai] to understand the justification ofthe hon. Members 
in opposing the Bill now before the House. 

They have not taken afiy pains to bringin any emendment if it 
was their desire to make certain changes in the Bill. If they had 
done, so, I am 31r2 Government: would have considered their amend- 
ments and thus tried to acccmmodate them as far as could be possible. 
It has been said that the proposed Bill has b2en long over ` due and the 
earlier it is passed into law, the better would it he. However I wish to 
make this point clear that we are’ very keen not to waste any 
time in placing this measure on the Statute Book. With these 
words, Sir, I woild. request the hon, Members to support phe 

itn regarding the passage of Bill. 
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i ; Mr. Speaker: I would like to. know from the hon. Minister 
whether this Bill has been recommended by the Governor because under 
Section 35, a tax is being levied ? 


Minister for Development : It is not necessary that the cess will 
be levied, Government may or may not do so. 


i Mr. Speaker: All the same we are giving power to the Govern- 
ment to levy a cess and I am not going to put this clause to the vote 
of the House till I know that the Bill has been recommended’ by the 
Governor. | a 


Minister for Development : Sir, the Bill has been recommended by 
the Governor. 
Mr: Speaker : Question is-- 


That the Punjab Sugar Factories Ccntrol Bill be taken into consideration 


at once. 


The motion was carried, 


Mr. Speaker: The House will now consider the Bill clause by 
clause. 


‘Clause l 
Sub-clauses (2) and (3) 
Mr. Speaker: Question is-— 
That E EEN D and (3) of clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 


The motion was carried, 


Clauses 2 to 34, 


o Mr. Speaker: Question is-- 


That clauses 2 to 34 stand part of the Bill, 


farri The motion was carried. 
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Clause 35. 


Sardar Swaran Singh (Jullundur West, Sikh, Rural): Sir, I have 


given my anxious consideration to the provisions of Clause 35. I have 


no hesitation in saying that I stick to the position which I 
voiced when the principle of the Bill was under discussion. The 
hon. Minister-in-charge of the Bill was pleased to say that the power 
which has been given under clause 35 is discretionary. My submission 
is that vhether that power is discrcticnary or not, the power to levy 
acess is there and if the levying of cess is objectionable, then the 
mere giving of that power is a sufficient mischief which has got 
to be prevented. It has been laid down that the cess will be 


_ imposed after consultation with th: Board but the scheme of the 
‘Bill indicates that the Board will be a nominated body andit will 


be very difficult for a body nominated by the Government to say 
‘no’ to any proposal which the Government may put forward for 
levying a cess. The power of levying a cess and for the matter 
of that for any taxation proposal must be regulated. by certain 
set principles and it would b> very unwise to give such a power 
to a body which has been created by the Government by nomi- 
nation to advise it on any taxation proposal. The use of the 
word “ may” in sub-clause (I) of clause 35 is a usual form in 


which such proposals are drafted by the drafting agencies and this 
use’ of “ may” is not discretionary in the sense in which the hon. 


Minister has understood it and as a matter of fact power has 
been given to the Gevernment for the imposition of a cess and I 
“strongly oppose the imposition of a cess of this character. - 


One thing I have not been able to understand and that is 
how the imposition of this cess can in any way be regarded as 
in the interest of the grower. There is a provision in the clause 
itself «hat the responsibility of prying that cess will be upon the 
seller. I had an informal discussion with the hon. Cnief Minister on 
this point and he was pleased to say that what was envisaged by 


‘the provision of clause 35 was to ensure that no cut throat 


competition was brought inro play and if a person were to try 
to sell at a lower rate from a place outside the State of Punjab, 
by the imposition of the sess tho cut throat competition would 
probably be got ridof. But, Sir, I think that the phraseology of 
the clause as it stands c inuot help the Government 1f that is their 


intention. Inthe first place, I am not in favour of having in 


Government's mind any idea of imposing a cess on 


a grower 
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outside the State of Punjab if he brings his cane inside our State. 
Sub-clause (4) lays down— 


All sums payable in accordance with sub-section (1) or (2) or the rules 
made under sub-section (3) shall be recoverable as an arrear of land 
revenue. 


So presumably the person sought to be hit by this cess is nota 
grower from U. P. or Pepsu or Himachal Pradesh because we have 
not got any power to realise any sums as arrears of land revenue 
from people who are not residents of our own State. My sub- 
missicn, therefore, is that the clause as it stands will be prejudicial 
to our own grower and the phraseology of the clause does not 
clarify that the intention is not to hit the grower who has grown 


his cane inside the State of Punjab. Under the circumstances I _ 


do not at all feel convinced by an informal assurance given by the 
Chief Minister and the clause would certainly go against the 
interest of our own growers, The Government may get certain 
sums of money by way of this taxation but they cannot befool 
this hon. House into a belief that this cess is being imposed with 
a view to helping the grower to save him from cut throat 
competition. The object of fixing the prices of sugar cane under 
the scheme of the Bill is no doubt to protect the grower but the 
imposition of a cess is something which is contrary to the very 
spirit of the Bill and is certainly not in the mterest of the grower. 


Then, I fail to understand as to why even this cess is sought 
to be imposed upon the grower when the intention, they say, is to 
save the grower and help him. The grower himself has been made 
liable to pay this cess. In sub-claus2 (3) there is a provisioa that — 

If any agreement for the sale of cane.is entered into before the 
impositicn cf a cess under this section, the seller will be entitled 
to recever frcm the buyer in addition to, and as apart of, the 


contracted price, the amount of such cess to which the seller may 
be liable. 


Therefore the principal liability under the scheme of the Bill to 
pay this cess is of the seller even though there is a provision 
that the seller will be entitled to recover from the buyer. Here 
it is important to note in this connection that the buyer in this 
case is going to be the factory owner. The condition of the seller 
that is the grower has been so graphically depicted on the floor 
of the House, just a little while ago, by Chaudhri Lahri Singh. The 
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person on a shivering morning will bring his produce in his gadda 
to the gates of the factory. He will be stopped by an officer of 
the Goverament who is to charge hin this cess. Then the collection 
of this cess is going to be a very cumbersome process. Government 
will have to arrange for a weighing machine or .arrange with the 
factory. The Government officer will charge him the necessary 
amount. The farmer who hascome to sell his produce will have 
to bring some money in his pocket from his house so that the 
Government cess may be paid. First he will have to pay from 
his vwn pocket and then under the provision of the Bill he will 
be entitled to recover this amount fr>m the buyer the mill. owncr This 
cess is liable to be recovered from the seller as arrears of land 
revenue. But how is he to recover from the factory perhaps by 
the simple process of a civil suit because to my mind there is 
no other remedy provided for him. Does the Government expect 
small farm2rs to go to the Civil Coirts and sue the factory owners 
for recovering from them small amounts say fourteen annas and 
three pies. On carefully scrutinising the clause one is irresistably 
lead to the conclusion that the framers have not clearly under- 
stood the implication of the provision. I, therefore, strongly oppose 
the retention of this clause in the Bill and I hope the House will 
accept my contention and vote down this clause. (cheers). 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh (Rohtak ‘North, General, Rural) (Hindt): 
Sir, I think there is some confusion in the minds vf some hon. Members 
about the meaning of the term ‘local area’ as it is used in clause 39 
of the Bill under consideration. The meaning of ‘ local area’ in clause 
35 is no more and no less than the factory area as defined in clause 23, 
which reads. 


The Cane Commissioner may after consulting the Advisory Committee or 
Committées (if any) of the area concerned ______ issue an order dec- 
claring any area to be an assigned area for the purpose of the supply 
of cane to a particular factory. 


But this has not been made clear. If in clause 35, it 
were laid down, that the cess will be levied on ‘the entry of 
such sugar cane into the assigned area’ it would have been 
understandable and we would not have taken exception to it. Now, the 
use of the term ‘local area ’ instead of ‘assigned area’ in clause 35, 
will prove very injurious to the interests of the peasants. It will be in- 
terpreted in such a manner that the movement of sugar cane from one 
place to another would become impossible. Whenever the cane is 
brought to a town from the rural areas, it will be said to have entered 


he 
f 


Orig] with; 


Punj 
Digit 
Panj4 


Vidhan Sabha 
ed by; 


Digital Library 


{5} 52. ` Punjab Legislative Assembly ` [10th March, 1950 


[Ch.. Lahri Singh] 

a local area and it will become taxable. Once this measure is 
enacted, Courts would be free to interpret it in their own way, 
They would not try to ascertain the intention of the frimers. They 


© would interpret the words as they are aad attach to them the 


meaning which is generally applied to then. The object oi 
inserting this term ‘local area’ will not be understood to mean that 
tax isleviable on sugar cane imported from outside. No Govern- 


-ment can hold out promises in a democratic State. Ministers 


com? and Ministers go. Wao will thea fulfil the promises ? The > 
Maharaja of Patiala, before he became a ‘Rajpramukh, could give 
a more or less abiding promise but not any of our Ministers. 


Sardar Swaran Siaga : © Chaudhri Sahib’s. promises still remain 
unredeemed. 


- Chaudhri Lahri Singh: o, promise is méaningless. The 
proposed clause vests powers in the Government to levy the cess. 
Every zamindar who brings cane to the factory will be asked to 
pay it at the rate of 12 pies. per maund. This will result in a 
great hardship. The Government would be really ding something 
good and beneficial for the peasants, if it agrees to the deletion of 
clause 35. Moreover, it has not been specified as to how and 
for what purpose will the money thus realized be utilized. Will 
it be spent on the education of the rural people or for provid- 
ing them. any other facilities? No such assurance has been given. 
I oppose the levying of this. cess. The rural people are already 
burdened with taxes. It is they who contribute the maximum to 
the Government revenues. They are paying in the form of land 
revenue, local rate, chowkidara and abiana. No local rate is being 
levied in towns. Well-to-do people sleep in comfort in their homes 


while the policemen lock after the safety of their houses, but no 


‘chowkidara is charged from them. How long is it proposed to 
use the ruralites as the milch cow? Abiana ‘is already being 


-Increased. Now it is proposed to levy another cess on them. 


Shri Virendra: How jis it that the hon. Member considers 
ihimself a ruralite ? 

Chaudhri Lahri Singh: All my relitions live in villages. My 
brothers, my wife and all other relatives belong to rural areas. 
And I would not marry my s9as in Delhi. They will gt wives 
from villeges. I have the fullest sympathy for the villagers. This 
is not a question of party discipline. It is a question of great 
‘importance for the growers. I would request the Governm nt to 
spare them from this tax. 
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T 


Sardar. Jagjit Singh Mann (Jullurdur Division, Land-holders} 
(Hindustani): Sir, I have risen to oppose clause 35. I am 
really surprised that neither Chaudhri. Suraj Mal, who considers 
himself to be a champion of the peasants, nor ‘Sardar Bachan Singh, 
has in his speech referred to a vita: aspect of this matter to which 


` I am going to refer. -It appears that in their anxiety to 


criticize the Government whenever they can. get an opportunity, 
they often fail to see the. real importance of the issues ‘and 
beat gout the bush. | : Ss 
Mr. Speaker : No reflections on any Member, please. = = ' - 
Sardar Jagjit Singh Mann: I think that the rate of cess to be imposed 
under clause 35 of the Bill is excessive and will be a great burden on 
the poor zaimindars. Supposing if one acre of land yields 500-maunds 


of sugar-cane, the zamindar will have to pay Rs. 35 as a tax to the 


Government. The amount of tax so realised may aggregate to laks 
rather crores of rupees which will be a heavy burden upon poor 
zamindars. ; I am not aware if such a tax is levied in any other 
province ; and if it is so, Government should refrain from making it 
a permanent feature in our ‘province, Our sugar industry is still in 
its infancy and such a cess if imposed will bave -a detri- 


“mental effect on its development. Jf the Government is 
under the impression that zamindars earn big profits in the sale 


of sugar-cane | would say that it is sad!y mistaken. The cost of pro- 


- daction of sugarcane is so much that it leaves a very small margin of 
'. profit to zamindars.: Wheat, toria and-other «crops can be- sawn twice 


a year and these crops no doubt yield profit to zamindars. If this clause 
is allowed to stand part of the Bill and -the cess. is ‘imposed, the 
result would be that there will be no impetus for the zamindar to grow 
sugar cane which will adversely affect the sugar industry. I would, 
therefore, supe that clause 35 of the Bill m ay be deleted. | 


Minister for Rehabilitation (ihe hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi) 
Funjabi) : Sir, whenever any taxation proposal is brought forward 
by the Government in the House, it is ‘always opposed because such 
opposition by the Members gives an opportunity to them to win 
cheap. popularity. By making such a provision in the Bill it is 
highly. improper to draw. a , conclusion | that the Government is 


indifferent to the welfare - of zamindars. I may inform ` the. House 


that such a cess will not be imposed by the Gavernment of its 
own accord but it will do so with the consultation of Suger 
Control Board. It is true that the Board will consist o° members 
to be nominated by the Government: but the . persons ef al 


e 
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interests will be represented therein. 
: 7 that the Board may impose a cess at ‘the rate of I2 pies a ‘maund 
! but‘it may be 2 pies a maund. The hon. Members may rest 
. assured that the money realised from the cess would. not be 
| - spent on ‘street lighting in the towns or on’ medical aid for the 
f © city people. This money would be used only for improving the- 
f quility and quantity of sugar cane by good seeds. On accourt 
| of the inadequacy of finance, the Governuent can ill-afford to ` 
BE spend any money | for- the development of this industry and to 
provide ail facilities to the cane-growers. This money will be- ` 
utilised on the preservation of sugar cane which can last for six 
years by: improved methods. The improved quality of seed will 
| increase the output of sugar cane and the benefit to the zamindat oes x 
yill be out of all proportion to the amount paid a as cess. 2 S 


Moreover, it is not essential 


E | Sardar Jagjit singh } Mann: What about this hardships through- 
"out the year? No consideration for that ? | 


“Sardar. Swaran Singh: This. is the bt to which he is 


k ~: condemned. so po & l l i f 
ia : hs = 2” n A 


` Minister for Rehalibitition: Apart from this, i is wrong to presume 
‘that the burden of this cess will fall on the zamindars only but the 
— ow ners will also be liable to pay this amount. ce 4 


_ Sardar Jazjit Singh Mann ; You should then make it clear in the 


-Minister for Rehabilitation: Sir, I may assure the hon. Members that 
this money. would be used for providing better roads for the villagers 
and particularly the approach. roads to the sugar factories will be : 
metalled. Now the way in which sugar cane is brought to the 
sugar factories is məst unsatisfactory. There is no 
ž fact that the. bullocks which may have to pull the cart on 
i metalled road would live longer and healthier than’ those who may ` . 
have to work on Kacha roads. A metalled road. will thus provide 


great facilities to the cane grower. 


gainsaying the 
the 


is Sardar Swaran Singh: Is it not the duty of the Government te 


make met led nae without ley ving this tax ? 
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Minister for Rehabilitation: If this is done the cane growers will 
difficulty in bringing sugar cane from their villages to mandies and 
from that place to the sugar factorizs As a medical man I know 
it for certain that the life of a bullock which pulls the cart on 
the kacha road is cut short. I am also conscious of the fact 
that it is the’ duty of the Government to reconstruct such roads. 
which are not worth using by the public but I think it will not 
be possible for the Government to do so in the near future on 
account of limited finances. If the money realised as a cess is 
oa utilised to provide amenities to the cane growers, it will give them 
immeasurable relief. So keepiag in view the interesis of zamindars, 
J would say that if the work of- reconstructing roads is delayed 
for two or three years, it will entail great’ loss to them. The 


chon. Members who vehemently support the cause of zamindats 
should! ook to the other pve. where ener a tax is alre: idy being ` 
levied. . 


I will ask the House kindly to look at the facilities which » 
exist in provinces which have developed this sugar “industry. | In 
those provinces shades. have been built for use of bullocks of the 
kisans who bring sugar cane to the factories. Hon, Member c.-n-by 


themselves imagine the trouble that is caused. to bullocks by 
standing in. the sun. As a doctor I am in a:position to say that | 
such a discomfort reduces the life of an animal. 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Bat th: hon. Minister ì iS not supposed ta 
be a Veterinary Doctor. 
r Minister: That is true, I treat not animals but men 
` like my hon. Friends. However, it’ will, be admitted that 


l in many cases same principles, apply to men as well as animals. 

ga The hon. Member, I hope will agree, that if in summer one man 
stands in the sun and another in shade, there must be some 
difference in their physical state, say after an ħour’s time. [ am 
in a position to inform my hon. Friends who say that they are 
sympathisers of the kisans that I have studied conditions in U. P. 

: and C. P. before as well as after the development of sugar industry. 
From my personal observation I can say that the Control Board . 


oi 
| and the imposition of a cess have helped the growers a good 
deal. Before the imposition of-cess there were no sheds for animals 
or any water for them to drink. The kisans had no place for 
staying and had to spend for this. But the cess brought them 
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[Minister for Rehabilitation] 

. comforts and amenities. The same. state of are can ‘bė brought 
about here in this State if the friends and sympathisers of kisans sä 
agree to-it. It is; true. that by refusing this:cess to Government 

they may be. able to, effect a small: gain for the kisans’but it will 

not prove a wise, Policy. On the other hand I can assure them 

that if they . do not object to a cess of 12 pies a maund it will 

help ` kisans. grow better quality of sugar cane and in place of 

-12 pies they. will get 120 annas or may be a rupee per mauņd. , 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal (Hansi, “General, Rural) (Hindustani) : Sir, 

l “today I am immensely pleased to, find that my hon. ‘Friends are 

a `, trying to understand the point of view of the zamindar and are 

! giving him the right lead. [ very much appreciate the spirit in 

which they have sought to safeguard his interests, When I got up 

| “ to ‘speak on the Bill at an earlier stage, my hon. Friend,’Sardar 

i © Jagjit Singh Mann, pointed out that I should deal with this item 

l but I purposely. refrained from discussing it as I wanted to do 

: $ full justice tò itat the prope time, i.e. when this clause came 
| | up for discussion. : | oe . 


- Siri my hon. Friend, Mr. Sethi, has rightly remarked: that 
_ there must be opposition to imposition of any kind of tax. But & 
4 let us for a moment see whether the impositioa.of this particular 
‘tax is fair.. It has been said by some hon. Members that this 
step is being taken in the interest of, the kisan. and he will stand 
‘to benefit by it I have great apprehensions. Never was a tax 
imposed on the zamindar, utilized for his good and a`lion’s share 
“went to help those who did not contribute much. [I would be 
-the last man to object toa tax in cas2 it was spent on giving = 
facilities to those from whom it was realized. If the Government - 
“sets up, any “such principle we will surely agree to it. However 
` our past experience shows just the contrary. Here. it will not be 
out of place if I illustrate my point, The ruralites and the 
‘zamindars mostly pay for the expenditure incurred .on building 
pucca tarred roads but they are not allowed to ply their carts on 
_them. They are always ferced to go on katcha tracks ear marked 
for them by the side of the road. Only the urbanites have a 
right or a privilege of running their tongas and motor cars on o 
them. What the ruralite gets in return for his contribution of 
taxes is a volley of abuse from the occupants of tongas and 


m*ar cars whan they pass by his slow moving cart. 
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It has been said that this tax will go towards improving 


f. 


the quality of sugar cane. I woader how such a thing will, 


come to pass. If our Agriculture Department which is consider- 
el to be second to none in the country, has failed to bring about 


any improvement, this tax- also will not prove to be of any 


avail. All this talk of improving quality is nothing but tom foolery - 


and is absolutely devoid of any sense. I remember the times when 
Marketing Committees were set up and a tax was levied saying 


that the amount so raised will be spent for providing facilities to - 


those who bring commodities to the markets. ft was promised 
that sheds would be built, taps would be installed and perhaps heaven. 


would be brought on earth for the zamindars. It. was all an 
empty talk. 


Chaudhri LahriStogh: That was the work of your zamindara 
Government. oe 


. x, 
Chaudhri Suraj Mal: These sardonic remarks of my hon. 


Friend Chaudhri Lahri Singh cannet undo the achievements of the. 


zamindara Government. To-day the public as also the public men 
realize that that Government set up standards for the future 
Governments in the realm of administration and legislation 
(Some hon. Members: Yes, it was a ` toady Government). A 


Government will not become toady if it is dubbed so. Govern-` 


ments are judged by their actions and that Government rendered 
valuable service to its people. = Tye 


This was only by the way. I was submitting, Sir, that the 
Marketting Committees had colketed huge sums of money. Most 
of it is spent. on their‘establishments but the huge amounts which 
they have with them are not being spent for the betterment of 
villagers, who bring their produce to the markets. The Govern- 
ment has not instructed these committees as to how they should 
spend the money which they possessed. Either it is being taken 
away by the Government in the form of loans or it has been 
contributed to Mahatma Gandhi National Memorial Fund. At the 
time of realising money people were told that it would be spent 
for their betterment but all these 


were false promises. If the 
Government proposes to build pucca roads or do some other thing 
essential that- the 
money required for execution of these schemes, should be realised 
from them alone. We have never heard © the Government say 


for the benefit of the producers, it is not 
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that they wished to levy a cess on the factory owners as they 
desired to do certain things for their advantage. If there was 
any policy which the Government had consistantly followed, it was 
this that the taxes on the poor villagers and zamindars were. 
being constantly increased, while those on the urbanites and the 
rich were being decreased. My zamindar friends, who are sitting 
in ‘this House, feel that great injustice is being done to them. I 
can’t say, how long it would be possible to bear it. We are 
told that the money realised by the levy of this cess would be 
used for the benefit of the growers. As my hon. Friend Chaudhri 


oy Lahri Singh said, if the local taxes already levied have not been 


used for the ben fit of those for whom these were said to be 
intended, what guarantee is there that the proposed cess would be 
used for the advantage of the producers, If this amount is to 
be definitely used for a certain purpose, why has no rule or 
provision been made in this Bill that it would be used for that 
purpose only. 


Another thing which I wish to point out is this that the 
hon.. Minister-in-charge stated that it was not essential that the cess 
_ would be levied on the growers only. From the wording of the 


clause, however, it would be noticed that its burden would fall 
on none except the growers and the sellers, E am in full agreement 
with what my hon. Friend Sardar Jagjit Sinzh said about the 
production of sugar cane. This is the most difficult of all crops. 
The agricultural operations which-the growers of sugar cane have 
to perform in the hot. month of Bhadon? entail greater hardship 
than even going to jail for six months. Everybody | can realise, 
Sir, how difficult it is to standin the sun for even one day in 
‘the month of Bhadon. 


Minister for Rehabllitation: The hon. Member has neither 
the experience of growing sugar cane nor of going to jail. 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal: I am told that I have not experienced 
either of the two. Does going to jail for a few days. 


Mr. Speaker : Order, order. 
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Chaudhri Suraj Mal: My hon. Friend Dr. Lehna Singh says 
that I have experience of neither going to ,jail nor ‘of. growing 
sugar cane. I wish to tell him that I am the son ofa zamindar 
who cultivated land for seventy five years. All my kith and kin 
are engaged in cultivation of sugir cane. I have greater experience 
of this work than the hon. Minister and know the difficulties of 
cultivators much better, | 


Mr, Speaker: I know a good deal about it, 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal: It would be said about you also, Sir, 
that you only know the work of a Speaker or how to practise law. 
Whit sympathy his the Goverameat got for the zamindars ? They 
caniot even imagine their cond tions. My hon. Friend Dr. Lehna 
Singh has all along been living comfortably in palatial buildings 
and sitting under electric fans has been. feeling the pulses of 
pitients. He should think well bfore interrupting others and 


should not believe that he would not be replied. We kaow how — 


to answer tit for tat. Waen criticising others; he should realise 
that they can also hit back. | 7 


I strongly oppose the imposition of the proposed cess on the 
zamindars who have to uadergo great hardship in prodiciaz sugar 
cane for the banefit of factory owners. I shall also request my. 
other zamindar friendsin this House to oppose it, because by not 
doing so they would bə betraying che interests of their constituents. 
Wa shouall not keep watching as sileat spectators, when a tax which 


will break the back-bone of suzar caas growers is proposed to be 
levied. | 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar (Ex-Member, West Punjab Legis-ative 
Assembly representing Lahore City, General, Urban) (Hindi): Mr. 
Speaker, after hearing the speeches made. in this House today, I an 
reminded of the saying— 


ang a sara Ha aT ZAG 


aI H3 3 aun ad) À Ban BS" | 


What I mean to say is that the real facts are being completely ignored. 


6 


With your permission, Sir, I beg: to draw the attentien of the ‘hon. 
Members to clause 35 of the Bill, which reads thus :— 


fades Se 
Li 
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) 
[Shri Bhim Sen Sachar] 
(1) The Government may, after consulting the Board, by notification, 
impose a cess not exceeding twelve pies a maund on the entry of 


Sugar cane into a local area, specified in such notification’ for con- 
sumption, use or sale therein : 


For understanding the meaning. of the term ‘local area’ we 
should go to clause I8, which lays down— 


4 (1) The Cane-Co'nmissioner may after consulting the acvisory Committe 

- Committees, if any, of the area concerned and the occupier of the 

bane and after considering any objection that may be raised, 

issue an order declaring any area to Ree reserved area Oe the puree 

e season or seasons nae may likewise at any time cancel aici: 
order or r alter the boundaries of ah area so reserved. 


v 


I 


Sardar Swaran Singh : Local area is not defined anywhere. It is 
still to be defined. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Though reserved area is not local area, 
these denote one and the same thing. 


» 


| Minister for Rehabilitation : Local area is yet to be defined. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : I was submitting, Sir; that firstly ‘local 
area’ would be defined for certain purposes. If it is considered that 
the local area so determined should be the whole of Punjab State, the 
whole State might become that local area. The sugarcane produced in 
that area will be exempted from the levy of of cess proposed in the 
Bill. Only that sugar-cane would be taxed which would” be brought 
into the the local area from outside. The words, “on entry into the 
local area“ mean that the sugar-cane would be taxed on entry into the 
local area. (Interruptions). I am giving my view; the hon. Members 
can, of course, controvert it. If the Government agrees with my inter- 
pretation, the question of levying any cess ‘on the sugarecane of oul 
State does not arise. This cess is to helevied on the cane brought into the 
local area from outside. I am told by the hon. Minister that is not the 
intention of the Government. But the clause as it stands, can be inter- 
preted to mean the whole of Punjab as the local area. 
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Chaudhri Sahib Ram (Hissar North, General, Rural) | Ħin- 
= dustini): Sir, I have stood up to sp2ak ta favour of clause 35 noise) 
My view is that the hon. Members if they had any objection to the 
Bill, should have sent amendments for that parpose. But so far no 
amendment has been moved. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: Ona point of order, Sir. With regard 
to the deletion of the clause, your office tells me that I cannot move 
such an ameadment but can oppose the clause as a whole. If that be 

E the case, there is no amsndment before the House. 


Chaudhri Sahib Ram: [am in favour of jthe imposition of the 
céss on sugarcane, provided cane growers are to be allowed to use 
tbe roads exclusively for their carts. If other people have also to use the 
roads, the same amount of cess should be contributed by the Government 

fe itself. Pori 


The hon. Minister for Rehabilitation has mads some fallacious - 
remarks regarding matters which he should have known better pas a 
medical man. You, Sir, yourself know that the health of the farmer 

«who works in the sun, is far better thar the factory worker. So the 
sun, instead of doing harm to health, improves it. Secondly he has 
said something about the life of the bullocks working on- roads. I may 
inform him from personal experience that the bullock drawing carts 
on roads meets his death earlier than otherwise. I, therefore, submit 


Shae pee ees 
ke 


that, if the Government wants to levy this cess on sugarcane, it should 
levy a similar tax on other people who use the roads. Thus all who 
| use roads should be equally taxed, If only the cane growers are to be 
taxed they should be allowed to use tue roads exclusively. This aciect 
along with others should be removed, 


[te SUNN RTO Rete aot 3 ORE FE RAE Dio 
` 


Next I want- to draw the attention of the Government: to 
a another hardship experienced by the cane growers., They have to 
wait along with their loaded carts for days and days outside the gate 
of the factory and thus they have to put up with all sorts of degradation. 
If the Government wants to levy this cesson the cane growers, it is 
its duty to see that their hardships are removed. . 


Minister for Development (The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh 


Bajwa) (Punjabi) : Sir, I think a lotas been said on this Bill. I am 
afraid some of mv hon. Friends who have sought to sympathise wth 
the agriculturists have actually gone against his interests. 
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Sardar Jagjit $ Singh Mann: That shows diference of _ under- 
standing... 


Minister for Development : I may point out that the condition of 
the canegrowers in the States where this cess has been levied, has greatly 
improved. Along with this, the percentage of sugar has: also increased 


_as compared with our State. In U.P. the factory owners pay 


Rs. 1-11-0 per maund and the cess levied is annas 3 per maund while 
here the price of sugar varies from Rs.1, annas 5 to Re. l annas 7 per 


* maund. There’ the percentage of sugar is ten or eleven. Here it is not 


more than seven Or Sip: 


3 


Sardar Pre AN That depends .upon soil. and 
rainfall. 


Mi nister for: Development ‘That is D oui to some extent. But 


the major factor-is. that they have, carried on experiments with sugar 
^ cane and by new scientific methods they have evolved a better type and 


have increased its sugar percentage. We can also do the same. As far as 
the incidence of this cess is concerned it is -not necessary t hat it 


. may ‘all upon the seller. Clause 36 (2) (w) of the Bill says := 


- | Such rules shall provide .— 


The amount of the tax or cess imposed under section 35, and the authority 
- by which the person from whom, and the manner in which such a tax 
or-cess Shall be collected . 


It is for the Rule to provide as to who is to pay the cess. It is 


wrong to‘anticipate that the cess will necessarily be charged from the 


sugar cane’sellers. Our object is to develop «the production of sugar 


>- cané. Butif the House feels that there should -be no cess we are 
| prepared to revise the decision. | 


(At this stuge the how, Chief Minister rose to speaks. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Ona point of order, Sit, can a Member 


rise to make a speach when another member is speaking ? 


Minister for Development : Sir, I have given way. 
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Chief Minister : Sir, I wish to submit that the Government of 


‘India fixes the price of sugar. It fixed the sugar prices as well as the 


price at which the cane grower is to supply the cane tothe factory. 
For instance the price at which the cane grower supplies cane to. the 
factory is Rs 1-11-09. After adding the cess of one anna the price of 
cane becomes Rs. I-t2-0. Thus it is the owner of the factory upon 
whom the incidence of the cess falls and not the cane grower. The 
amount of the cess is utiliscd for the benefit of the cane grower. In 
Abdullapore for example, the condition of-the roads is not satisfactory 
with the result that the cane growers are put to a lot of inconvenience 
and trouble specially in the rainy season. With the money made 
available by the cess improvements in these roads can be carried out 
and the yield of sugar cane can be increased by other means. Such 
expenditure for the benefit of the cane growers is to.-be met out of the 
cess, l 


Chaudhri Saraj Mal: Way I ask the hon. Speaker if a, Member 


can stand up and begin to speak when another member isin possession 
of the House ? : ' 


Mr, Speaker: The hon. Minister has given way so that the hon. 
the Chief Minister may a ain something. 


Chief Minister : Uuder the Rules I can say something . „when 


. the hon. Minister has given way. Iama Member of this House and 


was a member of the Legisiative Assembiy in the united Punjab also 


. and. thus know the Rules well. 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal: This is a regular speech. 


Mr. Speaker: May I know if the fon Miñister for Development a 


has finished his speech ? 


Minister for: Development: No, Sir. 
(The hon. the Chief Minister was still on his tes). 


Voices : Order, order. 
Chief Minister : I know the Rules better. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Then act on them. . 
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_ - Minister for Development: I was submitting that the proceeds 

of this cess would be entirely spent on the development of sugar cane - 

_ variety and for providing other facilities to the cane growers. In this 
connection I may point out that the Government tried to fix the price 

of the sugar-cane at Rs. 1-14-0 per maund but the factory owner 

would not agree to pay it on the plea that Punjab sugar-cane did not 
contain that percentage of sugar as was present in ‘the U. P. sugar 
cane, Then the price was put at Rs. 1-13-90 per maund, but still 

` the factory owner was not agreeable to purchase sugar-cane at this | : 
price. Then it was reduced to Rs. 1-10-9 per maund, yet the factory 

‘ owner pressed for further reduction in it and refused to buy the a 
sugar-cane. This made the Government give their most serious leading 
consideration to the matter of fair price, which they are anxious that 
the zamindars should receive. But atthe same time Government 
have no desire to force the factory owners to purchase a commodity AL 
whicli is much below the standard. So whereas we-propose to fix the 
price of the sugar cane by law, we also propose to levy a cess, the 
proceeds of which would be utilised for the improvement of the quality 
of sugar-cane and building of road to facilitate the transporation of 
sugar-cane to the factories. Then a mention has been made of 
Abdullapur Sugar Factory. I may tell the House that the road 
to that factory has been built by them in consultation with the 
District Board Ambala, and with the money that was made available 
by them for the purpose. This was by the way. What I wanted to 
drive at was that imposition of cess was essential and in the best 
interests of the sugarcane growers. But I find that there is a strong 
feeling in the House against the levy of this cess. I have no objection 
to the withdrawal of the clause if that is the sense of the House. 


Chaudbri Lahri Singh: The consensus of opinion is in favour 
of the deletion of the clause. | | | a 


Minister for Development: Tff that be the desire of the House, 
I withdraw this clause, seeking to impose cess on cane growers . 
(Loud applause). 

Mr. Speaker : Question is —- 


That clause 35 stand part of the Bill. 


The motion wes lost 
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. : $ o -| Clause 38.. 
Sardar Shiv Saran Singh : Sir, ne | 
p> , , PING 7 


That sub-part (w) of sub-clause (2) beomitted and part (x), be 
renumbered as (w). | 


` This is only a consequential amendment in view of the fact 
that clause 35 has been deleted by the House. © | 


. 7 Tha motion was carried. 
o Mr. Speaker: Question is-- 
That clause 36, as amended, stand part of the B IL 


The motion was carried, 


Clause 37, 
Mr. Speaker : Question is— 
That clause 37 stand part of the Bill. o e a i : ‘ ; 
| The motion was nate 
& mh po = 4 5 
Clause 1, a 
Sub-clause (1I). : 
Mr. Speaker i Question is— | 7 . 
That sub-clause (1) of clause 1 stand part of fie Bill. 
bx | l The motion was carried. E 
Title. 
Mr. Spsaker: Question is-— 
That the Title be the Title of the Bill. 
The motion was carried, 
Minister for Development : Nr, I move- , 
That the Punjab Sugar. Factories Control Bill, as amended, be passed. 
Mr. Speaker : Motion inoved ~+ 


That the Punjab Sugar Faetories Control Bul, as amended, he passed. | 
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Sardar Swaran Singh (Jullundur West, Sikh, Rural) (Punjabi): 
Sir, when this Bill was under discussion in the House, the hoa. 
Minister-in-charge of the Bill remarked .that the. Punjab. sugar- 
cane was inferior in quality as compared with that grown outside 
' this State. Now- when it is going through its final resding, I 
| would like to impress upon the Government that the House 
| expects that at. the time of framing rules the goverament w ould 
see that the improvement of sugar-cane varieties is duly kept in view 
and that it is brought to the same standard as is obtains in 
Uttar Pradesh. (Interuption) It I may point out that if the hon. 
Ministers want to say something in. this. connection, they should 
rise in their seats and I would’ be glad to give way. Well, Sir, 
we have been told that the improvement of in the quality of sugar-- 
cane is out of question without the imposition of cess on the 
cane grower. I may submit that if the House has negatived the 
proposal of this levy, this does. not mean that the Government 
is exonerated of the responsibility of making every endeavonr to. 
improve the quality of the sugar-cane. We “understand that the 
Agriculturee Department of our . State. is considered to be the 
best and miost efficient in the whole of India. Weare also aware 
that this Department réceived'.a-substantial amount for the purpose 
of sugar-cane research from the, Government of India as well as 
from I.C A.R. My submission is that when arrangements for 
this purpose exist, I see no reason way Government should say 
that since the proposal for the imposition of cess has  fallea 
through, it will not be possible to make a provision to effect ' 
improvement in the. quality of the sugar cane. Do I take it that 
it is the desire of the Government that unless zamindars are 
made to pay the cess, it may not be able to find money for 
improving the quality of sugar-cane If that is the intention of 
| the Goveram2nt then to say mildiy, it tantamounts to shirking 
; its duty towards the zamindars. I hope that it would do 
| its utmost to bring about improvement in the quality of the sugar- 
cane. 


Chaudhri Kartar Singh : But where is the money to come from ? 
Should the hon. Ministers bring it from their homes ? 


Sardar Swaran Singh: The hon. Chief Whip has remarked 
whether the hon. Ministers should bring the money from their 
homes to meet the cost of sugar cane research. That was far from 
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my intention. No Minister ever brings money from his house. It 
is always realised from the people throngh taxation, Butit must 
not be lost sight of that the criterioa of taxation is that the tax 
should be equitably levied. I think that Chaudhri Sahib who 
considers himself the champion of the cause of the zamindars, has 
failed to realise the. full significance of the dropping off of that. 


` taxation clause from the Bill. He-shonld know that if.the-clause 


levying the cess had existed, then the cane growers would have 
been made to pay Rs. 6'4 pear hundred maunds of sugar which 
can be sold for Rs. 16) or so. [In other words the tax comes 
to something like 4 per cent. As you are aware, Sir, sugar-cane 
has been exempt from Sales Tax but if cess proposed by the Govern- 
ment had not been negatived, it would have have taken the 
place of Sales Tax, and the imposition of 4 per cent tax would 
have been construed as high, handedness on the part of the Govern- 
ment. 


Then, Sir, we have been told that ultimately the burden 
of this cess would have fallen on the consumer, Now the price 
of the sugar is fixed by the Government of [adia and it is common 
knowledge that this price includes all the expenses including. the 
Sales Tax, incurred by the factory owner for the manufacture 
of sugar. If the cess is realised from the factory owner, which 
ultimately is to be paid by the consumer, this amount can be 
utilised for the benefit of the can growers. [, therefore, feel ‘tuat 
this measure can prove beneficial to the Punjab cane growers only 
if it is enforced with the sole object of benefitting them. It would 


“serve no useful purpose, if the factory owners are allowed to hold 


a way over the canes grow ers by means of their wealth. So when 


this Act is enforced and the prices are fixed by the Sugar Control 
Board, the Government should convince. the .Central Govern- 


ment that the Punjab Sugar-cane favourably compares with the 
sugar-cane Of other States both in price and quality. Besides, it 


‘should endeavour to find out the reason why the Punjab sugar 


cane issold at a lower price while the U. P. sugar cane finds 
easy market at the rate of Rs. [/I4 or Rs. I/13 per maund. - 
Govern nent should make ali-out efforts to improve the 
quality of sugar-cane and enable the cane grower to fetch, at 
least the same price, if not more, which a zamindar in U. P., 
ordinarily fetches. The Agricul:ure Department has been doing a 


good deal of work. I have no intention to level any criticism 
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against the working of this Department. ‘It is just possible that 
| the production percentage of sugar-cane in U. P. as compared with 
| ‘our State, may. also. be due to the climatic conditions. It. has 
‘been said that the imposition of the proposed cess would enable 
i the zamindar:;. to improve the quality of sugar cane and. that it 
| is in the fitness of things to undertake this experiment. Here I 
cannot do. without bringing this point home to the hon. Members 
in general and. the. hon. Minister-in-charge in particular that if the 
price, of our sugar cane is- raised from Rs. 1/6!- per. maund to 
Rs. I/14/- per. maund which also . happens. to be the present 
| rate in U. P., then I will be the firt person to agree 
| 7 with the imposition of the proposed cess on the zamindars. 
: . Further I wish to point out that the Agriculture Depart- 
ment which has been functioning for the last 29 years has made 
all-out efforts to improve the quality and quantity of sugar cane 
"in our State and it has succeeded in doing this work to'a great 
extent. The present quality of ‘sugar-cane iè far far ‘better than 
“the one produced 2) years ago. We “are soon going’ to place 
this Bill on the Statute Book of our State. Here I have no 
‘hesitation in saying this that if instead of safeguarding the interests 
of the poor. sugar-cane growers, only penal provisions in connection 
with the issuing licences and regulating supply and price of sugar 
| cane are intended to be enforced after the passage of the Bill 
| ' now before the House, then it is really no. use taking such a 
step. f would request the Government that at the time of mak- 
ing rules under the provisions of the proposed Bill, this important 
| point should not be lost sight of and that is, that the poor 
zamindars receive adequate compensation for the hard labour they 
*. put in and ways and means are devised tə improve the variety 
of sugar cane. At the time enforcement of the provisions of the 
proposed Bill, care- should be taken. that the factory owners Go 

| ~ not exploit the poor zamindirs. Zamindars are faced with many 
: hardships as a result of which many problems have been crop- 
ping up and thereby necessitating the intervention of the authorities. 
in the interests of maintaining law and order.: If my hon, Friends 
"were to pass through the sugar mills in Hamira and Phagwara, 
+. they will find for themselves that the zamindars are made to 
wait outside the factory premises for days together. without any 


rhyme or reason. a 
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Chief Minister: The provisions of the proposed Bill do net apply 
to those areas in Pepsu. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: The hon. Chief Minister has been 
pleased to remark that the provisions of this Biil do not apply to those 
areas. There is no doubt about it and I am fully aware of the 
fact that better relationship exists between the Pepsu and our State. 
Ts it not a fact that sugar-cane is imported into the territories of the 
Pepsu from Jagadhari? Itis the boanden duty of the Government 
to discuss this matter with the Pepsu Government before enforcing 
the provisions of the Bill now before the House. If the Pepsu Govern- 
ment shows some disinclination to do so, thea adequate steps should 
be taken en the sugar-came imported into our State trom various 
places in the Pepsu, and at the same time adequate steps sheuld 
be taken to deal with the sugar cane brought from the areas ef the 
Pepsu to sugar factories situated in our State. In the end [I 
would like to impress upon the Government to devise ways and 
means to improve the quality and quantity of sugar cane in the 


interests of the zamindars. 


Sardar Bachan Singk (Ludhiana Central, Sikh, Rural} 
(Hindustani): Sir, it is gratifying to note that the Biil has 
reached the last stage and it is going to be passed inte law 
very soon. I wish to clear the misunderstanding created by the 
statement of the hon. the Chief Minister to the effect that the 
provisions of this Billdo not apply to the areas in Pepsu. In this 
connection I wish to „quote a few lines from clause 18 ef this 
Bill: : 

“Provided that in the case of a factory seated outside the Punjab, such 
declaration shall only be made on receipt by the Cane Commissioner 
of an application to that effect, in the ferm and manner prescrib- 
ed, (i) from the oceupier of such factory aml en the coaditions that 
the occupier (i, establishes a branch office in the Punjab, (ii) depesits 
a security of Rs. 6,000 (rupees five thousand) im any Government 
treasury in the Punjab anl (iii) appoints a persen resilemt in the 
Panjab as his manager in the Punjab.” 


It is crystal clear from this that this provision applies to 
factories situated in the areas cutside the Punjab State. Further 
I wish to impress upon the Government the vital necessity of 
considering the working ef the factories Im fact itis the duty ef 
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the Government to remove the defects in the working of the facories. z 
The condition of the labourers in the factories is very deplorable. 
The zamindars who carry sugar cane to the factories do not 
receive good treatment at the hands of the factory owners. Instances 


A 


in this connection are not wanting. In the month of January I 

“toured the district of Jullundur and I found poor zamindars with 

hundreds of cart-loads of sugar-cane waiting in vain outside the Sugar 

} Mills of Hamira and Phagwara. I was informed that the owners of 

those mills had expressed their intention to close down the mills. The 

poor `zamindars who had covered a long distance with cart-loads 

of sugarcane were informed that they were not prepared to accept 

the sugar-cane due to ređuction in its percentage on account of severe 

cold weather. It has been a practice with the owners of the sugar - 
factories to accept sugar-cane from zamindars when its percentage is _ AL 
very high and when its percentage runs down for no fault of theirs, 
they are given a flat refusal. 


Further, my hon Friends will agree with me that during the 
last and the current years if there is any industrial concern which has 
earned a very bad name for resorting to black-marketting, it is the 
sugar factories. This is not only the considered opinion of the general 
public but also of higher authorities including the Tariff Board. This 
Board has unequivocally stated that these factories should not function 
in future in India and that the owners of these factories should be 
treated in such a way that their syndicates are abolished and thus 
cease to function. ` In fact it has come out in the press to» that the 
liquidation of the syndicates at their own initiative was the need of the 
hour as they have earned ‘a very bad reputation, a:d the sooner they a 
are abolished, the better would it be for the general public, There 
are sugar factories both in the State of Punjab and the Union of s 
Patiala and the Punjab States Union. I am constrained to 
remark thatthe labourers are receiving very bad treatment at the 
hands of the owners of the factories. I have seen with my own eyes 
how injustice is being done to them. The condition of these labourers 
is very deplorable. In view of these facts my hon. Friends «ill agree x 
with me that it is useless to think that the sugarcane growers will 
receive any better treatment at the hands of the factory owners. I 


am really surprised to hear from my hon. Friend Chaudhri Lahr Singh 
i that in his opinion there seemed to be no necessity for factory owners 


to obtain licences for crushing cane. There may be some justification 
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on the part of my hon. Friend Shri Behari Lal to show some favours 
to factory owners, but I do not fi:d any justification whatsoever on the 
part of my hon. Friend Chaudhri Lahri Singh to make such uncalled for 
enirks. It would, I think, be more appropriate to call him a (Jai-numa- 
Lalu. E aa wat Chaudhri Lahri Singh has expressed himself to be 
against the licensing of factories. I wonder in what century he thinks 
he is living. This question of vesting ownership of the: means:of produc- 
tion in society and their regulation by the State has assumed world-wide 
importance. It is not peculiar to this country. As an interim measure, 
a certain amount of State control over those who are allowed to own 
the instruments of production, is to day universally considered neces- 
sary. Everywhere the feeling is that the private capitalist enterprise 
should not be given a freee hand. Even in tiis country, steps towards 
socialization have been taken by several provinces, such as U. P., 
Bihar and Madras. Only if popis were to have the necessary under- 
standing, they would not oppose socialistic measures. Only if people 
knew their own good, those who are silting on the Treasury Benches 
would not be there. But, alas, like the preverbial jat, we would never 
be good at ‘ calculation,’ and would remain dependent on- ‘ patwaris 


for this purpose. 
wo Speaker: That does nas concern tho Bill at this stage. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Sir, despite controls and regulations, 
during the last veir and this year toc, the businessmen have been . 
giving the people cause for complaining of black-market and such 
other anti-social activities. I would request my zamindar friends not — 
to fallin the trap of those capitalists who are against the licensing of 
factories. We shouid, on the other hand, urge that all industries 
should be socialized and so long as this is not done, full control should 
he exercised over them. | 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh : Let the industries be first set up. When 
they do not exist, how do you intend to socialize them ? g3 


Sardar Baehan Singh: What I mean to stress is that the capita-. 
lists will try to mislead you and so you should be careful before lend- : 
ing support to their demand. We should ask for the maximum control ~ 
over business and industry ; otherwise the capitalists will continue, to 
fleece the peasants. Even if the Government fixes the rate of cane, 
the factory owners would cheat the growers by underlweighing and 
getting 50 seers ofa weight supposed to be one maund. 


. A 

| | 
| 

1 

{ 
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I would like to say something ahout the deletion of clause 35. » 
When the hon. Ministers signified their willingness to do so, many 
Members might have noted that their faces looked sore. 


~~ 
i Mr. Speaker - The hon. Member should not make such remarks. 
Chaudari Suraj Mal: It is a statement of fact. 
| 
| Minister For Labour: It is net a fact. 


Sardar Bachan Siagh : Then, my Friend Chaudhri Kartar Singh 
asked the question as to whether the Ministers are expected to spend = 
from their own pockets’ to meet Government needs. Who can deny 
| that the whole of expenditure is being shared by 14 crores of people 
| living. in this state ? “How can the question of Minisiters contribut- 
ing from their own pocket arise ? On the other hand, they are receiving 
salaries for the work that they do. 


New, the most important question that confronts us is that of 
inereasing our food production. Sugar is an essential article ef feed, 
Whese food value is cent per cent. | 


ia Mr. Speaker : Please speak te the motion. 


Sardar Bachan Singh : I feel, Sir, that the Government has not 
dene its duty in the matter. On the other hand it has been gulity oi 
dereliction of duty. I shall place facts before the House in this connection. 
The Government of India had allocated three sugar factories to this pro- 
vince but these have not been installed so far. Some other factories 
were also allocated by the Government of India to this province but 
eur Government has failed to perform its duty and these have not been, | 
set up so far. 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh : Machinery has not arrived. g 


Sardar Baehan Sihgh : But has any site been prepared for those 
factories ? Has any decision been taken as to where these factories 
are to be set up? Iam ofthe opinion, Sir, that this province has 
great potentialities which if properly tapped, would make possible 
increased production of sugar-cane of a better quality. If‘ Khadar’ 
and ‘bet ‘ land is properly utilize! for suzar cane cultvation, I am 
sure the yield would in no way be inferior to the cane grown in U. P. 


Sardar Jagjit Singh Mann : What, if the floods come ? 
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Sardar Bachan Singh : tieg will nourish the plant, since: it 
thrives in mud and water. (4 voice. They will sweep them olf). Ar- 
rangements can be made to protect the crop from floods. It would 
surely not be impossible. T£ these tracts had been developed for cane 
cultivation sometime back, people would not today be couplaining 
that the sugar ration allowed to them is less than in Delhi and U. P 
Last year, it was stated that our province : was deficit in rice. Now it is 
proposed to export so many thousand tons of rice. If it is possible to 
increase the production of rice in this province, why should it be 
difficult to increase the production of cane? But to achieve 
this object, we shall have to help ond encourage the growers. 
The Government should see that the maximum quantity of sugar 
cane is produced from the soil. {It should not show any lack ot 


-duty towards zamindars merely because the. legislators have 


negatived the proposal for the levy of the cess as contained in clause 
35 of the Bill. ít should earnestly try to improve the quality of sugar- 
cane and see that it fetches reasonable price from the iactory owners, 
It should make suitable arrangements according to-which the cart: men 
bringing cane to the factories may not have to wait for long 


a 
=, 


hours. 


Mr. Speaker: Is it nota repetition ? This argument that the 
cart men will have to wait outside the fac tories for hours together has . 


been repeated a number of times. 


Sardar Swaran Siagh: I think the rule as to repetition applies 
to the same spe aker. as 2s. , . : DETE 


Mr. Speaker: Notatali. Does the hou. Member mean to say 
that the same thing can.be said over and over again by. diferent 
speakers ? 


Sardar Swaran Singh: Supposing a number of members want. 
to support a motion and each one of them says: that he. supports it, 
willit be repetition ? 


Mr. Speaker: Repctition means repetition of arguments. ` 
ba] a 7 


Sardar Bachaa Singh: Sir, [have not made any repetition.. I 
said that the Goverament should make necessary arrangements for 
providing sheds for these cart drivers who have to wait for long hours 
and also provide water troughs for bullucks, >~ | 
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Mr. Speaker: I want that these things should not be 
repeated. 


P 

Sardar Bachan Singh: It was not repetition, Sir. 

Mr. Speaker: It is for me to decide whether the hon. Member 
is repeating his arg»ments or not. The hon. Member, asa matter of 


fact, has not been strictly relevant, but I have been 


giving him 
latitude. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Sir, I mean to say that the working of 
this legislative measure, if passed, should be such that it dces not defeat 


the purpose for which it is enacted. I know of many enactments 


which have not been properly enforced in the Province. One of them 
is the Removal of Social Disabilities Act. 


, ees in the Province. 
| Mr. Speaker : 


The hon. Member is again irrelevent, 


Its provisions are not being 


Minister for Labour: Everything is being done in a 


satisfac- 
tory way. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Similar is the case with other Acts 

~ fwhich are not being properly enforced. I would like to point out that 
the output of sugar has considerably diminished in the sugar factories 

and the responsibility for this shortage in production lies on the Agri- 
culture Department. This department has done magnificent work in 
connection with the production of improved quality of 


wheat and 
cotton and for this it deserves our appreciation. But our Punjab is 


still very much backward in improving the varieties of sugar cane. 


An hon. Member: There are a number of varieties of sugar 
cane that are grown in our province. 
Sardar Bachan Singh: If our province has also advanced 


in this respect it is indeed creditable. So we should 
hard to increase the output of sugar and provide all 
zamindars to achieve maximum results. 


strive 

facilities to 

It has been provided in the 

Bill that Cane: Growers’ Co-operative Society will offer the cane to the 
occupier of a factory in the reserved area. Tknow that the Co- 

operative Department has done creditable work in many spheres of its 
activities but so‘faras the question of marketing of products is con- 
concerned, its work has not been appreciable. 


JS Mr. Speaker: The bon. Member is taking up every department 
of the Government one after another. He was talking of Agriculture 


Dpartment ; now he is referring to Co-operative Department, 


| 
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Sardar Bachan Singh: Sir, the Co-operative Deparment has 
not done good work so far as the marketing of sugar cane is 
concerned.. 


& Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member does not become relevant by 
using the word “ ganna “ again and again 


Sardar Bachan Singh : Sir, one of the factors which damps the 
enthusiasm of agriculturists is that their produce is not marketed 
immediately. It is a statutory obligation of the Co-operative Department 
to make adequate arrangements for maiketing the produce of agri- 
culturists and I would say that the object of this Bill will not be served 
if the co-operative societies neglect their duty in this direction. 


I think if we wish to make this measure a success we should 
proceed in such a way that the factory cwners are not in a position to 
exp'oit the growers. It isalways in their interest not to deal with 
an organisation but with individuals. This is a plain fact and will be 
readily appreciated by the wrovernment and the Minister-in-charge. 
The capitalists and the industrialists should be discouraged from 
dealing with the simple kisans direct and in this connection I would 
suggest that the principle of multi-co-operative societies should also be 
made applicable to them. The owners of sugar factories should be 
asked to get their requirements through co-operative societies and in 
my opinion these organisations wiil be able to charge proper _ prices 
from them for the good of the growers. 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh (Rohtak, North, General, Rural) (Hindus- 
tani) : Sir, I have stood up to congratulate the hon. Minister-in- 
charge for the magnanimity of mind that he has shown for the cause of 
the zamindars. This act on the pirt of the Government clearly shows 
that it has some soft corner for us andis elastic. Itisa very healthy 
sign and at any rate I for one appreciate it very much. 


However, I may draw the attentior of the Governnent to one or 
two very important points. Firstly at every step in the Bill before us 
we find that work is to be done in causultation with the Advisory 
Committee. In this connection I humbly suggest that care should be 
taken by the Government while making nominations to it. At any 
rate two types of persons should in no case be nominated as members, 
namely the sympathisers of the factory owners and zamindars like 
Chaudhr. Sahib Ram who are more loyal even than the King himself. 
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I hope the hon. Minister for Dana will bear this suggestion in 
mind. Secondly to suggest that the Department will not implement ` 
the scheme properly is only a travesty of facts. Fortunately we have 
a Director who is very enthusiastic and active (88481) ile does not 
mind even spending from his pocket if a kisan is to be benesitied. | 


Sardar Swaran Singh ; On a point of order, Sir. Is the word 
chulbla (88431) parliamentary ? 


Pa 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh : Well, itis nota bad word. It only 
means active. .Sir, my learned Friend Sardar Bachan Singh = wis 
pleased to attack.me. I say like Hidayat Nama Khawind ‘Listructions 
for the husband) or Hidayat Nama Bivi (Instructions for the wile} 
Sardar, Bachan Singh's -peach was a Hidayat Nama  Governine sat. 


(Instructions for the. Govern ment}. 
An hon. Member 3 The question may now be put, Sir 
Mr. aie Onesti is - 
Ti kat the question may now be put. 
The motion was curried, 
Mr. Speaker : Question 1S -= 
Taat tae Punjab Sugar Factories Control Bili as amended, he passed, 


The mation was carried. 


ee a ee ee 


EAST PUNJAB REFUGEES REHABILITATION ,LCANS AND SEENT 
(AMENDMENT) BILL, 


7 + 


Minister for Rehabilitation (The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: 
'I introduce the East Punjab Refugees Rehabilitation (Loans and 
Grants) (Amendment) Bill 


Minister for Rehabilitation: T move =- 


That the fast Punjab Refugees Rehabtfiiatiou (Loans and 


Granis} 
(Amendment) Bill be taken iuto consideration at unce, 


Mr: Speaker : Motion moved — » 


That the Bast Punjab Refugees Rehabilitation (Loans and Grants) 


(Amendment) Bill be taken into consideration at onge. ` 


te 
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East Punjab Refugees Rehabilitation (Loan and Grants) (Amendment) Bill (5) 77 


Shri Shim Sen Sachar: (Ex-member West Puniab Assembly 
representing Lahore City, General, Urban; (Hindustani): Sir, the 
Bill that has been brought before the House gives rise to a 
very inportant question of principle. The object of this Bill is“ te 
expedite grant of loans to deserving displaced persons ” and therefore 
“ it is necessary to empower the Financial Commissioner, _Rehabilita- 
tion to sanction loan applications even though such applications had 
not been made to the Deputy Commissioners in the first instance.” 
In this connection I have to invite the attention of the House to the 
East Punjab Refugees Rehabilitation (Loans and Grants) Act, 1948. 
Clause 4 of this Act provides that a Deputy Commissioner can sanction 
a loan of Rs. 2,000. In case there is an application fora loan exceed- 
ing this amount, he cannot sanction it himself. He can only 
recommend it to the Financial Commissioner and the Financial Com- 
missioner has the power to sanction that amount. The second thing 
which I want to point out is that section 8 prescribing the method of 


repaying loans says that “ the loan, together with all interest due 


thereon if any, shall, except as provided in any bond executed by the 


borrower, be repayable by annual instalments for a period of seven 
years’” Now if we accept the Bill which is before the House, it will 
mean that “ the Financial Commissioner may entertain direct from any 
individual refugee or group an application in the prescribed form 
supported by an affidavit stating the amount of loan desired, and the 
manner in which the repayment of the loan if granted, is proposed”. I 
would have like to bring out the difference between the existing 
provisions and the proposed provision. Such work had been entrusted 
to local officer and this is a normal precedure as that officer is aware of 
all local conditions and facts. He can see whether an individual......... 


ve 808208 


The Assembly then adjourned till 2 P. M. on Monday, 13th. 
March 1950. 
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Punjab Legislative Assembly 


First Session of the First Punjab Legislative 


Rascals 
Monday, 13th March 195@. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Simla, 
at 2 p.m. of the clock Mr. Speaker (The hon. Sardar 
Kapoor Singh) in the Chair. 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
SUPERSESSIONS IN THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT. 


* 1361. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Wl] the hon. 
Minister for Education be pleased to state :— 


(a) the names of officers in the Education Department 
who have superseded others and the special reasons for such 
promotions; 


(b) whether such promotions are subject to the con- 
currence of the Hon. Minster? 


The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh: (a) This part of the 
Assembly Question is vague in its reference both to personnel 
and period and the labour involved in coilecting the informa- 
tion will not be commensurate with the results to be 
achieved Ifthe hon. Member wishes to make a concrete 
and specific reference the question may kindly be repeated. 

(b) Yes. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Js it not a fact that in March 
1949, Seven Juniors were preferred to seniors? ° 


Minister: Answer is possible only if the hon. Member 
gives names of persons and their posts. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Could not the hon. Minister 
say something about the supersessions say forthe past 6 
months? 


Minister: I shall bein a position to supply information to 
the hon. Member if he gives me definite cases. However 
I may say that sometimes supersession is said to have taken 
place while actually no such thing is done. For example, if we 
want a man as professor of Philosopby, only a man knowing 
Philosophy can be appointed. that does not mean any super- 
session. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: But doe 
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Minister: Yes, if that be the’ requirement of the Depart- 
ment- 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma; Is it a fact that at times 
persons are temporarily appointed to some posts and such an 


appointment gives them a rigbt fora permanent appoint- 
ment? 


Minister. It is not so. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Are foreign qualified persons 


given preference in the matter of promotion in this Depart- 
ment? 


Minister: Certainly; that is one of the considerations. 


People with foreign qualifications are considered 
better. | 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: But is not this a source of 
heart burning among others? 


Minister: It may be so, but efficient men have to be 
employed in the- Department. 


Pandit Shei Ratn Sharma: Dv cases in which promotion 


is given by way of supersession come to the notice of the 
Minister? 


_ Minister: They come not only to the notice of the 
Minister but are also sent to the Public Service Commission. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Are the names of the superseded 
officers also sent to the Public Service Commission? 


Minister: Yes; they are sent. 


PROMOTION OF SCIENTISTS IN THE EDUCATION 
DEPARTMENT 


* 1362. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. 
Chief Min’ster be pleased to State:— 


(a) what special consideration is shown and encourage- 
ment given to Scientists in the Education Department; 


(b) whether it is a fact that in serveral cases Science 
professors and teachers are weaned from their life long work 


in Science, and are put onto do other kinds of work after 
promotions; 


(c) The reason why promotions are not possible in their 
own work and in the direction of research; 


Pot propose o take the matter 


$ 
t 
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STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS (6) 3 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) Scie- 
ntists and others are all on one cadre and those 
; whose work and conduct are of outstanding merit, are given 

special consideration and encouragement by way of 
promotion. 


(b) Yes. 
(c) There is no separate cadre for scientists- 


(dj This can oaly be possible if we have a separate cadre 
of scientists for which there appears to b2 no scope at 
present. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: [s it not a fact that when 
teachers and professors of Science are promoted to higher 
posts they have to give up science work? 


Minister: This question was replied during the last 
session. 


Pandt Shri Ram Sharma: Does the hon. Minister 
remember everything regarding every question that was 
asked during the last session? 


Minister:—At any rate I remember about this question. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Has the Government evolved 
some scheme according to which the research work done 
by the teachers and professors can be utilised for setting 
up new industries in our State? 


Minister; A scheme will be made when funds are 
available. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: But is there a scheme with 


the Government which will be put through when funds are 
available? E 


Minister A scheme can be made when funds are there. 

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it nota fact that Science 
teachers and professors have to leave science work for the 
sake of promotion? 


Minister: But that cannot be helped. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: But why is the Government 
shutting its eyes on this fact? 


Ministers Government has its eyes wide open. 


Pandit Durga Chand Xaushish! What research facilities 


Drip pal wits are avilable for those teachers of Science who are put on 
Punj4b Vidhan Sabha ,jobs that are not directly concerned with the subject? 
Digitfzed by; 


Minister: I have already renliod. 


Panj Digital Library 


4 (6) PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [13th March. 1950 


NATIONALIZATION OF TRANSPORT. , 
* 149] Shrimati Sita Devi: Will the hon. Minister 
for Eduction be pleased to state— 


(a) The total money spent so far by the Government on 
the nationalization of Transport in the State: 


(b) Whether the Government proposes to proceed with 
the policy of nationalization of Transport? 


The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh: (a? The total ex- 
penditure up-to date on staff, stationery, furniture, travelling 
allowance and other contingencies etc. in connection with : 
the nationalization of transport is Rs. 34,037/8/6. In addition, d 
the amount spent on 200 vehicles earmarked for :he implemen- 


tation of the nationalization scheme is reckoned at Rs. . 
17, 37, 450 


(b) Yes. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: What will happen to the staff 


in view of the resolution, that was passed by this House day 
before yesterday? 


Minister: That matter is to be considered. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: It has been said that about a sum of 
Rs. 35,000 has been expended, but I ask if no nationalisation 


is to take place, why keep such high paid officers like the 
Provincial Transport Controller? 


Minister: We havea good deal of work with us- 


Shrimati Sita Devi: When the whole work is not to be 
nationalised, why pay him so much? 


Minister: That 


is his pay already as a Government 
officer. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: May I know what his salary was be- i k 
fore he got this appointment? ` 


Minister: He is an 1. P. man and quite a senior Officer. 


LA + e 2 . í 
Shrimati Sita Devi: Is it not a fact that he was a mere 
D. S. P. getting two or three hundred rupees? 


Minister: It is no disqualification to bea D.S. P. for 
appointment to this post? 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: How many of the 200 ~ 
buses which the hon. Minister has stated to have been bought 


by the Government are in operation at the moment? 
Minister: None. 
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STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. (6) 


Mr. Speaker: This information will be supplied when 
the next question is replied to. - 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma; Will the old policy of the 
Government continue even after the recommendation of thi3 
House that the scheme be postponed for 3 years ? 


Minister; But we can take some routes for. exoerimental 
purposes. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Are not nationalisation and 
taking of some routes as an experimental measure two 
different things ? 


Minister: We can do that. 


Pandit Durga. Chand Kaushish: ‘How many of these 
200 buses will be used for experimental purposes ? 


7 


Minister: We may use ali of them, “+7 


TRANSPORT VEHICLES LYING IN JULLĻUNDUR 
CIVIL SECRETARIAT © 


*1508. Shri Virendra: Will the hon. Minister for Educa- 
tion be pleased to state : :— 


(a) the number and make of transport vehicles lying 
idle at, present in the compound of the JulHundur 


Civil Secrétariat ; 
(b) the dates when these vehicles were purchased; 


(c) the total investment made by the Gov ernment in 
purchasing these vehicles; 


(d) the total depreciation caused by the non-use of 
these vehicles so far, 


(e) how much it will cost to make these vehicles road 
worthy once again; 


(f) how the Government proposes to dispose of these 
vehicles? 


The hon. Sardar Na:otam Singh: \ 


(a) 426 chassis were purchased through Government 
of India, out of which 184 have since been 
allotted to Government and semi-Government 
departments and 84 chassis have been given to 
various Body-builders for fabricating bodies 
thereon. The number and the make of the 
remaining 158 vehicles at present,lying jn, the 
Secretariat compound is given below:— 


5 
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[Minister for Education]. : 
1. Chevrolet 137” W.B, chassis ` 5 


| ae 2. Chevrolet 161” W. B. chassis 88 
| = o 3. Ford 158” W. B. chassis 3 
l 4. Ford 194” W R. chassis © | 22. eer 
5. International 159” W, B, chassis - 63 
6. Intern:tional 195” W. B. chassis 8 j 
7. Distt- Buses (12 Chevy. & 7 Fords) 19 
Total 158 + 


(b) These vehicles were received during the period 
April, 1948 to January, 1950. 


(c) The total investment on 426 chassis amounts to © ig 
about Rs. 33,16,879/-/- and the total cost of 242 
chassis which are now left with the Government 3 


for implementation of Nationalization programme 
is Rs. 19,49,230/-/- approximately. 


(d) Negligible. | » 
(e) Nil. 


Cf) The Government propose to utilize the vehicles 
other than those allotted in the implementation 
of the Nationalization Scheme of road transport 
in the state. 


Sbri Virendra: Does the hon- Minister think that the 
vehicles which have been lying unprotected for the last two 
years have not undergone any depreciation? 


Minister: There has been some depreciation 
but ıt is quite negligible. I may add that the 
vehicles are well looked after, batteries have been removed 
and the vehicles have been jacked up. All possible precau- 
tions have been taken but still the colour of their bodies is 
sure to fade with the passage of time 


Shri Virendra. Is it not 2 fact that the original tyres 3 
and tubes of these vehicles have been damaged to such an 
extent that these will have to be replaced, before the venicles 
are put into use? 


Minister; No, these are quite serviceable. é 
Shri Virendra: Is it not a fact that the Government will 


have to spend a sum of about two thousand or three thousand 
rupees for making these vehicles serviceable? 


Minister: No, it is not true. 


origi i: Shri Dev Raj Sethi; Did the Government purchase these 
idħan Sabha vehicles before deciding its policy regarding nationalisation of 


bj; ” 
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STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS (6) 7 


Minister: At the time of making the purchase, the 
Government had the intention of nationalising it. 


Shri Devy Raj Sethi: Did the Government incur such. a 
heavy expenditure without deciding its policy? 


Chief Minister: When the Government noticed that the 
- private and other motor buses plying on the roads of our 
State were becoming unserviceable, we approached the 
Government of India for supplying us five hundred vehicles. 
` Government of India gave these on the condition that we 
would not give these to anybody till the question of nation- 

alisation, which was then under consideration, was decided. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: In addition to these vehicles purchas- 
= ed from the Government of India, did the Government make 
some local purchases also? 


Chief Minister; Those Departments which thought it 
essential to have motor vehicles tor their efficient working 
purchased these locally. | 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi; Were some vehicles purchased in 
addition to these also? 


Chief iviinister: I reguire notice for answering this 
question. 


Sardar Ajit Singh; Isit not a fact that at the time of 
purchasing these vehicles the Government issued a Press 
note that these would be given to refugee transport 
operators ? : . ` 


Chief Äraister: As I have submitted, the Government 
of India asked us not to give these to anybody, 


Sardar Ajit Singh: Why did the Government issue a 
press note if these vehicles were not to be given to any body? 


i Chief Minister; I have already stated that we were 
pm. asked by the Government of India not to give these to any- 
hody- 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: [gs it a fact that some 
3 vehicles were bought without the previous sanction of the 
Government and that sanction was accorded after the vehicles 
had arrived? | 
A 


ja Chief Minister: If the hon Member seeks information 
about any specific vehicle, enquiries can be made 


| Shri Virendra: Is it not a fact that some of the vehicles 
have become out of date and it would not be possible to 


-obtain spare parts for them? 
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Chief Minister: No, it is not so. 


Shri Virendra: Has the Government verified this fact 
from their experts? : 


Minister: Yes, Sir. 


Shri Virendra: Did the Government enquire from their 
own experts only or from some outsiders also?, 


Minister: As I have submitted, the Government have 
consulted the experts. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know if before purcha- 


sing these vehicles, the Government had decided their policy’ 
about nationalization of transport? 


Chief Minister: Ithad not been decided at that time. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it not a fact then that the 
Government at first incurred the expenditure and then 
considered the question of nationalization? 


Chief Minister: I have already replied to this question. 


OMNIBUS SERVICE AT AMRITSAR AND JULLUNDUR 
*1509.. Shri Virendra; Will the hon. Minister for Education 
be pleased to state :— 


(a) the monthly income of the Amritsar Omnibus Service 
from January, 1949 to December, 1949; 


(b) the monthly income of Jullundur Omnibus Service 


from January, 1949 to December, 1949? 


The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh: 


(a) The monthly income of the Amritsar Omnibus Service 
from January, 1949 to December, 1949 was;— 


Rs. As. P. 
January ses 32,695 9 0 
February x 45,670 I 0 
March wes 58,331 15 6 
April Pe 76,501 8 0 
May .. 101,836 1l 3 
June eee 1,18,915 1 9 
July o 111,169 7 6 
August i 107,566 9 6 
September n 99,153 2 3 
October sa 98,212 4 0 
November a 84,782: 3 0 
December a 83621 14 9 
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(b) The monthly income of the 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


Jullundur 
Service, from January, 1949 to December, 1949 was;— 


(6) 


Omnibus 


Rs. As. P. 

. January . 36,138 4 0 

` February 41,639 3 6 

March a 50,301 8 6 

April 54,544 11 0 

May z 66,282 15 0 

June 75,718 2 0 

July : 87.863 6 0 

August : 95,079 5 0 

September a 92 316 4 0 

October Ne 90,510 4 8 

November Pn 81,639 9 0 

December 75,547 5 0 
Shri Virendra; May I know whether the amount of income 

stated by the hon. Minister was gross income or net income? 
- Minister: This was gross income. m 

Shri Virendra: May I know the expenditure incurred in 


this connection? 


Minister: I require notice for answering this question. 


Shri Virendra. The figures supplied by the Government 
reveal that while income from Amritsar Omni-bus Service during 
the months of May to August was pretty large, subsequently it 
went on dwindling. May I know the cause of gradual decrease ? 


Minister: At first the number of passengers was large 
but afterwards it decreased. 


Shri Virendra: 


What was the cause of it? 
Minister; In summer the “number of 
is larger thap in winter. 

Shri Virendra; Is it a fact that the Government has given 


notice to the Manager of Amritsar Omnibus | service that his 
services would be no longer required? 


passengers 


_ e 


7 Minister: That is a departmental matter. 
Shri Virendra: I wish to know the real cause of decrease in 
income, | 


Chief Minister: It does not arise out of this. 


Minister: As I have already stated, larger number of people 
m ake use of the Omnibus Service in summer. 


© ff 


(6) 10 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [13th March 1950. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: On a point of order. Does it lie 
with the Chief Minister to say that a particulary supplement- 
ary question does not arise out of the main question? ` 


Mr. Speaker: He can draw my attention to that. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will you kindly ask him to 
simply draw your attentior? 


CAMP COMMANDANTS AND DEPUTY CAMP 
COMMANDANTS | 


* 1426, Sardar Sajjan Singh: Wil] the Hon. Minister for 
Rehabilitation be pleased to state:—~ 


(a) the names of the Camp Commandants and Deputy Camp 
Commandants recruited by the Government in connection with 
the different camps in the East Punjab between 15-8-47 and 


31-1-50; 
(b) the names of the refugee camps to which the aforesaid 
officers were appointed; 


(c) the salary and other allowances paid to each one of them 
per month during the period of their services, 


.d) the educational qualifications of each one of them; 


(e) whether any police officer whose services were termi- 
nated on orders frcm the Central Government was also taken as 
a Camp Commandant; if so, the name of the officer and the 


reasons for taking him in service: 


(f) whether the aforesaid police officer was made to resign 
his post in the police department on account of charges of 
corruption against him made by the United Punjab Government? 


The hon. Dr. Lebna Singh Sethi: 

(a) to (d). The information asked for is not readily available 
and its collection would involve an amount of labour, which it is 
considered will not be commensurate with any possible benefit to 


be derived from it. 


(e) and (f). The facts are that Shri P. S. Barar was not asked 
to resign his job in the Police Department. He was tempora- 
rily appointed as Superintendent of Police in the hope that 
Cede the Government of India would agree to his appointment in 
Pajah Vidhan FPA East Punjab. As the Government of India did not do so, 
Digitizedby; his services were.terminated with effect from the 16th April, 
[Panjab Digital 19849, After being relieved from the Police Department, 
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Sardar Sajjan Singh: Is the Government prepared to show 
the same favour to its other employees who have been dismissed 
on charge of corruption, which it has showed to Mr, Brar? 


Chief Minister: There is no question of favouring any body. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: When this gentleman was not 
considered suitable by the government of India, what were those 
qualifications ou the basis of which he has been re-employed by 
this Government? 


Minister: T am not in a position to say if there 
were any qualificatiois which the Government of India 
ignored but on the basis of which he has been re-employed by 
the Punjab Government. If the hon» Member so desires I shall 
make enquiries and let him know. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: The hon. Minister has stated that 
he would enquire into the question of Mr. Brar’s re-employment. 
Had he been in continuous service, the words re-employment 
would not have been used. | 


RURAL REHABILITATION DEPARTMENT 


* 1449, Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the hon. Minister 
for Rehabilitation be pleased to state:— 


(a) the total - mount spent on the staff employed in the 
Rural Rehabilitation Department from the beginning upto 
31-1-50, including the travelling allowances, special pay etc.; 


(b) the total amount spent on all other items concerning 
the Rehabilitation in East Punjab; 


(c) the total area allotted so far by the Rural Rehabilita- 
tion Department? 


The hon. Dr, Lehna Singh Sethi: 
(a Rs. 1,20,00,559. 


(b) Rs. 262,42 628. 


(c) Total area allotted under the quasi permanent scheme 
of allotment upto 28-2-50 was 15,060,483 standard acres out of 
20,40,323 standard acres available in Punjab (India) and 
176,279 standard acces out of 423.826 standard acres in Pepsu- 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: As stated by the bon. Minister the 
Government has spent about, Rs. 4 crores on the allotment 
of land which on average comes to Rs. 25 per acre. Does 
not the the Goverment consider this expenditure too 
much? 


Ministcr; Only necessary expenditure has been incurred. 
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RICE MILLS IN AMRITSAR 


* 1300. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for 
Development be pleased to state:— 


| og 
(a) the number of rice mills in each of the Tehsils of 
the Amritsar District: a 
(b) whether it is a fact that these mills have been 
ordered to stop work fpr the last few months, a 
and sealed; if so, the number of such sealed 
mills; | 
(c) the number of those mills which continued 
working; = 
(d) the compensation, if any, Government proposes to 28 
pay to the non-working sealed mills; 
M (e) the reasons for ordering the aforesaid mills to 
stop the work of busking rice? 
(a) The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa; 
(i) Amritsar Tahsil or 117 
(ii) Ajnala Tahsil M 57 
(Gi) Tarn Taran, Tehsil = 69 
(iv) Patti Tahsil e 39 
Total r 282 
(b) It is a fact that unauthorised mills have been ordered 
to stop work for the last few months and sealed. The num- 
ber of such sealed mills is given below:— 
(i) Amritsar Tahsil m 91 
(ii) Ajnala Tahsil ai 50 
(iii) Tarn Taran Tahsil Ha 57 
(iv) Patti Tahsil m 34 
Total pn 232 : 
(c) (i) Amritsar Tahsil - 26 : 
(ii) Ajnala Tahsil | Bea 7 
(iii) Tarn Taran Tahsil ss 12 
(iv) Patti Tahsil es 5 
Total coe 50 


eee 


(d) There is no proposal to pay any compensation to the 
sealed mills. 
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(e) There cannot be proper supervision of a large number 
of chakkis scattered all over the district. It would be an 
expensive and almost impossible task. In the absence of 


- effective supervision there would be danger of large scale 


evasion of the provisions of the Monoply Scheme. The con- 
centration of paddy sales at the important milling centres 
ensures maximum procurement and also better prices for 
paddy for the producer. 


Sardar © ajjan Singh: May I know if the Government is 
aware of the fact that the cultivators have to go long 
distances to get the hermitted three maunds of paddy husked 
at some chakki? 


Minister: No complaint of this nature has been received. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: Is it not a fact that people are put 
to a great hardship on account of long distances of chakkis 
from each other? 


Minister: Inconvenience, no doubt, is there, but it is 
essential for procurement purposes. 


* , ees 4. e « ° 

Sardar Sajjan Singh: May I know the qualifications taken 
into consideration for ordering a mill to stop work and others 
to continue working? 


Minister: The convenience for supervision is the 
criterion. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: May I know if the Government is 
prepared to allow one mill in an area of five miles taking 
into consideration hardship caused to the people at the 
present time? 


Ministers It will be considered. 


Sbri Amar Nath Vidyalankar: May I know if the 
Government, before ordering the mills to stop work take 
into consideration the fact that many people would be thrown 


out of work? 


Minister: But the gain as compared with that was more. 


AT OEE RENAE RE E 


PADDY 
* 1301. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for 
Development be pleased to state:— 


(a) the price fixed per maund of Desi paddy and 
Basmati paddy respectively in the Amritsar 
District, 


(b) the quantity of rice obtainable from one maund 
of paddy after husking; 


(c) the milling charges per maund of paddy fixed by 
Government: 


- (6) 14 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [13th March, 1950 


| [Sardar Sajjan Singh] 

| (d) the price per maund at which rice of Desi paddy 
and Basmati paddy are available to the Syndicate 
after husking; 


(e) the price per maund at which Government pur- 
chases rice.of Desi paddy and Basmati paddy from 
the Syndicates? | p 


The: hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: (a) The 
maximum and minimum prices fixed for paddy in the Amritsar ` 
district are:= — | 


(i) Coarse paddy 
Maximum Rs, 9/12/- per maund. 
Minimum Rs. 8/4/- ,, a 


(ii) Basmati paddy 
Maximum Rs. 12/. es 99 
Minimum Rs. 10/8/- 9 % 


(b) Coarse rice; Approximately 25% seers from one 
maund of paddy 


Superior rice; Approximately 244 seers from one 
maund of paddy. 


(c) Government does not have to fix milling charges under 


the Monopoly Scheme 
* 


(d) It is not possible to state the price per maund at 
which rice of desi paddy and basmati paddy are available to 
the syndicate after husking. since purchases of paddy by the 
Syndicate are made at market rates which range between the 
minimum and maximum rates tixed by Government, but in 
view of shortage, are usually at or n'ar the maximum, The 
ex-mill prices fixed by Government have been worked out on 
the basis of maximum prices for paddy and, therefore, 
includes margin of profit for the syndicate. This margin 
varies according to the prices actually paid for paddy by the 
syndicate. 


y~ 


(e) Coarse rice. Rs. 17/11/- per maund ex-mill subject 
to quality deductions on 
a scale prescribed by 
| l , Government. ý 
D- Superior rice Rs. 24/8/- per maund ex-mil] subject 
| to quality deductions on 
| a scale prescribed by 
i Government. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: May I know if the Government has 
received any representations fiom the people of Ajnala Tehsil 
to the effect that the syndicate earns 33 per cent profit by 
| purchasing the paddy at the controlled rate? 


7 Minister: No such representations have heen received. 
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Sardar Sajjan Singh: Is it not a fact that J wrote a detailed 
letter to the Minister concerned regarding this matter. How can 
he now say that he received no representation? 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma; Will the hon. Minister please 
state if he received any letter from Sardar Sahib? 


Minister: [ do’nt remember. [f it was sent it must have 
been replied to. | 


e. —e ome -M 


GROW MORE FOOD CAMPAIGN, 


*1458. Shri Bhaght Ram Choda: Will the hon. Minister 
for Development be pleased to state the total amount spent so 
far by the Government on the Grow More Food Compaign and 
the anticipated benefit therefrom? 


The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: Total 
amount of about Rs. 160 lakhs will be spent on Grow 
More Food campaign during the financial year 1949-50 under 
the various grow more food Schemes of [Irrigation Department, 
additional irrigation has been provided during kharif 1949 to 
more than 2 lakh acres of land which will result in additional 


-food production of more than 40,000 tons. The other schemes, 


viz., sinking of percolation wells, tubewells, mechanical 
cultivation, distribution of fertilizers, town and village compost, 
improved seeds etc, will give an additional yield of about 


20,000 tons of food, 


Pandit Shri Sharma: May I know since how long this grant 
of Rs. 1 crore and 60 lakhs received from the Government of 


India is being spent ? 


Minister: Ever since the scheme has been put into effect. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May [ know since how long this 
scheme has been put into effect? 


Minister, From April 1949 to March 1950. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know if the Government 
received any report regarding any benefits accruing from the 


scheme? 


Minister: It is due to this scheme that the procurement 
during this year has been more than that in the previous year 
and it is hoped that in the next year it will be still more. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know if the killing of 
monkeys is included in this scheme? 


Minister: yes, it is. 
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Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May [ know if the Government 
is aware of the fact that people dislike the killing of monkeys 
and they say that such things were not done even during the 
British regime? 


Minister: Those who want to keep them as pets, they can 
do so. ~ 


| í 
Pandit Durga Chand Kaushisb: Will the hon, Minister o 
please state the approximate percentage ofthis amount spent. | 
for propaganda puposes and on account of T. A. of officers? 


Minister: ĮI can make enquiries if the hon. Member gives 
notice, ’ f 


Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar: Will the hon. Minister be 
pleased to state whether production has also increased along 
with the increase in procurement? 

a Minister; Production has also increased. 


Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar: Can the hon, Minister 
give figures? 


Minister: Į require notice for this. 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal: How much of this expenditure has 
been incurred for the purchase of jeeps? 


Minister: [ can tell provided due notice is given. 
MANUFACTURE OF KHADDAR CLOTH. 


| ¥1459. Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: Will the hon, Minister 
for Development be pleased to state:— 


. fa) whether Government has started the manufacturing 
of Khaddar: if so, the monthly amount spent thereon, 


| 


(b) how much khaddar has been manufactured so far, and 
at what cost; . 


(c) how much of it has so far been disposed of; and with ‘ 
what profit or loss? 


The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Sinhg Bajwa: (a) Government 
have started the manufacturing of khaddar under the cotton 
spinning and weaving scheme, On an average, monthly expendi- 
ture comes to about Rs. 45,200/- 


(b) 8,835,784 yards of khaddar has been manufactured at 
a cost of Rs. 10,84,723/-. 
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; (c) 1.64,615 yards of cloth has been disposed of up to the 
n 31-1-50. No loss was involved. 


i Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it a fact that khaddar which 
was of a bad quality was given to the Departments because it 
could not be disposed of in the market? 


Minister: The quality of khaddar given to the Department 
is not bad, 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Will the hon. Minister please state 
to what use the departments put a khaddar which they 


i bought? 
Minister: I require notice for this. 


| Mehra Ranbir Singh: May I know whether the price written 
> ` on this khaddar is certified by the All India Spinners 
Association? — l 


Chief Minister: We are in correspondence with the All 
India Spinners Association in this matter. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Is it afact that the all India Spinners 
Association has refused to give a certificate? 


Chief Minister: I am still an agent of the All India Spinners 
! Association. Į can say that the information of hon. Member is 
not based upon facts. 


Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: Is the Government definite that. 
no loss has been incurred in the mattcr of khaddar Spinning 
S ‘heme? 


Minister: I assure the hon. Member that there is no such 
loss. 


Sardar Bachan Singh; Is the Government prepared to 
consititute an Enquiry Committee to find out whether there 
isany loss in this? 


Minister; Whn there is no loss at all what is the good of 
such an Enquiry Committee? 


4 eens SE ee SO 


i HOUSE RENT PAID TO JUNIOR CLERKS AT SIMLA 


i * 1427. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister 
be pleased to state;— 


(a) whether any house rent is paid to the Junior Clerks 
at Simla by the Government, if so, the rate per 
mensem: 


| (b) whether any house rent is paid to Government 
servents Class IV at Simla; if so, the rate per 
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[Sardar Sajjan Singh] 
‘c) whether Government instituted any enquiry before 
fixing the rate of house rent for Government 
servants class IV and satisfied itself if any house at 
the rate fixed class IV could be obtained, if not, 
the reasons for the same; - 


(d) whether the Government proposes to revise the r 
rates of house rent for Government servants Class 
IV if not, what other steps the Government 
proposes to take to relieve them from the resulting g 
hardship at Simla? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) Yes, At the 


following rates—= 


(i) Those drawing below Rs. 100/- = 
with families Rs. 15/- p.m. : 
wihout families Rs, 10/- p.m, 
(ii) Those drawing Rs, 100 or above 
with families. Rs, 20/- p.m. 
without families Rs. 13/- p.m, 


(b) Yes. at the rate of Rs, 2/- p.m, 


(e) This Government adopted the rate at which the 
Allowance was being paid by the Government of 
India to their employees of Class IV stationed at 
Simla. No enquiry was considered necessary. 


(d) No, not at present. À 
Æ 
Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief minister be 
pleased to state whether any accommodation is available in 
Simla at the rate at which Government servants class [V 
receive the House Rent? 


Chief Minister: House rent allowance is a part allowance 
only. 


Pandit Sbri Ram Sharma: Does not the hon. Chief 
Minister feel that the amount of the House Rent allcwance giyen 


to class IV Government servants is too meagre? Has he à ; 
gone round to see that it is very difficult to get houses at 
low rents in Simla? : 


Chief Minister: Iam aware of it. But still we have to 
look to our funds also. i 

Mehta Ranbir Singh: Does it mean that the Finance 
Department does not look to such cases on their merits? 


Chief Minister: We look to every matter on its merits 
and try to spend as much as we can. 2 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma. May I know why is it that the 
poor chaprasis are paid meagre allowances while the officers 
o vk and the Ministers get good allowances? 
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Chief Minister: The hon. Members should know that 
the ministers don’t get this allowance, 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Because they have free 
accommodation. 


Sarimati Sita Devi: May I know whether the argument 
of lack funds is advanced only when the question of increase 
inthe house rent of poor peons and clerks comes before 
the Government or it is also taken into consideration at the 
time of grant of big allowances to high officers ? 


Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: May I know whether Govern- 
ment has ever cared to see that quarters have been provided 
to the peons just as scavengers are ordinarily provided with ? 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: May I know whether the reason -for 
not enhancing the house rent of the peons is that they 
should be compelled to stay with their officers and do odd 
jobs for them ? 


Mr. Speaker: It is a question of opinion. 
Chief minister: I strongly repudiate this insinuation. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know whether financial 
stringency equally effects the lower grade Government 
employees and high officers or it is the former class which 
is affected most ? 


Mr. Speaker: It is a question of opinion. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Sir, I do not ask for any opinion. 
My point is that when the question of helping the lower grade 
Covernment servants comes before the Government, it is 
always the financial] stringency that stands in its way. Pitas 
regards grant of fat allowances to high officials, tbe difficulty 
of lack of funds is never felt by it. May I know as to what 
are the main reasons which make the Government to with- 
hold help to low paid staff ? 


Chief Minister: AllI can say is that the presumption of my 
hon. Friend is wholly wrong. 


wes eee ee Oe 


SESSION OF THE ALL INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE 
AT JAIPUR 


* 1432 Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will che hon, Chief Minister 
be pleased to state—'. 


(a) whether any invitation either from the Central 
Government of India or the parliamentary Board 
of the All India Congress Committee was received 
by the East Punjab Government for attend ing 
the session of the All India Congress at Jaipur. 

during thejyear 1948; if so, the date of its receipt 


(6) 20 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [13th March, 1950 


(Sardar Sajjan Singh] i 
) whether one of the hon. Ministers of East Punjab | 
Government visiring Jaipur was also a member | 

of the Congress Working Committee and wheter | 

he was allowed to draw any T. A. for his Jaipur i 

visit? If so, the reasoas therefor? | 


| 
The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) No Sir. oa 
| 


| (b) Yes Sir, It was thought that hon. Minister was as if 
| on Government duty. : 
| l 


| Sardar Sajjan Singh: May I know on what business the i 
| hon. Ministers of the Punjab Government went to Jaipur in 

| the absence of any invitation either from the Central Govern- 

| ment or from the All India Congress Working Committee? 


| Chief Minister: I regret J cannot disclose the nature nai 
of the business. 


Shei Prabodb Chandra‘ Is it a fact that certain Ministers 
of the Punjab Government went to Jaipur on tour and came 
back without meeting anybody, either any member of the 
All India Congress Working Committee or officer ‘of the 
Central Government? 


Shri Prabodb Chandra: Is the hon. Chief Minister prepared 
to take the House into confidence with regard to the 
nature of the business on which the Ministers went to Jaipur? 


Chief Minister; I am sorry I cannot. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma Is it a fact that certain hon. 
Ministers visited Jaipur on official business? 


Chiet Minister: Yes, the Ministers did go to Jaipur. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know the number 
and names of the hon. Ministers who went to Jaipur? 


: Chief Minister: I require notice for this question. 


! Pandit Shri Rem Sharma: [s it a fact that one of the z 
i hon. Ministers drew travelling allowance for his visit to 
Jaipur while others did not? 


Chief Minister: Yes, possibly. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Why does not the hon. 
Chief Minister tell the House plainly? 


Chief Minister: The difficulty is that the presumption 
of my bon. Friend is entirely wrong. š 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Then will he kindly say 
something based on right presumption? 
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Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: My point is that the hon. 
Chief Minister has admitted that certain Ministers visited 
Jaipur and that one of them drew T. A. while others did not. 
I want to know what official businessfthe other hon. 
Ministers performed without charging any travelling allowance. 


Chief Minister: Well, Sir, the question seeks informa- 
tion with regard to one of the Ministers only. But īï have 
not said that the other Ministers never got any travelling 


allowance. 


DAILY HOURS OF DUTY AND PAY OF JAIL WARDERS 


*1469 Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the hon, Chief Minister 
be pleased to state? | 


(a) the daily hours of duty and monthly pay of the 
Warders serving in the Jail Department of the Punjab. 


(b) whether the Government has under consideration 
any proposal to revise their daily hours of duty and their 
monthly pay? 


. The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava (a) First Part: 8 to 
9 hours a day partly during the day and partly at night and 


| = in addition drill for half an hour. 


Second Part: 


Ordinary Grade Warders -- Rs 30/- pm. on appointment. 
- Rs. 31/- p.m. after 3 years. 


Rs. 32/- p.m, after 10 years. 
Rs. 33/- pem, after 17 years. 


Selection Grade Warders .. Rs, 30-1/3-41 
Head Warders II Grade ... Rs. 40-1-45/1-50 
Head Warders I Grade .. Rs  55/- p.m. 


(b) Yes, a proposal for the revision of their monthly 
pay only ıs under the consideration ot Government but no 
proposal for revision of their hours of duty. , 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: May I know since when the question 
of revision ot grades of pay of the Warders is hanging fire 


before the Government? 
Chief-Minister: I require notice tor this question. 


Shri Dey Raj Sethi: Is it not a fact that this matter has 
been before the Government for more than a year? 
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Chief Minister: If the hon. Member gives notice, the 
exact date can be collected for him. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Does this question relate to the 
increase or decrease of pay of warders? 


Chief Minister: All I can say is that the question of 
revision of their monthly pay is under consideration of the 
Government: : 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: I don’t want to know the 
exact date but I want to know the approximate period during 
which the question of revision of their pay has been under 
the cosideration of the Government? _— 


Chief Minister: | cannot say anything off-hand. If the 
hon, Member gives notice, he will get a definite reply. | 


‘Shrimati Sita Devi: May I know when the grades of the- 
police-men were revised, why su much delay has been caused 
in the revision of grades of these poor people? 


Chief Minister: There is no question of comparison. 
The matter is receiving the attention ot the Government. 


Pandit Shri Rem Sharma: Js the Government aware 
that while the low paid Government emi loyees in other 
departments get more pay and facilities and the Warders get 
comparatively less pay and fac ilities, yet the grades 
of pay the latter have not been revised so far? 


Chief Minister: That is why the question of revision of 
their pay is under consideration of the Government. 


——, 


EXTRA ASSISTANT COMMISSIONERS 


° *1471. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the hon. Chief Minister 
be pleased to state the names and places of residence of 
persons who have been appointed Extra Assistant Com- > A 
missioners in the Punjab by (1) direct nomination (ii) promotion 
from Tehsildars or other services (iii) by competition with a 
effect from the lst of April, 1948? | 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (i) Direct 
nomination-Register "C’ 6 from among Lawyer 
Magistrates. 
Home district Sialkot-1, Gujrat—l, Jhang--l, - 
Ambala—1, Jullundur-l. 
Amritsar—1. - 


(ii) (a) Promotion from Tahsildars 12. 

Home districts Hoshiarpur-2, Kangra-1, Ambala-l, 
eke Multan-! Hissar-l, Aiiricsar-t, Sheikhupura-l, 
Vidhan. Sabha Karnal-l, Ludhiana-1, Dera Gazi Khan-l, Gujran- 
ote wala-l, 
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(b) Promotion from Ministerial Government servants 6. 
Home Districts—Gurdaspur-!1, Multan-l, o 
pindi-4; Jullanduc-l, Dera Gazi Khan- Fe Sialkot-1 
(iii) By esametiton Y, a ap 
P Home Districts Jullundur-l, Hoshiarpur-l, 
Montgomergrk::A balal Rarw'al pitidi-29 f aore- L 
«The home districts of the other two candidates are’ 
: not knowr at “présent. It is ‘not’ usual in such 
cases to give names of individual officers. — . 
: b) i ETE 
Shri Dev Raj Sethi: May I know whether Government 
l has considered the matter of appointment of Extra Assistant 
d Commissis#ers through co npetition only and | by, ag, ii gr. 
method? If so, with what results? Ok, ʻi Be 
Chief Minister: Sir, this is a request for action and it 
will be considered. 


~ or 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: May I know whether it is the 
intention of the Government to appoint E. A. Cs. by 
promotion or through competition? L 


_Chief Miaister? The Government will consider the 
matter. e : l 


Pandit Shri Ram Saarma: Will the hon. Chief Minister 
kindly tell us the exact position of the lawyer*migistrates? 
What is the method of their appointment? 


Chief Minister! The lawyer magistrates were appointed 
in the Joint Punjab for two years. But when we wanted 
that thev should continue in service, their files were examin- 
ed. and sent to the Public Service Commission for recommen- 
dation to permanent appointments Out of those recom- 
mended by the Public Service Commission, some were con- 
firméd:against permanent‘ vacancies. The others are still 
working and they will be absorbed as vacancies occur, 
But their confirmation will Also | be made on the recommenda- 

dpa tion of the Public service vom mission. 


3 -= Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Do I take it that in future 
| the lawyer magistrates will be recruited through Public 
| à Service Commission? Pan 


Chief Winister: No new lawyer magistrates will be 
recruited. Only those will be confirmed against permanent 
vacancies on the recommenadtions of the Public Service 

ad Commission, who have not yet been absorbed. 


Chaudhri Sundae Singh: May I know whether any E- A. C. 
has beea nominated from amongst the Scheduled Castes? 


A Chief Minister: I cannot say off hand. 
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' COMMNUAL REPRESENTATION IN THE SERVICES 


_- *1543. Shri Virendra: will the bon. Chief Minister 
be pleased to state whether any formula regarding communal 
representation in Government services exists at present; if so, 
the details thereof? : 


The hon Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava; In this connection 
` the attention of the hon. Member is drawn to the answer 
given to Assembly question No. 1445 starred. 


Shri Virendra: The hon. Chief Minister would recollect 
that some time back he was pleased to remark that no new 
formula was framed and that the formula followed in the 
United Punjab was being followed here, may I know if the 
same formula is being followed here at present or some chan- 
ges have been effected in it under the Constitution? 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: MayI know whether the 
principle of communal representation in the services is 
followed here in our State? 


Pandit. Shri Ram Sharma: How long does the Govern- 
ment intend to continue the present formu!a? 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma; Is it the intention of the hon. 
the Chief Minister not to say a word in reply to such 
questions? 


Mr. Speaker: Next question please. 


Cases Against Corrupt Government Servants. 


*1547. Shri Virendra: Willthe hon. Chief Minister be 
pleased to State:— 


(a) the total number of cases of corruption against 
the Government servants disposed of by the Anti-Corruption 
Committee during the last two years? 


(b) the numbers respectively of Government servants 
who have been dismissed, suspended or exonerated? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava. (a) 596, In addi- 
tion the Anti-Corruption Committee disposed of 1880 other 
Communications of various types received during the period. 


(b) (i) 43 dismissed; (ii) 32 suspended and (iii) 521 
exonerated. 
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Vide Debstes dated 24-3-1950, 
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Sbri Virendra; How many I. C. S. and P. C. S, officers 
are there amongst these 43 dismissed persons? 
Chief Minister: I require fresh notice. 


Shri Virendra: How many I. C.S and P.C S. officers 
are there amongst these 32 suspended persons? 


| 
| 
| 
L 


- Chief Minister: I require fresh notice. 


Shci Virendra: [Is it a fact that sometime back an enquiry 
was held against Mr. Grewal, Deputy Commissioner, Ambala? 


o 


Chief Minister: I am sorry I cannot disclose anything by 
name. 


Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar.From the figures already 
quoted by the hon Chief Minister it is clear that out of the 
total number of these 596 cases. allegations in connection with 
500 cases could not be substantiated. May 1 know if this is 
due to the inefficiency of the Anti-corruption Agency? In 
view of these facts, is itthe intention of the Government to 
appoint some other Agency for this purpose? 


Chief Minister: Ic isnot its duty to frame charges even 
against those against whom allegations could not be substan- 
tiated. It is not right to say chat the Anti-corruption Agency 
is inefficient because allegations of corruption could not be 
substantiated» Hence the question of appointing any other 
agency dose not arise. 


en n. ae Po a 
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Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know whether comp- 
laints regarding these 500 out of the total number of 596 cases 
in which allegations have not been proved, were madeeby 
596 persons or by the Anti-corruption Agency? 


Chief Minister: It is the function of the Anti- corruption 
Agency to investigate the complaints received by the Govern- 
ment. 


Pandit Sari Ram Sharma: May I know whether these 
complaints were received by the Anti-corruption Committee 
and then sent to the Anti-corruption Agency for further 
investigations? . 


t- emio Dee -apana ane-a om: Bema AN Ate ae 


Chief Minister: The Anti-corruption Committee had 
disposed of 596 cases of corruption against Government 
servants during the last 2 years besides naving disposed of 
1880 other communications received from other sources. 
No action could be taken in many cases as anonymous lecters 
were not entertained by the Committee. 


a 
” 


: Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know whether the 
Anti-corruption Committee has aay knowledge about the 
diposal of these cases? In how many cases were punishments 
awarded and what is the number of those cases in which 
allegations could not be substantiated? 
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Chief Minister: 43 dismissed, 32 suspended and 521 


exonerated. 
( 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know if out of these 


complaints, ae has been any ccmplaint against any officer 
of the P. C. S. and the P. E. S.? 


Chief Minister: I require notice. 


Shri Virendra: May I know whether the Anti-corrup- 
tion Committee has taken or decides to take any action 
against those persons who have sent in wrong complaits o 
corruption against any official? Is it the intention of the 
Government to prosecute such persons? 


Chief Minister: No person has been prosecuted so a 
for sending in wrong complaints. 


WAR JAGIRS. 


*1568. Sardar Shiv Saran Singh: Wili the bon. 
Minister for Education be pleased to state;— 


(a) the number of Jagirs awarded by the Government 
under section 3 of the East Punjab War Awards 
Act, 1948; 


(b) the authority appointed by the Government to 
entertain and dispose of such applications; 


(c) the total number of applications received for the 
purpose together with the number of the accept- 
ed and the rejected applications separately: 


(d) whether any publicity was given for the award of 
such jagirs; if so, what? 


The hon, Sardar Narotam Singh: (a) The matter is 
under the consideration of Government. 


(b), (c)and (d) The Deputy Commissioners have been 
asked to submit through the Commissioners of the Divisions 
recommendations for grant of waz jagirs. Their recom- 
mendations are still awaited. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: May I know whether any 
time has been fixed by the hon. Minister for keeping a 
certain matter under consideration? Will it take 2 to 4 years 
for the hon. Minister to consider this matter? 
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Minister: As soon as applications are received. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Has the Government fixed any 
definite date? 


~~ 


Minister; The officers are supposed to send as 
early as possible as and when they receive these applications. 
The Act itself is a sufficient notice. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra. The hon. Minister has 
aiready stated that final date has been fixed and now he is 
pleased to remark that no final date has been fixed. 


Minister: I never said that a final date has already been 
fixed. 
a 2 


Sardar Shiv Saran Singh: Is it a fact tbat Government 
has not received any applicaticn for the last 2 years? 


Minister; All applications have not been received. 


Sardar Shiv Saran Singh: May I know whether any 
definite date has been fixed for receiving these applications by 
the Deputy Commissioners? 


Minister: I require notice. 


Sardat Shiv Saran Singh: May I know whether any 
publicity has been given to the effect that under the Act such 
and such a person can claim a jagir? 


Minister: The Act itself is a sufficient notice. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Does the Government 
possess any money for this purpose? 


Minister: Yes, jagirs will be granted to them. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Are jagirs to he granted in 
connection with the services rendered during tne Ist Great 


War or 2nd Great War? 
Minister: Both. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will any jagirs be granted for 
rendering service during the War of Indian Independence? 


Ministerr: If the bon. member is anxious about that, 
then he should press for sucha Bill before the House. 


Pr * * $ * 
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
USE OF HINDI IN GOVERNMENT WORK 
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[ Pandit Jiwan Lal] 

(a) the steps taken by the Government for promoting 
the use of Hind: for Government work, 
particularly after the declaration of Hindi as the 
national language; 


. (b) the steps taken by the Government to replace 
Urdu which is still in use in the police reports. 
Patwaris, records and in the junior courts of 
the State? 


The hon. Dr. Gori Chand Bhargava; The attention of the 
hon. Member Is invited to the answer given to Assembly Ques- 
tion No. 1695, (Starred): 


uw Gee see 


PROHIBITION IN ROHTAK DISTRICT. 


409. Pandit Jiwn Lal: Will the hon. Minister for 
Rehabilitation be pleased to state-— 


(a) the total expenditure involved in launching 
prohibitior, in the Rohtak district up-to-date; 

(b) the net loss to Government revenue due to prohi- 
bition in the same period; 

(c) the number of cases detected and convicted of 
illicit distillation and smuggling of liquor in this 
period: 

(dl the number of offences similar to those mentioned 
in part lc) above committed and prosecuted trom 
April, 1947 to the date of introducing the 
prohibition? 7 


The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: 


(a) Rs. 1,18,297/12/3 upto the 28th February, 1950. 
(b) Rs. 3,66,193/12/- upto the 28th February, 1950. 


Detected Convicted. 
(c) (i) Number of cases of illicit 
distillation of liquor upto 
the 28th February, 1950. ... 16 15 


(ii) Number of cases of smuggl- 
ing of liquor upto the 
28ch February 1950 308 247 
(d) (i) Number of cases of illicit 
distillation of liquor dur- 
ing the period from the 
Isc April, 1947 to the Ist 
October, 1948. a 20 16 


(ii) Number of cases of smugg}- š 
ing of liquor during the 
period from the 1st April, 
1947 to the lst October 1948. 105 83 


Ori l with; 
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QUOTA OF TRON AND STEEL SUPPLIED FOR AGRICULTURAL 
IMPLEMENTS 


410. Pandit Jiwan thal: Will the hon. Minister for Development 
>e pleased 10 state :— 


(a) the quota of iron an? steel supplied district-wise in the State 
for agricultural implements from Ist April, 1949 up-to-date ; 


(b) the total quota of iron and steel allocated to the State by the 
Central Government for the same period ? 


The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa. (a) The quota cf 
iror and steel supplied district-wise in the State for agricultural purposes 
from the Ist April, 1949 up-to-date is as under :- 


Serial No. District Tons. 
l. Gurgaon 125 
2. Rohtak 341 
3. Hissar 93 
4, Karnal 316 
5. Ambala 227 
6. Ludhiana 170 
7. Jullundar 589 
8. Hoshiarpur 79 
9. Ferozepore 212 

10. Amritsar 339 
ll. * Gurdaspur 178 
Total 2669 


Iron for the 4th period 1949 (October-December) has not yet 
completely arrived. 


(b) The total quota of iron and steel allocated by the Central 
Government to this State from the lst April, 1949 up-to-date (2nd period 


1949 to Ist period 1950) was 11266 tons. Out of this only 2669 tons 
have actually been received. 


ee ON ne aaa 


NUMBER OF GOVERNMENT HIGH SCHOOLS DISTRCT-WISE 


411. Pandit jiwan Lal: Will the hon. Minister fer Education 
be pleased to state :— | 


(a) the literacy percentage estimated for each district in the State ; 


(b) the number of Government High Schools already running or 
which are proposed to be opened in each district of the State ; 


(c) the number of Government High Schools opened in the State 
after the partition, district- wise ; 


OO 
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(d) whether it is a fact that no such school has been opened in the 
Gurgaon District, if so the reason therefor ; 


fe) whether there is a proposal to open one at the moment ? 


The hon. Sardar Nayotam Singh : (a) It is regretted that district- | 
»įse percentage of literacy is not available. The literacy table for 194) l 


census gives literacy by religion and age and not literacy percemtages + 
district- -wise. 


tb) Fhe total number of ‘Government High Schools in this State is 
57. District-wise figures are :—¢, 


Ambala 4. Amritsar 2 7 
Gurgaon 4. Ferogepore 6 
Hissar 5. Gurdaspur 3 
Karpal 5. Hoshiarpur 5 ‘ 
Rohtak. 5, Jullundur 4 | 
Simlą 4. Kangra 4 

Ludhiana 5 


Only one Government High School in the Gurdaspur District is 
proposed to be opened next year. 


ter ee a Ee ee O 


(c) Only twe Government Girls High Schools in the Simla District “ 
have been opened after partiticn. 
(d) -No schoo} has been opened jn the Gurgaon District owing te 
lags of funds. | | 
| (e) There is ng proposal to open’ any High Scho "T inthe Gurg s 
District. 
G | Bd 
TOUR PROGRAMMES OF HON. MINISTERS > 
412. Pandit Jiwap Lal: Will the bon. Chięf Minister be pleased , 
1 State :— l 
(a) whether the M. L. As. concerned are given information of the 
tour programmes of the hon. Ministers in advance ; 
| 


(b) if the reply to part (a) be in the negative, the reasons thereof ! 


Jhe hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) Yes. 
b) Does not arise 
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| 4138 
to state Pee: 


(a) 


(b) 


(c) 


(d) 


- 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS |13@H MARCH, T950 
TOURS BY HON: MENISERS 

Pandit iwan Lal: Wil: the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 

thé total mileagé of touring done by each hon. Minister, 

from April I, 1949 upto January 31, 1950 ; 


the total mileage of kacha road! touring performed by each of 
them during the samé period ; 


the number of towns and villages visited by each of then 
separately during the satne period ; 


the number of nights spent on tour in villages by each of them’ 
during the same period: ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava © 


(a) 
(b) 
(e) 


(4) 


H.COM. HMR EMD HME HME. 


15,687 14,432 t5727 tE 324 10,547 
miles. miles, miles. miles. miles. 
Nile Nil. ¥20' miles. 1 riles. No Separate’ 
record. 
24 towns 28 towns 127 towns 69 towns. 29 towns. 
13 villages. I6'villages. and villages. 6 villages. I5 villages. 


Nil. 5 nights. Nik 3 nights. Nil. 


Seaman iemmanemeake amammmtanemenmnl 


a ae 


414. Pandit Jiwan Lal: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation 
be pleased to state :— 


(a) 


(c) 


the area int adrés of land acquired by the Government for thé 
Faridabad Township in the Gurgaon District ; 


+ 
4 


the date of its acquisition ; 3 poa F ee | 


the T By wih ne Ge seame PAA fo give and in 
exchange to the evicted owners ? 


The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: (4) No land has as yet been 
acquired for Faridabid Township So far 2453 acres of land have been 
requisitioned for this Township with a view to its acquisition Tater on 
after a decision about the final area to be acquired has been taken. 


(b) 


Does not arise, as no area has as yet been acquired. The 


requisitioning orders were passed on various dates.. betwegit September 
and December, 1949. | 


vo TSO 
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(c} The question of giving evacuee land in exchange to those who 
prefer this mode of compensation to cash compensation would be taken 
up as soon as the lanl has been acquired. Sufficient evacuee area for 
giving compensation in kind has been reserved from quasi-permanent 
allotment of land. 


SUPPLY OF TRACTORS 


415. Pandit Jiwan Lal: Will the hon. Minister ior Development 
be pleased to state :—- 


(a} the number of tractors supplied district- wise under the ‘Grow 
More Food Scheme’ ; 


(b) whether æ request for six tractors was received by the 
Government from vhe District. authorities at Gurgaon for 
cultivation ofan area of 2000 acres of land near Tilpat 
Village ; | 


(c} whether the Government is aware of the fact that thousands 
of acre of cultivable and cultivable waste land | remains unsown 
for want of tractors ; 


(d} if the replies t@ parts (b) and (c) be in the affirmative the 
reasons for not supplying the tractors for purposes of 
cultivation of the said land : 


(e} whet’ er the Government propose to take any action to avoid 
any delay in sowiag in future 2 


The hon Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: (e) Karnal pag OF 
Ludhiana ... 39 
Jullundur ... 30 
Ferozepore... 15 
Hoshiarpur... 1a 
Hissar as 1o 

(9) No. 

(e) Yes. 


(ad) It has been decided to tackle the ber areas iun the above 
districts first. The tractors will be sent to Gurgaon and other districts as 
soon asthe cultivation of bet areas in the above districts is completed. 


(e) Yes. 
COMMUNAL RATIO IN SERVICES- 


416. Pandit Jiwan Lal : Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state :— 


(a) whether the Government still adhere to the principle of 
maintaining communal ratio in the services; if se, in which 
services and in what ratio ; 
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Pandit Jiwan Lel : 


(b) whether it is a fact that such communal ratio has been 
abolished ; if so, from what date ; 


(c) the names and addresses of persons community- wise reernited to 
` the Provincial Civil Service cadre and the equivalent cadre in 
the Police, Agriculture and Education Departments from date 

of the abolition of this ratio 2 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) and (b) In this 
connection the attention of the hon. Member is drawn to the answer given 
to Assembly Question No. 1445 (Starred).* 


ee ae 


RESETTLEMENT OF MEOS 


417. Pandit Jiwan Lal: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabili- 
gation be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether the Government is aware of the fact that it invited 
applications for resettlement from such Meos as had left their 
homes during communal disturbances, but had not opted for 
Pakistan and had now returned to thei: homes ; 


{b) whether vhe Government is aware of the fact that at the time 
of the census of refugees, ‘hey were not in the: Punat. but in 
the surrounding areas sof U. P; 


(Cc) whether the Government still stick t: the principle of 
resettling only these who were in the Punjab at the time 
of census ; 


td) if the reply to part (c) above isin the affirmative, the reasons 
why Meos not entiiled to resettlement were put to unnes- 
sary trouble by being brought back ; 


fe) if the reply to part (c) above be in the negative the date by 
which ihe Government intends to resettle a ? 


The hon. Dr Lehna Singh Sethi: (a) Yes, ai : 


<b) No. -H 

(c) This was never the policy of the ee 

(d) Does not arise. a | 

(g) As early as possible. No definite date own be given at this 


s'age. 


—— ee e ee 


RESETTLEMENT OF MEOS 


418. Pandit Jiwam Lal: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation 
be pleased to state :— l 


{a} whether the Government is aware of the fact that the Meos 
who wanted to resettle in Gurgaon District were asked to 
apply with ten rupees court hag Samp: 


A ON A > 
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(b) whether the Government ib aware of the fact that thie condi- 
tion was waived later on ; 


(c) whether the Governntent propose to refund' -the stamp money pone 
to such Meos as have already paid ? 
; The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: (ap No‘ such direction’ was 
issued, l 
(b) Does riot arise. 


(¢) Does not arise. 


CONSOLIDATION OF HOLDINGS 


£19' Pandit Jiwan Lal: Will the hor Minister for Education be 

pleased to state :—_ . 

(a) the area of land in acres conadlidated' upto date district-wise’ 
ithe Punjab ; 


pC es 


(H) whether a request for starting’ the wotk with’ the Gurgaon 
District by itsthree-M, E. As. was’réceived' by the Government y 


(c) on what specifit grounds the districts of Hissar and Hoshiar- 
pur were selected finajly for thé eonsolidation work y 

(dy whether the Government have uhder consideration, a scheme’ 
for the consolidation’ of holdings’ in the model village: of every 
district inthe State? -~ 


The hon. Sardar Narotani Singh : 


a 

(a) E Ambala rer H85717 acres. 

2. Karnab 4 96570 acres. ` 

3. Rohtak ; : 24100 acres. 

4. Gurgaon z 4129 acres: t 

5. Jullundur . ae “ 915112 acres: 

6. Hoshiarpur. ... ee ie 154875 acres: 

T. Kangra’ eT ae - 9553 acres, 

8 Gurdaspur... si na 72340 acres: . 

9. Amritsar a ve sae 42121 acres. 

10. Ludhiana oe tie 212499 acres. , 

V1. Perozépore ..- va 117071 acres. 

12. Hissar ioe a 

13. Simle : 
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|Ministax for Education| 

(bj) Yes 

(c) Moshiarpur District was selected on the recommendation of the 
‘Cho Menace Committee appointed by Government. Hissar District fs 


receiving no priority over others. 
(d) The Government is considering this question. 


POSTING OF ASSISTANT PANCHAYAT OFFICERS 


420. Pandit Jiwan Lal: Wil the hon. Minister for Local Self 
ésevernment and Labour be pleased to state :— 


(a) the names together with the name of the home tebsi] and 
district and the circle of posting ofeach Assistant Panchayat 
Officer in the Ambala Division ; 


{b) whether the Government is aware of the fact that one Ch. 
Shankar Singh, posted in his home tehsil of Palwal was trans- 
ferred to some other district on the basib of complaints made 
by the public ; 


(c) whether it is a fact that the Assistant Panchayat Officer 
mentioned in part (b) above has been retransferred to Tehsil 
Ballabgarh adjoining to his home Tehsil , 


(d) whether it is a fact that there are again complaints 
against him ; 


(e) if the replies to part (b) and (d) above be in the affirmative, 
whether the Government propose to:revise its policy of posting 
the Assistant Panchayat Officers in their home tehsils and 
Districts ? 


The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad : (a) List is laid on the table.* 


(b) The Assistant Panchayat Officer was, transferred to Jagadhari 
ia 1946, but not on account of any cogpiaint against: him, 


(c) Yes. 
©} Ne. 
(e, Does not arise. 


THE BALLABGARH FEMALE- HOSPITAL 
421. Pandit Jiwan Lal: Wel the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation 


ke pleased to state the date on which the Gnvetnment propose to [start 
tae ee Female Hospital at Ballab Garh, District Gurgaon. 
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Hs ome 


The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: Necessary pr-limmaries eg. 
plans and estimates for construction of the Female Hospital at Baliab 
Garh are being completed Government is, however, keen to start 
the construction work as scon as possible. a | -w 


es D a e o 


ta 


AGRICULTURAL ASSISTANTS “ 


422. Pandit Jiwan Lal: Will the hon. Minister for Development 
be pleased to state :— . l 


(a) whether it is a fact that before confirmation in a substantive , wap 
post in the Agriculture Department every Agriculturat . 
Assistant has to pass a riding test ; > 


(b) whether it is a fact that Agricultural Assistants who keep no 
horse get no horse allowance ; 


(c) If the replies to parts (a) and (b) above be in the affirmative, 
whether the Government has under consideration or propose to 
consider removal of this condition ? 


The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: (a) Yes. 
(b) Yes. 


(c) No. The Agricultural Assistants, especially those employed 
on district work, have to doa lot of touring in the country side and 
uniess they know riding, they cannet perform their duties efficiently. 


EE a ap ORD 


SINKING OF TUBEWELLS 


423. Pandit jiwan Lal: Will the hon. Minister for Development 
be pleased to state :— 


(a) the total grant of subsidy from Central Government to the 
Punjab for sinking tubewells under the ‘grow more fod’ 
Sch me ; 


(b) the share of each district and reasons for priority, if any ; 


(c) whether the Government would consider giving priority in this 
ecpnection to the Gurgaon District on account of its being both 
arid and at the tail of the Bhakra Nangal project ? -> 


The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: (a) The following 
amounts from the loan sanctioned by Government of India have been 
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placed at the disposal of Irrigation and Agriculture Departments during 
the year 1949-50 for tubewells schemes : 


Rs. 

Irrigation Department. 11,00,600 

oe Agriculture Department. 20,00,000 
The Irrigation Department will sink tubewells under Jagadhari 
Tubewell Project, in Amvala and Karnal Districts and the water so pump- 
ed will be supplied to Rohtak and Hissar districts. This scheme has been 
A proposed in Ambala and Karnal districts as it will give the additional 
beneñt of reclaiming waterlogged areas along the main canal and its 

Branches. 

(9) No definite amount is alloted to any district for this purpose 
rate but the material will be made available cn payment to the prospective 


tubewell sinkers, ty the Agriculture Department. 
; (c) The cases of applicants from ‘Gurgaon District will be 


considered on merits. 


et re ee eee 


CONSTRUCTION OF ROADS 


. 424. Pandit Jiwan Lal: will the hon. Minister for Local Self 
xovernment and Labour be pleased to state :— 


Whether it ıs a fact that the Government provided in its pro- 
gramme for tl e co: struction of roads in the your 1948-49, the 


road from Ballabgarh to Gurgaon ; 


qa) 


whether i it is a fact that Tehsil Ballabgarh ha; no metalled road 


(b) 
except the National highway (G. T. Road) : 


(c) whether the Government has been approached “for a num- 


ber of years by the large number of ex-militarymen from 
Tigaon, for the metalling of Ballabgarh-Tigaon road nearly six 


miles long ; 


(d) if the replies to Te (a), “(b) and (c) above be in the 
L affirmative, whether the Government is prepared to include 
these two important roads in the a for developing 
metalled roads in the rural areas for 1950-51 ? 


> The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad: (a) No. 
(b) Yes. 
(c) Some representations were received. 
= (d) Due to financial stringency, it is not possible to include the 


construction of these roads in the programme for 1950-51. 


\ 
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REPRESENTATION OF HARIJANS AMONG CLERKS. 
Will the hon. Chief Minister be 


425. Master Gurbanta Singh : 


pleased to state :— 
(a) the number of Junior and Senior Clerks appointed in all the emt 
departments under the Punjab Government after November, . 
1949 ; 
(b) the nunber and the proportion of Harijans amongst 
them ? l 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: The information is being 


collected and shall be supplied in due course. 


ee eee eee 


GRANT OF CONCESSIONS TO HARIJAN STUDENTS. 
Will the hon. Minister for Edu- 


h3 


426. Waster Gurbanta Singh : 
cation be pleased to state :— 

(a) the number cf schools and colleges which have not given 
concessions to Harijan students according to the Harijan 


> Welfare Scheme ; 


(b) whether the Governiment intend to take any action against, 
the authorities of such schools and colleges as have, so far 
not given concessions to Harijan students according to the 


above mentioned Schem: ; and if so, when ; 


the number of Harijan students in the Punjab who have 
been given fee concession and the number of those who have 


been awarded scholarships ? 


(c) 


The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh: (a) No particular iastitution 
has been brought to the notice of Government in which the concessions 


have not been given to the Harijan students. 


(b) Does not arise. 
Number of Harijan students who have been given fee con- 


(e) (i) 
CES*10N8 : 3277. oud 
(ii) Number of Harijan students who have been awarded schol ir- 
ships: 3057. | 
RESERVATION OF SEATS FOR HARIJANS IN THE 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 


427. Master Gurbanta Singh : Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleas« 
ed to state whether in accordanee with the speech of the hon. Minister 
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Master Gurbanta Singh : 


for Local Self Government anl Labour made on the [4th February 
at Jullundur, seats will be reserved for Harijans in the Police Depart- 
Rapa ment ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: No record of the speech of 
hon. Minister for Local Self Government and Labour is available. It 
may, however, be stated that pending determination of the exact percent- 
. = age of Scheduled Caste popultion in the Punjab, 15 per cent vacancies 
in all services, including the Police Department, are being earmarked for 
Scheduled Caste candidates, provided suitable material for filling such 
appointments is available out of the Scheduled Caste candidates 


e EEEE 
HARIJANS IN THE POLICE DEPARTMENT. 
428. Master Gurbanta Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be 
pleased to state :-~ 
(a) the nunber of Harijans employed in the Police Department 
before the Partition ; | | 
(b) whether any one of them has got a promotion; if so, who and 
to what extent and if nt; the reasons. therefor ? 
The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) 38 (as Foot Constubles 
Time Scale). | a 
| (b) 9 
Hoshiarpur district : Amin Chand promoted to Head Constable and 
Gobind Singh promoted to Foot Constable Selection Grade, | 
Ludhiana district: Gurnam Singh, Bawa Ram and Gurdial Singh 
promoted to Foot Constables Selection Grade. 
Amritsar district; Thakar Dass and Rana Singh promoted to Head 
F Constables Ravel Chand and Harbhajan Singh’ promoted to Foot 
= Constables Sele.tion Grade. Lo 
The rest did not qualify for promotion, 
NOMINATED MEMBERS OF LOCAL BODIES 
Pie 
429. Master Gurbanta Singh : Will the hon, Minister for Local Self. 
. Government and Labour be pleased to state :— 
(a) the number of members nominated to the various Municipal 
Committees and District Boards in the Punjab after the 
Original with; Partition : ‘ 
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(b) the number of those nominated members of District Boards who | 
reside within the municipal limits but have been nominated ae 
as such ; 'i 

(c) the number of those who reside in the rural areas but have been 
nominated as members of municipal committee ; | 


E 
(d) the number and names of Harijans nominated to both kinds of | 


bodies together wlth the names of places from where they 
have been nominated ? 


The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad: A statement giving the requir- $ 
ed information is attached.” 


et pene eres eee 


PROFESSIONAL TAX 


439. Master Gurbanta Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Local 
Self-Government and Labour be pleased to state : — 


(a) the excess of Professional Tax levied in each District Board in 
the State during this year over that of the last year ; | 


(b) whether this excess is due to an increase in the tax scale or 
whether the number of tax payers has increased ; 


(c) whether the Government is aware of any irregularities commit- 
ted in the levy of the tax; if so, whether the Government 
intends to put a stop to these irregularities ? 


‘The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad: (a) and (b). The statement is 
attached. . 


(c) Complaints have been received from some of the districts 
containing allegations about irregularities Committed in assessment of tax La 
and Government are looking into the in lividual complaints, as well as, 
considering the amndm ‘nt of rules to give a greater chance to the `. 
assessees to prefer their appeals. 


S No. Name of Exoeas of profes- Warther the excess is due to an 
the Dist- sion tax levied increase in the tax scale or the 


rict. this year over number of tax payers. 
that of last year. : 
l. Rohtak. Rs. 140252 The excess is due to increase both 
in the scale and the tax payers. 
2, Ambala. Rs, 3942 The excess is due to increase both 


in the tax scale and the tax payera, 


pe ce a et a tC a. ee 
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3. Karnal. ` Rs. 6000 Due to increase in the number of tax 
payers 
4, Simla. Profession tax is not levied in this district. 
— 5 Gurgaon. Rs. 175522 The excess is due to increase both in 
the tax scale and the tax payers. 
6, Hissar, Profession tax is not levied in this district. 
7. Amritsar Rs. 78,889 Due to increase in the number of 
aoo tax payers. 
8. Ludhiana Rs. 32.175 Due to increase in the number of : 
tax payers. : 
9, Feroze- Fs. 14,802 Due to incresse inthe number of 
p ` pore. tax payers. 
à 10. Hgshiar- Rs. 44,385 Due to increase both in the tax scale 
pur. l and the tax payers. 
11. Kangra. Rs. 5748 Increase due to increase in the tax 
scale. | í 
12. Jullundur. Rs. 20,000 Due to increase in the number of tax 


r 


payers, 


- “PRIVILEGE MOTION 


MISREPORTING BY NEWSPAPRS k 
Mr. Speaker: Before we proceed to the next item on the 
agenda I have to inform the House that an hon. Member, Mehta Ranbir 
Singh, has brought to my notice certain points in the preceedings of the 
! House that have been misreported by some newspapers, I assure tle 
hon, Member that I will examine the point whether there is a breach of 
privilege of the House or not and also whether the proceedings were mis- 
reported and if there has been a misreporting whether it was intentional 

or not. í 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Sir, I brought this fəct to your notice in 

ja your Chamber. Under the Rules of procedure this motion should have 

preference over every other motion, because it is a motion of privilege of 

- the House. With your permission I would like to move this motion 
formally in the House? 


Mr. Speaker: It is not necessary that the hon. Member should 
move the motion on the floor of the House. The fact that he has 
brought it to my notice in my room is sufficient and I assure him and the 
House that I will go through all the newspaper reports and find out 

az whether the proceedings have been mis-reported and also decide whether 
aœ the mis-reporting was intentional. Atter gcing tbrough the newspaper | 
reports I will decide whether there has been a breach of privilege of the |- 
House or not. 
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Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: May I request you, Sir. to read what 


thé hon Member has placed in your hands so that the Howse may know 
whether it is merely a request or a formal motion ? ; 


` Mr. Speaker ; The hon Member brought to my notice that cer- 
tain newspapers while reporting the proceedings of the Assembly have 
stated that the hon. Member was turned out of the House by the Chair 
and that as a matter of fact that was not the case. The hon. Member 
has further stated that that is an insinuation and is a breach of the 
privileges of this honourable House. As I have not gone through these 
newspapers, I will go through them and then I will be in a position to 
say whether there has-been any misreporting, and if so, whether that 


misreporting is intentional and is a reflection on the hon. Member and 
whether there has been any treach of privilege. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: May I draw your attention to Rule 46 e 
which lays down-— | 


A motion on a question of privilege sud lenly arising is entitled tò inmodiats 
precedence over al! other business. 


Unless a formal motion is allowed to be moved in the House, this matter 
cannot be properly dealt with. | 


_ Shri Bhim Sen Sachar . May I repeat my. request that whatever 


the hon. Member has placed in your hands be read out to the House ? 
Is there any motion before the House ? 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : Of course there is as yet no motion before 
the House and unless the House is acquainted with what I want to move, 


it is not in a position to judge whetuer there his been any breach of 
privilege. The motion re: ds- — 


Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member. has drawn my attention and I 

‘have informed him that I will go through the newspapers and it is only 
after doing so that L can decide wheth r there has been any misreporting 
and whether that is intentional or not. As a matter of fact I would like 

. to appoint a Committee, if the House wants it, and that Committee can 


go into the question of privileges of the House and all such questions can 
be referred to that Committee. | 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: The hon Member may he permitted to 

read his motion because it is a matter which ccncerns the privileges of 

“this honourable House. If it constitutes any inroads into the privileges 

cf the House, let the Chair decide that. The Chair can, if that be the 

pinion of the Chair, rule the motion out of order but all this can be 
done if the hon. Member is permitted to move his motion. 


Mr. Speaker: Today being the day for the presentation of the 


Budget, I think it would better if the hon. Member moves his motion ` 
A tcmorrow. l 
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Mehta Ranbir Singh: If that be your wish, Sir, I have no 
objection to moving this motion tomorrow. 


Pa o Ge cu 


emer PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Sardar Partap Singh : I rise to make a personal explanation. Sardar 
Sajjan Singh has hinted that I drew my T. A. for attending the session | 
of the All India Congress Committee at Jaipur, In this connection I 
want to make my position clear. I sent a letter to the hon. Premier 
about that and I was told that I could draw my T. A. 


Chief Minister : It is for me to reply to that. 


Sardar Partap Singh : During the months of January, February 
. and March, 1949, I along with other hon. Ministers surrendered Rs. 1,500 
to Rs. 2,000 which was due to us as T. A. My submission is that there was 
absolutely no question of greed or anything of that sort on my part in 
drawing the T. A. in connection with the journey to Jaipur. If, how- 
ever, that be considered objectionable, I am prepared to refund the 
amount even new. 


Ce gee amen Rasen 
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PRESENTATION OF THE BUDGET 

Chief Minister, The Hon'ble Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava, SiR, 

I RISE to present the Budget Estimates for the year 1950-51—the 
first Estimates for the State of Punjab under the new constitution of 
[odia Alinost a month and a half ago India declared herself a sovereign 
Democrutic Republic and resolved to secure to all its citizens Justice, 
Liberty, Equality and Friternitv, thus assuring the dignity of the 
individual and the unity of the Nation. This declaration was, indeed, 
one of the most outstanding features in World History, as it brought 
forth iato the comity of nations the younvest Republic. Young in the 
political sense, but with the tradition and culture of the ages behind us, 
we stand resolved to bring our influence on the side of peace in this 
strife-turn world. The Greatest among us left a message of peace and 
goodwill, which he practised even by laying down his I:fe, and we, who 
survive him, and on whom devolve the responsibilities of guiding the 
State Government to day, have to stand firmly by his ideals and have to 
endeavour and banish fanaticism and class hatred from our midst. And 
as I utter these words here to-day, I am conscious how great is the need 
of unity among us all, at this juncture. Our State has come through 
a terrible ordeal of blood and fire, and we were just beginning to settle 
down after the catastrophe which befell the Penjab, after partition, when 
the rumblings of what may be very evil portents are beginning to be 
heard in Bengal, the only other partitioned Province. We are on the 
border and we cannot but be anxious. We want to wage no war; we 
have no aggressive intentions against any nation in the world—least of 
a l against our neigiib-urs and much less against those who only the other 


day were a part of us, and w- dom s: - neerely hope that having agreed to 


part we will live as good neighbours ! 


As is customary, before I place before the House the Estimates 
for 1950-51, I wiil review here very briefly the financial picture cf 1948- 
4) and 1949-50. For detailed information about the accounts (so far 
available) for 1948 49. and the revised estimates for 1949-50, the Hon’ble 
Members are referred to the very full and able Memorandum by the 
Finance Sccretary. I will confine myself, here, to only the very salient 
features of these two years’ finances. 


1948-49 


When the Budget. for the vear 1948-49 was pres-nted, a deficit of 

2s 6,69 lakhs was indicated ; Revenue. R ceipts were estimated at Rs. 
11,13 lakhs, and the estimated Revenue Expenditure was Rs. 17 82 lakhs. 
When revised estimates were availale, at about this time last year, a larger 
deficit of Rs 10,88 lakhs was anti ipated mainly on account of increase 
in the Relief and Rehabilitation expenditure. Revenue Receipts were 
expected to improve froin Rs 11,13 lakhs to Rs 13,46 lakhs, but Revenue 
Expenditure, on the other hand, was estimated to increase from 17,82 lakhs 
to Rs, 24,34 lakhs. The actual accounts (though not final) falsified these 
anticipations. According to the figures available at present the Revenue 
Account shows a surplus of Ks. 1,15 lakhs, but even after carrying out 
all the anticipated adjustments this revenue account is not likely to show 
a deficit anywhere near that forecasted in the Revised Estimates. The 
figures available indicate an improvement of Rs. 3,43 lakhs in Revenue 
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Receipts and a drop of Rs. 8,60 lakhs in Revenue Expenditure. The main 
increase in Revenue Receipts is under ‘Miscellaneous’, where a reimburse- 
ment by the Government of India of Expenditure incurred on Relief 
and Rehabilitation during the previous year (1947-48) and increased 
miscellaneous receipts of the Rehabilitation Department have contributed 
a betterment of something like Rs. 3 crores. On the Expenditure side 
the drop of over Rs. 8 crores, again under ‘Miscellaneous’, is also unda 


Relief ond Rehabilitation Expenditure, some of which was not fully 


brought int» account because debits on account of Rail ‘Transport and 
Clothing of refugees were not received before’ the close of the year’s 
accaunts. 


1949-50 


At the time of the presentation of the Budget for the year 1949-50 
a deficit of Rs. 8,55 lakhs was expected, Revenue Receipts were 
estimated at Rs. 14,37 lakhs and Revenue Expenditure Rs. 22,92 lakhs. 
According to the Revised Estimates now available, Receipts are expected 
to rise to Rs. 17,24 lakhs, while Revenue Experditure is expected to 
drop to Rs. 16,83 lakhs, leaving a surplus of 41 lakhs. The Revenue 
Receipts show a betterment of Rs. 2,87 lakhs, which is made up of the 
following important increases :— | 


_ Taxes on Income (Rs. 24 lakhs). An increase or decrease under this 
head depends upon the amount of “Divisible Proceeds’? worked out by 
the Government of India. Our share is expected to be better by this 
amount asa result of am ‘increase in the amount of the available 
“Divisible Proceeds’’, 


Land Revenue (Gross) (Rs. 17 lakhs). This represents recoveries 
of arrears due from previous accounts mainly from Muslim landlords. 
Lesser remissions of land revenue than originally anticipated have also 
contributed to this increase. . 

` Provincial Excise (Rs. 12 lakhs), The increase is mainly from 
opium as a result of better bids at auctions and greater realisations from 
sale-proceeds of excise opium. 


Other Taxes and Duties (Rs. 50 lakhs). The enforcement of the 
new Sales Tax Act accounts for this, The tax is required to be paid in 
advance at the time Returns are filed. These advance payments are 
mainly responsible for larger receipts under this head. 


Agriculture (Rs. 18 lakhs). Recoveries in respect of distribution 
of ammonium sulphate account for Rs. 10 lakhs; sale proceeds of seeds 
Ks. 2 lakhs and hire of tractors Rs. 3 lakhs. Other smaller variations 
are responsible for the remaining increase of Rs. 3 lakhs. 


Electricity Schemes (Rs. 20 lakhs}. The increase under Gross 
Receipts (Rs, 11 lakhs) is due to better utilization of power made 
available from West Punjab and to larger recoveries for the energy 
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supplied to that Governinent than originally estimated. The decrease 
in working expenses has contributed another Rs. 11 lakhs, because of the 
reduced provision ‘made for maintenance, depreciation, re-erve fund, 
establishment charges, etc. The total increase of Rs. 22 lakhs, however, 
has been set off to the extent of Rs. 2 lakhs on account of the delay in 5 
putting some of the thermal schemes in operation. rad 


Miscellaneous (Rs. 1,26 lakhs). Theincrease is made up of several | 
items, of which the Miscellaneous Receipts cf the Custodian and 
Rehabilitation Department account for Rs 99 lakhs, and surcharge -| 
levied by the Food and Civil Supplies Department Rs. 23 lakhs. 


On the Expenditure side the decrease of Rs. 6,09 lakhs is mainly 
spread over— 


(In lakhs of Rupecg) 
Debt Heads a be +12 _ 
General Administration bx 4-14 
Police sri --16 
Civ I Works is — 13 
Pensions ne -4-18 | 
Miscellaneous 7 P —6,27 


Debt Heads (Rs + 12 lakhs). Inthe original budget no provision 
could he made for payment of interest charges on loans taken f-om the 
Government of India as the terms of the same were not settled at the 
time the budget was framed, These have now been intimated and pay- 
ment has been made on this account. 


General Administration (Rs + 14 lakhs). The increase is nade up 

of several variations. Legislative Assembly, Civil Secretariat ard 

= Financial Commissioner, each accounts for Rs. 2 lakhs. Another sum of 

Rs. 5 lakhs is accounted for by the staff, etc., provided in the Financial 

Commi'ssioaer’s Office and in districts in connection with the Grow-More- 
Food Campaign. : 


Police (Rs. — 16 lakhs). The expenditure on National. Volunteer 
Corps was reduced as a measure of economy, by Rs. 25 lakhs but this 
has been set off to the extent of Rs. 9 lakhs under District Executive 
Force, mainly Jue to the revision of scale of pay of lower subordinates, 
purchase of Ordnance Stores in connection with village defence scheme 
and purchase of vehicles. 


el Civil Works (Rs. — 13 lakhs). As a result of the economy campaign 
| expenditure on works had to be reduced. Some of the works for which 
provision was made in the original budget were, therefore, postponed. 


Pensions (Rs. + 18 lakhs). The increase is mainly on account of 
‘he pensions paid to pre-partitioned Punjab pensioners, now residing in 
the Indian Union. We had assumed that this liability would fall initially 
on West Punjab, but the Award of the Arbitral Tribunal regarding the 
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apportionment of pensionary liabilities between the two Punjabs, has placed 
the initial responsibility for «l| pensioners drawing pensions u India on us, 
and those of others on West Punjab, till acturial calculations mike a 
distribution of this liability in t}.e agreed ratio possible. 


` Miscellaneous (Rs. — 6,27 lakhs). Of the total saving of Rs, 6 
crores a sum of Ra. 3,60 Jakhs is due to change in the classitication of 
expenditure cn house-building schemes of the Rehabilitation Department 

- from Revenue Section to Cupita! Seotion of Accounts. A further saving 
ef Rs. 59 lakhs has been contributed mainly by the stoppage of 
gratuitous relief to displaced persons living in the general relief campe, 

: Free distribution of food aid clothing, except in the case of inmates of 
unattached Women’s Homes and Infirmaries, was stopped by the end 

' of October 1949. Another saving of Rs. 2 crores is really a reduction 
in our expenditure due to reimbursement of Relief and Rehabilitation 

- expenditure from the Union Government. These savings have been 
counter-balanced partly on account of the decision to transfer the receipts 
on acccunt of surcharge levied to cover losses from fall in prices of 
foodgrains to the newly opened head “Foodgrains Reserve Fund” ard 
partly by the New Expenditure anticipated to be incurred on the 
Home Defence Department (a new organisation set up for training of the 
public in civil defence). 


No review of the year 1949-5", however, would be complete without 
a brief reference to the very important events that have taken place 
during that year. First ard foremost T would like to refer here to the 
decision which was taken by I%dia to remain within the Commonwealth 
— as a full and equal member of it This wasa wise decision indeed, 

’ | for the future prosperity ard h: ppi ess of the world liesina heal- 

thy co-operation between various nations and the Commonwealth idea is an 
important mile-stone towards the ideal of “one world”. Next in importance 
frem the world context I would put the Hon’ble Prime Minister’s 
American tour whick pat India definitely on the map as a world power. 

Nor were our achievements on the Home front: of any less 
significance. The integration of the States so successfully and ably, 
accomplished by our beloved Sardar has been rightly acclaimed as the 
most outstanding administrative achievement of the century. More than 
anything else that achievement will contribute to the future greatness of 
India. _ | i 


These were achievements on the political and administrative front 

of which any nation could well be proud. Our work in the economic 

i sphere, however, has nothing so spectacular to its credit. On the 
economic vicissitudes of a State, world forces have far greater influence 

than on its administrative and political policy. It is also true, perhaps, 

that the attention of our leaders at the Centre, was mainly taken up 

by the very pressing political and administrative problems that they had 

to contend with and therefore economic policy of the country could not 

É claim all the attention it deserved. That certainly appears to have 
been the case in the first year or so of our Independence. But during 
the last year the urgency of action on the economio-cum-financial front 
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was fully realized and the entire policy of Govetnment in these spheres 
was reviewed in detail in September 1949, and an eight-point programme 
was chalked out, which aimed chiefly at checking the inflationary trends 
in the economy of the country. It isin the background of the financial 
and economic analysis placed before the country in the Union Govern- 
ment’s Eight-point Programme that our budget has been framed, for all our 
economic and financial policies of any consequence must be in line with 
those of the Union Government. 


Before I place before the House the Budget Estimates for 1950-51, 
I am sure the House expects me to review briefly the activities of the 
various Government Departments so as to give them an idea of what we 
have done during the year. which is about to close. and what we propose 
to do during the next financial year, which is about to begin. 


RELIEF & REHABILITATION 


First of all I will touch upon Relief and- Rehabilitation of the 
displaced population—a maiter which has been the concern of this 
Government ever since partition. We hadat one time a total population 
of over 7 lakhs in the various refugee camps in our State but by April, 
1949 this had fallen (exclusive of Kurukshetra, Rajpura and Faridabad 
camps) to nearly 13 lakhs. We hope that with the completion of the 
quasi- permanent allotment of evacuee ogr ene lands, this population 
would further fall to abo ut 80,000. 


The task of the quasi-permanent allotment of land has proved by 
no means an easy one. By the end of March 1949, the exchange of 
reyenue records with West Punjab was completed for near): y 15,000 villages 
out of a total of 17,000 of which the records had to be exchanged. 
During April the work of Chhant Jamabandt, verification of parcha claims, 
and consolidation of the yarious claims of persons who held land in more 
than one village in West Punjab, was started and this took about 3 
months to complete. : Then we passed'on to the allotment stage, allocat- 
ing the areas to be allotted, earmarking claims for villages, allotment of 
Khasra Nos., preparation of allotment — orders, etc.’ This province 
owes a great debt of gratitude to the indefatigable efforts of Sardar Tarlok 
Singh and the mature guidance of Shri Thapar which made the effeotive 
tackling of this herculean task possible. 


Some times in the middle of 1949 the Government of India ane a 
decision to gradually reduce the scale of gratuitous relief in camps with a 
view to stopping it altogether by the lst of November 1949. A programme 
of gradual] reduction of camp population, therefore, was introduced with 
effect from the beginning of July 1949 and to begin with, rations other 
than wheat atta, were substituted by cash allowances. Subsequently, by - 
the end of October, 1949, both cash allowances and free whcat atta were 
discontinued, Along with this, free issue of clothing to displaced persons 

residing in camps was also stopped. Unattached women and children, the 
infirm and the aged, however, continue to be cared for and are being 
issued free, rations in special homes establishcd.at Jullucdur, Hoshiarpur, 
Karnal and Rohtak. In these homes, educational facilities aie being provid: 
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ed for children and training’ in various domestic crafts is mparted to ladies, 
The infirm and the aged are housed in Infirmaries st up in various relief 
camps of the province and nearly 90) infirm and aged men and women 
have bən lo lged in such Infirmaries vhich runa on a semi-hospital basis. 
It is now contemplated to concentrate wll such aged and infirm persons in 
the Kurukshetra camp. 


While stopping free food and th»: issue of free -lothing, Government 
did not forget the necessity of providing roofed’ shelter to these unfortu- 
nate homeless ones and undertook to tonstruct cheap mud-huts at the 
sites of the present camps. where ameiities of water-supply and electric 
street lighting were already available. Nearly 8,000 mud-huts have since 
been constructed as against the target of 13,200 and in these 40,000 souls 
have dlready found shelter. 


With the completion of the allo’ inant work by the end cf March, | 
the work of rural rehabilitation during the coming year would lie chiefly 
in the direction of giving possessions of land allotted, providing loans to 
enable the allottees to take up effective cultivation, dealing with 
applications for review and revision arising from any mistakes in the 
allotment already made, and the preparation ot records to incorporate the 
result of the quasi-permanent settlement of evacuee land. 


The completion, therefore, of rural rehabilitation may well be said | 
to be in sight, But I wish I could say the same about urban rehabilita- 
tion. Urban rehabilitation presents a very difficult problem. The main 
difficulty so far has been our inability to get suitable settlement of the 
property issue. The other dithculty lies in the fact that the displaced 
Hindus and Sikhs mainly constituted the trading class whereas the 
economic void which they have to fill is of artisans, craftsmen, mechanics 
and the labourers. The change-over is not easy, more particularly when 
a change of hereditary profession is involved. Therein lies the chief 
problem before the Government and by its solution alone would the 
shattered economyfof this State be put on a sound basis again. 


Nor are we forgetting our big industrialists. The number of 
evacuee factories and industrial establishments was far too inadequate to 
meet their requirements. But trusting in their initiative and enterprise, 
we are providing new industrial townships at various places in centres 
like Panipat, Bahadurgarh, Jagadhari, Sonepat, Ludhiana and Jullundur. 
It is up to them to make all these ventures a success, That will be their 
contribution towards setting our homeland on its feet again. 


The number of evacuee houses was also ivsufficient to accommodate 
the displaced persons who had come over to live in our urban areas. The 
urban habitable evacuee houses available on this side were 111,482. Not 
only are these far fewer in numbers than those left behind by our 
displaced popuiation but these were of a much poorer quality also For 
filling up the gaps in the urban accommodation nearly 4,000 houses in 11 
townships have already been constructed and another 6,800 sites have 
been laid in the vicinity of these townships. These houses will cater to 
the needs of middle and upper middle classes, 


x 


(6) 50 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY (18TH MARCH, 1950 


[Chief Minister] l - 

The ural evacuee houses available were 668,323... A large des:ruc- 
tion of rural houses took place at the time of migration and it is 
estimated that the number of houses totally destroyed was 225,539, and 


partially destroyed 125,227. We contemplate setting up model vill:ges 
for rural re-housing. 


For working classes with low income groups a scheme of cheap 
houses is envisaged which aims at the provision of 6,150 building sites at 
various places in the Province, and in addition contemplates the creation 
of 10,000 eight-marla plots, 


These are only very brief indications of what we propose to do. I 
sincerely wish that we had the wherewithal to do more but we shall keep 


on striving to place our very best at the service of our displaced 
brethren. 


Grow-More-Food Campaign 


Although the Grow-More-Food Campaign was started during the 
Second World War, the results achieved by it were of a doubtful nature. 
At least the public believed that nothing more than a carrot or two had 
been added to the available food supplies of the country by those efforts ! 
It was not till the middle of 1949, shortly after the stirring call of the 
Hon’ble Prime Minister of India on the need for increased food 
production, that this work was taken up by us on a “Top Priority” basis. 
A Cabinet Sub-Committee on Increased Food Production was set up in 
order to avoid red-tapism in the execution of Grow-More-Fcod Schemes. 
A Dircctor of Food Production (of the rank of a Financial Commissioner) 
was appointed to be in charge of this important work, and Deputy 
Commissioners were made fully responsible for it in their own dist: icts. 
Schemes costing about Rs. 1,58 lakhs during the year 1949-50 were put in 
Operation and it is proposed to continue this work at a cost of Rs. 1,80 
lakhs during the year 1950-51. Additional canal irrigation that has 


been made possible by the newly sanctioned Grow-More-Food Schemes 
is as follows :— 


Acres 
Kharif, 1950 .. 24 lakhs 
Rabi, 1950-51 a 95,000 
Kharif, 1951 . 340,000 
Rabi, 1951-52 .- 180,000 


It is expected that the additional areas so btought under irtigation 
will have given us an additional fool production of about 40,000 tons 
during 1949-50, and about 70,000 tons during 1950-51. In arriving at these 
estimates we have not taken into consideration the gains that will accrue 
to our food production from the destruction of monkeys, jackals and 
other pest s; the pitting of village manure, and the use of pure seed, 
ete, ete. These schemes will certainly add to our available supplies of 
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food, but the estimates given above exclude any allowances on this 
account, because these could not be calculated with any degree of 
accuracy, and also because it may be argued that these methods had 
been used by farmers during previous years also, though not in the same 
intensity in Which we are enforcing them now. 


Before I pass on, let me say a word here on the killing of monkeys. 
Objection has been taken here and there to our. doing so I think it is 
time that we took a rational view of these things and set sentiments 
aside. Is it better to let human beings starve and these pests thrive ? 
In the case of monkeys alone it has been moderately estimat: d that 
they consume something like 60,000 tons of grtin, apart from whit they 
destroy, which is by no means insignificant. The loss caused to grain 
by rats, jackals, and other pests cannot be computed with any degree of 
exactitude, but it will by no means be small. Government did not, 
however, like to ride rough-shod over public sentiment and have, there- 
fore, decided to disband the shooting squads. Owners of fields wou'd -be 
encouraged, by the grant of suitable awards, to kill these animals with 
a view to save their crops. 


The Irrigation Branch, in addition to having raised the banks of 
channels and having passed additional supplies of water through them 
for making increased irrigation possible, have taken over the Shah Nahar 
Canal in the Hoshiarpur district, and Grey Canals in the Ferozepore 
district, which are being remodelled to supply water for perennial irriga- 
tion, Kirn Nala in the Gurdaspur district is also being remodelled with 
regular channels, and all these measures will supply irrigation to more 
than 50,000 acres during 1950 51. 


Nor is mechanical cultivation being neglected. We have already 
got 139 tractors and steps arc bein: taken to acquire more. With these 
we propose to tackle first the Bet areas, in order to make that area fit 
for follow-up cultivation by bullock and man-power. Within the limited 
means of our resources we have provided faciiities for the sinking of 
pereolation and tube-wells and tube-well sinking machinery worth about 
Rs. 30 lakhs has been purchased. About Rs. 35 lakhs kave been spent 
on tractors and tractor cultivation and about Rs. 21 lakhs on loans for 
percolati n wells. 


Civil Supplies and_ Food Department. 


The house is, no doubt, aware of the activities of the Civil Supplies 
and Food Department which deals primarily with the control and. dis- 
tribution of certain essential commodities which to-day are in short 
supply. On some commodities control has bzen imposed by the Central 
Government and in this category fall— 


(a) Cotton ; 

(b) Cotton Textiles ; 

(c) Yarn; 

( d) Coai/Coke (Steam Coal, Soft Coke, Hard Coke and Slack 
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Coal) ; 


(e) Pig Tron ; 

(f) Cement ; 

(g) Salt ; 

(h) Vegetable Ghee ; and 
(i) Sugar. 


In respect of these commodities the Provincial Government have 
to follow the policy laid down by the Central Government. 


In addition to these commodities, the Provincial Government have 
coutrolled at their own diseretion the following commodities ;--- 


(a) Kerosene Oil ; 
(6) Firewood ; and 
(c) Bricks. 


I am glad to be able to report to the House that the control on 
kerosene oil has worked very satisfactorily, and it is one of those commo- 
dities vhich is being deliver: to the villager at the very door of his 
house. Kerosene oil in the villages is distributed by a retailer who 
goes from village to village and delivers the oil to villagers in the pre- 
sence of a member of that village on the Circle Distribution Committee. 
It is only right that if we have to succeed in persuading the farmer to 
part with his produce at a reasonable rate, we should have been able to 
deliver to him his ordinary needs, without much difficulty, at a controlled 
price. 


The firewood position is extremely difficult in this State. It 
was not an easy one even in the United Punjab, who could driw on the 
rich forest plantations at Chhangamanga, Chichawatni, Khanewal, etc. 
It has been estimated by the Forest Department that thisjState is deficit 
in firewood to the tune of 40 to 50 lakh maunds, and while a long range 
poliey of encouraging forest plantations has been taken in hand, steps 
to meet the immediate shortage c.uld only .be successful by a proper 
control of firewood, for which purpose we have issued the following 


orders under the East Punjab Conservation of Firewood Supplies 


Act, 1949 :— 
(1) The East Punjab Conservation of Firewood Supplics 
( Licensing of Dealers ) Order, 1949 ; 


(ii) The East Panjab Conservation of Firewood (Restrictions 
on Consumption in Factories and Kilns) Order, 1949 ; and 


(iii) The East punjab Convseration of Firewood Supplies 
(Res ‘Nonson Transport) Order, 1949. 
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Under the above-mentioned Orders the control is on distribution 
and movement of firewood and not on its price. 


Brick control was considered necessary when supplies of slack coal 
were limited and brick. kiln owners were known to be exploiting that 
position This was a natural corollary to the control of slack coal and 
was also necessa'y because Of the construction of more houses for the 
rehabilitation of our displaced population was to be successful, it was 
essential that the public shoald get bricks at reasonable rates. 


Besides the above items of Civil Supplies, which are control'ed at 
present, we have, as the House is aware, a complete food control. All 
important foodgrains coming to the market are purchased by Govern- 
ment under a M noply Procurement Scheme. During the last crop year 
(1948.49) the success of our Monoply Procurement Scheme was beyond 
our -expectation and we were able to buy foodgrain stocks as shown 
below .— 


. Target figure Actual purchases 
fixed màde 
Tons Tons 
Wheat, ies 161,500 217,000 
Rice | wie 12,000 15,662 


This year rice crop was better and our purchase target has been 
fixed at 55,000 tons. Against this figure we have already procured 
81.000° tons of paddy which will yield about 50,000 tons of riee. 
The target of 32,500 tons fixed for barley is, however, not likely to be 
achieved, since only 17,860 tons had been procured up to the end of 
February 1950. The’: finance ”? tied up iu these operations has been 
as much as Rs. 10 crores at times. 


In view of the over-all deficit of foodgrains full rationing was 
introduced in 20 major towns, controlled distribution in 7 other towns, 
and for the rest the Deficit Areas Food Supply Scheme was put in 
operation. These rationing systems have, on the whole, worked: 
successfully. Measures to prevent the smuggling of foodgrains, cloth 
and other com modities from the Punjab, were a necessary. cvrollary of 
controls and special anti smuggling and enforcement staff was posted in 
ten districts of the Province (excluding Kangra, Hoshiarpur and Jullundur, 
where smuggling is not much of a problem). In addition to preventing 
the smuggling of controlled commodities, this staff devoted considerable 
attention to eradicate black-marketing through the agency of bogus 
purchasers. It is gratifying to observe that our enforcement organization 
has more than justified its “exisl once: 2,243 cases, connected with the 
contravention of various control orders, were detected by this organizi- 
tion. Out of these, 2,067 cases were putin courts and of these 1,216 
cases have already resulted in convictions. In addition to this, go ds 
uf the value of about Rs 6 lakhs were captured during the ten months 
ending January last which amount equals almost the total cost of the 
Enforcement staff. 
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A suggestion which is now before Government’s active considera- 
tion is for distribution of controlled commodities through Consumers’ 
Co: operative Societies. 


PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 


_ Buildings and Roads Branch. The fairly full programme of werks 
originally set for the Buildings and Roads Branch for tue year 1949-50 
had to be substantially curtailed in pursuance of the anti-inflationary 
drive launched all over the country by the Government of inda. On 
the buildings side, however, we had to take steps to extend the available 
jail accommodation. Steps were also taken to provide for the expan- 
sion of the Government colleges at Rupar, Ludhiana and Robtak Addi- 
tional accommodation was also provided in hospitals like Glaney M-dical 
College and the Mcntal Hospital, both at Amritsar. 


At Ferozepore enormous damage was done to Government buildings 
during the floods of September 1947. The construction work on Dis- 
trict Court buildings, District and Sessions Jud e’s Court, P. W. D. 
Rest- House and the Central Jail there is well in hand. 


Besides buildings, roads claimed the major consideration of the 
Department. A 50 miles length of the Grand Trunk Road has been 
. widened from 12 to 22 feet and a number of other roads prcjects were 
also taken ia hand during the year, but work on s: me of these had to be 
held up for-want of funds. 


Public’ Health Engineering were responsible for the completjon of 

the biggest rural water-rupply-scheme in India—namely, the Bet llaqa 
_water-supply in the Hoshiarpur district.~-This scheme will serve a popu- 
lation of 35,000 persons residing in over 50 villages where the existing 
arrangements for water supp'y were most unsatisfactory (Hear, hear) Í 


The Public Health Engineering Departm ‘nt also put up two tube- 
wells (yielding about 4 lac gallons of water daily) for the Amritsar 
Municipality and another (yielding about, 14 lac gallons of water per 
day) for the Ambala Municipal Committee. Water-supply and drainage 
schemes are also in hand at the new Nangal townsbip. 


The work of planning the future Capital of the. Punjab at Chandi- 
garh has gone apace aid Mr. Albert Mayer has been eatrusted with the 
task of preparing a masterplan. After the necessary planning has. been 
completed, stups will be taken to explore the best possible means of 
finanving the construction of the New Capital. A provision of Rs. 1} 
crores has, however, been made inthe next year’s .budget for expendj- 
ture on this venture. 


Electricity Branch. The activities of the Electricity ‘Branch have 
been concentiated on the laying of additional lines in varteus places in 
the Province to absorb the electric energy released from West Punjab 
as also to the acquiring of the electric supply undertakings at Moga, 
Abohar, Karnal and Fazilka. - 
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Work on the Nangal Project is proceeding apace and orders worth 
Rs. 4 crores have been placed for electrical equipment and transmission 
line on Nangal Delhi Section, pegging of the towers positions and route, 
survey of the 66 k,w. lines have been completed in most of the Sections. 


Irrigation Branch. As I have also indicated in an earlier part of 
this speech all pessible efforts were made to increase irrigation during 
Kharif, 1949, by running additional supplies of water in all channels, over 
and above their authorized discharges. The resultant increase iu irriga- 
tion during Kharif, 1949, over the figure of Kharif, 1948, was of over 
34 Inkh acres On the Esstern Canal alone, the area under rice rose from 
12 ,000 acres to 27,000 acres. 


It is expected that all the various schemes taken in hand for Grow- 
More-Food purposes will almost be completed by the end of the next 
year and additional supplies will be run in all channels during Kharif, 

1950. 


With a view to sateguard a large number of villages in Panipat 
and Sonepat Tahsils from flcod, embankments have been constructed. 
Drainage of low-lying areas on the Western Jumna and Sirhind Canals 
has also been undertaken and schemes fer draining areas along various. 
villages in Karnal, Rohtak and Ludhiana districts have been prepared. 
The serious damage caused to the training works by torrents crossing 
Sirhind Canal by the floods of 1949 has also been properly repaired. 


Bhakra-Nangal Preject. The Bhakra-Nangal Project is now a house-- 
hold word in our State, According to the latest. proposals, the.Dam at. 
Bhakta will be 1,680 feet above the lowest foundation level across the 
Sutlej Riverina gorge nearly 50 miles above Rupar. Weir, with a live 
storage capacity of 73 million acre feet cf water. This Project will add 
to the production of the Province by 1'3 million tons of foodgrains and 
8 lakh bales of long staple cotton in addition to increasing the production 
of sugarcane, oilseeds and various other crops. 


A railway line anda road fiom Rupar to. Nangal excepting the 
road bridge over Srsa Nadi) have be n completed. The road from. 
Nangal to Bhakra, too, has been constructed and the railway -line 
between these two places.is nearing completion. . 4 

The Nangal Din is under- constriction about 8 miles b2low the.. 
Bhakra Dain. Fifty per cent of the work of construction of the Dan. 
together with the head-regulator has been completed and 
a major part of concreting the floors will be finished. by the end of. | 
June 1950. . a2 


The Nangal Hydel' Channel which takes off upstream of Nangal 
Dam, when constructed, will be capable of carrying 12,500 cusecs of 
water. Two power- -houses with a power capacity of 72,000 k,w. each 
will be located on this channel. At present drainage works. likely to 
cost Ks. 16 crores and the work of excavation of foundation pits of 
power house No,1 are in progress, 


(6) 56 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY (i3rH MARCH, 1950 


(Chief Minister! 
Tho Bhakra Canal takes cff at the tail of the Nangal Hydel Channel] 
at Rupar and will provide irrigation to the existing areas under Grey 
Canals and also to the famine. “stricken areas of Rohtak and Hissar 
districts and the adjoining States. The excavation work on these chan- £ 
nels is well in hand. 


In the field of Engineering Education, we have had no satisfaciory 
arrangement to meet the present and future needs of the Province ever 
since partition. We look forward, as soon as Bhakra and Nangal Sche- 
mes go ahead, to have progressive mechanization of industry and agri- 
culture necessitating a large number of technical personnel The demand 
for an Engineering College was reiterated by the President of the Punjab 
Branch of the Institution of Engineers last month and I am glad to be 


able to announce that arrangements are under way in this direction and Dn 
it is hoped that, if all goes well as I expect, foundations will have been g 
laid during the year ofa first class and most modern institution impar- a ae 
ting education in electrical, mechanical, civil and also architectural en: : 
gineering to our young men. (Hear hear) j ' 


EXCISE AND TAXATION DEPARTMENT 


The Excise and Taxation Department is our chief revenue-earning 
department. From the date of partition tothe 3lst March 1948, our | 
income from Excise and Taxation amounted to about Rs 1:33 lacs (74) 
months). During 148-49, it rose to about Rs. 3 crores. The origina! i 
budget for 1949 50 estimated this revenue at roughly Rs 3} crores, its | 
revised estimats placing it at Rs. 3,85,84,000. The budget estimates | 
for the financial year 1940-51 put our excise revenue at Rs 2,20 lacs and, i 
the revenue from taxes at Rs. 1,94 lace. 


The aim of Excise and Taxation Department, however, is not pri- j 
marily to earn revenue for the State but to enforce a gradual prohibition =od 
of intoxicants and to realize the maximum revenue from the minimum / 
consumption thereof so long as complete prohibition—which is our ulti- 

mate goal—is not enforced. It aims also at suppressing illicit distillation 7 
of Jiquor and checking the smuggling of PAEA SA opium— both in order ] 
to safeguard State revenues. e { 


In the sphere of taxation, the aim of this department is to impose 
equitable taxes on those sections of the community which can bear the 4 
same, assessiug these taxes correctly and collecting the same withcut 
fear or favour, 


The House is aware that prohibition in respect of liquor was intro- 
duced in the Rohtak district with effect from 2nd October 1948, and has 
remained in force since. Its annual lcss to the State is in the neighbour- 
hood of Rs 4 lacs perannum. We have further, in order to implement 
our policy of gradual prohibition, decided, with effect from the Ist April 
1949, that the unlicensed sale of liquor at bono fide as well as proprietary 
clubs would be an offence and all clubs, should take out licenses in form . F 
L-12-C, Further, the limit of retail sale and private possession of 
foreign liquor has been reduced to one reputed quart bottle instead of 
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an unlimited quantitv— provision having been made for private posses- 
siin up toa dozen bottles under a proper license. With effect from 
the 15th Ju'y 1949 the hours of sale of liquor at licensed hotels, restau- 
rants bars, railway refreshment rooms, etc., bave been fixed from 12 noon 
o 2:30 p. m. and from 7 p. m. to Il p. m. only. 


In Amritsar city, the sale of foreign liquor in hotels, restaurants 
bars, clubs, ete., has been totaiiy prohibited and the estimated loss in 
excise revenue by. this step is estimated at Rs. 50,000 per annum. 
This experiment we propose to extend to other towns in due course. 
With effect from the Ist April 1950 the five ¿hatas attacned to licenses 
fer retail vend of country liquor (aud beer) in Amritsar have been ab p- 
lished and the estimated loss of excise revenue involved on this account 
is Rs, 1,56 000 per annum. 


In order to discouraze the manufacturing of illicit liquor, the 


punishment of rigorous imprisonment in such offences has been raised 
fiom 2103 years. 


in accordance with the decision of the Government of India to 
enforce complete prohibition of oral consumption of opium, the tetal 
indent of excl-e opium for Punjab for the financial year 1049-50 was re- 
duced from 426 maunds to 387 imaunds and it has been decided to repeat 
this cut cf 39 mauads every vear Our indent of excise opium tor the 
figgneial year 1949.50 was reduced accordingly from 387 maunds to 348 
maunds, and forthe year 195051 it has been further reduced to 307 
maunds. No excise opium wil], we hope, in pursuance of this policy 
he available for sale at licensed shops in this State after the financiai 
year 1957-58, and a progressive loss of Rs 8 lacs per annum, in our excise 
revenue rising to Rs 80 jacs per annum, after the financial year 1957-58 
is the price of this Reform. But this is an international obligation and 
whatever its financial effects may be, since it aims at improving the 
Lealth and morals of the masses ot the Indian public. we shall go ahead 
with this pregranune, and if possible, improve upon it. 


It has alro been decided that with effect from the 12th April 1949 
the smoking ct cpitum by any person should be prohibited, except in the 
case of habitual opium addicts of 25 years of age or above, who were 
required to get themselves registered before the 12th April 1949. 


The Punjab Govenment have also decided to prohibit permanenetly 


the possession Of charaaorany admixture thereof in any quantity with 
effect from the 15th April 1950, 


Beneficent Departments 


The expenditure on Beneficent Deparatments incurred durin} 
1948 49 was Rs 3,673 lakhs and tnat estimated for 1940-10 (Revised) i 
Rs 3,904 lakhs. For 1950-51 this expenditure has been placéd at Rs 3,89} 
Jakhs. These figures give a percentage of 22°3 during 1948-49, 20 8 curing 
1949-50 and 23 during 1950-51 of the total Revenve Expenditure (includ 
ing expenditure on Pcst-war Develepment Schemes) of the State. 
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The total provision for all Beneficent Departments put together 
‘during th» next year is less by nearly 1} lakhs as compared with the 
revis d estimates of 1949-50. The Provision for next yeari ander Educa. 
tion, howéver, is Rs. 1,78,60.000. which is Rs 44 lakhs better than the 
‘Tevised estimates of 1949.50. (Hear hear). Similarly, ander Medical and 
Public Health the provision for the next vear is bet tter by about 
Rs 2} lakhs and under Industries by Rs 3 lakhs. There is a drop cf he 
almost Rs 9 'akhs under Agriculture. of which Rs 6 lakhs are explained l 
by certain transactions ia wheat seed which do not appear in the next 
vear’s Revenus Account. A curof nearly Rs 2 lakhs has been effected 
in the provision for the Co-operative D partment, while there is only a } 
reduction fo Rs 33,000 under Veterinary. i. ; | 


Eduction. Forty-six per cent of the total provision made for Beneficent 
Departments as against 45 per cent which was the ratio in the budget. esti- w 
mate presented this time last year, is for Education. Education is a vital 4 
need of the community and to satisfy this larger funds are undoubtedly b | 
required from year to’ year. Had the schemes of Post-war Development | 
not been postponed, as a’ result of the Union Government’s 
decision to discontinue grants for such schemes, it would have been possi- 
ble to do more for the eduction of our people. Evin with our limited 
res :mrces, promotion of social Education is one of the important items of 
the Expansion Programme before the Eduction Department. The Govern- 
ment of India have assisted us by providing Rs 2 lakhs towards imple- . 
menting this programme. Training Camps were held for. prospective | 
social workers and about 134 such centres are now functioning in all parts 
of the State both for men eae women. B Latest. . ó 


The ideal of Basic. Education has now been accepted all over the 
country and the first Basic: School of the State was atarted at Jigraon, 
and the teachers trained in this School are intended to be utilized for — 
starting 25 Junior Basic Schools in the State from next year. Another 
Basic Training Schoo) is proposer to be started at Satrod (Hissar district) 
—a rural area—with a view to paipai Basic mong to teac thers againət 
a rural background. 


In addition to Basic Training and Social Educaticn, College and 

Secondary Education are also. receiving due attention. It is proposed to 
start a` Degree College at' Hissar and to extend the teaching of science in 
this college as soon as facilities are available. The grants for existing 
colleges are also being increased to provide-additional resources to enable 
hem to meet their urgent needs in respect of furniture, equipment, 
science apparatuses, Jibrary; etc. ete. Non-Government colleges are also - 
eing assisted by way of grants in order to enable them to continue to 


nction efficiently. 


A new Government Hieh Scholis being opened at Dalhousie, and 
ducational institutions in the areas of Loharu, Pataudi and Dujani= tlie 
hree merged States—are eine taken over. j 


A Provincial Advisory Education Board has also been set up with P 
view to devise curricula for the primary and middle schoo}g to suit our 
wW A ii This Board is functioning at great speed, and it is 
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expected that within one year from now, books will be made availalable 
on the revised curricula which ay be decided upon on the recommenda- 


tion of this Board. 


The physical side of eduction continues to receive the same attention 
as before and the courses at) Taradevi will run during the next year also. 
Along with Paysical B luctton the Mili acy Training of students in schvols 
and colleges is being perenne Tris year nine Senior Division Officers 
and 120 Junior Division O ficers have been trained at various Regimental 
Training Centres, which will go a long way to meet the increased require- 
ments of training by National Cadet Corps. Hon’ble Members will 
be pleased to learn that ours is one of the few States in the country 
which took a lead in raising a Gris’ Division under the National Cadet 
Corps Scheme, and in having an Artillery Section of the National Cadet 
Corps at the Khalsa Coilege, Amritsar. (Hear, hear). 


Qur University is struggling to be on its feet again. We are mak- 
ing an additional special grant of Rs 80,000 during the coniny year to 
the University with tlre obje ct cl enai ling it to organize its Honours and 
Post-graduate teaching—specially the Scientific side thereof—for not 
unless this can b> raised to a higher level than at present, would our young 
men be able to have a fair chance of competing with success in All India 


‘Competitions. 


One other activitv of which very little is heard but which would be 
of some interest to the House, T might mention here. That concerns our 
efforts to raise a Central Archive for preserving all possible historical 
ma‘erial of interest. Efforts are being made to acquire these from 
sundry sources —local, prov'ncial as also from the c mtiguous States. The 
importance of these records and documents is not generally appreciated 
by the local population and our Historical Records Department attempts 
to Jocate and salvage these documents on whatever source that may be 


possible. 


-Health Department. As the House is aware, we amalgamated last 
year the Medical and Public Health. Departments, and this amalgamation 


| has resulted in closer collaboration and co-ordination of the curative and 
preventive measures which have been taken in this State to keep the 


population healthy and free from disease. It is gratifying to note that 
as a result of this co operation under the able guidance of the late Col. 
B. S. Nat whose sad and untimely death’has been an irreparable loss to 


Government, the State is at present, free from plague and cholera. while 


the incidence of small-pox has been considerably reduced, 


Orders to open 18 new rural dispensaries were issued during the 
course ofthe year. Of these, 10 have already been establirhed, and the 
other 8 should start functioning very soon In addition it is proposed 
to establish 18 subsid‘zed dispensaries, some of which wil be under tha 
charge of subsidized medical practitioners and others in charge of Vaids 
and Hakims. With the addition of these 36 dispensaries there would 
be one dispensary in the State fora mean of 30,000 population and 100 
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square miles area. In order to bring medical aid within easy reach of 
villagers, Medical Officers-in charge of 159 civil and rural dispensaries 
are expected to tour in key villages towards north, south, east and west 
of dispensaries on four days in a week. Some of the patients are treated 
in the key villages and others are advised to come to the dispensary for 
treament, 


In the urban areas the, hospitals at Jullundurand Karnal were 
modernized during the course of the year, and steps are being taken to 
modern ze the Tahsil Headquarters: Hospitals at Batala (Gurdaspur 
district) and Rewari (Gnrgaon district), Three new hospitals were 
provincialized during the course of the year (Civil Hospital, Hissar ; 
R. B. Sir Gujjarmal Kesradevi Tubercul sis Sanatorium, Amritsar ; 
and the Women’s Section of the Civil Hospital, Kalka). 


Medical Education is being attended to effectively at the Glancy 
Medical College, Amritsar, wh rea P.esearch department has also been 
organized and a new Pathology Block added. 


This hospital is to-day fully equipped and the improvements in it 
have been so marked that the Medical Council of India have now 
recognized it as up-to-standar| for the teaching of M.B ‚B.S classes. 
It rivals to-daythe Mayo Hospital whichwe had left behind in Lahore. 


Hon’ble Members will notice from the volume of New Expenditure 
that, besides continuing the existing activities of the Health Dı partment, 
we propose to post specialists in X-ray, Anaesthesia, Laboratory and 
Blood Transfusion services in District Headquarters Hospitals, We have 
also provided an additional sum of Rs l lakh for supplementing the 
supplics of medicines and drugs in District Hospitals other than those 
provincializec, and last, though not least, Grants-in-aid to the extent of 
Rs 50,000 are proposed for missionary societies for equipping ane impro- 
ving the missionary hospitals, ete. 


Industries Department. The industrial problems created by tha 
partition of the country, by the shrinkage of banking f..ciliti s, ard the 
general shyness ot the capital and that under the general shad w of over- 
all economic difficulties were great indeed. For the succes-ful tackling 
of these preblems, a Government’s Industries Department ean do but 
little. The activities of the Industries Department were confined chiefly 
to the starting ona large Scale short-term courses in industrial vocation 
and during the year 1248-49, 4,500 displaced persons were trained and 
another batch of 4,300 will have completed their training by the end of 
this month. Training has been imparted at 36 Training Centres and in 23 
different crafts. This Department has also been able tu put on the 
ground the Central Crafts Institute, Central Pottery Agency, Surgical 


Instruments Development Centre, Cottage Ji dustries Museum and 


Emporium, Dyeing and Calico Printing Institute and the Industrial 
Research Laboratory, all cf which have made satisfactory pregress. We 
hope to start in the voming year a School cf Arts as also to resuscitate, 
if pessible, the Victorig Diemord Teehbical Institute. 
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The latest prohlem which is being handled by the Industries 
Department relute to the running of work-centres with the object of 
permanently rehabilitating the urban displaced population which had 
formed the residue of our Refugee Camps. Industrial production centres 
are being established wherein the buildings, equipment and raw material 
wonld be supplied by Govergment but which we eventually 
hope will be taken over on a Co-operative basis by the very colony 
of industrial workers receiving training in these work-centres. 


Special efforts are also being made by the Industries Department 
to encourage cotton and wool spinning and almost 12} lakh 
yards of cloth have been woven jin the centres run by 
this Department, The. Sports Goods Industry is also 
being revived and has mede in fact satisfactory progress, for at 
present goods worth about Rs 4 lakhs are being produced per mensem 
at Jullundur. A serious drawback to a complete recovery of this indus- 
try is the shortags of willow and mulberry, both of which are n w being 
planted on an experimental measure in the Kulu Valley. Julundur, I 
hope, in the near future will become our new Sialkot, as far as Sports 
industry is concerned. 


a 
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Co-operative Department. The Co-opertive movement in this State- 
suffered a serious setback by the partition of the Punjab, since the assets 
of our Co-operative institutions to the tune of over Rs 3 crores 
were locked upin Pakistan. Out of these assets, after a great deal of. 
patient and tortuous negotiations, we have been recently successful in 
obtaining a release of securities of tne value of Rs 1,04 lakhs. Another: 
Rs 41 lakhs worth of securities were also promised by West Punjab, but 

tbe implementation of that agreement is still awaited. 


In spite of this great handicap; the Co-operative movement in this- 
i State has survived. During the ten months ending January, 1950, of the . 
eurrent financial year no less than 824 new societies embracing a member- 

ship of 21,440 were registered and organized. ‘These societies were of 
i various types, snch as Multi-purpose Societies, „Co-operative Sotres, and: 
| Cho-Reclamation and Land Conservation Societies On the whole, in 
the 70 Central Banking Institutions spread throughout the length and 
breadth of the State, deposits increased during the corurse of the last: 
| year from Rs 32} lakhs to 42 lakhs, during which period these jnstitu-. 
tions advanced 3,443 loans of the value of a little over Rs 28 lakhs white 
the recoveries of outs' anding loans amounted to nearly Rs. 24 lakhs. .Ț 


Be ee ee Se 


Veterinary Department. The main activities of the Veterinary 
Department lie in the direction of control and cure of contagious:and 
non-contagious diseases amongst livestock ; breeding operations ; 
research in various aspects of animal industry ; veterinary education ; 
dairy development ; poultry husbandry ; and fisheries. 


| There is jn the Statea network of 193 veterinary hospitals, 35 
permanent outlying dispensaries and about 600 ordinary Outlying dis- 
persaries, During the year 1949-50, 17. new regular veterinary 
| hospitals were opened.. | 
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' Our Veterinary Vaccin> Institute at Dagshai which was started 

in October, 1948, prepirai as muny as 1,386,400 doses of Goat Tissue 
Virus Vaccine for the immunisation of cattle against Rinderpest: Of 
these; »55,000 doses were issued to States other than the Punjab... This 
Institute has already unlertaken’ the preparation of. Ranikhet poe! a 
and Anti-rabic vaccines. > ` ead a i e 
T i i pias a a `- 
Two hundred and eight d ‘pedigree bulls were supplied to / 

different ,districtS in the Provinces at the conce:siona! rate o Rs 250 per — 
bull by the Livéstock Firm at Hissar. A fodder reserve of: three lati! 
mauudgs, ag a safegurd against fodder famines so common in that area, has d 
also been built up. The Department have paid-special atteation to make } 
the Hissar Cattle Farm not onty self-soffic:ient but Riia as it should be, | 

a paying proposition to Government a : eai 
ry i ' a s. i 

One notable activity of this Department is the scheme 

for the capture and domiestication of “wild” anintals, ih _which: it | 
can 1 claim some considerable measure of success. urp H i 


f 3 ti , (Eea wio Poe Tia 7) 2 


l ‘The Camp Veterinary College which was starte l at Hissar in’ths: 
portion of the local Government High Schoo] building early in 1948 has 
now been fully equipped, and out of ‘the 86 displaced students: who joinéd © 
the college, 26 have so far secured the B.V.Sc. Degree, all of whom 
have been absorbed and employed as Veter, macy Assistant Surgeons. 
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_ The work of development of dairy, , poultry and fisheries’ (the last 
two were oily recently transferred to the Veteriñáry Department from ' 
the Agroultural Department) ar> in theirearly stages; and. paucity of 
founds stands in the way of these being up in ‘right earnest. 

Agriculture Depaimont. The im portance of Agti ‘ulture Department 
in an agricultural country like India cannot be over emphasized, and the 
role that it plays in the life of the nation would-be even more vital if 
we are to succeed in’ our attempt of making village economy - self-'~ 
sufficient. In addition to their normat work the: chief brunt of the 
Grow-More-Food Campaign also falls onthe Agriculture Jepartment, - 
who, I am glad to say; afe tickling this job wat commendable a as 

= ; fo iaa è 

“The activities of the Akaona Donnan lie in mäny directions. 
The Department started an Agricultural College in the premises of the 
Malwa Khalsa High School, Ludhina. “An area of'5J0 acres of land in 
village Hibbowal, at a distance’ of about one mile: from Ludhiana, has 
been reserved by the Rehabilitation’ Deparment for this college.“ While 
the Agricu:ture Deparment is busy on itẹ day-to-day work of making 
agrituiture betterand more productive they have rightly attached great / 
improtance to agricultural research on which the superstructure 
of agricultural development of ‘the ‘State would ultimately depend. 
Notable advance’ has been made in evolving improved varieties of 
crops, high-yielding: and rust- resisting varieties of wheat, 
high-yielding grain varieties of ‘barley (sutable for malting . 
and brewing), as also high-yielding, two-.rowed varieties for pearling 45 
and. powder..products. > In their . efforts to raise ~ Jong saple 
superior cotton [the entire area under which was left 
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in West Punjab] the Department is attempting to rebuild the cotton 


~ economy of the Union, and desi cotton. wherever possible, is rep'aced by 
} ; the American variety. In respect of rice the main problems being 
n tackled are the replacing of red rice in Kangra by high-yielding white 


virieties, and fighting the menace of wild rice which causes a huge loss 
to cultivators. 


+i 


The war against insect pests of farm crops ; vegetables and fruits 
is also being intensified, and investigations are also being carried out.on 
the effects of different doses of manures on varinus:crops. Special atten- 
tion is b-ing devoted to the supply of improved seeds, artilficial fertiizera, 
= iron and agricultural implements to the cultivators.; sinking of surface per- 
, colation wells and installation of tube-wells ; composting of town refuse 
dka and pitting of farmyard manure ; reclamation of culturable waste lands ; 

l and establishment of Co-operative Garden Colonies. A chain of seed 
farms is proposed to be established in the Panjab with an area of about 
13,000 acres, of which 3,500 acres is cultivated and the rest is culturable 
waste land, ‘which the De Panimon would reclaim and bring under seed 
farms. 


rat 


One of the chief achieve ments of the Department lies in the direc- 

tion of the Well-Sinking Scheme. ` Up to the middle of February 1950, 

| taccavi loans were advanced for the sinking of nearly 2,000 wells. It 

has, in addition, sunk 45 tube-wells and bored 277 wells. The next year,s 

; target is to bring on commission about 1,800 percolation wells and to sink 
250 tube-wells of various dimensions. 


Jails Department ° Ei 
H “4 ‘ r 
l A jail is one of the necessary evils of modern civilized society. 
‘Social reformers in many countries have given their attention to jail re- 
form, and we, too, had appointed a Jail Reforms Committee who 
have ‘submitted avery valuable report which is now under eximination 
of Government, and it is hopea that before long the recommendations of 
this Committee would be implemented. This report is probably in 
the nands of the hon. Members now. 


ns -~ ‘Our Jails Deparment had to pass through 4 period of great stress 

and strain, because of the paucity of jail accommodation, in which we 

l had to accommodate as many aş twice the.original number for which the 

jail accommodation was? originally intended. The R.SS.S. agitation as 

d also the presence of detenus in our jails added considerably to the 

strain on Jail Administration which, on the whole, tried to cope with the 
difficulties fairly successfully. 


oe vy atte 
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Police Depar tment. | 


w 


b 
The statistics of law and order for the year 1919 how an increage 
of crime, but since this increase is almost wholly, due to cases under the 
Arms and Excise Acts, the increase isa cause for satifaction rather than 
ałarm, Serious crimes of all nature as also crime against propery, such 
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ss burglaries and thefts, substantially decreased during the course of the i 
year, thus relieving the Po icə Dapirtment from the stress and strain 


uuder which they worked before, and enabling them to detect more cases 
under the Arms and Excise offences, 


A residential school at Kunjpura in tha Karnal district has been o} 
started where boys evəntually earmarked for Pulice service will be ad- ! 

mitted at an early age. Tne idea is to take them in hand early, and 
this school at Kunjpua will be something like the various Militray 
Schools in the Province from which officers and mən of the Armed Forces 
are drawn. The special feature of elucation impacted in this school will 
essentially be the develup:noat of taose qralistes which are imperative 
for a successful police career. z 


Government are alive to the fact that the year 1950-51 is likely 
to be full otanxiety from the point of view of law and order. The pre- 
sent economic situation is bound to be exploited by political agitators 


whose activities are likely also to gain M?mentum with the approach of 
general elections. 


Labour Administration 


A separate Labour Department was set up in the Punjab in july 
1949, and the necessary staff of Labur Officers and Inspectors, under a 
Labour Commissiuner, was engaged during the course ot the year. Pre- 
liminary training to the staff so se.ected was given by the Co.nmissioner 
regarding the provisions of the Labour Laws which had to be enforced, 
as also regarding the approach to the various trade disputes and methods 
of conciliation and other general matters regarding laboure welfare, etc. 


It is intended, during the coming year, to proceed wirh the fixation 
of minimum wages in respect of ail employments specified in the Schedule 
to the Minimum Wages Act; to implement fully the provisions of the 
Employees’ State Insurance ‘Act ; and to set up and develop Labour 
Welfare Centres at important industrial places in the State with a view 


to better the employer-employee relationship for the common good of 
both. 


Eight disputes were referred to the Labour Comnissioner durin z the 


course of the year, and I am glad to say that all of these were amicaqly 
settled, 


Land Revenue Department 


As the Hon'ble Members are aware, for some timo past there have 
been signs in our State of a growing tension between landlords and tenants, 
which is partly attributable to agrarian legislation undertaken b, other. 
States in India, and partly tothe subversive propazanda by undesirable 
elements. We realise that there is need for tenancy reform, but this 
subject is indeed one in which decisions can only be takeu after very full i 
and mature deliberations. Government have for this purpose set up the 
Land Reforms Committee which is required to submiè interim propusals,, 
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with a view to grant immediate relief to to tenants-at-will, pending 
their final recommendations which, by the very nature of this, difficult 
problem, will take some time before taking final shape. 


The work of Land Settlement is generally in arrears in our State, 
and only Settlement operations in hind are in the Kulu Sub- Division 
Settlements in most of thse othr districts are overdue, and it is intended 
to take them up after the rehabiliation of displaced rural persons has 
been satisfactorily completed, 


The recent favourable rains have eased the fodder scarcity which 
was felt from November 1948, onwards. The ban which was then 
imposed on the export of folder, however, still continues, but the Deputy 
Jommissioners have been asked to maike recommendations to Government 
for the export of fodder outside the State wherever there are surplus 
quantities available for export. 


Local Government Department , 


In the field of Local Self-Government two distinct and divergent 
tendencies have been noticed of late. It is bat natural for local talent 
and local enthusiasm to look for greater opportunities io the field of 
Local Self-Governmant. On the other hand, Government have been 
urged at tines to supersede inefficient municipalities. One wonld have 
thought that the tendency normally should be for a progressive policy of 
decentralization of authority, more particularly in the matter of social and 
economic well-being of the people, so.as to give greater freedom and power 


to local bodies to serve the inhabitants of the areas where they function. 


Perhaps, we need a complete re-orientation of the system of Local Self- 
Government as at present worked in India. Most leaders of public 
Opinion in the country are agreed that in vitalizing the system of Pan- 


chayats we would he laying the foundation of healthier system of Loreal - 


Self-Government, more in keeping with our ancient geuius, and in the 
present session of the Assembly, Government propon to put up a 
Panchayat Bill for the establishment of “Paachayat Raj” in the Punjab. 
At the same time the necessary and urgent reform catled for in the ex- 
isting set up of our Local Self-Government is not being lost sight of. 
Elections to Local Bodies will, in future; be strictly on the basis of 
Joint Electorates It has also been decided that, asa rite Local Bo- 
dies will have elected Presidents or Chairmen. The sys'em of nomina- 
tions to Local Bodies will be abolished ¿xset for a few official represe. 

tatives who would be debarrud from voting vu any matter that has to 
be d-cided by the casting of votes. 


Forest Department 


An area of 6,663 acres along the Sutlej River in the Ludhiana 


“dist: "ict and 4,264 acres in the Bet Areas of Gurdaspur district has been 


placed at the disposal of the Forest epartioant for raising shisham 
and other plantations. Of this 280 acres have already been planted 
with shisham and itis planned to stock the entire area with fuel wood, 
shisham and mulberry plantations.in the course of the next tea years. 
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The first aim is to plant shisl am because once that has been established 
muiberry, which prefers overLead shade of shisham, will be easy to 
introduce. 


The House is, no doubt, aware of our “Tree Planting Day” and 
“Tree Planting Week” observed throughout the State in August 1949, | 
in which lakhs of tress wero planted not only by the Fore-t Department %4 
but by Disirıct Boards Municipal Commi'!t-es and the general public. K 
The seed!ings for this “Grow More Tree,” drive were sup lied free of 
charge by the Forest D'parı ment. Another similar week was ‘(bservid 
from the 26th of February to 4th of March 1950, fur winter sowings. “i 


Special attention is also being paid by the Forest Department to 
pharmaceutical gardens in the hills of Kangra and Ambala districts | 
Nor has rosin been neglected. the yieid cf which has been stepped up 
from 50/55 thousand maunds to about 65 thousand maunds per annum. 

This fetches a revenue of about Rs 12} lakhs te the State annually 
Other important activities of the Forest Department are the tackling : f 
Cho menace in the Holhsiarpur and Ambala districte, the work of scil 
conservation and reclamation of eroded lands. The problem of sand-drift, 
which is acute in the western portion o: the Hissar district, 1s also recciv- 


ing attention at the hands of this department. ' 


Rural Development Board 
| ae 

| In order to achieve real democracy it is felt that our rural areas, 
Villages, or a group of villages, must be organized ona self-sufficient and 
relf-governing basis through multi-purpose co-operative societies and grain 
banks which will plan their economic life on a decentraliz-d basis r: duc- 
ing the need for money economy to a minimum and restricting external 
trade to proved surpluses I have quoted the-e words almost exactly from 
the resolution which was passed at a Provincial Ministers’ Con'erénce 
held at Poona on the 3ist July and Ist of August 1946, 


We have in the Punjab set up a Board for this purpose, of which the 
heads of our Development and all Beneficent Departments ar» members. 
We have decieded to open a centre at Oel (District Hoshiarpur) where 
all development work will be carried out by the various Departments on 
the lines of the suggestions made by the Congress Economic Com- 5 
mittee. his Centre will be a training centre for werkers in village 
industries, basie education and other beneficent works, snd all the 
departments concerned will strat their work centres and de monstration 
centres atthis place. Our intention is that all the work that is to be 
done at Oel should be done on Co-operative lines, and a)l Developmen‘ 
and Beneficent Departments have been instruct: d—while tacilicg this 
work asa part of their normal activities—-to attach due importance to ” 
it. The basis of the whole scheme is to provide food, ck thing and : 
shelter for every villager and make a village, or a group of villages, self- 
sufficient as far as possible. Iris obvious that in the long run sucha 
scheme, if successful, will help more than anything else in raising the 
standard of living of our raga! population- 
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Publicity Department 
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Realizing the importance of publicity, Government had appointed 
a Reorganization Committee to advise them on tke desired set-up of’, 
their Publicity Dtpirmant, This Committeé conssted ‘of 'Shrima’ 1 Shauno l 
Devi,’ Surdar Dalip Singh Kang and Shri Viréndéa, ‘and;’in accordance 
p) with the report of ths Committee, Government have ordered the amal- 


le ra a ARI + lila, AEP Re AIP tare 
NT 
se 


gamation of the Publicity Department sane the-[nformation Bureau into 
one. It has also been decided to concentrate all publicity work under 
this amalgamated departmonc. Ac ins o: bhe.. advice of this Committee, 
Government: have also ordered the co: uien vtion of this Department.: s: 


3 E i? Fy og Ae pT sia oa aa oo Hol tte ‘oy CY at: 3 vo sy og a : 
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: | Among the normal work of- this © ‘Department may. be, 
mentioned the ` publishing. of ‘three inonthly journals, , .., ‘Our 
Punjab”, “Pradeep” and ` “Veer “Bhomi”.’ “Apert. ‘irom these 
o? rezular publica ions, some pi pamphlets like “One Step For- 
ague eaog EX ayy 3 $ 
b « ward” were also publish sa. In addition, this Department prodaced 


four-films known as “Puner-jeowan”, “Life ia a. Refugee Camp’ ,‘* : This 
is East Punjab”, and .‘‘Land-.Reclamation’’. -Work has been taken- in 
hand.on the production of some more flai, mail sdealing i egies 
More- Food ae pde ae T eat a hie 3 
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‘An: javore wing of our” ‘Pablicitys Dr D is the Economic 
Intelligence Organization. We have, now/ia embryo a Provincial: Intetli- ` 
gence Room attached to this Department whch will aim at«‘givitig 
information on up-to-date lines by preparing suitable charts and maps. 

To argiewe 4 me o- e K o 

Hon. Members must have read, with interest, the new pamphlet 
prepared by this Department which gives in a; nutshell all governmental 
activity, of any capers in the State. Z : TS E 

In the districts the field work of this Department: is in charge of 
one District Publicity Officer witha Publicity Van completely equipped 
with a Mobile Cinema Unit; a Loudspeaker set and a gramophone! Dur- 
ing the last'year the various District Publicity Officers. arranged nearly 
1,300 meetings (an average: of,100 : per -district) iœ which subjects like 
relations between the Police and the Public; Kashmir Situation Un- | 
touchability, Grow More Food, Use of National Flag-and Anthem, Ad db ? 
Education, “Small Savings Schemes, Anti-Black-mark-ting Propaganda, — 
Monopoly Procuremant Schemes, Pr hibition, Anti:coarraptioa Communists 

and Communalists, Citizenship, etc. ete were discussed. The Depirtmental 


HOA 


“= Cinema units arranged 512 sho vs during this period and these, as was to 
n% be expected, proved & great draw for the rural- population. 
i ‘Aap ae Fe Zweig t oS tte Pgs 2 e e 
2 One aaae o is boing om aintained in a Tahsii ana the idea y ‘ 
D is to make these Reading Rooms centres of information in rural areas, 
j and before long, it: hoped, that these: will become'a nucleus of Circulating i P 
$ Libraries for our rural p: pulation. About 20,000 books have been taken 
| over from the Custodian of Evacuee, Property, which wik, be made 
~~ available to these Kbraries. | l 
P e ° s do gai a oi t ie, y 


The Corn Bureau issued during the last: year. A, 320 press 
communiques, a notes and news items with their Urdu, Hud and 
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Gurmukhi, translations. In addition, the Bureau contributed over sixty 
special articles to various periodicals both inside and outside the state. 


A 


Economic and Statistical Organization 


i This Organization came into being only some months back. Its 
main ain is to collect and arrange’ ina readily assimilable form, detailed 
data in respect of all important subjects of economic importance to the 
State, cg, Trends in industrial production and commercial activity, 
lnter, P rovincial trade, Index Numbers, ete. etc., on the basis sfwhich 
alene could scund policy decisions be reached. 


Anti-Cocrupticn Committee 


A separate note on the Governinent’s campaign against corruption 
has been circulated to the bon. Members. That note gives detailed 
information on the werk done by the Anti- Corrupt on Committee, and I 
have no doubt that the hon, Members who have gone through that 
note will have noticed that the Committee has, on the whole, worked 
satisfactorily during the last year. Our aim is to continue this work with 


_ vigour and despatch so as to root out corruption altogether from our, 


Administration, 


Elections Department 


Our Elections Department has a huge task before it. Their work 
involves registering nearly 60 lakhs of voters in this State, several lakhs 
of whom are displaced persons. The work of preparation of electoral 
rolls, however, is procecding apace and we hope to be ready for the next 
elections by the end of 1950 or early 1951. 

But before-l close this review of governmental activity, F would 
be failing in my duty, if I did not pay here a tribute to the hard work 
and willing eo. operation of all Government servants (from the highest to 
the lowest) who made all that we have been able to accumpiish, possible. 
Loyal by tradition, disciplined by training. they often have to bear 
eriticisin in Silence and itis only right, therefore, that they should get 
their full measure of appreciation before this House. (Hear heur ) 


1950-51 


And now, T think I will not keep the Hon’ble Memb: rs waiting any 
longer for the Budget Estimates of 1950 51. Our Revenue Receipts tor 
the next year are estimated at Rs 16.18 crores and our Revenue 
}xpenditure at Rs. 16.14 crores, indicating asurplus of Rs. 4 Inkhs, 
(Hear, hear) This satisfactory result has been possible both by cutting 
down our expenditure and also by raising additional revenue. 


r 


So far as the raising of additional revenue is coneerned we have 
tighten d up all known loopholes in the ea iog tax structure and have 
also inercased the rate cf Sates Tax. In addition.the abiara rates have 
been raised by 50 per cont. The Accision to fncrease the Sales Tax was taken 
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last year, and its full effect will be during 1950-51. The decision to raise 
the water rates by 50 per cent was taken by Government some time in the $ 
middle of 1949. The three proposals affecting rural taxation before 
Government then were, (¢) the levy of income-tax on agricultural incomes, 
{at} the enhancement of land revenue, and (iii) an increase in water rates 
by 100 per cent. On the first of these proposals we had, in fact, a man- 
date -from the Union Government, but after a very full and detailed| 
scrutiny of all these proposals, Government only decided to raise the 
water rates by 50 per cent and dropped the other two proposals. 


I am aware, Sir, of the criticism to which this increase in water rates 
has, of lve, been subjected. Our water rates have been raised by 50 re 
cent—the Ù, P. by 40 per cent but, the U. P ’s rates prior to this 
increase were higher than ours. Though Government are convinced that 
this increase in water rates isa fair and equitable taxation, they have 
decided to set up a Resources and Retrenchment Committee of the House 
to go into the merits of the whole case and to Suggest—if they come t 
the conelus on that the incidence of this taxation is unfair—other sources 
of revenue or reduction in expenditure so that the budget remaing 
balanced. For the present we propose no other new taxes. (Hear, hear 

I can assure the Hon’ble Members that, on our part we have take 
pains din scrutinizing the departmental estimates, ond the axe has been 
appliei wherever it was possible to doso without lowering the admi 
nistratve efficieney of a department. 


And while I am conscious that we could have done far more for ou 
vatious departments—particularly the Beneficent ones—while I wish 
that we had more money that we could spend in the service of oufi 
displaced population: while I wish that we could give to the Punjab a 
network of roads and canals ; and while I am conscious, therefore of the 
many wants that still remain unfulfilled and many services that could 
well have been rendered in addition to what we are doing at persent, 
cannot but stress the words of political sagacity (unfortunately forgottey 
at times}, which stipulate that the provision of social services and 
amenities must follow and cannot precede the financial solvency of a State 
There is room fer quiet confidence that our finances are now in 
satisfactory way. We thought at one time that we would be a defici 
province and this deficit we did not expect to cover until the benefits o 
the Bhakra and Nangal were available to. the Punjab. The steady 
progress in our finances during the last two anda half years has been 
most heartening ona, to me personally, not only in my capacity as th 
Minister in-charge of the Finance portfolio, but as the Chief Minister a 
this Province. 


Our finances have been ably and’ well managed and for that 
Government’s thanks are due to S. Kartar Singh Malhotra, our Finang 
Secretary (Hear, hear), He has worked hard—very hard indeed—to achie 
financial stability for our State. His task has been arduous, such ¢ 
seldom falls to the lot of a Finance Secretary, and I am glad to say th 
he has divcharged his duties with efficiency and impartiality which co 
not have been improved upon, Able, alert, dignified, upright and .ou 
spoken, Mr. Malhotra has been a pillar of strength to the Administrati 
(Hear, hear; 
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(Chief Minister] 

My thanks are also due to Shri Gopal Das who came to us last year 
with a reputation for efficiency and industry. He has more than justified 
our expectations, and his vigilance over the P. W. D, finances has been 
of.immense help Shri Badri Nath Chopra, the othér Under-Secretary, 
has continued to maintain the hi gh ‘standard of efficiency | ‘attained by 
him. The two Assistant Secretaries, Shri Pyara Lal Khanna and Pandit 
Amar Chand; both of whom joine! the Financ> D:pactmont ducing the 

coutse of the year, have also done very useful work, an I so have in fact 
the rank and file of the Finance Department to all of whom I emvey 
Government’ sthanks, | 


f 
© < 


Our thanks ate also due to Shri R. C. Khanna, Accountant General, 
Punjab, and his office for the invaluable assistance rendered by them. 


And now, Sir, I close. That we have accomplished something under 
difficult conditions and in trying times will be conceded by those who 
review our work in retrospect. Our efforts have been great, but our 
nroblems greater, and our shortcomings and handicaps, by nv means, few. 
We strive for the service of the common man and for the pr. sperityv 
fthe Punjab. Towards the fulfilment of those ambitions each one of 
hs has to make his or her contribution. If we would all resolve to work 

little harder and thereby create a..tittle more wealth (visible or 
invisible) ;if we would learn to live disciplined lives and to Spend wisely ; 
if we would attempt to save as much as we can out of our income for the 
ood of the country as a whole —we could have contributed our bit to 
he solution of these problems ! 


Now, Sir, I beg to present the Rudget for the years 1950-51. 


Jar Hinp 


| The ae then adjourned till 2 2 pm. on Puesday, Idth March, 
1950, | 
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PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


FIRST SESSION OF THE FIRST PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE 


? ASSEMBLY. 
ji Tuesday, 14th March 1950. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Simla, at 2 p.m. 
of the Clock. Mr. Speaker (The hon. Sardar Kapoor Singh) in 
the Chair, 

: QUESTION HOUR, 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Sir, today the genera] discussion 
pi on the Budget has to take place, On a number of occasions in 
the past the question hour had been dispensed with on tbe days 
of general discussien. J, therefore, request that there be no 
À, questions to-day and tomorrow. 
l Mr. Speaker: It would be better if that is done because 
i I have received a note from the bon. Chief Minister thet he 
will not be able to reply to questions today as he is. feeling 
indisposed. lf tte House agrees, the question hour can be 
dispersed with. 

Minister for Labour; Government bas no objection. 

Mr. Speaker: it is not the question of Government 
having any objection. This can oriy be dine if the House has 
no objection. May 1 krow if it is the pleasvie of the House 

| that the questicn bcur be dispensed with today and tomorrow ¢ 
| Honourable Members: Yes 
“a ü Question hour was accordingly dispensed with. 
SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES. 
+ PRESENTATION. 
a 
-a Minister for Labour: (The hor. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad): 
I beg to present the Supplementary Estimaies, 1949-50 (Second 
* instalment). The demands made therein are made on tbe 
| recommendation of His Excellency the Governor. 
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PRIVILEGE MOTION. 
MISREPORTING BY NEWSPAPERS. 


Metha Ranbir Singh (Ludhiana and Ferozepore, General, 
Rural): Sir, I move— 


This Assembly regrets to note the false and perverted reporting 
in the Daily ‘Milap’ dated the llth March, 1950 with regard 
to the proceedings of this Assembly on the 9th march, 1950, 
As there has been a breach of privilege, this Assembly 
requests the hon. Speaker to take necessary steps so as to 
prevent a repetition of such a breach of privilege in future. 


The report begins with the words ‘Punjab Assembly men 
garma garmi. Speaker Sahib ne Mehta Ranbsr Singh ko House se 
nikal jane ka hukam de dia.’ 


While moving my privilege motion, I refer you to page 8l 
of May’s Parliametary Practice where it has been clearly laid 
down that if there is a breach of privilege, she Spesker may take 
action to safeguard th- privileges of the Members of the House. I 
am sure, Sir, that you as the rightful custodian of the rights and 
privileges of this hon. House will take suitable and proper 
action against tke rewspapers that have published wrong 
reports, You were pleased to remark yesterday that you will 
examine whether the misieporting in the papers was intentional 
or not. My submission is that the headlines which are published 
in the newspapers are clear enough 10 show that these papers have 
displayed indiscretion in publishing the reports «f the proceedings 
of this Assembly. I strongly protest against these headlines and 
as there bas been a clear bitach of privilege cf this House, I 
request you to take such action as you may deem proper to avoid 
this thing being repeated You will appreciate, Sir, that such 
reports are Jikely to be misconstrued by the pubiic outside who 
might attach exaggerated imprrtance 10o these wrong and perverted 
reporis. You were pleased to remark yesterday that such matters 
would ordinarily be decided by the Committee of Privileges when 
one such Committee is constituted. 1 seek your protection and 
request that till such time as the Committee is formed, ycu will 
take necessary steps to ensure that newspapers refrain from 
publishing such false reports. 


PRIVILEGE MOTION [7] 3 


Mr. Speaker: Iam glad to see that the hon. Members are 
| keen to protect their rights and privileges. They also want that 
i whenever there is a breach of privilege, some action should be taken- 

] So far as this incident is concerned, I have gone through practically 
—_ all the newspapers and in particular have seen the report in the 
newspaper mentioned by the hon. Member Honourable Members 
will appreciate that the newspaper Keporters have to take down the 
r proceedings of the House as a whole and it often happens as has 
been the case that has now been brought to the notice of the House 
that those reports are not cent. per cent. correct: There occurs 
sometimes omission of important facts and at others misreporting to 
a certain extent. In this particular case, if hon. Members were to 
~ o see the report, they will find that there has been misrepresentation 
, to some exteni but that is not at all intentional The hon. Member 
oe has drawn my attention to May’s Parliamentary Practice. On page 
117, hon. Members will find— 


So long as the debates are correctly and faithfully reported, the 
orders which prohibit their publication are not enforced; but 
when they are reported mala fide, the publishers of newspapers 
are liable to punishment. . 


The following are instances of misconduct in connection with the 
publication of debates which has been treated as a breach of 
a privilege; 


Publishing a false account of proceedings of the House of Lords. 


In this particular case it cannot be said that false account has 
been published. Tren: ` 


re Publishing scandalous misrepresentation of what had passed in 
either House or what had been said in the debate. 
Publishing gross or wilful misrepresentations of particular Mem- 


f 
, bers’ speeches, 
i 
oo And soon After going through the proceedings as published 
: in the ‘Milap’ and some other papers also I am of the opinion that 


the report was neithera scandalous misrepresentation of what had 
passed in the House nor a gross or wilful misrepresentation of 
any Members’ speech. Unfortunately the circumstances that day 


were such that I also was forced to use certain words and expressions 
| which to some extent were not quite proper. Reports in some of 
= ° the newspapers lead to the conclusion that it was I who asked the 
# hon. Member to ‘get out’ of the Assembly Chamber although the 
i facts were quite different as the hon Member himself withdrew from 
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the Chamber. In spite of all that I do not think that the report in 
any way tantamounts to a breach of privilege 


However, there can be cases where breach of privilege might | 
take place. What remedy have we got? So far, privileges or their | 
breach have not been defined which can only be done by an Act of | 
the Legislature. Unless that is done and powers are taken by law ° 
to punish those who are guilty of breach of privilege or to summon | 
any person before a Committee appointed for the purpose, we are a4 
not in a position to take any effective steps. 


In regard to the particular case that is now before the House, my E 
own view is that since no prima facie case has been made out against 
the newspapers and since there has been no breach of any privilege 
it would be better to drop the matter. | Ks 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Sir, you as the Speaker of this 
Assembly are the rightful custodian of the rights and privileges of 
this hon. House. I think something should be done to deal = 
with the particular incident that has been brought to the notice of 
: this House If the fact of misreporting had been brought to the 
| notice of the pressman concerned, I am sure he would not have 
| hesitated to publish some sort of correction in the paper. The 
hon. Member concerned would, | think, have been more than satisfied 
if that were done. But since that has not been done, 1 would request 
you, Sir, to take it upon yourself to dispose of this matter as best as 
you like Jf you consider it right and necessary, you might send for 
the pressman concerned and tell him to make amends by issuing 
| some sort of contradiction in the paper or adopting any other course 
| which you might consider just and proper and ask him to be more s 


careful in future. 


Mr, Speaker :—I am thankful for the suggestion of the hon. 
Member and shall do whatever I can in regard to this matter. 


` 

Honourable Members, I take this opportunity of bringing one 
important fact to the notice of the Housse. On a number of 
occasions I find that when Members give notices of questions and 
resolutions, those very questions and resolutions appear in the press 
before they are admitted At times I find that when certain ques- 
tions and resolutions are submitted to me for being admitted, those 
very questions and resolutions are published in the papers. That is a 
practice which I would very much like to discourage After all there à 
are certain duties and obligations which rest upon the accredited 


O iginal with; 
P djab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 


Í 


a te at are a a a ‘nian * ma 


Original with; 

Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 
Panjab Darii 


PRIVILEGE MOTION [7] 5 


representatives of the people of the State. I hope that the hon. 
Members will not rush to the pres for publishing questions and 
resolutions before they are admitted. 


One request I have to make to press representatives also. 
I want co-operation from them and would expect that nothing 
which might be a reflectio. upon this bon. House as a whole 
or upon any individual rember in the discharge of his duties should 
find a place in the papers. I would request them not to do anything 
which might in any way offend aga‘nst the rules of this House or which 
might be considered as a breach of the privileges of the Assembly. 


As has been suggested by Shri Bhim Sen Sachar, I bring to the 
notice af the Press representatives what has been said onthe 
floor of the Howse regarding the incident which took place on 
the 9th March. I would *lso request them to be careful in 
future so that such incidents are rot misrepresented in the Press. 


ALLOTMENT OF TIME FOR GENERAL DISCUS- 
SION (:F BUDGE! AND DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal: sir, you are ore of the oldest Members 
of this Asse mbly and you are aware that there was a very healthy 
convention that when the Budget was presented to this House by 
the Finance Minister, we were given sore time to study it before 
it was discussed generally. This time, however, I find that no 
time has been given to usto look into this Budget and I feel that 
it will not be possible for uz to do full justice to the contribution 
that we are going to make during the course of the dekate. l fail 
to understand the reason that has led the Leader of the House to 
make a departure from that healthy convention and 1 think the 
Hovse has a righ: to know the reason from him. 


Mr. Speaker: Wher this programme was being drawn up. I 
also noticed this point and wished that some time should be given 
to the hon Members to look into the Budget before the general | 
discussion started. I myself feed that as in the case of Supplementary 
Estimates, two or three days should intervene between the pre- 
sentation of the Budget and its general discussion. Honourable 
Members are, I think, aware that the House has to frame its own 
rules and can suggest any alterations in the existing rules and when 
that 's being done. this question can also be taken up. In Parlia- 
ment the case is quite different as there, days are allotted by the 


dl 
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[Mr. Speaker: } 
Speaker in consultation with the Leader of the House but here 


allotment of time is made by His Excellency the Governor. As 


a matter of fact, I myself could make the necessary alteratibn 
in the Rules but I did n t think it proper 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: You would have vindicated the 
rights of the House, had you done it. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: When are the rvles to be 
amended ? 


Mr. Speaker: When the Estimates Committee is appointed, 
it v ould be given powers to suggest and make the necessary altera- 
tions after going through the rules, 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: The rules are already there. 
Mr. Speaker: They can be amended by the House. 


Srdar Bachan Singh: This time General Administration 
and some other important demands are not to be discussed. May 
I ask whether discusstor will be cenfined only to those demands 
which have been chosen by the Chief Minister or discussion can 
also take place on other demands ? 


Mr, Speaker: ‘uring the Unionist regime the Leader of 
the House and the Leader of the Opposition after mutual discussion 
used to decide as to which of the Demands were to be discussed ard 
that practice was followed for a number of years. This time» 
however, I have received a notice from the office that the Leader 
of the House has intimated that such and such Demands would be 
taken up for discussion and so far there has been no formal 
opposition to this Anyway, the Government has taken up 5 
Demands for discussion and there are two days for the general 
discussion. Although on general discussion only the general 
principle of the Budget can be discussed yet I wil) pot insist on 
that rue strictly and will allow hon. Members to discuss general 
administration or any other particular demand that they might 
like to discuss. 

Mehta Ranbir Singh: As you bave rightly said, Sir, that the 
Leader of the Hou-e h mself has decided as to which «t the Demands 
arc going to be taken up ard there has been no formal Opposition. 
may I know whether, if we suegest some other demands to be taken 
up, our suggestion wili be giver due weight ? 


ALLOTMENT OF TIME FOR GENERAL DISCUSSION OF [7] 7 
BUDGET AND DEMANDS FOR GRANT 


Mr. Speaker :—This question can be raised when we begin 
with the demands for Grants. Let the House now proceed with the 
general discussion of the Budget. 


GENERAL DISCUSSION GF THE BUDGET, 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma (Southern Towns, General, Urban) 
(Hindi): Mr. Speaker, I have to perform a very important though 
apparently an unpleasant task. In a democratic Government, to the 
creation of which the hon. Chief Minister referred during the course 
of his speech, it is essential that all the shortcomings and defects 
in the Government should be brought to its notice. As you know, 
Sir, the Chief Minister performed the duties of the Leader of the 
Opposition for a long time. Though you and the Leader of the House 
have fled from this field, yet I have still to perform~that task, 
the most important one 


Minister for Local self Government and Labour : They, 
are occupying their proper places. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Opposition is sometimes offered 
with a view to weaken and defeat the existing Government, so that 
another party may take its place and prove its fitness to serve the 
country in a better way. Those days are gone and that cannot be 
the object of the Opposition now. Sometimes the object of 
offering opposition is to reveal the inner working and weakness of the 
group in power so that there might be improvement in the change of 
Ministry from within, but at this time even that is not my intention. 
I intend to discuss this Budget with a view to show it to the Govern- 
ment and particularly to the Members of this House, that the 
situation is not so bright as it has been depicted in the one-sided 
picture presented to them. If all the real or imaginary good features 
of a situation are collected together and presented to the public, it 
is likely to create a false impression on their minds. I wish to place 
the real picture before the House, so that any such false impression 
an may disappear, some hon. Members might think that as it is 

a popular Governmeni and they have their own representatives in it, 
it would not be essential to say certain things, It is very likely that 
on account of those considerations, they might not say things which 
they would have otherwise said. In this connection I am reminded 


of a couplet— 
i at aq È Ü ana Gat ag Gert m adi ar 
A guU dd Tt AWS UAE BI yarda wA? a 


Original with; * 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 


Pan Ladaga 


|7] 8 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVA ASSEMBLY [| 14th March 1950. | 


| [Pandit Shri Ram Sharma | 
The real feelings of a person are known, even if he keeps silent 
about them. 
I offer my customary congratulations to the hon, Chief Minister 
on his presenting this Budget. It was reported in the Press that 
| there was great applause on its presentation but there might be some 


| exaggeration in these reports. On studying the Budget, one would es 
find that the picture painted by the Government is very deceptive, | 
The speech delivered by thehon. Chief Minister and the address e ~ 


delivered by His Excellency the Gove:nor a few days back are likely 
to create a false impression on the minds of the public. Some hon. 
Members of this House might have been led to believe that our State 
is free from all worries, difficulties and dangers. An interesting device a 
| has been applied for creating such an impression. I wish to point out, = 
Sir, that just as a good impression can be created by putting together 
all the good features in a certain thing, just the reverse would be the 
. case if all its weak points and defects are collected and placed together. | 
Next I want to submit that the impression created by going nn 


tbrough the Budzet and seeing at newspapers which have acclaimed 
it in head lines, is deceptive. The appearance is different from 
reality. At this stage I am reminded of a verse of Ghalib although 
J am putting it a bit altered tə suit the occasion l don’t think there 
is any poet in this House and as regards Shri Prithvi Singh Azad, he 
is a poet in name only. That verse is— 

ta wee a at fea mat È acs qa | 

aa aama E fe atarc ar emt wear Èn 


wea afos A A feu wet Ò ead Has 
JH AHeS F fa fwa a oe wel ð 


Similarly, from the outward appearance of the patient we are 
led to believe that he is better while in reality it 1s not so. The 
impression given by the Budget speech creates an illusion of 
excellence. Asa result of this kind of falsification, the real disease 
remains unattended. But I may say that a disease like T. B., if not 
attended to in the very beginning proves fatal afterwards. Similarly 
if this House and this State remain under the illusion that all is 


| right, the consequences would be most disastrous. 3t is, therefore, 
necessary that we should harbour no illussion. It is but right that 
| we should know that we are sitting at the top of a volcano. Jf we 
ignore this hard fact, the result would be the same which history has 


| been showing and is being demonstrated in actual practice else- 
where even to-day. 
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Before going into the figures of the Budget, I would like to 
submit that our Ministry and the hon. Ministers are very weak while 
the officials are arrogant and head strong. Consequently the people 
are getting crushed in this race of politics, in which some fall down 

ae while others get on. (Interruption). 


Shri Virendra: There are others who just miss getting on. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: hi: is also correct. Some of 
us just miss riding and thus save ourselves, l am perhaps one of 
them, but those who have fallen down are restless like my hon. 
friend Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt who is just now interrupting me. 
As a result of this, the condition of the Government is precarious. 


I have, already, pointed out, Sir, that the time given to us for 
the study of this bulky Budget is very short, ¢, e. less than 20 hours 
as you yourself feel. 1 however hope that in future such a thing 
would not happen. Besides i have another grievance. 1 have been 
a member of the Assembly for a pretty long time; but I remember 
no occasion when the General Administration was left out of discussion 
But this time it figures nowhere in the programme of discussion on 
the Budget agenda. | don’t remember such a thing having happened 
at any time in the past in the days of Governments which we con- 
sidered most reactionary. Instead of General Administration, small 
and unimportant Departments such as Food Procurement and Grow 
More Food Campaign have been included in the programme of 
discussion. lf General Administration which is the root of all other 
Departments is not allowed to be discussed, J] don’t know what good 
it would be to discuss the Budget at all lf our Government is not 
prepared to listen to the criticism of its policy, I think our freedom 
would be worse than slavery. I hope.that such a thing would be 
avoided in future. 


Another grievance that 1 have is regarding the answering of 
questions by the hon Ministers. They give evasive replies just as 
their prototypes did in the days gone by. I know, Sir, that you are 
not to blame, although you sometimes shield the hon. Ministers 
whenever there is excitement in the discussion. 


Mr. Speaker : No such remarks. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: It isa reflection on the Chair, Sir. 
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Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: No reflection is made. Further 
more, Sir, we see that the Budget shows surplus for the next year, 
Not only that, it seems to have worked miracles even in regard to 
previous years. During the year 1948-49, it was estimated to have 4 
big deficit of Rs. 6 crores and 69 lakhs. Afterwards the Revised 
Budget Estimates were prepared, and the deficit was shown to be 
Rs 10 crores and-88 lakhs. in this way, our hon. Finance Minister 
at first thought that the deficit would be to the tune of Rs. 6 crores 
and 69 lakhs and afterwards it was shown to be Rs. 10 crores and 
88 lakhs, But actually, it is now shown that there is a surplus 
of Rs. 1 crore and 15 lakhs. Such a strange budgetting, I must say 
such a surprise, has hardly been witnessed in any other Govern- 
ment. Who knows that the surplus of Rs. 4 lakhs shown inthe 
estimates of the next year, might rise to a surplus of Ks. 25 crores 
afterwards. I admit that our hon. Chief Minister is not an astrologer, 
although he makes use of that science of astrology. But I am ata 
loss to understand such budgetting. If this state of affairs continues, 
the preparation of Budgets and discussion thereon wouid become 
meaningless in future. Sir, Im my opinion, there appears 
to be no sense in it In those days , there might have 
been in uncertain conditions prevailing in our province 
which did not allow us to think and guese clearly. But 
even after that I find no change for the better. The budget for 
1949-50 anticipated a deficit of Rs. 8,55 lakhs, The revised 
estimates however ~howed a surplus of its 41 lakbs The final 
accounts are yet to come. Although originally a deticit of about 
eight-crores anda half was anticipated, now it ts said that the 
question of any deficit does not arise at all. Are these the 
estimates that our experts make? \Vhatis there for us to gloat 
over? Of the total saving, asum of is 3,60 lakhs is due to the 
change in the classification of expenditure from revenue section 
to capital section of account. Is this an achievement for 
which the Government should be applauded? A further big 
saving has been effected by stopping gratuitous relief to displaced 
persons living in general relief camps. Should we take it that 
the condition of the displaced persons living in such camps has 
improved ? Far from it Only those persons know the pangs o 
poverty and helplessness who experience such misfortunes. We 
cannot imagine the condition of those persons who are living in the 
camps ; only trey know it. 
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Another saving has been made by postponing some of the civil 
werks for wibch provision was originally made. It is a strange 
saving fora Government to make. In this way we can stop all the 
construction of roads etc. and say here is the amount we have saved ; 
the whole of the revenue can be saved if the Government stops 
all its beneficent activities. But, Sir, a good Government should 
never resort to such savings. It isa matter of regret that expendi- 
ture on National Volunteer Corps has been reduced by rupees twenty 
| five lakhs. Asa matter of fact the Corps was constituted to saciafy 
an important need of the State. Has that need been satisfied ? I 
don’t think we have been able todo so. In fact, our Government 
has failed in this matter and at last it has come out with a saving 
of rupees twenty five lakhs before the public to conceal its failure- 
Another saving of two crores on which our Government might take 
pride is really a reduction in the expenditure on Relief and 
Kehabiltitation due to reimbursement by the Union Government. 


Now I wish to let hon. Members know as to how the 
Revenue Receipts have been increased. Some of this increase is due 
to the fact that during this year remissions in land reveuue have 
been reduced. Does it mean that the farmers in the 
state have become se prosperous that they do not stand in need 
of any such remission? I dont think their conditions have improved 
to that extent. On the other hand recently we have noticed that the 
conditions of small farmers especially tenants have deteriorated. 


Another increase in the receipts is due to Sales Tax which has 
contributed about fifty lakhs of rupees. ít is, in fact, an indirect 
tax which falls mainly on the poor. Had its incidence been on 
the rich we would not have minded. Bu, Sir, the burden falls on 
the poor and hence this source of income is quite unjustified. 


Now Sir, let me analyse the budget for the year 1950-31. The 
surplus of four lakhs has been achieved by starving the beneficent. 
departments and by increasing the income of the State with Sales 
Tax the incidence of which as I have already stated falls upon the 
por and by increasing 80% abiana on the cultivator. Farmers 
are greatly agitated on account of the increase in water rates and 
in order to tone down this agitation a way out has been discovered 
The matter has been referred to the Resources and retrencement 
Ccmmittee which has been asked to find out whether other ways» 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 


Panjab aime 


i 
| 
l 
| 


y] with; 
Vidhan Sabha 
led by; 


7] 12 PUNJAB L&G SLATIVE ASSEMBLY [14th March, 1950. 
[Pandit Shri Ram »harma] 


can be discovered which can give the state an equal income, It is 
a novel procedure. Can any tax which has been imposed once be 
withdrawn so socn? I don’t find any such instance in any other 
country. Of course, I know that for a Government it ıs quite 
necessary to resort to taxation. But the taxes should be equitably 
distributed. Iam not against the idea of taxation as such ‘What 
I wish tosubinit is that Government should see that the taxes are 
equitable and they are so distributed that their burden does not 
fall unduly upon any one section of the population. I would not 
mind this surplus budget which has been made by resorting to 
these taxes if corresponding efficiency is obtained in the adminis- 
tration of affairs. But I find no such improvement. Government 
is quite justified in having a sum of rupees one crore provided it 
returns to the people even one tenth in the form of improved 
efficiency in administration and service to the people at large. I: 
should improve the lot of the poor people by removing their 
diffculties and troubles. But what we find is that while in that 
direction nothing important and useful has been achieved, the 
burden of taxes upon the poor has increased. This is not the 
state of affairs on which the House can feel delighted. 1 am 
not an expert in the matter of making budgets but still I can claim to 
understand something about them. I must say for the benefit of 
those who might be misled that during the last two years and a ,half 
we have takena loan of more than thirty one crores. Well, Sir, 
during the years 1947, 1948 and 1949, the Government burdened 
itself with loans to the tune «f Ks. two crores, 10 crores and 
about 12 crores respectively. Not only this THEN there are 
temporary loans which it floated in 1947 this type of loan stood 
at the figure of Ks two crores and in 1948 at Rs. five crores. Since 
I do not claim myself to be an expert in economics, I ask what these 
temporary loans are. Does it mean that a temporary loan is not to 
be repaid? Or is it not like a regular loan, recovery of which can 
be made through attachment warrants? So the nature of the debt 
amounting to seven crores of rupees is not clearly understandable but 
itis there. Then in 1950 our Government incurred another debt It 
floated a loan of Rs. three crores. Besides this, the Central Govera- 
ment spent Rs. 124 crores on its account and yet the debt into 
which the Government went headlong, knows no bounds. Then the 
Government had prepared an estimate for Bhakra Dam Project 
amounting to Rs 14 crores, but now that estimate has been reduced 


e 


i 
» 


t 
muo 


GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET [7] 13 


to Rs. 6 croresand I! am not aware whether this money has been 
made available to them or not. Sir, whatI wantto drive at is that 
after hearing the high sounding buget speech of the hon. Finance 
Minister, the House should not run away with the impression that all 
. is well on the financial front of the State and that the Government is 
quite solvent. Iam of the opinion that it is merely through jugglery 
of figures and words that an endeavour has been made to hoodwink the 
people into the belief that Government is financially sound, You are 
perhaps aware, Sir, that such jugglery of figures was practised by the 
previous Governments also. They would sell national assets like the 
Nazul lands and swell their finances and thus in the beginning of every 
year they would present a surplus budget io the legislature. My hon. 
Friend Chaudhri Suraj Mal would remember that this went on for 
several years during the regime run by men of his ilk But this habit 
did not come to an end with the ending of the previous regimes. Our 
Government is also treading on these very foot prints left by the 
previous Governments in the matter of manipulation of Budget figures. 
Well, Sir, I have made an attempt to show to the hon. Members as to 
what is the actual position of our State finances. My object in 
making this analysis is that my hon. Friends should not carry the im- 
pression of soundness and stability of the finances of our State. The 
only silver lining or the redeeming feature that I find in their proposal 
for the general benefit of the State, is that they are determined to see 
the Bhakra Dam Project through. But T am constrained to remark 
that t can exonerate neither this Government from the charge of 
remissness Or gross negligence, nor the Central Government for its 
parsimoniousness in the grant of money towards the completion of 
this scheme In this connection I may point out that through the 
l courtsey of ań hon. Minister of the previous ministry, 1 had the oppor- 
tunity of having some insight into the work which is being executed 
in regard to the Bhakra Dam. I saw with my own eyes how the 
p massive tunnels were being dug out by tearing the heart of the moun- 
tains. lthink all those persons or the members of the Assembly who 
are interested in the early materialisation of the Bhakra Dam and who 
saw things for themse]ves, must have felt a little satisfaction outwardly 
but inwarldy they must have been disappointec, like me, at the slow 
speed with which the work was being carried out. Iam of the 
opinion that the present progress of the work does not hold out 
any bright expectation of its early completion. It appears that it 
will take some ten to fifteen years before this much needed project 
is completed. 
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. Then a mention has been made of a provision of several crores 
of rupees for Irrigation. Since this demand for grant has been 
selected for discussion of the House, I need not dilate upon it. If 
I get an opportunity or some other hon. Member catches the eye 
of the hon. Speaker on that day, thena flood of light will be thrown 
on the subject But | would like to discuss those important depart- 
ments which have not been included in the list of demands, which 
will come up for discussion during the next few days. As 
no opportunity will be found to discuss some I take them up 
now. The first thing to which I would like to invite the attention of 
the House is this. Let me begin with a quotation from the address 
of His Excellency the Governor, which he delivered to this 
Assembly the other day. If necessary I would also quote from the 
budget speech of the ho:. Chief Minister to show the true state of 
affairs obtaining in the Punjab and also to remove any misunder- 
standing that may have been caused to the hon. Members by the 
so called bright picture presented by him. During the course of his 
address, His Excellency remarked as follows :— 


It isan axiom of administration that the permanent services are 
the instrument of Government for executing its policies, and 
to the extent that public servants of all grades are not 
efficient. disciplined, impartial. honest, contented and 
progressive, to that extent the implementation of policies 
will be defective. 

In other words the principle underlying the task of running 
administration is that permanent services are the chtef means of 
executing the policies of the Government, and that the more efficient 
disciplined and honest these services are, the more easy will it be 
to carry out the policies of the Government. In other words the 
implementation of Government policies is directly proportional to 
the efficiency of the permanent services. If there is no lacuna 
in the services, it will be reflected in the efficient execution of 
Government policies. So unless the services inculcate the qualities 
enumerated by His Excellency the policies of the Government 
can never be carried out flawlessly. I very much appreciate the 
words of His Excellency because these great words come from a 
great man. But continuing he remarked :— 

My Government therefore regards the progressive improvement 
of the administrative machinery of the State as one of its 
important tasks, and 1 would like here to give it as my personal 
opinion based on knowledge that our administration is 
improving steadily. 
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His Excellency is of the opinion that steady improvement is 
taking place in the administration. But 1 de not see what speed is 
being maintained for making improvement in it. Again this is 
news to me that progressive improvement of administrative 

$ g machinery is considered tobe one of its important tasks. I submit 
that there is nothing new in it. I feel it is the bounden duty of 
every Government to keep the administrative machinery in order 
and ever efficient. Then I have serious apprehensions about the 
administration being steadily improved. 1 wonder if the present 
administration will ever be improved. In this connection I am re 
minded of a Persian conplet which aptly applies to the ocrasion. 


es F eag Heat gers adt ag | (Applause). 
ef furs wz How WAS AS’ | 


I may point out that there is little foundation in the statement 

that administration is steadily improving. Jt will not be an exagge- 
ration if I say that i! is an administration which is rotten to the core 
(Applause.) Asa matter of fact I do admit that the Governor like the 
King can really do na wrorg. It seems that he has been kept in the dark 
3 pm. so far as the progressive improvement of the 
administrative machinery of our State is concerned, and I have 
no hesita ion in saying that our Ministry is entirely responsible for 
no‘ placing the true picture of our administrative machinery before 
him. In fact it is an open secret that the Governor cannot be held 
directly resporsible for the existing state of affairs in our State where 
it is difficult, rather impossible, to fird even the shadows of efficiency, 
discipline, impartiality and honesty. If public servants were efficient, 
è disciplined, impartial and honest, [am sure conditiens in our State 
would have been quite different and far, far better than those which we 
have at present in our State. Itis not therefore right to say that 
steady pre gress has been made in the generel efficiency of the services. 


Fvrther His Ecxellency the Governor has in the course of his 
. Address pointed out, ; 


On behalf of my Government, I take the opportunity of paying 
them a tribute for their unflinching loyalty and steadfast 
devotion. 


ene It is an erroneous conception entertained by His Excellency the 
Governer that the highly placed officials of the: Government are dis- 
charging their duties efficiently. In my opinion whatever in 
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efficiency we find in the services is all due to their fault. Under the 
circumstances there seems 10o be no justification on the part of His 
Excellency the Governor to pay such glowing tributes to the high 
officials. Further His Excellency has pointed out :— 


Corruption is still prevalent though it is the considered opinion 
of my Government that it has been brought under a great 
measure of control. 

This is the considerad opinion of my hon. Friends occupying 
the Treasury Benches’ This is the settled view of those four hon. 
Ministers who are at present in their seats and the two other colleagues 
who are not present in their seats. It is their settled view that corrup- 
tion in our State has been brought under a great measure of control. 
Ido not hold His Excellency the Governor responsible for what he 
has said and done. Our Mantri Mandal (Cabinet) has put these 
words regarding corruption into his mouth and he has expressed 
these very words as best as he could. He has done whathe has 
been asked to do and has thus acted according to the instructions’ 
of our Mantri Mandal. Perhaps by using the words “‘great measure’ 
it is meant that more ‘han 70% of corruption has been brought 
under control. l have already congratulated the Hon. Chief 
Minister on presenting the Budget. Although I do not find 
anything worth appreciation in it, still I take the opportunity of 
congratulating him once again as according to the traditions one has 
to observe such formalities. But I cannot do without saying that these 
things which I have already quoted from the Address of His Excel- 
lency are far remote from reality. Further ithas been mentioned 
in his Address :— 


It is not the Government alone which can make the services 
fully perfect. 

In my opinion His Excellency the Governor is not right in 
saying this that Government alone cannot make the services effective: 
These are nothing but old conservative ideas. Such things have 
happened in the past and during those old days when there was 
only one-man rule and wher one man ruled as he pleased. But 
now are the days of democracy. Now it is the people who rule. 
Now we have Government of the people; by the people and for 
the people. Now the sovereignty of the State does not rest with one 
man, but it rests with the people. The public is very much disgusted with 
the attitude of the Government in general] and the services 1n particular, 
and wherever we go we are æsked by the people whether this was the 
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kind of ‘Lok Raj’ for the establishment of which they strived and 
struggled all through their lives. While accepting and recognizing 
the principle of Democracy it has been further mentiondin the 
Address :— 


PEA the publie in general and you, their representatives 
can do a great deal to assist Government in this sphere, 


There is no doubt about it that public and their representatives 
can do a great deal to assist the Government not only in putting 
an end to corruption but also in allthe spheres of Governmental 
activities. But what we have to see is whether public and 
their representatives have ever been asked to assist the Government. 
No such efforts have ever been made to consult them and the pity 
of it is that they are kept ata long distance. Under the circum- 
stances there seems to be no justification in saying this that the 
public and the representatives can do a great deal to assist the 
Government, Again it is mentioned in the Address :—- 


My Government is confident that this help which can be rendered 
in various ways will be forthcoming without stint, 


I am realiy surprized as to how this help will be forthcoming 
when the public and the real representatives are kept at a long 
distance and when their presence is no longer tolerated by them. 
I would like to request the hon. Ministers not to deceive 
themselves by putting such words in the mouth of His Excellency 
the Governor It will not be out of place to mention here that 
people outside are already disgruntled and discontented with the 


.Government and they hate it like anything They despise the very 


@ 


name of the Government and the very party which is at its back I 
have never experienced in my life people hating the Government 
so much. 1? cannot say if under such conditions Government would 
receive any assistance or co-operation from the people and their 
representatives. I cannot also say if under these conditions our 
Government would be successful in running the administration of 
our State. Here I cannot do without quoting a few lines from the 
Budget Speech of the hon. the Chief Minister. It is given there :— 


Our aim is to continue this work with vigour and despatch so 
as to root out corruption altogether from our administration. 


_ Here the hon. Chief Minister wants to assure us that 
he and his colleagues would root-out corruption altogether from our 
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city cnl a few cases out of a img> pile. This does not mean 
that corruption is confined to my district alone, though I can give 
State. biere lam reminded of a story. Once some musicians were 
carrying a bier of music and they passed through the palace of 
Aurungzeb. They did this with some purpose. It was their intention 
that by doing so, they would be able to make their Emperor, who 
being deadly against music himself had prohibited singing of any 
music in every nook and corner of his Empire, realize that his policy 
had resulted in depriving them of their source of livelihood. While 
passing through the Palace, they were stopped by Aurangzeb who was 
peeping through a window. He enquired from them as to where they 
were going. He was informed by them that they were carrying the 
bier of music. On hearing this, he asked them to dig deep into the 
earth and place the bier in such a way that it may not raise its ugly 
head again from its last slumber. He laid much stress upon this point 
that it should be buried so deep that there may be no pesibilities for 
its resurrection. In the same way our Chief Minister has determined 
to root out corruption in our State Here I wish te bring this point 
home to the hon. members of Mantri Mandal in general and the 
hon Chief minister in particular (CHAUDHRI SURAJ Mat: It is 
Bakri Mandal} I did‘ net say so. l said Mantri Mandal. 
However, I wish to bring this point home to them that they may 
or may not succeed in rooting out corruption in our State, but 
they have already rooted out the very principles of congress and 
our cherished cesires to see our province happy and prosperous. 


Then the hon. Chief Minister stated that he would be failing in 
his duty if he did not pay a tribute to the hard work and willing 
co-operation of all Government servants, high and low, who made 
it possible for the Governmeat to achieve so much by their unflinch- 
ing loyalty and power to bear all kinds of criticism in silence and 
with good grace. Sir. with double the force, nay even with a force 
greater than that, I would praise 10 per cent. of the services, but 
10 per cent only and would congratulate them too. As to the 
remaining 90 pe cent. of chem, 1 beg to differ from the hon. Chief 
Minister’s opinion, Sir, our difficulty is that if we just refer to the 
cases of corruption without going into details, we are told that it 
is no uce making vague allegations, but if on the other hand we 
give fu'] details, we are criticized for narrating long stories So in 
order to escape this dilemma-creating situation, I have decided to 
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cite only a few cases out of a huge pile. This does not mean that 
corruption ig confined to my district alone though I can give 
only those instances about which I have persenal knowledge. But 
these instances will clearly act as an eye-opener and wiil be only a 
few of their kind. These will, however, give the House an idea 
of the magnitude of the problem So far as I think, every 
member of the House must be having knowledge of such cases 
occurring in his ‘tdaga’ and if everyone starts narratirg them, I think 
the session will have to be extended to 3lst May instead cf 31st 
March and even then it is doubtful if this narration would come to 
an end, and, Sir, your patience too wovld be exhausted. Now I don’t 
want to take much time of the House. 


Mr Speaker: The hon. Member has already taken 45 minutes. 
Chaudhri Lahri Singh: But his speech is very interesting, Sir. 


Sardar Shiv Saran Singh: Sir, a large number of members 
want to participate in the debate. 1 therefore request that a time 
limit should be fixed. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Sir, since your association with 
this Legislature is several years’ old, you must be well aware, though 
those who are new comers may not be knowing it, that the member 
who initiates the Budget discussion is given more time to speak than 
others. If I have risen to speak criticising ‘he (Government, it js 
but ratural to expect that I shall say something in detail. If the 
House thinks I have taken more time than I should have, I will 
resume my seat But I must sav that it is a well-established con- 
vention in the Parliaments of «ther democratic countries to allow 
the member speaking after the Budget sp*ech, at least as much 
a: is taken in reading it, if not more. And then we have had 
hardly twenty-fcur hours to study ıt. 


Sir, it is no doubt true that in democratic countries like 
Britain, services are a permanent element of the Government 
Whether the Labour party comes into power or the Conservatives, 
the services remain unaffected and cortinue carrying out the policy 
of the Government of the day. Such political changes as are 
brought about by elections do not have any effect on them. But, 
Sir, it is also equally true that if the countries which freed them- 
selves from the foreign yoke had even after attaining independence, 
continued with tè e old services, they would not have been able to 
further the cause of revolutivr and reform and march forward 
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on the road of progress, Unfortunately, we forgot this lesson. 
When our country »ttained independence, instead of overhauling 
the services, we thought we need not change their personnel, since 
afterall, the existing men were our own brethren, although they 
had been the instruments of the British. But we have to admit ss 
it regretfully that our hopes have been belied These brethren | 
have not come upto our expectations Our Government, ths 

cabinet, is surely labouring under a grave misunderstanding, if 

it thinks that these people are discharging their duties in a manner 

worthy of the Civil Servants of a free country. 


Sir, although I fully understand the position assigned to the 
Governor under the Constitution and am also aware of the fact that ~~ 
being the constitutional head of the State, he is above all criticisim, 
yet I feel constrained to say that during His Excellency’s tours, 
certain things happen which as a matter of fact ought not to happen, 
in the present times. In their tovrs, the officiais arrange things in | 
such a manner as tends to revive old, reactionary practices against i 
which we protested all our lives during the British regime and i 
for the eradication of which we had made our life mission. Sir, | 
as these practices which are attempted to be revived, are absolutely 
out of tune with the time, I would request the hon. Chief Minister to 
give correct advice te the Governor abcut these matters, so that the ! 
local officials may not be in a position to manoeuvre things after 
their own fashion, and His Excellency’s tours may in future be free 
from such practices and formalities as smack of reactionaryism. 


Now I would like to refer to a few incidents pertaining to 4 
Haryana District and after that I shall resume my seat. Sometime | 
back a very representative gathering of the congress workers of | 
Rohtak District workers, representing 700 villages, and a few leading 
Congressmen of Gurgaon, Hissar and Karral Districts, put their =. 
grievances and demands in the form of an address presented to the 
hon. Chief Minister, but I have to admit with regret that no actien has - 
so far been taken to redress the grievances. Such an instance of in- 


difference to the express wishes of the people, would not have always 
occurred even in the day «f the country’s slavery. tis all the more 
regrettable that this indifference is now being shown by the persons 
who claim to be holding the reins of a people’s Government. 


Now I want to show how under the regime of this Government “ 
honest and conscientious persons are being harassed and the corrupt 
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and the dishonest are being rewarded with promotions and honours. | 
Here is a specific instance Prosecution was launched against a : 
Congressman who had been working and suffering for the cause of | 
independence and had been discharging his duties as a Special | 
Constable very honestly, in the disturbances of the partition. On the 


report of a Tehsildar on 22nd November 1947, he was prosecuted and 


” convicted. On appeal the judgement was finally given by the Sessions i 
Judge on the Ist July, 1949 andas a result of it he was honourably | 
acquitted. But meanwhile he was grievously wronged and all his | 
licences were forfeited, and the Tehsildar who had reported against ! 
him was given the promotion that he could be given. Here, I may, : 

with your permission quote a few extracts from the judgement ’of the i 

i Sessions Judge. | : 

k “After giving my most anxious consideration to the evidence on : 

record and the circumstances of the vase, I entertain no doubt 

that this case against the accused is born of vendetta as a 
>» result of political action of the accused who belongs to the 

K congress party.” 

| Sir, it mast seem surprising to you that such things are happening 

under the rule of the Congress Government. These are the words 

, of the Sessions Judge himself. They are not mine. Further on, he 
records :— 

“The report was made by the Tehsildar on 22-11-47 and 

the Police registered the case under section 409 I.P.C. 

From the statement of the Tehisldar in court, it would appear 
that an attempt has been made to improve upon the case 
against the accused.” 
Further cn the Sessions Judge remarks :— 
“The evidence is obviously vague and indefinite, There is no 

; convincing, reliable and, independent proof on record, I have 

come to the conclusion that the prosecution evidence is 

l highly interested and discrepant.” 

l Now, Sir, the Sessions Judge clearly passes strictures on the 

| a conduct of the Tehisldar and this very man is given promotion 
for bringing about the ruination of an honest and respectable citizen ; 


t 


~ i and then no action is taken against him by this Government for 
his: efforts to implicate an honest man. Now may Í tell you, 
Sir, Why this man got promotion, -inspite of his reprehensible 
conduct? The reason is simply this. Parties were arranged by 
an influential relation of this man on the occasion of the visit 
of a highly-placed officer and arrangements were made for his 
m entertainment in various other ways and the matter was there and then . 


decided for the promotion of the, Tehsildar. Those who were false 
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witnesses. in the case have free arms licences while the innocent victim 
stands deprived of his licence. Sir, honestly speaking, when we move 
about in our “llagas” the people ask us. is this your Ram Rajya? 
Was it for establishing this sort of Government that the Congress 
had been fighting all these years? Is it on this sort of administration 
that we pride ourselves, wearing these shining, well pressed caps ? 


Sir, these Ministers have now lost faith in self suffering and have 
fallen easy victims to the temptation of self and power. Instead 
of showing any obligation of their being true and faithful to the 
interests of those whom they affect to serve, they come to the 
Assembly Chamber and having a comfortable seat, deliver the 
Budget Speech and ihen leave off. Under these circumstances, can: 
people foster a feeling of veneration for them ? These people have 
oft posed themselves as archangels in the chase of evil and have 
expressed anx'etv to squelch corruption from th administration 
of the State But instead of making any genuine efforts to remove 
it, they actually suopert the wrong-doers. It has come to my 
notice several times that the people often complain of corruption 
to the Ministers but they remain mum and indifferent in such 
matters. Their indifference to anv such matters that are brought 
to their notice clearly bespeaks of their having no inclination to 
combat with these evils. I would now cite an example to show 
how corruption is flourishing in the Irrigation Depariment. Some- 
time back I brought to the notice of the head of this Dpartment how 
in a particular case the S. Ð. Os. and Overseers had. misappropriated 
Governmert money in the task of digging earth. They actually 
got 50 cubic feet of Jand dugand charged for 100 cubic feet. The 
saving for 50 cubic feet was distributed among themselves. On 
my complaint, the authorities informed me that an inquiry was being 
made in the matter, though it resulted in smoke On sifting the 
matters, the officers came to the conclusion that such a complaint 
cold only be made after the facts were disclosed by the contractor 
concerned as the technical words ‘ bank measurement’ used in 
the cor plaint were indicative of the fact tha s me subordinates were 
at the bottom of the whol: affair. The result was that the poor con- 
tract) r was penalised for no fau't of his and the suspected overseer 


transferred. I can depict various such irregularities in graphic 
details but it will result in taking much time of the House. The 
example that I have cited above can give the honourable Members an 
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insight into the working of the Irrigation Department which happens 
to be directly under the control of our Mukh Mantri (Chief Ministe r)- 
If this is so, the condition prevailing in the departments urder the 
charge of Amukh Mantris must be worse. 


Nr. Speaker: I think the honourable Member should 
withdraw this word, l 


Minister for Labour: Sir, the honourable Member does not 
know the meaning of this word. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: The word ‘Amukh’ ipmlies Minis- 
ters other than Chief Minister. I have tried to show by the aforesaid 
example how Government departments are riddled with corruption 
and | may say that such examples are not few in number. Now I 
advert to another department which is known as Anti-Corruption 
Department. About the Anti-Corruption Committee which consists 
of the Chief Minister, the Chief Secretary and the I. G. Police, 
I would say that there cannot be a more bogus body than this 
Committee. This Committee meets after a month or two and trans- 
acts no useful work whatsoever. It is alla farce and I think it is 
a sin to believe that this committee would ever beable to root out 
corruption from the State. Moreover, it has been observed that 
the District Officers are not issuing licences for firearms to public 
workers and are cancelling licences of unlicenced arms of desirable men. 
I know of such cases in Rohtak where the licences of such persons 
have been cancelled who are respectable and loyal and have rendered 
meritorious services to the Government. On the other hand licences 
for guns and revolvers have been extended to dangerous persons. 
Sometime back a licence-holder of a revoler had killeda person and 
has been sentenced to death. When he is hanged I wish that his 
dead body be shown to the Government so that it may realise 
its folly of having issued licences to such an undesirable element. 
There is another case wherein a licence-holder of unlicensed arms 
was arrested while committing an offence. It is a pity that the 
licences of such deserving persons who had made sacrifices in the 
struggle for freedom and had shown unflinching loyalty to the 
Congress should be cancelled. Such acts of omission and commission 
of Government servants really damage the reputation of the Govern- 
ment. I dare say that 90 % of the officers are not honest or impartial 
and are giving a bad name tothe Government Asa matter of fact, 
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I am surprised to find the hon. Chief Minister say that the 
services are known for their unflinching and steadfast loyalty to duty. 
I would give an instance of how the services are bringing this 
Government into disrepute. After a meeting of a Grow More Food 


_. Committee was cover, a Deputy Commissioner whom I shall not name 


asked the members of the Committee to pray God that He may give 
enough sense to the Ministers. This is the attitude of the officers 


towards the Government. 


1 with; 
Vidhan Sabha 
d by; 


Sardar Bachan Singh: The hon. Member himself has said 
such things a number of times. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: I have a right to say so, but they 
have not any. Sir, many a time I have placed genuine complaints 
based on solid facts before the hon. Ministers but they have not 
cared to take any action on them. Where they have been good 
enough to take action and have issued some instructions, these have 
always been thrown into waste paper basket by the local officers. 
Here I shall give youa very interesting example. About three or 
four years ago a canal was dug in Tehsil Jhajjar and some land was 
acquired by the Government for this purpose. The House will be 
surprised to know that land revenue is still being charged for the 
acquired land from the zamindars though the canal is running over 
there. The zamindars are paying land revenue for the last three 


or four years for nothing. I brought this fact to the notice of the 


Government about three months ago but the matter is still under 
consideration. 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh: Such is the case everywhere. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Chaudhri Sahib has been in the 
Government and knows everything fully well from within. Sir, there is 
absolutely no sense in charging land revenue in such a case and the 
pity is that if any one refuses he runs the risk of being sent to jail. 
This is not all. I can give numerous examples of inefficiency 
and dishonest work. The superior Officers apart, this Government 
is not in a pesition to reckon with the smaller fry. A reader of a court 
at Rohtak forcibly took possession of a panchayat house and when 
a suit was brought against him he managed its hearing in a court of 
his choice and the matter is still hanging fire. ‘These things make 
me believe that we cannot expect any good work from our Government 
which cannot properly control its servants. 

Sir, I belong to District Rohtak where prohibition is in force for 
some time past and for which the State has suffered loss of revenue 
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. to the tune of rupees four lakhs a year. I can say that in spite of such 


a huge loss the condition ‘of the District in this respect is not up to 
expectation. These very officers who are responsible for putting the 
scheme through are notorious drunkards and are having good time. 
These facts were brought to the notice of the hon. Minister concerned 
but to no effect. In my district we have an officer, of course a sub- 
ordinate one, who is always drunk and has to be put into his chair by 
his chaprasi many times during the day. He once fell down from his 
horse owing to intoxication. But when a complaint was made about 
him to the hon. Minister concerned, he asked for proof. I asked him 
to find out if one man from the whole District comes forward 
to speak well of him to disprove the allegation. The Deputy Commis- 
sioner also took no action but rather shielded the scandalous conduct 


of his subordinate. 


Now I would like to give you, Sir, an example of the treatment 
that is given to honest non-officials who desire to do some public 
service. A Congress man hearing speeches of persons like me got 
into his head to somehow uproot corruption among the commerical 
people. He had been nominated a member of the Civil Supplies 
Committee. He began by checking black marketers and 
weighing the iron and steel of different shopkeepers. The result 
was that he was removed frcm the membership of the Com- 
mittee. This is the fate of a worker who was an uvowed enemy of 
corruption in public life. Of course the previous Minister did not 
do any thing against him and it was only when my hon. Friend, 
the hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa, took charge of the Depart- 
ment that the order of his removal was passed. I do not blame the 
Minister or even the Director as I do not suspect their honesty. I am 
sure they must have acted at the instance of some subordinate 
officers. These subordinate officers whether right or wrong are 


always defended by their superiors and whenever a complaint 


is filed against them the reply is, ‘the complaint has 
been investigated but is found to be baseless ”. It appears as if 
the Departments are ever ready with typed copies of this answer 
and one is despatched when any complaint comes up. I brought 
a case of high-handedness and unlawful beating against an A.S.I. 
to the notice of the Superintendent Police and the Deputy Superin- 
tendent Police concerned and they both regretted the man’s behaviour 
but when a written complaint was made they defended their subordi- 
nate. These superior officers may be honest themselves but I are 
say that they invariably protect their dishonest junior officers. 
They appear to be under some misapprehension that if they expose’ 
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their subordinates, efficient administration may not be possible. 

Here I feel like uttering a word of praise for an English 

Deputy Commissioner who got removed a first class magistrate from 

his post when a complaint of corruption was made ‘against him. 

So far as our Heads of Departments and big officers are 

concerned, they have not taken strong action against a single 

corrupt Gazetted Officer. Some officials might have been removed 

for other reasons, but action has not been taken against anyone 

on the merits of the case. I can say without fear of contradiction 
~ that ninety per cent of Government Officials are corrupt in a general 

sense. A majority of them were employed by the last foreign Govern - 

ment and they have therefore not been able to shake off their old zt 

mentality. I wish to tell the Government that they will not be 

able to do any useful work for the public so long as they do not 

give up their lethargy and weakness and bring about a change in 

the outlook and behaviour of services. We had to carry ona tough 

fight against the foreign Government to obtain independence. In 

the same way we shall have to give severe fight to the anti- 

national and unsympathetio services. I shall again point out that. 

members of the services are very much below the mark. Most of 

them are undisciplined, anti-Congress and enemies of the Nation. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: The hon. Member has used too strong 
words. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: The facts of the case warrant it. It 
is a question of our life and death. The independence must be main- 
tained at all costs. With these words Sir, I resume my seat. (Cheers). 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: May I bring to your notice, Sir, that 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma has used strong words against the members 
of services ? 


(Shri Bhim Sen Sachar rose to speak) 
Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Has any time limit been fixed for ‘i 
speeches ? 
Mr. Speaker: From the list that has been handed over to me, 
I find that the number of hon. Members who want to take part in 
the discussion is pretty large. In the circumstances it would be 
better if a time limit is fixed. ` 


Sardar Bachan Singh : That list has been given by only one « 
party. 
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Mr. Speaker : Iam not bound by that list. I can cal any 
hon. Member. I fix 15 minutes as the time limit. 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: I would like to point out 
that there has been lack of uniformity in regard to this matter 
and it would be better if a uniform rule is made for such important 
occasions. Either you, Sir, appropriate to yourself the right of 
allowing time according to the contribution that a member can 
make to a particular discussion or prescribe a uniform rule which 
should be applicable to everybody. For the first time in the history 
of this Assembly more than an hour and twenty minutes have been 
given to an hon. Member who has initiated the debate on the 
general discussion of the budget. Ido not grudge it, but my sub- 
mission is that there should be some sort of unjform policy. 


Mr. Speaker: I perfectly remember that when the hon. Member 
initiated the general discussion of the Budget in March 1948, he 
took nearly two hours. The Member who initiates the discussion 
is always given more time. 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: Shri Bhim Sen Sachar should 
be given enough time. 


Mr. Speaker: Unless the hon. Member gets up, how can I 
know whether he wants to speak or not ? 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: He got up to speak. It 
looks very awkward that an hon. Member who has been the 
Premier of the Province should be made to speak after another 
Membcr. That was probably why he declined to speak. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Nothing of the sort. I felt that I 
will not be able to make any contribution in 15 minutes and that is 
why I resumed my seat. 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal: When once a Member has given up 
his right to speak, can he be called again to speak ? 


Mr. Speaker: ‘The Chair can use its discretion. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar (Ex-Member West Punjab Legislative 
Assembly representing Lahore City, General, Urban ) ( Hindi: ) 
Mr. Speaker, it is a very difficult task to speak on one’s 
own Budget. A member who has to discuss the Budget of his own 
party has to adopt quite a different way of criticising it from the 
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one which is adopted by Members of the Opposition. When there 
is practically only one party, the discussion of the Budget provides 
an opportunity for introspection. We have to examine as to how 
far we have succeeded in achieving our object. Keeping in view 
the difficulties with which we are faced, I feel that the 
Government deserves congratulations on the Budget which is now 
before us. Congratulations are due to the Government 
for the reason that in this Budget full effort has been 
made to meet all our expenditure within our means. At the 
same time, Sir, this serves as a danger signal and shows us where 
we stand. If the Revenue Account is examined, it would be noted 
that the estimated surplus of four lakhs is entirely undependable. 
In this connection I wish to draw the attention of the House to 
the Explanatory Memorandum prepared by the learned Finance 
Secretary. At page XVII ofthe Memorandum it would be found 
that the Revenue Receipts for 1950-51 are estimated to amount 
to 14,44 lakhs and the Revenue Expenditure to 14,85 lakhs. 
Besides this, you will find, Sir, that this amount of Rs. 14,44 
lakhs includes two uncertain items, namely Transport and Abianu. 
Regarding Transport nothing has been decided so far. It is yet 
not decided as to which routes are to be taken by the Government. 
To decide this matter, negotiations are at present proceeding with 
the representatives of that well organised body which only the 
other day succeeded in getting a Resolution passed in this House. 
What would be the out-come of those negotiations, is yet uncertain. 
The second uncertain item is Abiana which has been included 
in the estimated revenue receipts for the next year. Along with 
this it has been pointed out that a Resources and Retrenchment 
Committee would be appointed to consider the question of enhance- 
ment of Abiana. Wedonot know what would be the report of 
the Committee. Itis therefore not correct to give or inspire false 
hopes in this way. I would like to point out that we are passing 
through a most critical period. We should know our financial 
position and our resources. If we want to run the Government, 
we should not hesitate to levy taxes wherever possible. The 
Government should take all available resources; they are at present 


inelastic and limited. 


What is the position of our debts? The debts of this State 
at present stand at more than Rs. 40 crores and by the end of 
the year they will rise to Rs. 54 crores. We have to see our re- 
sources and after definitely deciding about our expenditure, we 
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have to raise the necessary funds. This should not be a difficult 
job. If we have no funds, why can’t the Government say so? I 
don’t want to go into the question of particular resources at this 
time, because I know that nobody can say anything on this point 
offhand. But there is the authority of the able Finance Secretary 
to whom tributes have been paid. Iam myself one of them who 

e appreciate the good service rendered by an honest Officer. This 
Finance Secretary says that expenditure could still be reduced. 
J, therefore, point out to the Government that expenditure should 
be cut down wherever possible. Efforts shall have to be made in 
that direct‘on. Along with this, I want to say that we should 
undertake as much work as can be done efficiently. It is not 

À proper for us to expand our social services when we are already 
short of funds. Instead of starving the half nourished services 

- that already exist, we should tell plain truth to the people. We 
are faced with a number of questions such as the raising of salaries 
of the low paid staff, and supplying of necessities of life to those 
who are not getting them at present. These people are hard put 
toon account of the rise in prices. Under these circumstances 
it is incumbent on the Government to look after the people who 
are taken in service. Let the number be reduced to fifty from 
one hundred, but the fifty must be provided all the facilities. 


If we have to build up this State of ours, and it is obvious 
that we all wish that, we shall have to make the maximum con- 
tribution that we can make. If this ruined State is to be raised 
once more, the foremost question to be tackled is the rehabilitation 
of those displaced persons who have come here after having lost 
their everything in Pakistan. I would like to point out that this 
question if it is to be solved, will not be solved in the way in which 
it has been handled so far. If anybody could give compensation 
for the loss of property worth millions of rupees, it should be 
Pakistan. But Pakistan is not prepared for that. If the Govern- 
ment wants that those people should go wherever they like, they 
a should fall ill and should get demoralised, it can do that. But this 
policy will, in the end, prove most fatal for the country. The price 
that it would have to pay in this way would be much more than 
the compensation paid to them otherwise. These people are inferior 
to none, in shape, form or intellect. Yet they are helpless today. 
The Government should keep this thing in mind and should impress 
upon the Government of India to do something. If it is 
» not possible to levy fresh taxes, something else must be done. 

After all, who can deny that India got independence at the cos 
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of the sacrifices undergone by these people? The rest of India was’ 
enjoying the fruits of freedom because of the sufferings of the 
displaced persons. When partition was accepted, these were the 
4 P.M. persons who agreed to live under difficult conditions so that 
others may have the blessings of independence and India may cast 
off the chains of slavery. Soin my opinion a few crores of rupees 
cannot solve the problem of rehabilitating these persons who have 
been uprooted from their homes. So long as the country as a whole 
does not get prepared to tackle this problem and so long as it does 
not consider it to be a national liability, all other efforts appear to be 
a perfect farce. I don’t say that the displaced persons are not 
grateful for what has already been done by way of helping them. 
But still I feel that bold steps need be taken in this direction. 
Punjab Government should ask the Centre, irrespective of any 
other consideration, to come to the aid of the suffering millions with 
a bolder measure. 


Sir, another thing of which I would like to make mention is the 
problem of Pakistan. The hon. Chief Minister has referred to this 
problem in his speech. The way which the Government of Pakistan is 
treading is a dangerous one. We wish to be at peace with the | 
sister Dominion, but conditions there are such that they have deve- 
loped into a real danger to us. Our Prime Minister has rightly 
tried to avoid war. As a matter of fact he does not want war. But 
experience tells us that after all it so happens that the other party 
goes on with its evil designs. Pakistan is busy with such designs. So 
the time has come when it has become extremely necessary for Punjab 
as a Frontier Province to realise its responsibility and make it clear 
to the Government of India and the world that the designs of 
Pakistan can no more be excused and tolerated. 


Chaudri Krishna Gopal Dutt: But my hon. Friend is a member 
of the Indo-Pakistan Friendship League. 


_ Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Yes, I am a member of the Indo-Pakistan 
Friendship League. There are other members also in India. It is 
my earnest desire to see friendship and amity prevailing between 
the two Dominions. I want a safe and honourable living for people 
whereever they want to live as law abiding citizens. I don’t 
want that people should be ill-treated in any Dominion on account 
of the religion to which they might belong. 


Chaudri Krishna Gopal Dutt: But no safety is ensured to any 
one in Pakistan. | 


SUNRE 


GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET [7] 31 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : That is why I say that that Dominion 
is a challenge not only to India but to all the civilized countries of 
the world. There are conditions prevailing in Pakistan which are 
a danger to the peace and tranquillity of civilized living. It has 
become necessary for us to raise our voice against the state of 
affairs in that Dominion. I appreciate the appeal made by the 
r, Chief Minister that the prime ne-d of the hour is unity among the 

citizens of our State. But I wish to submit that the question 

whether there is unity or not in a State depends largely upon the 

Government. In my opinion it is the responsibility of those who 

govern. They are the persons in whose hands lies the destiny of 

the people. My honourable Friend Pandit Shri Ram Sharma has 

o put forward his idea with some force and effectiveness. It is right 
that much depends upon the way in which the services act. It is 
also correct to say that all of the members of the services are not 
of the type which they ought to be. But in my humble opinion, 
if we allow the services to function independently, they can be 
successful in laying good traditions to some extent. In difficult 
times also the services are prepared to work faithfully provided 
they are assured of honest and proper treatment. They can play 
their part well in times of emergency. But we should not interfere 
in their work. We have our own sphere of work. Our contribution 
as Members is to create a feeling of confidence in the State and in 
the administration. Jt is nota difficult task. We have only to 
be sincere and honest in the performance of our duties. Black 
marketing can be easily stopped if we work without fear or favour. 
It is action that matters and not words. In this connection I 
wish to draw the attention of the hon. Members to the iron and 
steel cases. There were seventy six of them in all. Enquiries were 
carried out. Time as well as money was spent in order to bring the 
culprits to book. The cases were carried to the courts of law. 
But now the Government has decided to fight only four of these 
cases. The rest have been put in cold storage. My submission is that 
you may just think of the feelings of the man in the street who daily 
ais reads or hears the news from the newspapers. His feeling is that 
Government has no intention to go against the black-marketeers. 
It does not want to prosecute them. Well, Sir, I fail to understand 
why the Executive should interfere with the work of the Judiciary. 
Is not the Government aware of the fact that it always depends 
upon the will of the trying magistrate to decide as to which case 
he will take up first? As a matter of fact it is up to him to take 
= up any case out of the cases entrusted to him for trial. But what 
do we find here? Instructions are issued by the Government to 
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a certain trying magistrate to transfer certain cases connected 
with the steal scandal, to Ludhiana. I may point out that any 
person having an elementary knowledge of the law knows it full 
well that it lies with the High Court to order the transfer of a case 
from one district to another and not with the State Government. 
Then, Sir, four persons from amongst the accused are selected for trial 
as test cases. But who are those persons? They are those who 
drew steal quotas of one or two tons. They are poor and helpless 
persons who do not enjoy the support of any big guns. If the 
Government is in right earnest to eradicate black-marketing root 
and branch, then it should not spoil these cases. May I ask whether 


there are no persons from amongst the accused who drew steel 
quotas to the tune of 100 tons ? Have they not been left out be- 


cause they wield immense power and influence ? Are they not those 
people who have great approach to certain influential Members of 
the Assembly ? Task, why should they not be prosecuted? Law 
will decide their innocence. I say with full responsbility that it 
would be better to give a regular trial to 10 persons and let the 
law have its own course, than not to try them at all, and earn 
the odium of the public that Government is not impartial in the 
matter. 


Then, Sir, I have a document in my possession from which I 
would like to quote, to show how honest persons are victimised for 
their endeavour to expose black-marketers, and how undue pressure 
is brought to bear upon them to change their statements. This 
document has been sent by an Engineer. I would read out certain 
extracts. It is stated therein :— | 


“On second of July 1949, the Investigating Officer visited the office of 
the Company for investigation. The whole matter was placed 
before the police. Some quantity of steel which was sold in 
black market, was captured by the police officer at the railway 
station when it was going to be exported. It is still lying at the 
Sadar police station.” | 


Mr. Speaker : The hon. Member may have to lay this document. 
on the table of the House. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : I shall be very glad to do so. 


**Some time later what happened Mr ,* *-* (I won’t mention his name) 
started using his influcnce upon the employees and wanted them 
to resile from their original statements and also made false 
promises that if they did so nobody would start cases against 
them.” 
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As far as I know the police has prepared about 18 cases with docw- 
mentary evidence. The gentleman goes on to say : 


“I can myself prove that black market in this case is to the tune of 
one lakh and twenty five thousand rupees.” 


You will, see, Sir, that the gentleman is prepared to undertake the 
responsibility of what he says and to substantiate the charge. But 
what happened ? The Government took no action in the matter. 
That Engineer was asked to resile from his statement but he refused 
to do so. Consequently he was sacked from service. Now, Sir, when 
such things are happening under the very nose of our Government, 
how can people feel contented under its regime ? 


Then, Sir, I cite another case. I will not mention the name of 
the place or the persons involved. This case will elucidate the fact 
as to how things are unjustly handled by the Government. In a 
premier municipality of our State, the president is duly elected 
with the unanimous vote of the members. But the Government 
refuses to publish his name in the Government gazette, without any 
rhyme or reason. Now, Sir, when a president of a local body is 
elected, Government is to see whether that person is fit to hold that 
office. For the purpose of ascertaining this fact reports from the 
Deputy Commissioner and the Commissioner are calfed. In other 
words Government is required to see prima facie whether everything 
is in order. In this particular case reports are sent by the Deputy 
Commissioner and the Commissioner to the Government. But 
Government would not be satisfied. They criticise the election 
and ask the officers to submit whether such and such flaws did or did | 
not exist in the election of the President of that Municipality. TI ask, . 
when the reports of the officers are favourable and there is nothing 
against the gentleman who has been unanimously elected, why should , 
the Government go against the reports and wrongly and illegaly refuse 
to publish his name in the gazette? This is the worst example 
that I have ever come across in which public opinion has so mercilessly 
been flouted. Besides this, Mr. Speaker, about 40 members of the As- 
sembly appealed to the Government that this action of the Government 
has caused a slur on the fair name of the Congress Government and that 
the mistake should be rectified. But this Government of ours would 
pay no heed to this reasonable request. When such is the state of 
affairs in the Punjab that justice is denied to the people, how can the 
public hear the appeals of the Government made in the name of 
Mahatma Gandhi? We are told day in and day out by the Govern- 
ment that we should make every endeavour to follow in the foot 


[7] 34 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY { 14th March 1950. : 


[Shri Bhim Sen Sachar ] 


steps of Bapu and try to achieve the ideal he had set before us. I 
ask, why should the name of Mahatma Gandhi be brought in when 
the Government itself does not follow the path carved out by him ? 
As a matter of fact the actions of the Government belie their profes- 
sions. Sometime ago ina press conference our Chief Minister 
declared that nominations to local bodies had been stopped as the new = 
Constitution of India prohibited it. But you will be surprised to 
! hear that soon after that announcement, Government nominated 
members to that very municipality the president of which was 

unanimously elected and the Government refused to publish his 
name in the gazette. Now the Government has no guts to declare 
that the duly elected president is not fit to hold that Office. The pity j 
of the case is that that gentleman is also the leader of the Congress 
i Party of that Committee and yet the Congress Government refuses a 
to gazette the name of their fellow congressman who has been duly | 
elected as president of the municipality. It pains me to say that | 


such action of the Government has tarnished the fair name of the 

Congress. Now the difficulty is that under party discipline, our 

lips are sealed but our heads hang down in shame. Then, Sir, new 
D members are nominated and a conspiracy is hatched to bring a no- 
i confidence motign against that gentleman. 


Mr. Speaker : This is an insinuation. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : Then I won’t go any further with this 
matter. At this stage I take the opportunity of saying a few things 
| and saying them openly on the floor of the House. I have all along 
| been saying this unequivocally that we cannot and should not try 
; to enter into any competition with the services in the field of 
efficiency and experience and if we do so we are sure to come to 
: grief. It will not be out of place to mention here that many amongst 
us cannot claim to be »s efficient as they are. (Chaudhri Suraj Mal : 
Is the hon. Member one of them ?) There is no doubt about it that 
there are at least many amongst us who are very earnest to do some 
good and substantial work and I am sure they can succeed if only 
they do everything in an impersonal way and always keep 
in their mind the very aims and objects for which they stand and 
l strive. But on the contrary one is apt to be disappointed when one 
finds that things are being done in a quite different way and 
also to the deteriment of others. I have a letter in my possession 
from a certain person who writes to say that such and sucha person 
has informed him that his case which was about to be settled in his i 
favour was spoiled without any rhyme or reason. What I wish to 
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point out is this that the only thing that is essentially required at 
present and which is the need of the hour is that there should 
be no interference whatsoever with the normal working of the 
administration. On the one hand we hear the hon. Chief Minister 
say that we must all unite and that there should be complete unity 
amongst us, while on the other, we find him saying many things 
against the appointment of District Public Relation Committees. 
Here I have no hesitation in saying that this organization which is 
very good and useful has been instrumental in fulfilling the desires 
of the non-officials to serve the masses and serve them well along 
with the officials of the Government. It is an open secret that 
the rules regarding this organization have been studied by the 
services in the Secretariat and also by His Excellency 
the Governor. Under these rules meetings of District Public 
Relation Committees were to be held monthly with a view to 
placing both the official and the non-official points of view before 
these committees. But now the position is quite different and 
that is this. Nowa Deputy Commissioner writes to say. “Now it 
is discretionary on the part of the Deputy Commissioner to call a 
meeting or not.” It is clear from this that now the Deputy Com- 
missioner can use his discretionary powers and hold the meeting of 
this Committee at his sweet will. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: The hon. Member has been giving 
a long rope to the services. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: My hon. Friend has just now remarked 
that I had been giving a Jong rope to services. I wish to assure him 
that I had never been doing so. Far from it. Meteings of these 
committees were held monthly and decisions on important matters 
were also taken. But the word “ now” has effected a great change 
and the responsibility for not holding monthly meetings lies some- 
where else. Does the House in general and the hon. Member who 
just interrupted me in particular forget that these very services used 
to attend and leave office in time ? At that time things were done 
according to the wishes of the hon. Members and also in the 

interests of the administration. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: No, that was not done. 


Mr. Speaker: I would expect from the hon. Member that he 
would not interrupt. He has had his say and nobody interrupted 
him. The hon. Member should now try to wind up; he has already 
taken about 40 minutes. 


idhan Sabha 
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Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Sir, I wish to submit that we should 
lay much stress on the point whether or not the public has any confi- 
dence in us. If we probe into this matter we will find how people 
cannot repose any confidence in us. On the one hand we 
find the hon. Chief Minister laying full emphasis on unity 
amongst us, while on the other we find him trying to make state- 
ments on the floor of the House to the effect that such and such a 
Bill could not be brought in the House because my hon. Friend 
Sardar Ujjul Singh was not in its favour and so on and so forth. 
I am really constrained to remark that I really fail to understand 
the justification on the part of the hon. Chief Minister in making 
such statements in view of the fact that there existed only one 
party and that he himself was working as the Finance Minister. 
What we require at this critical hour is that we should prove by our 
deeds that people live in peace and plenty and that justice is being 
done to them. We should also prove that people are not put to any 
inconvenience and that the interests of the tenants are well safe- 
guarded. These are the needs of the hour. Are all these things 
being done in our State? It will not be out of place to mention 
here that people in every nook and corner of the State have grown 
uneasy. May I know what steps our Government has taken 
to set all these things right ? May I know whether our Government 
has taken steps to implement the decision made by the previous 
Ministry to the effect that the Federal Court be requested to appoint 
one judge to enquire into the allegations against all the Ministers, 
past and present, and also the hon. Members of this House? May I 
know how far the Government has succeeded in implementing this 
decision ? It had also been decided during the regime of the previous 
Ministry that some officer should be appointed to collect all the 
necessary material in this connection with a view to facilitating the 
work of that judge. I had every hope and expectation that the 
hon. Chief Minister would refer to this matter in his Budget Speech 
so as to enable us to know for ourselves as to how and to what extent 
our Government had succeeded in wiping out corruption, black- 
marketing, nepotism and other malpractices which have been 


instrumental in bringing disrepute to our Government. I am really 


constrained to remark that no such reference was made in the Budget 
speech and that no action whatsoever has so far been taken by the 
present Government. This is not al. The House is already fully 
aware of the fact that Lala Duni Chand, an able and experienced 
person and also an ex-M. L. A., shouldered the entire responsibility 
upon himself,and submitted all such allegations to the Government 
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in the interests of this State., But-as ill-luck would have it, nothing 
is heard about it. On the other hand we find our Government all 
powerful in coercing and suppressing the poor and low paid Government 
servants and goes even to the extent of dismissing them without any 
rhyme or reason. Where it is necessary to take strong action 
against big and influential persons, our Government does not 
hesitate to defend such persons and goes to the extent of hiding their 
misdeeds. If this be the state of affairs in our State and if our 
Government continues hiding the misdeeds of such persons, I am 
sure our Government cannot and will not run the administration 
successfuly. By resorting to such means, our Government is sure to 
earn a very bad name as a result of which we will not be in a position 
to face people and we will have to hang our heads in shame. We 
will be put to disgrace simply because of the misdeeds of our 
Government. Under the circumstances it is but meet and proper on 
our part to work in such a way that we may succeed in 
creating confidence in the hearts of the masses. People should have 
at least this much satisfaction that their Government would do 
justice to them and that while eliminating corruption, black-mar- 
keting and other malpractices, it would not spare any person whosever 
he may be. 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal (Hansi, General, Rural,) (Hindi) : Sir, I want 
to assure you and the hon. Members of this House at the very outset 
that what I have risen for to say, I shall say in all seriousness and 
with a full sense of responsibility. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma and Shri 
Bhim Sen Sachar who have spoken before me have lightened my 
task to a considerable extent. So far as the conduct of this Govern- 
ment and the Congress party is concerned, not much remains to be 
said, since both the hon. Members have thrown considerable light on 
this. matter. We have heard the achievements of the Congress 
Ministry. Now I feel constrained to point out that my Friend Pandit 
Shri Ram Sharma has not placed the whole picture before the House. 
He has laid emphasis only on one aspect. He has stated that the 
services are corrupt, most inefficient, untrust worthy and irresponsible. 
T would submit, Sir,that this is one side of the picture and that too 
the wrong one. I am convinced that if the services had not come to 
our rescue in the post-partition period, the ship of this State would have 
long ago foundered. For sometime, no doubt, the administrative machi- 
nery would have continued to function just as the train continues to 
move for sometime even when the motive force is withdrawn, but 


soon the collapse would have come, if everything had been dependent 
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[Chaudhri Suraj Mal ] | 

upon our hon. Ministers. In that case peace to-day would have been 
conspicuous by its absence and whatever little tranquillity we find in 
the province to-day would not have been there. It has been said that 
90 % of the services are corrupt and insubordinate. I join issue with 
Panditji in this matter. I don’t think the services are to blame 


as much as the public men who day in and day out interfere with the 


work of administration, would not let any officials work un- 
interruptedly and would bring to bear all kinds of pressure and 
influence on them in order to achieve their objects. The moment 
an official thinks of taking a decision, untrammelled by any 
extraneous considerations, scores of ‘chits’ and recommendatory 
letters would be brought to him to sway his judgement. Is there 
a single Member in this House who can, honestly speaking, aver that 
he has never tried to interfere with the work of day-to-day 
administration in any manner ? 


Shri Bhagat Ram Chedha: I claim to be one who has never 
attempted to do so. 


Shrimati Sita Devi; I too claim never to have done this. 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal: Just as  Panditji has admitted that 
10 per cent of the personnel of services is honest, I too admit that 
10 per cent of the Members may well claim to be so. So far as my 
knowledge goes, not only the Members of this House but even other 
public men do not !et any officer discharge his responsibility in an 
unfettered manner and would invariably try to sway his judgement. 
by ‘chits’ taken from Ministers. The poor officer would in fact be 
compelled to go against his judgement and act in accordance with 
their wishes. Panditji has cited the case of a person against whom 
criminal proceedings were instituted simply because he was.a congress. 
worker. I would challenge Panditji to speak the truth and say if 
it is not a fact that the person in question has made money by 
indulging in misappropriation. Suffiicent evidence might not have 
been forthcoming and he might have been acquitted for that reason, 
but does Panditji honestly hold the opinion that he has not 
been guilty of any malpractices 2 | 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Yes, I honestly consider him to be 
above board. 


Chaudri Suraj Mal: Well, I accept the challenge. Let this. 


matter be referred to anybody whom Panditji regards as. an 


a 
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honest person and I shall adduce evidence to prove that the said 
person is not so innocent as Panditji seemsto consider him. Sir, 
what I mean to say is that the conduct of most of the 
Congress workers is not above board and they have been indulging 
in all kinds of malpractices. (Interruptions). Sir, has the discipline 
of the Congress party fallen so low, that they would not let me 
proceed with my speech ? Without caring to comment on this exhibition 
of their discipline, I would better continue. As soon as the country 
attained independence, these people, I mean the Congressmen began 
to think that they were now the rulers of the country. Wearing these 
caps they would go to every officer and meddle with 
p his work. They would interfere with every administrative 
| matter ; they would consider the officers their domestic servants who 
b should be ready to do anything at their bidding. Things came to 
such a pass, that they became bold enough to intimidate the services. 
When this has been the state of affairs, how can we blame the 

services ? This was just by the way. 


Now I would begin what I have to say with regard to the Budget. 
The way the Congress Government has been administering the affairs 
of the province for the last two and a half years must have become 
clear to the hon. Members after listening to the speeches of Pandit 
Shri Ram Sharma and Shri Bhim Sen’Sachar. I would ask, where are 
those promises ənd professions cf the Congress which it had made in 
its manifestos from time to time, about the betterment of the 

e condition of the poor masses and the upliftment of the backward 
classes 4 What do we find now? All gone to the winds. Instead of 
doing anything for ameliorating the condition of the peasantry 
consisting mostly of small ‘biswadars’ in possession of uneconomic 
holdings, instead of redeeming the oft repeated old promise of giving 
them exemption from the payment of land revenue, it is prososed to 
increase the burden of taxation on them by enhancing the rate of 
abianu. Is that justice, is that fairplay ? Will they be able to bear this 

S additional burden or will tħey get crushed beneath it? I am sorry to 
observe that the hon. Chief Minister is not in his seat and in his 
absencė all that I am saying will not receive the attention that it 
deserves ; I wish he were in his seat at this time, so that this matter 
would haver eceived proper attention by the Government. Sir, 

on the one hand the burden of taxation on the rural people 
has been increased, and on the other hand whatever few facilities 

! and benefits they were receiving, have been withdrawn. For 

instance, no provision has been made for the Peasants Welfare Fund 
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[Chaudhri Suraj Mal] 
out of which the childern of poor peasants paying land revenue 
upto Rs 25, and not in a position to afford to give them higher 
education, w ere granted scholarships of adequate amounts to 
pursue their studies. Besides, there used to be a Development 
Fund for the benefit of the rural people. This, too, is nowhere to 
be seen in the Budget for the next year. On the other hand 
besides land revenue and ‘abana’ the incidence of local rate has 
also been increased and the ‘chowkidara’ has been doubled. I don’t 
deny that the chowkidars should be paid adequate remuneration 
for their work. But as has been several times represented, it would 
surely be better to have only as many comparatively well-paid 
chowkidars in the villages as are necessary instead of a large number 
of them all ill-paid. It has been many times requested, that 
instead of four, two ‘chowkidars’ would do for each village. But 
nothing has been done to relieve. the villagers of the unnecessary 


burden. 


(At this Stage Mr. Speaker vacated the Chair and it was occupied by 
Mr. Deput y Speaker) 


Sir, now I would like to mention about the burden of enhanced 
water rate that has fallen on the weak shoulders of peasants to 
which a reference has been made by the hon. Chief Minister in his 
Budget speech. The Government may claim justification in increas- 
ing the water rate on the ground that the agriculturists’ income 
has now increased consequent upon the rise of prices of agricultural 
produce. But such justification is not well founded. ‘They are 
still steeped in poverty and can ill-afford to bear the brunt of this 
taxation. I feel no hesitation in admitting that any tax levied 
by the Government with a view to improving the condition of the 
State may be considered justifiable. But I find that such taxes 
are generally imposed upon such class of people who are weak and 
cannot raise their voice of protest against the Government. I must 
condemn such policy of the Government. You know, Sir, that the 
urban element and the trading classes are more and more vocal 
in regard to their taxes and they begin to cry hoarse when their 
pockets are touched. It will be observed that the sales tax was 
originally imposed upon the trading class but subsequently the 
Government exempted certain class of people which exerted pressure 
upon the Government. Jt is a strange anomaly that the persons 
who have the capacity to pay taxes are being exempted by the 
Government and the poor people are burdened more and more with 
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the taxes. Direct taxes are being imposed upon the rural class of 
people who form the bulk of the population in our State. It is strange 
that the Government should adopt the policy of burdening the 
poor because they cannot start any agitation against the policy 
of the Government. Under these circumstances, it makes little 
difference for us if Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava or Shri Bhim Sen 
Sachar holds the office of Chief Minister because they are both 
indifferent to the interests of rural masses. They may have their 
differences with each other, but in matters where distinction of 
urbanite and ruralite is involved, they are one. 


Dr. Sant Ram Seth : Do you claim to be a ruralite ? 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal : Sir, a resolution was moved in the House 
sometime back to reserve adequate percentage for rural class of 
people in Government services, but it was rejected by the House 
on the ground that the new Constitution does not admit of percent- 
ages in Government services except for the backward classes. With 
this present state of affairs, it is being said that no controversy 
should be raised between ruralite and urbanite and that any sug- 
gestion that creates a gulf between these two classes of people should 
be avoided. I would submit that 85 percent of population in India 
comprises rural class of people and in fact India lives in villages. 
You would have noticed, Sir, that whenever any cartoon depicting 
India is published in any newspaper, a poor farmer is shown to 
represent India. But if anybody raises his voice to improve the 
lot of village masses, his action is considered to be most unpatriotic. 
The ideal of every man should be to treat all persons alike but 
unfortu nately our Government is always following a policy of dis- 
crimination towards its subjects, which naturally creates heart- 
burning. 


Mr. Deputy Speaker : The hon. Member should wind up his 
speech. I have given him two minutes more. 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal: Sir, I may point out to you that dis- 
cretion was being exercised by you in the allotment of time when 
my hon. Friend Shri Bhim Sen Sachar was making a speech, but 
if I ask for more time, it is strange that my request is not granted. 


Mr. Deputy Speaker:. The hon. Member may proceed with 
his speech. 
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Chaudhri Suraj Mal: Sir, the Government’s attitude is like 
that of a person who was sitting in a boat and warned the people 
whom he did not wish to accommodate, of the serious consequences as 
it would sink if anybody stepped in. But such a contingency 
would never arise if his own men got into the boat. Similarly our 
Ministers have been recruiting their own men at one time on the 
excuse of merit and at another time on the consideration of refugees. 
They have drifted away from their principles from time to time but. 
they will not budge an inch in a case in which they do not ‘eel interest- 
ed. This is the way in which they have distributed favours lavishly 
to their own men. I would ask the hon. Chief Minister to act up 
to the principles of making selection on the basis of efficiency and 
merit but I am sure he will not adhere even to this principle 
but would relax it whenever it suits his purpose. The main 
difficulty is that a poor peasant’s son who experiences numerous 
handicaps from the very beginning is asked to compete with 
urbanites who have all the advantages and facilities from the very 
start. If these facilities are provided to the children of backward 
rural classes, they wil’ certainly excel urbanites in merit and efficiency. 
But the pity is that lack of such facilities has crippled the advan- 
cement of these children who are at a disadvantage to compete 
successfully with urbanites. People who grow food for the country 
and carry the sword for the defence of the land should in no case 
be kept backward. Pursuing such a policy is not only an injustice 
to them but is calculated to be very injurious for the country 
as a whole. These growers of our food fought for us in Hyderabad 
and will again be at our beck and call in case some enemy attempts 
to violate our borders. In these circumstances I would request the 
Government not to dishearten them by subjecting them to any kind 
of disabilities in the garb of efficiency and merit. I am convinced 
if the present policy is continued by Government it will do in- 
calculable harm to our State. 


Chaudhri Kartar Singh [Hoshiarpur West, General, Rural] 
(Hindustani): Sir, before I begin with my speech I wish to con- 
gratulate my hon. Friend Pandit Shri Ram Sharma as whatever 
he has said is true to a very great extent. I honestly feel that 
after the attainment of freedom by the country every Member 
should consider it his bounden duty to place before the House such 
suggestions which are for the good of the country. This is 
more so in the absence of any opposition: Here I wish to invite 
the attention of hon. Members to a very useful tradition which pre- 
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vailed during the British regime but is now conspicuous for the 
last two and a half years by its absence. The Heads of De- 
partments who heard the speeches of hon. Members always made 
notes of the suggestions and in their own way tried to act 
upon them, say up to the extent of 3 or 4 per cent. But unfortuna- 
tely in the changed conditions now nobody appears to pay any heed 
a to what is said in this House. 


Sir, whatever Pandit ji has said regarding the General Adminis- 
tration is true to a very large extent but he forgot to mention a few 
facts and 1 mean to take them up. There is no doubt that in services 
we come across officers who are trained on the old lines and do 

Si their level best to harm people who are Congress-minded. But at 
the same time we have officers and I may with your permission 
name one of them, for example, Sardar Tarlok Singh, who showed 
us ways out of dangerous and difficult situations. He rendered 
yeoman’s service in resettling our displaced brethren in a proper 
way. Some time ago when our Financial Commissioner, Rehabili- 
tation, went on a tour of villages of District Jullunder and enquired 
about the welfare of the new settlers who I admit haven’t got 
their due, they replied that they would be very happy if they were 
given rights of ownership over the land that was allotted to them 
because then they would be in a position to set up their own per- 
colation and tube wells. I dare say that our services do contain 
men of merit. It will be recalled that an hon. Member who is at 
this time present in this House once deplored the condition of 
District Ferozepore after the partition. Girls and rich men used to 
be kidnapped very frequently and the offenders appeared to come 
from the Patiala States Union. But thanks to the efforts of the 
Superintendent of Police at Ferozepore, the situation has been 
brought under control without the aid of military. 


Sir, it has been suggested that Government should do away with 
inefficient officers. But I ask, how is it possible for the Chief-Minister 
a to turn out any officer he does not like? Everyone knows that 
| the constitution which has been prepared under the able guidance 
of our Prime Minister and the Deputy Prime Minister contains no 
provision under which the services of an officer may be easily dis- 
pensed with. Unless and until a regular charge is proved against 
an officer the Chief Minister is not in a position to turn him out. 
But in spite of it I may tell Pandit ji that though our people suffered 


untold miseries on account of partition they did not face any 
serious trouble here in this State after the 15th August, 
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(Chaudhri Kartar Singh | 


1947. Unlike Russia which suffered from a Civil War for about 
4 years and Burma where a civil war is still on, our State has ever 
been able to maintain law and order. There is no gainsaying the 
fact that maintenance of efficient administration depends not on 
our speeches made in this House but on services who can act 
rightly when there is a stable Government which can give them 
an economic programme. 


My hon. Friends Pandit Shri Ram Sharma and Chaudhri Suraj Mal 
have remarked that taxes are being imposed on the poor instead 
of on the rich. I request them that they should come up with proposals 
ina Congress Assembly Party meeting to tax the rich, if they 
have any though I think that the taxes like the Income Tax and 
the death tax which can be imposed on the rich have already been 
levied on them by the Central Government. In my opinion fortu- 
nately or unfortunately 85 %4 of the population of this State is made 
up of zamindars and taxes will have to be borne by them. However 
if a suitable scheme to tax the rich is forthcoming, I shall certainly 
support it. | 


Sir, it has been pointed out that the financial condition of the 
State as shown by the Budget is not very satisfactory. I am not 
a bania and therefore do not understand the intricacies and 
complexities of the Budget. I can say one thing and it is this that 
we are a border province and whenever short of money wẹ will have 
to go to the Central Government for help. It is their duty to 
support us. It has been said that adequate funds are not 
being advanced by the Government of India for completing the 
Bhakra and Nangal projects. I ask the hon. Members that they 
should not be disappointed. There is a banking firm which is 
prepared to give us the necessary loan. Even if this arrangement 
be not possible, necessary funds can be had from the International 
Bank. ‘The proposal is under the consideration of the Prime 
Minister and I can assure the House that we will have no trouble 
on account of money. 


Sir, Mr. Sachar, our ex-Premier was pleased to say that he had 
set up an Advisory Board whose decisions were very rigidly enforced. 
T remember it was once decided by the Board that people should 
be given the right of taking their cases to the Public Service Com- 
mission after they had heen decided upon by Heads of the Depart- 
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“ments and the Ministers. You were also a member of the General 
Board Sir, and would perhaps remember that the decisions made by it 
were unanimous but no action has been taken on its recommendations, 
so far. 


5. P.M. 
j Then Sir, the ex-Premier said that he wrote a note for obtaining 
the services of some Judges of the Supreme Court for making 
enquiry into cases of corruption. So far as I remember, 
he wrote this note on the l7th and resigned the next day. 
As you know, Sir, the services of the Judges of the Supreme Court 
could not be obtained by the mere writing of a note. For this 
4 purpose the Chief Secretary and the Legal Remembrancer had to be 
consulted. He wrote in that note that the public should be invited 
» to submit any complaints they might have against any Minister. 
It was not the case of issuing tickets for a cinema show. The 
Ex-Premier is a very able person and he knows that nepotism and 
corruption in the State cannot be removed by these means. If he 
says that he tried to put an end to these evils by adopting such 
means, he would be doing great injustice to the Congress organisation. 
In this connection I shall cite the instance of a high officer, whom 
the Judges of High Court had declared incompetent for his job, He 
was removed from that post on the basis of that report but as soon 
as the ex-Premier assumed the reigns of office, he re-appointed 
that person. I do not wish to call it an act of nepotism but it was 
certainly not a proper thing todo. Itis our misfortune that when 
a person happens to be the Premier of the State, he holds views 
which are quite different from those which he held as an ordinary 
Member. Several speeches were made by the ex-Premier in which 
he said that Ambala Steel Syndicate had earned a profit of six lakhs 
of rupees by certain means. I wish to tell him through you, Sir, that 
itis a limited company and its President is one of the Secretaries 
to the Government. No member of this syndicate had earned a 
profit of more than three thousand rupees in any single year. The 
learned ex-Premier is an eminent busine3s-man and he should know 
that the share-holders of a limited company cannot make such 
huge profits. ‘This Syndicate used to issue steel received from the 
Government of India to permit-holders and it comprised traders 
from the East Punjab and those who had come from the West Punjab, 
It was said that the present Chief Minister helped two persons to earn 


a sum of six lakhs of rupees. I am not astonished to hear such 
statements because I feel that our slavery for centuries has made 
us lack character. 
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[Chaudhri Kartar Singh ] 


Then, Sir, it has been said that this Government has not arranged 
to obtain sufficient money from the Central Government for the 
rehabilitation of displaced persons. I shallask my hon. Friends to 
accompany us to the hon. Prime Minister whom we shall tell that 
unless he gave us the required amount of money, we would sit ‘dharna? 
in front of his house. I know that when Panditji feels annoyed, all my 
friends would run away. I admit, Sir, that unless the Central 
Government gives us billions of rupees, we cannot solve the problem 
of rehabilitation. 


It has been said that the Government has failed to secure 
sufficient amount from the Government of India for the construction 
of Bhakra Dam. Nobody can deny the urgency of the completion of 
this. Projeet as this State will derive immense benefits from it. 
Thirty new Mandis would be opened and income of our peasants 
would be increased by about thirty five or thirty six lakhs of rupees. 
If we have not been able to obtain the necessary help from the 
Central Government, it is on account of the speeches which some of 
my Congress friends including Members of this House, make at 
different places. I wish to assure the House, Sir, that Bhakra 
Scheme would be completed at all costs. The hon. Prime Minister 
of our Union will shortly pay a visit to Bhakra Dam and I leave it 
to thee hon. Members to form their judgement from the statement 
which he may issue at the close of his visit. 


Then, Sir, it was said that Public Relations Committees con- 
stituted in the State were dissolved by the present Chief Minister. I 
wish to submit, Sir, that there committees consisted of members of one 
party only. The Provincial Congress Committee had not been con- 
sulted in this matter. The Chief Minister has invited proposals 
from the Provincial Congress Committee and will set up Public 
Relations Committees as soon as he is free from the Budget Session. 
He has decided to include in these Committees not only members of 
all shades of opinion within the Congress but some outsiders also. 
We should rise above this kind of criticism and should think of 
means for improving the condition of this State. We can do so by 
achieving unity and maintaining a stable Government. 


Then, Sir, we should not go on condemning the services in season 
and out of season. If we have been saddled with responsibility in 
this State we should do justice to the services and should not 
let them feel unprotected. Ifsome one is found to be corrupt and 
the charge is proved against him, we should not hesitate from taking 
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severe action, but in the absence of any such thing we should not 
unnecessarily criticise them. It has been said, Sir, that the ad- 
ministration in this State is not as efficient as in other States. I 
wish to inform the hon. Members through you, Sir, that our adminis- 
< tration is much better than that at the Centre, in Uttra Pradesh or in 
m Bihar. It was also complained, Sir, that cases against some hon. 
Members had not been proceeded with. I may submit in this 
connection, Sir, that if with all his zeal the ex-Premier could not 
get them jailed, why should he expect the poor Chief Minister to 
do that ? The previous Ministry did its utmost to arrest those persons 
and its Police Officers also tried their best. But they did not 
j succeed. Those Police Officers, however, got pormotions in six 
l ~ hours; Deputy Superintendents became Superintendents. How 
could the poor Chief Minister now have brought false cases against 
the people ? 


Te 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Ona point of order, Sir. I want to 
know whether the term‘‘false cases” is not an insinuation 2 


Chaudhri Kartar Singh: I meant false cases put up by the police. 
Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: Is it proper to say ‘‘poor Chief 
Minister’’ who has all powers at his command ? 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Ona point of order, Sir. I want to know 
whether the hon. Member is speaking in his personal capacity 
or he is replying on behalf of the Government. 


Chaudhri Kartar Singh: It is said by hon. Members like 
Chaudhri Suraj Mal that the Government is not doing anything for 
the agriculturists. I agree with him to a certain extent. But I 
would like to point out that the previous Premier made an 
announcement at Hissar that an Ordinance for stopping the 
= ejectments of tenants would be issued. But later on he could not do 
so or he dared not do it. Now it is said that the hon. Dr. Gopi Chand 
Bhargava is not doing anything for the tenants. I may inform the 
House that an Ordinance would certainly be issued after full con- 
sideration of the matter. But the problem of tenants is not the 
same everywhere. It is different at different places such as Tehsil 
Garh Shankar, Ferozepore District, Amritsar District and Ambala 
i District. If we were to immediately get an Ordinance issued to 

stop ejectments of tenants, how would the soldiers who have got 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digit $d by; . 
Panja j i 


[7] 48 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY { 14th March 1950. 


[Chaudhri Kartar Singh ] 


four or five acres of land, be ble to continue to carry rifles for the 
safety of the country ? The hon. Members who advocate such hasty 
steps know how to talk but are ignorant of the problems of 
administration. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: On a point of order, Sir. Can he 
bring in the Congress party or the Congress policy ? He is to speak 
for the Government. 


Chaudhri Kartar Singh: It is no point of order. . 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Is it for the Chair to decide or for 
the hon. Member to give a ruling ? 


Mr. Deputy Speaker : No interruption. Let him proceed. 


Chaudhri Kartar Singh: Again the ex-Premier pointed out 
that it would not have mattered if ten innocent persons had also 
been punished along with other offenders. As a lawyer, he should 
have known that according to law one hundred offenders may be set 
free but the one innocent person must not get punished. In this 
connection I am reminded of the story of a ruler who sentenced a 
criminal to death. The noose would not fit the man to be 
hanged. When the ruler was told of this fact, he replied that anybody 
else whose neck is fit for the noose, may be hanged. Such a thing 
cannot be done today. We shall have to work in a way 
which would inspire confidence in the minds of public to the effect 
that the Government wants to dispense justice to everybody alike. 
I would like to point out that the decision to institute cases against 
only four persons, was arrived at after taking into consideration the 
opinions of the Advocate General, Inspector Generals of Polic2 and 
other big officers. 


Sardar Jogindar Singh Mann: That is a wrong statement. 


Chaudhri Kartar Singh: After the decision of the High Court 
the Government, in consultation with an independent Board, whom 
Shri Sachar himself regarded as independent, decided to proceed 
with only four cases. As regards the transferring of these cases to 
Ludhiana from Ambala, I may say that this has been done to avoid 
inconvenience to people. If such a thing has been done, I wonder 
how it can be called a case of favouritism. It has been said that the 
cases could not be transferred without the permission of the High 
Court. But I would like to submit that the Government could do 
that under executive powers. Even Shri Bhim Sen Sachar did the 
same when he was Premiet. 
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In the end, I would like to submit that we are now free and as 
such there devolves on us a heavy responsibility. We have to run 
the administration ; we have to improve the conditions in our State ; 
we have to rehabilitate the uprooted people. Not only that, the 
responsibility for defending the whole country rests on us. For 
this purpose it is necessary that the hands of the Government should 
be fully strengthened. If we have anything to say, it can be said 
to the hon. Ministers privately. The greatest jewel produced by 
the Congress in our Province is now in the Cabinet. I mean Dr. 
Lehna Singh. So it is the duty of everyone of us to strengthen 
the Government by extending wholehearted co-operation to it. 


Sir, [don’t wish to take much of the time of this House but 
still I consider it my duty to say one or two things more. I admit 
that there are some short-comings in the administration. I am 
aware of the fact that some of the orders of the hon. Ministers are 
not put into practice as they should be. But I would appeal to 
the hon. Members to co-operate with the Government for twelve 
months and then see what improvements it makes. Mere criticism 
does no good. We should try to be helpful to the Government. 
If in the districts the Congress Committees do not extend a helping 
hand, what can the Ministers do ? They cannot keep a watch on 
the Patwaris themselves. There may be some truth in the state- 
ment that ever since the British left India there has been some 
slaskness in the administration. But the matters cannot be set © 
right by mere criticism. Moreover we cannot change the state 
of affairs overnight. After all some time is needed for making 
improvements and if we have patience, in due course the matters 
will be set right. We can help the Government by some constructive 
suggestions and we should always be ready to do our bit. I appre- 
ciate the sentiments of those who have levelled criticism against 
the Government. I assure Chaudhri Sahib that in the near future 
the burden of taxation on the poor will decrease and that on the 
rich will increase. It is -only a question of time. At present we 
are passing through difficult days. Our finances are weak. It is 
the duty of the Central Government to help us in running the 
administration of this Province. It is their responsibility as well 
as their moral obligation. Partition was agreed to by the Central 
Government and so they are responsible for giving us finances. 


There is one thing which I would like to point out to the hon. 
Ministers. For the sake of better administration they should give 
higher and higher’ powers to the heads of departments, that is to say 
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they should give the full powers to deal with the staff so that 
efficiency might increase. So Jong as this policy is not followed, 
the administration cannot improve. The second thing is* that 
in order to stop corruption and bribery I would suggest that 
the Superintendents of Police should be called and told that 
if any subordinate of theirs takes any bribe he shall be held 
responsible for that. The S.Ps’ should be told that they shall 
be punished if anybody under them does any wrong. Last of 
all Chaudhri Sahib has referred to the fact that the incidence 
of taxation falls mainly upon the villagers. This has been so 
during the Mughal period. During the British regime also the rural 
population paid the larger portion of revenues. Now also 
they have to bear the burden of the taxes. I wish to submit that 
if our hon. Friends extend us a helping hand we can go forward very 
quickly with the Nangal and Bhakra projects upon which depends the 
prosperity or Hariana Prant. Most of our difficulties will vanish with 
the completion of these projects. We will forget the colonies of 
Layallpur, Montgomery and Sheikhupura in no time. But the 
most important thing is that we should try to strengthen the hands 
of those who wish to improve the administration. This can be 
done only by realizing our responsibility and not by unnecssary 
criticism. | 


(At this stage Mr, Speaker reasumed the Chair.) 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: On a point of personal explanation, 
Sir. I wish to state that the hon. Member has referred to the 
appointment of the Advocate General. Had he explained all the 
circumstances under which the appointment was made, no scope 
for misunderstanding could have arisen. But since he has not 
done so I wish to make the position clear. The manner in which 
the Advocate General was removed earlier was much resented by 
the hon. Members of this House. Nearly all the Members had 
considered the removal as improper. Anyhow, now the names for 
the appointment were sent by the High Court and the best man 
was appointed to the job. The certificate of the Chief Justice Late 
Diwan Ram Lall is on the file and I offer that a two or three 
man Committee may be appointed to inquire into the propriety of 
the appointment and I shall be prepared to pay the penalty that 
it may impose if my decision is proved to be wrong. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: (Gurdaspur, General, Rural): Sir, the 
other day while speaking on the Address of his Excellency, address- 
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ing some of the faces that adorn the Treasury Benches, I said “I 
see faces which lack vision, which lack intelligence and which lack 
imagination’. The hon. Chief Minister took strong exception to | 
my remarks and he was much annoyed over them. At that time | 
T could not make out whether he was rightly annoyed or it was fo 


eee ae 


from a narrow angle of vision that he took exception to those remarks. 
i I have searched my heart again and am very sorry to say that I 
have to repeat those very words. Sir, not only these people lack | 
intelligence, vision and imagination but they have been guilty of 
casting to the winds all the sacred trusts that have been placed 
in the hands of these people. As I said before, their betrayal of the 
masses, who entrusted them with the task of forming a Government, 
j is without comparison and without a parallel. In other countries 
people tell truths, half-truths and lies but it isa parliamentary 
practice that when they come to the House of Commons or 
Parliaments of their respective countries they do not tell half- 
truths and lies, they speak truth and nothing but truth. Here 
T feel that it is not truth and half-truth but false-hood that has 
been mentioned in the budget speech of yesterday, in inglorious 
ways. 


Minister for Labour : Sir, is the hon. Member using parliament- 
ary words ? 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Sir, I do not know to which word the 
hon. Minister objects but I withdraw that word in deference to the 
wishes of the Chair. 


Sir, I am reminded of the days of the last Czar in Russia. In 
his time, the history tells us, there was a man called Rasputan, who 


was responsible for the sufferings and troubles of the people of 
Russia. Whatever the Czar did, in fact Rasputan was responsible 


for it. Similarly in the Punjab these days it is not the Government 

officials who rule the State it is not the Ministers who rule here but it 

is an astrologer Sharma by name who rules the State. It is 

a pity that when an officer whether subordinate or higher, wants 

= anything—an increment or leave—he has not to go to the hon. Minister 
in charge but to that individual, Mr. Sharma who wields so much 
influence. People have to approach this man for what they want to 
be done. 


Interruption by Chaudhri Kartar Singh. 

Mr. Speaker: I would expect from the hon. Members that they 
would be polite in what they say. The hon. Members are expected 
to remain within limits when referring to other hon. Members of the 
House. 
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Shri Prabodh Chandra: Sir, the hon. Member who interrupted 
me has a limited mastery of English language and has never attended 
a University. I can only pity him. 


Mr. Speaker: Any hon. Member can raise any objection. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Sir, when I was interrupted I was 
saying that it is not the hon. Ministers who rule the State but there 
is an individual............... | 


Mr. Speaker: It does not concern the general discussion of the 
Budget. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: It is a common story. 

Mr. Speaker: I do not like these stories. 

Chaudhri Lahri Singh: These stories may be relevant. 
Mr. Speaker: Most of these things are irrelevant. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Sir, in this connection I am reminded 
of a ruling given by the late Chaudhri Sir Shahab-ud-Din when 
Pandit Munni Lal Kalia was speaking on a Bill that was against the 
Hindus as a community. 


Mr. Speaker: You leave that ruling aside and proceed with 
your speech. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Pandit Muni Lal Kalia raised a point 
of order. ` 


Mr. Speaker: Don’t discuss the ruling or the point of order but. 
proceed with your arguments. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Sir, in deference to your wishes I will 
not discuss this point any more. I was submitting a little while ago 
that in the Budget speech of yesterday not only half-truths have 
been mentioned but we even find false statements. While talking 
about the local bodies the hon. Minister for Finance stated that the 
Government had given up the policy of nominating members to these 
bodies. But what do we find in practice? We find in the news 


papers that two people have been nominated to the Amritsar 
Municipal Committee. What I was driving at was that while in 
other countries of the world half-truths and lies might be told 
outside the legislatures but inside the legislatures nothing but truth 
is spoken. What do we find here? Exactly the opposite of it. 
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Something is stated as the policy of the Government on a 
particular question in the papers and on the same day during the 
course of Budget speech exactly the contrary is said. In my district 
two nominations have been made to the Gurdaspur District Board. 
One of the nominees has been in jail for seven years as a convict 
in a dacoity and the other gentleman was placed in No. 10 the very 
day his name was gazetted as a member of the Board. (Laughter) 
If the Government want it I can even name the person. As I 
consider myself to be a part oi the Government, I share credit for 
their good acts and at the sametime I take discredit for its misdeeds 
as well. There are faces in the Cabinet for whom I have the greatest 
regard and therefore I will not use words which I might otherwise 
have been tempted to use. There are hon. Members whose honesty 
is above board. One of the hon. Members while supporting the 
Government said that there was absolutely no corruption, that the 
finances of the State were perfectly all right and so on. I am 


reminded of a story which was very common in jails. ‘There used to. 


be a practice in the jails that all the 24 hours, one of the persons on 
the jail staff would go round the cuter wall and shout “Sab Achha’’. 
One night at about 10 of the clock when we were locked up in the 
jail ten of our friends who were transferred from Multan arrived there. 
They were not provided with any beddings nor were they given any 
food. We shared what we had with them but still 4 of them remained 
without any beddings and 5 without any food. We reported the matter 
to the man on duty and he shouted “Four without beddings; Five 
without any food ; Baki Sab Achka”. (Laughter) One morning three 
persons who were condemned prisoners were hanged and while their 
dead bodies were lying that man continued to shout “Sab Achha”’. 


_ What I want to impress upon the hon. Members is that when they 


say that there is no corruption, they should see and make sure and 
create conditions where there is no corruption. By simply saying that 
there is no corruption it cannot be rooted out just as by simply saying 
“Sab Achha”, there could not be “Sab Achha’’. J have a great 
regard for some of the hon. Ministers who adorn the Government 
Benches. Unfortunatly, however, it is an open story that the 
conduct of some of the hon. Ministers is not above borad. | 


Mr. Speaker: Order, order. The hon. Member cannot be 
permitted to say these things. Ii he has any specific charges, he can 
level them by moving a substantive motion. The hon. Member has not 
been relevant although I gave him some latitude. He should now 
wind up his speech. | 

Shri Prabodh Chandra: It is our duty to mould our conduct 
in such a way that it should be above reproach and above board. In 


| 
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conclusion, Sir, I assure the hon. Ministers that whatever I have said 
is not out of malice but in the spirit of making constructive criticism 
and all in good faith. 


Sardar Bachan Singh (Ludhiana Central, Sikh, Rural) 
( Hindustani): The hon. Chief Minister has in the first paragraph 
of the first page of the Buggest Speech said :— 


** The Greatest amongst us left a message of peace and good will 
and which he practised even by laying down his life and we who 
survive him, and on whom devolve the responsibilities of guiding 
the state Government to-day have to stand firmly by his 


It is crystal clear from this that he has laid much stress on the 
point that he and his colleagues of the Cabinet are the real followers 
of Mahatma Gandhi and that the Budget has been prepared on 
the very principles set by him. But while studying the Budget and 
also the Supplementary Demands, I was all the time reminded of 
those air-crafts which have been purchased by our poor Government 
in general and the Ministry which claims to be the real follower 
of Mahatma. Gandhi, in particular. They purchased these aeroplanes 
for lakhs of rupees and have since then been spending thousands 
on them monthly simply with a view to maintain their dignity. 
They are under the impression that by keeping aeroplanes and by 
maintaining them they can maintain their dignity. In fact they 
have been very particular to keep up this show. When they were 
asked whether they were actually using these aeroplanes for trave'ling 
purposes it was said that they were using these on few occasions. 
Perhaps they were making these aimless flights on few occasions 
only as they cannot withstand the air-journey. 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh: This was not their main excuse. They 
were afraid lest they should be deprived of their travalling 
allowance. 

Chaudhri Suraj Mal: gc ar iA war ara 
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Sardar Bachan l Singh: It is given in the Supplementary 
Estimates that.. e 


Mr. Speaker: Any matter which has been fixed for some other 
day cannot be anticipated now. 
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Sardar Bachan Singh: Sir, I wish to point out that this year 
asum of Rs. 32,550 has been spent for the maintenance and 
servicing of aircrafts. No provision for this item exists in the 


original Budget. Lakhs of rupees have been wasted without any 

w rhyme or reason. This benign Government would be spending 
Rs. 20,000 in connection with the Certificate of Air-worthiness. After 
wasting lakhs on these aircrafts it has decided to dispose them of. 
My hon. Friends can very well imagine the mentality of our 
Government. It will not be out of place to mention here that our 
Ministry which is working according to the ideals laid down by 
Mahatma Gandhi who also preached to earn livelihood by spinning 
cotton, has wasted lakhs of rupees on these aircrafts. Now it is 
proposed to spend Rs. 32,550 on their maintenance and also for 
fulfilling certain obligations. It appears that our Government in 
general and the hon. Chief Minister in particular have come under 
the influence of some astrologer who has advised them to take such 
a step. So much money has thus been wasted. . 


y’ 


Now-a-days it is being said in every nook and corner of the State 
that our Government has made it a point to increase taxation on 
the poor people. An hon. Member while expressing the same view 
has maintained that it was not possible for the Government to 
impose any taxes on the rich. In this connection I wish to quote 
an instance. In 1948, Sugar Factory Control Bill was introduced 
in the House and referred to a Select Committee. I would like to 
quote a few lines from the report of this Committee :— 


The Provincial Government may after consulting the Board by 
notification impose a cess not exceeding six pies a maund on the 
entry of sugarcane into a local area specified in such notification 
and that the factory owner shall contribute an equal amount 
by way of a cess and the total cess shal] be used for the develop- 
ment of the area from which a cess is recovered............ 


7 f 
l Shri Dev Raj Sethi: On a point of Order, Sir. Isit not a 
i confidential document ? 
Mr. Speaker: Any decision of this House cannot be attacked. 
Sardar Bachan Singh: My submission is that the Government 
brought in a Bill on this principle. 
- Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member cannot attack it. 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal: Can the hon. Member not cite examples 
whereby he can show the conduct of this Government ? 
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Mr. Speaker: If by doing so he is attacking this House, he 


cannot do so. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Sir, I was submitting that our Govern- 
ment is bent upon increasing taxation on the poor and the down- 
trodden. It is crystal clear from the above quoted lines that in spite 
of the considered view of the Select Committee to impose cess on 
both the cane growers and the factory owners, the latter were 
exempted from paying the cess and the whole burden of the cess 
was to fall upon the former who unfortunately belong to the poor 
class. In fact it is the intention of the Government to levy minimum 
taxes on the rich and the maximum taxes on the poor. This is how 
our Ministry which claims to work according to the principles laid 
down by the Father of the Nation, is serving the poor people of this 
State. 


Further I wish to point out that if we study the figures in the 
Budget under the Head; Police, we wi!l find that in 1948 a sum of 
Rs. 35 lakhs was spent on the national Volunteer Corps. When 
this demand of Rs. 35 lakhs was placed before the House, at that 
time Sardar Swaran Singh the then Home Minister felt proud of 
making such a proposal. In 1949 a sum of Rs. 20 lakhs was spent 
on it and now it is proposed to spend only Rs. 3 lakhs. It is clear 
from this that the National Volunteer Corps will soon be reduced 
to a skeleton both physically and financially. On the one hand it is 
said that the clouds of war are on the horizon and that there is every 
likelihood of an attack by the enemy, while on the other the amount 
which used to be made available for strengthening the National 
Volunteer Corps, has been reduced to a few lakhs and it seems to 
be a closed chapter now. What more can we expect from a .Govern- 
ment which previously convinced us about the importance of 
National Volunteer Corps and which instead of making more and 
more money available to it in view of the present conditions, has 
reduced its expenditure. | | 


Wow about Education. A fairly good amount has been 
provided in the Budget for providing education to the masses. My 
hon. Friends know it full well that my hon. Friend Mehta Ranbir 
Singh had moved a Resolution in this House to the effect that 
primary education should be made compulsory in the State. When 
he moved this Resolution our Government declared in unequivocal 
terms that it was already its intention to make primary education 
compulsory in the Staite, and it went even to the extent of saying 
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that no time should be lost in supporting it unanimously. Our 
Education Minister Sardar Narotam Singh during his visit to Ambala 
remarked that he would bring about a revolution in the sphere of 
education. Asked as to how he would do this, he remarked that 
arrangements have been made for imparting basic education. Now 
on looking through the Budget, we find that a sum of rupees forty-two 
thousand has been provided for this purpose. On the other hand 
provision has been made for Parliamentary Secretaries, one Chief 
Parliamentary Secretary and three Private Parliamentary Secretaries 
in the Budget, even though for the last six months the 
Government has been carrying on its work without the 
help of a single Parliamentary Secretary and has not felt any 
difficulty in their absence. The burden of taxation on the rural 
population has been increased by enhancing the rate of ‘abiana’. When 
we go back to our villages, people will certainly ask us what we have 
brought for them in return for Rs. (60) sixty lakhs that we have 
agreed to give tothe Government. What other reply shall we give 
to them except that here is a sum of Rs. (42) forty-two thousand 
earmarked for your education. And to be more exact we shall have 
to tell them that this is to be spent on opening a few schools in 
villages, whose number exceeds (15) fifteen thousand. We wonder 
what kind of revolution does the Education Minister propose to bring 
about by his scheme of basic education with this sum of (42) forty-two 
thousand rupees? (Laughter). Now arises the question of medical 
aid and the improvement of means of communication in rural areas. 
Not a single penny has been provided in the Budget for opening 
hospitals in rural areas. The Finance Secretary has given a long list 
of schemes, totalling about forty, which have had to be given up in 
the year 1949-50 owing to financial strengency. And, lo-! that is the 
end of all schemes of development—roads and buildings and every- 
thing that could improve the condition of rural areas! if this State of 
affairs continues, it will be no wonder if next year the Finance 
Secretary gives a list of abandoned schemes for want of funds. Now 
as to which ‘guru’ advised them about this stratagem of including 
these schemes in the Budget, and then at the end of the year coming 
forth with a declaration from the Finance Secretary that these schemes 
have been abandoned owing to financial stringency, passes my ¢6om- 
prehension. Why were these schemes included in the last year’s 
Budget, if only they were to be given up ? 


Now I come to the next point. This Assembly, only a few days 
back, passed a resolution strongly recommending to the Government 
the postponement of the scheme of nationalization of transport for 
three years. But now when we have looked into the Budget, we 
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find provision for managers, superintendents, clerks aa the whole 

equipment for running bus services. It is also stated that the 
Government intends to take over Pathankot and Kalka-Simla routes, 

run omnibus services in Ludhiana and Ferozepur and extend the 

existing omnibus services in Amritsar and Jullundur. What is all 5 
this about, one fails to understand. What was the use of all those 

discussions on the nationalisation issue and the decision arrived at 

by this Assembly? I, for one, cannot understand these juggler’s 

tricks, who'can take out of his bag anything you ask him. 


In his Budget speech, the hon. Chief Minister stated :— 


‘*Rural evacuee houses available were ©,68,323. A large destruction 

of rural houses took place at the time of migration and it is i 

estimated that the number of houses totally destroyed was 

2,25,539, and partially destroyed 1,25.227.” Fuither on he A 

stated: ‘‘ We contemplate setting up model villages for rural 

re-housing.” 

So the number of houses that will have to be rebuilt ‘s about 2 

lakhs and 25 thousand plus one lakh and 25 thousand, in order to , 
provide houses to the rural population. In all, the Government will 
have to build at least 3 lakh new houses in rural areas. So far it 
has succeeded in building one model house at a cost of rupees 7 
thousand. The hon. members can themselves form an idea as to how 
much time will it take the Government to provide houses to the 
rural population and no steps have been taken to stop the destruction 
of houses, which continues unabated. Now the total amount given 
as loans to the rural people during the current year is just Rs. 25 
lakhs and calculating at the rate of Rs. 7 thousand for each house, it 
can well be imagined as to how many houses could have been built 
with the help of these loans in rural areas. Sir if you visit Ferozepur, j 
Jullundur or any other district, yow will come across the ruins of 
thousands cf villages that have been destroyed. The hon. Chief 
Minister seems to think that rural rehabilitation will be complete as 
soon as the work of allotment of evacuee land is finished. I would 
say, Sir, that this is a vain hope. From where will the peasants who 
are alloted land, get the houses to live in? Has any provision been 
made to provide them housing accommodation ? While referring to 
the rehabilitation of urban people, it was stated that 6,800 sites have 
been laid, where houses will be built for them. Already nearly 4,000 
houses have been constructed in 11 township for the urban people 
and now it is proposed to spend Rs. 45 lakhs in laying drainage and 
water supply works in these townships, Rs. 12 lakhs in order to 
develop roads in the area of new sites, Rs. 15 lakhs for the develop- 
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ment of another 10,000 sites, and Rs. 7 lakhs on the electrification of 
these colonies. In all, a sum of about Rs. 80 lakhs has been earmarked 
for providing modern amenities to the urban population, including 
the development of 6,800 sites where the construction work has yet 
to begin, and despite the fact that for hundreds of houses in these 
townships, no customer is to be found. And so far as the rural areas 
are concerned, no money is to be found for opening schools, hospitals 
or construction of roads, in spite of fact that the rate of ‘abiana’ has 
been increased by 50 percent and this is to come from the pockets of 
the rural people who are already contributing most to the Govern- 
ment coffers. During the British regime, these very Congressmen 
used to hold out promises of lightening the burden of the peasants 
and of revising the principles of levying land revenue so as to base it 
on the principles of income tax. Where are those professions now ? It 
appears that those very people are now determined to add to the 
burden of the hard-pressed village folk. 


What is the condition of the Punjab to-day, Punjab which was one 
of the most prsoperous provinces before the partition ? We who used to 
produce 60% of the total cotton produce of India, are now producing 
only 3 percent. We who used to export wheat, are to-day facing a 
deficit even in this essential article of food. To-day it is on the lips 
of every body, that our economic condition is very bad. 


6, P.M. 


Sir, our Government is burdening the people with more and more 
taxes in our State. If you look to U.P. you will find, Sir, that its 
population in the year 1941 was 5 Crores and 77 lakh and it has prepar- 
ed a budget of Rupees 92 crores whjle the population of our State 
according to the figures of the year 1941 is one crore and twenty 
one lakhs and its Budget is 16 crores of rupees. The incidence of 
tax in U.P. is Rs. 9/- per capita as compared to Rs. 13/- per capita 
in our State. When we are paying more tax as compared to other 
States, I fail to understand why the same facilities that are being 
extended to people in other States should not be afforded to us. Sir, 
if you look at the memorandum of the Budget for this year, you will 
find that the Government have provided 4 crores and 99 lakhs of 
rupees i.e. nearly about 5 crores of rupees for Civil Administration. 
Somebody asked me to express my opinion on the Budget and I replied 
that this is a Budget of highly placed officers and not of a common 
man. The Budget, as we see, does not contain anything other than 
the salaries of Government servants. In the United Punjab the 
expenditure on administration was not so heavy as we witness in our 
State at present. This State now comprises 13 districts out of 
which Simla is only a district in name. If we compare the heads of 
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departments of this State with the United Punjab, we shall find that 
in the Industries Department there used to be one Director 
of Industries and one Deputy Director of Industries in the United 
Punjab whereas there are one Director of Industries and four Deputy 
Directors of Industries here. Besides this, the appointment of three 
Financial Commissioners in our State is a clear proof of the fact that 
there is top-heavy expenditure on the administration in our State. 
It isthe absence ofany other expenditure except that of salaries of 
Government servants that we find a balanced Budget in our State. 
This balanced Budget cannot be regarded as of any consequence, as 
the Government could show more surplus if the salaries of Govern- 
ment servants which form a major portion of expenditure had been 
only shown eliminating other minor expenditure on various depart- 
ments. We had not achieved. independence merely so see Police raj 
in our State or unduly large number of officers being employed in 
our State. But we had wished that there would .be satisfactory 
arrangements for imparting education in order. to remove illiteracy 
and to provide well-equipped hospitals for the sick and infirm. Such 
arrangements are far from satisfactory in our State. We find that 
our Government have opened a dispensary for am average of 30,000 
population in our State. Such arrangements do not leave much 
scope of bringing medical aid within the easy reach of villagers. But 
according to Birla Plan there would be one hospital for 500 people 
and more schools in villages which will be managed by Village 
Panchayats. Now the Government want to inaugurate this scheme 
throughout India. It is strange that the Government adopts the 


recommendations made in the Birla Plan though it professes that 


India will be governed in conformity with Gandhian ideals. Our 
Government has sponsored the Village Panchayat Bill and when it is 
passed it proposes to establish Panchayat Raj in our villages. They 
say that these Panchayats will be invested with executive and judicial 
powers and as soon as they begin to function, the work with regard 
to the management of schools and construction of roads etc., will be 
entrusted to them. But when I see the Budget, I find that the 
Government have ear-marked rupees 28 lakhs only for village 
panchayats in al! districts comprising 85,000 villages. This would 
mean, in other words, rupee one for forty persons in a village. With 
this paltry sum the Government claim to usher in a new era of 
prosperity in villages. May I ask whether such a Panchayat Raj 
could be panacea for all evils in villages ? Will the amount so ear- 
marked be sufficient for the constructive programme that the 
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Government intend to carry out through village Panchayats in 
villages ? There can be no gainsaying the fact that the execution of 
all these welfare measures in villages requires adequate provision of 
funds and with this scale of expenditure there is not much to hope 
that village panchayats could become the provider of essential 
amenities in villages. It would be difficult for them to go forward 
in any direction with this limited finance that has been placed at 
their disposal. I think that this problem requires careful consideration 
if the Government really intend to carry out constructive programme 
in villages. The rural masses have brone many hardships and 
sufferings in the past. There has been continual strain on the 
patience of these people who have been fed on promises of good times 
to come. But their hopes are now fading out fast and their patience 
has now almost been exhausted. Let therefore, these Ministers, weigh 
the situation properly and address themselves seriously to work for the 
weal of these poor people. If they are unable to play their role 
successfully, they should quit their offices as the village masses 
cannot tolerate the unhelpful attitude of the Government for long. 
Nobody can relish the idea that the Ministry should be retained 
more aS an ornament to the Government then for serving any useful 
purpose. l 
Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member should wind up his speech. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Sir, now I would refer to a notable 
work that the Government has done in connection with the Grow 
More Food Campaign. It has inaugurated a novel scheme for the 
destruction of monkeys in the State. The Government has set apart 
about two lakhs of rupees for this purpose. 


Sir, what I mean to bring out is the fact that this Government 
has no policy of its own. If there are instructions from above że. 
from the central Government for destroying the wild animals in 
connection with the Grow More Food Campaign orders are issued 
that wild animals should be killed. And when sonebody who matters 
for example a man like Lala Hardev Sahai, objects to the killing 
of monkeys, the scheme is given up. 

Some hon. Members: No mention of names please. 

Sardar Bachan Singh: Sir, I am mentioning what I wave heard 
from the people with my own ears. They say that monkeys formed 
the Army of Hanuman who was a Commander-in-Chief of Ram and 
this Pandit who sits in the Gaddi being a scion of Rawana is bent 
on destroying them. 


Mr. Seaker: The hon. Member means that there is no Ram Raj 
in the State. | 
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Sardar Bachan Singh: Sir, it is said that it is Rawan Raj and 
not Ram Raj. This Government can neithar displease the Central 
Government nor their kith and kin. They appear to have forged 
a formula for pleasing both and it is that shooting squads should be 
disbanded and that licences should he granted to the people. I 
say that licences are there with the people already. What is the Cs 
function that the Government will perform in connection with | 
the Grow More Food Compaign ? The Government does not appear 
to have any definite policy in this behalf ann for that matter about 
anything. When the protagonists of this Government go to the 
transport operators, they tell them that the nationlization scheme 
would he deferred for 3 years but here in this House details of 
huge expenditure for this work are placed before us. This ~~ 
Government can never adopt a definite policy and is ever trying 
to find a via media. Such an attitude may be illustruted by the ee | 
Punjabi saying. - 

| 


M Ci 
Pa 


foe ei wee HASH AFS, 
gud ag 5 Hoe fee uI 3 wAHal- T 


Rg Ai na? qasaa Fra, 
q HF A na, fea dt a aaar | 


This means that the Gevernment has faith neither in one 
ideology nor in the other and is hanging between the two. 


Master Gurbanta Singh suggested the establishment of a Govern- 
ment by the sweepers. I welcome this suggestion and am perfectly 


at one with him. 
a 


Minister for Labour: The hon. Member will oppose that 
Government as well. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: I can give a written bond that I shall 
not. Sir, tosum up my speech I say that the Budget before us 
is not a poor man’s Budget. It appears as if a regular attempt 
has been made not to make any provision for the villages and the 
low paid Government servants. It is altogether strange that 
servants drawing a salary of over one hundred rupees are entilted 
to special pay, dearness allowance, hill allowance, temporary 
allowance, this allowance and that allowance but nothing is being 
given to the lower paid men like the Chaprasis, school masters and 
clerks who are in fact the backbone of the administration. There 
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isnot a word of cheer for them in the Budget. This Budget 
condemns itself when it provides something like Rs. 3,500 P.M. 
for some and not even a square meal for others. In these circum- 
stances I am in a position to say that this Government is not 
being run by desciples of Mahatma Gandhi. Had our Ministers 
followed the principles of the great Mahatma I would have 
congratulated them. But unfortunatly I find a gulf dividing their 
professions from their practices. Their case is that of an elephant 
which has one set of teeth for display and another for use. 


Master Gurbanta Singh: (Jullundur General Rural Reserve 1 Seat) 
(Hindustani) Sir, many of the points that I had a mind to place before 
the House have already been discussed by some of the hon, members, 
Only a few things have been left untouched and I shall deal with 
them. I say that the Budget that has been presented to the House 
contains no hope or promise for the low paid Government Servants. 
No attempt has been made to raise their salaries. The House is 
already aware that the vernacular teachers have given a notice 
to the Government that they would hold a demonstration in 
front.of the Legislative Assembly in case their demands are not 
granted. (An hon. Member. That notice has been withdrawn.) But 
in my opinion the matter still stands unsettled. | 


Sir, we often accuse the low paid police sepoys for accepting 
bribes. But I ask does the Government pay them enough to meet 
their needs so that they may not resort to uncalled for practices. A 
sepoy is always required to put on a neat and clean uniform, he must 
get himself shaved and keep tidy as otherwise disciplinary action 
would be taken against him. All this requires money and the 
Government has not enhanced his salary. Therefore, this Budget 
is not of the poor but of the rich who are sometimes paid more than 
100 times the poor officials. 


I wish to bring to the notice of the House that ours is a shifty 
Government. It never sticks to one policy. About five or six 
months ago there was a notification issued by H. E. the Governor that 
the village artisans who earned Rs. 700 or less shall not be subject 
toa tax. This decision was not palatable to the big Zamindars 
because they thought that they might be asked to pay niore as the 
poor people were being given exemption. They appear to have made 
representations and it is said that the Government is reconsidering 
the question of exemption from tax given to the artisans., 
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What I mean to say is that the Government does not fulfil its | 
promises. It issues some notifications and makes some law but | 


afterwards alter them. This brings the Government into disrepute. 


Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: Has it not already gone into AL 


disrepute. y 


Master Gurbanta Singh: I fear lest it earns more of it. The ; 
Government has earned such a bad name that we who-are responsible E 
for having created it find it difficult to go to our villages and face 
the people there. Before my hon. Friend Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha p 
became a Member of this House, he used to wear Gandhi Cap. Since n 
his election he has started wearing turban. When I asked him the A 
cause of this change, he replied that he could not go to his village $ 

ty 
q 
7 
i 
| 
| 


in Gandhi Cap, because in that case the people would regard him to 
be a black-marketeer. | 


The Government is doing great injustice to us. I wish to narrate 
the case of a Harijan clerk, who is employed in an office at Simla. A 
certain person, who is Brahman by caste, ill-treated him and told 
him not to visit his house, as he was an untouchable. The 
Harijan clerk filed a suit against that person through the Advisory 
Committee constituted by the Government, but it has not been 
decided so far. Another thing which I wish to point out is that we 
have requested the Government several times that as our country 
has become independent, the stigma of our being non-agriculturists 
should now be removed. 


| 
Mr. Speaker: There is a resolution on this subject which j 
would be coming before the House. ( 


Master Gurbanta Singh: I was submitting, that even after the 
attainment of independence the disability which was imposed on us 
by the foreign rulers still subsists. We are not so rich that we would 
purchase large areas of land. The only thing which we desire is that ~g 
we should be able to live respectably in the villages. Though our 4 
mainstay is the tilling of soil, so long as the existing law is there ; 
we can command no respect in our villages. I am sorry that in the j 
party meeting, I was made to withdraw the Resolution, which I had 
given notice of. 


Then, Sir, in last June, certain percentage of services in Govern- . oE 
ment Offices was reserved for the Harijans. I am sorry that the JE 
Government is not acting on its decision. Harijans are not being j 
given their due share in the services. 
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In the matter of rehabilitation of displaced persons, those who were 
land-lords in Pakistan have been allotted land, others have been 
given houses and shops, but so far as we are concerned, those of us 

_ who settled in the villages after partition are being dispossessed of 
= the lands which were originally given to us because no provision has 
| been made for land-less tenants in the scheme of quasi-permanent allot- 

ment of land. We are not even being given loans by the Government, 
In the villages we have been burdened with very heavy taxes. House- 
tax profession-tax, marriage-tax and sales-tax are only a few of these. 
While on the one hand taxes on the villagers are so heavy they are 
being provided no amenities. In my village there are four schools 
- at present but there is a proposal to close these. There are no hos- 
pitals or good roads in the rural areas. These amenities are available 
only in the cities. Some of my hon. Friends who are representatives 
i of the rural people never go to the villages except when they have to 
J obtain their votes. Some of them who used to live in the villages, 
have now shifted to cities. Nobody appears to care for these back- 
ward people. 


Then, Sir, the Government constituted Harijan Welfare Advisory 
Committees. Presidents of the Tehsil Congress Committees, members 
of the Municipal Committees and some other persons are appointed 
as members of these Committees. Such a Comittee was formed in 
Jullundur also. These Committees are not intended for the benifit of 
Harijans. Their only object is to do propaganda on behalf of the 
Ministers. 


Mr. Speaker: No motive should be attributed. 


Master Gurbanta Singh: When the work of a Committee is 
not approved by the Government, it is dissolved and a new Committee 
is constituted. I was also member of such a Committee in Jullundur. 
I protested to the Government against communalism prevalent there 
and also against its being used for doing propaganda. The same is the 
case with Panchayat Officers. They are used for carrying on propa- 
ganda in favour of some Ministers and other Congressmen. I know 
the case of my own Tehsil. The Panchayat Officer went there and 
told the people that if they did not act in a particular manner, he 
would dissolve the Panchayat. The Jats turned him out from there. 
» It is highly objectionable that the Government should use its officials 
i for doing propaganda on its behalf. The Government which does 
) such things can not last long. The evil of untouchability exists to 
| 


or 


such an extent that it can not be removed by passing a few laws. 
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Only yesterday I received a letter from a Harijan who was appointed 
Naib-Tehsildar by the Government of the United Punjab. He has 
written me that his colleagues look down upon him as a member 
of a lower class and treat him with contempt. If the treatment 
meted out to Harijans is brought to the notice of the Government, we 
are told that this feeling can be removed only by co-operation. I 
shall again request the Government to arrange for redress of wrongs 
done to us and to take steps to get those who treat us ill, arrested 
under law. A Harijan Qanungo went to Kangra for receiving training. 
He could not get food thers for ten days and had to leave that place 
without obtaining leave. 


The Assembly then adjourned till 2 P.M. on wednesday, 15th 
March 1950. : 


Debates 


15th March, 1950 
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PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


First SEssIOoN Or THE First PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


Wednesday, 15th March 1950. 


a ee 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Simla, at 2 p. m. of the clock. Mr. 
Speaker ( The Honourable Sardar Kapoor Singh ) in the chair. 


QUESTION HOUR. 


Chief Minister: (The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava); Sir, I request 
that the question hour be dispensed with to-day so that the House may have 
an hour more for the general discussion of the Budget. 


Mr. Speaker: Is it the sense of the House that the question hour 
be dispensed with? 


Hon. Members: Yes. 
The question hour was accordingly dispensed with. 
GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET. 


Mr. Speaker: The Assembly will now resume general discussion of the 
Budget. 


Master Gurbanta Singh: (Jullundur, General, Rural,) (Reserved Seat) 
( Punjabi ):- Sir, yesterday, I was laying stress on the. fact that 
our Government like the garrulous sister in the Punjabi proverb 


(asi ass feat dail 3 dH aaa fea Hdl Sa) 
(rat aca fea A ah A wa sea faa Ah aka) 


is good at talking but bad at translating its words into action. There are 
sO many instances, in which its promises remain unfulfilled. It was on 


‘the 17th March, 1948, that the hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad had 


declared the intention of the Government to give one post of Under Secretary 
to a Harijan. More than 2 years have since elapsed but this promise has 
rot been honoured by its fulfilment, despite the fact that there are many 
Harijan candidates for this post. On the 14th of February last, Shri Prithvi 
Singh Azad stated in the course of a speech at Jullundur that the percentage 
fixed for backward classes in services cannot be allowed to be applied to the 
police service, because persons of requisite physical strength were not to 
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( Master Gurbanta Singh ) ` . 

be found among them. I can assure the Government that this is not a fact. 
There are hundreds of yvoungmen of good physique in our community, who 
are anxious to serve in the Police Department and are quite fit for it, and I 
would, therefore, urge the Government that posts in the Police Department 
should be reserved for them according to the percentage that has been decided 
upon. It isa pity that the hon. Minister who belongs to our community 
should say such things, and if he says so, how. will the other officers be willing 
to appoint any Harijan and give him his due share? 


Another point to which I would like to draw the attention of the Gove- 
rmment is that the Harijan Welfare Fund is not being properly utilized. I 
do not doubt the intention of the Government. What I want to stress is that 
its instructions in the matter are not properly carried out by its officials. 
Circulars are issued but the ecucational authorit‘es-ard the keads of schools 
and Colleges do not care a hang for them. The Harijan students have not 
been granted any fee concessions or any other relief. The school and college 
authorities probably grudge the advancement of this community, which they 
had hoped would continue serving them like slaves for ever. After allowing 
fee concessions to some Hari‘an studénts, they withdrew these concessions 
after some time on the ground that they have not fared well in quarterly or half- 
yearly examinations. I submit, Sir, that this results in a great hardship for 
the poor people, as they are left with no other alternative but to stop the 
education of their children. This is just an excuse to deny the Harijan child- 


ren the opportunity to educate themselves. So I would request the Gover- 


nment to issue instructions to the school and college authorities to with- 
draw concessions only in those cases where students get plucked in the 
annual examinations. | 


Now about the scholarships. It is the policy of the Goverament to grant 
scholarships to Harijan students right from the 9th class to the post-gradu- 
ate (M. A.) stage. But I have to point out with regret that for the last two 
years and in some cases even for a longer time, payment of scholarships has 
not been made to. them and they are in great trouble. 


Now I want to draw the attention of the Government to another matter 
in which the Harijans are badly in need of its help. Iam referring to those 
cottage industries which are exclusively in the hands of Harijans. The 
Government should have sanctioned some money for the encouragement 
of these industries. No help has been rendered to the Harijan refugees. 
Unlike the other refugees, they have not been allotted land or shops. Nothing 
has been done to rehabilitate them. They have not been given any loans 
or advances for their rehabilitation. No facilities of any kind have been 
given to them. Our community isin a pitiable condition. Some proivsion 
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must be made to rehabilitate them. Some money must be set apart for this 
purpose. i 

People of my community have another grievance, too. I will resume 
my seat after making a mention of it.> The landowners who give land to the 

Harijans for cultivation get their own names entered in the ‘girdawari’ re- 
=< gister and get the ‘khasra’ issued in their own nines, so that they may be 
in a position to eject the Harijan tenants easily at the time of harvesting 
i.e when the crop is ready. This makes the position of Harijan tenants most 


, insecure and leaves then at the mercy of the landlords. The position of 


the Harijan tenants can only become better, if the Government issues in- 
structions that the ‘khasra’ be issued in their names; otherwise they will 
continue to be ejected from land from year to year. 

a 


J a (At this stage Master Gurbanta Singh resumed his seat and Chaudhri Krishna 
Gopal Dutt rose to speak). 


ai 
“Mr. Speaker: I have got a long list of 27 members who want to speak 


to-day. I have counted the minutes at our disposal. We have 


210 minutes 
in all. 


In this way, I will not be able to give more than eight or nine min- 


utes to each hon. Member but I would asx the hon. Members to be brief as 
far as possible. 


In this case, I think, twelve minutes would be reasonable. 
Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: (Ex-member, West Punjab Assembly 


representing North Eastern Towns, Gereral, Uran) (Hindustani) , Sir, first 


of all I offer my heartiest congratulations to the Chief Minister on presenting 


the Budget for the year 1950-51. After this formality, [ would like to ex- 


press my views only about the salient features of this Budget, instead of 
trying to analyse it in details, for the time at my disposal is very short. At 
the very out set, I must express my sense of regret at the conspicuous failure 
of the Punjab Government over a matter of vital importance. Sir, it is well- 
known to you that some years back, a great injustice was done to this Pro- 
vince. Sir, I am referring to the Neimyer Award and the share of income- 
tax allocated to this Province out of the divisible pool under this Award. At 


that time this Province had very strongly raised its voice of protest against the 
= injustice done to it. 


Some time back, this question of fixation of the share 

~ * of the Provinces in the ,divisiLle ¢col’ of income-tax came for revision before 
the Government of India and Sir Chintamani Deshmukh, Ex-Governor of the 

= Reserve Bank of India was entrusted with the task of going through 

this matter again, and he has given his award. According 


to this award, the share of this province’ has been increased 


m from 5 to 5 5 per cent, which means an increase of only 1/2 per cent. 
7 


4 In spite of the fact that at the Finance Ministers’ Conference held at 


Deihi. in which every Province nad put forth its claims for a higher share, 
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we had strongly contended that the Provinces whose economy had been 
shattered as a result of the partition should be given preferential treatment 
in the matter. We were assured by Dr. John Mathai that the partitioned 
Provinces wonld be given special conSideration in this matter. But now that 
the award has been announced, we find that no special consideration has been 5 
given to the circumstances of the Punjab. On behalf of the people of this - 

State, I voice my feelings of protest and strong disapproval at the share that 

has been allotted to the Punjab under the Deshmukh- Award. This matter 

is to be reviewed again after some time by a Committee to be appointed by 

the Government of India. Though the Government has not indicated in the 

Budget as to what it intends to do in the matter, I would urge that no effort 

should be spared to represent adequately the case of this State ‘before == 
this Committee. This House should record its protest avainst the share that 

has been allotted to our State. 


Sir, in view of the present-day economy of the Punjab, I do not welcome 
the surplus: Budget of the State. I must protest against this surplus Budget 
as I think it is a very important point involving a principle of public finance. 
I no doubt agree that an attempt has been made to balance the Budget 
under the instructions of the Government of India in order to create confidence 
in the minds of the people. The economy of our State has been completely | 
shattered and we have not fully recovered from the catastrophic effects of ! 
partition. Our State being the less developed, there is an urgent need for 
financing productive fields of industry and agriculture to increase the well- 
being and prosperity of the people. Under these circumstances, we should be 
realistic and honest to tell the people that our State being poor we cannot 
_undertake a hundred things that people want us to undertake with our slender 
resources. We should have the boldness to confess that the State’s economic 
condition is pretty bad instead of following expedient politics and creating 
irresponsible hopes in the minds of the people. With the present economic 
conditions, a surplus budget was out of question. The surplus Budget would 
indicate that the conditions in the State are allright and that its present 
financial position is quite sound though in reality it is not. We can expect = 
that the finances would show an improvement on the completion of Bhakra e= 
„and Nangal Projects. But I really fail to understand the significance of 
preparing a surplus Budget when there is an urgent need of spending more 
money on economic improvement of our State. I find that expenditure on 
the beneficent departments has been much curtailed. In the field of 
industrial and agricultural production, their output and level of production 
is still far below. With this background of a none-too-happy economic situa- 
tion, I could not expect the Government to persent a balanced cr surplus i 
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Budget. The beneficent departments have been kept starved but on the 
other hand the surplus Budget is indicative of the fact that the provincial 
finance is on a sound footing. I would, therefore, tell the hon. Chief Minister 
that showing of a surplus Budget is the method of economists of the old 

school of thought and that a Budget in any particular year must be in line 
with the economic background of the State. I, therefore, do not welcome 
the idea of balancing the Budget at the cost of over-all development of the 
State. As this Budget relates to the new year, I would suggest 

= that it should be reconsidered by a Committee of all heads of departments 
which should be constituted to do this work. If the Budget is allowed to 
remain as it is, I have no hesitation in saying that our State will not be able 
to make any progress as it is obvious that the Government would not be able to 
go forward in any direction without funds. I have gone through th , Budget 
and find that there is a disproportionate allocation of funds for the various 
departments. Whereas we notice perceptible expansion in'the educational 
Budget, we find that Government has failed to provide quotas of necessary 
expenditure for other beneficent departments. I think forty-six percent of the 
total provision made for beneficent derartments is for Education. It shows 
clearly that the Government has shown step-motherly treatment towards 
these departments by effecting substantial reduction in their budget estimates, 
The Government should have ear-inarked adequate funds for Agriculture Dep- 
artment. The most urgent problem of the State at present is to increase 
agricultural production on account of food deficit. The well-being of the 
State and the prosperity of the common man depends upon the increased 
production of food-grains. Similar is the case with Industries Department 
which has also received scant attention of the Government. Some of my 
hon, Friends have remarked that a deficit Budget relates to the time 
when I happened to hold the office of Finance Minister and if the industries 
have not made the desired progress the responsibility lay upon me. In reply 
to this, I have to be very careful as I cannot divulge Cabinet secrets. But 

i I would only say that many schemes were ready at the time when the Budget 

estimates for that year had been prepared and so the provision could not be 
made at the time for the execution of such schemes. Moreover, the main diffi- 

i culty was that the programme of putting into execution could not be accele- 

ae a rated as my hands were tied. Our first step, therefore, should be to remove 

| the sense of frustration that exists in the masses to-day and to remove 
their colossal poverty. Further, we should remove disproportion 

in the allocation of funds to vario1s departments. In passing, I may 

remark that the Resources and Retrenchment Committee that was consti- 

tuted more than a year ago has not yet submitted its report. ‘This is most 
regrettable, rather condemrabie. Now it has been stated that a new Resour- 

s ces and Retrenchment Committee has been formed. This is na 
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indefensible act of the Government. I fail to understand 
why the Government has not waited for the recommendations of the 
committee which has now almost finished its task and is on the point of 
submitting its report. The annoucement of the formation of this committee 
was made by the hon. Chief Minister in the House and the Finance Minister 
was appointed as its Chairman. I do not know what were the 
fundamental defects in this committee or on what ground this com- 
mittee has Jost the confidence of the Government. Anyhow, I would not like 
that the Government should play with such important matters. I do not find 
any example of such practice in the history of the world. This is a novel 
case of its kind that a committee which worked for over a year and incurred 
heavy expenses of the Government should be replaced by a new committee. =m 
I would call,it a sign of weakness of the Government. If the state of affairs - 

continues like this, I am afraid the Government might come to an end to-day 
or tomorrow. | 


Sardar Swaran Singh: The Government is full of life today ; no one 


can say of tomorrow, (Laughter). 


Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member should wind up his speech. He has 
already taken 12 minutes. | : 

Chaudhri Kirshna Gopal Dutt: Sir, I do not want any concession in time 
but would accept the time limit that has been fixed by you. I would only 
say that the Government should give serious thought to the points that I have 
placed before the House. In fact, in the Budget speech, the hon. Chief 
Minister has laid stress on political matters and the financial aspect has been | 


completely overlooked. I admit that the financial position of the Province 

has somewhat improved but it is a case of bad budgeting as the nation- 
building departments have been kept starving. The fact is that a saving of 
4 lakhs has only been shown to make it a surplus Budget. This is not the | 
need of the hour. The prime need of the State isa deficit Budget and not a | 
surplus Budget. 


Sardar Kartar Singh : (Ex-Member West Punjab Assembly representing e 
Lyallpur West, Sikh, Rural) (Punjabi); Sir, great labour appears to have been 
put in in the balancing of the Budget and there is every hope that our State 
will be able to stand on its own feet very soon. It was at one time thought 
that it would be possible to balance the Budget after completion of the Bhakra 
Dam But now it seems that we shall be able to do so properly, immediately 
after the Nangal Project has been completed and that we shall become 
sufficiently prosperous. I agree that this Budget does not provide j 
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adequate funds for the nation building activities. This provision should 
have been at least one and a half times or twice as large as it is. But un- 
fortunately that could not be as that would have involved imposition of more 
taxes and reduction of expenditure on other departments. Both of these 
remedies are unpleasant as well as difficult. The House knows that schemes 

. involving new taxation are never welcome and the authors thereof become 
unpopular. But in spite of this fact, I make bold to suggest a few taxes in 
order to make good the loss which we shall have to face if no increase is to 
be effected in abiana. These taxes will make up the loss and shall help 
us in expanding our beneficent departments. 


v Firstly, I think that the rate per unit of electricity supplied by the pri- 

‘vate electric companies should be increased. For ordinary consumption, the 
companies supply energy at the rate of 6 to 8 annas pei unit and a rebate of 

~~ 25°% is given to those who pay the charges ona fixed date. There appears 
to be no harm if this rate is enhanced. Similarly, if one pice per unit is 

added to the rate of electricity supplied to the states and the industries we 

can raise a sum of about rupees ten lakhs. Of course, when this increase 

is doubled and it is not unreasonable to do so we can get a sum of about 


rupees twenty lakhs. 


My second suggestion is that more should be charged from the owners 
of the motor cars by way of road tax. The owners of motor cars are 
invariably rich men and are in a position to pay. Therefore the present tax of 
Rs. 95 per annum can safely be raised to Rs. 150 or Rs. 200. Along with 
this I may say, though it may be unpleasant in some quarters, that when 
Government has agreed to defer the nationalization of transport the lorry- 
owners should also be asked to pay higher tax. 


One thing which is a source of a very bad habit for many people should 
be heavily taxed. It is tobacco. Such a step will not only enrich the coffers 
of our State but will also bring health to its citizens. Tobacco is not a ne- 
cessity. It is certainly a luxury and if lakhs of Sikhs can live without it 
there is no reason why others can’t do the same. 


“ Chaudhri Lahri Singh: But it is a central subject. l 
a ie ~ Sardar Kartar Singh: If that is so, the Government of India should be 
asked to give us more from the revenue from tabacco. Sir,jagirs are a relic 
of the past regime and may in some cases be taken back by the Government. 
Of course jagirs granted for religious and charitable purposes or for per- 
sonal bravery should continue but the jagirs which are in the hands of 
such people who are rendering no useful service to the State can be taken 
over-after providing for the holders in case they are not able to earn their 
ait . livelihood. This step will also add to our revenues. We find that a regular 
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struggle is going on between the landlords and the tenants and there are 
some reasons for it. Mostly, this fire is being fanned by the political parties 
and the urbanites who wish to gain political power. May be, desire on the 
part of tenants to be equal with the landlords has also contributed to it. But 
the fact cannot be denied that a solution will have to be found. I suggest 
that < Zamindars owning lands beyond a certain limit may be 
subjected to a surcharge and the money so realized spent through a 
liaison agency for the purposes of the State and purchase of land for te- 
nants in U. P., Madhya Bharat and Pepsu. We should also try to solve our 
problems relating to consolidation of holdings, agriculture, co-operation and 
‘chos’ etc. I think all this work should not be done through a paid agency. 
A good deal of saving can be effected if mass enthusiasm is 
created and part of this work is got done through honorary agencies. So much 
about curtailing expenditure and raising more revenue. Now I shall deal with 
some complaints. 


There are certain complaints to which I wish to draw the attention of 
the Government. Many things have been said in the House about the 
Government officers. I have noticed that whenever they are condemned or 
praised, it is done to the extreme. I wish to point out that still there is a 
tendency of working slowly among the officers. Ludhiana District Board 
passed a Resolution more than eight months back in which they recommend- 
ed the appointment ofa non-official chairman. The Resolution has not 
reached the Minister concerned in this long period of eight months. There 
is a general tendency among the Government officers of not sending such 
things to the proper authorities. I hope that the request made by Ludhiana 
District Board will be conceded but the cause of not sending the Resolution 
to the Minister concerned for such a long period should be enquired into 
and Government officers should be made to realise that such delays would 
not be tolerated in future. 


Another thing to which I wish to draw the attention of the Govern- 
ment is this that at the end of last war certain percentage in the Services 
was reserved for ex-servicemen. These people have not been appointed on 
the posts reserved for them. During war days, these posts had to be filled 
by persons without any military service but there is no reason why ex- 
servicemen should not be appointed on these after the termination of war. 
When the Government is asked to take necessary steps in this direction they 
say that those who are working on these posts have been serving there for 
along period and should not, therefore, be removed. I wish to submit, 
Sir, that unless ex-servicemen are appointed to the posts reserved for them, 
it would cause them great disappointment. The Punjab has always been 
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regarded as the sword-arm of India and it is, therefore, essential that the ex- 


soldiers should not feel discouraged. 


The last thing to which I wish to draw the attention of the Government 
is this that there are certain Scheduled castes among the Sikhs and others 
who are desirous of being declared agriculturists. The hon. Chief Minister can 
concede this request with a stroke of the pen and I request him to 
grant their request and remove their other difficulties. 


Shrimati Sita Devi (Ex-Member, West Punjab Assembly representing 
Lahore City, General, Women Urban) (Hindi): Mr. Speaker, while speaking 
on the Budget, I shall criticise it and offer suggestions in the same way as a 
doctor treats a sick member of his family. In such a case, the doctor prescribes 
medicines or performs operation with a view to cure the patient. I shall 
speak onthe Budget inthe same manner. There was very short time for 
going through this voluminous Budget and I shall make my observations on it 
in the light of the study that I could make in this short period. I hope that 
the hon: Speaker will give me some concession in the matter of time. 

Ag. Speaker: No concession should be expected, 

Shrimati Sita Devi: When this Budget was presented, I entertained 
high hopes, Firstly, it was the first Budget after the setting up of Indian 
Democratic Republic, After the lest Budget, the Government constituted a Rc- 
sources and Retrenchment Committee of which I was also a member, I hoped 
that the Government would effect a great deal of reduction in its expenditure, 
On going through the Budget I find that it has not been done. I thought 
that when I would go down to the plains and p2ople would enquire as to what 
the Government had done for the masses, I would have to tell them that our 
Government believed in the saying :— d 


qai at feet fac nà galat sa gr eer 
efanit a! fav faa He uaa Ga a Ga 
In the case of this House it meant 
Jad oat fear fac nà nma sr A sy 
Haat wz faa fag we ais Gat Ga 


The Government had great respect for the suggestions made by the hon, 
Members of this House but did not act on them. In order to to have a 
Budget of proper type the number of Government servants should have been 
reduced and their salaries also reduced. There are certain departments, about 
which we are told that we cannot touch them as there are definite instruc- 
tions of the Central Government with regard to them. In my opinion, if our 
Government addressed the Central Goverenment on this subject, they might 
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agree to our suggestion, Then, Sir, we cannot interfere with Governor's 
expenditure and that incurred on hon. Speaker’s office. ‘In these circumstan- 
ces, it was only the poor Ministers who could reduce their salaries. I am glad 
to note that they have voluntarily surrendered a part of these and I congratu- 
late them on this decision. 


I find, Sir, that this Budget is meant for the benefit of high-paid Com- 
missioners and Deputy Commissioners only. With due apology, I wish to sub- 
mit that even after the establishment of Democratic Republic, our Services do 
not realise that there is need of reduction in their salaries in this poor 
country. When the British rulers fixed these high salaries, they intended to 
benefit a few Englishmen and some of their own favourites. Even in the 
‘Changed conditions, they think that two thousand or thiee thousand rupees 
‘a month is a low salary for them. Sometime back, when I was talking to 
the wife of a big officer in Jullundur, she complained that great hardship had 
been caused to her family by the reduction of three hundred rupees in her 
husband’s salary. 


Another thing to which I wish to draw the attention of the House is the 
question of food. In rationed towns, the public is getting wheat at the rate 
of about seventeen rupees per maund. We have made every attempt to 
bring down this rate but this has not been possible on account of the heavy 
expenditure incurred on Food Department. If you look at page 160 of the 
Budget, you will find, Sir, that a huge amount has been provided for the Direc- 
tor, Deputy Directors and a large number: of other officers. There has 
been no reduction of expenditure on them as compared with last year. A 
sum of Rs. 542,290 was spent on them in 1949-50. Another sum of 
Rs. 30,190 has been spent onthe establishment of Director, Food Purchase, 


_ Provincial Reserve. All this heavy expenditure is incurred on Food Depart- 


ment of the Government. I would like to submit, that this expenditure on Food | 
Purchase Department is excessive. Ifthe strength of this large staff which | 
includes Directors, Deputy Directors, Superintendents and what not, is reduced 
along with a reduction in their salaries, the poor people such as low paid staff 
and peons can certainly get food at a lower price. At present they have to pay 
Rs. 17 per maund for the food grains that they get. I wonder how these 
poor people can make their both ends meet when the hon. Ministers getting 
big salaries and drawing heavy travelling allowances are themselves 
complaining about economic difficulties. In this connection, I would like to` 
draw the attention of the House to page 16 of the Budget Speech of the hon. 
fiChief Ministerwhere it is said :- 
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Tn view of the overall deficit of food grains full rationing was introduced in 20 major 
towns, controlled distribution in 7 other towns and for the rest the Deficit Areas Food 
Supply Scheme was put in operation. These rationing systems have, on the whole, worked 
successfully. The measures to prevent the smuggling of food grains, cloth and other Com- 
modities from the Punjab were a necessary corollary of Controls. 

I want to know one thing from the Government. It is in regard to 
the management of the control of sugar. Sugar is a controlled commodity at 
this time. But in the past days, it has been sold at Rs. 2 to 3 per seer. May I 
know if the Government prosecuted even a single black marketer in this case 
and punished him with imprisonment ? These black marketers made crores of 
rupees out of this confusion. Only the other day, there was an incident of 
poisoning by mustard oil here at Simla, due to which a number of 
people fell ill and some ofthem even died. I learn thatthe owners of the 
company who were responsible for the sale of that adulterated oil, have already 
spent Rs. 50 to 60 lakhs to get the matter hushed up. It is said that the 
bottle containing the sample of that oil brcke on its way to Kasauli. 
Later on the oil that was sent for examination mutt naturally have been 
pure. The people responsible for the deaths of people in this affair should 


ee punished and even hanged. 
Mr. Speaker : The matter is sub judice. The hon. Lady Member should 


not cliscuss it. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Next, Sir, I want to draw the attention of the 
House to the amount of Rs. one lakh provided for the travelling allowance for 
the hon. Ministers. This provision cannot really be understood in view of the 
fact that there are so many cars at the disposal of the Government, carrying 


numbers, like Punjab Government Number 1, Punjab Government Number 2 
etc. Besides this, Rs. 48 thousand have been set aside for the salaries of the 


Parliamentary Secretaries. Our experience of three years has shown us that 
these offices are useless. If at all they are necessary, the Government should 
appoint only two Parliamentary Secretaries who should be paid properly and 


maximum work should be had out of them. 


Again, a sum of Rs. 1 crore and 80 lakhs has been set aside for the < 
implementation of the Grow More Food scheme. It is said that big steps are 
being taken to produce more food. But we see that the Government has 
decided to locate its capital near Chandigarh. The land of this site is very 
fertile and yields per acre 40 maunds of rice, 90 maunds of Gur and 32 maunds 
of wheat. Even the population here is 611 per square mile. On the other 
hand, the land of the original site is less fertile and the population also is not 
so dense. But who would touch the big land-lords. That is difficult. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: ( Jullundur West, Sikh, Rural); Sir, I will 
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not take long over the discussion on the various items in the Budget be- 
cause after carefully looking into the different heads of revenue and ex- 
penditure the only comment which one can irresistibly make is that it is an o 
ordinary and a routine Budget devoid of any long range policy and devoid . | 
of any planning for grappling the difficult and complicatéd problems. which 
face the State of Punjab. In the short time at my disposal, I want to take = 
this opportunity of saying something general on the administrative set up and 
the manner in waich we should tackle the problems that confront us today. 
So far as the administrative set up is concerned, the only expression that 
I can find for the whole setup which obtains to-day is that it is devoid of 
imagination and it is devoid of any force and speed. There is so much 
slackness from top to bottom that it is difficult to say as to which part of 
the administration has excelled in the speed of downward plane in which <r 
we find the whole structure rolling down. 

Mehta Ranbir Singh: Youare a part and parcel of that machinery. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: A discarded part. (Langhter) 


Sardar Swaran Singh: Yes, I was and I cannct escape the è | 
responsibility but although Mr. Mehta himself was a part of this machinery | 
for 5 or 6 months, and in his time if anything happened it happened fcr | 
the worse. (Laughter.) 


I was saying Sir, that unfortunately the whole system has become so 

rotten that some radical change is necessary in order to improve it or at 
least to put it on such a footing that we can expect some improvement. There 
is growing criticism of the services and of the administrative set up and 

of all of us and we as the representatives fike people carnot escape the 
responsibility. Ifthe administrative machine is criticised, if services are - 
criticised and if the Ministers are criticised, we are also susceptible to such 
criticism and I have no hesitation in admitting that that criticism is not 
completely unjustified. Under such circumstances, it is no use considering 
the dark side of the picture only and we must apply our minds and work 
out a solution for improving the state of affairs as it exists to-day. Sir, 
one thing which I felt during the course of one year when I had — 
greater opportunity of mixing with the people was that by continuously na 
sitting here in Simla and by being too much engrossed in the fle work, we 
had lost touch with the people. I am pretty certain although they won’t 
admit, that on account of that loss of touch with the masses, they have 
lost their hands on the pulse of the people and as such they are prone to 
ignore what is the feeling of the people about them. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: You are wiser after the event? 
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Sardar Swaran Singh: Yes, and that is why I am- warning the 
Government to be aware of the writing on the wall. Individuals might 
flourish but the State will suffer and that is worse. My submission is, Sir, 
that it is the lack of the Government machinery’s adaptability and it is 
the lack of touch with the people which is responsible for creating a rift. The 


Ministers have not been able to satisfy the people; people are critical of the 
Ministry, they are critical of the services and services in turn are critical 


of the people, with the inevitable result that the gulf is widening and un- 
fortunately no serious effort is being made to bridge that gulf. I want to 
sound a ncte cf a very streng warning on that score. The silent decisions 
which the people of any country take are much more dangerous than their 
vocal criticisms or their vocal expression of opinions and I warn the Govern- 
ment that the silent decisions that the people of- the Punjab have today 
taken that the administrative machinery has failed to tackle the problems 
that face the country today is the greatest danger. It is not the speeches 
on the floor of the House, it is not the speeches that are made on the plat- 
form nor the critical writings by some enlightened newspaper editors but the 
silent decision of the people for which very heivy pric2 will hive to be paid, 

that matters. At the moment the people are feeling a great void. Frankly 


speaking there is no organisation except the Congress which can tackle the 


problems that confront the country today. If faith in the Government is - 


shaken, if faith in the Congress is shaken, if faith in our ability to tackle 
the problems that confront the country is shaken, then the danger is there and 
such a danger which might lead to consequences which none of us can foresee. 
Therefore unless the administrative machinery from top to bottom is put in 
gear and proper adjustments are made to ensure that that void disappears 
it augurs ill for the future of our State. How can it be done? It is not 
a very simple problem because we have got limited resources; we have got 
limited finances. The only way in which way such a gigantic problem can be 
tackled is by the method of long range planning in all fields of our activities, 
That is the crying need of the day. The centre has already shown us some 
light. The Central Government has constituted a Planning Commission and 
we have to co-ordinate our activities with all-India plans which might be 
evolved by the Commission for the progress of the country. That planning 
is to be made in all spheres of activities and not in any haphazard manner. 
It is of prime importance that planning should be on long range basis and 
all our activities should be co-ordinated in an all-India picture. Geographi- 
cally we are placed in sucha way that we are a border State. We have 
also to tackle the huge problem of 45 lakhs of displaced and uprooted persons. 
A favour here and a gesture there which the Ministers make and by doing which 
they think they are pleasing the people will not do. My own experience is 
that even those individuals whom one favours are not pleased. We have 45 
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to 50 lakhs of uprooted persons who are looking at us. With the scanty 
financial resources at our disposal we have to see how we can develop our 
plans, how we can improve our electric supplies, how we can increase our 
water resources, and the most important of all these things, how we can give 
good Government to the people. 


As I have already said, it is only by long range planning that we can 
tackle our problems with some measure of success. What is now going on? 
Everybody is going in for digging tube-wells; every body is asking for tractors 
for this instrument and for that instrument but, I am pretty certain that all 
this is huge waste and dead loss like the large number of licences for trucks 
which Sardar Partap Singh issued. (Interruption) All these tube-wells, water 
channels, transmission lines will require alterations when consolidation takes 
place and the whole face of rural side and the cities will have to be changed 
as a result of development. Unless we start long range planning, all the ex- 
penditure that is spent on such things is dead loss. We will have to spend 
crores of rupees on drainage, on electricity, on communications, on utilization 


‘of power and on utilization of water resources. All these things are the crying 


need of the day and to be able to undertake all this stupendous task we have to 
start with planning. But, unfortunately for all of- us, the Budget is so 
routine and dull that it does not show us light for doing any of these things. 
(Loud applause) 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: (Ambala Division Landholders ) 
Sir, after going through the speech of the hon. Chief Minister and the three big 


volumes, I have come to one conclusion, that the Budget is, as Sardar Swaran 
Singh has ably put it, a routine Budget. The pains which the Chief Minister 
took in describing all the activities of the various Departments of the Govern- 


ment was nothing short of wood in the trees. What was needed at this time when 


we are returning to a bit of normal life after the partition, was an indication of 
a Clear cut economic policy of the Government. But, Sir, that is a thing which 
is prominently missing from the Budget speech. Most of the people are led away 
by the mere fact that the Budget has been shown as a surplus Budget. 
The criticism that has come forth is either that it isa case of bad budget- 
ing or that the services are not good. The reason for all this unsatisfactory 
state of affairs is not far to seek. The reason is that those who came to power 
just after Independence had given some promises to the people-promises for 
economic planning, promises for a better-standard of living and when they 
came to power people reacted by asking for the fulfilment of those promises. 
Unfortunately, the people did not realise that for the fulfilment of those 
promises a responsibility devolved on the people themselves for harder and 


greater sacrifices to achieve the goal of greater production. But, Sir, | cannot 
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blame the people for all this because they were never honestly and frankly 


told about all that was expected of them. Their new enthusiasm 
was not properly harnessed by the Government but in order to 
kesp up their popular character the leaders said, “Yes, 


we are immodiately going to fulfil our promises.” They in short 
promised a speedy change of social and economic structure and immediate 
rehabilitation. That was not possible. It was not possible because just 
before Independence this State like the rest of the country was suffering from 
the war time economic influence of inflation and unaccompanied by any 
appreciable rise in production it was not possible for the Governnient under 
these circumstances to put the people on normal footing, because the State 
had not arrived on peace-time economy. The difficulty further developed 
when the Government continued failing from one promise to another and 
the people on their part got one disappointment after another. This created 
a big gulf between the Government andthe people and the situation was 
exploited by sectional interests and political groups. What did these sectional 
interests and political groups teach the people? They merely said that better 
standard of living meant lesser work, more wages and lesser production. 
Thus arose another section which came out with the cry that taxation on the 
people should not be above the level of taxation of British period. This 
confusing doctrine gave rise not only to the Communist and Communalistic 
doctrine but it give a fillip to the revival of the old and reactionary 
Unionist doctrine. 

Chaudhri Suraj Ma]: You call the Unionists reactionary. That party was 


the most progressive. 
Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: I very much appreciate the courage 
of conviction and the bold stand taken up by Chaudhri Sahib, but my 


grouse is against those Khadi camouflaged Unionists who profess allegience 
to the Congress but have got the same enthusiasm for Unionism in themselves. 


An Hon. Member: They will soon come out in their true colours. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: The sooner they go, the better it 


would be for the Congress. You well know,Sir, how this Unionism has . once 


again come into the field. They have once again raised the same old bogey 


of ruralites versus urbanites. This, Sir, is the most injurious thing that can 
happen against the interests of the State hecause both of them are necessary 
members of the State economy. Those who are working to separate these two 
are really doing a great disservice to the State and country. To illustrate the 


working of the ca mouflaged Unionists I shall place a few examples before you. 


You know, Sir, a controversy about the natioflalization of road transport 
is going on. My hon. Friend across the floor said that so ‘and so was involved in 
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| it. I do not want to mention names. If he wants to include me in that I 

have no objection. A great hue and cry has been raised about the nation- 
alization of road transport. I ask, why? They have been saying that rural 
interests would be adversely affected if road transport was nationalized. How 
are rural interests to be affected when I see that out of 90 concerns which 
operate, 81 concerns are joint stock companies and the remaining 9 are | 
worked by co-operative societies ? So far as the actual worker is concerned, 
I can assure that he will have a better deal if the transport was nation- o] 


alized. Now he is illpaidand overworked. His condition is sure to improve 

| _when the transport is nationalized. The real reason why all this has been 
! done is that they may be able to tell the people in the country-side that they 
| have done good to them by thwarting the decisions of the Government and 
by doing this they want to gain a certain amount of advantage’ over others 

| during the elections. A glaring example of the pressure tactics of this group | 
can be seen in their opposition to the levy of cess on sugar cane. | 


Sardar Swraan Singh: The hon. Member cannot discuss this point 
because in that case he would be criticizing the decision of the House. 


~ My. Speaker: Yes. A decision of the House cannot be attacked. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: All right, Sir. I prefer to remain | 

in silence in deference to the wishes of the rural majority. But it i 

cannot be denied that the State should be economically developed and natu- | 
rally to achieve that object money is to be found and for that people are 
to be taxed. There are no other resources in the State ; therefore, people are 
to be taxed and they should be taxed equitably. It matters little whether 
money is to be obtained from the villages or the towns. Keeping in view the 
principle of equitable taxation, Government should put up a bold stand against 
these pressure tactics and see that no meddling is done with its finances and 
none of its economic policies are thwarted by the pressure tactics. (Cheers). 


i Shri Virendra : (Ex-Member West Punjab Assembly, representing West 

Multan Division, General, Rural) ( Hindi): Sir, generally tributes are 
paid to the Government on the surplus Bucget. As a matter of fact, every 
Government tries its best to show some surplus in its Budget. It is, there- aa 
fore, generally said that the Government of a country or a State, by presenting 
its surplus Budget, wants to show to the world outside that its financial posi- 
tion is quite stable. lam of the opinion that so far as my Government is 
concerned, it has also prepared a surplus Badget only to show to the world 
outside that this vear the financial position of our State is far better than 
Jast year. I, therefore, take this opportunity of congratulating my Gov- 
ernment on being desirous of increasing its resources and also on its efforts 
to fulfil this desire. At the same- time, I cannot do without saying that 
by presenting a surplus Budget it has placed a wrong picture of its finan- 
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cial position before the world, Lt has, therefore, instead of doing any real 
service done a great harm. I am therefore of the opinion that the surplus 
has been shown in the Budget at the cost of the beneficent Departments. 
As a matter of fact, our Government is justified in increasing its income to the 
desired extent. But it would have been in the fitness of things if after mak- 


ing due provision for the beneficent Departments, some savings were made- 


showing to the world outside that it had really produced a surplus 
Budget. Had this been the case, our Government would have been proud of 
doing something substantial. 


If we take stock of the conditions at present prevailing in our State, we 
will find that even to-day about eighty thousand refugees are living in 
camps and thousands amongst them are aimlessly moving from door to door. 
They do not know what to do and where to go. No adequate arrangements 
exist for them. If my hon. Friends divert their attention towards the main 
problems and difficulties with which the people are faced, 
I am sure, they would realize for themselves the conditions at present 
prevailing in the State. They will find that the condition of roads, schools 
and-hospitals is very bad and far from satisfactory. This is not all. If 
they probe into this matter still further, they will find the same thing every 
where. All these things can be set right provided we have money ‘ani 
more money. . The hon. Chief Minister has in the course of his Budget speech 
laid much stress on the point that moré and more money is required “to meet 
those demands which are the pressing need of the hour. I am of the opi- 
nion that our financial position is not such as it is claimed to be. I really 
fail to understand the reasons why a wrong picture of our financial position 
has been placed before the world outside by showing a surplus in the Budget. 
It is my firm belief that even if we continue producing deficit Budgets in future 
for at least ten years more, we should not fight shy of it. The responsibility 
for the financial difficulties docs not in any way fali on us or in other words on 
the people of the State but it lies somewhere else. It falls entirely on the 
Central Government which has been responsible for the partition of the 
Province. Again this responsibility falls on the shoulders of the Central 
Government which has created such coalitions witaoat even consulting us 
or taking us into confidence and which has thus been instrumental in reducing 
us to poverty and misery. Hence the weak financial position of our State. 


If my hon. Friends were to study the history of the Finances of Govern- 


ment of India of the last 20‘vears, they would find it for themselves that 


the Central Government had been continuously granting subventions to the 
tune of Rs. 1,00,00,000 to the Sind Province and to the North-West Fron- 
tier Province In view of the fact that the Central Government had been 


giving subventions to these Provincial Governments, there seems to be no 
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| (Shri Virendra ) | : 

| reason why our Central Government shouid not find it convenient to give 

| us the same subvention and also to take the entire responsibility of solving 
our problems on their own shoulders. (Interruptions). I wish to point 

| out that what we need to-day is that we should place all our difficulties 

| before the Central Government and thus urge upon them to come to our 

| 


rescue by solving our difficulties. but by showing a surplus in the Budget i 


we cannot expect any help from them as we have made it clear in uñequivocal 
terms that we have already made a saving of 4 lakhs of rupees and natur- 


ally it would mean that we do not stand in need of any help. It is crystal ; 
clear from this that we cannot expect any help from the Central Govern- 
ment which would be under the impression that our financial position is 
l quite sound. Under the circumstances, ĮI am a little hesitant in paying any 
| tributes to the Government for presenting a surplus Budget. What we have to = 


see is whether we have actually a surplus of Rs. 4,00,000. Has our Gove- toa 
rnment actually made this saving ? I have studied various figures in the | 
Budget and it has not given me any pleasure to note the figures regarding 

the income of our State. After studying these figures, I have come to the 
conclusion that in future our Revenue Receipts would be much less than the 
present income of rupees sixteen crores as shown in the Budget and natur- 
ally there will be some reduction in our expenditure too. But in my opinion 
there will not he so much reduction in our expenditure as in our income. 
When our income is less and when there seem to be no possibilities of in- 
creasing it, as is clear from the Budget, I cannot do without saying that 
this surplus in the Budget can turn out to be a deficit at any moment. 


Now let us see how there is a surplus in the Budget. The Revenue 
Receipts for the next year include a sum of Rs. 73 lakhs which have been 
i given to us by the Central Government in connection with the rehabilita- 
tion of refugees and also a sum of Rs. 30 lakhs which has come to our share 
under the Deshmukh Award. In spite of all this, it is claimed that there iss 
a surplus of Rs. 4 lakhs in the Budget. On the one hand we find a surplu 
of Rs. 4. lakhs, while on the other we do not find any improvement whatso- 
ever so far as the economic condition of our State is concerned. I am of 
the opinion that in spite of this surplus in the Budget, there are certain 
items of expenditure in which it is but necessary to effect some economy. 
If my hon. Friends peruse the Budget they will find very interesting things 
in it, particularly about the Government officials. If we take the ease of nigh 
officials we will find that in addition tothe fat salaries drawn by them, they 
are granted many allowances. In fact there is no end to the allowances. 
If my hon. Friends were to study the number af allowances drawn by officials, wai 
they will find that there are too many allowances in the tron of Travelling 
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Allowance, Dearness Allowance, Temporary Allowance, Compensatoy Allowance, 
House Rent Allowance. Conveyance Allowance and Uniform Allowance. 
These are not all. There are still other allowances which are being drawn 
by the officials. Besides these allowances, we find provision for another 
allowance in the form of Special Pay. Officials drawing a salary of Rs. 1500/- 
also draw Rs. 300/- as their special pay. In the Civil Supplies Department 
a huge amount of Rs. 25000/- is spent in one year on the Special Pays of 
the high officials only. | 


Mehta Kanbir Singh: And still the hon. Member will vote for this 
expenditure. 


Shri Virendra: So far as the question of reduction in the expenditure is 
concerned, I feel that the amount provided for the Governor and his establish- 
ment is also unnecessarily high and economy can be effected therein. (A 
cotce:- This cannot be discussed here). Iam sorry, Sir, but though the ex- 
penditure on Governor’s establishment is a ‘charged’ item i.e. it is not sub- 
ject to the vote of this Assembly, there should be no doubt that under Article 
203 of the Constitution of India, it can certainly be discussed here. His 
Excellency’s tours are proving a.very expensive joke with the tax-payers as 
also the public in general. Expenditure incurred in connection with these 


tours largely goes waste. The gain is not at all commensurate with the 
expenses. | 


Another important matter to which J want to draw the attention of the 
hon. Chief Minister is the institution of the Parliamentary Secretaries and 
the need for their existence. Ifhe thinks that they have some essentia! 
part to play, he may appoint them but if they are to be mere basta bardars 
(file-carricrs} of the hon, Ministers, as they have been in the past, it woùld 
be no ure wasting public money on them. If, however, the Parlimentary secre- 
taries in this Province are intended to play the same role as is played by their 
counterparts in other countries, we would welcome their appointment. Some- 
time back Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru, while speaking on the Deputy Minis- 
ters and Parliamentary Secretaries Bill in the Parliament, remarked that the 
chief object of having these posts was to impart training in Ministership to the 
persons who were likely to be candidates for Ministership in the future so 
that when their time comes, they may be able to discharge their responsi- 
bilities efficiently. I would draw the attention of the hon. Chief Minister to 
the remarks of the Prime Minister of India. But so far, these posts have been 
utilized for other purposes in this Province--purposes quite different from 


those to which the Prime Minister of India referred in his speech, ‘If even 
now these posts are to be wilized in the same old manner and for the same 
old object, it would be better if thev are not created at all 
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So faras the question of improviaz the financial coaditioa of the State - 
is concerned, I think this can best be tackled by reducing unnecessary 
expenditure. Economy can certainly be effected in various items.: Let not 
the presentation of this surplus budget mislead us into thinking that we are 
out of the wood and that the economic condition of the province has been 
stabilized on sound footing. This is far from truth. Here is a statement 
showing the number of hospit:ls and schools functioning in cur Province. 
The total number of hospitals for women in the whole Province is not more 
than 26, and the number of rural dispensaries for 15,000 villages of the 
the Province is just 198. Now let us look at the provision made for indus- 
trial training. There are only thirteen institutes for imparting industrial 
training to women and thirty-four to men. I do not deny that the Govern- 
ment has had to face many difficulties. Tam not unmindfut of its financial 
handicaps and stringencies., But what I object to is as to why it has displayed | 
so much anxiety in presenting a surplus Budget. What charm was after 
all there in presenting a so-called surplus Budget at the expense of so 
many. beneficent activities, for which no provision has been made? 
The conditions prevailing in the Province have already been described 
by Friends who have spoken before me. I would only ask if the people are 
or are not satisfied with our Government, its policies and administration. I 
am voicing the feelings of the common man when I say that no change has 
been noticed in the attitude and mentality of the Services. They continue 
to move in the same old grooves.. It is very essential to bring about a 
change in their outlook. This is on the lips of everybody that the regime has 
changed, circumstances have changed, people have changed but no change is 
vis¥ble in the Government servants. Iam here reminded of the story told 
by the ex-President of the Congress, Acharya Kriplani, some days back in 
the Indian Parliament. A young man went toa doctor and told him that 
he had some defect in his brain. The doctor asked him to come to him aftera 
fortnight when he would examine him. After about three weeks, the doctor 
happened to come across him and asked him as to why he had not come for 
medical examination. The young man replied that he had entered Government 
service and so the doctor need not examine his brain any more. ( Laughter ). 
Sir, what I mean to stress is that a curious change begins to appear in the men- 

tality of persons as soon as they occupy some office. under the Government. 
The grave circumstances through which this State is passing demand that 
a concerted effort should be made in which the Government, the people, 


the Ministers, the officials--all of them-- should contribute their maximum 


and help the State to standon its feet once again. A new spirit, a new 
enthusiasm, is the need of the hour. Let the spirit that has helped Hiro- 
shima, the first victim of the destruction wrought by the first use of th^ 
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atom bomb, to rise again as a beautiful town, pervade the minds of the 
people of this State and emerge in the form of an upsurge of creative 
activities. We, too, have to build this shattered Province anew and regain 
for it the glory and splendour that was Punjab. This dream can only be 
realized through the joint efforts cf all sections of the population. This is 
= the only way in which the sinkinz ship of this State can be set asail once 
j again. 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh: (Rohtak North, General, Rural) (Hindi ): 
Sir, after a perusal of this Budget, it appears to us that an attempt 
has been made by the hon. Finance Minister to delude us. ‘It does*“tiot™ 
present the real state of affairs, so far as our finances are concerned. 
The overwhelming majority of the people live in rural areas and it is 
= they who contribute most to the Government revenues anid that “too ' in the 
form of direct taxation such as land revenue, abiana and so‘on. The con- 
tribution of the rural population to the income of the Government ` ià not 


= 


rE ie a aE Daye ` Le 
ros ek ae A ETET 


less than 75 per cent in any case. 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: It has always been so. 


Chaudhri Labri Singh: I was saying, Sir, that whereas the contri- 
bution of the ruralites to the Government coffers 1 is 75%, the share thay: 
get out of it in the form of services is very meagre.” I thiik it to be 'Govetn- 
ment’s parmount duty to reflect ina cool and dispassionate manner as” to 
what it proposes to do for the benefit of the rural population’ *for ‘their — 
uplift and advancement. I ask the hon. Finance” Minister "if he" wants 
to keep the rural population alive or not. I remember very well “how: 
the present Finance Minister, when he was the Leader of Opposition-ih the’ 
United Punjab, used to hold out golden hopes and ‘promises’ to" the’ ‘rural 
people, one of which was the exemption of small pea sants’’ frofn the payment | 
of land revenue, since at that time he was of the view “that these’ poor ‘people ` 
could hardly eke out a living income from their land? Itnow “appears “that 
the real motive of those who held such” promises“ was “not ‘tHe 
thought of the good of the zamindars but just a desire’ to ” distarb 

mea Sir Sikandar Hyat Khan ° and Chaudri Chhotu ‘Ram, “in | the ‘exéeution 
- of their programme of reforms and to mislead the zamindars' irito thirhking 
that Congress was their greater well- wisher ‘and “syimpatiiser!” “Now ‘that 
their sympathisers have come into power, ‘the ‘cat is out’ of “the | bag. 

Sir, I would point out to you that i in 15 573 villagés and’96 ‘towns thigre 
are only 2,898 primary schools. If this i is thé condition it will” not” be possi- 
ble to check the advance of communism or socialism in” dur’ State. “I* often 
hear that villagers are being warned by the Government that in case ‘they 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 


Panj 


(8) 22 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY (Lota Marca, 1950 

_( Chaudhri Lahri Singh ) i 

use violent methods in seeking redress of their grievances, they will be put 
behind the bars. On the one hand they are denied the facilities 
of even primary education in their villages and onthe other hand they 
are asked to end communism from the State. This is the way. in which 
the Government is dealing with these people, On page 291 of New Ex- 
penditure it has been stated: 


The number of existing primary schools in this Province is insufficient to cater to the needs 
of the backward areas in so far as Education goes. There is a keen demand for the open- 
ing of more Elementary Schools both fer boys and girls in. rural area. It is, therefore, 
proposed to open 25 Elementary Schools (both boys and girls) on cent per cent basis du- 
ring 1950-51. The schools will, however, be opered at places where rent free buildings 
for the purpose are available. The expenditure invoived will bə, Rs. 42,000. 

It is strange that in a big budget of 17 crores of rupees, only Rs. 42,009 
have been provided for opening elementary schools. This spirit shows Jack 
of interest in the people of rural areas from where soldiers to the army and 
labourers for building Bhakra Dam are drawn. I find that a large sum of 
money has been provided in the Budget for opening new schools in the big 
towns like Dalhousie and Simla, while a paltry sum has been set apart for 
opening these schools in rural areas. It has been stated from the Govern- 
ment benches that the Government will accord permission to the opening of 
primary school in Kangra. I wonder how Government instead of feeling peni- 
tent for not doing anything substantial for the welfare of rural classes wants 
to take credit of a little reserve of good-will that it has shown towards 
Kangra district. Sorne of my hon. Friends have remarked that the Unionist 
Government which espoused the cause of zamindars in the United Punjab 
was not able to do anything substantial forthem. But I would tell 
them that in the regime of Unionist Government, Sir Chhotu Ram infused a 
new life in villages. But what we see in this regime is that these Congress- 
men who move about under the label of Congress and ‘ahimsa’ are making 
an all-out effort to break the village life into fragments. (An Honourable 
Member: Please do not criticise Congress, because it is not under discussion). 
Sir, I did not mean Congress but the Congres Government whose attitude 
towards rural classes is not only unhelpful but destructive. 

Now I would like to draw the attention of the House to Government’s 
efforts to bring medical aid within the easy reach of public. There are 
only’158 hospitals in 15,000 villages in the Punjab. These hospitals present 
such a sorry spectacle that even ordinary medicines are not instock. These 
hospitals were opened during the Unionist Party regime and not a single 
hospital has been opened in the present regime. Even in the Budget for the 
new year, no provision has been made for opening a new hospital. 


Shrimati Shanno Devi Sehgal: How many roads were uconstrcted 
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when you were in office? 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh: Sir, besides this, I would like to point out 
that a drastic cut in expenditure has been made in the Cooperative Depart- 
ment and the rural re-construction work has altogether been stopped by a 
stroke of pen. The need of Cooperative Department cannot be over-em- 
- phasised. In fact, Europe made economic advancement through this depart- 
ment and it played a prominant part in the reconstruction of its national life. 
Mcreover, the conditions in the Veterinary hospitals are far from satisfactory 
and there are no medicines on which the doctors can lay their hands upon. 
The work in these hospitals is going on in a most inefficient manner. Apart 
from this, the road system in our State is not satisfactory. There is an 
urgent need for stepping up road building. Essential as it is, the building 
of more roads in the town areas, it is obviously more urgent in the country- 
= side in order to bring prosperity to our villages by linking them up with 
; towns. Sometime back the Government had placed an order for machinery 
but it has not been able to procure it so far. All this state of affairs shows 
that the Government is little interested in the welfare of rural class and 
whatever funds it has, these are being spent for providing facilities to the 
people living in cities. I would, therefore, warn the Government that if we 
fail by the rural class, India will go the way of China. Again we find that - 
whereas ‘the Government has set apart Rs. 31 lakhs for industries, it has 
made a provision of a paltry sum of Rs. 40,000 for the Rural Development 
Board merely to throw dust in the eyes of rural class of people. If such a 
policy of the Government continues, it is idle to expect from the Govern- : 
ment that it will raise the standard of living of rural masses. While we 
find that the Government have provided all facilities of education to the * 
people living in cities, there is a lack of drive in the literacy compaign in 
villages. Some people blame the officers in charge of preparing the Budget — 
estimates for not providing adequate funds for Education in the rural areas. 
They are not to blame. The horse would go the way the horseman is able 
to take. 


Chaudhri Samar Singh: (Karnal South, General Rural) (Hindustant): 
= Sir, after looking through the Budget I am reminded of Kabir who says: 
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gal 3 srno aF | 
ay adiat fem ı 
Like him I say: 
SAA MAN ÄTA | 
AAEN AA IC AA | 
rat AL iada È | 
fia at RaR Fa | 
ARZ AA Bl Wa AE | 
wa fama sga! 
BUSI Bae IT | 
frat ada at ya l 
MHS SH Ud Ha Tt 
- HWS SH Ud WS | 
gos ug des Ji 
HS at fan a gS | 
BAe SH at Aw fa | > 
oo fefaz uno | 
WHI F SH us | 
- dur ada a gS | 


Sir, to my mind it would have been better to present a deficit Budget in 


“ease there were more money for the beneficent departments and less taxes 


> 


‘on the poor. Sir, as you know a great injustice is being done to the public 
‘in the name of peace, control and such other things. The fact of the matter 
is that whenever officers of Government find any difficulty in obtaining some 
article at a proper price they subject it to control. The result is that after 
imposition of control, the controlled commodity disappears from the market 
altogether and causes great hardship to the poor villagers. I am myself 
living in a village and therefore know facts for myself. The villagers as is 
well known are illiterate folk and find great difficulty in getting even a ration 
card. If they somehow succeed say through flattery or bribery in getting 
it, they are not able to purchase the required articles. However, even if 
they get the ariticle, it does not bring them any palpable advantage. I have 
calculated that the vendors make thirteen or fourteen rupees out ofa tin of 
kerosene oil. This is nothing short of black market. And suppose the 
villagers save two annas or so in getting the controlled commodity, don't 
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they forego a day’s wages say about two rupees for effecting this saving. 
Then, if the control had been imposed on one commodity it would have been 
understandable. The pity is that it is not one thing that is controlled. Al- 
most everything e.g. cotton, cotton cloth, cement, steel ete has been controlled. 


Added to these controls is the difficulty of sales tax. A villager is not 


usually aware of articles on which sales tax is payable and the vendors 
are in many cases charging him though they may not be paying anything 
to the Government. Even when it is payable it unreasonably goes on swell- 
ing the prices of articles as the wholesaler, the retailer and the village shop- 
keeper must all go on charging the tax. It is something awful. 


Once I was travelling in a train when a fellow passenger asked as to 
who ruled India after the Englishman had left. Another replied that the 
congressman had taken his place. I informed them that in fact it was not 
the congressman but the ‘control’ that ruled these days. In this new order 
every thing except our breathing is subject to control. In addition to 

control and sales tax, restrictions have been imposed on the movement of various 
commodities. So many things cannot be carried froma state to a state or 
even from a district to a district. The pcor people being ignorant of rules have 
frequently to suffer imprisonment and fines on charges of smuggling. These 
restrictions coupled with control cause the zamindars a very great hardship. 
I remember when gram was” controlled at Rs 9 per maundI could hardly 
sell it at Rs 6 or Rs. 64 per maund in my district. If I had been allowed to 
take my commodity outside the state I could have made substantial profit. 


Sir, in my opinion the present sales tax should be abolished. I think in 
place of the sales tax ‘being imposed at various places and:stages a tax 
should be charged by Government when commodities like gram, gur, sarson, 
toria, etc., are exported from the State or when certain ‘things like cloth, 
sugar, oils, etc., aré imported into it. This will facilitate matters. Unlike 
sales tax the business men will not be able to evade this tax. 


Now I come tothe problem of Grow More Food. It is my honest 
opinion that there is no use of controlling wheat. I would suggest that our 
Government instead of spending large sums of money on purchasing it from 
other countries should pay high prices to the grower here in the country. 
If the zamindars are encouraged and given prices which we pay abroad they 
would refrain from producing chillies, onions and tobacco. At present I 
find every zamindar growing chillies, etc., worth about Rs. 500 every season. 
In case they get sufficient price for wheat they would certainly grow it, 


Sardar Jagjit Singh Mann = (Jullundur Division Landholders) (Punjabi) : 


Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the hon. Chief Minister, who is in charge of 
Fniencaportfolio also on presenting a surplus Budget. The Budget shows the 
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work done by tne Govenment during the cut going year and its Sales for 


the next year’ As the time at my disposal is very short, I cannot go 
into details but shall only refer to some important points. 
À 


The first thing to which I wish to refer is the selection of site for new 
capital of the state. I cannot congratulate the Government on selecting Chandi- 
garh and its surrounding area for this purpose. J feel, Sir, that the general 
public does not approve of the selection made by the Government. If people — 
are asked to give opinion on this question, not more than five or ten percent 
would be found tobe in favour of this site for the capital . I know that the 
Government of India had a good deal of say in this selection but then the 
Punj ab Government should not have ignored the views of the general public of 
the State. Personally too I feel that the selection is not a happy one and 
it would not be proper to spend crores of rupees on the construction of 
Capital at this site. In my opinion, it would have been better to have no 
permanent capital for one or two years more. The first reason of my saying 
so is this that the most important problem of rehabilitation of displaced 
persons has not yet been solved. Secondly, there is danger of hostilities 
breaking out with Pakistan. These things should be fully considered before 
arriving at any decisionand there should be no haste in constructing the 
capital. The Government perhaps thinks that by constructing the new capi- 
talit would help the rehabilitation of a large number of displaced persons, 
but I think that none of the efficient physicians and leading businessmen ’ 
who have gcne to other places, would return till the conditions in the State 

> become quite settled. It is essential that in winter the Government offices 
should bė shifted to the plains. Jullunder can serve that purpose very well 
because a part of the Secretariat is already there. For one or two years the 
Government can make Jullundur as its capital and after that the question of a 
permanent capital might be decided. 


The next thing to which I wish to refer is with regerd to services. It 
has been said that the services are inefficient, disloyal and anti-congress. Without 
entering into any controversy, I wish to refer to what an eminent administrator 
of this country, viz, Sarder Patel has said about them on several occasions. 
He has stated that the members of the Indian Civil Service and Indian Police 
Service have served the persent Government very loyally. In my opinion, in 
the presence of these words of Sardar Patel, there can be no scope for having 
doubt about the services. Leaving aside other things done by the British 
Government, if there is anything which goes to its credit, it is the creation of 
Indian Civil Service and Indian Police service, which are equalled by no 
other sevice in the world in respect of efficiency. 


eg 


I shall request the 
Government to make full use of these services and to run the administration of 


the State by taking them into full confidence. My hon. Friend Shri Bhim Sen 
Sachar said that the services should be given a free hand. I do not agree 
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with his proposal and would not like the services to be given the same free 
hand which he gave them. When he was the Premier of the State, the police 
not only ruled over the people but in some cases it actually took 
what could be called police action. For this reason, the Government should 
have full control over the services but should. not inte:fere in their day- 
to-day work, a 

Another request which I have to make to the hon. Members of this House 
and through them to the general public is this that they should not lose sight 
of the fact that we are passing through a very delicate and difficult period. 
We have achieved independence after a great deal of suffering and bloodshed 
and it isa very difficult task to retain it. I shall request hon. Members of this 
House to give unstinted support to the Leader of the House so that he may 
establish a strong and efficient administration. inthe State. Unless the 
Chief Minister can devote his full attention to this matter, administration 
cannot be improved. If there are disturbances in the Punjab, these will 
have effect on the whole country. In view of these facts, it is our duty to 
give full support to our leader. | : 


Then, Sir, I notice that the question of rural versus urban and Jat versus 
non-Jat is being raised in this State. I wish to submit, Sir, that the present 
conditions do not warrant further division: Have we not already suffered 
heavily on account of partition ? These were things of the past and our slogan 
now should be Indians first and Indians last, (Hear, hear) 

Sardar Joginder Singh Mann: (Ex-member West Punjab Assembly repre- 
senting Gujranwala and Shahdara, (Sikh, Rural) (Funjeli): Sir, the Budget 
that is now kefore us, is like a thing brought out of the bag of a juggler. As 
my hon. Friend Chaudhri Sahib said before, the Government has depicted 
a bright picture of our finances. _ But I would like to call -this surplus budget 
as only a budget of illusion. In it the ruralite as well as the urbanite has 
been deceived by this illusion of surplus of Rs. 4 lakhs. If evema 
single person were to lodge his claims with the Government, this- surplus 
would be converted into a deficit of the same amount. The Budget of the 
Joint Punjab used to amount to Rs. 12 crores while now we have the Budget 
of Rs. 16 crores to Rs. 17 crores. The Joint Punjab Government. within the 
limits of that Budget proviced facilities to zamindars, businessmen and ur- 
banites. But now, in spite of the fact that our revenue receipts amount to 
Rs. 16 crores to Rs. 17 crores, nothing has been done for the people in-:general. 
On the other hand, we are told of debts and other gloomy matters. But I 
would like to submit that all border States have to incur heavy. expenditure. 
Capitalists are usually shy of investing their capital ina border State, and 
thus industry cannot flourish. The result is that the people here are mostly 
agriculturists, who earn their living by tilling land which they cannot leave. 
Only the ot her day, we were told ina meeting of the Agriculture Department, 
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ihat the Government had stopped the giving of taqavi loan and loans for 


sinking of wells. In vłew of tuis fact how can we expect the State to progress 
when we know that ours is mainly a State of agriculture. There are persons in 
the Cabinet and also in this House who want to put the whole burden of taxa- 
tion on the 80 percent population of our State, who live in rural areas. These 
hon. Members do not even know what sort of life the agriculturists lead. My 
hon. Friend Dr. Sant Ram Seth does not know what manure is. Now, Sir, how 
can we hope for the betterment of the State when there are hon. Members who 
show such ignorance about the life of the rural people. Our State, Sir, is pass- 
ing through a very critical period. In spite of this fact, it is said that our 
services are_ inefficient and headstrong. But as my hon, Friend Chaudhri 
Sahib pointed out, the horse behaves just as its rider wants itto. I admit 

there are some headstrong persons in the services. They bring bad name 

even to others. But, generally it all depends upon the man who is to get 

work out of them. 

The revenue receipts include an amount of Rs. one crore which is to 
be realised from the rural people- Rs. 62 lakhs will be realised as enhanced 
abiana and the amount of Rs. 40 laks as Sales Tax from the 80 percent 
of our population living in villages. The hon. Members compare our State 
with States like U. P. and West Punjab. They should know that the 
canals here supply water to the agriculturists only for a few days and their 
crops suffer drought. In spite of that the agriculturists manage to grow 
their Crops | somehow or other. This i increase in abiana, under these condi- 
tions, is most unjustified and is a tyranny ori the apricultutists. 


A lot, Sir, has already been said in regard to schools and hospitals) We 
are told that our income is limited while our expenditure is heavy. But I 
would like to point out that in the joint Punjab, there were only three Chief 
Engineers who supervised the whole net work of canals. On the contrary 
we have now only one canal which can be supervised by a single superin- 
tending Engineer. In spite of this fact we have three Chief Engineers. The 
| number is certainly more than we require. In this way, a saving can 
certainly be effected in various other Departments and the enhancement in 
| abiana should be withdrawn. I would like to point out here that Depart- 
ments are created to provide jobs for certain persons. For instance, 
two posts of Personal Assistants to the hon. Ministers are lying vacant for 
the last six months; but the incumbents of those posts have not been re- 
verted so far. Two Ministers are going to be appointed in order to provide 
for the two additional P. A’s. One Minister has already been appointed 
and the second will be appointed shortly. This is how matters stand in 
Punjab. When the hon. Chief Minister is of the view that for the sake of 
keeping two P. A’s two more Ministers must be kept, then the State of 
Punjab can be saved by the grace of God alone. Conditions in the State 
Some of my Frinds ehave referred to them. 
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are going from bad’to worse. 
| 
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In some cases Presidents of Municipal Committees are turned out without 
any reason whatsoever: Corruption is prevalent everywhere. Hon. 
Members of this House are aware of these conditions. But nothing 
is done to improve this state of affairs I would appeal to the Chief Minister 
to be strong so that such a state of affairs may be put an end to. But I 
remember an Urdu Couplet which goes:— 
ba * ww ° ~ w a Ww 
zaz AAA g ATT SHC UHC ATS Talc | 
nS ba oa ~ - 
FET Cal A al AT teal Cal a ST ATE | 


fears siaz! J aie ag fea 33 U3 Y 


adt mwm a a mfe adt wa oto afe 

(At this stage Mr. Speaker vacated the Chair and it was occupied by Mr. 
Deputy Speaker. 

Thakur Beli Ram : (Kangra East, General Rural) (Hindi) := Sir, I wish 
to congratulate the Chief Minister on his presenting a surplus Budget to this | 
House. But it would have been better if the Chief Minister had sought . 
the opinion of the hon. Members on the question of spending the surplus 
of four lakhs. It is quite evident from the Budget itself that the surplus 
of four lakhs is merely a show. This surplus has been achieved bv trying 
to increase the income and to decrease the expenditure. But unfortunately 
the axe of cuts in expenditure has been applied to the beneficent depart- 
ments. Only a smali increase of about four lakhs of rupees has been given 
to such an important activity as Education. Nothing useful has been done 
for the people at large. A college is proposed to be opened in Hissar. Where 
is the need for such a college when there is already one at Hissar* The 
Government School at Hissar is being shifted to Dalhousie. What is the 
good of that? I don’t find any need for such wasteful expenditure at such 
places. No attention is paid to such backward districts as Kulu and Kangra. 
Where there are no Sanatan Dharm, Arya Samaj or Mission Schools, the Go- 
vernment does not start any school. But where schools of such private 
bodies exist the Government tries to compete with them by opening Govern- 
ment schools. Iam ata loss to understand this, strang: policy of our 
Government. What is the principle which our Governmeat kept in view 
while making cuts in expenditure? I think economy has been made at, 
the cost of public utility services and backward areas like Kangra. Sir, 
here I wish to point out that the work of settlemeat in Kulu is quite un- 
satisfactory. The work was started in 1947. Three years have passed 
without any appreciable results being achieved.. The Government” has 

already spent about fourteen or fifteen lakhs of rupees and more “is expected 
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to be spent. In my opinion the policy with regard to settlement is wrong. 
The settlement officer is very able and honest. . 

Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: Who is he? 

Thakur Beli Ram: His name is Sardar Bachittar Singh. He i is very hard- 
working. I would appeal to the Government to finish the work of settle- 
ment at an early date because it is a great drain on public money. 

Another important fact to which I wish to draw the attention of the 
Government is the condition of roads specially in areas like Kulu and 


“Kangra. That money ought to be spent on the construction of new roads 


and the improvement of existing ones. But what we find in the Budget 
is that very meagre sums have been provided for this purpose. This is not 
a sound policy. 

As regards forests I need not dwell upon their importance for the State 
asa whole. But considering it, I regret to note that no useful policy has 
been followed for preserving the forests. New trees should be planted in large 
numbers and the roads should be protected. If no proper care is paid to the 
forest wealth of the State they will be ruined. New fore ts should be 
planted so that the Kulu Forest Division may maintain its importance. 


` More care should be paid and the Government should spend liberally on the 


Kulu Forest Division. Otherwise the forests will be destroyed and the State 
will stand to lose. - 

Then, Sir, the hon. Chief  Miaister said in his Budget 
speech that a large number of people had been prosecuted under the Arms 
Act. You will perhaps remember, Sir, that sometime ago the Government 
announced that anybody who had got unlicensed fire arms, should present 
them to the Deputy Commissioner or the Superintendent of Police and 
obtain a licence in lieu of them and that the persons so doing would not be 
challaned or prosecuted for having kept unlicensed anns in their possession. 
After the issue of these instructions to the district authorities, people of my 
ilaga presented their guns to the authorities concerned and requested for 
the issue of licences to them. But they were arrested, challaned, fined’ and 
placed behind the bars after prosecution for illegal possession of unlicensed 
fire arms. I have studied the Arms Act and I know that it contains a sec- 
tion under which the Deputy Commissioner could refuse sanction of prose- 
cution. But, Sir, my constituents were not given the benefit of that section 
of the law and the poor villagers were put to great hardship. Their guns 
were forfeited and instead of issuing any hcences to them, the authorities 
inflicted fines and imprisonment. I feel that by such actions the Govern- 
ment bring discredit to themselves. It isa pity that their actions belie 
their professions. On the one hand an announcement is made that the 
policy of the Government in regard to possession of fire arms is that the 
prsons concerned could get licences for them but on the other when people 
ask for licences, legal action is taken against them. Naturally such acts of 
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the Government shake the confidence of the public in them. Government 
should have acted wisely. 

Then, Sir, a good deal of retrenchment has been effected in the Veteri- 
nary Department. I fail to understand why this step has been taken by the 
Government particularly when the activities of this department in the rural 
areas are helpful in giving fillip to the Grow More Food campaign. Besides, 
Government is not making any liberal provision for the grow more fod 
compaign. In the absence of this how can the Government enthuse the 
zamindars to step up food production? In this connection I may point out, Sir, 
that we had hoped that after handing over the territories of Kot Garh and 
Kot Khai to the Himachal Pradesh, Government would extend greater facili- 
tie s to the Kulu. people for the development of fruit industry. It is 
common knowledge that soil and climate of Kulu are very much suited 
the production of certain types of fruits, which can find an enormous market 
not only in this State but in the whole of India. But I am = constrained to 
to remark that Government have done nothing to make any provision for 
this purpose. Government had set up Horticulture Station in Kulu. It had 
worked only for a month when orders for its closure were issued. I was 
simply surprised at this unjustifiable action of the Government. Iam of 
the opinion that such vacillating acts of the Government result in the loss 
of its prestige in the eyes of the public. Government should be chary of 
doing anything which may deal a blow to its fair name. 


Then, Sir, I would like to draw tlie attention of the House to another 
important matter and that is nationalization of motor transport. I am a 
staunch protagonist of the policy of nationalizing motor transport, but I am 
constrained to remark that Government has not done well in selecting the 
Kangra group line for the purpose of natinalization of motor transport. My 
submission is that this will involve the Government in losses as it is not 
expected to yield much income or profit. The reasons are obvious. This 
is a hilly tract and involves much wear and tear of vehicles. The result 
will be that Government will have to suffer loss of income and incur much 
expneduitre to meet depreciation and other allied expenses. Sol see no 
bright prospects of this line proving a paying proposition. I have rather 
serious apprehensions of Government’s selecting the Kangra route. When 
Government would incur losses in this route, the same would be exploited. 
They would tell the people that their experiment in Kangra has proved a 
failure and that no useful purpose would be served by further nationalizing 
the motor transport. I would, therefore, suggest to the Government. that 
if it earnestly wants to make an experiment, then some better route in the 
plains be nationalized and that would certainly yield better results. I am 
sure, if it accepts my suggestion it would succeed in achieving its 
object. With these words, I resume my seat. 
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Mehta Ranbir Singh ; On a point of order, Sir. I have no intention to 
challenge your discretion to call upon any hon. Member for making a speech. 
But my submission is that an opportunity should be given to those hon. 
Members also who want to speak against the Budget. So far most of the 
time for discussion has been given to those who are morally bound to 
support the Budget. I hope you will accede to my request. Besides, the 
hon. Ministers should not be allowed to speak just now. They should be 
asked topeak after they have heard the views ofthe Members opposing 
the Bridget. a 


z e la ee i 
W Mr. Deputy Speaker: This is no point of order. There are only four 
Members in the opposition and two of them have spoken. +. 


Shrimati Shanno Devi Sehgal: Sir, I also want to makea submission 
inthis connection, if it can have any effect on the hon. Minister. We have 
been given heavy volumes of Budget Estimates and no time to study them 
thoroughly. I therefore, request that the hon. Members should be given 
maximum time to express their viewson the Budget. An hon, Minister 
may be given half an hour or so for making a reply. 


Mr. Deputy Speaker : I call upon the Leader of the House to speak. 


Chief Minister (The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava) (Mindi): Sir, 
ordinarily the distribution of time for the discussion of the Budget is made 
in such a manner that the Ministers in charge of the departments get ample 
opportunity to reply to the objections raised by the hon. Members in regard 
to their respective departments. . 


Shri Kedar Nath Saigal : But the hon. Chief Minister did not hear them 
yesterday. 


Chief Minister : If the object of the discussion of the Budget is merely 
that the hon. Members should raise objections and no reply should be 
made by the hon. Ministers to refute them, then that discussion could not 
be called a fair discussion. I have read the rules and I also know it from 
my past experience that it has always been the practice to offer an oppor- 
tunity to the hon. Ministers to reply to the objections raised by the hon. Mem- 
bers in their speeches. 


Sir, before I proceed with my speech, I feclit my duty to reply to the 
objections which have been raised on the Budget proposals. I regret 
that I could not attend the session yesterday as I was not feeling well. I also 
offer my apologies for not giving any time after the presentation of the 
Budget in order to enable my hon. Friends to study it. My hon. Friends 
are aware of the fact that a new svstem has been introduced under the 
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new Constitution. During the general discussion on the Budget only 
general points are discussed. My hon. Friends have also raised discussion 
on some points during the discussion on the Motion in connec- 
tion with the Address delivered by His Excellency the Governor. They 
will also get an opportunity to raise discussion on the general topics 
when the Appropriation Bill will be brought in for the consideration of the 
House. As there would be sufficient time at the disposal of the hon. 
Members till the Appropriation Bill is brought under discussion, jt was 
not felt necessary to fix any time after the presentation of the Budget 
in order to enable them to study it. Moreover we were awaiting instruc- ` 
tions from Government of India asto how Budget was to be discussed. 
Their instructions reached us late. Under the circumstances it was not 
possible to fix any time after the presentation of the Budget with a view 
to enabling them to go through it. 


Different kinds of criticism have been advanced so far as the general 
discussion on the Budget is concerned. Certain criticisms levelled against 
the Government seem to be of a general nature. It hasbeen said that the 
administration is very weak and that services do not do any work at all. While 
some of my hon. Friends have in reply to this point said that the services 
are working and working well it has also been pointed out that if the hon. 
Ministers and His Excellency the Governor had not interfered with the servi- 
ces, then there was everv likelihood of some more and good work being done 
by them. Some of my hon. Friends have said that the 
Minist: s intcrfere with the working of the services simply because they do not 
do any work. So far as the question of the services is concerned, I think it has 
been replied in some from or the other but so far as the criticism to the effect 
that the Ministry or in other words the Government is weak is concerned, 
Į wish to say a few words by way of reply. It is really very easy to say 
that Ministers interfere with the services and that they do not 
allow them to do any work. It seems that the critics have not tried to 
understand the working of the administrative machinery and if they are 
already aware of it then I cannot do without saying that they have 


advanced this criticism simply because they wanted to raise objection. 


However I wish to bring this point home to my hon. Friends that it is the 
duty of the Ministers to lay down a certain policy and it is the function of 
the services to carry it out. The - procedure adopted in all the 

countries, except of course two countries, is that after 
every general election, the Ministry changes but services remain 
permanent and\ stationary without any change whatsoever. Previously 
in the United States of America services also used to change with the 
change of the Govenment but now this practice has altogether been stopped 
there because it was felt that after the change of thc Government there 


(Q) 34 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY (16TH Marca 1950) 


(Chief Minister) 
should be no gap in the day-to-day working of the adminisiration. 
And if for arguments sake, the services also change along with the change 
in the Ministry then in the absence of an organization for running the 
day-to-day administation, there would be confusion worse confounded for 
sometime till some new organization comes forward to shoulder the responsibi- 
lity toe carry on the work. It is therefore, clear from this that in all 
countries of the world services remain permanent. As I have already 
stated it is the duty of the services to carry out the policy laid down by the 
Ministers. If sometime the services do not see eye to eye with the 
orders issued by an hon. Minister, they bring this fact 
to his notice and if the hon. Minister still persists that that order 
must be carried out then they execute it willingly. This indicates 
that the Ministers are not weak but they know their job and know 
whatever they want todoin the interests of the public, they do it willngly. 


Under the cricumstances it really ill behoves some of my hon. Friends to 
say that the Ministers are weak. There are only two things 
to be studied sofar as this point is concerned. We have to see 
as to what work has been done during the last year and what 
work we are going to do next year. Unfortunately last year we 
had two sets of Ministers and the one set succeeded the other. 
Objections have been raised by some of my hon. Friends that nothing substan- 
tial was done to improve the lot of the rural population during the last 
year. Those of my hon. Friends, who have been raising objections to 
the effect that nothing but bad work has been done during the last year, 
perhaps forget that they happened to be at the helm of affairs at that time 
themselves. l 


Shri Kedar Nath Saigal: The hon. Chief Minister was also one amongst 
them. 


Chief Minister: } do adınit that T was one amongst them. T am 
also responsible for that as we had joint responsibility. If they are under 
the impression that there was no such responsibility then of course this 
will go to my credit. | 


An objection has been raised by my hon. Friend who is a great 
economist and who has also worked as the Finance Minister of the Punjab. 
He has in the course of his speech pointed out that by showing a surplus 
in the Budget we have deceived the public outside by showing that our 
financial position is quite stable. By Budget, which is a matter of 
accounting only, we mean that we want to incur such and such expen- 
diture in such and such away from the income which we hope to get. 
The surplus Budget of a State or a country canin no way be a sign of 
prosperity. It is not right to think that any surplus in the Budget 
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meant the financial stability and the prosperity of the people of the State, 
By misinterpreting the Budget some of my hon. Friends have tried their 
best to express their view that the Government has deceived the public out 
side. Both the remarks of my hon. Friends, if I may be excused to say, 
are not right. They are sadly mistaken to form such an opinion. If they 
were to listen to me with rapt attention and patience I am sure, they will 
soon realize their mistake. 


(At this stage Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.) 


Sir, while framing the Budget, the basic consideration that we kept in view 
was that we should not undertake any new schemes of development for which 
we cannot provide money from our income. As a Minsiter of the Government, 
I could not be expected to adopt the attitude of a man who goes on 
spending, without giving a thought to his income, hoping that as soon as it is 
finished, he would borrow by mortgaging his property. Before the partition 
the Goverment property in the Punjab was considerable and then the control 
of the central Government was not so strict and the provinces could freely take 
loans against their properties. Now no State can take a loan without the per- 
mission of the Government of India and then the loan has,invariably to be taken 
from the latter. No other State except Bombay has- been permittedto take 
loan from any where else. The Punjab Goverment depends upon the Gover- 
ment of India for loans to carry on its capital works such as Bhakra and 
Nangal. For ‘Grow More Food’ schemes al-o, we get money from them. New 


with our limited income, how can we spend more money on Beneficent Depart- 
ments? Shonld we get loans for this purpose ? If we do so, our condition 
will soon be like that of a man who goes on borrowing money but lacks the capa- 
city to discharge his debts or even to pay interest on them and has no property 
to fall back upon. So we decided to allocate money to these departments 
occordin® to their essential needs and also keeping in view the funds at our 
disposal, i.e., our income. Whatever money we will get from the Goverment of 
India in the form of subsidy or loan, we shall spend it for the good of the 
Province. Sir, you know it well with what difficulty we have made the Govern- 
ment of India agreeable to giving us Rs7.5 crores for the construction of 
Bhakra Dam. We have represented to them that this money will not be 
sufficient for our needs.. When we are finding it so difficult to get money 
for such works, where can we get the funds from for spending more on 
Reneficent Departments ? 


Now the financial position of the Government of India is at present not 
so good. They are straining every nerve to fight the inflation and have, 
therefore, expressed their inability to give the promised money to the 
States. If their financial condjtion improves after June or July, we shall 
be able to get a loan and we shall be able to utilize it for our various 
needs. 
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. An objection was raised as to why no provision has been made for Post- 
War Development Schemes in the Budget for 1950-51. I wonder why my 
able Friend who made this objection, forgot that these schemes were being 
financed. by the Government of India.. To the Punjab and Bengal, the 
Government of India had decided to give as much as. they spent on these 
schemes, without ‘any obligation to contribute anything from their own 
revenues. In the previous two years, we provided for these schemes as 
much money as was given to us by the Government of India. 
For ' the coming year, at first they had agreed to give Rs. 1.5 


crores. Later on they came down toone crore. Again the decision was 
revised and we were told that we could this year have money 


for the schemes that were already in hand, that no money could , be given 
for new schemes and that from next year no money will be made available 
for any scheme. . Now all the money that we got in conn ection with Post- 
War Development Sehemes was really a grant and when this grant is 
stopped, how can we be expected to carry on these schemes? For seven 
and a half months of the year 1947-48, the Government of India had granted 
us a subsidy of one crore., During the years 1948-49 and 1949-50, we were 
given a subsidy of Rs. 1.75 crores, each year. For the coming year, at 
first they had refused to give any subsidy. When we pressed for this, they 
decided to give usa subsidy of one crore. 


Now that our share of the income-tax has been increased a little, it has 
again been reduced to 75 lakhs. We have included this amount on our 
income side and have adjusted the expenditure accordingly. Sir, we did 
not have the courage or rather the recklessness of going on increasing the 
expenditure, when even the possibility of getting a loan was also remote. 
Can our economist friends suggest as to where we could get the money from 
under such circumstances ? we would be glad to know their views in this 
matter. Realizing all these difficulties, we decided to keep onr expenditure 
within the bounds of our income and in doing so, we have not done anything 
improper or unwise. | , 


On the one hand, objection has been raised as to why more money has pe 
been provided for the Education Department and in other quarters we have _ 
been criticized for our failure to do anything for providing education to the 
rural people. Now, whose suggestion should we accept ? Should we try to 
satisfy the economist friend who holds the view that a larger provision 
should not have been made for the Education Department or those who 
advocate the provision of educational facilities for the rural population ? 
Should we close tho institutions that arg being run by the Government ? 
Now, Sir, I would like to say a few words about the schools run by the 
District Boards. Unfortunately, the financial condition of these Boards is 
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not satisfactory, and some of them have not been able to pay the teachers 
their salaries for the last two or three months. Some of the District 
Boards decided to reduce the salaries of their employees. Now, when the 
teachers demand their salaries, they are asked to approach the Government 
on the ground that the District Boards are hard up for funds. The 
Government has also been urged to take over all the schools, and provin- 
cialize primary and secondary education. On the other hand we are told 
and we ourselves also feel that it is the duty of every government of pro- 
gressive views to advance the cause of local-self government, in order to 
give the people more and more opportunities to learn to take the local affairs 
in their own hands and to get training in methods of administration thereby. 
We are prepared to go further and vest judicial and executive powers in 
the people. (cheers). It is with these objects in view that we brought 
before the House the Gaon Panchayat Bill which aims at increasing the 
powers of the Panchayats to settle disputes and manage the local affairs and 
thus save the poor people from the expense, botheration, humiliation and 
wastage of time which they have to undergo as aresult of litigation and 
resort to courts for the settlement of their disputes (cheers). 


o 


We want to entrust the people with more and more powers and a larger 
and larger share in the administration of local affairs. We do not Mind 
giving them a share of the Government’s revenues for discharging’ their 

- responsibilities satisfactorily. We shall continue to give grants to the 
District Boards for maintaining schools and dispensaries. If these do not 
meet their needs, they- can raise funds by means of loans from local people 
or find some new sources of income. 


Another objection that has been raised by some of my hon. Friends is that 
a big sum has been ear-marked for Education. But I may submit that the 
Government has tried to discharge its duty towards people in the matter of 
imparting education within its limited financial resources. A stress has 
been laid on the point that the Government intend to start 25 schools and 
that Government has allocated Rs. 42,000 for this purpose. But my hon. 
Friends have not perhaps cared to see the amount of grant that has been 
provided for the beneficent departments. I may inform the hon, Members 
that the Government have allocated forty-six per cent of the total provision 
made for beneficent departments for education. Another charge that has 
been levelled against the Government is that it has paid scant attention to 
render assistance to schools in rural areas. In this connection I may inform © 
my Friends that the Government is not to be blamed for this. The District 
Boards are chiefly responsible for making necessary arrangements to open new 
schools in villages to meet the urgent needs of rural population in the 
matter of providing educational facilities to them. When the Panchayat Bill is 
passed by this Assembly and village Panchayats begin to function, this work 


Orig 
Punj 
Digi 
Panj 


l with; 


(8) 38 , PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY (lotH Marca, 1950 


( Chief Minister ) 


will be entrusted to them. The Government will only lay down its policy 
with regard to the system of education. The ideal of education, as the 
House is aware, has been accepted all over the country and the Government 
propose to start 25 Junior Basic Schools in the State from the next year. 

The same number of teachers will be required for these schools who will 
also receive Basic training. Another objection that has been levelled against 
the Government i is with regard to dispensaries in rural areas. I have al- 
ready informed the House that Government have issued orders for the 
opening of 18 new rural dispensaries. Of these 10 have already been esta- 
blished and the other 8 would start functioning very soon. In addition to 
this it is proposed to establish 18 subsidised dispensaries. With the opening 
of these 36 dispensaries it can-be said that there would be one dispensary 
in the State for 30,000 persons and loo square miles area. With all this, 

I feel that the number of dispensaries is inadequate to bring ‘medical aid 
within easy ‘reach of villagers. But I can say that other. States have not 
been. able. to make, as much arrangeme nts that exist in our State. Apart. from 
this, Government have. instructed medical officers in charge of rural dis- 
pensaries to tour in villages on four Jays in a week as -an experimental 
measure., Some of the patients in this way are treated in: the villages and 
others are advised by these medical . officers. to come to the dispensaries 
for treatment. The late Col. B. S.:Nat whose sad and untimely death has 
been an irreparable loss to Government had once visited a rural dispensary 
and he found that out of four beds provided .in the rural dispensary none 
was occupied.. It was, - therefore,.on his suggestion that medical officers were 
deputed to tour in key villages to bring patients to the dispensaries for 
treatment. With all the best efforts on the part of Governmeat, I still 
feel that this number is not at all sufficient for fifteen thousand villages. 

But we have fixed a standard to provide a dispensary for 100 square miles 
area and we could only do so’ much within our limited financial means. 
It is wrong to say that these dispensaries are for the benefit of people 
living in cities. In fact these are primarily for the use of villagers. Formerly, 
the Government allotted Rs. 2,500 per annum as maintenance grant for each 
District Board dispensary but now the amount has been raised to Rs. 3,000 
owing to the general rise in prices of medicines This has been 
order to enable the District Boarcs to maintain the rural dispensaries ata 
reasonable standard of efficiency. Moreover, the grades of Sub-Assistant 
Surgeons in these subsidised dispensaries have been revised so as to in- 
crease the initial pay of Rs. 80/- to 125- per mensem. | 


done in 


Now I advert to Resources and Retrenchment Committee. It has been 


said that though this committee, was set up long ago, its report has not 


been published so far,. [may inform my hon. Friend that its report is 


ready and the members of this committee have been asked to attend its 
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meeting on the 24th of this month in order to affix their signatures 
on the report. My hon. Friend who has raised this objection knows it . 
ful] well that the recommendations of the committee were sent to the 
Government from time to time and the Government took such action as 
it thought necessary. Its recommendations with regard to increase of 
sources of revenue were fully scrutinized by the Government and it took 
decision in the matter. Its proposal to increase canal water rates by 100 
percent could not be accepted and the Government decided to raise the 
water rate by 50 percent. This increase of water rate has been vehe- 
mently criticised by the ruralite members and though Government are 
convinced that this increase is a fair and equitable taxation, it has decided 
to set up a new Resources and Retrenchment Committee to go into the 
merits of the case and to suggest alternative sources of income for balanc- 
ing the Budget if water rates are not increased. I donot favour the idea 
that people should be under the impression that the Government propose 
to levy taxes forcibly. If the Government had an idea of imposing new 
taxes, it would not have increased the rates of other taxes. Of course, 
Government have tried to increase its revenue by indirect taxation and by 
doing so, I think, Government have not committed any mistake. The new 
Resources and Retrenchment Committee has been set up in deference to 
the wishes of the hon. Members of this House as there was an urgent 
necessity for doing so. I have not shown any weakness in this matter 
and any expenditure that is incurred in this connection will, I think, be in 
the right direction. I know that I share the responsibility for the delay 
in the conduct of work by this committee but I would tell my hon. Friend 
who has raised this objection that he also cannot coscientiously absolve 
himself of the responsibility of such delay for the period he remained in 
offiice of the Finance Minister. 


Sir, it has been remarked that no reduction has been effected in salaries. 
Ido not wish to take much time on this point. This matter 

5 P. M. has been under the consideration of the Resources 
and Retrenchment Committee. The Government of India decided that 
those who were in receipt of a salary exceeding Rs. 3,000 should impose a cut 
on their salaries and that in case of persons whose salaries ranged between 
Rs. 250 and Rs. 3,000, a scheme of Compulsory Savings should be enforced. 
This scheme has been enforced and all officers whose salary exceeded Rs. 
3,000 have reduced their salaries by half the amount of excess over Rs. 3,000. 


In reply to a question regarding His Excellency the Governor I gave 
come figures. But that reply did not mention that His Excellency like the 
Governors of other States had also reduced his salary by 15 percent. As 
it was not possible to effect a cut in these salaries which had been fixed 
under a statute this thing was made possible by an ordinance issued by the 
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Governor-General. In addition to this I may inform the House that our 
| Governor has effected ‘a substantial reduction in his expenditure. 


“One of my hon. Sisters was pleased to ask as to what was the necessity 
of giving travelling allowance to the Ministers when they had been provided 
“with state cars. Perhaps the numbers of our cars misled my hon. Sister. I > 
~may tell her that out of flve cars only one is that of the State and four are 
“private. For private cars travelling allowance is given at the rate of ten 
‘annas per mile and on basis of calculation I can assure the House that 
‘greater expenditure is incurred if Government cars are used. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: On a point of information, Sir. I wish to know 
_ that when one caris. Government owned why should the expenditure this 
year be rupees one lakh against rupees eighty thousand of last year. 


Chief Minister : - It'appears as if my hon. Sister is shifting her ground 
and intends to make another speech in support of her new “position. She is 
at perfect liberty to do so. ` But everybody in the House heard her say that 
Ministers should’ not chargé any travelling allowance as they had been given 

| Government cars. 


Loa e Sir, I wish to invite the attention of the House to a few points by way ' 
| -of explaining my position. I am to say that with the exception of two or 
| three beneficent departments, to other’s we have given larger sums than 
before. Take for example the Department of Industries. This department 
has-been given a sum of rupees three lakhs more than the grant of the last 
year. Sir, a charge has been brought against me that on the one hand I 
was foregoing revenue from water rate and nationalization of transport and 
| on the other I promised efficient administration. To some of my Friends 
| these two things are rather hard to reconcile. As a matter of fact the 
| argument adduced is of course lawyer like but it is certainly not sound. I 
have only promised that in case we come to a settlement with the Motor 
Unions and that the Resources and Retrenchment Committee advises that 
water rate should not ke increased as there are other means of covering 


the deficit; we will postpone nationalizatian and effect no increase in water 
rates. J am only preparred to accept these two demands if money can be 
had from some other sources and not otherwise. 


Sir, I draw the pointed attention of the House to.two things. It has 
been said that the ex-Premier issued some order for removing corruption 
from among the Ministers. Accordingly to this version two Judges of the 
Federal Court were to make the necessary investigation. In this connection 
the House will recall that when the ex-Premier made his statement on the 
24th October 1949, I gave an assurance that I shallin no case alter the 
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orders of my predecessor. Here I shall throw some light on the alleged 
order. | 


I read out the note written by the ex-Premier on the morning ‘of the 
17th October. 


I notice that a campaign of vilification is being conducted in the Press against 
the hon. Ministers of the East Punjab Government making allegations of cor- 
ruption, favouritism, nepotism, etc. Itis of vital importance that in the interests of 
purity of public life and in the interests of hon, Ministers themselves, the hon. 
Ministers who are unable to defend themselves publicly should be given facilities: by 
Government to vindicate their honour, In order to restore public confidence, it is very 
necessary that a Commission consisting of two High Court Judges be constituted at 
once to enquire into the allegations against the hon. Ministers, whether present or 
past. The hon. Chief Justice of the Federal Court should therefore be requested for the 


loan of the services of two Judges of the High Court for this purpose: Action should 
be taken accordingly. 


On this the Chief Secretary wrote the following note on the same day, 
i.e., on the 17th of October. 


H. P. m’s note below. It seems to me that before we can make a referenee, it will 
be neeessary to have a list of definite charges or allegations against definite persons, We 
should also havė an idea of the material and evidence on which the charges are based. We 
should have an approximate idea of the amount of work tha would be involved. 
Presumably hon. P.m. wants Judges from a Court or Courts other than the East Punjab 
High Court. In any case I think the correct course would be to make confidential 
reference to the Centre, presumably the Ministry of Home Affairs and not to the ae 
Chief Justice of the Federal Court. 


2. It would probably be necessary to have definite cases worked out by specially 
selected staff from our Special Inquiry Agency before proceeding further. If hon, P.m, 
agrees, the Course suggested above may be adopted and the material ene. collected 
before a reference i is made to the Government of India. A 


On this the ex- Premier again wrote on the very nea ane is the 17th of 
October. 


I agree with Chief Secretary. A suitable press note should issug inviting public 
to communicate their allegations: to Chief Secretary. Perhaps it might become 
necessary to appoint a special officer at a later stage w sort out the material for 
reference to S. I. A. i j 


T do hope the implementation of the proposal will not be postponed or delayed. 


From the notes read out by me, it would be clear that nobody could 
call the ex-Premier’s note as an order for securing the services of two Judges 
of Federal Court. This was only a proposal. The Chief Secretary gave his 
opinion on it and the Premier agreed with him and directed that-a press 
note might be issued inviting the public to supply any material which they 
inight have against any Minister. A special Enquiry Officer was then to 

be appointed to go through that material. It was after the receipt of that 
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officer’s report that the question of securing services of Judges of the 
Federal Court, for holding any enquiry could arise. It would not in these 
circumstances be correct to say that the ex-Premier issued an order and I 
cancelled it. When I received this note on the 24th October, I asked for 


| the opinion of the Home Department. They wrote that there had been 


such a case in the British Parliament. At first all the available material 
had to be collected and the question of.the manner of holding enquiry would 
arise only afterwords. The case referred to .by the Home Department is 
reported in the proceedings of the House of Common at Pages 87 to 94 of 
Hansard Debates for the year 1948-49 and relates to the period 26th October 
to 12th November, 1948. 

Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: When was this reference made and when was 
the reply received ? 

Sardar Swaran Singh: Would it not be better if they discuss these 
things in private ? 

Chief Minister: I got this note on the 24th October after my return 
from this House. I wrote onit on the 28th October and sent it to the 
Home Department and to H. E. the Governor. I got His Excellency’s reply 
on it on the 8th December. Then, Sir, I told the ex-Premier that if he had 
any complaints against me which he wished to be enquired into by Judges 
of the Federal Court, he should send those to me. One of my colleagues 
offered to resign in order to enable an enquiry to be held against him, if 


the ex-Premier so desired. No reply was received on this offer for several 
months. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Your colleague was my colleague too. 


Chief Minister: Then, Sir, it has been said that the Government has 
decided to proceed with only four cases connected with iron and steel 
scandal. In this connection, I wish to submit, Sir, that Enquiry Staff was 
deputed to investigate into all the cases. All the dealers who used to 
receive permits and numbered about flve or six hundred were collected and 
their cases were examined. On the basis of this examination it was decided 
that there was no necessity of enquiring into all these. It was decided 
that cases should not be instituted against those dealers who agreed to 
purchase in the market the same quantity of steel which they had sold in 
the black-market. Thorough enquiry was made and in those cases where 
the dealers purchased and used for manufacturing purposes the same quantity 
ef steel which they had formerly sold, it was decided not to institute 
prosecutions. There was one such stcel-dealer of Batala who did not fulfil 
this condition. His case is still in the court and the Government has not 
interfered with its normal course. Some persons against whom prosecutions 
were started, filed appeal in the High Court. 


Vidhan Sabha 


bed by; 


Digital Library 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 


Panjab Digital Library 


GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET (8) 43 


Er. Speaker: Nothing should be said about the cases which are sub- 
judice. 


Chief Minister : High Court delivered judgement on these appeals and 
it was studied by the Public Prosecutor and the Legal Remembrancer. They 
advised the Government to proceed with only four cases which should be 

‘treated as test cases and to obtain far off dates in the remaining cases. Four 
cases, which were considered to be the strongest, were selected by these 
officers and these are going on in the Courts, Two of. these cases relate to 
dealers of Sim!a and Ambala and two to those of Ludhiana. These are going on 
in the courts*of Ambala and Ludhiana. The Magistrate whom the ex-Premier 
appointed for trying all these cases at Ambala was a re-employed Magistrate. 
The Government decided to terminate the services of all the re-employed 
Magistrates. In the light of this decision, if the Magistrate who was trying 
steel cases was changed, those cases in which ‘charges had already been 
framed would have to be started de-novo. Therefore it was decided to let 
such ¢ases to be tried by those Magistrates who had framed the charges. It | 
was decided that cases of Ludhiana and Jullundur should be tried at 
Ludhiana, those of Simla and Ambala at Ambala and those of Karnal and 
Rohtak at the former place. The Government felt that if all the cases were 
tried by a Magistrate at Ambala, the parties would have to incur heavy 
expenditure. It was decided in their interest to try these cases at the place 
where they carried on~business or was not much away from it. As the 
Government had decided to terminate the services of re-employéd Magistrates 
and it was essential that the iron and steel cases should be ‘tried . by : Special 
Magistrates, the question of appointment of such Magistrates arose... As the 
Government had decided to proceed with four test-cases, a Magistrate at 
Ludhiana was made a Special Magistrate. Both the cases there were sent to 
him. Then, Sir, it has been said that only those cases are being proceeded 
with, in which the parties were comparatively poorer and that rich persons 
were not being proceeded azainst. In this connection, .I have already 
submitted, Sir, that it was decided to carry on only those cases which the 


Law Officers considered to be stronger than others. It was not proper to 


make weak cases as test cases. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : Does. the hon. Chief Minister think that the re- 
maining cases are weak ? 


Chief Minister: I have already stated and I wish to repeat it that Law 
Officers of the Government selected those cases which they considered to be 
the strongest and in which charges had already been framed. After these 
vave been decided, the Government will consider whether to proceed with 
the remaining cases or not. | 

Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: May I know if the hon. Chief Minister thinks 
thit the ` ercis2s are weak ? What does he mean by test-cases ? 


~~ 
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. Chief: Minister:: My lawyer Friends can very well understand me when I 
say that certain cases were considered stronger than others. I do not wish 
to say anything more about the cases which are sub judice. In the remaining 
cases dates have been obtained and after these four cases have been decided 
by the High Court, the remaining ones would be proceeded with. 


_. Chaudhri Lahri Singh: Teader of the House should not lose temper 

hike this. A 
= Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: It would be better if he could tell in what 

respect the other cases are weaker. 


= Chief Minister: Sir’ I learnt that copy of a certain letter 
was placed on the table of the House. I am not aware whether you 
permitted it to be placed on the table or not and whether it shall be 
incorporated in the proceedings. 1 may, however inform the House that the ae 
said letter was written by a shift Engineer of the Hissar Electric Supply | 
Company. r was stated in that letter that the proprietors of the company 
had indulged in black market. The proprietors of the company were my 
brother Pandit Thakur. Das Bhargava and Seth Sudarshan. I think there 
| can be no bigger. lie than the statement made in the letter. 
) >- “Safdar pyaren omer © Is the word lie’ parliamentary ? 
v l Mr. Speaker; The word i ig foo: chong: Be 
_vi Chief Minister: I am not saying this word in regard to any hon. Mem- 
bers <I havé'said so in regard to the contents of the letter. 


” Melita Ranbir Singh: On a point of order, Sir. 1 want to know if it 
is parliamentary to say” “that a particular person is not a liar but he tells 


in his speeches ? 


of _ Mr. Speaker: In that case it is unparliamentary. 


Chief Minister: To make a presumption and then put certain words 
in my mouth is unparliamentary, Then, Sir, it has been said that the i 
Government has acted in a high handed manner in the case of Pandit Faqir 
Chand, Member Legislative Assembly. The other day, I did not say any- 
thing on this point, because I thought that the case had become sub judice. s 
But now I can say this much that no rules have been violated in this case. 
I have also got a letter in this connection which can be read out to the hon. 
Members in a party meeting. It is said in that letter that, if there is any 
technical defect, that should be overlooked and if that is not possible, he 
should be nominated as President by the Government. 


Mr. Speaker: May I know if that letter was written to the hon. Chief = 
Minister in his capacity as Chief Minister ? 
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Chief Minister: Again it has been said that Lala Duni Chand of 
Ambala made certain complaints which have not been enquired into by me. I 
may point out that he met me at Ambala where I had gone in connection 
with University Convocation. At that time, I satisfied him in regard to 
all his complaints except one. This one complaint related to the decision 
of the Government for locatinz the Capital at Chandi Garh. He wanted 
the Capital to be located at Ambala. We surveyed the possibilities for 
locating the Capital at some place in the plains. On the one hand it was 
complained that people who lived at Simla or came here suffered great 
hardship. But when we decided to build new Capital, it was complained 
that we were unnecessarily spending money. I would like to point out 
that the Government is not spending anything from its own revenues for this 
purpose. An amount of Rs. one crore will be received from the Government of 
India as loan. For the rest, the previous hon. Chief Minister declared that if 
30 thousand people applied for the purchase of plots at the Capital, the 
Government would go ahead with the Scheme. People are sending applications 
for this purpose and they would have to pay the price of plots in five instal- 
ments. If we succeed in building the Capital, the displaced persons who 
are now rotting in U. P. and Delhi, would get a chance to stand on their 
feet once again. Secondly the people who come here would be saved from 
lot of trouble and hardship Besides this, the difficulty: experienced on 
account of the location of offices at different places, would also be removed. 
Our two hon. Ministers toured the area of Baldev Nagar Camp near Ambala 
for the purpcse of selecting site for the Capital. We required 50 square 
miles of area for housing 5 lakhs of people. But there was difficulty re- 
garding the acquiring of the area from the PEPSU Government in whose 
territory Baldev Nagar lay. We also visited places like Ludhiana, Phillaur 
and Jullundur; but we could not get necessary facilities for the purpose of 
locating Capital. It is said why doesn’t the Government acquire land on 
this side of the stream called Sukhna. But I would like to point out that 
it is for the experts to say whether water, climate and other things are of 
the requisite quality or not. We are, however, prepared to give land for. 
land to the people who would be displaced from the site of the Capital. 
During all this time we continued to acquaint the Government of India 
regarding this matter. We wanted to see the Finance Minister and the hon. 
Prime Minister in the form of a deputation; but we were told that the 
Government of India appreciated our difficulties and were prepared “to help 
us. Evenin the Governors, Conference the Governor pressed for 
more grant for this purpose. But we shall definitely know in August as 
to how much more the Government of India can give us. 


_ Sir, as you know, we could not get land near Ambala because it belongs 
to Pepsu. So we could not think of choosing that place for the construction 
Moreover due to financial stringency it was general by 


of the Capital. 
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demanded that we should not undertake construction of a new Capital. 
The Prime Minister of India came to Ambala. In his speech he referred to 
the Capital and said that the people of Punjab were not enterprising. They 
could not even decide upon having a Capital for themselves and constructing 
it. In the light of his observations it was finally decided to build the 
Capital at Chandigarh. 


_ Sir, some objectionable words have been used on the floor of this House 
by some of the hon. Members. I wish to submit that such a practice is 
undesirable specially when the man against whom such words are used is 
not present to defend himself. In the past there has been a convention 
that if the man could not be present, no charges against him were levelled. 
But in spite of that an hon. Member has used the word ‘“‘Rasputon’’ on the 
floor of the House. This does not appear to be proper. If I become a 
‘Minister under the composite cabinet I am considered to be fit enough to 
take charge of the portfolios of Finance. Then I am thought to be quite 
competent to hold such an important portfolio. But now I am alleged to be 
incompetent. Perhaps according to them when a set of Ministers is replaced 
by another I become incompetent. Their criticism is based upon prejudice 
and is quite unjustified. | 


Sir, it has been alleged that this is quite an ordinary budget. I admit 
‘this. In fact those who have no good finances are unable to make extra- 
ordinary budgets. This is quite. natural. Ours isa poor province and we 
‘can hardly make our both ends meet. An hon. Member has remarked 
that the policy of long range planning is conspicious by its absence and 
that Government have lost contact with the masses. Hehas gone to the 
extent of stating that I have been unable to satisfy the people. Sir, my 
submission is that if such is the view of the majority of the members of 
this party and if they consider that I'am incompetent, they can throw the 
budget and have competent persons in our place. ( Interruption by Mehta 
Ranbir Singh) I don’t care for renegades. 


Sir, there are three types of works in the budget. Firstly, there are 
those which were running before we achieved independence and which cannot 
be stopped. We shall have to continue incurring expenditure on them because 
their nature is such that we cannot help spending on those works. The only 
difference that can be made, after we have achieved independence, is that we 
can change the point of view with regard to these items. Now we can 
have the consideration of the progress of the people whereas formerly it was 
only the benefit of the rulers. Secondly, there is the task of Relief and 
Rehabilitation of the displaced persons on which we are spending. The third 
item is that of development. We have been charged to he qnite forgetful 
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of what the Government of India is doing in „this matter. It has been 
alleged that we are not doing any long-range planning at all. In this con- 
nection I wish to draw the attention of the hon. Members to the formation 
of the Rural Development Board. It has been constituted in accordance 
with the general policy followed by Government of India in the sphere of deve- 
lopment. Our object is to co-ordinate our activities with the broad lines of 
policy followed by the Government of India. We wish to implement the policy 
of the Central Government so that it may be to the benefit of the State and 
its pepole. Demonstration parties are arranged for the development of 
village industries. We wish ts give training to the workers by opening 
training Centres in the villages. There are a few such Centres and we 
desire to have more. Every effort is made to follow the plans made by 
Central Government. If this is not planning I wonder what my hon. Friend 
wishes us to do. I have aiready explained that there are certain items of 
expenditure which we cannot change. My esteemed Friend knows full well 
Low the policy is discussed and the Budget Estimates are made. Of 
course, we had to face difficulties in making the budget for. 1947-48, for 
reasons known to all. But the examples of the other Budgets are before us. 
When the Budget for 1948-49 was made, every department was thoroughly 
discussed and the Budget was moulded in accordance with the conclusion 
arrived at in the course of these discussions. The same procedure was í 
followed in 1949-50 as well. The Finance Minister prepared the Budget 
with the help of the Heads of all Departments. The first consideration was 
the revenues of the Province. Out of all the receipts, the amount to be 
spent on those items which we could not change was noted. We could only 
see, as stated above, that these items were to serve the best interests of the 
State. After that the Budget was planned on a long-range policy and 
our object was to provide food, clothing and shelter to every citizen. 
Government had Sarvodaya Smaj plan before it as also the Central 
Government plans. We were most keen to put them into practice, But 
if my hon. Friend still thinks that I have not been able to attract the 
imagination of the masses, if he considers that I am incompetent to act 


in the interest of the people, I am prepared to get out and hand over the 


reins of Government to him. 
Then, Sir, it has been said that if we purchase tractors, they will meet 


the same fate which befell the trucks. May I remind the hon. Mem- 
Ler that sometime ago when ShriGopalaswami Ayanger came to Jullundur 
we had a discussion whether we should get a number of tractors from the 
Central Tractors Organisation. After fully deliberating the matter we 
decided to place ourdemand for tractors before him. The object of ac- 
q iring tractors was to bring under cultivation those lands for which the tenants 


mccct available or those lands which were to be reclaimed but whos 
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The results were not heartening in ‘the absence of the element of com- 
pilsion as it depended upon the sweet will of the zamindars to- get their 
lands consolidated or not. So it was decided that consolidation of holdings 
must be brought about compulsorily. Consequently, an hon. Member of 
this House moved an unofficial resolution on the subject in consultation 
with the Government, recommending thereby to introduce compulsory 
consolidation of holdings. As a result of the acceptance of this resolution 
by the Assembly, Government enacted the Consolidation of Holdings Act. 
We did not stop here. We passed another law making fragmentation of 
holdings impossible. Now, when our patwaris of both the Revenue and 
Co- -operative Departments, who are at present busy with the Rehabilitation 
Depårtment i in the work connected with the quasi-permanent allotment of lands, 
are free, we would lose no time in starting the work of consolidation. I may 
also point out that we have appointed a Director for this purpose so that he 


may chalk out plans for the speedy execution of the consolidation work. 


rere 


Then an hon. Member was pleased to remark that there was no increase 
visible in the revenue receipts and yet the Government claimed to possess 
sound and stable financial position. Has the Government got some subsidy 

or loan to balance the Budget ? If my hon, Friend had cared to peruse the 
revenue receipts for the year 1950-51, he would have seen that the revenue 
figures for that year exceeded the figures of 1949-50 by 50 to 60 lakhs of 
rupees. I hope the revised estimates will bring even more revenue. | 

Then an interesting thing has been said by an ‘ex-Parliamentary 
Secretary in regard to the appointment of Parliamentary Secretaries. He was 
pleased to say that Parliamentary ‘Secretaries should be appointed only if the 
object of their appointment isto train them so that ultimately they could 
replace me; otherwise there was no necessity to appoint them. I have never 
objected to the aspirations of a Parliamentary Secretary who after training 
wishes to take my-place. I am even prepared to make room for him. So far 
as the question of my training them is concerned, on the one hand my compe- 
tence as Finance Minister is doubted and I am dubbed as inefficient Chief 
Minister, devoid of any ability for planning, and on the other I am asked to 
impart training and prepare the Parliamentary Secretaries to qualify for 
Ministerships. | I may tell the House that I am prepared to relinquish the 
office for the sake of th ose gentlemen who nave already acted as maramenta'y 

Secretaries. 


ee interesting thing that I have noticed is a ‘curious change in the 
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I may tell the House that we are expecting to complete the work of con- 
solidation of holdings within five years. (Applause). We are going to 
see this work through because we feel that consolidation of holdings would 
prove instrumental in giving impetus to the people to have tube wells for 
irrigation purposes. I may also point out that those persons get tube wells 
sunk in their lands who have enough land for cultivation so that even if 
the land is consolidated, they remain in possession of a substantial and 
unified tract to irrigate. But ifin the process of consolidation, their land 
is made over to some one else, they will get full compensation for the facili- 
ty that land was having as a result of the tube wells. Hon. Members, there- 
fore, may rest assured that sinking of tube wells willbe and is being done 
after careful planning, and the experts of the Irrigation Department are 
fully consulted in the matter, before hand. As a matter of fact, the Depart- 
ment advises the intending persons about the suitability of place and 
necessity of the tube wells. This will indicate that nothing is being 
done without proper planning and that tube wells are not being sunk 
haphazardly. | 


Then it has been remarked that consolidation of holdings should be 
done ina planned manner and that Government has given no indication 
of proper planning in the matter. So faras th ismatter is concerned, I am 
of the opinion that if we can get proper personnel trained in the consoli- 


dation work, we would complete the work in less than five years. (Cheers). 


Sardar Swaran Singh: Then, will the Chief Minister kindly provide the 
maximum amount of money for the execution of this work? | 


Chief Minister; If the money is available, I assure my hon. Friend 
that we will spare no pains to see the consolidation of holdings through even 


before five vears. 


Sardar Partap Singh: I would request the hon. Chief Minister to charge 
the cost of consolidation of holdings on acreage basis ands finish 
the work within five years. | i 


Chief Minister: I have already held out an assurance to that effect. 
But I would request the hon. Member to work on the Resources afd 
Retrenchment. Committee and put forward proposals making money 
available tome. Then I willtryto fulfil my promise. Now, Sir, the work-of 
consolidation of holdings has an interesting history behind it. Previously 
the Revenue Department used to do this work. But later on it was 


entrusted to the Co-operative Department and it did this work on -voluntary 
basis. There was no ccmpulsion involved in the consolidation of holdings. 
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-reclamatida- was not possible through individual efforts. So, as decided, and 


in consultation with the Government of India, we entrusted the Central 
Tractors Organisation with reclaiming certain areas in the State of Punjab. 
Since the Organisation failad to accomplish the work ‘successfully, the 
Punjab Government was asked to take over the work under its own control. 
Consequently the Department of Agriculture has been put in charge of 
the work. Now we have 25 lakhs of acres of culturable waste land which 
requires to be reclaimed. Besides, lands left by Muslims have been 
covered with weeds due to their non-cultivation. They also require to be 


reclaimed. Now these lands are in such a condition that their reclamation 


is not possible without the aid of tractors. So it has been decided to employ > 


them for this purpose. As a matter of fact, the reclamation work has made 
sufficient progress. Then there are certain persons who can afford to 
purchase tractors for the purpose of cultivation of their lands. Their de- 
-manid is also to be met by us. Soitis abundantly clear that there is not 


the slightest possibility of our tractors lying idle. or remaining in disuse. In 


fact they are all occupied at present. The -apprehensions of my hon. 
Friends, therefore, on this score are entirely unfounded. 


Then an objection has been raised in regard to the sinking of tube 


wells. It has been remarked that the work has been undertaken hapha- 


zardly and not in a systematised or planned manner, because the con- 


_ solidation cf holdings has not been completed as yet. but does this mean 


that sinking of tube wells should be abandoned till the completion of the 
consolidation of holdings? I don’t ‘subscribe to this view. Hon. Members 
ure aware that with the consolidation of holdings, these wells would be in 
creat demand. New, Sir, the work of sinking tube wells is ordinarily -Exe 
cuted by two departments, namely the Irrigation Department and the 
Agriculture Department. There is a scheme before the Irrigation Depart- 
ment for sinking 250 tube wells in Jagadhri and the work is going to be 
entrusted to afirm in full consultation with the Government of India. 
The water obtained from this source would be thrown into a canal and 
the canal water supplemented with these tube wells water would be utilised 
for irrigation purposes. Now the Agriculture Department locks to the 
needs of those zamindars who being affluent, want to | ave tubewells to irrigate 
their lands at their own expense. The work of sinking tube wells is done 
under the aegis of the Agriculture Department on payment. Now, when 
the work of consolidation of holdings is going: to) be cazried out vigurously, 
itis hoped that the tubewells will be in great demand. lis this connection 
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atitude of my hon, Friend who has raised certain objections in the course of 
his speach. It would have been in the fitness of things if he were in his 
seat. Į have been really surprised to find my hon, Friend praising ‘the very 
Unionist Party against whose candidate he had ponent and won elections © in 
1946 on the Congress Ticket. i 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal; Better sense has prevailed upon him. (Laughter). 


Chief Minister: It is said. that Assembly time is difficult for 
the “Ministers and that the difficult time for the Members 
is when the elections draw near. At the time of elections we are confronted 
with this problem as to how to secure votes and also wuether the people of 
the constituency from wkich we are going to seck elections want us to be 
their representatives or not. I am really surprised to find my hon. Friend 
who fought and won elections on thh Congress Ticket, praising to-day. the 
Unionist Party. 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal: Is there any harm in doing so? 


Chief Minister Lih- my hon. Friend Chaudhri Lahri Singh T am not 
praising the Unionist Partv and criticising my own party. Like my hon. 
Friend I was also occupving my seat on the Opposition Benches during the 
regime of the Unionist Government. At the time I was trying my utmost to 


_ fellcw and act upon the Congress nolicy and to-day ^> Tam following the 
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same policy. (Hear, hear). Asa imember of the Congress Party and also 
a member of this august H: use, he has also to share the responsibility for all 
thet Fas happened during the last year when he also happened to be at 
tke helm of the affairs for about six months. It is no use finding fault with 
others when actually the fault lies in one’s own self. Here I am reminded cf 
a maxim that “A German says all Germans are had’’.. I leave it to the 
hen. Members to deduce the result themselves. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: Bcthare right. 


Chief Minister: On the one hand being a member of the Congress ; Party, 
my hon. Friend goes on praising the Ccngress. When the Congress nomi- 
nates candidates for fighting the coming elections, my hon. 
Friend after getting the Congress ticket, will keep the Congress programme 
before the people and thus canvass their votes. But to-day we find the same 
hon. Member criticising . the Congress and praising the Unionist party. 
(Interruptions). Let me make it clear that is not my hon. Friend Chaudhri 
Suraj Mal who has praised the Unionist Partv. His praising the Unionist 
Party has some justification in it. Į hold a different view so far as that party 
«we concerned. I was of the opinion that there was some scope of making some 
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improvement in the programme a ie party @ and that there + was also the ne; 
cessity of effecting. certain changes in it. There could be some justification 
on the part of my hon. Friend Chaudhri Suraj Mal if he had expressed the view 
that the Unionist Party was better than the Congress. However, my hon. 
Friend who has praised the Unionist Party and criticized his own party should” 
know that it has been said about him that he isa “Laddu khane wala Jat”. 


Sardar Swaran Singh : May I know if there is any difference between 
“Laddu khane. „wala Jat’ and “Dud-pine wala sa ? 


Chief Minister: It jas been said that the policy regarding the imposition 
of control is very bad. There are no two opinions on the point that the 


© Congress was not in favour of imposing any control whatsoever. My hon. 


Friends know it full well that in the middle of the year 1948 Food Procurement 
Scheme and rationing of food and cloth were abolished. But at the end of the 
year deficiency in. foodgrains was greatly felt both in the urban and rural 
„areas. It was therefore felt necessary to oen fair-price shops. Foodgrains 
were ‘imported from areas outside the State and made available to ` the people 


of urban and rural areas at fixed rates. Deficit areas were not ignored and no 


time was lost in de. spatching foodgrains to them. In October 1948, ‘rationing 
was. introduced i in 10 towns. We also succeeded in lowering the prices of 
-foodgrains i in ev ery nook ‘and corner of the State. So far as the scheme of 
“Food Procurement is concerned, I wish to ‘point out that we have procured 
two hundred and seventeen thousand tons of wheat and have stored this 


‘quantity as a permanent reserve. It i is because of this fact that we have not 


` felt the necessity to import foodgrains from outside. 


Further it has been suggested that there should be free trade in foodgrains. 
I wish to bring this home to those of my hon. Friends who hold this view that 
Punjab is not a separate entity and that it is part and_parcel of Bharat. 
Bharat consists of all the States. It isthe representatives of all the States 
of Bharat who decide as to how much quantity of foodgrains produced in a 
certain State should be allowed to be set apart for its consumption and how 
much quantity should be allowed to be exported from that State to other 


States. Basic plans are thus formed ‘and under these plans States are allowed 
to purchase and sell foodgrains. Our State cannot-resort to free-trading 


unless it foris itself into a separate entitv or in other words it will have to 
secede from India, which we cannot tolerate. Our State is part and parcel 
of the Soverign Democratic Republic of India.. It really ill-behoves my 
hon. Friends te say that we should resort to free-trading in ` foodgrains which 
in other words means that we should secede from Bharat. Their arguments 
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do not stand to reason. It is really no use entertaining such ideas. However, 
I wish to make it clear that Government felt it necessary to impose control 


over foodgrains. 


So far as sugar is concerned, control has been imposed on it by the 
Government of India and we have nothing todo withit. We have asked 
the Government of India to increase the quota of sugar already allocated to our 
State. We have also requested them that in case it was not possible to providé 
us with the increased quota of sugar we may be allowed to continue receiving 
the’ present fixed quota and that we may also be permitted to decontrol it. 
Both the requests were not accepted by them. We have to approach them for 
providing us with more quota of sugar as we do not produce sufficient quantity | 


in our State. 


As regards kerosene oil, it. is imported into our country from dollar 
countries abroad. In spite of the limited dollar earnings, the Government of 
India continues to import kerosene oil from abroad. It is distributed among 
all the States according to the ratio of population. 

Chaudhri Suraj Mal : Ona point of order, Sir. Is not the House 
responsible for the health of the hon. Chief Minister? He was not feeling 
well yesterday and to-day he has been on his legs for the last two hours. 


(Interruption). 


Chief Minister: Sir, while the Deputy Speaker was in the Chair, I 
had expressed the view that.I would reply tothe debate and that no other 
Minister would speak. Su, I have taken the time of my colleagues and not 


that of any other hon. Member. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: He is not complaining about the’ time that 
you have taken, but he is thinking about your health. (Laughter). | 


Chief Minister: Sir, leaving aside other matters for the present, I 
particulary want to touch upon two moreimportant matters just now. An 
hon. Friend has dwelt upon the hardships of the people belonging to the 
Scheduled castes. I had always felt as to why those members of the 
Scheduled castes who tilled land with their own hands should not be 
permitted to purchase it. But until the existing law is amended, it 
is not possible todo so. ButIamgladto announce that we have now 
decided to treat the membersof the Scheduled castes as defined in the 
Constitution of India, as ‘agriculturists’ within the purview of the Punjab 
Alienation of Land Act. (Cheers). They will soon be declared ‘agriculturists’. 


(Loud applause). 


Sardar Partap Singh: What about the artisans? 
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Chief Minister: The hon. Member should have patience.— 

| MEH TH PY ats er | 

HJA Us A vist GE | 

Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: May I know if the Government intends 
declaring tillers of land other than those belonging to the Scheduled Castes . 
as ‘agriculturists’ ? 

Chief Minister : Sir, so faras my interpretation of the Punjab Alie- 
nation of Land Act is concerned and so far as I understand its objects 
and reasons, I think it was enacted with a view to giving protection to 
some comparatively backward commiunities and we see no reason why 
this protection should be withdrawn. (Hear, hear and cheers). If 
the members of those castes want to sell their land, they cannot 
sell it to anybody outside those castes. So the members of the agricultural m 
tribes can buy or sell land among one another. If people outside their ” 


tribes have a mind to take to agriculture, they can purchase land owned 
by the non-agriculturists. T3 


Sardar Swaran Singh: Theycan purchase even from agriculturists, after 


obtaining the Perio of the Deputy Commissioner, which is granted 
in suitable cases. 


Chief Minister: Sir, I am of the view that nobody who holds land 
up toten or twelve acres-an area which constitutes an ‘economic holding’ 
or land sufficient for one plough be permitted under the law to sell, mortgage 
or alienate his land, nor should it be liable to attachment by the Government. 


(Cheers). This,in my opinion, would he real protection to the tillers. 


Sir, the Prime Minister of our country h.s expressed a keen desire 
that this country should become self-sufficient in food by the end of 1931 
and that no foodgrains shall be importe |! thereafter, and if even then there 
will be a shortage, we shall have to carry on without imported foodgrains. 
Accordingly, the Government of India wrote us to prepare ‘Grow More Foot’ 


| schemes for our State. A Food Commissioner was appointed to ascertain what 
| contribution each State could make towards the ‘Grow More Food’ 
| campaign and in what manner and with what help from the Government 
| of India. There are two kinds of schemes. under the ‘Grow More Fon?’ 
campaign. Firstly, there are ‘productive schemes’ which are financed by 
loans. Secondly, there are ‘unproductive’ schemes for which we get money 
| in the form.of subsidies . Previously, we used to get two-thirds of the money À 
| that we hed to spend on food as subsidies from the Government of India, 

and for financing ‘Grow More Food’, schemes, we were given 


money ‘ 
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in the form of loan. At this stage, I don’t want to go into the dctails of 
these schemes, as discussion is going to take placeon the demand pertaining 
to these schemes after a few days. etres g 


Now a few words with regard to the destruction of pests and animals 
which constitute a serious menace to the crops. An objection was raised that 
> this Government has no definite policy in regard to this matter. A suggestion 
has also been made that the destruction of monkeys etc. be stopped al- 
together. lf the criticism of the Government policy in this matter had 
been made by those who are sitting opposite to us, it would have been 
understandable because in the legislatures all the world over, it is customary 
for the Opposition to oppose and criticize the Government just for the sake 
oci opposition. But I am sorry to say that this criticism was not 
confined to the hon. Members sitting on the opposite benches. It is for 
s their sake that once again I declare that the Government has been responsible 
for the killing of a large number of monkeys and intends continuing their 
destruction and also intends to help those who want to do so. (Cheers). 
It is absolutely a false impression that because Lala Hardev Sahay wants it 
we shall stop the destruction of monkeys. Like Lala Hardev Sahay, some of 


the hon. Friends here seem to hold the view, that because we are dctermined 
to save the craps from the inroads of wild animals in order to be. able to 
provide food to more human beings and are making sirennous efforts in 
this connection, we have become unfit and incapable of running the 
administration and that the Governor’s rule is the only needof the hour 
lf the hon. Members of this House say that the Government is going to. 
change its policy because a private individual wants it, it surely does not 


reflect any credit on them or on us. 


Sir, now I would like to make a brief mention of some other activities 
of the Government, aimed at increasing the production of the State. 
The first among them is our reafforestation scheme. After the partition,® 
few forests have been left in this Province and so we are now deficitin 
pæ timber and firewood. Reafforestation will not only solve this problem but 
“3 also help in the reclamation of land spoilt bv erosion and will make it possi-. 

ble to utilise this land for cultivation of food crops. Weare making strenuous 
efforts in this direction in various parts of the Kangra district and minor 
irrigation schemes are also being executed, from which water will soon be avail- 
able forthe newly-planted trees. Experiments are also being made in 
connection with the scheme of lifting water by means of high dams. - Re- 


Ba £ 

search is also being carried on in regard to the development of fruit-growing 
Ld . ý . e K . e r e. . . 

industry in this district. Thercis a nursery for this purpose in Kulu. 
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We are anxious to find ways and means of utilising the herbs which grow 
in this district for the manufacture of medicines. Besides this, 
we propose to establish there such industries which have a fair 
chance to thrive. We have appointed an Industrial Surveyor whose report 
in this connection is awaited and after sometime we shall be able to establish 
industries there. As the raw rosin had been yielding good income we have 
not been able to start rosin factory. The Government had advised the owners 
of rosin factory to form a company but they have not taken a decision in 
the matter. We cannot enter into partnership with this concern for the reason 
that the factory is situated at a long distance from the city and that the 
factory owners are also not likely to be benefited thereby. Besides this, the 
Government has decided to establish a cement factory at Suraj pur so that 
we may not experience any difficulty in the supply of cement which we require 
in large quantity for the construction of Bhakra Dam and also for the new 
capital of the State. In order to start this factory we have asked for loan 
from the Government of India and as soon as it is available we shall take 
necessary steps in this direction. So far as the scheme of electricity is 
concerned, its proper planning has not yet been made as has been remarked 
by my hon. Friend Sardar Swaran Singh and without the proper planning it 
will be difficult to say precisely as to how the electricity available from Bhakra 


_ and Nangal Projects will be utilized. The Government is, however, making 
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survey of centres where industrial development can be as rapid as desired. 
Electricity can be employed for industrial, agricultural and domestic purposes. 
In order to give power from the Mandi Hydro Electric Project, it is intended 
to erect transmission lines up to Khanna. Service connections have been 
given to Ludhiana and Jullundur and two or three towns in Kangra 
district from Mandi Hydro Electric Project. Jammu and Kashmir Govern- 
ment has also made a request to this Government for the supply of 
electricity for Jammu and we have decided to provide electricity for Jammu 
as well. Government would be able to give 25,000 K.W. electricity released - 
fron: Nangal Project to Delhi and also to the industrial townships proposed 
to be built up in the neighbourhood of certain townsin the Punjab. Work 
centres will also be supplied with electricitv. Flectricity from Nangal Project 
will be available in the year 1952. In the meantime electricity will be 
generated by means of thermal sets. These sets have been installed in 
Panipat, Sonipat and Jagadhri and these areas will be served with the 

ectricity generated by these sets. It is also proposed to take electric 
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service up to Dehra. Baba Nanak. Moreover,. electricity. is required for 
agricultural purposes for the area from Kangra to Khanna and we shall 
be able to serve this area with electricity. Similarly if we find it possible 
to erect. transmission lines up to any place where electricity is required 
we shall do so as the Government is anxious to do planned development of 


the State. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: Pandit Shri Ram hasa grievance that his speech 


has not been replied to. 


Chief Minister: Sir, I was mentioning that Government is keen on. 
utilizing all the electricty available for the betterment of the State and now 
my hon. Friend has interrupted me that I have not replied to the objections 
raised by my hon. Friend Pandit Shri Ram Sharma. (Interruptions). My 


two friends have answered each other. 


Sardar Swaran Singh : So they are divided., (Lcuyhter).. 


Chief Minister: It is the intention of the Government to m the 
quota of electricity supplied-to. Pakistan. from 5,000 K. W. -to 2,500 K. W. with 
effect from 31st March and to utilise the 
purposes, If the electricity i is not ernployed to the best: advantage or if such 
power remains unconsumed, it will naturally entail loss to the Government. 
i Our main difficulty is that we have no transmission’ lines which we - are- now 


trying to procure. The other handicap 


electricity so saved for our own 


is that the motor transformers 


which we want to utilize for industrial and agricultitralpurposes ‘are-not 
available. We shall try to utilize 2,500 K.W. of energy and in ‘that case-we 
= shall also be able to manufacture motor transformers. It is our plan and in 
pursuance of it we have suggested to some industrialists to set up factories for 
_ manufacturing consumers’ goods and if they do so, it will be forthe well- 
being. of the State. It is also. proposed to open an Engineering College for 


imparting -technical education from 


_ sufficient number of such engineers. 


October 1950. When -we have 


we shall naturally standin need 


We have an adequate number of 


eivil engineers, The House is perhaps aware that the Irrigation and Buildings 
- and Roads Engineers whom we could not absorb after partition had to be 

‘accommodated elsewhere. And I am proud to say that the road from 
- Pathankot to Jammu was.-constructed. by the Punjab Engineers. 


Shrimati Shanno Devi “PERGAR The 


Chief Minister: “It is still there. 


Panjab Digital Library 


-road that has been washed 


Origi 
Punj 
Digit 
Panj 


with; 


f by; 
IDigita 


| idhan Sabha 


(8) 58 -© © PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. ©) (15TH Marcu, 1950 


Sardar Swaran Singh: But they took full two years to build the 
Chaheru Bridge. C E eee) Bee 

Chief Minister: The Chief Engineers of some of the States are Punjabis 
who havc gone on deputation. In some, the Directors of Health Services are 
also Punjabis. o E 

Chaudhri Lahri Singh: The Chief Minister of Orissa is also a Punjabi. 
Chief Minister: Ministers or Chief Ministers cannot be ‘imported or 
exported as yet. | | ` 

Sardar Swaran Singh: In'case it be possible ‘Chaudhri Sahib must be 


exported. 
Chief Minister: Sir, I must make a mention of one thing, - 
Chaudhri Lahri Singh: These are all false promises. 
Chief Minister : The hon. Member has also been holding out such 
pro-nises, 
Chaudhri Lahri Singh: It is true, but I have been surpassed. (Laughter) 


Chief Minister: Sir, I wish to mention something which I consider very 


Some of my hon. Friends sav that as I am an urbanite, I care 


important. 
Tt is also said that T place 


more for the urban areas and ignore the villages. 
greater burden of taxes on rural novulation than on the urban. These 

allegations are altogether unfounded. I can sav that much greater expendi- 
ture in connection with the beneficent departments is incurred in villages 
than in the cities and it is hut natural as a vast maijoritv of our people live 
there, It is certainly wrong to distinguish between the urbanites and the 
ruralites. Weare all Punjabis and it is the duty of everv one of us to help 
each other. As true sons of free Bharat such a thing can ever be expected of 
us hecause it is only thea that v2 can brine aaod name to our great 
country. Sir, I remember the teachings of my Guru who showed me the right 


way in life. (Shri Kedar Nath Saigal: But vour Guru was displeased with you). 


He told us that India lived in villares and nat "in cities. Cities according to 


him were set up bv ambitious neovle who wanted not to serve others but 
themselves. I admit T live not ina village hut ina town. But fortunately I 


have property neither in any village nor in anv town and therefore am ina 
position to act upon "the advice of mv Guru who had an intense desire to help 
the villages. I have always tried to helv the rural areas in my own way as 
they area bit backward. It is our dutv to help them at present. After they 
have come to the level of the urbanites, we shall all struggle together for the 
welfare of our great nation. I have no mind to take any more time of the 
House nor can I do so as it is almost time for adjournment. 
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Master Gurbanta Singh: Sir, I may be allowed to thank the Ministry 
for having made us capable of living in the villages. 
Mr. Speaker: I think no speech is necessary by the hon. Member. 


Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: (Jullundur, General, Rural) (Hindustani), 
Sir, I have just a minute atmy disposaland cannot say much. However 
I am sorry to observe that some very responsible Members have tried to. 
create a rift between the urbanites and the ruralites or say the non-agricul- 


turists and agriculturists. (Interruptions). 
Mr. Speaker: There should be no reflection on any hon. Member. 
Shri Shacat Ham Chodia: 1 don’t mean to cast any aspersion on any- 


body, 


The Assembly then adjourned till 2 p.m. on Thursday, 16th March 


1950 
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FIRST SESSION OF THE FIRST PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


ee 
3 


k- ee ee 
Thursday, 16th March 1950. 
The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber Simla at? p.m. of the 
l Clock. Mr. Speaker (the hon, Sardar Kapoor Singh) in the Chair. 
. * m STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
t- 
Miye FERRY RATES IN AMRITSAR DISTRICT. 
‘ 
> *1569 Sardar Bachan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Local Self 
| Government and Labour pleased to state :— 
(a) whether itis a fact that the ferry rates at various pattans in the 
Amritsar district have been revised ; if so, since when and the 
result thereof ; 
(b) the ferry rates at these pattans before and after the revision 
of such rates ; 
* (c) the income on this account at each of the pattans referred to 
ee above during April 1949 and January 1950 ? 
The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad 
(a) Yes; since 15th October, 1949. There will be considerable 
increase in the yield of the toll. | 
(b) A statement giving these rates is laid on the tablet ;' 
(c) Except Harike ferry, all ferries are managed by the District 
Board, Amritsar, which leases collection of toll to the contractors. 
Monthly income cannot, therefore, be supplied in respect of these 
. ferries. The income during April 1949 at MHarike ferry was 
+ Rs. 1,094/5/-.. The toll collection at this ferry was also leased 
V out for five months upto 31-3-50 and therefore income for January, 
: 1950 is not known. | | » 9 
7 y i : 
x ——— 
FAMILY MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCE TO DETENUS. 
| *1571. Sardar Bachan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be, pleased 
s to state :— o 
` 
(a) Whether any rules regarding the grantof the family maintenance 
allowance by the detenus have been framed by the Government ; 
if so, the details thereof : 
: {Kept in the library. 
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[S. Bachan Singh] : 


(b) , the main points which are taken into consideration while dealing 
= with the applications of the detenus for the grant of famil 
. Maintenance allowances ; OS E > 
(c) the number of the applications received from the detenus or their 


dependents for the grant of the family maintenance allowance 
upto 31-12-49 ; 


(d) the number of the cases in which this allowance was granted. 
The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : 


(a) Yes. The maximum maintenance allowance permissible to each 
woman dependent is Rs. 25/- P. M. and to each minor dependent 
Rs. 20/- P. M. subject to twenty percent increase per capita for 
dependents living in urban areas. 


(b) The financial condition and the sources of income of the family 
are taken into consideration. - , 
(c) 252, l 
(d) 67.. 
Pa 
Sardar Sajjan Singh: Isit a fact that the Government rejected the 


applications of those detenus who neither owned land nor had any source 
of livelihood ? 


y Mr. Speaker : That isthe hon. Member’s point of view. 
l Sardar Sajjan Singh: May I know whether Government while taking 
their financial condition into view also consider whether they own any or 


receive any rent of their houses. Does the Government take the other 
sources of their livelihood into consideration ? 


Chief Minister : In part (b) of my answer I have said that we look 
to the financial condition and the sources of income of the family. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: Are there any cases in which the applicants 
had some other sources of their livelihood ? 


Chief Minister : I will make enquiries if notice is given to me. 


© Sardar Shiv Saran Singh: May I know whether detenus belonging 
to other parties such as Communist, Socialist, Akali and R. S. S. party are 
also included in the number of the detenus already referred to by the hon. 


Chief Minister in his reply ? 


Chief Minister : I have given the number of the detenus. 


Sardar Shiv Saran Singh : May I know if the same allowance already 
given to communist detenus would also be given to detenus belonging to 
other parties ? 


Chief Minister: It is given to all. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is the Government satisfied that depend- 
ents of these detenus who receive such allowances, have no other sources 
of livelihood ? 
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Chief Minister: J require notice for making enquiries. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Does the Government satisfy itself that 
when the detenus are in detention, their dependants can easily live on their 
income. Does the Government take into consideration the point as to how 
their dependants live ? | 


Chief Minister ; Before granting any allowances Goverment take into 
consideration the other sources of their income if any. 


Shri Virendra : Is it within the knowledge of the Government that the 
allowances granted to certain communist detenus are spent on party propa- 
ganda ? 


Chief Minister: This question relates to family allowances to detenus. 
However if the hon. member gives fresh notice, enquiries will be made. 


Shri Virendra : May I know whether the family allowance granted to 
ere in our State is more or less than the allowances given in the other 
tates : 


Chief Minister: Itis compartively more here than in other States. 


<  PanditShri Ram Sharma: May I know whether the family allowance 
granted at present to detenus in our State is more or less than the allowance 
granted in the United Puniab to the political prisoners ? 


Chief Minister : More allowance is granted to the detenus here in our 
State, 


Oe ee aaan 


HEALTH OF COMMUNIST DETENU. 


*1572. Sardar Bachan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be 
pleased to state :— 


(a) Whether S. Arjan Singh, a communist worker of village Mari 
Kamto Ki, Tehsil Patti, Distt. Amiitsar was arrested during the 
year 1948 under section 3 of the Punjab Public Safety Act and is 
still under detention ; 


(b) Whether S. Ram Singh “Ghalamala”’ of village Sultanwind, district 
Amritsar was also arrested and detained under the Punjab. Public 
Safety Act a few months ago and is still under detention ; | 


(c) whether S. Sohan Singh ‘Josh’ Ex-M.L.A. of village Chetanpura, 
Tehsil and District Amritsar was also arrested and thereafter 
detained under section 3 of the Punjab Public Safety Act > 


(d) whether S. Narayan Singh of village Wadala, District Jullundur 
was arrested and thereafter detained under the Punjab Public 
Safety Act ; 


(e) whetherS. Gurdip Singh of village Wadala, Tehsil and District. 
Amritsar was arrested and thereafter detained under the above Act ; 


(f) whether S. Sohan Singh s/o S. Kishen Singh of village Naurangabad, 
district Amritsar was arrested and thereafter detained under the 
Punjab Public Safety Act ; 


Aaa aaa, | 
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(g) if the answer to parts (a) to (f) above bein the affirmative the 
weight of each one of the m on first admission to jail ; 


(h) the weight of each one of them in the month of January, 1950? » 
The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava. | 


(a) Yes, 
(b) Yes. 7 
(c) Yes. É £ Zz l 


(d) There is no communist detenu named Narain Singh of Bundala. 
However there was one Narinjan Singh of Bundala, who was arrested 
on 1-4-48 and released on 31-3-49, 


(e) Yes. = ` 
(f) Yes. | m 
(g) & (h)...Name, Weight on first Weight on 
admission, 31-1-50 
1. Arjan Singh 128 ibs. on Refused to be weighed being 
28-5-48 on hunger-strike. 
2. Ram Singh 138 Ibs. on 143 Ibs, 
1-9-48, 
3. Sohan Singh 175 Ibs. on Refused to be weighed being ~ 
Josh 31-3-48 on hunger-strike. 
4, Not in deten- — = 
tion 
5. Gurdip Singh 155 tbs. on 189. ibs. 
. 20-5-48 
6. Sohan Singh s/o 128 Ibs. on 144 Ibs. 


Kishen Singh. admission. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: May I know whether the Communist detenus 
who had gone on hunger strike and had refused to give it up, are still 
continuing it ? 


Chief Minister : They are still on hunger strike. = 


Dr’ Sant Ram Seth: In view of the fact that the weight of the detenus 
is on the increase, may I know if Government has considered the necessity w 
of reducing their allowances ? 


vA Mr. Speaker : It is a suggestion. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: May I know if measures of weight by which the 
detenus are weighed are the same which were used before 1947 ? ` 


Chief Minister: The measures are the same. 
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SUMMONING OF SHREE NANAK CHAND NAZ 
BY THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER, JULLUNDUR. 


*1620. Shrimati Sita Devi: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state, whether it is a fact that Shri Nanak Chand Naz, Editor of the Daily 
Parbhat was summoned by the Deputy Commissioner in December, 1949 and was 
asked not to publish a letter alleged to have been written by Pandit Jawahar 
Lall, Premier cf India, to Dr. Gopi Chand the Chief Minister of the Punjab ? 


The hon Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: Shri Nanak Chand Naz was requested 
by the Deputy Commissioner, Jullundur, to contact him and he was simply told 
that if he published the letter he would do so at his own risk. 


Pandit ShriRam Sharma : May I knowif the D.C. asked him to con- 
tact him at the instance of the Government or at his own sweet will ? 


Chief Minister: I regret I cannot disclose any secrets. 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : May I know if the D.C. can call any 


person and ask him to do or undo a certain thing even in such cases when 
the offences arenot cognizable? 


Chief Minister: It is their duty to take any action they deem fit. 
It is also their duty to take legal action or even give a sort of warning. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Was any offence going to be committed ? 
Chief Minister : He knows it best who gave the warning. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know if the Government was in- 
formed lateron. Did the Government realize that the D.C. had taken the 
suitable step as there was the likelihood of some offence being committed ? 


Chief Minister: I cannot say that. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : May I know the action taken by the Govern- 
ment on the publication of that letter, despite the warning of the Deputy 
Commissioner ? l 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know if the Government took any 
action on the publication of the letter, which came about in spite of the 


warning given to the Editor about the possibility of its dangerous conse- 
quences ? 


Chief Minister: If any action had been taken the hon. Member would 
have known it. | 


Pandit ShriRam Sharma: Sir, how can we be automatically aware of 
every-thing that isdone by the Government ? 


Va Mr. Speaker I cannot compel the Government, 
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RECRUITMENT TO SERVICES IN THE LOCAL BODIES, 


*1866, Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon, Minister for 
Local Self Government and Labour be pleased to state :— 


the latest position in the matter of new recruitment of services in 
the local bodies in the Province ; 


whether itis a fact that no percentage to old local residents has 
been fixed upto this time for the purpose of the recruitment ; 


whether it is a fact that such percentage in local bodies is deemed 
to be the same as in the Government services so far as the 
proportion of the local residents and refugees is concerned } 


whether Government has received any representation from the 
local municipal servants of Rewari, District Gurgaon complaining 
that they have not been adequately represented in these services ; 
if so, with what result ? 


hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad: 


From the 26th November, 1949, vacancies which have occurred 
or may occur upto the 7th December, 1949, due to the migration, 
death or otherwise of Muslims are to be filled by refugees from West 
Punjab, preference being given to those who were employees of 
local authorities. Vacancies due to other causes are open but 
refugees are not debarred from being appointed to them: Pro- 
vided that vacancies caused by the migration, etc., of Muslims 
are to be counted as such even if they have been filled in during 
the interval. There is no restriction in filling up the vacancies 
occuring after 7th December, 1949. 


In view of the position given at (a) above there is now no need 
for fixing any percentage of old local residents for the purpose of 
recruitment ; 


No., 


the represantation received by Government from some local 
servants of the Municipal Committee Rewari is about their removal 
from service. Government are looking into the matter. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know whether the concession given 
to the refugees in the matter of appointments under the local bodies, have 
been stopped or are they continuing ? 


Minister : I have already stated the position that obtains at present, 
in my reply. The desire of the Government is that ‘preference should be 
given to displaced employees of local bodies.’ 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: What I want to know is whether there 
is any difference between the instructions now issued and those originally 
issued, in regard to this matter ? 


Minister: Reply has already been given. I hope, the hon, Member can 
understand it. 
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Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: In the original instructions, it was made 
essential that all vacancies should be filled by appointing refugees. What 
I want to know is, if this is still obligatory in all cases ? 


Minister: Formerly, the position was that all vacancies, whether caused 
due to the migration of Muslimsor in any other way, must be given to 
refugees. Now the position is this. All vacancies caused by evacuation of 
Muslims have necessarily to be given to refugees but all other vacancies 
will be open to all. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know if it has not been the result 
of the Government’s previous instructions, that the percentage of old local 
residents in services under the local bodies has fallen very low. 


Minister : No, we don’t think so. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Has the Hon. Minister formed this idea 
on the basis of some facts and figures, or is this just a conjecture ? 


Minister: Firstly, the Government has not received any such com- 
plaint. Secondly, from the facts and figures that are available, I can assure 
my friend, that more posts have been given to the local residents than what 
they ought to have and owing to the manoeuvrings of the local politicians, 
an injustice has been done to the refugees, who deserved better treatment 
at their hands. i 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : May I know what exactly the Hon. Minister 
means by ‘than what they ought to have’? Does this refer to some such 
principle as the reservation of posts on the basis of the ratio in the old and 
the new residents’ population ? 


Minister: What I meant by this phrase is this. All vacancies 
caused by the migration of Muslims and also those which had falen 
vacant otherwise upto a certain date, as specified in the Government’s 
instructions, ought to have been filled by appointing refugees. But owing 
to the manoeuvrings of the local people, of which Pandit ji must have some 
knowledge, all these posts were not given to the refugees, as desired by the 
Government. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know what steps did the Govern- 
ment take to make the manoeuvrings of-the local people ineffective in this 
matter. 


Minister: This was done in this manner. Appointments to posts 
carrying salary upto Rs. 150, were directed to be made subject to the 
approval of the Commissioners, and for those carrying higher salaries, 
sanction of the Government was made necessary. 


: 


DISMISSAL OF MUNICIPAL ACCOUNTANT BY GOVERNMENT 


*1369. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Minister for 
Local Self Government and Labour be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether itis a fact that Accountant Ram Niwas of Municipal 
Committee, Rewari (Gurgaon) has been dismissed directly by the 
Government ; if so, the allegations against him ; 
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(b) whether any charge sheet was framed, against him, and was he 
given an opportunity to defend himself ? 


The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad : 3 
(a) No. He has been suspended for the present pending an enquiry — 
against him. f i 
(b) Does not arise. , 
x 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know if this matter is is still with 
the Deputy Commissioner, or has it passed that stage and is the final decision | 
likely to be taken at an early date ? 


Minister : Investigation in this matter was ordered again on the ` 
complaint of the Hon. Member himself. As he hamserf knows, the case is 
with the Deputy Commissioner and it would be better, if Pandit ji does 
not ask any more questions. 


REPRESENTATION BY OVERSEERS IN IRRIGATION AND 
BUILDINGS AND ROADS BRANCHES. 


~*4370. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Chief Minister be 
pleased to state :— =" 


/ (a) whether the overseers in the Irrigation and Buildings and Roads 
Branches of the P.W.D; have represented recently their case to a 
the hon. Minister ; 


(b) the substance of their representation and the steps Government 
propose to take to meet their demand ? | 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava — 
(a) Yes. 


(b) the substance of the representation is as under :— 
(i) their scale of pay be revised ; 
(ii) 15-20 overseers should be brought on quasi permanent basis every 


year, till such time as vacancies in the permanent cadre of S.E.S. > 
occur ; , 


promotion to P.S.E. Class II. 


(iv) to enforce uniformity of procedure in respect ofall classes of 
Establishment, regarding fixing their seniority, - 


(v) as regards the Engineering Overseers Association Irrigation 
Branch, their representation is 


(a) that promotion of overseers to officiating Sub‘Divisional charge 
be made strictly in order of seniority except when a man has been 
debarred for inefficiency or similar othér reasons. 


As regards Engineering Overseers Association P.W.D. Buildings and 
Roads Branch, their representation is 
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(a) that temporary overseers, unless debarred, should become perma- 
nent automatically after 5 years’ continuous service. 


The matter is under the consideration of Government. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it nota fact that the case of overseer 
“has been under consideration for the last three or four years ? 


Chief Minister : It has come to our notice only now. 


rap 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it not a fact that the grade of pay o 
overseers is, as compared with other Government servants of the same statu 
. very unsatisfactory, both from the point of view of initial salary as well a 
the rate of annual increments ? 
Chief Minister; Sir, it is a question of opinion. 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it a fact that the overseers, havin 
5 been fed up with making representations have decided to wear black badge 
, by way of protest on the occasion of the visit of any Minister ? 
y Chief Minister : They will do as they have been tutored. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Should we then take it that they are als 
in the habit of observing directions given by someone other than th 
Government, and giving them precedence over the instructions of th 
Government ? 


Chief Minister : Though this should not happen, still there ar 
some ‘black sheep’ who possess this habit. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Isit a fact thatin 1947 when they we 

about to launch a strike, they were assured that their demands would 

4 referred to the Pay Commission ? Are those officers also, who gave t 
assurance, to be counted among black sheep. 


Chief Minister: The Pay Commission was constituted in 1946. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : When the persons of the same cadre ha 

been granted increments in other departments; may I know whether t 

| question of grant of increment to these overseers is being postponed d 
to financial stringency or on any other excuse ? 


Chief Minister: There is no question of excuse and my honoura 
friend may not treat it as such. 


Aen cet eee Cnc 


f NOMINATION TO THE AMRITSAR DISTRICT BOARD. 
*1429. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Lo 
a Self Government and Labour be pleased to state :— 


. (a) whether any members for the District Board at Amritsar w 

nominated by the Government during the 2nd half of 1949 
so, the list of the nominated members with their full home addre 
and the date or dates of the notification regarding t 
nominations ; 


(b) whether the Goverement makes any enquiries from the dist 
E authorities concerned about the conduct and character of 
persons to be nominated in the local bodies; if so, whether 

enquiry was made by the Government in this case ; 
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(S, Sajjan Singh] 


(c) whether the Government is aware of the fact that one of the 
nominated members was being tried in the court of a local 
Magistrate for certain alleged offences before his nomination and 

= whether the case under sections 4%8 I. P. C. is still pending 
against him in the court of Shri Gosain Anand Sarup. lst Class | 
Magistrate, Amritsar and the next date for hearing is the 20th 
January, 1950 ; 


(d) whether the Government is aware of the fact that another of 
the nominated members before his nomination was also involved 
in a case for an embezzlement of Rs. 12,000/- which was registered , 
against him at the Beas police station in the Amritsar district 
under section 406 I. P.C; 


(e) Whether the case under section 4061. P. C. referred to above in 
part (d) is still under investigation by the police ; ‘ 


(f) If the answers to parts (c) and (d) above are in the affirmative the 
-~ reasons for nominating these persons to the District Board ; 


(g) whether before nominations were made the Amritsar district 
authorities were asked to send their recommendations ; 


(h) whether they made any recommendations and if so, the names 
of the gentlemen recommended by them for nomination ? 2 


The Hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad : 


(a) Yes, the following three members were nominated vide Punjab 
Government notification No. 5984-LG49/69153, dated the 8th 
November, 1949. | 


(1) Giani Inder Singh of Village Lakhnwal, Tahsil Ajnala. ` 


(2) S. Gurdial Singh Advocate, Amritsar C/O Sher-i-Bharat, 
Amritsar. 


(3) S. Sant Singh, Ex-M. L. A. of Village Sultanwind, Tahsil, 


Amritsar. 
Pai 


(b) (i) Not as a rule. (ii) No, 
(d) Yes. 


(f) Government was not aware of these cases at the time of id 
nominations. 


(g) Yes. 


(h) It is regretted that the Government cannot 


i disclose the recommen: 
dations of the local officers. he recommen 


a E 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS (g)1t 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: [sit not a fact that out of the two persons 
who have been nominated as members of the District Board, Gurdaspur, 
one of them is a person whose name has been entered in Register No. 10 
and the other one was involved ina dacoity case and sentenced to seven 
: years’ rigorous imprisonment ? 


præ Chief Minister : I require notice to reply to this question. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra : Isit nota fact that one person who has been 


nominated asa member of the District Board, Gurdaspur, belongs to their 
» own party ? 


— Mr. Speaker: No insinuation please. Disallowed. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know if these nominations have been 
L made with the consultation of district authorities ? 


y- š Chief Minister : This question relates to Amritsar district. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know if the Government make 
enquiries about the conduct and character of the persons to be nominated ; 
if so, whether this formality was observed at the time of making nominations 
to the District Board, Rohtak ? 

Chief Minister: If any particular case is brought to the notice 
of the Government, the required information will be supplied to the honour- 
able member. Sir, the question whether in certain cases any inquiry was made, 

my reply is that we will make enquiry if notice is given. 


í Sardar Sajjan Singh : May I know if the Government would go on 
nominating persons in future without making such enquiry from the district 
authorities ? 

Minister: No nominations are likely to be made hereafter till the 
next general elections. The old cases which are pending may, however, 
be considered. 

Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha : May I know whether any nominations will 
be made, to fill the seats of Hindus and Sikhs that are lying vacant in 
Jullundur ? 

u~ Mr. Speaker : Disallowed. 

f Sardar Ishar Singh Mujhail: In view of part (b) of the question, is 
it a fact that no charges were proved against the persons whose cases were 

= registered by the police ? 

: | 

SMALL TOWN COMMITTEE, SUR SINGH. 
“1430. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Local Sel 
: Government and Labour be pleased to state :— 
= (a) whether the seats vacated by Muslim evacuees in the Small Tow 


Committee, Sur Singh, Tehsil Patti, District Amritsar have bee 
filled by nominations i 


(b) the names and full addresses of the persons nominated to fill upi 
these vacancies ; 


` 
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© whether the Government is aware of the fact that one of the 
nominated members was guilty of getting temporary allotments 


of lands at two villages namely at V. Cheecha and Sur Singh and ~ { 
when this fact was brought to the notice of the district authorities, l 
A. D. C., Amritsar after enquiry cancelled his allotment at V. —_ 


Sur Singh during the year. 
The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad : 


(a) Yes. 


(b) (1) S. Lal Singh a Teacher in the local Middle School. He isa 
displaced person from the West Punjab. 


a 


(2) S. Sartaj Singh, a displaced Lambardar from West Punjab, who 
has settled down at Sur Singh. omen 


(c) This fact has now come to the notice of Government. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: May I know if the Government made any 
enquiry when these complaints were received by the Government ? 


Minister : Inquiry is being made. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh : What will be the result of this enquiry ? 
Minister : I cannot say about the result unless enquiry is completed. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: When the Government is aware of the fact 
that one of the nominated persons............ 


Wa Mr. Speaker: It is a general question, this question relates to one 
particular Small Town Committee. 


Shri Pr.bodh Chandra : If after enquiry it is found that the person 
so nominated tried to deceive the Gov ernment ; will the Government take 
any action against him ? 


iy ‘Mr. Speaker: It isa hypothetical question. 


i n 


COLONIES FOR REFUGEES. 


| 
| *1431. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Public am 
Works be pleased to state :— 


~™ 


(a) the names of the places in the Province waere refugee colonies have ~ 
been built so far ; 


| 
(b) the total cost borne by the Government on each of these Colonies ; 
(c) the number of houses built in each of these Colonies ; 


(d) the sale price of each house fixed by the Government in each of 
| these colonies ; 7 


(e) the total number of houses sold to the refugees in each colony 
up till 31-1-50 ; 
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(f) the total number of the houses in each of these colonies which have 
not been disposed of upto 31-1-50 and the manner in which these 
houses are to be disposed of. | 


The hon. Captain Ranjit Singh : The answer to the question is placed on 
the table.+ 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : Will the prices of houses, particularly at Khanna, 
which could not be sold appreciate or depreciate ? 


Minister: They are appreciating. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Will the Government sell these houses at enhanced 
prices in future. 


Minister: Not to the refugees at any rate. 


pe Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Isit a fact that the houses could not be 
sold as they were badly built ? 


Minister: It is not so. 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Do the purchasers praise their houses ? 


Minister: Excepting those who have made up their minds not to praise 
others do. 


Shri Parbodh Chandra: Will the government continue to follow the old 
method of disposing of houses as was done in case of Rewari & Palwal or it 


= has any idea of revising it ? | 
Minister: There was nothing wrong with the disposal at Rewari, only 
demand for houses was less there. l 
Sardar Sajjan Singh ; Does the Government prepare no estimates before 
building these houses ? 
Minister: The houses are built on the basis of estimates which are 
invariably correct. 
Sardar Sajjan Singh : Then why so many houses remain unsold ? 
Minister; The hon, Member is wrong when he says that many houses 
` remain unsold, 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it not a fact that houses have not been 
on properly built at Rohtak. 
P Minister: It is not a fact. 
x Chaudhri Sunder Singh: Can Harijans also buy these houses ? 
Minister: Certainly if they have money on them. 
Shri Virendra: How much has the Government got from the sale of 
a these houses ? 
= . Minister : This question can be answered on notice. 
Shrimati Sita Devi: As only 340 out of 500 houses at Jullundur have 
been sold, may I know how are the remaining houses being used ? 
{Kept in the Library. | 
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Minister : At present officers of the Government are living in them but 
in April these houses will also be auctioned. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Are these houses being occupied by refugee 
officers or local men. 


Minister : Refugees as well as local officers are living in them. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: Will the hon. Minister please say 


whether officers living in these houses are payne? rent according to Government 
rules ? | 


Minister: Certainly. 


salaries as rent. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: What percentage is deducted from their 


Minister : The rent fixed for the houses is charged from them. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: What loss is likely to be incurred by 


government in investing rupees two crores and forty one lakhs in these 
houses ? 


Minister : There is no likelihood of a loss. 


CAPITAL AT CHANDIGARH. 


*1545. Shri Virendra : Will the hon. Minister for Public Works » 
pleased to state :— | 


(a) whether the decision of the Government to build the Capital of 
the State at Chandigarh still stands or has been changed ; 


(b) what steps, if any, have been taken by the Government to 
expedite the building of the New Capital ? 


The hon. Captian Ranjit Singh : 


(a) Yes, the decision of the Government to build the Capital of the 
State at Chandigarh stands. 


(b) To expedite the building of the New Capital, the Government 
have already had the site surveyed, collected materials required " 
in initial stages, called tenders for the supply of bricks for building 
staff quarters, godowns etc., started trial boring operations for 
water supply and entrusted the work of preparing the Master Plan 
to the reputed American firm of Messrs. Mayer and Whittlesey”. 


SANSKRIT DEGREES OF ACHARYA AND SHASTRI AND GRADES 
OF SANSKRIT TEACHERS 


*1367. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon, Minister for 
Eduction be pleased to state :—- 


(a) whether he is aware of the fact that in some Universities in India 
the Sanskrit degrees of Acharya and Shastri are considered as at 
par with the M. A. and B. A. degrees respectively ; 
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(b) whether he is also aware of the fact that Sanskrit Professors and 
Teachers are given the same grade asis given to those teaching 
other subjects ; 


(c) whether these matters mentioned in parts (a) and (b) above have 
so far come under the consideration of the Government ; if not, 
why not? 


The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh. 


(a) Yes. The question of recognition of Shastri degree of Kashi 
Vidyapitha, Benaras, as at par with thé B. A. degree is receiving 
the consideration of the East Punjab University. 


(b) The Sanskrit Lecturers and Professors in Government Colleges are 
already given the same grade as is given to those teaching other 
subjects. There is, however, no uniformity of salaries and grades of 
teachers in denominational colleges affiliated to the Punjab 
University. 


(c) (a) Yes. 


(b) The question of raising the grades and salaries and making 
them uniform in all the colleges is under consideration of 
Government. 


For the imformation of the hon. Member I may add that at the instance 
of the University a Committee has been set up by the Government to go 
into the question. Its report will be submitted in due course. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Does the Government realise that after 
attainment of independence there is necessity of encouraging Sanskrit ? 


\. Mr. Speaker: This is the view of the hon. Member. 
Minister : The Government will encourage Sanskrit. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Does the Government merely intend to 
encourage Sanskrit or has it done something in that direction ? 


Minister : The Government is considering the matter. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Doesit mean that the Government is still 
considering this-matter and has done nothing so far in this connection ? 


Minister: The Government has received some requests and these 
are receiving due attention. i 


Shirmati Sita Devi: Is it not a fact that in the Colleges, professors 
of Sanskrit are paid lower salaries than those paid to the professors 
of English ? i 


\- Mr. Speaker : That does not arise out of this question. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: May I know if persons holding the 
degrees of Acharya and Shastri are eligible for appointment as professors 
in the University ? | l 


Minister ; I require notice. 
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Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Now that the Government has decided 


to encourage Sanskrit education, may I know the number of affliated and 
other Sanskrit colleges in the state ? 


Minister: I can’t say if there is any Sanskrit College in the state 
but I can tell the hon. Member that it is taught ina large number 
of Colleges and the Government is taking steps for its encouragement. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is there any arrangement for the teaching 
of Sanskrit in Oriental College, as in the united Punjab ? 


Chief Minister: That College is run by the University. 


ER SRD EES REET 


CULTIVATION OF WASTELANDS IN REWARI 


*1868. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Minister for 
Development be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether he is aware of the fact that in 1872 one Lala Rampat Jain 
was given a very large plot of land in Rewari, District Gurgaon for 
Agricultural development by the Government free or at a 
nominal price ; 


(b) how much out of this land is lying waste now ; 


(c) the steps Government propose to take to bring this and other 
waste lands in Rewari under cultivation ? 


The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa : 


(a) Yes ; in 1853 L. Rampat Jain was given absolute biswadari rights 
on account of his being an efficient farmer and prompt payer of 
land revenue. 


(b) 1042 acres. 


(c) under the utilization of land Act passed recently, the Collector will 
take necessary action to put this land under plough if itis 
cultivable. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: If some land was given to this gentleman 
for agricultural development but it was found that most of it remained 
undeveloped, how far is the Government responsible in this connection ? 


V Mr. Speaker: That is a question of opinion. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: I was submitting, Sir, that the Government 
had stated that the land was given for development. Now it has been 
admitted that it was not developed. May I know, how far the Government 
regards itself responsible in this matter, and if not, why not ? 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is the Government prepared to give land 
for development to other persons also ? | 


ff Mr, Speaker ; Next question please. This isa hypothetical question, 


ee em no a, 
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CENTRES FOR SOCIAL EDUCATION AND REMOVAL OF ADULT 
ILLITERACY. 


*1467. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the hon. Minister for Education 2 
be pleased to state :— l 
a (a) whether Government has started any centres for Social Education 
and for the removal of adult illiteracy in the state ; if so, at what 
places and in what form ; 


(b) whether the Central Government placed certain funds at. the 
disposal of the Punjab Government for the year 1949-50, for Social 
Education on certain conditions ; if so, whether these conditions 
were fulfilled and the funds availed of ; 


: (c) the number of adults made literate through (i) official agency 
(ii) non-official agency in the state ? 


The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh : 


(a) A list of the places where Social Education Centres have been 
started is laid on the tablet. These centres are in the form of 
night schools, 


(b) A sum of Rs. 2 lacs has been received from the Government of 
India for the implementation of the scheme of Social Education 
on the general condition that the Provicial Governmgnt contributes 
in three years commencing from 1949-50, an amount equal to the 
subvention received from the Central Revenues. The expenditure is 
being incurred with the consent of the Provincial Government. 


(c) The new Social Education centres have been started too recently 
to achieve any results yet, but the old type of adult centres 
which are also part of the scheme now have made 1717 adults 
literate through official agency and 3286 through non-official 
agency. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: How much money has the Government spent so 
far, out of the funds received from the Government of India and those of its 
own ? 


Minister : The money has to -be spent in three years. 
Shri Dev Raj Sethi How much has been spent up till now ? 


= Minister : I am sorry, the day-to-day expenditure can not be dete - 
mined. 


a Shri Dev Raj Sethi: I wish to know the amount of money spent by 
the Government, so far, on such an important subject as this. 


Minister : I require notice. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: Can the hon. Minister tell me how 
» many M.L.As have benefitted from this scheme of adult education ? (laughter) 
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TAHSILDARS AND NAIB TAHSILDARS., 


_ *1472, Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the hon, Minister for Education 
be pleased to state the names and places of residence of persons who have 
been appointed Tehsildars and Naib Tehsildars with effect from the Ist of 
April, 1948 in the Punjab ? 


The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh: One ‘B’ Class Tahsildar Candidate, 
Bakhshi Harbans Lal belonging to Rawalpindi division has been accepted 
in this State. No Naib Tahsildar candidate has been appointed from and 
after the Ist April, 1948, 


TH REED aOR SEER 


NATIONALIZATION OF ROAD TRANSPORT. 


*1544. Shri Virendra: Will the hon. Minister for Education be 
pleased to state whether Government propose nationalization of the road 
transport industry in the state ? If so, when ? 


The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh: Please refer to reply to question 
No. +1493 and the statement made by the hon. Premier, 


met ce OO ces 


OMNIBUS SERVICE IN AMRITSAR AND JULLUNDUR DISTRICTS. 


*1570. Sardar Bachan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Educa- 
tion be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether Omnibus Service is being plied on routes in the rural 
areas in the Amritsar and Jullundur Districts respectively ; 


(b) if the answer to (a) above be in the affirmative, the income earned 
from each route during the month of January, 1950 ; 


(c) the total amount invested by the Government on the aforesaid 
service, in each of the districts mentioned above upto 31-1-50. 


(d) the date since when the service in each district is being run ; 


2 


(e) the average establishment charges including officers pay and 
workshops expenditure incurred by Government in each of these 
districts from 1-4-49 to 31-1-50 ; 


(f) the average income in each of the aforesaid districts from 1-4-49 
to 31-1-50 ; 


(g) the monthly salary and other allowances respectively of each of 
the General Managers and their senior Assistants in each of the 
above mentioned districts ; 


(h) the monthly salary and other allowances of each of the officers 
incharge of the workshops in each of the above-mentioned districts ; 

(i) the mechanical qualifications of each of the officers incharge of 
the workshops in each of these districts ? 

The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh : 

(a) Yes. 


+Vide Debates of 8-3-1950. 
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(b) JULLUNDUR OMNIBUS SERVICE. 
1. City Railway Station to Kartarpur Rs. 7,748/5/- 
2. Adda Nakodar and Lambra Rs. 5,789/6/- 
- 3. Adda Nakodar and King Sabu Rs. 470/15/- 
_ 4. City Railway Station to Adampur Rs. 2,375/9/- 
5. Distt. Courts and Kapurthala Rs. 8,456/8/- 
6. Jullundur and Amritsar Rs. 7,889/9/- 
ie 7. City Railway Station to Phagwara Rs. 1,328/10/- 
o> AMRITSAR OMNIBUS SERVICE. 
1. Hall Gate to Verka Rs. 3,718/11/- 
i 2. Hall Gate to Jandiala Rs. 7,533/14/- 
== 3. Railway Station to Raja Sansi Rs. 8,460/7/- 
4. Hall Gate to Border Rs. 7,566/2/- 
5. Hall Gate to Chhabhal — . Rs. 7,359/12/- 
6. Chatiwind to Taran Tarn | Rs.17,951/13/- 
7. Ram Bagh to Majitha Rs. 7,998/9/- 
8. Railway Station to Chheharta Town Rs. 7,573/3/- 
r | Jullundur Amritsar 
(c) Rs. 4, 65, 205/6/- Rs. 4, 57, 219/4/9- 
(d) 21-5-48, 14-12-48. 
(e) Total Rs, 1, 96, 339/1/- Total Rs. 2, 14, 392/2/: 
Monthly Average Rs. 19, 634/- Monthly average: a 
Rs. 21, 439/- 
(f) Total Rs. 7, 91, 821/11/6 Total: 9, 63, 272/- 
Monthly average Rs. 79, 182/- Monthly average: 
Rs 96, 327/- | 
(g) General Manager's Salary Rs. 625/ General Manager’s : Salary : 
. Rs. 650/- 
Allowances Rs .85/- Allowances : Rs 85/- 
_ E Works Manager’s Salary: Rs, 370/- Works Manager’s: Salary 
Allowances Rs. 90/- Rs. 370 Allowances Rs. 90/-. 
(h) Works Manager : salary Rs. 370/- Works Manager’s : Paay 
= . | Rs. 370/- , 
Allowances Rs. 90/- Allowances Rs. 90/- 
(i) Matric, Punjab, and Matric, Pb. and Diploma in 
certificate in Auto- Motor Engineering from F. M. 
= mobile Engineering C. Calcutta (first class) 
from Govt. Engi- | : 
neering School, 
Nagpur. __ eae ee 7 
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TARO ALIAS TARA DEVI. 


*1463. Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: Will the hon. Minister for Reha- 
bilitation be pleased to state :— 


(a) Whether it is a fact that a Hindu girl named Taro alias Tara Devi of 
- Basti Danishmandan, Jullundur, was taken away as a Muslim girl 
to the Camp in May 1949 and has not been returned so far ; 


(b) What action, if any, was taken on therepresentation made by the 


public to responsible officers of the Government, for the return of 
Tara Devi; 


(c) Whether the Suprintendent of Police, posted on this duty, was 
satisfied that Taro was a Hindu girl and reported to that effect to 
the authorities ; 


(d) Whether the attention of the Government was drawn to this matter 
by the Press ; 


(e) What action, if any, the Government proposes to take in this 
connection ; 


(f) The present whereabouts of the girl ? 


The hon. Dr. Lehna SinghSethi: (a) Enquiries made reveal that ` 


Mst : Taro Alias Tara Devi is a Muslim girl. 


(b) Exhaustive enquiries have already been made, leading up to the 
result as in part (a). 


(c) No. The Superintendent of Police of Recovery Staff is convinced 
that Mst : Taro is a Muslim girl. 


(d) The press has drawn the attention of Government to an incorrect 
version published by interested! persons. 


(e) In view of (a) above, no further action is necessary. 


(f) The girl is at present in the Kashmiri Women home in Amritsar. 


Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: Is it not a fact that evidence was produced 
and it was proved that she is a Hindu girl and was married to a Hindu ? Did 
not the Government officer admit that a mistake had been committed 
in bringing her to Camp ? ? 


Minister: The enquiry revealed that she is a Muslim girl. If the 


hon. Member is in possession of any new facts, he should bring those to 
the notice of the Governmerit. 


Shri Bhagat Ram Chodhag§: Did the hon. Minister think so even before 
he became a minister or has formed this opinion after joining the Cabinet ? 


Minis.er : Some people thought that she was a Hindu girl. Į enquired 
into the matter and came to the conclusion before becoming a Minister, that 
she was Mohammadan. Offical enquiry also revealed the same thing. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Who conducted the enquiry and where and 
when was it held ? 


Minister: I can’t say who made this enquiry but it was. conducted in 
mritsar and Jullundur. 
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Master Gurbanta Sin gh: Is the Government aware of the fact that 
this gir: was removed as a Muslim girl on account of party strife in Basti 
Danishmandan ? 


Minister : After enquiry it was established that she is a Muslim girl. 
She is stillin Amritsar and if the hon. Member has any doubt, he can go 
and enquire from her. 


Master Gurbanta Singh: Was the enquiry conducted at Basti 
Danishmandan or at Amritsar ? 


Minister: As I have submitted, thorough enquiry was made into the 
matter. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: What religion does the girl professi 
according to her own statement ? 
Minister: In the beginning the girl said that she was Hindu but 
afterwards in the course of enquiry she admitted that she was Muslim. 


Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: May I know if the hon. Minister is prepared 
to conduct further enquiries into this matter ? 


Minister: The girlis yet in Indian territory ; she is at Amritsar 1 
the Kashmiri Women Home. She willbe sent to Pakistan only if the hon 
Member satisfies himself after enquiring from the camp otherwise she wil 
be detained. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: May I know if anybody, may be Membe 
of Assembly, is allowed to conduct an enquiry of this nature in a camp ? 


Minister: If a gentleman is not satisfied, he is allowed to conving 
himself after an enquiry. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: Is the hon. Minister aware of the fact tha 


by the representatives of both the Dominions ? 


Minister: Yes, I know that such an agreement exists. But if the 
is doubt that a Hindu or sikh girl is being sent, I am prepared to go beyo 
the limits of the agreement. (cheers) 


ALLOTMENT OF CINEMA HOUSES LEFT BY MUSLIM EVACUEES. 


*1548 Shri Virendra : Will the hon. Minister for Rehabitation to pleas¢ 
to state :— 


(a) the number of Cinema Houses left in the Punjab by the Musl 
Evacuees ; 

(b) the number of such Cinema Houses that have been allotted 
refugees ; 

(c) the rent at which these Cinema houses have been allotted ? 

The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: (a) Six 


(b) Nocinema has been allotted to any displaced person so far. 
position with regard to each cinema is briefly as under :— 


(1) Two cinemas, both at Jullundur, are incomplete. 


(2) One cinema at Jullundur. (Chitra talkies) is under mortgd 
with possession with a local man. 


(3) Inthe case of fourth cinema (Hari Palace) at Jullundur, a Ci 
Court has decreed the claim of the local person but the Custodian is challer 
ing the order of the Court. The matter is under consideration. 
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[Minister for Rehabilitation]. 


(4) Fifth cinema (Empire Talkies) at Pathankot is being run by the 
non-Muslim co-sharer. | 


| (5) In the sixth cinema (Naulakha Talkies) at Ludhiana, a 1/6th 
_ Share is owned by a non-evacuee. Under orders originally of the District 
Judge and later of the High Court the cinema in question couldjnot be allotted. 
The High Court recently vacated its orders and itis hoped, in consultation 
with the owner of the one sixth share who has filed a suit for partition, to 
start the working of the cinema in two or three weeks time. 


(c) Does not arise. 


Shri Virendra : May I know if the Government has been approached 
by any persons who are willing to start the two incomplete cinemas at 
Jullundur, after completing them ? | 


Minister: Yes, a number of persons are willing to run them. But, 
under the Inter Dominion Agreement, sale or exchange of evacuee 
property can be made. Unless this question of evacuee property is 
settled, we do not want to put anybody to unnecessary trouble by giving him 
those cinemas. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: May I know if the Government is thinking 
of nationalising cinemas, in view of their being a source of great income ? 
: Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know if the Government is still 
| hopeful of arriving at any agreement with Pakistan on this issue of 
| evacuee property ? 
| \Mr. Speaker: Thisis a general question. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: May I know if the Government is prepared 
to dispose of Naulakha Cinema at Ludhiana in which 5/6th share is owned 
by evacuees ? 

Minister : Nothing has been decided so far.. If the sixth partner is 
prepared to purchase it, it will be handed over to him and if he is not 
willing to do so, the Government would lease it. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra; May I know if any tenders would be invited 
for leasing out of that cinema ? 


Minister: Yes, tenders will be invited. 


| Sbri Prabodh Chandra: May I know if in view of the fact that the 
foe has failed in all business undertakings so far, it is not prepared 


ito také up this cinema ? 


Mr. Speaker: This is a question of opinion and also a suggestion. 


(It being 2.55 P. M. of the clock, Mr. Speaker called Shrimats 
gnr. Parkash Kaur to put her short notice question) 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : Ona point of order, Sir. Previously we used 
mo have short notice questions after the first hour reserved for questions. 
May I know why a departure is being made today ? 


Mr. Speaker : The rules permit both ways. 


-. Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Won’tit be better if we utilise the whole 


of the first hour for ordinary questions and put the short notice questions 
fter that ? 


Ow. Speaker : Very well. 
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ALLOTMENT OF LAND IN SULTAN WIND AND NAUSFEEHRA 
NANGLE, 


*1578. Sardar Bachan Singh : Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilita- 
tion be pleased to state :— 7 


(a) whether the allotment of land under the quasi permanent scheme 
at villages Sultan Wind and Naushehra Nangle Tehsil and District Amritsar 
has been completed ; 


(b) whether it is a fact that the aforesaid villages have been declared 
Urban and Sub-urban areas respectively under the aforesaid scheme ; 


(c) whether itis a fact that the evacuee land in these villages have 
been allotted to the owners of Urban and Sub-urban areas in Pakistan ; if 
so, the list of persons to whom lands in these villages have beén allotted 
with the following particulars: 


(1) The area owned by each one of them in Pakistan towns ; 
(2) The area allotted to each of them in these villages ; 


(d) whether the allotees mentioned in part (c) (2) above have been fitted 
in their area of allocation ; | 


(e) whether any of the allottees mentioned in part (c) (2) above be- 
longed to non-urban and non suburban areas in Pakistan, if so, the 
reasons for allotting him in these villages ; 


(f) the total area allotted to local colonists in these villages separately ; 


(g) the names of those allottees and the area allotted to each one of 
them who are neither local colonists nor temporary allottees, within the 
area of their allocation nor persons mentioned in part c (ii) above and 
the reasons for allotment to them in those villages ? | 


The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: 
(a) Yes, 


(b) part of village Sultan Wind ns urban and the remaining area is 
Snb-urban, whereas village Naushehra Nangle is neither urban nor Sub- 
urban. | : 

(c) allotment of urban lands has not so far been made. Lists giving 
the information asked for are placed on the table.* 


(d) Yes. 


(e) Yes. In two cases sitting allottees were allowed to continue 
after being subjected to the additional valuation. One of them held land in 
common with evacuees. 


(f) allotment has been made to only local colonists. Area in Naushehra 


_ Nangle 68—84} Standard acres, — 


Sultan Wind. 301—32 Standard acres. 


(g) no area has been allotted to any person other than local Colonists 
or sitting allottees. 


M eect etre ent mY Settee reine snares, 


*Kept in the Library. 
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RETAIL DEALERS LICENCE, 


| *1872, Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the ton. Minister for 
' Development be pleased to state :— 


| (a) whether it is a fact that the retail dealers licence of Messrs 

Prithi Raj Mool Chand of Rohtak was suspended for 3 months . 
and that a security of Rs. 500/- was demanded from the firm; if so, 

the reasons therefor ; 


(b) the number of other cloth dealers of Rohtak who were punished 
together with the nature of offences committed by them ? 


The hon, Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa : o R 
(a) Yes. The firm was suspected of having blackmarketted cloth > 
along with certain other retail dealers and had contravened the an 
provisions of the East Punjab Cotton Cloth Dealers Licensing 
Order, 1948. 7 


(b) Nine. All these licencees were also suspected of having black- 
marketted the cloth and had contravened the provisions of the — 
said Order, by issuing cash memos in bogus names and under 
forged signatures. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is the hon. Minister aware that Messrs 
Prithi Raj Mool Chand were punished on the basis of allegation of having 
issued bogus receipts for the sale of cloth to a certain person? May I know 
if the person in whose name the receipt was issued gave any statement? 
Moreover is it not a fact that the whole matter was brought to the notice 
of the Civil Supplies Officer in the presence of a member of the Assembly ? 


Minister: Thank you for the information. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it nota fact that, in spite of the high- 
_ handedness of the: Civil Supplies Department in this case and in spite of 
| the fact that higher authorities were also informed, nothing has been done 
| to undo the wrong ? 


: Minister: It was found after a departmental enquiry that the persons 
| had committed an offence and that is why they were punished. 
l 


in aR a 


| 
| 
i 


i 
i 
' 
| 


| SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
(| PROPOSED SCHEME OF THE IMPROVEMENT TRUST AMRITSAR. 


*1896. Shrimati Dr. Parkash Kaur: Will the hon. Minister for 
| Local Self Government and Labour be pleased to state :— 


F (a) whether the Government is aware of the fact that great anxiety ü 

P prevails amongst the owners of property which is likely to be 

affected by the proposed scheme of the Improvement Trust pa 
Amritsar ; 

(b) whether any petition has been submitted to the Government by 

the owners of property round about Katra Jaimal Singh and x 
Chauk Farid, Amritsar, to stop the Improvement Trust, Amritsar 

from proceeding with their scheme which affects this property ; if 

so, what steps, the Government has taken in this connection ? 


The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad: (a) Yes; 


(b) Yes ;a copy of the petition has been forwarded to the Chairman, 
Amritsar Improvement Trust for giving due consideration to the 
objections raised by the owners of a 


——- A 
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ALLOTMENT OF LAND IN VILLAGE CHAUDAL. 


*1943. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Minister for 
Rehabilitation be pleased to state :— 


(a) Whether it is a fact that the lands of some 24 Muslim owners 
= of village Chaudal, tehsil Jhajjar, district Rohtak, whose 
fathers and predecessors were killed in the village during 
the communal disturbances of 1947, have been deprived of 
their lands, and these lands have been allotted to refugees ; 


(b) Whetherit is also a fact that their repeated requests and 
representations to the authorities concerned were not entertained? 


The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi : 


$ (a) Yes. 
(b) No. Applications were duly considered and rejected. 
b Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: I can give the names of those persons, if 


you like. Injustice has been done to them. 


Minister: For the information of the House I can say that as a question 
of policy a date was fixed for the census of the displaced persons. On that 
date these persons might have been absent. At that time they might have 
been either in Pakistan or in any other state outside Punjab. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I inform the hon. Minister that 
these’persons never left their village even for a moment ? 


Minister: I assure the House that an enquiry will be made and if 
these facts are found correct the persons mentioned here will get land. 


UNCULTIVATED EVACUEE LAND IN HISSAR DISTRICT. 


*1946 Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabili- 
tation be pleased to state :— 


(a) the number of acres of evacuee land which have remained un- 
cultivated in Hissar District during the years 1947, 1948 and 1949 ; 


(b) whether the Government is aware of the fact that thousands of 
acres of evacuee land have remained un-cultivated in the Hissar 
District ; 


(c) whether it isa fact that Government issued clear instructions to 
all Deputy Commissioners to the effect that all available cultivable 
< evacuee land must be brought under cultivation ; if so, the reasons 
why these instructions of the Government were not carried out in 
the Hissar District ? 


The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi : 

(a) and (b) The exact figures are not available and it is considered 
à that the time and labour involved in collecting this information 
will not be commensurate with any possible benefit to be 

obtained. 
(c) Yes. The reasons for non-cultivation of the area that remained 
: uncultivated are the non-availability of irrigation facilities to 
which the temporary allottees are accustomed and failure of 

timely rains. | 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know why these instructions of 
the Government were not carried out. If such is the state of affairs in 
respect of those illaqas from which three Ministers are sitting on Government 
benches what might be the condition of other illaqas ? 
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Minister: Instructions were issued. But duet a number of reasons 
beyond control some land, of course could not be brought under cultivation. 
But now after permanent allotment we will make arrangements to see that 
all cultivable land is brought under cultivation. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION, = 


| Shri Prabodh Chandra: Sir, I rise on a point of personal explanation. 
| Yesterday the hon. the Chief Minister while winding up the general discussion =i 
of the Budget said that I had compared Mr. Sharma with Rasputan. It is i 
not a fact. What I said was that it was being felt by the people that just 


as Rasputan was a de facto ruler of Russia during the days of the Czar so is 
Mr. Sharma here these days. 


Mr. Speaker : You said certain things about a certain person and 


l 
P you are repeating the same now. Whatis the point of personal explanation, 
| Iask. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Sir I never compared Mr: Sharma with 
|  Rasputan what I said was that as Rasputan was the de facto. ruler in Russia 
| $0 1s Mr. Sharma these days in the Punjab. I did not say that Mr. Sharma 


i Mr. Speaker: Next item please. 


| RESOLUTIONS. 


| (ELECTION OF ANTI-CORRUPTION OFFICER ) 


| Sardar Shiv Saran Singh. (Kangra and Northern Hoshiarpur, 
| Sikh, Rural): Sir, I rise on a point of order. My submission is that the 
| resolution which stands j in the name of Mehta Ranbir Singh is not in order. 
It contravenes the provisions of the Constitution of India. In this connection 
| I refer you to Section 315 of the Constitution wherein it is provided that the 
| Governor shall appoint a Public Service Commission for the appointment 
| of services inthe State. By this resolution my friend Mr. Mehta proposes, 
| that an officer may be elected on the basis of adult franchise. My contention 
is that the services of a State are tobe appointed by the Public Services 
Commission which in its turn is to be appointed by the Governor. So far 
as the elections are concerned under the Constitution there is provision ` 
only for elections to the legislature. After the elections the Governor has 
, to appoint his Chief Minister and the other Ministers are to be appointed 
| by the Governor on the advice, of the Chief Minister. So itis clear that = 
| there is no provision for the election of such an officer either on the executive 
#  sideor the legislative side. Therefore, the resolutfon given notice of by 
my hon. Friend Mehta Ranbir Singh contravenes the provisions of the 
Constitution which are mandatory. 


: Mehta Ranbir Singh : With regard to the objections raised against 
i the resolution by my hon. Friend, Sardar Shiv Saran Singh, my submission 
is that in a way he is challenging the Ruling of the Chair because......... 


PI Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member should move the resolution. I over- 
rule the objection raised by Sardar Shiv Saran Singh. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh (Ludhiana and Ferozepur, General Rural) (Hindi) 
Sir I beg to move :— 
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This Assembly recommends to the Governmeut tO take steps at an 
early datefor the election of an Anti-Corruption officer in the 
State on the basis of adult franchise with powers to orgainise a suitable 
machinery for anti ccrruption drive, to suspend and recommened to 
the Government departmental action or dimissal of anyGovernment 
employee found by him to be guilty of corruption. 


Sir, I moved two resolutions in this House on two previous occasions 
also. The House is aware that both of them were unanimously passed 
without any amendments. 


Sardar Swaran Singh : You were then the member of this party. 
An kon. Member: Now he isa deserter. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : Sir, I hope that the honourable Members will 
think over the present resolution in right earnestness. They will also try to 
feel their responsibilities as members of this august House. They should 
try to go deep into the truth of what I am going to say. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Sir, is it not a dis-respect to the House........, 


~ Mr. Speaker: Order Order. I won’t permit the hon. Member to make 
any remarks which are derogatory. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Sir, you have given vour ruling without 
hearing me. I only wanted to submit that an important resolution is under 
discussion. Isit not dis-respect to the House that the hon. Minister-in- 
charge is absent from the House ? 


Mr Speaker: I see two hon. Ministers in their seats. 
Shri Prabodh Chandra: They are non-entities. a 
Hon, Members: Withdraw, Withdraw. 


v Mr. Speaker: The words used by the hon. Member are objectionable. 
He should withdraw these remarks. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Sir, I withdraw. 


V 


Mebta Ranbir Singh: Sir, I was going to submit as to why it became 
necessary for me to bring forward this resolution, what its significance is, why 
this august House should accept and then afterwards give it a practical 
shape by enacting a law, on the subject. Sir, it is common knowledge that 
we may provide fool proof schemes to the Government but unless and 
until the Government make their administration corruption proof, our State 
cannot make any headway in the domain of administrative efficiency. I 
rather feel that no progress is possible in any sphere of Governmental 
activity, if corruption is rampant in the administration. I am sure 
hon. Members are fuly aware of the extent to which corruption is 
prevalent in their constituencies. They can realise how this evil has entered 
into the very flesh and blood of the administration. I think corruption has 
ever been on the increase after partition of the country in August, 1947. 
You will perhaps remember, Sir, that when we first met in the Vicregal 
Lodge, I pointed in one of my speeches that corruption should be considered 
as public enemy No. 1. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish : On a point of order, Sir. The hon. 
‘Member is making a mis-statement. There was no Viceregal Lodge after August, 
1947, It was Governor General’s Lodge. (Laughter) 
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Mehta Ranbir Singh : Sir, I was submitting that corruption 
should be considered as public enemy No. 1, 


Minister For Public Works: Ona point of information, Sir. Since 
when has the hon. member begun to think in that way? (Laughter) 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Well, Sir, then I appealed to the Govern- 
ment that after the attainment of Independence, if we wanted to see our. 
small province flourish, we would have to make every endeavour to extirpate 
the evil of corruption root and branch, from the administration. But I am 
constrained to remark that this appeal fell flat on the ears of the Government 
and when I look to the state of affairs obtaining in the State, lam compelled 
to say‘ Doctor heal thyself’. 


Dr. Sant Ram Seth: You better heal yourself. 
Mehta Ranbir Singh : If you come to my laboratory, I will 


“heal you. 


Mr. Speaker: May I ask the hon. Members not to interrupt him ? If 
™ they continue to do so, he will be getting more time to-speak because they 
would be feeding him with their enter EDECns to which he would be tempted 
to reply. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Sir, [ submit that if the Government had 
made any effort to eradicate the evil of corruption, then perhaps the necessity 
of moving this resolution might not have arisen. But may I ask every hon. 
Member of this House to say with all sincerity whether the condition of the 
State was not such as to cause anxiety. If they refer to the speeches made 
by them during this session, they could recollect what their feelings were on 
the subject. 


che 


v Mr Speaker : ; Previous proceedings of the session cannot be referred to. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Hon. Members know full well, that corrup- 
tionhas permeated into every walk of life in the State. The administration 
has become so rotten that the confidence of the public in the Government 
has been shaken. I have no mind to ascribe responsibility of corruption to 
any particular officer or the hon. Minister. But when the position asa 
whole is reviewed, one’s confidence in the ability of the Government to root 
out this evil is rudely shaken. Now-a-days the state of affairs is such that 
it is well nigh impossible for a person to get justice if he has no money in his 
pocket, or if he cannot secure a sifarish. As a matter of fact justice has become 
very expensive. In this connection I may point out that only a fewdays ago in 
a meeting of the Amritsar } Municipality, it was hotly but seriously discussed to 
fix up fees for every item of work which the public could get done on payment 
being compelled to offer illegal gratification to the employees, It is common 
without knowledge that now a days it is almost impossible to get work, how- 
ever legitimate, out of the employees without first greasing their palms, You 
will see, Sir, to what dangerous extent corruption has increased in the State. 
So my submission is that owing to their pusillanimity, the Government have 
signally failed’ to curb this evil during the last 24 years. The demon of 
corruption has been getting ever strong. I feel that with a view to overcome 
this evil and to bring about a radical change in the outlook of the administra- 
tion, Government will have to take radical measures. And the 1esolution 
which I have sponsored suggests such a measure. I am of the opinion that 
we should treat corruption asanational enemy. I would request the hon. 
Members not to make it a party question but view this problem from the larger 


interests of the State. They should not demur in the eradication of the evi] 
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of corruption even if they feel that any of their relations will come to trouble 
asa result of this drive. They should rather think in this way that if 
corruption was allowed to continue unabated, then our hard won independence 
would be reduced to a mockery, and all beneficent schemes of the Govern- 
ment would remain as. paper schemes as it would not be possible to 
translate them into actiondue to the prevalence of corruption. Thus 
the progress of our State would be thwarted for all time to come. In 
this connection I would like to saya few things more. Sometime ago the 
Government appointed anti- corruption staff in connection with the 
Quasi Permanent Allotment of lands. Only a few days back a report on 
the working of that Anti-corruption Department was handed over to us. 
Then Interpellations regarding the work of the anticorruption staff were also 
made to elicit information about its activities. One of the hon. Ministers 
stated that the anti-corruption staff had brought about 44 cases of corrup- 
tion to the notice of the Government. But I am constrained to say that 
the Government incurred a huge expenditnre on the establishment of this 
department but when after prolonged investigation it reported a number 
of cases to Government for action, the latter did not pay proper heed to the 
matter. Not a single case was registered for prosecution, Now what 
inference would the people draw from this inaction of the Government ? 
Naturally they would think that Government has no mind to proceed 
against the corrupt persons. If the Government had dealt with these cases 
with a strong hand, inflicting thereby severe punishment on the guilty 
people, then this would have enhanced its reputation in the eyes of the 
public. The public at large would have begun to entertain hopes that after 
all Government had shaken off their lethargy in the matter of curbing corrup- 
tion. If you just peruse the report, you will find that action has mostly 
been recommended against smaller fry for instance, patwaris, quanungoes 
etc. and if higher officers have been reported against, then the Government 
have shielded them by ordering departmental enquiries. May I ask what 
good is to accrue to Government for spending a large amount of money on 
anti-curupption staff, if they have only to ignore the recommendations of 
this department and take no action on them ? Then I have no desire to 
enter into personalities but I cannot help saying that the Government have 
not been serious towards the eradication of the evil of corruption They 
should give their serious thought to this matter and put an end to this evil. 


Then, Sir, a matter came before the House for discussion and it was with 
regard to the killing of the monkies harmful animals. We found that the 
hon. Minister in charge discriminated between the monkies, of Ambala district 
and those of Simla, particularly those roaming about his bungalow and 
sitting aroundhim. (Laughter). While the former were ordered to be put to 
death, the latter were to be let off and enjoy life. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: But now those monkies have come to the 
Hotel where the hon. Member is putting up. (Laughter). 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: The hon. Minister came to the Grand Hotel 
day before yesterday and he knows better. I have no intention to make any 
allegations againt any hon. Minister. When the hon. Ministers discriminate 
among monkies, how can you expect them not to discriminate among 
Goverment employees ? However I would like to quote the reply given by 
the hon. Chief Minister in reply to a certain questionr egarding the action the 
Government proposed to take against those M.L.As who resorted to unfair 
means for harasing the Government servants. His reply is as follows :— 
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(Mehta Ranbir Singh] 


Against whom are we to take action? They are part and parcelof the 
mach nery of the Government. Action is called for against those who 
instead of remaining with it, have thought it preferable to leave it. 


After all what good can we expect froma Government which is not 
prepared to take any action against a person who has committed theft or 
dacoity but is instead out to take action against people ees to an 
opponent’s party ? 


Sardar Swaran Singh: Is it nota case of guilty conscience blaming 
others ? 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : Permits to indulge in corruption may have been 
issued by the Government just in the same manner. But sofar as I am con- 
cerned, I do not know anything about it as I never applied for any permit. If 
the Government adopts such policy, then I am sure it will not be able to root 
out corruption in our State. I am of the opinion that if a person who is 
guilty of corruption is not punished by the Government simply because he 
is related to some hon. Minister in some way or the other or he himself 
happens to be a Member of the party in power, then this practice would 
result in encouraging corruption rather than checking it ; Iam of the opinion 
that there should be no discrimination whatsoever while dealing with the 
cases in connection with corruption. It is really no use to hope that 
the Government in general and the hon. Ministers in particular will make 
all out efforts to root. out corruption when they themselves are not inclined 
to take action against those influential persons who have resorted to corrup- 
tion and bribery and who have been promised ail possible help to defend 
them and save them and whoin return have also predeee their support 
to them. 


There is no doubt about it that there is no law under which we can ask 
the Government to hold elections. In fact it is the bounden duty of the 
Government to hold elections in connection with the appointment of Anti- 
corruption Officer. It is also its duty to bring in legislation and pass it into 
law. My hon. Friends know it full well that a resolution in connection with 
the consolidation of holdings was unanimously passed in the House and it 
became then the duty of the Government to bring in this very resolution in 
the form of a Bül in the House. It has been decided by the Government to 
introduce the Punjab Prevention of Black-Marketting Bill during this session 
and I do not find any reason why Government should hesitate to bring in a 
legislative measure in connection with anti-corruption. If it is not possible 
to do so during this session, it can be done during the next session. Govern- 
men should not hesitate to bring in such a legislative measure if it really 
intends to liquidate corruption in the State: If the Punjab Prevention of 
Black-Marketting Bill is going to be introduced in the House shortly, may I 
know the reason why an Anti-corruption Bill should not be brought i1 during 
the next session after adopting the Resolution now before the House. It 
will not be out of place to mention here that the Resolution now before the 
House is based upon two fundamental principles. Those of my hon. Friends 
who believe the general public as their masters should not fear at all by this 
Resolution. They should bear in mind that corruption is one of our national 
enemies. If and when this resolution would be placed before the House in 
the form of a Bill, at that time my hon. Friends would get an opportunity 
to discuss all the pros and cons of the matter. 


It is said that the election of an Anti-corruption officer would involve 
heavy expenditure. I donot want that the election should be. held immedi- 
ately. If itis really the intention of the Government to hold election, 
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then this can be done at the time of holding the general elections which 
are also going to be held on the basis of adult franchise, when the choice 
of the Anti-Corruption Officer would be printed on a separate ballot paper. 


M“. Speaker: By the words, “At an early date”? the hon. Member 
means ‘‘at the time of elections”. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Sir we cannot expect anything prompt from the’ 
present Government which has not so far taken any step in connection with 
the Consolidation of Holdings about which a resolution was passed unani- 
mously here in this House. If it is the intention of the Government to 
eliminate corruption, then an Anti-corruption Bill can be brought in during 
the next session. Here I cannot do without saying that our Government 
should learna lesson from the happenings in China and Japan where no 
attention was paid to root out corruption, which was the order of the day 
over there. If we do not rise to the occasion and make all out efforts to 
wipe out corruption, I am sure we cannot make any progress in any direction. 
Poor people are suffering untold hardships on account of corruption prevailing 
at present in every nook and corner of our State. While the authorities 
are fiddling, poor people are being oppressed for no fault on their part. If 
adequate steps are not taken in time, I am sure the present policy of the 
Government will have very bad repurcussions in due course. 


Now the question arises as to what should be the qualifications of the 
Anti-Corruption Officer. Certain restrictions shall have to be imposed upon 
the candidates who wish to fight elections. The person thus elected should 
not be a leader of any party nor should he have any concern with any political 
party. As I have already stated that corruption should be considered to be 
a national enemy, the candidates should not belong to any party. It will 
not be out of place to mention here that such Anti.Corruption Officers are to 
be found in many other countries, and there also we find certain restrictions 
being imposed upon the candidates. The minimum qualification of a candi- 
date should be this that he must have worked as a Session Judge or a Judge 
of the High Court or a Law Graduate of at least 10 years standing. 


Sir, in my opinion, this Government should not have any objection to 
this resolution being adopted by the House. On the other hand it should be 
passed unanimously and a Bill based on it should be brought before the House 
as early as possible. If the evil of- corruption is rooted out of this province, 
it will be all to the advantage of the Ministers, who have to face scathing 
criticism and sometimes abuses and curses owing to its prevalence. Any 
opposition by them will strengthen the charge of those who say according 
to a punjabi saying. ,orfus è was fea ua niet È sar fas 2 maa faa 
arr aigra We want to lighten their burden of responsibilities. The task of 
eradication of this evil may safely be entrusted to a responsible and popularly 
elected person, who enjoys the fullest confidence of the people, so that the 
Ministers may be able to devote their whole attention to constructive work. 
The machinery that will be set up by the Anti-Corruption Officer, as proposed 
in my resolution, will not be a sort of parallel Government. Though it will 
function independently, it will send its findings to the Government, recom- 
mending the action that it would like to be taken in a particular case of 
corruption. It may not be vested with powers to take action against the 
corrupt officials independently of the Government. But surely there is no 
reason why there should be any objection to giving: the popularly-elected 
officer powers to form his own machinery consisting of dependable and honest 
persons. After all people are the source and fountain-head of all power, and 
if any persons deriving their strength and support from the people are asked 
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to organize the anti-corruption machinery, why should they be looked at 
with suspicious eyes ? I would compare a Ministry to a pool of water, which 
remains fresh and full owing to its continual contact with the perennial 
fountain—the source of all power and strength. I mean the ‘Demos’ who is 
the real ruler of the country. But when the pool as the present one loses 
contact with the fountain, stagnation and ultimately drought is bound to 
come. If the Government will not keep contact with the masses and take 
steps to ensure their confidence in it, it will meet the fate of the pool in China 
to which I have just referred. 


Sir, I once again ask the basic question, If the Government is really 
eainest about the eradication of corruption and atthe same time wants to 
have the fullest support and confidence of the people in the solution of this 
problem, why does it fight shy of accepting my proposal ? I would urge it to 
assure the House that just as it is bringing, Prevention of Blackmarket 
Bill before the House, it will also bring an anti-corruption bill incorporating 
all the constructive suggestions that will be made to-day by the Hon. Members 
of this House, whom I would request not to view this matter from a narrow 
angle of vision. It isnot a matter for party politics. It is a problem of 
national import. Our country, our nation cannot become strong, so long as 
this canker of corruption continues eating into the vitals of our body- 
politic. Those who put obstacles in the way of the solution of this problem, 
will be doing a great disservice to the country. With these words, I resume 
my seat, though of course I would like to reply to the criticism that might 
be levelled at my proposal, towards the end. 


Mr. Speaker: Resolution moved— 


This Assembly recommends to the Government to take steps at an early date for the 
election of an Anti-Corruption Officer in the State on the basis of adult franchise 
with powers to srganise a suitable machinery for anti-corrupticn drive, to 
suspend and recommend to the Government departmental action or dismissal of 
any Government employee found by him to be guilty of corruption. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma (Southern Towns, General, Urban,) (Hindi) : 
Sif, at first I had a mind to take this resolution seriously and had accordingly 
given notice of an amendment also. But now I think there is no need of 
moving the amendment in question. I am not in favour of the resolution, as 


it stands. I oppose it because of its peculiar wording which has made it an 
impracticable resolution. 


Y 


Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member can speak for 15 minutes only. 
(A voice: If you move your amedment, you will get more time). -m 
y y 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Sir, then do you want me to move my amend- 
ment in order to get more time to speak ? No, I think you can give mea < 
little more time, even otherwise. Sir, I oppose this resolution because I am 
of the view that the proposal of the election of an Officer for t Skling the 
evil of corruption is impracticable. It is true that the method of electing 
judges and other officers was tried for sometime in America, but it is also Í 
true that in actual working this. system was not found satisfactory and 
had to be given up. When in this country, even by elections, we have 
often failed to achieve the desired results, how can we lay any great store 
by this method for purposes of the appointment of an anti-corruption officer ? 
In my opinion, the game will not be worth the candle. It will enteil 
unnecessary expenditure and botheration. 
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So far as the spirit of the resolution is concerned, so far as the question 
of making a special effort to deal with the corruption prevalent in this State 
is concerned, so far as the taking of effective measures to checkmate this 
evil is concerned, I don’t think any hon. Member of this House can dis 
agree with my hon. friend the mover (Cheers). Sir, I would with all the 
force at my command urge the Government to take very strong and effective 
measures to root out this evil of corruption which has since long been eating 
into the vitals of our body-politic like a canker, making it hollow from within. 
Unless strenuous effort is made to remove this malady, it will destroy our 
body politic before long, and the freedom that we have achieved after tre- 
mendous suffering and sacrifice, will be lost to us again. Sir, in no case can 
we tolerate the prevalence of this evil in our State, in our country, in our 
Government or in any of our organizations. (Cheers). Sir, our neighbouring 
country, China, had to undergo a revolution, chiefly because of the failure of 
the Nationalist Government to checkmate corruption and blackmarket. In 
fact both the terms apply to the same evil. ‘Blackmarket’ refers to the 
‘bribe’ taken by the traders and ‘corruption’ is applied to the ‘illegal gratifi- 
cation’ taken by the public servants. Any Government which allows this 
evil to prevail in its regime, does so at its own risk. This is the lesson of 
history. It is keeping this thing in view, that we so insistently draw the 
attention of our Government to the urgent necessity of putting an end to it. 
If the Government thinks that by celebrating anti-corruption weeks, by 
issuing posters and notices in its condemnation, by constituting an Anti- 
Corruption Committee, and now by establishing an anti-corruption agency 
with its ramifications spreading to all districts, it will succeed in eradicating 
this evil from this State, I would submit, Sir, that it is labouring under a 
great delusion, and the sooner it faces the stern facts, the better it would be 
for all concerned. In the Governor’s address, there was an attempt to create 
the impression that corruption has been brought under control to a very 
large extent. The hon. Chief Minister also tried to create this impression 
in his speech, yesterday. Sir, my submission is that this impression is abso- 
lutely incorrect. 


Chaudhri Lehri Singh : Why is the usual ‘josh’ lacking in you to-day ? 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: I think that too much of josh which is 
often displayed by my hon. Friend Chaudhri Lehri Singh in his speech is 
sometimes devoid of ‘ho-h’ Iam therefore, trying to maintain both ‘josh* 
and ‘hosh’. I would, therefore, through you, Sir, request the Government 
to take necessary steps to root out corruption from the Government depart- 
ments. This matter cannot brook any delay. It is obvious that the present 
methods adopted by the Government have proved unsuccessful and it is idle 
to expect that these methods would prove effective in eradicating this evil 
from the administration. It isa matter of common knowledge that during 
the Unionist regime corrupiton was rampant in every department of the 
Government. But I regret to say that this is on the increase now. It is most 
unfortunate that this evil of corruption which was deep rooted in the admi- 
nistration during pre-independence days should continue even now. With 
all the shortcomings in the British regime, it cannot be denied that at least in 
a few cases of corruption the Government, did not falter to take strong 
action against even a few highly placed officers. Even in the Unionist 
Government regime though there was clash between rural and urban interests, 
yet some corrupt officers could not escape punishment. But I am pained to 
see that our administrative organization is also riddled with corruption. In 
the year 1948, the Government published figures regarding complaints of 
corruption received by the Government but we have not been able to know what 
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action Ahe Government took against the corrupt officers. I wonder why you 
are Woking towards the clock. | 


Mr. Speaker: It is only to see whether the time limit of 15 minutes 
has not expired. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Sir, you should not impose this time limit 
unless it is warranted by Rules. 


va Mr. Speaker: I refer the honourable Member to the relevant rule. 
It runs :— x 


No speeches on a resolution except with the permission of the Speaker will exceed 
A 15 minutes in duration. 

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : I suppose even in the face of this rule you will 
not allow me more than 15 minutes. I was submitting, Sir, that the figures 
so published do not make it clear if any effective steps have been taken by 
the Government to suppress corruption. I also feel sorely disappointed on ~ 
reading the Budget speech of the hon. Chief Minister while presenting the 
Budget for the year 1950-51. I am a stout opponent of Pakistan for its 
sins of commission and ommission and wholly approve of an idea of going 

“to war against that country on account of our deteriorating relations with 
that country, if all other peaceful methods fail. But with all this, I must admire 
that Government for taking stringent measures to deal effectively with corrupt 
elements even in highest quarters. It did not spare even two of her Prime 
Ministers and high officials. But what we find here is that a few unscrupulous 
and dishonest persons from the lower ranks, such as Patwaris, Girdawars and 
foot-constables have been punished in connection with the anti-corruption drive 
launched in our State and no hand has been laid on the highly placed officers. 
May I ask if this attitude exhibits any sense of responsibility or the 
spirit of implementing the official policy to root out corruption from 
the various Government departments ? Is this the high level of administration 
which the Government can take pride of? Is this the Swaraj that has 
been transformed into Ram Raj? I am of the view that unless the 
Government adopts stern attitude and takes serious notice of allegations of 
corruption made against any officer howsoever highly placed he may be 
without any fear or favour, it will be very difficult to root out corruption and, 
bribery from our State. It is only due to the half-hearted measures that the 
corruption is still flourishing in our departments. and unless our Government 
follows in the wake of Pakistan Government in this respect, it cannot make 
its administration pure and honest. But our Government instead of laun- 
ching prosecution against the highly placed officers has been able to dismiss 
one Patwari, one Darogha, one Qanungo and one Overseer from service. 
According to the Anti-corruption Committee report one Patwari was awarded = 
one year’s rigorous imprisonment while one Constable, one Lambardar and one 

assistant Sub-Inspector of Police were sentenced to 18 months’ rigorous im- 

prisonment and a fine of Rs. 1,000 each. + 


The cases of two I. C. S. officers against whom serious allegations had 
been made are still pending. They instead of being tried in open court as 
in Pakistan have been placed under I. A. S. officers for enquiry. Four officers . 
of P. C. S. cadre who had been accused of various kinds of corruption were 
promoted to I. A. S. with the support of an officer. Further our Govern- a 
ment in its Anti-corruption Committee report states :— 
“During the year under review instructions have been issued that where the conduct 
of any officer is under enquiry, his promotion and confirmation, if any, should be 
withhelu vr the efficiency bar not lifted until the competent authority has con- 
sidered the report of the Enquiry Officer”. 
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If such half-hearted measures are adopted to clean up the administration 
of corrupt officials, I think the Government will never be successful in its 
campaign of suppressing corruption from the State. The Government should, 
therefore, devote serious thought on this subject and take strong action 
against the unscrupulous and dishonest officials and see that nobody shields 
or saves them. Merely to take action against Patwaris and other low-paid 
Government servants would not improve matters. 


Sir five P. C. S. Officers were involved in corruption cases and two I.C.S. 
men were appointed to try them. I am reliably informed that one such 
Inquiry Officer and one Additional Sessions Judge bargained with each other 
that one should acquit the other’s men and the other would reciprocate. This 
is something shameful and mars the reputation of the congress and the 
Government. Therefore I feel that though the wording of the resolution 
under consideration is very defective its spirit is very much called 
for and there is hardly an hon. Member in this House who would be opposed 
to it. I am strongly of the opinion that an agency to deal with the corrupt 
officials should be set up without any delay. I donot favour the idea of the 
corruption complaints being dealt with by the Heads of Departments. May 
be they reprimand the culprits privately but they do not do anything 
effective. The work of the Anti-corruption committee has been unsatisfactory 
for this very reason that it used to refer cases to the departments for taking 
action. If an inquiry is to be made by the Department a lower officer say a 
Sub-Inspector will not dare to report against his superior. Inthese circumstances 
I honestly feel that we may disregard the words of the resolution moved 
by my hon. Friend Mehta Ranbir Singh but we should grasp its spirit 
and take immediate steps toend corruption. If we fail in this task I have 
no doubt that this Government will not be able to keep itself in the saddle, 
nor would the hon. Speaker be found in his chair. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: May I puta question through you, Sir, to 
the hon. Member? The hon. Member was the chairman of a non-official 
Anti-corruption committee. Does he still continue to be the chairman of 
that committee or has he been removed—of course, with honours. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: I don’t know anything about ‘it myself. 
I think practically my term ended with the exit Of the last ministry. Two 
of the members of that sub-committee have been taken as Ministers and the 
chairman alone can’t function. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: (Jullunder west, Sikh, Rural (Punjabi): Sir, I 
have. stood up to oppose the resolution which has been moved by my hon. 
Friend Mehta Ranbir Singh and shall not utilize the time at my disposal for 
having a fling at the Government. In my opinion no action is possible on 
this resolution in any shape or form, The Punjab State has a population of 
about one and half crores of people and to elect an officer here on the basis 
of adult franchise appears to be an impossible task. Even if somebody has 
a mind to root out corruption by the method suggested he will not be able 
to do so and the Hindustani proverb will aptly apply. 


SS HS 33 das oa Seal 
a a) aa 8a ear a war nR t 


If my hon. Friend had a genuine desire to remove corruption he should 
have placed a practicable proposal before the House. But he appears to 
shirk the responsibility of suggesting a practical solution as he is in the 
apposition. 
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Sardar Bachan Singh: At any rate the plan of the hon. Member has 
been accepted. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: All will be right with my plan and the hon. 
Member need not bother about it. Coming to the question of electing an 
officer on adult franchise basis, Iam tosay that the Government may not 
be able even to get the electoral rolls prepared in about a year and a half. 
The work connected with such election must be colossal and will require 
time. It is said that the general elections will be held. sometime towards 
the beginning of the next year but keeping in view the circumstances that 
appear to develop I am apprehensive whether we shall be able to hold them. 
Mehta Sahib appears to be forgetful of the difficulties involved -and insists 
that an officer must be elected on the basis of adult franchise. Let us for 
a moment see as to what useful purpose will be served by electing this 
officer. The resolution asks for ‘‘the election of an Anti-corruption officer in 
the State on the basis of adult franchise with powers to organise a suitable 
machinery for anti-corruption drive to suspend and recommend to the 
Government departmental action or dismissal of any Government employee 
found by him to be guilty of corruption.” I say should we undertake all this 
bother of adult franchise to have an officer who hasn’t even powers to 
punish the culprits himself and is bound to recommend only departmental 
action or dismissal to Government? TI would tell my hon. Friend that there 
is no necessity of electing an officer. He should not forget that he as also 
other members of this august House are the elected representatives of the 


-people and have sét up a Government under the leadership of the Hon. 


Chief Minister. Till the next general elections are held we should have faith 
in him and suggest hima plan for the anti-corruption drive which he may 
put through to-morrow morning. There is absolutely no sense in sitting 
idle and giving imaginery schemes. What I have suggested is absolutely 
correct so far as law is concerned. It is correct from procedural as well as 
from substantive law point of view. What is required is only a strong will 
to accomplish our task. If we have that we can succeed in no time as the 
required machinery is already in our hands and there is no necessity of 
having recourse to an election on adult franchise basis. 


It is the duty ofeach oneof us to completely banish corruption 
from the State. There is need of intensive propaganda in the public and it is the 
duty of the Government also that there should be no delay in dealing with cases 
of corruption. The past experience shows that in several cases where corrupt 
officials were suspended or Departmenal enquiry was conducted or cases 
were instituted in the Courts, the witnesses were won over and the action 
started by the Government could not succeed. It will be admitted that 
unfortunately many people do not possess sucha strong character that they 
would not resile from the statements made by them earlier. While the 
necessity of acting promptly is admitted on all sides, the Government 
should not act in such haste that some innocent persons might come to harm, 
In this connection I wish to pay atribute to the special Enquiry Agency 
which has been doing this work in the Punjab in the face of numerous 
difficulties. They enquired into a large number of cases and did commendable 
work. If there is any defect in their work, it can be remedied. This 
task cannot be tackled by a machinery set upon the basis «of election. Only 
a permanent body, having no connection with elected persons can do this 
work efficiently and honestly and remove corruption from official, as well 
as non-official circles. I am sorry that I cannot support even the spirit of 
the resolution becaus2 the method proposed in it is quite impracticable. 
There can be no difference of opinion about the fact that corruption is a 
great evil but only permanent staff can deal with it. The special Enquiry 
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Agency should be asked to work more promptly and the Tribunal which 
has to decide the cases can be asked to decide these without delay. Ifa 
person is kept under suspension for a long period, he might have to be paid 
š a huge sum as his salary for that period. Moreover, this isa recognised 
dictum of Law that justice delayed is justice denied.. Steps should be taken 
EEN to expedite the working of the special Enquiry, Agency. They might be 
given summary powers and the trying anthority can be empowered to dismiss 
as well as punish a person, against whom the charge is established. In my 
opinion we can end corruption in this manner only. 


Shri Kedar Nath Saigal: (Amritsar, General, Rural). (Hindustani) : 
Mr. Speaker, I wish that the resolution which has been moved by my 
? Friend Mehta Ranbir Singh had been sponsored by some member of the 
Congress Party. As my Friend Sardar Swaran Singh was pleased to remark, 
the method which has been suggested in the resolution for removing corrup- 
— tion from the state is quite impracticable. 


i Mr. Speaker : Corruption is prevailing in the administration but the 

question is as to how that is to be checked. Is it to be checked by the present 

system or by the method proposed in the resolution ? It is the question of 

machinery only. I draw the attention of the Members that they must be 
t relevant to the proposal made in the resolution. 


Shri Kedar Nath Saigal : Corruption has been rampant in this country 
since the advent of British Rule. It has been common feature in the country 
that if a person got a job carrying a salary of Rs. 200 or Rs. 250 per mensem 
but no additional fnoney could be earned through it, the job was not considered 
satisfactory. People wondered how sucha person could make both ends 
meet. On the other hand if a person gota jobat Rs. 50 per mensem and 
could earn an equal sum by other means, it was considered an attractive job. 
| Corruption has been regarded a normal feature in this country. Since the 
present Government came into existence, there has been general complaint 
in the State that corruption had increased much more. 


: A few days back an hon. Minister came and stayed with me. At the 
same time another highly educated person, who is an M. A., was also staying 
: with me. He did not know that the other gentleman was a Minister. When it 
| was enquired from him what he thought about the Government and what 
3 was the view of the public, he complained of the existence of corruption 
i to an unimaginable extent. An hon. Minister once told me, that he had come to 
know that Patwaris, Tehsildars and other officers had received huge sums 
— of money as illegal gratification at the time of making allotment of land. 
It is being said on every side that corruption is rampant. I can relate 
here another instance. I met a retired Principal at Ludhiana; he had 
a been the Principal of a College at Jullundur. He told me that a certain 
person had applied for a loan and the officer concerned had taken a big sum 
from him besides other gifts. An hon. Minister admitted to me that a 
number of loans had been taken by clerks in the names of widows. Under 
these circumestances, it is necessary that strong measures should be taken 
ne for ending this wide spread corruption in services. I know we already have 
an Anti-Corruption Act. But that is not a sufficiently strong measure for 
effectively punishing the corrupt officials. For instance, I know of a person 
of Lahore who indulged in black market. Although at times he was fined 
Rs. 10 thousands to Rs. 20 thousands, yet he would not stop that malpractice. 
The reason was that he could earn lakhs in black market by paying a few 
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thousands as fine. The hon. Chief Minister very well knows the name of that 
person. Considering the present situation I am reminded of a couplet. 


ae fasai QF Qsdmi Jazi @sfewr 33', 
°. e — mm F 

wd fasai ag at agmi A aden 33 | 
an feaat adi saat daai saftar ger, 


ait frarat gw a gaai aT star ay SET | 


What I want to submit, Sir, is this that there isno dearth of efficient 
and honest officers. Even my hon. Friend Pandit Shri Ram Sharma pointed 
out that 90 percent of the officials were corrupt. Even then there are 
10 percent of them who are honest. If appointments are made out of 
honest people, I am sure corruption cannot continue in its present form. 
In the days of the British rule, an officer as high as Lord Hastings, the 
Viceroy, was impeached for having accepted gifts from Begums of Oudh. 
But in spite of the fact that corruption now is the order of the day, nothing 
is being done to end it. Iam of the opirion that the Government ought 
to have brought forth a legislative measure for this purpose, even before 
this resolution had been moved. Corruption is eating into the vitals 
cf our State and is bringing bad name to the Government itself. Such things 
might be existing even in other States ; butits existence in Punjab is 
all the more deplorable on account of the distress and misery of the people 
here. Time and again, this thing has been pointed out to the Government ; 
but so far no strong measure has been taken. The progress of the State is 
possible only when corruption is banished. But for the discipline of the 
party, I would have supported this resolution of Mehta Ranbir Singh. 
I would, however, urge upon the Government to bring forth a 
legislative measure before the House, for ending this evil of corruption. 
Such a step would enhance the reputation of the State. 


Chief Minister (The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava) (Hindi): Sir, 
it is my ill luck that wherever I rise to clarify the position of the Govern.- 
ment, it is said that I should speak at the end and if I speak at the end of 
the debate, it is said that I should be given less time because other hon, 
Members require more time. I think there can be no two opinions on this 
point that corruption which is there, should be ended and for this purpose 
strongest measures should be taken at the earliest. It has been said that in 
the days of the British rule or the Unionist party, corruption was not so 
rampant as today. I don’t know whether the situation in this respect is worse 
or better today, because we did not get much information about these 
matters in the days of the Unionist party. Whenever we sent any complaint 
to the Government in those days, it tried to hush up the matter. I 
remember, our friend Sardar Sajjan Singh took us toa village called Patlooi 
Khurd where police had committed excesses and had got bribe from 
the people. We held an enquiry and wrote a report, a resume of which was 
also published in newspapers. It was also sent to Sir Sikander Hayat Khan. 
We raised this question in the Assembly ; but Sir Sikander Hayat held out a 
threat to us for making such on-the-spot enquiries. At that time I told him 
that we would continue to do so and that we were prepared for any 
consequences. 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal: I want to say that Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan 
or the Unionist party is not on trial now. It is you who are on trial. 
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Chief Minister: I am glad that my learned Friend, thinking that I 
was accusing Sir Sikander Hayat Khan, has tried to defend him. But he 
has misunderstood me. I wanted to say that the hon. Members did not get 
as much information during those days, asis now available to them. As 
such it is not possible to compare the situation regarding corruption in 
the two regimes. It is not correct to enter into such comparisons. 
Sir, it may be less or more. But it isthe duty of each one of us, as 
of the Government itself to take steps for removing corruption and bribery. 
One thing I cannot understand. An hon. Member has given the 
example of a shopkeeper of Lahore who was punished for black marketing. 
I must draw the attention of the House to the fact that this is the example 
of black marketing and not of corruption. A man who did black marketing 
was caught. He was fined or imprisoned. But corruption is quite different 
from black marketing. As far as black marketing is concened recently there 
has been some legislation in various States of India in order to check it. 
A Bill with the same object in view is going to be brought before this House 
during this session. As regards corruption the matter is quite different. 
There are laws dealing with corruption. Persons found guilty are punished in 
accordance with the provisions of these laws. Anybody found guilty of 
getting a bribe is dealt with according to law. But in most of the cases 
it is not possible to catch him in the act of corruption and bribery. If on 
a mere complaint we file a suit against the man concerend and then we fail 
to prove it in the Court, it will be mere waste of time and money. Moreover 
the man charged of corruption will get a certificate from the court, which 
will mean that we won’t be able to take even any departmental action against 
him. The only way to bring the corrupt official to book is to catch him 
red-handed. Somehow or other the man suspected is tempted to take bribe. 
If he does so he is caught red-handed and a case is instituted againist him. 
We have very often resorted to this method. I may point out that where 
we are unable to catch the culprit red-handed we can take departmental 
action against him because in courts of law sometimes it becomes difficult 
to prove the charges. Then there are rules and a certain procedure which 
have tøbe followed in such cases. We can not make any departures from 
them’ For instance, the Nagpur High Court has held in a certain case that 
Government cannot even suspend an officer without first obtaining his 
explanation. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: Then, is the Government prepared to revise the 
orders in cases where persons have been suspended without first calling for 
their explanations ? 


Chief Minister: We shall have todo it, if we have to follow the 
decision of the High Court. : 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Sir, the honourable Chief Minister has 
stated that such is the decision of a High Court. There are so many 
other decisions of the High Court. Is the Government prepared to revise 
its rules in accordance with these decisions ? 


Chief Minister: I wish to point out that ourrules are not different ; 
even the central Government has such rules. According to these rules the 
state Government has fought so many casesin the High Court. If our High 
Court makes any decision we must follow it ; we can, change our rules and 
procedures in the light of such decisions. We are always prepared to make 
any amendment in these fules provided it is desireable to do so. But I 
would like to draw the attention of the honourable Members to the nature of 
the complaints that we receive and to the manner in which they are sent to 
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us. In some cases the complaints that we receive are anonymous. Sometimes 
even wrong names are given. There aresome complaints (though they are 
few), in which a good deal of Government money and time is spent 
| onenquiry. But in the end the matter turns out to be quite false ; for 
| example, in some cases complaints of corruption and bribery are lodged. 
Enquiry is carried out. Butin the meantime a letter is received informing 
the Government that the complaint was made only because there was some 
enmity between the parties. Now they have come to be on good terms ; so 
it may be treated as cancelled. Such is the nature of some of the complaints 
that we have received from some responsible persons in Punjab requesting 
| us to hold inquiries. But the complaints were, in fact, unfounded. In some 
cases the complainant, himself being in fault, would put in a complaint in 
| order to save his own skin. On our part we take care to see that all complaints 
are inquired into. We send even such anonymous complaints to the Special 
Enquiry Agency to find out whether they contain any iota of truth or not. 
The officer in charge of this agency is known for his honesty and sincerity. 
With him there are those officers who were asked to take a pledge at the 
| time of their appointment that they would work with honesty. They promise 
_ todo their duties without fear or favour and to report with a full sense of 
: responsibilty. Iam glad and I wish to make it clear to this House that all 
' of these officers have discharged their duties faithfully and honestly. But 
! itisa matter of regret that even these officers are not spared by some of 
the hon. Members in their criticism of the amounts of T. A. that are 
_ given to them. The office of the Special Inquiry Agency has been removed 
to Jullundur so that their work might be facilitated. The officers come 
here for submitting their reports in the meetings. They tell us the amount 
of work that has been done and the amount that remains to be done. My 
esteemed Friend Sardar Partap Singh has been the President of the 
Anti-Corruption Committee. He knows full well that the achievements of 
the Committee are quite appreciable I need not mention them here but 
he can bear meout that the complaints received are thoroughly enquired 
into by the Committee and important decisions are arrived at. Later 
I took charge of the office of the presidentship of this Committee. 
After some time Shri Bhim Sen Sachar succeeded me. The Secretary of this 
Committee is our Deputy Legal Remembrancer, a senior officer of the 
Provincial Civil Service. He has been holding the office of the District and 
Sessions Judge prior tohis taking over the present job. He receives all the 
complaints regarding corruption and passes them on tothe Special Enquiry 
Agency for investigation but afew of the complaints are also handed over 
to some other staff of the Intelligence Department. Then we do not remain 
content with investigation only. We call upon the complainant and offer 
him an opportunity to give his statement and adduce proof in support of 
his allegations, against that particular officer about whom he had sent the 
complaint. Apart from this, on receipt of a report the Committee calls 
upon the officer concerned to submit his explanation. If there is a prima 
facie case, the officer concerned is suspended forthwith and after framing a 
charge sheet against him, the case is thoroughly enquired into. At first 
his statement is recorded and then the case is entrusted to an officer of the 
Enquiry Staff. When the final report is submitted it is accepted in toto. 
Besides, if on receipt of a complaint of corruption against a certain officer, 
the Anti-Corruption Committee asks that department, to which the officer 
belongs, to suspend him forthwith, the department cannot raise its voice 
against it and has to carry out the orders. Hon. Members have been 
provided with a copy of the working of the Anti-Corruption Committee. H 


| they peruse the report, they would find that the work of the Committee has 
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so much increased that some times considerable delay is caused in the 
submission of a report of a certain case. The reason is that even anonymous 
complaints are also investigated in the hope that the same might possibly 
contain some truth. Then there is another side of the picture. When a 
case is proved against an officer, pressure is brought to bear upon the 
Government from certain quarters to save him from the consequences. If 
the officer involved is a displaced person, then people approach the Govern- 
ment with the request that pardon be granted to him as dismissal would 
result in starvation to his family. Then those persons who are in a position to 
supply necessary information for the completion of the investigation, refuse to 
help the authorities. They begin to feel sympathetic towards the culprit and 
avoid giving any evidence that may go against him. Hon. Members can well 
realise the difficulties of the investigating officer in the face of lack of 
co-operation on the part of the public, who in the heat of sentiment ignore 
the fact that a corrupt person is a menace to the society as well as to the 
State and he should be brought to book. He should be given such an 
exemplary punishment that giving and taking of bribe should be discouraged. 
But the people would not co-operate. So it is for want of this co-operation 
which is denied by the public to the Government, that undue delay is caused 
in the completion of the investigation.. Then there are officers who are 
really corrupt but the ends of justice cannot be met because necessary 
evidence is not forthcoming and even if an officer is put under departmental 
enquiry, the case fizzles out for want of any positive proof. As you are 
aware, Sir, even ina departmental enquiry action cannot be taken against 
an officer unless definite evidence is available. In such cases even circum- 
stantial evidence would prove of no avail in the absence of some documentary 


‘proof. Then, Sir, very sweeping generalisations based on wrong presumtions 


have been made to the effect that there is 90 percent corruption rampant 
in the administration, and on this assumption a resolution has been moved 
by my hon. Friend. This sweeping generalisation is entirely unfounded 


and is not borne out by facts. If it had been the case he would have 


cited specific instances to substantiate his point. 


Now, Sir, I cannot accept the resolution as it stands. Tf some suitable 
amendment is made in it, then I might see my way to acceptit. In 
its present form it appears to be absolutely meaningless. The resolution 
states that “an anti-corruption officer in the State is to be elected on the 
basis of adult franchise’’. Now if we look at the voters list, we find that 
they are about 60 lakhs in number and they have to elect one officer. The © 
question arises how to arrange. the election in view of such a huge number 
of voters. 


Sardar Partap Singh : With your permission, I may point out that 
there is nothing in the resolution to show as to what the qualifications of 
that officer would be for whom the voters have to cast their votes. 


Chief Minister: I quite see that point. The resolution is quite 
silent about this fact. It is not clear whothat gentleman would be ; what 
would be his qualifications; how and in what manner he would organise 
his department and whether he is fully conversant with the job. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: Probably the mover wants to contest the 
election for obtaining this job. (Laughter). 


Chief Minister: Then there is another difficulty. Before that 
election takes place, we will have to explain to the 60 lakhs of voters that 
the candidate is in possession of such and such qualification or whether he 
is honest or otherwise or whether the gentleman who wants to contest the 
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election, does so not for any ulterior motive and that his integrity is 
unquestionable. Itis obvious how difficult, rather impossible task it is to 

arrange for the election of one man, by 60 lakhs of voters. Then ballot 

papers are to be distributed amongst the electorate and this will involve an P 
expenditure amounting to lakhs of rupees. As you are aware, Sir, every 

member of the Legislative Assembly is to be elected by 75000 voters but 

here 60 lakhs of voters will have to elect an anti-corruption officer. If we 

| arrange one polling centre for 600 voters, it would require 10 thousand polling 

| centers all over the State for the election of one man. Thenif four men 

| were to be appointed to control one polling centre, then it means that i 
| services of 40 thousand men would be required to accomplish this task. 

' Ithink this isan impracticable proposition and the House should not 
countenance it. 


—S=== 


The resolution further states that the officer so elected is to be armed 
| “with powers to organise a suitable machinery for anti-corruption drive”. 
1 The wording of the resolution indicates that the mover himself is not clear — 
about the exact machinery that would be required for the eradication of 

corruption. Asa matter of fact, unless the electorate are told that the 
| candidate is duly qualified to combat the evil of corruption and possesses 
| ability to organise anti-corruption drive successfully, 60 lakhs of voters 
| would feel difident to vote for him. The mover has not suggested how he 
hopes to bring about the election of this officer. Besides the system of 
this election being defective, there is yet another shortcoming in it. 
The House cannot suggest anything to the gentleman so elected, as to | 
how he should proceed with his job. The whole proposal made in the 
fesolution is an impossibility. 


Sardar Swaran Singh : The hon. Chief Minister need not labour 
hard and wax eloquent onthe resolution. The mover is no longer serious 
about it. (Laughter) 


Chief Minister ; The resolution further on says that he should have 
powers to “suspend and recommend to the Government for departmental 
action or dismissal of any Government employee found by him guilty of 
corruption”. In other words the mover of the resolution does not repose 
confidence in the ability of a person who possesses highly representative 
character, to be competent enough to punish a corrupt official. It is possible 
that the mover hasno intention to invest penal powers in that officer. 
He says that the officer will simply recommend to the Government and not 
pass orders himself for departmental action, suspension or dismissal of a 
corrupt employee. The anti-corruption officer cannot stop the increment 
or even record adverse remarks in the file of a corrupt official. In view 
of this it looks preposterous to spend lakhs of rupees on the election of one = 
officer, who will have very limited powers. Besides this is a proposition 
which is thoroughly impracticable. I think if the hon, Mover had given his 
carfeul thought to his proposal, he would have at once realised the futility ` 

| ofit and refrained from moving it. I don’t think even his party is serious 
about this resolution. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: Please don’t give them the status ofa party. 
They are individuals only. 


i Chief Minister: I have already stated that I am prepared to place 
before the House the rules cf enquiry which have been framed in this con- 
nection. Before incorporating these rules of enquiry, I am prepared to take 
the decision of the House and then enforce them accordingly. I also wish to 
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bring this point home to my hon. Friends that I shall always welcome their 
suggestions for eradicating corruption in our State. Under the circumstances, 
I donot support the resolution, now before the House and I would, like 
to request my hon. Friends to reject it by an overwhelming majority. 


(At this stage Sardar Sajjan Singh rose to speak) 


The Kon. Captain Ranjit Singh: Sir, the mover of the resolution is the 
only member of his party, and he has had his say. There is no other memher 
in his party; the question may, therefore, be now put. | 

7 


7 
Y Mr. Speaker: I find that from the Opposition side only one member 
has so far spoken. I think that opportunity should be given to at least 
one more hon. Member to put his point of view. 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal: Ona point of Order Sir, There is a convention 
that the Speaker comes to the rescue of the minority so that the majority 
may nøt misuse their power by proposing a closure motion. 


A Mr. Speaker: That is why I have asked Sardar Sajjan Singh to 
speak. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh (Patti, Sikh, Rural) (Punjabi): Sir, the Reso- 
lution moved by my hon. Friend Shri Ranbir Singh Mehta is of vital import- 
ance as through it, it is intended to root out corruption which is rampant 
in the services. It goes without saying that the existence of corruption 
means the negation of the rule of law. Iam ofthe opinion that each and 
every honest person has after taking the stock of the situation arrived at 
the conclusion that corruption in our State is the order of the day. Under 
the cricumstances it is but meet and proper on the part of the Government 
to devise ways and means to put an end to this evil with a view to giving 
entire satisfaction to the general public. The hon. Chief Minister has stated 
that no mention has been made in the resolution about the qualifications of 
the proposed Anti-corruption Officer. I would like to bring this point home 
to him that at the time of election we will make the voters understand 
that the officer to be elected should be an honest and impartial person. We 
will also impress upon them to cast their votes in favour of a really deser- 
ving candidate who would work in a spirit of self-sacrifice and self-denial. As 
I have already stated and there can be no two opinions on the matter, 
the very existence of corruption in the servicesis the negation of the rule 
of law. I am of the opinion that such an officer should be elected, as does 
possess eyes like the angel of Justice. 


/ Mr. Speaker: I would not like to have instances. 


v 


Sardar Swaran Singh : They are not at all relevant. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : On a point of Order, Sir. For electing an 
Antf-corruption Officer it has got to be proved to what extent corruption 
is prevalent in the State. 

2 

Mr. Speaker : The question is not of corruption or election as such. 
The intention of the resolution is that the existing rule should be changed 
and an Anti-corruption Officer be chosen by election. 
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| Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : And when there is no corruption prevalent 
in the State ? 


| Mr. Speaker: That is admitted by the side of the hon. Member. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: Sir, I wanted to point out as to why it has 
been felt necessary to take such an extra-ordinary step. Here I cannot do 
without quoting a few lines from the answer to a question asked by my hon. 
Friend Pandit Shri Ram Sharma on the floor of this House. 


| 
| 
| Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is there any Law under which such rules can be 
| violated ? 


oo Chief Minister : Such steps are taken when any emergency arises. 


| Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Isit a fact that people are violating the Law? If so, 
7 whether Government also feel the necessity to do the same? 


Chief Minister : Yes.” 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: Under the circumstances when such be 
. the character of the Government, what good can we expect from 
them. I am of the opinion that the disease of corruption has 
| spread so much that the existing rules and laws cannot be. instrumental 
' in eradicating it. As a matter of fact the existing rules and 
| laws for wiping out corruption in the State will not serve any useful purpose. 
Hence extra-ordinary measures have got to be taken to combat this extra- 
ordinary disease. We should, therefore, devise ways and means to choose 
by election such an officer who would really do some substantial work in 
this direction. After all what objection is there in the appointment of the 
proposed officer? At present the administration of our State is such that 
the Government does not pay any attention to the applications sent by the 
people against those officers who resort to corruption. So far as I am con- 
cerned, I have been taking keen interest in such cases and it will not be 
out of place to mention here that Ihave grown grey while bringing such 
cases to the notice of the Government. I have already had much experience 
of the administration of the three Governments namely, the British, the Union- 
ist and the Congress and I have come to this conclusion that in these days 
corruption is on the increase as the Government is very weak and feeble. 
Just as the germs of some disease overpower a patient and thus weaken 
his stout body, similarly we find that the administration and the party in 
power are suffering from so many weaknesses to such an extent that 
they do not possess enough stamina to fight against these evils. 
This is my _ view-point. If somebody asks why I have formed this 
opinion my reply is because the rule of law does not obtain here. A govern- 
ment servant whose sentence to six months imprisonment has been set aside 
under section 401 I. P. C., is not removed from service though I feel under 
the rules, this should have been done. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: Iam just going to explain why I feel there is 
no rule of law here. The person to whom I was referring was dismissed from 
service as a result of his conviction under section 323 I, P. C. and has been 
to the jail, but he has now been re-appointed as Sub-Inspector of Police. 
On the other hand, a police officer of tehsil Patti who was dismissed from 
service just for writing a letter to a Congressman has not so far been rein- 
stated to his original post. Now I might cite another instance of this nature. 
A person who was before the partition forced to resign by the Government 


| 
Sardar Swaran Singh: Is that not the rule of law ? - 
| 
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of India on pain of being prosecuted on charge of corruption has been re- 
employed as Superintendent of Police by our Government. Previously, he has 
for some time been working as Camp Commandant also, thanks to the kind- 
ness of this Government. Is this the rule of law? Certainly not. Sir, it is 
for this reason that we urge upon the Government the necessity of appoint- 
ing an anti-corruption officer with necessary powers to take the strongest 
possible action against the corrupt persons—an officer who may be able to 
~ inspire confidence among the people that he will leave no stone unturned 
to eradicate corruption. Believe me, Sir, under the regime of this Govern- 
ment some persons have the courage to sit down in front of the Secretariat 
and declare that if they are paida fee of Rs. 40 to Rs. 300, they would help helt 
anybody to achieve his object, in so far asthe decision on any case being J 
dealt with by the Government is concerned and in this way they manage to 
collect money for themselves. You will be surprised to know, Sir, that these 
persons are the friends of the hon. Ministers and so they are not afraid of 
anything (Voices: What is his name ?) It is known to everybody and so I 
need not mention it. How long can a Government continue to be in 
man power, if under its regime the state of justice-is such that the smaller fry 
should come in for the most drastic punishments even for petty faults, while 
the big persons escape scot-free even though they may be guilty of such 
serious offences as corruption ? Sir, if it is brought to the notice of the 
Government thata certain big person has filed a false claim for allotment 
of land and the Government admits that he claimed to have left behind 300 acres 
of land in West Punjab while in fact he owned only 80 acres of land, and 
even then it does not move its machinery of law against him, what other 
way isthere toset right the present administrative set-up except by 
implementing Mr. Mehta’s resolution ? In my opinion, Sir, we should feel — 
| beholden to him for bringing this resolution before the House. It is essential 
—< for us to get rid of this evil, even though we may have to spend lakhs of 
rupees for this purpose. The hon. the Chief Minister has expressed a fear 
that the implementation of this proposal will entail a lot of expenditure. 
I say our long-cherished hopes about the future of our countr yare being 
dashed to the ground, our very freedom which we achieved after making 
untold sacrifices is in danger owing to the prevalence of corruption, and 
excuses are being given for Government’s inability to accept a proposal 
aiming at the eradication of thisevil, Therefore, Sir I urge that we should 
not hesitate to spend money for this purpose. Was it for bringing about 
a regime honeycombed with corruptian on an increased scale, that countless 
people had been wasting their lives in jails for years on end? Was it for 
this purpose that we had fought the battle of independence and made 
sacrifices in that cause? If that is the case, then I think the following 
couplet aptly applies to the situation. 


pre 
ga faa % faa azar gà ag agar À fama aar 2 a 
Un fan & ste same Ve eu Hus! dt fosas mifen d 
. Now, Sir, I would like to say a few words about the root cause of this 
evil of corruption which is today prevailing in a very acute form. The root 
= cause of this evil is the wide disparity, in some cases in the ratio of one to 
i several hundred, in the salaries of the high and the low employees. So long 
as this disparity continues, corruption will not end. 
Sardar Shiv Saran Singh: Sir, that is not the issue before the House. 
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Mr. Speaker: Order, order. Let the hon. Member proceed with his 
speech. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh; I feel, Sir, that we should always be prepared 
to spend any amount of money in order to eradicate this evil, so that we 
may not once again lose our independence which we have attained after 
so many sufferings and sacrifices. The attitude of our Government reminds 
me of that Urdu verse : - 


esd A aH 3 us f ae 
fasera & ar as st HA 
THAT HTS a aa et TI 1 Pera è TH aa a aR I 


So far as J think, Sir, Mehtaji’s voice should be considered to be the 
voice of every honest Punjabi. So we should not be deterred from imple- 
menting his resolution for fear of expenditure. We should consider it as our 
foremost duty. Just as one hasto bear pain and suffering by submitting 
to an operation in order to get rid of a deep-seated malady, in the same 
way we should not mind making a little sacrifice for rooting out corruption 
from our body-politic. 


Minister For Labour: On a point of order, Sir. My point of order 
relates to a matter of every day importance. Your position is that of a 
Speaker and not of a President. It is not correct to address you as 
‘Pardhanji’,as some hon. Members do. The Hindi equivalent of ‘Speaker’ 
is ‘Adhyaksh’. In Punjabi, you should not be addressed as ‘Pardhanji’ but 
as ‘Bolooji Maharaj’ or by some other suitable term. (Laughter). 


An hon, Member: Or, as ‘Bolar’. 
An Honourable Member: Question may now be put, Sir. 
Mr. Speaker : Question is— 


That the question be now put. 


The motion was carried. 
5 P.M.) 


Mehta Ranbir Singh (Ludhiana and Ferozepore, General, Rural) 
(Hindustani) : Sir, I have listened very attentively to all those speeches 
which have been delivered in opposition of my resolution. I have already 
explained its practical aspects. But I am sorry to say that if my honourable 
Friends had carefully understood the idea underlying and the speeches that 
have been delivered in the House to root out corruption, they would not 
have raised any objection to the practical aspects of the resolution. My 
honourable Friend Pandit Shri Ram Sharma has remarked that the sugges- 
tion contained in the resolution is somewhat uncommon and it would be 
very difficult to put it into effect. But I may point out to him that to grapple 
with this problem is rather a difficult task no doubt, but if no efforts are made 
to overcome these difficulties, they willin course of time become insurmoun- 
table. In view of the objections that have been raised by some of my 
friends, I would request the Government to constitute an independent 
committee which should go into this question, as I am afraid, that this 
important resolution may not be shelved by the Government. Similarly my 
hon. Friend Sardar Swaran Singh has remarked that the resolution is devoid 
of all sense of practicability as the officer so elected will not be able to act 
immediately. But during the course of his speech he laid stress on the adoption 
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of a long range policy but now he has criticised the same policy which`is 
underlying in this resolution. Corrupt element. is busy profiteering itself 
by all foul means and there is no check to their undesirable activities. 
Similarly it need hardly be said that sometime back an hon. Min ster of this 
Government used to carry permits of steel in his pocket to profiteer himself 
and his men. (Voices: Absolutely wrong). At that time my hon. 
Friend Sardar Swaran Singh was Minister and as he had a joint respons- 
ibility... oua. 


Safdar Swaran Singh : No, Sir, they too have a joint responsibility 
to create disorder. 


Mr. Speaker: May I ask the honourable Member not to address 
Sardar Swgran Singh ? 


Sardar Swaran Singh ; Sir, he is addressing me through you. 


Mt. Speaker: No such insinuation. The hon. Member should proceed. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Sir, my honourable Friends who have delivered — 
speeches in opposition to this resolution have not said that the present 
methods to combat this evil of corruption have proved successful. On the 
contrary everybody has admitted that corruption and bribery are on the 
increase. If this is the case I am constrained to remark that my friends 
who have opposed the resolution are not serious to eliminate corruption but 
wish in a way that it should flourish. 


Sardar Inder Singh: Js it nota fact that the hon. Member himself 
bought a motor car on permit ? 


hta Ranbir Singh: Yes, I purchased it on payment and without 
any cgncession and that too in the United Punjab. 


y Mr. Speaker : Order, order. The honourable Member should not 
impute any motives. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Sir, when corruption has increased all round, 
I cannot remain indifferent but would therefore tell the Government 
that since the methods so far employed to stamp out corruption have entirely 
failed, it is necessary to radically change the methods. The argument that 
the demand for anti-corruption officer on the basis of adult franchise is almost 
impossible and there are so many difficulties involved in its adoption is not 
at all convincing. If the Government is in fact anxious to weed out 
corruption from the State, then difficulties can find solution. I would ask 
Sardar Swaran Singh not to display non-serious attitude to this resolution. In 
fact the evil of corruption is so deep-rooted in the administration of the Govern- 
ment that it has become exceedingly difficult to eradicate it root and branch 
by ordinary methods. The Government, by opposing this resolution, wants 
to retain power in its own hands. There should not be the least hitch in 
adopting this resolution because if any fundamental defects have been brought 
to the notice of the Government, it should not fail to adopt the alternative 
method that has been suggested in the present resolution. It should readily 
accept the demand of the general public and should not unnecessarily stick to 
the old methods which have not proved successful. I would submit that the 
resolution could not be made so comprehensive as to include all procedural 
details, which Iam sure will not present any difficulties, if the resolution 
is passed by the House, l 
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Sir, I do not say that the present system of doing things should alto- 
gether be done away with. I have given full consideration to every word 
of my resolution. We cannot do anything which is repugnant to the provisions 
of our Constitution. Consequently nobody can be given the powers of 
a parallel Government and that is why I have not asked for plenary powers 
for an elected officer. I am aware that there is always a possibility of powers 
being misused by an individnal and in case such a thing comes to pass we 
may be faced with a very grave difficulty. What I wish is this that he should 
be elected and not appointed by the Government so that he keeps indepen- 
dent views. I have fears that he may not suggest proper action against 
Government employees if he is a nominee of the Government. The hon. 
Chief Minister was also pleased to say that the resolution did not indicate 
as to what machinery was to be set up by the elected officer. I would tell 
him that such things cannot be stated in resolutions. A resolution merely 
states the principle. These details are covered by the Bills which are passed 
to enforce the recommendation made in it. | 


Sardar Shiv Saran Singh: Sir, there is no mention of any Bill in 
the resolution, 


Meita Ranbir Singh : My hon. Friend should know that after a resolu- 
tion is passed by the House necessity is often felt of passing a Bill. It will 
be recalled that such a thing happened in the case of the resolution relating 
to land consolidation. I am convinced that if we want to remove corruption 
there are ways of doing it. 


It has been suggested that necessity would again arise of holding a 
general election if the officer dies and the State would be un-necessarily 
burdened with expenditure. Ihave thought over the question and am ina 
position to solve it. I can quote here the example of America where no 
fresh elections are held if the President dies. The vice-President steps into his 
place. Then it has been remarked that a fresh election might be necessitated 
if an election petition is successful against the officer. Here again I can 
tell of a way out. When there isan election petition against the officer and 
the Election Tribunal consisting of say Chief justice and two Judges of the 
High Court passes a judgment against him the candidate who stood next 
to him in ¢the election can take his place. Anyhow these are matters of 
detail and can be considered when a regular Bill comes before the House. 


Iam gratefulto my hon. Friend Lala Kedar Nath Sehgal for having 
given vent to his innermost feelings without any kind of reservation or 
prejudice. I trust that other hon. Members will also disregard the party 
whip and vote with me. 


Mr. Speaker: Question is 


This Assembly recommends to the Government to take steps at an early 
date for the election of an Anti-Corruption Officer in the State on the 
basis of adult franchise with powers to organise a suitable mahinery 
for anti-corruption drive, to suspend and recommend to the Govern- 
ment departmental action or dismissal of any Government employee 
found by him to be guilty of corruption : 


The Assembly divided: Ayes 4, Noes 50. 
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AYES 
Bachan Singh, Sardar. 3, 
Ranbir Singh, Mehta. _ | 4, 
| NOES 
Ajit Singh, Sardar: 26. 
Amar Nath Shri, Vidyalankar, ads 
Badlu Ram, Chaudhri. 28. 
Behari Lal Chanana, Shri. 29, 
Beli Ram, Thakur. 
30. 
Bhagat Ram, Chodha, Shri. 
3l. 
Bhagat Ram Sharma, Pandit. 
32. 
Bhim Sen Sachar, Shri. 
; 33° 
Buja Ram, Bhagat. 
— 34. 
Dalip Singh, Thakur. - 
Durga Chand Kaushish, Pandit. | 35. 
. Ganga Saran, Seth. 
Pa 36 
Gopi Chard Bhargava, The 
Honourable Dr. 37. 
Gurbachan Singh Bəjwa, The | 38. 
Honourable Sardar. 
39, 
Gurbachan Singh, Sardar. 
40. 
Isher Singh Mujhail, Sardar is 
gjit Singh Mann, Sardar. | 
Jagjit Sing da a: 
Jaswant Singh Duggal, Sardar. ia 
Joginder Singh Mann, Sardar. re 
Kabul Singh, Sardar. 
Kartar Singh, Sardar. a 
Kedar Nath Saigal, Shri. ie 
Krishna Gopal Dutt, Chaudhri. 47. 
Lehna Singh Sethi, The Honour- | 48: 
able Dr. 49. 
Matu Ram, Chaudhri, 50. 
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Sajjan Singh, Sardar. 
Suraj Mal, Chaudhri. 

Mehr Chand, Chaudhri. 
Mohar Singh, Rao. 


Narinder Singh, Sant.. 


Narotam Singh, The Honourable 
Sardar. 


Pancham Chand, Thakur. 
Parkash Kaur, Shrimati, Dr. 
Partap Singh, MA 

-Piara Singh, Sardar. 


Prithvi saek: Azad, The Honour- 
able Shri. 
Ranjit Singh, Honourable 


The 
Captain. | 


. Rattan Singh Tabib, Shri. 


Rattan Singh Gill, Sardar. 
Sahib Ram, Chaudhri. 


Samar Singh Garde... L 


Sant Ram Seth, Dr. 


Sardul Singh, Sardar. 
Sanne Devi Saigal Shenk 


Sher Singh, Chaudhri. 


Shiv Saran Singh, Sardar, '' 


Shiv Singh, Sardar. 

Shri Ram Sharma, Pandit. 

Sita Devi, Shrimati. 

Swaran Singh, Sardar. 

Tara Singh, Sardar Sahib Sardar, 
Virendra, Shri. 
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EJECTMENT OF TENANTS 
Sardar Sajjan Singh (Patti, Sikh, Rural) (Punjabi) : Sir I move :— 


This Assembly reccmmends to the Government that all ejectments of tenants be 
stopped till the land tenure system in the Punjab is revised and landloidisin 
aboli hed and further that all those tenants who have been ejected since the 15th 
of August 1947, be restored to their respective lands. 


Sir, I have moved this resolution because the Congress ever since its 
inception, has been holding out promises of help to the agriculturists 
and the peasants who are not proprietors of land. The Karachi Resolution 
of the Congressi; a surety to that effect. It was said in that resolution 
that, when Congress party came into power, it would ensure proper and 
decent life for the poor landless tenants. In other states, measures have 
been enacted for the suppo-t and uplift for this section of our people. The 
U. P. Government, we know, has created a wonderful record of uplifting 
the tenants. Other States have also passed laws for the betterment of 
these poor people. Ours is the only state which has not done anything so 
far, in this direction. On the other hand the condition of these people is 
becoming worse and life is becoming hard for them. 


(At this stage Mr. «peuker vacated the chair and i’ was occupied by Mr. 
Deputy speaker ) 


Sardar Shiv Saran Singh: On a point of order, Sir. Art. 31 of 
the Consitution lays down :— 


` 


(1) No persen shall be deprived of his property save by authority of law. 


(2) No property, movable or immovable, iucluding any interest in, or in any 
companv cwning, any commercial or indvstrial undertaking, shalt be taken 
possession Of... 


The wording of the resolution clearly indicates that land tenure system 
be revised and landlordism should be abolishetl and as such contravenes 
the provisicns of Art. 31 of the Constitution. I therefore, submit 
that such a resolution cannot be allowd to be discussed. 


Mr. Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member should know that it is 
only a recommendation to the Government. It is not a piece of 
legislation. i 


Pandit Durga Chand Keushish: Can a recommendation be made by 


the legislature which directiy contravenes an article of the Constitution ? 


Z 


LY Mr. Deputy Speaker: No, it does not contravene any article of 


the Constitution. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: It does, Sir. If you kindly refer 
to the wording of the resolution, you will see that it seeks to abolish 
landicrdism and pre-supposes that such a law would be passed and my 
point is that this cannot be done till such time asit has received the 
ascent of the President. 


= Mr Deputy Speaker: As I have already said it is nota piece of 
legislation but only a recommendation to the Government. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: Can such a recommendation be 
made by the Legislature ? 
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Wr. Deputy Spcaker: Rccommendation can be made. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh : 


Sir, one of my hon. Friends has raised one objection and a second has 
raised another. I would like to say that the resolution recommends to the 
Government only to grant, protection to the tenants in the villages just as 
the tenants in the towns are given protection against eviction etc. So to 
entertain any fears in respect of this resolution, is without justification. 
My hon. Friends should rest assured that unless the Central Government 
passes any legislation against the vested interests, they nced not harktour 
any fears. Our previous Chief Minister declared on the occasion of Kisan 
Satyagraha in Hissar District, in 1949, that some sort of legislative measure 
will certainly be brought forward to give protection to the tenants. But it is 
regretted that till now nothing has been done to inspire confidence and 
hope in the minds of these poor people. The Government has neither 
brought any measure for this purpose before the House, nor shown any incli- 
nation to do that. Our independence, if it is meant for the betterment of 
the vested interests and not for the poor people, is a meaningless thing. 
lf these people are not given shelter, clothing and bread, freedom cannot 
mean anything for them. Inthe present set up, the poor tenants are being 
ejected and the Government is sleeping over the matter. It thcrefore, be- 
comes incumbent on me to appeal to the hon. Members to do something, for 
God’s sake, to extend the warmth of freedom to those poor people also 
who suffered under foreign domination in the hope that something would 
pe done for them after that yoke was thrown off. It was hoped that on achiev- 
ing independence the Government of the people would be able to remove 
all those difficulties of the public in general which faced them in the days 
of foreign domination. It is my considered opinion that it was but natural 
for the British Government to keep their vested interests safe in India in 
those days. With a view to achieve this they passed such orders which were 
in favour of these vested interests. But now I find no reason to support 
the contention that such interests should be maintained by our own national 


Government. Those leaders who pledged their sympathies for the welfare 


of the poor agriculturists should now come forward to utilize the power 
they have achieved, for the betterment of the down trodden. The actual 
tillers of the soil who have been paying land revenue to the Government 
should not be allowed to be ejected. Itis no justice that such tenants 
may be deprived of their land which their forefathers have been tilling. 
My contention is that not only should such tenants alone be afforded 
protection by the Government but legislation should be brought forward 
for the protection of all other kinds of agricultural labour in the State. If 
this resolution is carried, I am sure the hon. Members. will be doing a 
good deal by way of rendering useful help tothe poor. This will be a 
matter of relief to them and the tenants will get the help which they deserve. 
Not only this, but it will have a healthy effect oa other States of India 
also. The prestige of this party will go up in the eves of the public. The 


„people will once again begin to feel that after all the Congress is coming 


to the right path. But on the other hand if this is not done the people 
will say that the Congress Government has forgotten all its promises made 
to the Kisans and labourers. 

Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: The hon. Member is indulging in a 
mere talk. He himself has forgotten his promises made to the Congress 
party. 

Sardar Sajjan Singh; I have already stated that the Congress party 


has not kept its pledges made to the electorate. That is why I decided 
to leave the party. But even then I expect that the Government will take 


oo 
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every suggestion, from whatever quarter it may come, on its merits and act 
accordingly. This attitude on their part will add to their prestige and 
honour. Sir, itis my humble opinion that the main cause of the pre- 
vailing restlessness in the State is that the tenants have not been granted 
that amount of protection which is their due. If they are given to under-` 
stand that the land they cultivate is theirs and that it will not be taken Bi 
away from them, they will work on it with all their energy thus adding to 
the Grow-More-Food efforts of the Government. At present itis common know- | 
ledge that our Government is very anxious in the matter of Grow-More-Food 
| campaign. An Additional Financial Commissioner has been appointed for 
| this ; many jeeps have been purchased. So many other expenses are being 
| incurred with a view to making this campaign a success.. But my submission 
‘ is that if our Government affords protection to the tenants against eject- 
ment, it-will have no need for spending on such Departments. In that 
case the Kisan of the Punjab will be able to produce so much foodgrain that 
it will meet not only the needs of the people of this State but those of the -$ 
country as well. But, Sir, due to the lack of attention towards this important 
' problem on the part of the Government, the tenants are being ejected at some 
places. 


| Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: Can the hon. Member prove his 
contention by giving facts and figures ? | 


1, Sardar Sajjan Sing); Itis a matter of general knowledge that notices 
of ejectments are being issued in places like Fazilka, Hissar, Gurgaon etc.. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: {Will the hon. Member please state: 
l 
1 


A] 


t number of such villages and of such notices ? 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: I am nota Government: ‘Monim’ that I should 
keep such data with me. My only submission is that.. there should not be 
any ejectment whatsoever. If no check is-put on this injustice there is a 
danger to the peace of the State. Every intelligent person knows that if 
the communist principles are not allowed to come in a peaceful and 
constitutional manner, there is a danger of the state of affairs taking a 
turn which they tookin countries like Russia and China. In my opinion 
the best interests of the country demand that Jagirdars and such other 
vested interests should be deprived of those rights which actually belong 
to the tenants, in a peaceful and constitutional manner. If this is not 
done I fear that the tenants might find no other course open to them except 
that-of disturbing the peace of the State because it is generally believed 
| that a dying man resorts to all sorts. of tactics. The tenants will be 
, placed in a State of mind where it becomes difficult for an ordinary person 
| to think- and act reasonably. They will be very much upset. The only on 
way to remove their sufferings and. to save the landlords is giving full pro- 
| tection to the tenants so that they may be assured that the land they 
till belongs to them and that. they and their. children will get full benefit + 
out of it. It is of utmost importance that the fear.cf the sword of ejectment , 
which is at present hanging on their heads, should be removed forthwith. 

If no assurance is given to these poor persons and if no confidence is 
created in their minds, it is feared that they might resort to thefts and 
dacoities. If they lose their lands, where from will they. make their both 
ends meet? This state of affairs will compel then to ‘turn criminals and 
so they will rob and steal. So I submit that in order to keep the standard 
of morality of the country in its proper place the Governgicnt should know 
what its duty is in this important matter, I, therefore, feel that with 
a view, to clevating the character of the people and making the Grow-More | 
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food campaign a success, it is most essential that we should save the capital 
of our country which is being drained away to foreign lands in purchasing 
foodgrains for our countrymen. The only way to achieve this end, is to 
assure the tenants-at-will, who are at present entirely at the mercy of the 
landlords, that they my continue to till their lands without any fear, but 
they must pav the legitimate and legally due share of the produce to the 
landlords. They should produce for themselves and for others as well. They 
may rest assured that if they do so, nobody will eject them. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: Is the hon. Member aware that for 
the last three years the tenants have not paid a single ple to the 
landlords ? | ‘ 


Sardar Sajjan Siagh: Mr. Speaker, I want to tell the hon. Pandit g 
through you, that if he has failed to receive anything from his tenants, then 
the doors of courts are open to him. He can get his due share from them 
under the law. I may also point out to him that my resolution does not 
stand in the way of legitimate payments to be made by the tenants to the 
landlords. The underlying object is not to support the cause of those 
tenants who refuse to pay their proper dues but to lay stress on the fact 
that ejectments should be stopped of those tenants who are quite willing 
to makè payment of their dues to the landlords in accordance with the 
terms of the agreements. My hon. Friend will agree with me that no demand 
could be more reasonable than this. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish : May I also inform the hon. Member 
that only those tenants are being ejected who are not willing to pay 
their dues? | 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: Sir, I request you to ask the hon. Pandit 
Kaushish not to interrupt me again and again. I feel if it‘ were in his 
power, he would forthrizat shoot me down so that I could no longe 
champion the cause of the poor tenants. Anyhow, I would like to convey 
to the hon. Pandit that the days of grace of the capitalists are now num 
bered. The time is coming when a person will be able to sustain his lifg 
only through work; otherwise he will have to die of starvation (cheers) 
‘He should not.therefore, get impatient. He should hear me patiently 
and then do whatever he likes. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: Sardar Sahib, don’t indulge it 
yablan’, | 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: My hon. Friend should know that his job ist 
raise hue and cry for the vested interests but since I belong to the poo 
people, it is my paramount duty to fight for and safeguard to my utmoş 
the rights of the poor tenants-at-will. I would, therefore, request my [fiend 
to impress upon the Government the desirability of a dministering eve 
handed justice to the poor tenants and seeing that they should not be serve 
with ejectment notices on frivolous pretexts. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: On a point of order, Sir. Can t 
hon. Member address as ‘dosto’ and not the Chair ? (Laughter). 


Sardar Sajjan Singh : I would tell the hon. Members that if they wat 
peace and tranquillity in the province and desire that our State should flouris 
then the only way to achieve this object is to offer full prote 
tion to the tenants and save them from the clutches of landlordism. As 
have already stated, they are completely at the mercy of the landlords a 
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Btherefo-e every effort should be made to protect them from improper eject- 
ments. If this is not done, then dire consequences will follow. Only recently 
in 1947 we passed through grave and dreadful times and I don’t want 
any recurrence of still more cataclysmic upheavals through which 
we may be required to pass again. Our province lies prostrate and does not 
possess stamina enough to face another disaster. I am afraid that if asa 
result of the economic degeneration of the tenants, the history of 1947 is 
epeated or the State is again faced with a serious calamity, then whatever 
enduring power or character of the people is left, it will totally vanish. If 
my hon. Friends shut their eyes to the stark realities, then they should not 
{forgeti the happenings in China. In that country the ¢ivil war lasted for 
twelve long years and as a result of this, real brothers became enemies of 
fone another. May I ask whether by refusing protection to the tenants, 
Government intend to brinz about the conditions of China in this country ? 
I would request them to give their careful consideration to the question 
pf giving protection to the agricultural tenants. They should safeguard 
jtheir rights and save them from the high-handedness of the landlords. 


In this connection I would like to make a mention of another matter. 
In cities the tenamts of houses are protected under the law. That is, if a 
enant of a house regularly pays the rent, the owner of the house cannot 
eject him. If he continues to harass him, then the law comes to the rescue 
f the latter. My submission is that exactly on the same principle, the 
ights of the agricultural tenants be safeguarded. The landlords should 


hem. In this connection may I know what crime these poor agricultural 
enants have committed that they are being denied those very facilities 
hich have been made available. to their urban brethren? I, therefore, 
jequest the Government to accept my resolution so that the anxiety of the 
onest tenants-at-will may be allayed and they should be able to devote 
heir full energy to their work and add to the production of foodgrains in 
jhe country. With these words I close my remarks. _ 


| (At this stage Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair) 


Sbri Bhim Sen Sachar: Sir, I rise to a point of order. Since this 
Touse has to build up high traditions, I wish to draw your attention to an 
mportant matter. You are also aware, Sir, that Punjabi is also included 
In the languages which are to be used as vehicles of expression in this 
House. Jn your absence, an hon. Member used the words ‘yablan kiyon mardeo’. 
| want your ruling whether this expression is parliaméntary or otherwise. 

en Speaker: I don’t think it is parliamentary. The hon. Member 
vho used these words should have avoided them. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: Sir, can he suggest anything equivalent to the 
word ‘yabal’? (Laughier) 


Mr Speaker: Resolution moved :— 


The Assembly secommends to the Government that all ejectments 
of tenznts be stopped till the land tenure system in the Punjab 
is revised and landlordism abolished and further that all 
those tenants who have been ejected since the 15th of August, 
1947, be restored to their respective lands 
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e prevented from ejecting those tenants who regularly pay their dues to` 
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Sir, the resolution put forward by my hon. Friend Sardar Sajjan Singh, | 
has got a long history behind it. Jo cut short the British Raj 
etsablished in this country a zamindara system, which has created | 
such conditions in India that Congress Governments’ in different States, } 
whether Madhya Bharat or Uttar Pradesh, or whether Madhya Pradesh] 
or Orissa, have been compelled to admit that the system of landlordism willi 
have to be done away with, Itis a misfortune of our State that whereas| 
the Governments of other States are going ahead with’ their programmes; 
to finish landlordism, our Government is miserably lagging far behind them,} 
I therefore feel that if our Government had been as progressive in outlook 
as Governments of other States were, the necessity of moving this resolution 
vr would not have arisen. 


| 
6 P. M] | 

Tenants are really hard-hit. They are put to alot of inconvenience. 

b I am really constrained to remark that my hon. Friends would be grieved! 
to see the conditions under which they are at present living in our State. 
Shri Bhim Sen Sachar when he was Premier held out promises to these Kisans 
to the effect that adequate protection would be given to them and tha 
ejectments of tenants would be stopped altogether, but these promises were 
never kept. Again when the Bhargava Ministry came into power, tbe 
hon. Chief Minister announced in public meetings at different places that 
an Ordinance would soon be promulgated to stop ejectment of tenants, 
But since then no action whatsoever has so far. been taken in this connection] 
Now it is given out that the present Ministry is very anxious to stopi 
ejectments by promulgating an Ordinance but his Excellency the Governor 
dces not agree to it and that he is of the opinion that this object could only 
be achieved by bringing in a legislatve measure. It is crystal clear from thig 
that the promises already held cut to them have not been fulfilled. This atti4 
tude on the part of the Government has been instrumental'in adding insult tc 
their injuries. Day in and day out tenants are being ejected and no action ig 
teken against the landlords who rescrt to these malpractices. This is not all 
Even the high officials have been instrumental in ejecting the tentants 
withcut any rhyme or reason. During my stay at Hissar I was informe 
by some tenants that a high ofhical of our Government had ejected the 
for no fault whatsoever on their part asa result of which the land which was 
very productive lay barren and desolate. They further told me that on thd 
one hand Government had started the work in connection with the Grow 
More-Food campaign for increasing the food production in our State while o 
the other, responsible officals of our Government were not hesitating to eject 
them without any rhyme or reason, with the result that the landg 
P continued to be barren and desolate. They told me that on approaching 
the high offical with the request that they may not be ‘ejected as the 

would be reduced to poverty and misery and would thus die of starvation 

ia they were told by him that they could earn their livelihood by resorting 
to dacoity and theft. On hearing these words from him they were taker 

i aback and told him that they wanted to livein peace and that they werę 
~ in no way out to resort to such crimes. These are the conditions unde 
| which the tenants are living at present in our State. I am really constrained 

to remark that our Government does not sympathise with these poor tenant; 

. who are deprived of their source of livelihood. May I know if our Govern 
ment has ever cared to look into the conditions of these poor people ? The 

ji pcor tenants of Hissar repeatedly enquired from me whether there was no 
body to sympathise with them and also whether there was nobody to plead 

their cause. I told them that we would plead their cause. I also tol 

them that the Prime Mnister and the Deputy Prime Minister who are thé 
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| pillars of the Congress have already held out promises to the tenants for 
| safeguarding their interest. In spite of the fact that we have Congress 
` Government both at the centre and in the State, nothing substantial is being 
| done to improve the hard lot -of the:poor tenants. In spite of the fact that 
7 Pandit Jawaher Lal Nehru, Prime Minister of India, declared in unequivocal 
f terms at the All India Hind Kisan Conference that in no case should the 
| tenants be ejected from the land they till with their own hands, 
| we find tenants being ejected in our State it isa matter of gratification 
| to note that the hon. Chief Minister has pointed out that our Government 
| would concede the right to schedule castes to own agricultural land 
f and that they will possess all the .rights like other agriculturists under the 
| Land Alienation Act. On the one hand we find that Jhoote wadayv are held 
! out to them, while on the other they are being ejected from their lands. 


, Chaudhri Kartar Singh: May I know if the word “«Jhoot” is not 
| unparliamentary? iPOD SF tty 


t W Me. Speaker: I would request the hon. Member to withdraw this 
| word as it is unparliamentary. 


| Sardar Bachan Singh: Very well, Sir. I withdraw the word. What i 
t wish to submit is this that on the one hand promises are held out to 
f tenants that they would not ‘be ejected, while on the other they are being 
ł ejected. On the one hand poor tenants are being ejected from their 
| lands while on the other Scheduled Castes are given the right of owning 
f agriculturist land. Both these things are self contradictory. The only 
thing that we have to see is whether our Government is out to serve and 
serve well the ill-fed, ill-clothed and uncared for masses. But it seems that 
the Government is out to rule only and not to serve in the true sense of 
the word. The dual policy of the Government will not do. It will have 
to declare itin unequivocal terms whether ths Government exists for the 
| rich or for the poor, We should realize the fact that today we are standing 
Hon a volcano. Times have changed altogether. It is a pity that people 
owning huge tracts of land do not realize this fact. But they must know 
that time will not be far off when they will realize this fact. If they do not 
treat the tenants well and allow them to have their due, they will be 
committing a great blunder. They should rise to the occasion and realize 
the need of the hour and treat the.n well, They should not forget the 
maxim that justice delayed is justice denied. Orin other words as has 
been said :— 


HAS fa ate wma He Bre H wfe 
ad aafe ye ae wz | 


l gad fh qe aa Hg a MAR 
| FAA AT WAT FZ I 


IIt is clear from this that if timely action is not taken to stop ejectment of 
tenants, then time will not be far off when our Government will realize its 
pnistake and it would be too late to take any such step atthat time. My 
hon. Friends know it fully weil that in 1938-39 when sudden development had 
started taking place in the whole world, at that time, legislative measures 
yere brought in for setting the tenants free from the clutchess of traders, 
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of India. At that time the Congress party of the Punjab dubbed these very 
legislature measures as black legislation ẹrẹ arqa But the tenants who 
were to be benefited by this legislation called it as their golden legislation 
‘aÜ qTqa?’. What happened afterwards is known to every hon. Member. 


The tenants have not forgotten the treatment that was meted out to them 
at that time and they stillhave itin their minds. May I know as to 
what steps are being taken by the Government to safeguard their interests ? 
If a person wants to plead their cause, heis not advised by the Govern- 
ment to do so. In fact nobody is permitted to have his say in the 
interests of the poor tenants. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: What is the jobof the hon. Member these 
days ? 


Sardar Bachan Singh : I am pained to seethat nothing is being 
done for the poor tenants who have been reduced to poverty and misery, 
so much so that they have been forced to work as hewers of wood and 
drawers of water. I wsih to bring this point to the notice of the Govern- 
ment in general and my hon. Friend in particular that under the changed 
conditions if they do not follow the fundamentals of democracy namely 
liberty, fraternity and equality and alsoif they do not follow the articles 
of the Constitution rightly then I am afraid, they would themselves be 
responsible for burying this very Constitution for which they have strived 
and struggled all through their lives. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: Is the hon. Member accepting the 
Constitution to-day ? | . 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Perhaps the hon. Member forgets that I am 
one of those who has taken an oath in this connection. 


Mr. Speaker: He has also taken an oath. 
Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: His party disclaims the Constitution. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: When a person feels nervous he does not 
remember what he had said. ’ 


What I wish to point out is that tenancy problem exists everywhere 
in India. It exists in U. P., Bihar and other States. 


Sardar Ajit Singh: Are there any tenancy problems in the district of 
the hon. Member ? l 


Sardar Bachan Singh: The hon. Member should know that I am not 
speaking for Ludhiana, but I am speaking for the whole of the Punjab. (Hear, 
Hear). 


Sardar Dalip Singh Kang: He may begin to speak on behalf of 
Bombay and Calcutta. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: I wish to bring this -point home to my hon. 
Friends in generaland my hon. Friend Sardar Dalip Singh in particular 
that the tenancy problem is not so acute in our State as it is.in other States. 
It is not the problem of tenancy alone which we have to face. But there 
are certain other points which I have already stated, If we ignore these 
points, I may assure them, we will land in trouble and it may be well neigh 
impossible for us to face these pebiens though they seem to be very minor 
problems at present. 
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[Sardar Bachan Singh] 


, Sir, we are not demanding the abolition of landlordism just now. Al 
that we want is that the law of ejectment that applies to tenants in Urban 
areas, should also be made applicable to tenants in the rural areas. 


Sardar Dalip Singh Kang : Isit not a fact that even in towns the 
landłords can get the premises vacated, if they need them for personal use ? 


: Sardar Bachan Singh: We don’t oppose the ejectment of a tenant 
fron 10 to12 acres of land, which the landlord himself wants to till but 
first of all he should furnish sufficient proof of his desire to do so. We are 
opposed to the ejectment of tenants from land, whichis proposed to be 
ploughed with the help of tractors. We cannot tolerate hundreds of persons 
being thrown out of employment and thus deprived of their only source of 
livelihood. The interests of the larger number of people must have precedence 
over the interests of the few. (Cheers from opposition Benches). In this 
connection, we have not made any radical or revolutionary suggestions to 
the Government. We have only recommended to the Government to 
take effective measures to give protection to the poor tenants. When even 
this small thing cannot be expected of this Government, who can expect 
it to go further, so as to be abreast of the fast-moving times ? Take the 
example of the Japanese feudal class. Why not take the example set 
up by the princes of the Indian States who have voluntarily and with good 
grace signed pacts, agreeing to surrender their powers and privileges ? Only - 
if friends like Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish agree to surrender their rights 
voluntarily, they would surely be shown liberality in the matter of ‘terms’. 
The whole country demands it. Our Prime Minister, Pandit Nehru, desires 
it most earnestly. But if the landlords think that they can go on deferring 
this issue, I must tell them that they are labouring under a delusion and 
if {t came to decide the issue by force, it would prove a bad bargain for 
them. Their insistence on having their own terms would cost them dearly. 
I would, therefore, ask them to agree to the settlement of the issue by 
negotiations and constitutional methods. It is in their own interests. 


Sir ,luckily the agrarian problem in this province has not as yet assumed 
a very actue form. The only demand of the tenants is that they should be 
given land to till. They are prepared to wait patiently for the findings of the 
Agrarian Committe set up by the Congress High Command and the decisions 
that will be taken by the Government of India on its recommendations, But 
I would request my landlord friends not to aggravate the gravity of the 
problem at this stage, for any conflict on this issue would impede the progress 
of the whole Country. It is the greatest need of the time that our country 
may achieve success in attaining self-sufficiency in food. Any agrarian trouble 
at his moment would surely upset the “Grow More Food” schemes and its 
ultimate results would be fraught with grievous consequences for the whole 
country. This resolution is absolutely of an innocuous kind. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: But it is vague. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Sir, it is not vague. We only want that 
ejectment of tenants should stop. It is the duty of this Government to 
bring legislation before this House to this effect, as early as possible. 
With these words I resume my seat. 


Sardar Partap Singh (Amritsar South, Sikh, Rural) (Punjabi): Sir, I 
have listened carefully to the speeches of the mover as well as of the supporters 
of the resolution that is now hefore the House. One thing that has particul- 
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arly struck me is that what is given in the resolution has not been mentioned 
in the speechs, and what has been verbally discussed is not to be found 
anywhere in the language of the resolution. (Laughter). Sir, it isa matter for 
regret that the mover of the resolution while framing it does not appear to 
have consulted any body and that is why its wording is to say the least 
unhappy. If the contents of the resolution had been what has been stated 
in the speeches, there would have been no contention whatsoever. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: We only want that there should be no eject- 
ment. | 


Sardar Partap Singh : Who says that the Government is not alive 
to the importance of this issue or that it will not do anything in the matter? 
So far as the views of Sardar Patel and Pandit Nehru are concerned 
who can claim to know them better than wedo, we who have enshrined 
them in the innermost recesses of our hearts. (Cheers), Who can say that he 
is more concerned about the success of‘Grow More Food, schem than 
ourselves ? | 


Sir, my submission is, and it is with great sorrow that I make it, that 
the agrarian problem—the problem of landlords versus tenants has been 
made worse asa result,of irresponsible speeches and utterances the like of 
which we have heard on the floor of this House to-day. It is in all sincer- 
ity that we are so anxious to find an amicable settlement of this issue. It 
was the Conj,.8ss whith became alive to its importance, before any body else 
and it is the Congress which is more anxious than anyone else to settle it. 
Though I am not a spokesman of the Punjab Government, I can assuret his 
Honourble House on this basis of my personal knowledge that it is not 
sleeping over the matter. Through you, Sir, I can assure the hon. Members 
that legislation with a view to maintaining good relations between the 
landlords and the tenants will be brought before the House in this very 
session. 


I submit, Sir, that the resolution my hon. Friend over there has moved 
lacks all sense of propriety, far-sightedness and wisdom, which is the logical 
out come of his sitting alone, and not asa member of some organization. 
If he had been a member of some organization, his resolution would have 
reflected collective wisdom and would not have been subject to all manner 
of objection owing to its unhappy wording and framing. How truly does 
the Punjabi proverb apply here ! 


~ A o 


awa aaa ae A a (Laughter) 
x 
2 


Wald HUA FA a F 


In their speeches, they say that they do not want to deprive the 
landlords of their land but in the resolution the wording is “All ejectments 
of tenants be stopped till the land tenure system in the Punjab is revised and 
landlordism abolished What an unwise thing--I mean this disparity! They have 
said that if this resolution is not passed, India will go the way of China. I say 
if this resolution is given effect to, it will lead to bloodshed and give the 
Signal for internecine strife worse than what took place in China. (Cheers). 
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[Sardar Partap Singh] 


My friends over there little seem to realize that this resolution is full 
of potential mischief and explosive possibilities. There are hundreds of 


small proprietors who have taken to other vocation such as the military 


service, leaving their land to be tilled by their kith and kin—brothers and 
nephews. Then there is the land belonging to orphans and widows, which 
is being tilled by their male relatives—-uncles and brothers-in-law. What 
is after all their intention in saying that all ejectments should stop ? 
Don’t they realize that this province is largely a land of small peasant 
proprietors, who are either cultivating their holdings themselves or have 
given it to their near relatives ? Sir, my submission is that there could not 
have been a greater blunder, amore mischievous error, than that which 
has been committed by bringing this resolution before the House. (Loud 
cheers). All the major issues involved in the problem have been conveniently 
ignored by the supporters of this resolution, in their anxiety to win cheap 
popularity. No effort has been made to understand its true implications ; 
how it will affect the minors, the widows, the uncles who are tilling nephews’ 
land and so on ; how it will have any bearing on the the peasant proprietors 
and small landlords whose holdings are ‘uneconomic’ and so on. I feel 
Sir, that the little good that was intended to be done by this resolution has 
been marred by improperly wording it. Only if proper language had been used 
and some sense of responsibility shown, the mover and the supporters of 
this resolution would have earned the gratitude of many people. 


Sir, if effect is given to this resolution, it will lead toa ginal war in the 
State. There would be bloodshed amongst brothers in the®* districts of 
Amritsar, Gurgaon, Ludhiana, Ferozepore, Hoshiarpur, Jullundur and some 
parts of Rohtak and Karnal and in the, Tehsil Rupar and Kharar where people 
hold small holdings to earn their livelihood. It will disturb the peace and 
tranquillity of the State. I feel sorry to say that my honourable Friend 
representing Kasur constituency should not have raised this 
question as the problem of tenants was not so acute in Kasur tehsil. But 
all the same we have to solve this problem. Similarly my honourable 
Friend Sardar Bachan Singh who represents Ludhiana rural constituency has 
supported the resolution merely because he has resigned from Congress 
Assembly Party and now sits upon the opposition benches. He should not have 
lent his support to this resolution as I know that tenant problem does not 
exist in Ludhiana as well. We know well how this problem can be amicably 
settled between landlords and tenants. Anyhow there is no cause to feel 
perturbed over this problem as it is simple though it may appear to be 
somewhat complex. I know that the parties who deliver speeches are only 
creating wide gulf between the landlords and the tenants and thus worsening 
the situation. It is true that the Congress is pledged to ameliorate the lot 
of tenants but it has never said that the tenants will be made the proprietors 
of land oocupied by them by any fraudulent means to the detriment of the 
interests of landlords. Asa matter of fact we should create such conditions 
in the State that may help in the solution of the problem in a satisfactory 
way. Those people'who claim to be enthusiastic champions of the interests 
of tenant class only want to stimulate unrest among both the sections of 
people. On the one hand they provoke the landlords that their land is 
going to be snatched away under the Congress Government regime and on 
the other hand they -instigate the tenants to stop payment of land revenue 
as the Government is not safeguarding their interests. Such fissiparous 
tendencies are doing incalculable harm to the people living in villages 
especially in the border State like ours. Such people are in fact fifth- 
columnists in the State and their activities must be condemned unreserved- 
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ly. These people pose themselves to be great sympathisers of landlords 
also and they should not forget that nothing will be done to operate to the 
detriment of the interests of landlords and that they (landlords) would in no case 
be deprived of their proprietary rights af the land owned by them. Such 
conditions will be created in the State in which agriculture may not have 
any set-back. The allotment of land that has been made to the persons 
does not confer upon them anyright, title or interest in the land for ever 
but the Government may adjust such land against the compensation they 
might get in lieu of the land left behind by them in case any settlement is 
arrived at with the Pakistan Government. The number of such persons who 
owned more than 250 acres of land in Pakistan is 2244. The total area of 
land that has been allotted is 13,40,427, acres. There are 272 allottees 
who have been allotted more than 250 acres ofland and the total area of 
such land comes to 85, 968 acres. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Heretofore, the hon. Chief Minister used to make 
“laralapa’’ in his speeches, but now my hon. Friend Sardar Partap Singh 
is doing the same. 


v Mr. Speaker: The hon. lady Member should know what she is 
talking. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: What does this ‘‘laralapa’’ mean ? 
Sardar Swaran Singh: Sir, it means wild promises. 


Sardar Partap Singh: Sir, it is not ‘Jaralapa,, as ‘the hon. 
Lady Member has remarked but a genuine desire to solve this problem. 
But it requires understanding, patience, courage and forbearance to solve 
this problem and if my hon. Friends would show this moral rectitude, 
they would surely find a solution of this problem. When the Deputy 
Speaker was occupying the Chair, my hon, Friend Sardar Sajjan 
Singh had remarked that he was not returned on the Congrees ticket. But 
may I ask him that if it were not so, why did he avail of the facilities 
provided by the Congress including the use of Congress lorry ? Ifa person 
after being elected signs the Congress pledge, he becomes a full-fledged 
member of the Congress. Then he became a Parliamentary Secretary. 
Under these circumstances, he having signed a pledge of a party and enjoyed 
fruits of advantages, how could he refuse to remain under Congress discipline ? 
(Interruptions). 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : Sir, many irrelevant things have been 
introduced in the discussion and I am prepared to refute the allegations 
that have been made by my hon. Friend Sardar Partap Singh during 
the course of his speech. 


VY . Mr. Speaker: I think that point need not be pressed now. 


fee a a 


The Assembly then adjourned till 10 A. M.on Friday, 17th March 1950. 
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PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


FIRST SESSION OF THE FIRST PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
Friday, 17th March 1950. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Simla, at 10 a.m. of the — 
c och, Mr, Speaker (The hon. Sardar Kapoor Singh) in the Chair. 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


CONSOLIDATION OF HOLDINGS 


*1462. Shri Bhagat Ram Chodka : Will the hon. Minister for Education 
be pleased to state when the Government proposes to take in hand the work 
of Consolidation of Holdings ? es 


The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh: Government has decided to take 
in hand work of Consolidation ona large scale during the financial year 


1950-51. Money for it has been provided in the budget. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : May I know when the Government 
actually proposes to take in hand the work of consolidation of holdings 
whether it would be before the commencement of the financial year, during 
it or after this year is out ? 


Minister: The work has already been started in certain districts. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: As the hon. Minister says that the work 
of consolidation of holdings has been taken in hand, do I take it that the 
personnel required for this work, are on the job or they will soon be put on 
the job? | 


Minister: At certain places they are doing the work and at others 
they will soon take the work in hand. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I knowin which districts the work 
of consolidation has been started ? 


Minister: I require notice for that. But I may tell him that the 
work is done in -groups of villages. They first fix up their headquarter or a 
central place and start their operations from that centre. | 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: I want to know the districts in which 
the work has been started ? . . 


Minister: If the hon. Member gives notice, the necessary information 
will be collected. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Has the hon. Minister ;any idea whether 
the work is in progress in one district or in more than one district ? 
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Minister : The work has been started in more than one district. 


Pandit ShriRam Sharma: May I know whether it has been started 
in the Rohtak district or in any districts of the Haryana Prant ° 


Minister : Notice is required for collecting this information. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Will the hon. Minister please tell us as to 
which of the districts, out of the six mentioned in the Budget, have been 
selected for the wrok of consolidation of holdings ? 


Minister: I require notice for this. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: It has been provided in the Budget that 
the work of consolidation of holdings is to be taken up in six districts. May 
I know whether the work has been started in these districts only or in 
some other district also ? 


Minister: The intention of the Government is to start the work in 
all the districts except Simla and Kangra. 


Fandit Shii Ram Sharma: Since the  ccnsolidation work has been 
taken in hand, should I take it that the patwaris till recently busy with 
allotment of lands have become free to be utilised for this job ? 


Minister: The hon. Member’s conjecture is correct. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know whether any officer has 
been appointed to organise this work ? 


Minister :* Yes, a Director has been appointed and besides the 
services of certain officers of the Cooperative Department, who are well versed 


in this work, have been placed under him. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Do I takeit that a new department has 
been set up to carry out the work of consolidation of holdings ? 


Minister: Yes please. 


Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: May I know whether at places where 
consolidation of holdings has been started, applications will be invited by 
Government from zamindars for getting their holdings consolidated or 
Government will do this job of their own accord ? 


Minister : Since consolidation of holdings is to be done on compulsory 
basis, it is not necessary for any person to apply for the purpose of consolida- 
tion of his holdings. However, the Government reserves the right af 


discretion in the matter, 

Sardar Bachan Singh: May I know whether any training in the 
pwork of consdlidation of holdings, has been imparted to anybody, for 
urposes of utilising his services in this work which is likely to expand very 
much ? 


Minister : Government have trained personnal who impart training to 
other persons attached with them in the execution of the work. 
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STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS (10)3 


GOVERNMENT INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL, ROHTAK. 


*1468 Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the -hon. Minister for Development 
be pleased to state :— | 


(a) the total number of students who completed their training 
e- up-to-date in the Government Industrial Training School, 
Rohtak, in its different departments since 15th August, 1947 ; 


(b) the total amount spent on the school during this period ; 


(c) the manner in which the training imparted by the Industrial 
School, helped the students to find employment or set up their 
own business ; 


: (d) whether the recommendations of the Prabh Singh Committee 
formed for the purpose have since been implemented ? 


The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa : 


(a) Owing to the mass migration of Muslims to the West Punjab, 
after the partition, there were only 4 students on the roll of 
Government Industrial School, Rohtak and out of these 3 
have completed their training. 57 students joined subsequen- 
tly. As the course of training extends over 2 years, these 
students will complete their training by 1950. 


(b) Total amount spent on the School during this period is 
Rs. 68, :094/- but a sum of Rs, 23141/- has been realized- on 
account of sale proceeds of the manufactured articles. This 
reduces the net expenditure to Rs. 44, 953/- only. 


(c) One of the passed. out students, has secured service and the 
other two have started their own business. 


(d) The matter is receiving attention of Goverement. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: The reply to part (d) of the question has been 
given that ‘the matter is receiving attention of the Government’. I want to- 
know since how long the Prabh Singh Committee Report has been under the 

° consideration of the Government ? 


m Minister : Since when it was received by the Government. 


' Shri Dev Raj Sethi: I want a definite reply, just as my question is ` 
i definite. The reply of the hon. Minister is evasive. I request the hon. 
Speaker to ask him to give a definite reply to my question. 


or, Speaker: My difficulty is that I cannot compel an hon. Minister. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: It has been stated in the reply that there were 
am only four students studying there. May I know the number of teachers 
employed to impart training to them ? ; 


Minister : I require notice for this. 


_ Chaudhri Sunder ‘Singh : ‘What is the number of Hindu students 
receiving training there ? 
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Minister - If the hon. Member gives notice, necessary information will 
be ce for him. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: In view af the fact that only 4 students 
were receiving training in the said Industrial School and the Government 
had to incuran expenditure amounting to Rs. 68000/- for its maintenance, 
will the hon. Minister please state whether it is intended to save this money 
from being wasted ? 


Minister: After partition the Muslim students had left and only 
four Hindu Sikh students remained. Since the object of the Government was 
not to close this institution, but to continue it, it was decided not to dispense 
with the services of the teaching staff. Afterwards the number of students rose, 
as I have already stated it has gone up to 57. In view of this it is not the 
intention of the Government to apply any cut in the expenditure. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Do I take it that the number of students 
was reduced to 4 as a result of the exit of the Muslim students or that the 
Hindu and Sikh students had also left the. institution due to bad 
management ? 


Minister : Since the hon. Member belongs to that place, he knows better 
whether the arrangements in the school were good or bad or whether and 
why only 4 Hindu and Sikh students were left. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sbarma: May I know since when the responsibility 
of imparting such information had been passed on to the hon. Members ? 


Minister : Ever since the Members have begun to ask such questions. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Is it a fact that even before partition of the 
province the number of students in that school was not more ;than a dozen ? 


Minister : J require notice for this. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: May I know whether Government received any 
complaints regarding the non-supply of necessary materials required for 
training ? 


Minister : No such complaint has so far come to my notice. 


DEPOSITS OF HINDUS AND SIKHS IN THE CO-OPERATIVE BANKS, 
PUNJAB (PAKISTAN). 


#1542. Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: Will the hon. Minister for Develop- 
ment be pleased to state :— 


(a) the total amount of money belonging to Hindu and Sikh 
depositors lying as deposits in the Co-operative or Zamindara 
Bank (now in West Punjab) at the time of partition ; 


(b) whether it is a fact that Hindu'and Sikh depositors have sent 
innumerable representations to the Government for the refund 
of their deposits referred to above ; 


(c) what steps, if any, have been taken by the Government for 
receiving the refund of the deposits ? 
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The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa : 
(a) Rs. 59, 81, 313/-/- 


(b) Yes. 


‘(c) This Government have been pursuing the question of refund of 
this amount with the West Punjab authorities at Dominion 
level. An Inter-Dominion Agreement on Banking was reached 
at Lahore on the 22nd and 23rd April, 1949, and the terms of 
this agreeemnt are still in the/ process of implementation. The 
West Punjab Government have yet to refund these deposits 
along with other amounts due from them on account of 
Securities etc. of Cooperative institutions in this State and the 
matter has been referred to the Government of. Pakistan 
through the Government of India. 


Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: Is it a fact that banks have received some 
payments out of the amount of Rs 11,16,00,000 left by the Muslims ? 


Minister : We have received some bank securities. 


Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha : Is it the intention of the Government to give 
any money to Hindu and Sikh depositors against the security of the amount 
of Rs. 11,16,00,000 left by the Muslims here ? 


Minister: The amount referred to by the hon. Member was deposit- 
ed in the Punjab Provincial banks. All the amount is not lying with us. 
However, efforts are being made to get the amount left over there. 

® 


Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: Is it the intention of the Government to 
make the payments in ase no payments are made by the West Punjab 
Government ? | 


Minister: This will be decided pecoramns to the policy which would 
be laid down by the Government. 

Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: Isit a fact that the Government has not 
laid down any policy so far ? 


Minister: The policy has to be laid down by the Central Government 
and not by our Government. 


Sardar Swaran Singh ; In view of the fact that co-operative banks in 
general and the ordinary banks have suffered a great loss, 1s it the intention 
of the Government to press for the recovery of the deposits of Hindus and 
Sikhs lying in the co-operative Banks in Pakistan ? 

Minister : When we want to decide about the Co-operative institutions 
with the Pakistan Government then they take up the questions of banks and 
vice versa. 

Sardar Partap Singh : Has the Government thought it fit to take any 
retaliatory measures ? 


Minister : It is not in our power to do so. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it within the power of the hon. 
Minister to do so ? 


Minister : I have already stated that. 


SESS rr a 
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GROW MORE FOOD CAMPAIGN 


* 1546. Shri Virendra: Will the hon. Minister for Development be | 
pleased to state :— | 


(a) the steps taken by the Government to encourage the “Grow More ag 
Food Campaign” in the state ; 


(b) the results of this Campaign, if any ? 


The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: (a) A Cabinet Sub Commit- 
tee has been constituted in order to arrive at quick decisions and provide the a 
necessary link between the various Departments in the execution of Grow 
More Food Schemes. A Director of Food Production has been appointed to 
control and supervise the progress of the Campaign in the | 
State. The Deputy Commissioners have been made wholly and solely res- nal 
ponsible for the success of ‘the Campaign in their districts. To assist the 
Deputy Commissioners in this work, District, Tahsil and Village Food Pro- 
duction Committees have been organised, the membership of which consists of 
officials as well as non-officials. Besides, Government have sanctioned a num- 
ber of schemes such as Extension of irrigation from Canals, sinking of wells, 
construction of Tubewells, manufacture of compost in villages and by Muni- 
cipal Committees, Reclamation and Mechanical cultivation of Land, Anti 
Erosion and Soil Conservation etc. etc During the year 1949-50 about Rs. 
160 lakhs will be spent in the execution of theses chemes. Another sum of 
about Rs. 186 lakhs would be spent during 1950-51 in furtherance of the 
Grow More Food Campaign. ° 


| 
2. Inorder to provide necessary fillip to the Campaign about a dozen | 

legislations have been enacted such as East Punjab Seeds and Seedlings Act, 

East Punjab Diseases, Pests and Noxious Weeds Act, East Punjab lteclama- 

tion of Land Act, East Punjab Utilization of Lands Act, the East Punjab 

Conservation of Manure Act, East Punjab Municipal and Small Town Compost 

Act etc. etc. | 


(b) Additional irrigation from Canals has been provided to about 2 
lakh acres of land during 1949-50 and it will increase to 3,45,000 acres during 
kharif and Rabi 1950-51. This will result in additional yield of food about 
40,000. tons during 1949-50 and about 70,000 tons during 1950-51. The other 
schemes are estimated to give an additional yield of 20,000 tons during 
1949-50 and about 50,000 tons during 1950-51. In calculating these figures, 
the additional yield expected to accrue from such schemes as destruction of 
monkeys, rats and jackals, domestication of wild cows, pitting of manure etc. 
has not been taken into consideration, as it is not possible to do so with 
accuracy. 


Shri Virendra : How much is the deficit of foodgrains in our province ? 
Minister : I require notice for this question. 


Sardar Ajit Singh: May I know if all the schemes in connection with - 
the Grow More Food Campaign are in name only ? 


Minister: The hon. Member will know that shortly. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Since when have these schemes been taken 
= into hand ? 
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Minister: Since April 1949- 


Sardar Bachan Singh: May I know whether the zamindars have been 
receiving any subsidy since this scheme has been taken into hand. Has the 
subsidy been stopped ? 


Minister: Subsidies have not been stopped and they have been receiv- 
ing them as usual. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: It has been stated by the hon. Minister 
that so much quantity of foodgrains was produced in connection with the 
Grow More Food Campaign. May I know if this increase in the production of 
foodgrains is due to the canal water or rain water ? 


Minister: Due to both. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: fs ita fact that we had rainfall in time as 
a result of which we were able to produce more. In the light of this fact, 
may I know if the Grow More Food Campaign is only a stunt ? 


Minister: The increased production of foodgrains is dependent upon 
both the rain water and canal water. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: How many monkeys have been destroyed ? 


Sardar Ajit Singh: Is it a fact that plantation of flowers has been 
stopped under the Grow More Food Scheme? Is it a fact that rains have also 
stopped immediately after stopping the plantation of flowers ? 


Shri Ranbir Singh: Is ita fact that Advisory Committees have been 
set up in the districts and tehsils in connection with the Grow More Food 


Campaign ° 
Minister: Yes. 


Pandit ShriRam Sharma: May I know as to how much quantity 
of foodgrains has been produced under the Grow More Food Campaign except 
that quantity which has been produced due to availability of more canal or 
rain water ? 


Minister: I require notice, 


Sardar Swaran Singh: May I know if the zamindars have been 
ensured of the prices of their foodgrains even in the event of any fallin the 
prices ? 


Minister: Such steps are taken after discussing the matter with the 
Central Government. However, Growers would not suffer any loss 


Sardar Swaran Singh : Sir, the rates that are fixed by the Government 
of India are only the maximum prices. May 1 know if in view of the fact that 
the zamindars are now giving up cultivation of ‘money crops’ and are paying 
more attention towards growing foodgrains in pursuance of the ‘Grow More 
Food’ drive of the Government. the Government intends taking any steps 
with a view to ensuring that the prices of HOON EES do not fall below a certain 
minimum ?/ 


Minister : The Government has never lost sight of this E A 
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Pandit Shfi Ram Sharma: Has the Government received any com- 
plaints, that flatterers and ‘toadies’ of old type have been appointed members 
of these- committees and that publicmen of nationalist views have been 
ignored : ? 


U Mr speaker: This can be discussed: when = particular demand 
comes before the House. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Sir, it is not for any personal reason that 
I am asking this question. It is in public interest, that persons holding 
nationalist views should be appointed to these committees. 


Chief Minister : Sir, if everybody who co-operates with the Government 
is considered to be a ‘toady’, then all Congressmen would be toadies. (Laughter.) 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Not all. There are a few such persons 
among them. 


\ 


IRON AND IRON AGRICULTURAL IMPL EMENTS. 


*1560. Shri Rattan Singh Tabib : Will the hon. Minister for Develop- 
ment be pleased to State :— 


(a) the weight of iron and iron agricultural implements, together 
with the number of each kind of such implements, supplied to 
the district of Ambala for the use of the cultivators of the 
district ; 


(b) the quantity of such supplies to each of the Agricultural 
Assistants tehsil-wise together with the names and. addresses 
of the cultivators who obtained the tools and implements from 
each of the Agricultural Assistants; 


i (c) whether the Government is aware of the fact that the quantity 
of iron tools and implements supplied for agricultural purposes 
to the above district were insufficient, if so, what action, if 
any, was taken ‘by the Government in the matter ? 


The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: 


(a) (i) About 345 tons of iron for big implements like persian 
wheels, buckets etc. has been released to the fabricators of 
Ambala district for Ambala, Jagadhri, Morinda, Kharar and 
Rupar during the last four quarters as under:— 


4th quarter 1948 (Oct.—Dec.) 93—13—0—0 tons 


Ist ,, ,, 1949 (Jan—March) 110 — 9—2—0 tons 
2nd ,, ,, 1949 (April—June) 51— 1—1—0 tons 
3rd ,„, ,„ 1949 (July—Sept) 90—12—0—0 tons 


ee ee ee ee 


Total 345—15—3—0_ tons 


The same weight after giving reasonable shortage to the fabricators :s 
taken back in the form of manufactured goods to be supplied to the 
cultivators. 
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(ii) In addition to the above, 50 tons of iron for small implements, 
like phallas for desi ploughs, spades etc. has been released 
for Ambala district and disposal instruction for 50 tons of iron 
more for cart wheels, phallas for desi ploughs Halls etc. have 
been issued for this district. Thus in all about 445 tons of 
iron has been allotted to this district. 


(b) A statement showing the requisite information is laid on the 
n tablet | 
(c) 4758 tons of iron has been allotted for the 4th period, 1949 
(Oct—Dec) but it has not been received so far. As soon as 
this supply is received it will be immediately released to the 
fabricators and thus there will be no shortage of implements. 


mee ce eve meet =e 


GROW MORE FOOD DRIVE IN AMBALA DISTRICT. 


a *1561. Shri Rattan Singh Tabib: Will the hon. Minister for 
Development be pleased to State :— 


(a) the amount spent by the Deputy Commissioner, Ambala in 
connection with the‘ Grow More Food Drive? in the 
distriċt since the formation of the District Food Production 
Committees ; 


(b) the amount of work done by these Committees in each Tahsil 
and the amount spent there-on separately ; 


(c) the names and designations of officers of the Ambala Distric! 
who actually took part in the above mentioned drive and 
the amount of travelling allowance drawn by each of the said 

Officer upto .the end of February, 1950 ; 


(d) the number of vehicless supplied by the Government to the Ambala 
district for thispurpose and the names and designation of the 
officer under whose charge the vehicles have been put ; 


~ 


(e) the amount spent on the purchase of petrol for each of 
such vehicles ? 


The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa : 
(a) Rs. 21, 894/9/3 spent upto the 28th February, 1950 in respect 


~ of staff and cost of vehicles purchased etc. 
i (b) The Committees have convened meetings,’ discussed local 
poe problems of food production and prepared plans to execute such 


work in an effective manner. No amount has been spent on 
these Committees. EE 


(c) (i) S. No. Name of Officer. i Designation. 

1. N. Sehgal Esq. I. C. S. Deputy Commissioner. 

E 2. S. Umrao Singh, P. A S.. E. A DA. Ambala. 

a 3. S. Harkishan Singh P.C.S. S. D. O.(Civil) Rupar. 
4. Sh Kanwar Bhan,,. Revenue. Assistant. 
5. S. Thakar Singh. Civil Surgeon. 
tKept in the library oe | E 
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[Minister ior Development, | 


S. No. Name of Officer : Designation 
6. S. Balbir Singh. | Supdt. Civil Veterinary 
| i Department. 
7. S. Thakar Singh. Asstt. Registrar, Cooperative 
Societies, West. 
8. Shri. C. K. Bannerjee. Asstt. Registrar, Cooperative 
Societies, East. 
9. Ch. Khazan Singh. District Inspector of Schools. 
<10. Dr. J.R. Chaudhri District Medical officer of Health. 
11. S. Chet Singh Secretary, District Board, Ambala. 
12. Shri Balram Bhandari. District Food Conrtroller, Ambala. 
13. S. Narinjan Singh. District Publicity Officer, Ambala 
14. S. Jalmeja Singh, Divisional Forest Officer, Ambala. 
15, L, Harikishan Bajaj. Panchayat Officer, Ambala. 


üu NoT. A. has been drawn by these officers specifically for Grow 
More Food work. This work is being done by them in the 
course of their normal duties. 


(d) (1) 2 Vehicles 
(ii) Shri N. Sehgal, I. C. S., D. C., Ambala. 


(e) Rs. 1021/14/9 has been spent upto 28. 2. 50 on the purchase of 
petrol for one vehicle. The second vehicle has been purchased 
recently. | 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know whether the District and 
Tehsil Food Production Committees in Ambala district, have been formed 
by the Government or by nomination by the Deputy Commissioner ? 


Minister: By the local authorities. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma ; Are there any general instructions in 
force, or have any special instructions been issued with regard to the composi- 
tion of these committees ? 


Minister : General instructions were issued, that such committees 
should be formed. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is the Government giving the local 
authorities an entirely free hand, as to the composition and strength of these 
commitees and the proportion of officials and non-officials on them ? 


«= Mr. Speaker: It is a general question. 


CHO-RECLAMATION SCHEME IN HOSHIARPUR DISTRICT. 


*1565. Sardar Shiv Saran Singh : Will the hon. Minister for 
Development be pleased to state :— 


' (a) whether it ts a fact that some short-term proposals were made 
by the Cho-Reclamation Committee at its meeting held at 
Hoshiarpur sometime back; if so, the action taken by the 
Government thereon ; , 
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(b) the total amount of money allocated by the Government for 
the scheme of Cho-Reclamation in the Hoshiarpur district ? 


The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: 


(a) Yes Most of the recommendations have been accepted and 
the Chief Conservator of Forests, and- Deputy Commissioner, 
Hoshiarpur have been asked to take necessary steps to 
implement them. 


(b) Rs. 28, 000/- have been provided for the current financial year. 


Sardar Ajit Singh : May I know if the bulldozers will be made available 
in connection with the Cho-Reclamation scheme ? 


Minister: Those which have been secured in connection with “Grow 
More Food” schemes, will also be made available for this purpose. 


asita amia dia at 


CH. BHIM SINGH, DISTRICT ELECTORAL OFFICER, FEROZEEPUR. 


"1483. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be 
pleased to state :— | 


(a) whether the attention of the Government has been drawn to 
some strictures passed about Chaudhri Bhim Singh, D.strict — 
Electoral Officer, Ferozepur, and S, Amarjit Singh Tehsildar, 
Moga, by the Election Petitions Tribunal while disposing of 
the Election Petition of S Kartar Singh against S Rattan Singh, 
M. L. A., as published in East Punjab Government Gazette, 
Part. I, dated 9th September, 1949 ; | 


(b) if the answer to part. (a) above be in the affirmative, what action 
has been taken by the Government or is proposed to be taken 
against the aforesaid officers ; 


(c) whether my letter No. 1997, dated 9th December, 1949 on the 
subject referred to above wasreceived by thehon. Premier 
on or about the 12th December, 1949 ; and whether on that 
letter any-enquiry was ordered, and if so, with what results ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) Yes. 


(b) The explanation of Ch. Bhim Singh was called for and consi- 
dered by Government As his explanation was found to be 
satisfactory, no action was taken against him. S Amarjit Singh, 
the then Tehsildar, Moga was killed during the disturbances 
following the partition and the question of taking action 
against him does not arise. ea 


(c) The hon. Member’s letter dated the 9th December, was 
received by Government on the 15th December 1949 when the 
matter was already under the consideration of Government. 
The result of the enquiry has been explained in part (b) 
above, 


ETDS ~'SSSsS 


(10)12 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [17th March 1956 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: May I know if the hon. Chief Minister has 
perused the words. ‘‘Chandhri Bhim Singh went out of his way to help 
Sardar Rattan Singh? ? Has he given consideration to this remark of 
the Tribunal-? 


Chief Minister : The Government has given consideration to the whole 
matter, which means everything that was conveyed to it. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: I had thought it might have escaped his notice. 


Chief Minister: I have followed its meaning all right. The hon. 
Member need not worry. 


eT 


COLLECTIVE FINES. 


“1434. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be 
pleased to state :— 


(a) what efforts, if any, have been made by the. Government for 
the recovery of the collective fines imposed on the various 
areas referred to in a statement accompanying the reply 
to un-starred question No. 252 if so, with what results ; 


(b) whether the arrears upto 30-9-1949 of the collective fines, have 
been realised if so, the amount realised from each area between 
1-10-49 and 28-2-50 ; 


(c) whether no such fine was realised from the districts of Rohtak, 
| Hissar and Ludhiana upto 30-9-49; if so, the reasons 
therefor ; 


(d) the decision, if any, which the Government has arrived at 
regarding the refund of the collective fines realised in view 
of the reply to un-starred question No. 252 ? | 


‘The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) (b) & (c) Recoveries have been 
stopped pending further examination of the whole matter. No collective 
fine was, however, imposed in the Hissar District. 


(d) No decision has yet been arrived at. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: This matter of recovery of the collective 
fines has been under the consideration of the Government for the last two 
years, may I know how much time will it take more ? 


Chief Minister: The Government will take a decision in the matter 
in due course, 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: May Lknow under what considerations the 
Government exempted Rohtak district. A collective fine of rupees four lakhs 
was to be realised from that district but not a single penny has been recovered 
so far ? 
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Chief Minister : That district has not been exempted but the matte’ 
has been postponed till further consideration. 


. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Which are those fines, the recovery o 
which has been stopped or postponed ? ' 


Chief Minister: I will furnish the necessary details, if the họn. 
Member gives fresh notice of the question. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know from which districts the 
collective fines have not been realised ? | 


Chief Minister : The recoveries in respect of districts mentioned in 
part (c) of the question have been postponed pending further consideration. 
REINSTATEMENT OF VILLAGE HEADMEN AND GOVERNMENT SERVANTS 

DISMISSED BY BRITISH FOR POLITICAL REASONS 


* 1435. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be 
pleased to state :— | 

(a) the decision, if any, arrived at by the Government for reinstating 
(i) those village headmen or their heirs who were either dismissed for their 
sympathies with Congress, Kisan and Akali movements during the British 
regime or who had resigned during the non-co-operation movement of 1920-21 
(ii) the names and number of the Government servants who were dismissed 
or made to resign by the British Government for their political activities ; 


(b) whether it is proposed to restore to the Government servants 
their pensions forfeited by the British Government for their political 
activities ? 

The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : (a) (i) The question of the re-in- 
statement of village headmen or their heirs who were dismissed for political 
reasons during the British regime was considered but it was decided to drop 
the matter. | 

(ii) Such information is not available with us but efforts will be made 


"to collect it from the records of the Government of the Punjab (Pakistan). 


The information, if any when available will be supplied to the hon. 
Member. 

(b) Government have taken certain decisions with regard to the grant 
of the relief to ex-Government servants and ex-Government; pensioners who 
were penalised for their patriotic activities. Those decisions were embodied 
in a press note, a copy of which is laid on the tablet for ready reference. The 
claiments have been invited to prefer their claims to the Department concerned. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Is it not a fact that these persons have submit- $ 
ted their claim for compensation to the Government ? 


Chief Minister: If the hon. Member gives fresh notice of this question, 
necessary information will be supplied to him. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Is it not afact that these persons who have 
submitted their claim have several times reminded the Government but no | 
action has been taken by the Government. I understand that village headmen 
belonging to’Hoshiarpur and Jullundur districts sent so many representations 
and also many reminders to this effect ? 
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Chief Minister: It does not mean that the Government have not con- 
sidered their matter. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh : -May I know whether it would not be possible 
for the Government to appoint these people or their heirs as village headmen ? 


Chief Minister: Each case will be considered on its own merits. The | 
dismissal in such cases does not constitute any disqualification for them to be a 
again appointed as such in future. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh : Isit that this punishment of dismissal has been 
awarded because they were nationalists ? 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: When efforts are being made to refund the 
amount of fine that had been imposed upon them and that their names are 
also not included in the black list, then may I know under what grounds these 
-people cannot be appointed as village headmen again ? 


Chief Minister: There are certain administrative difficulties as it is not ‘ 
possible to remove the present incumbents. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know what are those administrative 
difficulties ? : 


Chief Minister: You will know when you take charge of the office. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: May I know whether Government is prepared 
to grant any compensation to those headmen who were dismissed ? 


Chief Minister: The question of compensation does not arise as these 
headmen only get ‘Panjotra’. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Is{it because of their number being very 
large that the Government has dropped the matter of granting any compensa- 
tion to them ? 


Chief Minister: I require notice 


- Chaudhri Sher Singh: May I know whether the cases of those who 
resigned will also be considered at the time of reinstating these people if there 
is no administrative difficulty for doing so ? 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: May I know whether any inconvenience has 
been experienced by the Revenue officers or the Police officers that discrimina- 
tion has been shown between the village headmen wno took part in the 
political activities and other persons charged with political activities ? 


ND ergy ees 


REDEMFTION AND PRE-EMPTION SUITS 


*1436. Sardar Sajjan Singh : Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state :— | 


(a) whether the Government is aware of the fact that many redemp- = 

tion and preemption suits of the people now residing in the 
Patti area of the Amritsar district were pending in the civil and 
revenue courts of Kasur Sub-division and Lahore district 
including the Commissioner’s Financial Commissioners and in 
the Lahore High Court before partion ; 
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(b) whether any arrangements have been made by the Government 
for the transference of the files of the pending suits from 
Pakistan to East Punjab; if so, with what result, if not the 
reasons therefor ; 


(c) what arrangements, if any, have been made by the Government 

for the transference of the deposits made in courts regarding 

i the pending suits referred to above; if not, the reasons 
therefor ; 


(d) whether any representations were received by the Government 
from the parties of the pending suits referred to above to get 
their cases transferred to East Punjab courts ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) Yes. 


(b) & (c) The Inter-Dominion agreement of December, 1948, had 
enjoined the Dominions of India and Pakistan to refund court 
‘ deposits by one Dominion to the nationals of the other. When 
written applications were actually forwarded to the West 
Punjab Government by our Deputy High Commissioner at 
Lahore, for passing necessary orders for refund, the West Punjab 
Government stated that the Courts in West Punjab could only 
sanction refunds when the applicants personally attended their 
courts and presented applications bearing the requisite amount 
of court-fee. Since both these conditions were very difficult to 
be fulfilled by our nationals, the matter was subsequently taken 
up by the Inter-Dominion Commission on Evacuee Property at 
their meeting held on 21st-23rd April, 1949, and the Commission 
recommended to the two Dominions to effect necessary modifi- 
cations in law or procedure to ensure the refund of court 
depasits to the evacuees of eithér dominion without personal 
. presence and on the deduction of a sum equivalent to the stamp 
duty chargeable on an application to be made to the court 
granting the refund. The matter has since been pending a 
settlement between India and Pakistan. 


(d) Some such requests were received and the Government of Punjab 
(Pakistan) was requested to transfer the files to this province. 


— ee ee oom 


SEARCH DEPOSITS. 
* 1437. Sardar Sajjan Singh : Will the hon. Chief Minister þe pleased 
\ 


> ' to state :— 
: (a) whether any efforts have been made. by ‘the Government for the 
- transference of the persona! search deposits of the undertrials 
| lying in the criminal courts at Kasur and Lahore before 
partition ; 


(b) the results of those efforts ? 
The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) Yes. The general question 


pæ of the transfer to this Province of deposits and valuables on 


account of cases pending in Criminal Courts in which the 
owners were non-Muslims including the personal search deposits 
of the under-trials undergoing trials in Courts in the united 
Punjab before partition was taken up with the representatives 
of the Punjab (Pakistan) Government at the meeting of the 
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Punjab Partition Committee held at Lahore on the 18th and 19th 

November 1949. The representatives of Punjab (Pakistan) | 

Government were of the view that the Punjab Partition | 

Committee was not concerned with this iter and 

it should be brought forward before a competent Forum, -9 

The competent Forum is the Inter-Dominion Implementation < j 

Committee which was decided to be set-up under the Inter- i | 

Dominion agreement of April, 1949. We are having correspon- 

dence with the Punjab, (Pakistan) Government in regard to the | 
` meeting of the latter committee. l | 


(6) Does not arise. 


DEPOSITS IN REDEMPTION AND PRE-EMPTION SUITS OF NON-MUSLIMS : 
OF LAHORE, KASUR AND CHUNIAN TEHSILS. A 


*143€. Sardar Sajjan Singh : Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state :— 


(a) whether the Government is aware of the fact that several 
redemption and preemption suits of non-Muslim residents of 
Kasur, Lahore and Chunian Tehsils of the Lahore District 
who migtated to India after partition were pending in the 
revenue and the civil courts at Kasur and Lahore ; : 


J 


(b) whether any arrangements have been made by the Government 
for the transference of the deposits made in courts in connection 
with the aforesaid cases ; if not, the reasons therefor ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) Yes. - 


(b) The Inter-Dominion agreement of December, 1948, had enjoined 
the Dominions of India and Pakistan to refund court deposits ° 
by one Dominion to the nationals of the other. When written 
applications were actually forwarded to the West Punjab 
Government by our Deputy High Commissioner at Lahore, for 
passing necessary orders for refund, the West Punjab Govern- 
ment stated that the Courts in West Punjab could only sanction 
refunds when the applicants personally attended their courts 
and presented application bearing the requisite amount of 
court-fee. Since both these conditions were very difficult 
to be fulfilled by our nationals, the matter was subsequently 
taken up by the Inter-Dominion Commission on Evacuee 
Property at their meeting held on 2Ist-23rd April, 1949, and 
Commission recommended to the two Dominions to effect : 
necessary modifications in law or procedure to ensure the - 
refund of court deposit to the evacuees of either dominion 
without personal presence and on the deduction of a sum 
equivalent to the stamp duty chargeable on an application 
to be made to the court granting the refund. The matter 
has since heen ponding a settlement between India and 
Pakistan. on 


anme ee ee ee, 


LEGAL PRACTITIONERS AND PETITION. WRITERS. 


*1474. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state the number and names of the legal practitioners and the petition- 
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writers in the Punjab whose licenses were suspended or cancelled during the last 
two years together with the dates of suspension, particulars of charges, ‘and 
the period of suspension in each case ? 


The hon. Dr Gopi Chand Bhargava: There was no case in which the 
jia licence of any legal practitioner was suspended or cancelled during the last 


. tow years. As regards petition writers a statement containing the required 
information is attached. * 


ee ee es 


DISTRIBUTION OF WATER FROM BHAKRA DAM AND TANGAL, 


- PROJECT. 
*1475. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state ? . 
jane . oœ 
(a) whether any final decision has been arrived at about the 
` distribution of water from Bhakra Dam for purposes of SRRA 
tion between the Punjab and the adjoining states ; soo 

(b) which parts of. what districts in the Punjab are proposed to 
be irrigated by the Bhakra Dam ; 7 

(c) whether. any areas in ; Tehsil Rohtak will also benefit by the 
above project ; 

(d) the time by which the landlords may expect water from Nangal 
for non-perennial irrigation ? 

The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : 

(a) No final decision has been arrived at. Negotiations are in 
progress. 

(b) The following districts of the Punjab are proposed to be 
irrigated direct in whole or in part from the Bhakra Dam; 

Jullundur 
_Ferozepore 
Ludhiana 
| Karnal 
. Hissar 
2 Ambala. 
(c) The Rohtak area thatis at present being irrigated from the 
a. Western Jumnh Canal will receive increased supply as a result 
i of the part or complete transfer of Sirsa Branch from the 
WDestern Jumna to the Bhakra Dam Canals. 

(d) This depends upon the availability of funds. Government is 
making all efforts to secure as great an allotment as possible 
from the Government of India, 

"i T 
4 Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Does the Government intend to supply water 
in particular areas of District Hissar or throughout the District ? 
Chief Minister: Answer can be given on notice when Government 
on is aware of the quantity of water that would be available, 
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_. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: What is the estimate of extra water that 
will be given to District Rohtak after the completion of Bhakra -Dam ? 


Chief Minister : This district will get water from the Sirsa Branch, 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: But what isthe estimate. of!-water that 
would’ be given ? ; 


| Chief Minister : That estimate would be possible when. we know how i 
much water is to be given to the three states. 


Sardar Shiv Saran Singh: Is it a- fact, that decision. was: taken to 
construct a canal from Thana Bala Chaur: , | 


T Chief Minister ; Answer can be given on. notice ; | as 


folks 


Chaudhri Sher Singh : As Government has reduced the supply of 
water for District Rohtak from water of whole of Sirsa Branch to part of it, 
may T ask if there are any apprehensions that, that p u also vanish. 


Í ‘Chief Minister: That part will not vanish.. _ 


í 
Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will Sirsa water. .be spried: o. areas where ' 
water is being given already or to other areas as well ?- he. i | 

| 


¿7 Chief Minister : Non-perennial area would be made porennial and i! 
fiers is water it may go to other areas also, 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Does it mean that irrigated area will increase ? 


Chief Minister: It will. 

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will water be supplied: to those areas e, g., 
Tehsil Jhajiar which suffer for scarcity of rain ? 

Chief Minister : It depends upon the level of the place. 


Fandii Shri Ram Sharma: Will different districts named by the hon. 
Chief Minister have any order of prefrence in the matter of supply of water ° 


Chief Minister : That also depends on the level of the different places. 


Chaudhn Sher Singh: Has any survey*been undertaken for ascertain- 
ing level of different places ? a 


Chief Minister : Survey is being done. 


ay a | ne 
ELECTORAL ROLLS. 


* 1478. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the hon. Chief Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Government has reccived a copy of the resou- 
tion of the Punjab Provincial Congress Working Committee, passed in its 
méeting held on 9th January, 1950, requesting the Government. to proceed j 
with the preparation of Electoral Rolls after the refugee population has been 
finally settled on land and after the camps are completely e i.e. after d 
June, 1950 ; if so, the steps taken by the Government in the matter ? 


“The ‘hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: As an electoral roll has been 
prepared only recently at a considerable cost, Government do not propose to 
havea fresh roll prepared as suggested by the hon. Member. They have 
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however moved the Government of India to make a provision in the New 
Electoral law authorising the transfer of the name of a displaced person 
entered in one constituency to another constituency. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi : Will not the Government consider the advisability 
of preparing the electoral rolls after those still living in camps and about 50% 
population of every district whic: has been dislocated owing to rehablitation 
schemes have been properly settled? 


Chief Minister: That isa request. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the electoral rolls be completely 
revised or only an addendum shall be issued by the Government ? 


Chief Minister: If changes are too many the rolls may be wholly 
revised otherwise an addendum will do. . 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Persons who have shifted from one constitu- 
ency to another can be accommodated but what about those who have left 
the State as we could not give them accommodation ? : 


Chief Minister : If such people apply the Eoi will be con- 
sidcred and they will be included in the rolls. | ; 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Could not the Government set up an agency 
which should register the names of such people as the scheme of inviting 
applications from individuals appears impracticable ? 


Chief Minister: Government would consider if a regular proposal is 
made. | 

Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : I wish to remind the hon. Chief Minister 
that a request in this connection has already been made. Will it not be 
better if instead o appointing some individuals an agency is set up to 
help in this matter ? 


Chief Minister: If the hon. Member makesa suggestion in writing, 
the Government will consider it. : 

Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Has the Government considered the request mad 
by the Provincial Congress Committee in this matter ? 


Chief Minister : The Government considers the requests received by it. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Has the Government taken any action on the 
requests already received ? l 


eo 


. Chief Minister : I require notice. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: Will the request made by the Provincial 
Congress. Committee be treated in the same manner in which individual 
requests are treated ? 


Chief Minister: If the hon. Member so desires the government will 
have no objection. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: Request made by the Provincial Congress 
Committee is not an ordinary request. | 
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Chief Minister: hon, Shri Bhim Sen Sachar enquired if the govern- 
ment would be prepared to consider any request that might be made to it and 
I replied that it would certainly be considered. | 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Shri Dev Raj Sethi has already made a request. 
What action has the Government taken on it? Is it essential that more requests 
should be made ? 


Chief Minister: The hon. Member enquired if the government was 
prepared to consider any request that would be made to it and I replied that 
the Government had no objection to do so. If some request has already been 
made, it will be certainly considered. = 


Sardar Swaran Singh: A large number of persons have gone out of the 
state and many have come here from outside. All of them will not take the 
pains of getting necessary corrections made in the Electoral Roll. Will it not 
be better if the Government sets up some machinery to do this work itself ? 


Chief Minister: It would be very difficult to make fresh enrolment. If 
some institution wished to help the Government, we would ask our officers to 
make full use of that help. 


Sardar Swaran Singh : In the case of private institutions it might be 
thought that these were acting with some political motive. Would it not be 
better if the Government sets up some non-political agency to do this 
work ? 


Chief Minister : Everybody has a right to point out the mistakes and 
to get them corrected. If some person or organisation wishes to help in that 
matter, the Government will examine their request and make the necessary 
corrections. 


Sardar Swaran Siagh: Does the Government not realise that instead of 
making corrections on the basis of applications, more correct lists could be 
got prepared if an agency were established to do this work ? 


Chief Minister: It would make no difference for the public whether 
the lists were prepared by some individuals or an agency. These will be 
regarded as incorrect to the same extent. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: As everybody is not likely to apply for getting 
the necessary corrections made, would it not be better jf the government itself 
undertook to make those changes which the transfer of population necessiated ? 


Chief Minister: As I have already submitted it would be very difficult 
to prepare fresh Electoral Rolls. 


` Sardar Swaran Singh : How much help have the institutions given in 
the preparation of present Rolls ? 


Chief Minister: Everybody including the hon’ble Members of this 
House was asked to help the Governmênt in this matter and to give it widest 
possible publicity. 


Shri Behari Lal Chanapa : In the case of persons living in Delhi, will it 
be possible for the Government to give them the choice to vote at that place 
ąs well as in this State, so that they may have the best of both the worlds. 


with; 


[idhan Sabha 


| by; 
) 


Digital Library 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 

Panjab Digita 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS (10)2t 
t 


Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar: The hon. Chief Minister has s ated 
that everybody including the institutions were asked to help in the prepara- 
tion of Electoral Rolls. Did the Government give wide publicity to this fact 
and is it doing so now ? | 


Chief Minister: The Government did it as far as possible. 


Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar : Did the Publicity Officers of the Govern- 
ment give it due publicity in their respective places ? 


Chief Minister: Not only the Publicity Officers did so but I requested 
the hon. Members of this House also to give it wide publicity in their con- 
stituencies. What better publicity was possible ? 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Instead of requiring everybody to make an 
application, what objection has the Government to itself making those 
changes which are necessiated by the transfer of population on quasi-permanent 
allotment of lands ? Can’t the Government do it on the basis of their 
record ? 


Chief Minister: About four and a half lakh persons have been given 
quasi-permanent allotment scheme and there are about twelve lakhs of 
displaced persons among the voters If the Government undertakes to make 
alterations on the basis of record of allotments, it would amount to prepara- 
tion of fresh Electoral Rolls. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: What objection has the government to enter- 
ing the names of those persons who have been allotted land at a particular 
place in the rolls for that place and to remove them from those of the place 
where they had formerly settled ? 


Chief Minister: If the Government has to, do this work from the 
beginning, it would involve heavy expenditure and additional staff would have 
to be employed. If, however, acticn is taken ọn applications, the existing 
staff can do that work. | 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: The hon. Chief Minister has stated that 
making of supplementary arrangements would involve expenditure. Is he 
still prefered to consider any request that I might make in this connection ? 


Chief Minister: Certainly. I am sure that the hon. Member will 
make some useful suggestion. | f 


Shrimati Sita Devi: As the masses are illiterate, does the government 
consider the publicity given by it to be sufficient ? 


Chief Minister: I have requested the hon. Members to help the 
Government in giving it necessary publicity. If they can’t do it, what better 
arrangement can be made ? 


Shrimati Sita Devi : When elections are to be held on the basis of- 
adult franchise and the preparation of Electoral Rolls is sure to involve heavy 
expenditure, what harm is there if more money is spent in the matter of their 
correction ? 


Chief Minister: If my hon. friends help’ the Government in this 
matter, the purpose would be served without extra expenditure. 
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Mehta Ranbir Singh : On a point of personal explanation, Sir. An 
hon. Member remarked yesterday during the course of my speech that 
I had sold a car in black market. I did not take notice of that remark at 
that time. But after the meeting, I was asked by some people to clarify 
my position regarding that matter. I want to submit that I had a car even 
when I was not a member of the Assembly. Later on when I was jailed, that 
car was sold. Then again I purchased a car at controlled price in the 
united Punjab after getting a permit. After some time when control on 
cars was lifted, I purchased another car. In this way, I had two,cars before 
the partition of the country. I therefore decided to sell off one car and 


sold the one purchased under a permit and there was no restriction on sale 
and price of such cars. l : 


Dr. Sant Ram Seth : What price did the hon. Member get for that car ? 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Can an hon. Member make a sufficiently 
lengthy speech on a point of personal explanation ? 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: I sold the car toa friend of mine ata price 
lower than the market price ; and even if it was more than my cost, I don’t 
think I have done anything illegal in this business. I have however no 
hesitation in saying that if in the opinion of the Government I have acted 
in an illegal manner, a case may be brought against me. E 


_ Chief Minister: To purchase a thing at controlled “rate and then to 
sell it off at a higher price.is nothing but black market. 7 


een ee an 


Demands For Grants. 
CAPITAL OUTLY ON PROVINCIAL SCHEME OF STATE TRADING 


Minister For Development: (The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh 
Bajwa : Sir I, move :— 


That a sun not exeeeding Rs. 2, 59, 53, 800 be granted to 
the Governor to defray the charges that will come in 
course of payment for the year. 1950-51 in respect Of 
85-A-Capital Outlay on Provincial Schemes of State 
Trading. 


Mr. Speaker: Motion moved : 


That a sum not exceeding Rs. 2 59, 53, 800 be granted to 
the Governor to defray the charges that will come in 
course of payment for the year 1950-51 in respect of 85- 
A-Capital Outaly on Provincial Schemes of State Trading. 


I have received a number of notices of cut motions on this Demand 


and following the previous practice I will ask Sardar Sajjan Singh to: move 
his cut motion. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Sir, with your permission I want to ask 
whethet under this Demand we can discuss the Civil Supplies Department 
oS yakor or only the Food Procurement Scheme ? 


YY Mr. Speaker: If Civil Supplies Departmeat is included in this Demand 


you can discuss it; otherwise not. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: On a point of orde: Sir. I want to draw your 
attention to Rule 142 which lays down: 


| with; 


idh 
d by; 


an Sabha 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 

Panją 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS -o3 


Motions may be arranged in such order as the Speaker 
may, subject to the provisions contained ` in these 
Rules from time to time direct : 


Provided that where several motions are moved to the 
same figure priority shall be given to the motion 
proposing the greatest reduction and the other 
motions shall be arranged in the descending order of 
the amounts of reduction proposed. . 


So priority is to be given to the motion -proposing the greatest reduction 
and that-has been done by Sardar Ajit Singh. 


—" Mr. Speaker: Unfortunately hon. Members are trying to out-bid one 
another to get priority to their cut motions. The position is this. When 
a motion for a token cut is moved, the hon. Member moving it can oppose 
the demand as a whole and while doing so he can discuss the general policy 
of the Government under that particular demand. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: I only want to know whether the pr visa to 
the rule is to be ignored or re upon. 


Ta Mr. Speaker: It is open to the hon. Member to oppose .the ional 
as a whole even without moving any cut motion. , As I have alrealy said, 
the general policy of the Government underlying a ‘particular demand can be 
discussed on a cut motion for 100 rupees or. less, If, however,- the cut 
motion relates to particular item in the demand or a , particular -item has 


been sought to be deleted from the whole demand, discussion shall have to, 


be restricted to that particular item in the demand. 


(At this stage Mr. Speaker vacated the chair and it was occupied by 
Mr. Deputy Speaker). 


CIVIL SUPPLIES. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh (Patti, Sikh, Rural (Hindustani) : Sir I move: 
That the demand be reduced by Rs. 100/- I have certain reasons for making this 
motion. The Government has sought to get the sanction of the House on this 
Demand. While thinking over the policy of this Government I am reminded of 
the practice of a company of Khojas of Kasur, who could not get much profit 
on account of their social customs. In order to evade the custom, they had 
devised certain means. The father would sell things to his son after getting 
profit at the rate of one anna per rupee. The son in turn would get one anna 
profit by selling to his wife and the wife would get one anna of profit and sell 
it back to the father in law. It this way, they got profit at the rate of annas 
4 per rupee. Our Government, I would like to submit, surpasses even those 
Khojas in deceit and cunning. It has put the greatest burden of taxation 
on the zamindars. In 1948 our Government decided to distribute food grairs 
for seed purposed among the zamindars. The price at which. the Govern- 
ment procured wheat in our District in the month’ of ‘November 
was Rs. 13/14/10. The Department of Agriculture procured maximum 


wheat : from our District and I consider it unfortunate that the 


farmers of Amritsar District surrendered wheat at such a low price 


Government said that the cost price of wheat procured was Rs 2481/9 and 

that it sold the wheat at Rs 21/9/4. Isit not playing a fraud upon the public’ 
to say. that the wheat which the Government actually bought ` from the- 
people at Rs 13/14/10 per maund, was bought at: Rs\21/1/9 per maund and ` 
sold at Rs 21/9/4 per maund? May I ask the Government as to why this. 


cleyernessis played with the public ? In this manner the Government earned 


po 
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Rs 33, 88, 903 from the wheat which it brought for Rs 16, 62, 697, thus 
getting a saving of about seventeen lakhs and twenty five thousand rupees. 
This profit was reaped by the Government at the expense of the poor farmers 
including the refugee farmers. This is what may be called the exploitation 
which this department has indulged in. If our state trading is to be of <a 
this type it is better that we should not have such a state trading at all. r 


In 1949 the maximum price of wheat fixed was Rs 14/- The Goven- 
ment agency sold wheat at Rs 16/1/- My submission is that if anybody else 
sells an article at an enhanced price he is termed a black-marketer and 
punished. But if the Government. itself sells in the like manner no blame - 
is given to it. When the Government does not find itself bound to any 
rules or laws why should we consider it necessary to supply funds to it ? 
In this manner, we cannot allow the Government to indulge in this type 
of black marketting wë oppôse it with all the force at our command When 
an @rdinary black marketer is 'awarded a minimum of six month’s 
imprisonment I think such officer of the Government should be given at ` 
least six years imprisonment Why should the big persons escape ? When 
the Government agency sells wheat at Rs 16/-/ instead of at Rs 14/- how 
can it serve the people of the State ? 


Dr. Sant Ram Seth: The Government has to bear the expenses also. o 


Sardar Sajjan Singh : I admit this fact But have not the private 
businessmen also to bear such expenses ? They have no free aeroplanes 
running to carry their wheat from one place to another, nor do they get any 
money from foreign countries. They also spend on carrying wheat etc. to 
the market but'still their rates appear to be reasonable as compared with 
those of the Government. In my opinion the policy which the Government 
is pursuing in this matter is quite wrong and harmful to the State. Whenever 
we desire to have any information from the Government we are misled. The 
statements vary from the actual facts, I think our Congress Ministers do 
not appear to have done away with the evil practices of the British 
imperialism. No policy, which can be of any real benefit to the ignorant 
villagers, is being put into practice the Government does not do anything 
for the people at large. There is nobody who can call it to question. 
Black-market is indulged in fearlessly and boldly. No body pays heed to 
the poor. Sir, I have stated about the apparent black-market of the 
Government. If we have to take into account the latent black-market we 
should note the following incident. In Moga sometime back, Bajra remained 
lying on the platform Due to the shortage of wagons it was destroyed there. 
This is the efficency of our Government although the establishment at its 


disposal is so large. The way in which the whole machinery of the Govern- g 
ment is working is faulty. 


| Let us take into consideration, for example, the salaries of the Heads 
of the Departments on the one hand and those of the peons on the other. 
On comparison we find that whereas a Head of the Department is in the 
enjoyment of a salary of Rs. 1600/- per mensem, a poor peon gets a paltry 
sum of Rs. 20/8/- per month as his pay. If we calculate the disparity 
between the salary of a high ‘officer and that of the peon, it will be seen 
that the former gets eighty times more than what the latter gets. Now, Sir, 
when I think of the small salaries of the peons or junior clerks, I fail to 
understand how these people manage to make their both ends meet, 
particularly when the cost of living at Simla is extremely high. So when 
living becomes difficult, it is but natural that the junior clerks or for the 
matter of that low paid Government Servants have to tap other avenues or 
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sources to augment their income. This source can be nothing else except 
that of getting money through illegal means i.e. corruption. In: other 
words I fee] that Government are themselves responsible for lowering the 
morale or character of the people. They should realise that unless low 
paid Government servants are not given aliving wage, corruption cannot 
be extirpated from the State. I am constrained to remark that by launching 
trading schemes, Government have spoiled the morale of the public. I 
would again warn the Government that so long as they do not pay adequ- 
ate salaries cr living wages to their employees, corruption is bound to 
flourish and tke character of the people will certainly be impaired, I there- 
fore, request that the Civil Supplies Department should be reorganised in such 
a manner that each employee gets a living wage and is thus enabled to 
carry out his duties honestly. This will result in an improved and better 
working of the machinery of the Department. But I am pained to say that 
where “‘bi-tmane”’ i. e. dishonesty is the mainstay of the employees and 
also where they are refused a living wage and are thus compelled to resort 
to dishonest ways of making money, honesty is bound to be, consipicuous 
by its absence in that environment. 4 


Sardar Shiv Saran Singh: Sir, is the word ‘“bi-imane’’ parliamentary ? 
The hon. Member has used it more than once, =" 


YV Mr. Deputy Speaker: Isit parliamentary ? What is the opinion of the 
hon. Member ? | ise , 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: I will bow to any ruling that you are pleased 
to give in this connection. If you think it parliamentary, well and good; 
but if you feel otherwise, I withdraw it. ie Baas 


Well, Sir, there is a glaring defect in this trading scheme. ‘For instance 
Government are required to store large quantities of food grains like gram 
and wheat under it and the people. are bound to accept them for consump- 
tion under the Rationing rules. Howsoever wheevelled these food-grains, may — 


be, the people cannot import food-grains of good. quality from outside the 


rationed areas. Previously there used to bea rule that those people whose © 
lands fell within the rationed areas, were allowed to bring their own produce’ 
to the extent to which they were entitled under the rules for purposes of 
cousumption for one year. These people could eat their own produce but 
were debarred from drawing their rations from Government Ration depots. 
But since the introduction of the Rationing Scheme for the second time, this 
concession has been withdrawn. .I would request the Government to renew 
this concession. They would not stand to suffer by doing so. They would 
rather be benefitted. The people who would bring foodgrains for consumption 
from their lands, would not draw their rations from the ration-depots, In 
other words tkis would result in a saving of food grains which could be 
utilised in meeting the requirements of others. But it appears that our 
Government is very much like that of a weak ploughman who is embarassed 
by his uncontrolable and strong bullocks. and not that of a powerful 
ploughman who controls his bullocks efficiently and makes them work 
according to his own desire. ‘Similarly the cfficers of the Administration 
get things done as they desire. I think the very policy of the Government 
in this matter is wrong. I hope they would accede to my request and permit 
the people to import that wheat into the rationed areas which is grown in 
their own lands. I make this request because almost all the high officers 
and police officials infringe the rationing laws and import wheat from outside 
rationed areas for purposes of consumption. And the wheeveled wheat is 
thrust upon the poor people. I stayed at Amritsar fora year and a half, 
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My conscience did not permit me to eat wheat by. importing it from outside 

the rationed area. I consumed wheat distributed under rationing scheme 

irrespective of the fact that it was wheevelled: or otherwise, or it was of good 

or+bad; quality. But everybody does not do like that. Everybody tries 

to-do hanky panky in the matter of importing; wheat according to his means. I p 
would suggest that Government should frame such rules as would not result 
in'bringing about degradation in the character of the people, but would help 
to raise their heads and elevate their morals: I would like to say one thing 
more in this connection.. There is a village Miani in my district of Amritsar. 
It is about'a year that since the rationing of sugar started. the people of that 
place have not received their quota of sugar. What to talk of sugar, even ration 
cards have not been supplied to them: They have raised great hue and cry 
_ butitheir voice has been a: voice in the wilderness. They complained to 
I më about the non-availability of | sugaf ration cards and sugar 
_ itself. When I investigated the matter, I found that the Sub-Inspector 
. under whose jurisdiation that ilaqa fell was the root cause of the trouble. 
' He wanted the people to put their thumb impression on the ration cards first > 
~ and fill the units of sugar afterwards. The people did not agree to this and 

the Sub-Inspector would not let the ration cards be prepard for one year. 


Sardar Shiv Saran Singh : Ona point of order, sir. The hon. Member 
is irrelevant. Now demand No. 37 is under discussion and it relates to 
the procurement scheme. 


Mr: Deputy Speaker: Yes. The hon. ‘Member shonld not refer to 
sugar, but confine his remarks to the Civil Supplies Department. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh : My hon. Friend Sardar Shiv Saran Singh need 
not worry. He should hear me patiently. There is no harm if I have made 
a mention of sugar. After all we have to place the difficulties of the people 
before the Government and none else. Well Sir, the aim of the Civil 
Supplies Department is commendable. It is to serve the people. This is 
undoubtedly a noble task but those who are at the helm of affairs of this ' 
department, should see that the ideal of service is not defeated by allowing 
the sugar to go into the black market. May I ask when the poor people 
do not get their quota of sugar, where does it go then? It finds its 
way to nowhere except the black market. It is very surprising that the 
poor people should not get their requirements of sugar and yet the register 
cf the depotholder should indicate that sugar has been drawn. Where 
could it go then ? It goes straight to the black market. 


Further the Government have made a provision of about Rs. 
7,€6,000. This amount is intended to be paid to the Central T 
Government on account of focdgrains imported by them from abroad. This - 
payment has to be made tothe Central Government with a view to making 
up the the deficiency caused by the import of foodgrains from abroad. In 
my opinion it would have been in the fitness of things if instead of making 
huge payments in connection with the import of foodgrains into our State 
from abroad, Government had provided adequate facilities to the zamindars for 
sinking as many tubewells as could be possible. Such a step on the part of = 
the Government would surely have been instrumental in increasing the food 
production of our State. But I am really constrained to remark that the Govern- 
ment are not making any efforts whatsoever in this direction. Nowadays 
we find that Goyernment are frittering away their energies on unimportant 
matters, 
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We also find a provision of Rs. 2,30,531 and Rs. 2,39,010 for the establisl - 
-ment of the department on account of salaries and allowances respectively. 
iThis is how huge amounts are being spent on the administration of the State. 
There is no gainsaying the fact that the administration of our State is top-heavy. 
My hon. Friends would be surprised to see that high officials are being given 
‘special pays’ while poor Government servants for whom something substantial 
should have been done to improve their lot, continue to suffer as they hardly 
find it possible to make their both ends meet. It will not be out of place to 
mention here that the low-paid officials do not find any place inthe list of the 
-grantees of ‘special pays’. 


‘Minister For Labour: We do not get it. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: Perhaps the hon. Minister is unmindful of the 
fact that the hon. Ministers are entitled to T.A. at the rate of Rs. -/10/- per 
mile when they travel in their cars and when their cars return empty they are 
entitled to T.A. at the rate of Rs. -/4/- per mile. It is crystal clear from. this 
that since the consumption of petrol in both the cases is the same, this 
difference of Rs. -/6'- per mile goes into the pockets of the hon. 
Ministers. | ? 


Mr. Speaker, through you, I would like to request my hon’ble friends in 


‘general and my Government in particular (An hon’ble Member, But this 
cis .not the Government of the hon. Member,) Sir, what I 
wish: to request the Government is that they should hold out this assurance 


to the people of our State that they would not conduct themselves in an 
objectionable manner, because the Government is meant to serve the people. 


Besides this department is not a ‘* Beopari Mandi” which should.,be burdened 


with all sorts of taxes. If the Government continue to act in a manner in 
which they are conducting: themselves at present, their prestige is bound to 


“suffer. It is natural that. this would, offer an opportunity to us to criticise 


the Government. It is therefore but meet and proper on their part to'devise 


“ways and means to serve the people and serve them well. What I wish to 


: point out is this that Government should not sell. wheat to public at. rates 
higher than the procurement rates. I am of the opinion and am at the same 
‘time I am within my rights to say that itis the bounden duty of the Govern- 


‘ment to serve the people in the true sense of the word. Under the circum- 


stances Government should not hesitate to -return the sum of Rs. 17,25,591 to 


- the zamindars from whom this amount has been realized in excess. If it is not 
-possible for them to return this amount, then they should not:hesitate to 


: spend maximum amounts for: improving the lot of the zamindars. ‘Gurmukho’ 
‘What I wish to point out is this. 


Sardar Swaran Singh : Sir, is the word ‘Gurmukho’ for the legislators 
“parliamentary ? 


' Sardar Sajjan Singh : I would like to bring this point home to my 
‘hon, Friend that the word ‘Gurmukho’ is not -unparliamentary as it means 


'*gentlemen’. However if he does not like me to use this word, then I shall 
use the word ‘Manmukho’. 


oSardar)Swaran Singh: This probably is devil quoting scriptures. 


-Sardar-Sajjan Singh : Sir, what I wish to point out is this that if the 
Government really realize that they are meant for the service of the people of 


< the State in general and the poor people who constitute the majority of the 


opulation,.in particular, then they should not be found lacking in improv- 


ting their lot .in the interests of both the Government and the State, 
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| | This principle that the higher the post occupied by a person, the 
| bigger his salary and the lower the post the lesser the emoluments, is in my 
| Opinion pernicious. By giving the lower officials inadequate remuneration 
| for their work, the Government in a way forces them to sell away their 
Í integrity of character and leave the path of truthfulness. What else except 
indulgence in corrupt practices can be expected of a -person who has five 
children to feed and give them education and also save something for procur- 
ing medical aid for them in case of illness, when with his salary he can hardly . 
keep his own body and soul together ? Poverty is a great curse. In this 
strange system of society, the bigger a person, the greater the number of 
r comforts and the smaller a person the larger the number of worries and 
| sorrows afflicting him. Sir, through you my submission to the Govern- 
| ment is that it should appoint some commission to revise and refix the pay 
| scales of all its employees in a manner which mayensure everybody at least 
a living wage so that they may be able to lead a happy and contented life and 
serve the public in right spirit. 

Now I want to cite an instance to illustrate my point of view. Some- 
time back thousands of tons of bajra “had got spoilt at Moga due to the 
failure of the officials of the Department to store it properly’ The higher officers 
i never go and see things for themselves and the lower officials did not report 
| this matter to them lest they should be punished and dismissed for the 
negligence. So when the requisition ofthe Government of Bombay was 
received, they put the whole of the rotten stuff in the supplies of bajra that 
were to be sent to them, thinking, that they did not stand to lose anything 
by doing so as it was to be consumed by others. Sir, what I. mean to say 
is that so long as the subordinate employees are not given a living wage, it 
will be difficult to make them work in an honest and efficient manner. 


| Next,.I would like to invite the attention of the Government to a 
genuine complaint of the rural people. Our Government purchases paddy 
from the peasants at the rate of Rs 10 per maund andin this way pays them 
Rs 30 for 3 maunds of paddy out of which the yield of rice is 2 maunds. 
This rice is supplied by the Government to the syndicate which sells it at 

the rate of Rs 21 per maund, while the peasant gets only Rs 15 for a maund. 
| 


It is not proper to give so much margin of protit to the middlemen i. e, the 
syndicate. In my opinion, they should not be allowed a profit of more than 
Rs two to three per maund, as this results in a great injustice to the peasants 
who produce rice. The money that goes to the pockets of middlemen should 
either go to the zamindars or the Government coffers. The Monopoly 
Procurment Scheme of the Government is causing a great hardship to the 
zamindars and they are fed up with it. Under this scheme, the zamindars 
are forced to part with the foodgrains produced by them at low rates. 
Under the orders of the Government, noone can get his paddy husked 
without taking a permit. Now let me take a concrete example. For’ 
, instance, the peasants of our village have first to go to Taran Taran to obtain 
| apermit for getting their produce of paddy husked. Then they have to 
i carry it to Patti. In this way, they have to traverse long distance ranging 
from ten to twelve miles quite unnecessarily, simply because the Govern- 
ment does not permit them to get their paddy husked at the village mill 
ni and without taking a permit, and thus they have to waste their time and 
ft energy for nothing. In my opinion, Sir, there is no justification for putting 
| them to all this botheration. Why should they not.be permitted to get the 
paddy husked at the mill nearest to their village on one or two appointed 
days, so that they may not have to undergo unnecessary botheration and walk 
several miles to obtain permits for this purpose ? It should be the foremost 
concern of the Government to keep the comforts and convenience of the 
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With these submissions, Sir, I move this cut motion, and place it before 
the House. 


Mr. Deputy Speaker: Demand under Consideration motion moved ; 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs 100/- 


- Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: (Southern Towns, General, Urban) (Hindi): 
Sir, to-day we are discussing the traders’ activities and functions that our 

: Government has had to undertake as a result of wartime circumstances. 
Things had come to sucha pass that necessities of life espacially foodgrains be- 
came scarce and were not easily or at reasonable prices available to the people. 
The circumstances leading to the Bengal famine were an eye-opener not only ' 
to the governments in the country but through out the world. The policy of 
‘drift’? in the matter of supply, of food has had its frightful consequences. 
Only after the great famine of Bengal, the Government, both at the centre 
and the provinces became alive to the gravity of the situation. It is 
g therefore, necessary that the Government should undertake this work so that 
s the people of the State should not experience any difficulty in procuring 
food-grains. I know that the proposed outlay on the trading scheme adop- 

ted by the Government is the result of shortage of food. In olden days the 

Government’s organisation used to be of smaller dimension and Police State 

used to prevail in the country, but with the march of time not only the 

volume of wo k but the functions of the Government have grown enormously. 

The Government have now assumed full responsibility in all spheres of work 

and there is nothing wrong init. The amount of 24 crores as provision for 

the trading scheme would create misunderstanding in the minds of the people. 

I concede that the Government is doing its duty in establishing this department 

but it has to be seen whether its working is satisfactory in the best interest 

of the genéral public. I must inform the hon. Minister incharge that. 

this department is of great necessity and its need is quite justified but so far 

its working is considered I should say that it is far from satisfactory. If the 

Government is harbouring an impression that the work in this department 

is going on with despatch and efficiency, it is sadly mistaken. There is 
maladministration and I should say that corruption is also rampant. What I 

have said, I think, is not unparlie mentary, as my hon. Friend the 

minister incharge might think it to be. - I would, therefore, ask the Govern- 

ment to Instil purity and efficiency in the administration of this department. 

The supplementary demand that has been put forward is likely to bẹ passed 

by this House in view of their being no opposition and even if the opposition 

had been strong, it would not have liked to take up cudgels against the 

Government on this issue. But in the democratic system of Government 

every one of us is duty bound to acquaint the Government of all defects that 

a exist in the Governmental organisation. 1 would, therefore, be failing in my 
duty if I do not complain of things that seem to me to be objectionable. This 

as _ isnot my private affair but witha view to taking part in the workings of 
l democracy and in obedience to the impulse of doing my duty. I would bring 
to the notice of the Government the shortcomings that I have noticed in 

this department. The mere fact that there is no opposition in the legislature 

and that we have a single party State, does not mean that the Government 

should complacently ignore its shortcomings in the varied spheres of its 
administration, The Minister incharge should see that under the Food Pro- 

curement Scheme the method of distribution of wheat is satisfactory to the 

- ~ rationed areas and such other villages where wheat is not available. The 
method of distribution is very defective and requires considerable improve- 
ment. . Moreover, many unfair means are adopted by the officers at the time 
of purchase of wheat. Several complaints, I understand, were made to the 
Government that the officers purchased wheat at a price much less than shown 
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in the official records and the difference was doube among themselves. 
This is the way in which systematic loot is being carried on by the officers 
in the Food Department. Such matters were brought to the notice of 
district authorities that Inspectors and Sub-Iuspectors have been responsible 
for all this. Such mal-practices are not only confined to Rohtak district 
‘but other districts are also not free from it. I would draw the attention of 
hon.:Minister to the complaint about Mandi Mudlana for paying less rates 
to zamindars than shown in papers and request that he should make enquiry 
iand take suitable steps to prevent such irregularities in future. If the Govern- 
‘ment adopted usual method of writing to the Deputy Commissioner who 
would then address the Distaict Food controller to look intothe matter. 
Such procedure would serve no useful purpose and cause inordinate delay. 


Minister For Development : Tam prepared to go there myself if yo: 
help me to make enquiries. 


‘Pandit 'Sbri Ram Sharma: Though I would welcome it but I do not 


“want the Minister to undertake long toures because in that case he would 


not be able to attened to his work. 
Minister For Devel apnea Should I then entrust the task of making enquiry 
to you ? 


Pandit'Shri Ram Sharma: I would ask the -hon. Minister to take 
necessary steps in the matter so that the arrangement should be satisfactory. 
I do not agree with Sardar Bathan Singh that Government is displaying 
“Banias” ‘mentality. 

Sardar Bachan Singh: It appears that you have not made a thorough 
study. 

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Can my Friend Sardar Bachan Singh show 


` to me how this department is a source of profit to the Government ? 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Yes, I can tell. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : : I concede that the Government is not making 

any appreciable profit out of this Department but it should also take 

[12 Noon] steps to remove all the evils which vitiate its utilitly. There is no 

gainsaying the fact that we suffer from shortage of food. According 

to some this shortage may be big and for others it may be smal!, however the 

fact remains that the Department isa “necessity and cannot be done away 

with. I shall-not agree with my hon. Friend Shri Behari Lal Chanana if he 

pleads that all this work may. be entrusted to the business community. We 
have tried these people and found them wanting. 


I wish to invite the attention of the House to a very frequent 
complaint and ofa very serious nature. I hardly remember an occasion 
when a Minister went on tour and people did not go to him with samples 
of food grains that were issued to them from the Godown. It is difficult 
to say as to who is responsible for this bad quality of grains. I think the 
hon. Minister concerned must also have been presented with there samples. 
During the last few days when the hon. Chief Minister went to my place 
people came up to him with samples immediately after he had finished his 
speech. In my opinion it should not bea pleasant experience for any Minister 
and Government should take steps to remove the very source of the complaint. 
It will be recalled that some time back wheat which was damaged in the 
Sa was distributed to the people and this act was a cause of a regula 
scaadal 
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Another great evil from which this Department suffers and which can 
be easily remedied is slackness on the part of the officers. I certainly do not 
impugn the honesty of the big officers. Their only fault in most cases is that 
they give a very long rope to their subordinates who. vitiate their work. 
When the subordinates find that no strict control is being exercised 
over them, they steal large quantities of various commodities from, the 
godowns. Sometime back a Sub-Inspecto~ and a Chaprasi of the Department 

J were caught red handed. The officers concerned should take all steps to 
crush this evil as it brings a bad name not only to the Department and. the 
Government but even to that party which is responsible for the establishment 
of this Government. 


My hon. Friends are aware that in order to enforce controls Government 
has also to restrict the movement of various commodities. Here again the 
officers namely the Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors of the Civil Supplies 
Department as also those belonging to the police who are required to keepa 
watch over movements try to make money through unfair means I belong 

a to a district which is on the border of Delhi as well as of Utter Pradesh and 
I know that they harass the poor people beyond all measure to extort money 
out of them and share the loot of smugglers. Adequate supervision is not 
being kept over them and the pity is that a subordinate police officer who had 
made about two lakhs of rupees at Bahadargarh in this manner was given 
promotion. It is true that an Inspector and Sub-Inspector were removed 
from service but it was when they had done incalculable mischief:with.the 
public. r 


+ met 


Here it will not be out of place to relate a scandalous incident that 
happened at Hissar. A businessman procured a permit from *the Government 
to import some commodity into District Hissar by rail. He erased the word 
rail, and also by making some other alterations in the permit brought some- 
commodity by road. He was arrested and tried but was somehow let off with 
some fine. Such a thing I believe can only be tolerated by what I call a 
‘lachef’ (aa) Government. 

O qar ainan l 
© Mr. Deputy Speaker: The word ‘lacher’ (qaq), is unparliamentary 
and I would ask the hon. Member to withdraw it.seeteae siesta -cnerscnn 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Sir, it is not unparliamentary. It is no. 
abuse.. It only means weak. 


Mr. Deputy Speaker : It is not open to the hon. Member to challenge the 
ruling of the Chair. l 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma.: Sir, it is far fram me to challenge the ruling 
of the Chair. I was only explaining the word by way of a request. I wished’ 
to- bring out that some Governments either overlook or gloss over the misdeeds 
of influential persons whereas some do not spare anybody however great, I 
am very sorry to say that I can not class our Government in the latter category. 
Is it not a pity thata man who is guilty of forgery and who has contra- 
vened our food laws has not been taken. to task? I have no doubt that 
= the matter must have been properly ieported by the District Food Controller 
to the Police and still the Magistrate who was on the verge of termination of 
his services, perhaps to earn some honour had the audacity......... 


Minister for Education; On a point of order, Sir. Can courts be discussed: 
in this House ? 
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Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: I am surprised to find that the hon. Minister 
does not like the narration of evils in his own Dist ict Hissar. 


Minister for Education: I am only raising a constitutional point. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: It would be better if the hon. Minister 
raises some substantial points in place of only constitutional points. (Sardar 
Bachan Singh: In Hissar people cannot get even water to drink). 
Sir, Ido not mean to suggest that this Department should be abolished. 
Iam convinced that it is not possible to do without it. There is no doubt 
that if proper control is exercised by the Government over it, it can render 
very useful service. It is this want of supervision and control which is a 
source of bad name to the Government and the House is aware 
that it has been the subject of many interpellations. In the Unionist 
regime one of the. Ministers told me that even if the Government were 
informed about an actual happening, they would not acmit its correctness, iid 
When, however, our own Government came into being, I hoped that 
there would be at least fifteen or twenty out of a hundred occasions, , à 
when the hon. Minister would admit that certain thirgs wcre improper 
and that he was sorry for them. I regret that it has not been the case. 
This Department should not indulge in malpractices. If I have pointed 
out an instance in which an officer belonging to the hon. Minister's 


district was involved, he should not consider it his duty to defend 
his conduct. | | | 


Minister for Development ; Incorrect statements have to be contradic- 
ted. | | 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: I hope that the hon. Minister will 
prevent the recurrence of such happenings. If a person is caught in the act 
of committing breach of export-import regulations with regard to a commodity 
which is subject to procurement scheme, there should be no delay in taking 
action against him. I am not concerned with the district to which that 
officer belongs. If’ the Government prevents those things, it will inspire 
respect in the minds of the public. I belong to a district which is situated 
on the border of the State andif acticn is taken for the prevention of such 
breaches, it will have a salutary effect on the general public. Some of the 
inspectors appointed for this purpose fix shares with the traders and make 
money by helping them to export in violation of the Government orders. 
I brought some instances to the notice of the Fcod Controller of my 
district but no action was taken. In this connection I wish to tell the hon. 
Members about an incident in which a trader of Bhawani in district Hissar l 
was involved. He wanted to export gram-husk to Delhi. There was no ~< 
restriction on its export but an inspector stopped his truck and took him to 
the police station. The police officers tco were of the same type and they joint- 
ly tried to extort money from him. The trader pointed out several times 
that he had not committed any breach of the law. Probably he had to spend 
some time in the police custody also, but Iam glad that he did not agree to 
grease the palm ot the inspector. I brought this case of illegal harassment 
_ tothe notice of the Fccd Controller. The Department perhaps agreed that 
the act of the inspector was unjustified and illegal and some enquiry also 
might have been made. As such happenings take place very frequently = 
I request the hon. Minister to make a note cf the incident narrated 
by me and find out what action, if any, the Department took. If the 
Government takes action in such cases, it will inspire confidence in’ the 
public. Sometimes unintentional indifference on the part of officers 
ongi „encourages their subordinates tọ act as they please. 
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Some days back His Excellency the Governor paid a visit to Rohtak. 
The public thought that after attainment of independence the conditions had 
changed and the Governor’s visit would provide them an opportunity of 
ventilating their grievances. The Governor stayed at Rohtak for several 
days but visited only one village. His visit to that village was arranged 
by a person whose son had been sentenced to imprisonment for one year 
by the Additional District Magistrate of Rohtak, on a charge of smuggling 
food grains to Delhi. This man was formerly a zaildar and belonged to that - 
class of people, who used to give false evidence against Congress workers and 
did everything to please the foreign rulers. When people saw that such a 
person arranged the Governor's visit to that village, it had a very bad effect 
on them. I do not blame the Governor or the hon Minister for this 
because I know that our services are under the influence of persons of the 
class referred to by me. All the same, the Minister or I cannot evade complete 
responsibility. The public connect us, who are their representatives, with 
everything. done by the Government. When people saw that even the 
Governor of the State stayed with and so patronised a person whose son 
was sentenced for indulging in black-market, and visited only that village 
how could we tell them that the procurement scheme was meant for their 
benefit ? In the circumstances, it cannot succeed. I wished to draw the 
attention of the Government to these facts because I feel that the irregularities 
committed by the Government officials not only bring it to disrepute but 
hamper the very work which is intended to be done. Maximum effort should 
be made to eradicate these evils. 


Another thing which I have noticed is this. In the Food Control 
offices, control on the establishments is very loose. During the last few days 
I brought two or three instances to the notice of the officer-in-charge in my 
district, in which the traders approached the Department and obtained permits 
for the supply of certain commodities in some villages, but these were never 
distributed there. Khetiwas and Machhrauli were two of such villages. 


(Al this stage Mr, Speaker resumed the chair.) 


The Inspectors of these Departments in collaboration with the office 
clerks manage to get permits issued in the names of bogus persons, Asa 
result thereof, the food grains meant for distribution among the people 
actually do not reach them. [Even the District Food Controller of Rohtak 
District is aware of this fact. He told us that permits had been issued but 
it was not known as to who actually made use of them. The hon. Minister 
should not think that these are the only instances of this type, Such cases 
are numerous. The trouble is thatwe get the opportunity of bringing them 
to the notice of the Government only once or twice in a year during the 
Sessions. If the hon. Minister were to make enquiries, he would find that 
the foodgrains meant for distribution by the Procurement Department, do 
not reach the people in a vast area of the Jhajjar Tehsil. These irregularities 
should be stopped at once. AS my hon. Friend Sardar Sajjan Singh 
pointed out, the poor and the honest people suffer most in this 
system of rationing. Even in cases of violation of rules, the 
high-ups, even when they are caught, manage to escape, while the 
small fry get punished. As a matter of fact, Government lists of such 
offenders contain the names of the poor and not of those who wield some 
influence. In this connection, I would like to point out the case of a rich 
man of Rewari in Gurgaon District. The Inspectors of the Procurement 
Department, in collaboration with Police, raided the house of that man and 
took into possession huge quantities of food grains. This act of the 
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Department had a healthy effect on the people. But cars were run to Simla 
and the highest authorities were approached. The result was that the matter 
was hushed up at the Ministerial level, 


Minister for Development: Sucha thing has never been done in my 
time. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Iam not concerned with Sardar Gurbachan 
Singh Bajwa or Sardar Ujjal Singh. My complaint is against the Minister 
for Civil Supplies whethcr he is one man or another. What‘l want to say is 
that people cease to have much respect for law when they find that people 
who are apprehended by the Inspectors of the Department and the Police 
are not punished but are allowed to let go. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Was not the hon. Member himself a member of 
the Anti-Corruption Committee at that time ? 


Chief Minister: I think it was wrong on the part of the hon. Minister 
to appoint him President of the Committee. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma ; The Anti Corruption Committee had nothing 


to do with such cases. If I had any powers, such persons could not have 
escaped. 


S Shri Virendra : Is there any time-limit ? 


Mr. Speaker : So far there has been no time limit, but in view of the 
fact that an hour and a half has been taken up by two hon. Members, time 
limit seems necessary. I would ask the hon. Member to finish his speech. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Ishall finish my speech after mentioning 
this last point. Iam glad that this Department decided to retrench some of 
its staff. The staff for the next year has been shown to be less in strength 
than the last year, although there is no reduction in expenditure. This 
retrenchment was done sometime back. What actually happened was 
that honest and efficient persons who had longer periods of service to their 
credit than others, were retrenched while those with less service, who had 
objectionable career were retained in service. This thing was brought to the 
notice of the Government and consequently one or two persons were reappoint- 
ted. I know that an officer whose services are retained in Rohtak had accepted 
a bribe of Rs. 300/-. from a person. Even the Deputy Commissioner of my 
District admitted that the official was of doubtful character. In spite of 
this fact, he was not tetrenched. 


Minister for Development ‘ Is he still in service ? 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Yes, heis. Now, Sir, you can very well 
imagine the state of affairs when honest people are retrenched and the corrupt 
are retained in service. The Government in the beginning thought it proper to 
associate non-official persons also with the work of recruitment to this depart- 
ment. One or two meetings were also held in this connection at Rohtak. But 
after-wards the practice was discontinued. It was said that, due to interference 
with the work of administration, the work suffered. But I would like to 
point out that, if the officials are left entirely to themselves, they cannot 
help indulging in favouritism. The Government should therefore take 
strong measures to ensure honesty and integrity in the Departments which 
deal with things vital to the needs of the people, like food. In the end, I 
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hope that these defects and shortcomings will be removed and at the time of 
the next Budget the hon. Minister will have greater confidence in his Depart- 
ment, and the House in him. 


Sardar Swaran Singh (Jullundur west, Sikh, Rural) (Punjabi) : Sir, the 
demand which is before the House for consideration has got 
no great bearing upon the expenditure that it might involve in 
the revenues of the state, because the Government is following the principle 
of “no loss, no profit”. This department has much todo with the people 
at large and its purpose is to create a feeling of satisfaction in the minds 
of the people. The amount of satisfaction that it gives them is the standard 
by which we can measure its success. In this connection I wish to say that 
in the matter of controls much attention has been paid to technical matters 
and the real objects are relegated to the background. -For instance, last 
year there was a demand that those persons who live in the cities and who 
have means of producing food grain in the rural areas should be allowed to 
take such food grain to the cities for their personal use This demand was 
to some extent agreed to, and they were permitted to do so under certain 
conditions. We desire that they should be allowed to bring their produce 
from their districts for their personal consumption and this stock should be 
allowed to be used by them on their ration cards. By doing so we will be 
helping the poor persons who produce food grains because they will be in 
a position to save the amounts that they spend on their ration. Those 
persons who produce food grains on the agricultural lands of cities 
like Jullundur, should also be. allowed to have their produce for their 
family use. : 


As regards procurement scheme, great difficulty is felt with regard to 
bringing the food grains to the markets Of course, the desire of the present 
Government is to see that food grains should go to the markets situated at 
a distance of not more than two miles. My submissian is that the consumers and 
producers should get the maximum of facilities and minimum of discomforts. 
It is my belief that at present controls should not be removed because 
when once an attempt was made by Mahatma Gandhi to appeal to the 
good sense of the shopkeepers it met with no successful results. On the 
other hand the shopkeepers did not stick to the assurances that they gave. 
At last we had again to revert to controls and I think for sometime to come 
we will have to keep the controls. But my opinion is that such methods 
should be employed by which consumers as well as the producers derive 
maximum. benefits. At present, if it is possible, efforts should be made 
to remove as many discomforts as possible. 


In the demand there is an item of standard cloth scheme. In this 
connection I wish to submit that there are numerous complaints about the 
prices of standard cloth. Poor people feel that the present prices are high. 
The market rates of standard cloth are such that poor persons cannot afford 
to buy it at those rates. Itis high time that the Government of Punjab 
should approach the Central Government in this matter and put as much 
pressure upon it as possible so that the prices of standard cloth are brought 
down to enable poor persons to buy it. It is a matter of common observa- 
tion that the present prices which are indicated on the standard cloth are 
such that they appear to be too much for the poor. Special attention should 
be paid to this matter because it is the poor who generally purchase standard 
cloth. So reduction in prices should be pressed for so that the prices of 
standard cloth may become reasonable and fall within the reach of poor sections 
of our society. The prices fixed by the mills are too high and there is dis- 
satisfaction among the people, because the majority of the population 
consists of those who buy standard cloth. 
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Sir, I wish to congratulate the Government of Punjab on having pro- 
cured more food grains than the target fixed. This is an achievement on which 
the Government deserves congratulations. It is hoped that next year we wil 
have no longer to depend upon imported wheat which has been the subject 
of severe criticism by the public at large. Our own wheat will be produced 
in such huge uantities that the*people would get wheat of better quality for 
consumption. This is about the success of the procurement scheme. Now so far 
as the distribution of certain articles of necessity under the aegis of the Civil 
Supplies Department is concerned, I think there are a few articles which are 
still under its control. , Sugar is one of the very important commodities under 
control and this has caused much resentment and unrest among the people on 
account of its non-availability. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: On a point of order Sir. The hon. Member 
is irrelevant as sugar is not under discussion. 


| Pa = Sardar Swaran Singh : Pay of Civil Supplies Offcer is included in 
tbis demand, and the House is perfectly competent to discuss this point 
hen the pay of the Civil Supplies Officer is there. 


Mr. Speaker: No doubt there are many items under this demand, 
_ but I understand that according to party decision, discussion is to be 
| confined to Civil Supplies and Food Grains only. 


ee ae 


Sardar Swaran Singh : Sir, I will wind up the point. I was submitting 
that sugar was such an article of necessity as was equally in demand by 
the rich and poor or high and low. Now it becomes very difficult for us 
to make the common man understand as to why imported sugar in Pakistan 
is being made available. to the people at cheaper rates in comparison with 
the sugar manufactured and, sold in India. People naturally want to know 
why Indian sugar is costlier as compared with the imported sugar and 
under the present state of affairs it is really a tough job to pacify the 
public on this point. I am not an advocate of the policy of importing 
sugar from abroad with a view to bringing down the price of the 
indigenous sugar. What I want to suggest is that our own Government 
should impress upon the factory owners, whether in the Punjab or in Pepsu, 
the desirability of reducing their margin of profit in such proportion as 
| to bring the price of the Indian sugar to compare favourably with the imported 
| sugar. In fact there should be a respectable parity between the prices of 
the imported and the Indian sugar. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: But the Government of India has accepted the 
recommendations of the Tariff Board with regard to the import of 
foreign sugar. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: I am not concerned with it as itis not the 
concern of the Punjab Government either. Besides, I have no mind to 
discuss the economic import policy of the Central Government at this moment. 
What I want to drive at is that the arrangement of distribution of sugar 
in the State should be reorganised. I am constrained to remark that the 
present arrangement for the distribution of sugar is extremely defective. This 
does not mean that I am not alive to the difficulties of the Government 
in this connection. I know that pressure is brought to bear upon the 
Government by the trading classes that they should be allowed to continue 
to be the sole distributors of sugar to the public. But I may point out that 
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the time has come when all such pressure should be resisted by the 
Government and the status quo regarding the distribution of this commodity 
be set aside. Government should lose no time in arriving at the decision 
that henceforth distribution of sugar will be carried out in rural areas 
through co-operative societies. (Hear, hear). They are proper bodies to be 
entrusted with this task. The need of taking over the work of distribution 
of sugar by the co-operative societies in the villages is all the more pressing 
particularly when we see that very often there is only one depot-holder 
catering to the needs of sugar of a group of villages lying scattered at a 
distance of five to seven miles from each other. It so happens that the 
villagers do not get their quota of sugar because nobody wishes to 
traverse a long distance for the sake of a small quantity of sugar. The 
result is that all that sugar finds its way to the black market and faked 
accounts are shown to the Civil Supplies Inspector by the depot holder. 
I, therefore, request that all the hue and cry of the trading classes in this 
connection be ignored and the distribution of sugar arranged. through 
co-operative societies. 


Then I have to make a few observations about some other important 
matters relating to the demand under discussion. First is the item of 
provision of improved seeds. Last year a large number of complaints were 
received in connection with the supply of seeds. People had purchased 
them at a higher price in the hope that they would be of an improved 
quality. But the money went in waste as the yield was poor and 
unsatisfactory. I would impress upon the Government to make adequate 
arrangements for the storage and procurement of improved seeds of wheat. 
The zamindar purchasing his requirements from the depot-holder should 
have full confidence in the good quality of the seeds supplied by the latter. 
This is possible only if the Government pays special attention to this 
matter. The zamindar should have full satisfaction that the seeds will yield 
a quality crop. I am sure Government will certainly stand to gain if it 
makes satisfactory arrangements for the supply of improved seeds to the 
zamindars. This will result in an increased production of food-grains. 


Now I come to the staff employed in the Civil Supplies Department. 
{ hope the Minister-in-charge of the department will be good enough to 
lend me his ears, to the suggestions that I am going to make in this 


regard. I am of the opinion that the crying need of the hour is that 


reorganisation and co-ordination should be brought about in the Civil Supplies 
Department. Now we find that there are several agencies for the execution 
of the same work or work of the same nature. The result is over-lapping 
of work and waste of public money. It would not be out of place to mention 
here my own experience, which I gained from my talks with different district 
officers. I enquired from the officer-in-charge of the Industries Department 
in my own district as to what were the arrangements for meeting the 
requirements of the . zamindars with regard to certain controlled commodities 
like steel, agricultural implements and cement which he wanted for repairing 
wells etc., and whether there was any method by which the zamindar could 
procure the same without being put to unnecessary trouble and inconvenience. 


He told me that certain things could be procured from the Agriculture 


Department and others were distributed by the Industries Department, and 
yet others through the Co-operative Department. There was not one person 
who could be considered responsible for the supply of these things. Then 
I relate another instance. A very high officer of the district administration 
told me that the number of inspectors for different purposes in the Civil 
Supplies Department was so large that he did not know the exact nature 
of the duties assigned to them. He related to me an interesting incident 
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which I want the House to know. A youg man, quite fresh from the College, 
was employed as an inspector in the Civil Supplies Department and posted 
at Hissar. As you are aware, Sir, it is a sandy tract and camel is the 
chief means of conveyance in Hissar district, Once that young inspector 
had to go on tour on camel’s back. The young man was not accustomed 
to this sort of conveyance. He had to cover 20 miles and during the 
journey he developed “ laga ’ injury to such an extent that he had to be 
removed to the hospital. But nothing was known why and on what 
Government business he performed that journey. So what I want to drive 
at is that instead of employing different inspectors for different controlled 
commodities, there should be some unified and co-ordinated scheme by which 
one inspector could perform all the duties without loss of efficiency. 


Mr. Speaker: I know of 17 inspectors in a district headquarters for 
different controlled commodities. (Laughter). 


Sardar Swaran Singh: So far as my information goes, the number was 
no less than 31. (Renewed laughier). I therefore submit that the Civil Supplies 
Department should be reorganised in such a manner that plural agencies 
for the execution of one type of work are eliminated. I feel that the energy 
of the Government is frittered away by thea ppointment of too many 
inspectors for doing work of the same nature. I realise the difficulty of the 
Government because they are compelled to sanction too much staff at the 
insistence of the heads of departments who would naturally like to have 
more staff if the work is to be finished before time. He asks for four 
people if he stands in need of two. In this connection I welcome the 
decision of the hon. Chief Minister to appoint a Resources and Retrenchment 
Committee. I would request him to ask the Ministers in charge of the 
Departments of Civil Supplies, Industries and Co-operative Socities to 
prepare such a co-ordination plan that duplication of work is eliminated. Thus 
not only a considerable economy in expenditure would be effected but also 
people at large would be in a position to know where a certain controlled 
commodity could be made available. 


I am of the opinion that control over foodgrains should continue as 
before. The main idea underlying the policy of control is to make avail- 
able all the essential commodities to people at fixed rates. In fact there are 
no two opinions about it that control over food grains is in the interests 
of the general public. There should generally be a healthy reaction on 
the part of the people so far as the day-to-day working in connection 
with the control over essential commodities is concerned, and if it is not 
so, then it is crystal clear that some defects exist in the working of this 
scheme. Therefore efforts would have to be made to find out the defects 
and remove them with a view to satisfying the general public. I am not 
speaking like my hon. Friend Shri Behari Lal Chanana who is in favour of 
removing the controls over the essential commodities. Perhaps he wan ts 
that the beoparies should again have a free hand in making enormous profi ts 
as they like. However, I would like to request the Government to enforce 
the control in such a way that the beoparies may not get any opportuni- 
ty to make any grievance and the people may also realize that adequate 
arrangements exist to make all the essential commodities available to them 
at reasonable rates. If this department is reorganized and improved upon, I 


am sure, it will prove more useful and asa result thereof people will also 


get more anl more satisfaction. I wish to bring this point to the notice 
of the Government that the number of complaints regarding corruption in 
the Civil Supplies Department is not so much as it was before. At the 
same time it cannot be said that there is no corruption in this 
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department. Perhaps some other department has come to the forefront to 
eclipse this department. My hon. Friend Dr. Lehna Singh has perhaps under- 
stood which department I am pointing at. There is no doubt about it that 
corruption is found in the temporary departments to some extent. The 
main reason why it is found necessary to continue controls and also eradi- 
cate corruption is that there isa great difference between the normal prices 
and the blackmarket prices as a result of which people are put to much hard- 
‘ships. Under the circumstances we should not decide whether or not controls 
should continue. We should instead enforce controls in such a way that 
the staff may be forced to work in the interests of the general public, for 
whom these are meant, with a view to giving them entire satisfaction. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Ona point of order, Sir. In your absence an 
hon. Member said in respect of another hon. Member that it was a case of / 
‘Devil quoting scriptures.’ I ask whether it would be a good practice to use 
os such words in the House ? 


An hon. Member: He only said it in a whisper. 


vA Mr. Speaker: Well I don’t want that such words should be used even 
in a whisper. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: Sir, I withdraw the word ‘devil,’ and say— 
quoting scriptures. 


Shri Virendra (x—Member, West Punjab Assembly, representing 

West Multan Division General, Rural) (Hindustant): Sir, the 

Civil Supplies Department is considered to be a very important 

department and it will not be incorrect to say that this depart- 

ment isin a way the very back-bone of the Government. It is said that if 

at any time any defect is found in the machinery of law and order and if 

it is not set right in time, then confusion and chaos would be the order of 

the day. But in my opinion if under the present conditions the Civil 

Supplies Department fails to discharge its functions then there would be the 

worst type of chaos and confusion. The reasons for this are not far to seek. 

If food, cloth and other essential commodities are not made available to people 

in time, the conditions thus created would have very badrepurcussions. In 

fact the results would be dangerous and detrimental. Under the circum- 

stances it is but meet and proper on our part to take such steps which may 

be instrumental in removing distrust in the minds of the people so that they 

may not get an opportunity to complain against the Government so far as 

this department is concerned. It was said that among all the departments 

this department was known for the worst type of corruption. But I am of the 

des opinion that at present we do not find so much corruption prevalent in this 

department as it was in the past. The position at present is this that more than 

half of the corruption resorted to by this department has already been eradi- 

cated and Į take this opportunity of congratulating the Government on the 

achievement There isno doubt about it that the District officers are not 

yet free from this disease of corruption. Sofaras the officers at the top of 

this department are concerned, there is hardly any officer against whom any 

= complaint has been made. I think this is all due to the efforts of the hon. 

Minister-in-charge to whom our thanks are due As I have already stated, 

this department is a very important one and in view of its importance, directly 

| connected as it is with the public, it is but meet and proper on our part to 

| i devise ways and means to remove all the defects so that people may not get 

i any chance to make any complaints against it. We would also make ita 
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point to see how best these defects can be removed in the interests of the 
State. 


_ It is complained that subordinate officers resort to corruption at the time 
of issuing permits. In this connection I would like to point out that so far as 
the corruption resorted to by the subordinate officers is concerned, sometimes 
the officers at the top have some handin it and it will not be incorrect to 
say, if I am permitted to do so, that at times even the Government has also 
some hand in it I would like to cite a few cases for which of course 
the. present Ministry can no longer be held responsible. Sometimes it so 
hapt ens that officers are made to commit certain irregularities by some 
inte ested parties out of political considerations. In this connection I would 
like to quote an instance. My hon. Friend Pandit Shri Ram Sharma has in 
the course of his speech maintained how officers in his own district had not 
taken any action against rich and influential persons Sometimes they are 
helpless as undue pressure is brought to bear upon them to do irregular 
things which perhaps under normal conditions they would not have done. 
Sometime back the Civil Supplies Officer of Rohtak was transferred to Kangra 
district against his wishes simply because he had got afriend of an hon. 
Member arrested for violating the law by indulgingin black-marketting. 
Instead of giving any credit to him for his work, he was transferred to a place 
where he did not like to go simply because he had arrested a very influential 
person. Similarly in a very important and interesting case a big cloth 
merchant of Simla was arrested mainly on political considerations. He was 
subjected to great indignities. He was handcuffed and made to parade 
in the streets. He was challaned and produced inthe court, where he was 
discharged because Government failed to make outa case against him. In 
this connection I may point out that the remarks which the learned Judge 
made in the course of his judgement regarding the action of the Government 
in arresting that merchant are scuh as do not redound to the credit of any 
Government. Under the circumstances it is but meet and proper that 
| whereas severe punishment is suggested for the corript officials, 
1 A M. honest and diligent officers should be encouraged. Sir, I really feel 

that honesty and incorruptibility are needed in this depart- 
ment more thanin any other department, because it enters into transactions 
of crores of rupees on behalf of the Government. Th’s is the department 
which arranges for the supply of necessaries of life to the people. So it is 
essential that the staff of this department Is encouraged to work honestly 
and remain above temptations. Slackness should not be allowed to enter into 
this department, because on its efficient working depend the lives of the 
people. I have to say that slackness is nevertheless there to some extent 
and it should be the foremost duty of the Government to remove it. As I 
have already stated, corruption has no doubt decreased but if what remains of 
it is also eradicated, it will become an ideal department and it will become 


a source of great strength to the Government, for on this department depend 
the comforts of the public. 


Now, Sir, I would like to draw your attention to the expenditure that 
is being incurred or that is proposed to be incurred in connection with this 
department. It was stated by the hon. Finance Minister that the Budget 
had been prepared on the basis of ‘minimum expediture on every department 
consistent with efficiency’. It was als» stated that every possible economy 
had been effected. Now what do we find in the Budget estimates for this 
department ? In the year 1949---50, a provision of Rs. 1,07,33,100 was made 
for this department. Inthe Budget estimates for the next year, this has 
been increased to Rs. 2,59,53,800. I feel, Sir, that this big increase is not at 
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all justified. Instead of reducing expenditure, it has been unnecessarily 
increased. fo make my point clear, I would just read out the salaries that 
are being given to the officers of this department. A sum of Rs. 16,200. has 
been provided as the salary of the Director-General of Civil Supplies and 
another sum of Rs. 3.000 has been earmarked as his special pay. 
There is provision for a Director, whose annual salary comes to Rs. 13200 
and special pay amounts to Rs. 3,000/-. Then there isa Deputy Director, 
for whom also a provision of special pay amounting to Rs. 2,400 has been 
made in addition to his regular pay estimated at Rs. 7,200. In this way, 
many officers have been given this benefit of special pay. If only the total 
expenditure on this account were to be estimated, it would run into several 
thousands. So I feel, Sir, that there is much scope for effecting a reduction 
in expenditure, so far as this department is concerned, provided an earnest 
effort is made in this direction. We are told that efforts have been made to 
effect retrenchment in this department, but we also know that the strength 
of the staff remains the same. What this retrenchment was about, one fails 
to understand. Sir, it is essential that the expenditure proposed on this depart- 
ment be subjected to a careful review and reduction made wherever possible. 
Already the impression prevails that this department is being lavishly 
financed, resulting in wastage of money. Even though this impression may 
prove to be unfounded, a real effort to scrutinize the working of this depart- 


ment is urgently called for. 


Now J heartily endorse what my hon. Friend Sardar Swaran Singh has 
said with regard to the question of permitting the people living in towns. 
to bring for their consumption foodgrains produced on their own land. 
There is no reason why people who own agricultural land should not be 
allowed the use of the foodgrains produced by them, while they live in rationed 
areas. I would request the hon. Minister concerned to give this matter his 
immediate consideration. People owning land within municipal limits have 
already the permission to consume food produced on their own lands and it 
is but proper that others too who own land outside the municipal limits 


should bé permitted to do so. 


v Mr. Speaker: That point has been referred to already. 


Mr. Virendra : I do not want to take any more time of the House, Sir. 
In the end I would again request the Government to take effective steps to 
root out whatever little corruption still prevails in this department. By doing 
so, the Government will be doing a great service to the people, since this is 
the department with which the public has to deal from day to day. 


ON 


Thakur Dalip Singh (Kangra South, General, Rural) (Punjabi): Sir, 
after all I have ‘caught your eye’; so I must thank you for giving me a chance. 
If back-benchers like ourselves ........... 


Mr, Speaker : No more of that, please. 


Thakur Dalip Singh: All right, Sir. Leaving aside general things 
such as corruption about which other Friends have already said enough, I 
would just confine myself to the working of the Civil Supplies Department, 
so far as my district is concerned. I had mentioned some of the complaints 
of the people of my district, in a letter addressed to the hon. Minister. A 
reply to this letter was received by me only recently. Still there are some 
matters to which I would like to draw the attention of the House. Sir, in the 
reply that I have received from the department, it has been admitted that 
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adequate means of communication, the vastness of its area etc., the service 
of the department in this district has not been satisfactory and free from 
defects and drawbacks. I would urge the Government to take immediate 
steps to remove them as early as possible. 


. So far as the strength of the staff of this department is concerned, it is 
no doubt true that it is excessive. While the number of officers, clerks, 
inspectors and sub-inspectors has gone on increasing, efficiency has been on the 
wane. Formerly the number of Civil Supplies officers and inspectors used to 
be less and the service was better. Now it is the other way about. The 
state of affairs has now. worsened in every way. 


Minister For Development: But lakhs of rupees were made ‘then’, not 
‘now.’ 


Thakur Dahp Singh: The hon. Minister will know the difference bet- 
ween ‘then’ and ‘now, only if he tries to compare things. Corruption has not 
decreased. On the other hand it has increased, just because the number of 


officers has increased, and everybody is anxious to have his share of the 
‘booty.’ 


Now, Sir, I will take separately eachof the functions performed by this 
department, So far as the Foodgrains Department is concerned, it is an old 
complaint of the people of Kangra that supplies of foodgrains are neither 
sufficient nor timely. Our district produces foodgrains. which can hardly 
meet its needs for two months. For 10 months in a year, people of this 
district depend on food brought from outside. For several years, our com- 
plaint has been that supplies are not made in time. Even long after they 
are allocated they do not reach the dealers. Some months back, the District 
Civil Supplies officers gave permits to dealers to import maize. The money 
was deposited by them in advance, but so far no arrangement has been made to 
bring it and the people are suffering hardships. Now I give another instance. 
A large quota of foodgrains was allocated for Tehsils Kulu and Nurpur 
areas where famine conditions are prevailing throughout the year, but it 
continued to lie at Simla and Narkanda and did not reach the people who 
were in sore need of it. The reason that was given was that owing to the 
snowfalls, it could not be carried to those places. Now, Sir, is it not the duty 
of the department to foresee such eventualities and send sufficient supplies in 
time, so that people may not have to face starvation ? Is it not its duty to see 
that sufficient supplies reach all places before any of them are cut off owing to 
rains or snowfalls ? Sir, the people of my district had to face great hardships 
as aresult of this negligence of this department. It was stated that the 
foodgrains could not reach the destination as the road traffic was closed. 
The officers of the department should, therefore, see that food is made 
available in time. In such areas where snow or rain is likely to 
impede the supply of food, the Government should make necessary 
arrangements well in advance so that delay in supply of food may not 
cause hardship to the residents. In the Provincial Food Reserve in Simla 
where thousands of maunds of -foodgrain have been ‘stored, shortage was dis- 
covered and after making enquiries nobody has been able to detect how much 
shortage has occurred and who is responsible for it. At Dharamsala sugar 
remained lying for a long time in the office of out-agency and The Civil 


Vs than Sap~PUpplies Department had to pay a demurrage for not taking delivery of it in 
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time. This is the way in which the work of the Government is being carried 
on with despatch and efficiency. Another instance of the ‘n-efficiency of the 
Civil Supplies Department can be seen in the fact that there is acute scarcity 
of kerosene oil in various villages of Kangra district though the Govern- 
ment take to itself the credit of supplying kerosene oil in every part 
of the districts. The people had to go without it for the last two 
months and their difficulty can be more imagined than described. 
Since the Government has reduced the commission from two pice 
to one pice, the wholesale dealers have now begun to take little interest to 
sell kerosene oil. Moreover, the Government has no control over these 
wholesale dealers who are often found careless in supplying kerosene oil to 
the depot-holders. Besides this, ration cards have not been prepared for a 
long time past as the sub-inspectors do not take the trouble of visiting 
villages as they do not get T. A. from the Government. The Government 
should allow travelling allowance to these sub-inspectors so that they may 
begin to take interest in the work entrusted to them. I fail to understand the 
idea of employing this staff when the work of rationing is not being carried 
on in right earnest. Moreover, it is surprising to find that Govern- 


,ment has fixed different quotas of sugar for urban and rural class of 


people. Whereas the maximum quantity of sugar admissible per head is 
2 chhatanks for the people living in urban areas, it is seven chhatanks per 
head in case of rural population. I really fail to understand why this 
invidious distinction exists between urbanites and ruralites. But whenever 
such matters are brought to the notice of the hon. Chief Minister he puts off 
the matter saying that no such controversy should be raised. In fact 
Government is responsible for bringing such issues to the forefront. Moreover 
on special occasions such as marriage, death or birth, special quota of sugar 
is allowed, but unfortunately people living jn villages of my district do not 
enjoy this facility as well. They are unable to get such permits from the 
sub-inspectors of rationing as the office is located at headquarters which is at 
a distance of 20 or 30 miles from their villages. Before the introduction of 
rationing system, there used to be Civil Supplies Committee in every village 
which used to jssue such permits. By this system the villagers could get the 
supply of sugar without any difficulty. I would, therefore, suggest that the 
same system should again be revived so that the rural population may be 
saved from the discomfort of walking to long distances on foot. There is no 
electric flour mill in the Kangra district and “‘kharases” are used for grinding 
wheat. On account of the imposition of milling control order, these 
illiterate people are faced with great difficulty to maintain regular accounts 
and for this reason they have been forced to close their Kharases. Some- 
time back the flour mill by chance went out of order and the people had to 
experience great difficulty in getting flour. When the hon. Chief Minister 
went on tour to Dharamsala, the people met him in deputation and requested 
him to cancel the order and he promised to remove their difficulty but the 
order had not been cancelled up to the 6th of this month in spite of the Chief 
Minister’s assurance. Such a restriction should not be imposed there. More- 
over, the people of Kangra district and particularly of Dharamsala are 
habitual rice eaters and the quality of rice that is produced in that district is 
superfine. These people cannot take rice which is available under the rationing 
system. They generally take “Sela Basmati’. Previously Dharamsala was 
exempt and there was no control on rice. The people used to get rice of good 
quality from outside. The rationing system should, therefore, be withdrawn 
from Dharamsala as people are facing great difficulty under this system. It 
would be better if “fair price” shops are opened there so that people may get 
all commodities at cheap prices Apart from this it should not be made 
compulsory for the people-to take inferior quality of rice which is available 
at the rationing depots. If it is not done, it will be tantamount to encouraging 
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black-marketing of fine type of rice. Large quantity of rice is grown in my 
area particularly in the three tahsils of Kangra, Nurpur and Palampur. At 
present the whole quantity of rice is going into black-market. I would 
suggest that the Government should give zamindars a fair price for the 


commodity so that they may not have recourse to this bad habit of 
black-marketing. 


Shri Behari Lal Chanana (Ex-Member west Punjab Assembly represen- 
ting South East Multan Division, General, Rural) (Hindustani) : Sir, as there 
isa very limited time at my disposal. I cannot go into the details of the 
manner in which controls are being worked in this State. I shall only place a 
few points before the House. I shall give a few suggestions also which in my 
opinion will go a long way in remedying the defects which have been pointed 
out by my hon. Friends Pandit Shri Ram Sharma and Sardar Swaran Singh. 
To my mind we can get rid of many of the drawbacks of the system of 
controls as put through in the State through different notifications and rules 
and regulations if we set up a provincial Advisory Committee like the one 
we had in the united Punjab, of which Sardar Swaran Singh and Sardar 


Baldev Singh have been members. This committee did wonderful work 


in the united Punjab and there is no reason why it should not prove usefu! 
for our State. When this committee is a representative of the Government, 
trade and the consumers, it will evolve a policy which is calculated 
to bring about prosperity for everybody. So far as the traders are concerned I 
can assure the House that in such an event they will do everything in 
their power to co-operate, 


The second point which I wish to place before the hon. Members is 
the fact that we have been. unnecessarily feeding the fire of controls and 
there is no knowing where we are heading to. The House while recalling 
the history ot controls will remember that originally the controls were imposed 
asa war time emergency. By and by they went on developing into various 
shapes and forms. e.g. price control, distribution control, rationing control, 
movement control and so many other controls. At present we find that our 
state trading scheme has assumed such vast proportions that it is not possible 
to carry it on without adequate storage equipment, so much so that our Prime 
Minister felt the necessity of asking for stocks from the United States of 
America. The Hindustani phrase aptly applies to the situation we are in : 


Ma AA Al FA. | ear a 
Waa Baa! fam A A eer at | 


My hon Friend Sardar Swaran Singh pointed out that some vested 
interests had been created in this Department by the administration itself. 
Here I should not be misunderstood. I shall only lay facts before the House 
without any comment as to whether the continuance of controls is necessary 
or not. Firstly I say that the officers and servants of this Department who 
are not permanent employees of the Government in these Departments do not 
“favour” the idea of liquidating controls. Secondly there is a class of new 
traders which is not only benefitting through the black market but 
is in a position to manage permits and has the advantage of sufficient 
margin in the controlled and fair prices of articles. Thirdly there is a 
category among the consumers which is ina position to purchase some 
quantities of controlled commodities e.g., foodgrains, sugar etc. through 
permits and sell them at profitable rates in the bazar. So I may say 
that there are three varieties of people who have created vested interests 
in this Department for themselves. 
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As the time given to me is very shortI should not fail to mention 
a very important point. I dare say that it is always the poor man whether 
he is a consumer or a trader who is penalised for insignificant contraventions 
whereas the influential people can do anything with impunity. To illustrate 
this point , I wish to read a judgment : 


a- “The accused have been challaned under Section 7 of the E. S. T. P. 

r Act for having sold besın at Rs. /6/- per seer, while the controlled price 
was Ks, -/5/6 and some fraction of a pice. The besan sold is half a seer 
for Rs. -/3/- and according to the controlled price the price comes to 
Re. -/2/94. Two accused have stated that they never sold anything 
and that they have been involved unnecessarily and they have nothing to do 
with the snop. The other 2 accused admit having sold the basin for 
Rs. -/3/- but their contention is that as there could not be a fraction of 
a pice so they charged ` Rs. -/3/-. Thus it is clear from all this that 
the basan was sold for Re. -/3/. at which it should not have been sold 
ry since the controlled price was less than this. My attention has been drawn 
by the counsel for the accused to an order No. 2022 R- C. D. /13-8-46, 
according to which the retailer was allowed to charge a pice whenever 
a fraction of a pice becomes due for any quantity of sugar sold. The 
same is allowed with regard to wheat or wheat atta by an order No. 406- 
R. C. D. /Bj1-11 dated 26-2-46. The same thing is repeated in an other 
order of the Rationing Controller dated 8-2-47 No. 281-R. C. It is clear from 
this that whenever a fraction of a pice is to be charged the retailer is 
entitied to charge the whole pice in the case of sugar, wheat and wheat 
atta. Sugar and wheat are rationed and their prices controlled; besan 
is not rationed but its pice controlled. When a pice can be charged 
for a fraction of a pice under this order of the Rationing Controller in 
the cases of commodities which are rationed and price controlled, certainly 
a pice can be charged fora fraction of a pice in the case of an article 
which is not rationed though the price is controlled., As a matter of fact 
the accused should not have been challaned in the present case. I do not 
find the accused guilty of the offence and I accordingly discharge them 
and the police case is cancelled. ”’ 


tr 


Another thing which I wish to place before the Government is the necessity 
of giving wider publicity to the regulations made by it. The rules which 4 
the Government makes are published in the Government Gazette, just as is 4 
done in the ċase of Bills. The Government should not merely rely on the i 

. principle that ‘ignorance of law is no excuse’. In order that an order or rule 
. may be followed by the’ public it is necessary to give it the widest publicity. } 
Mere publication in the Gazette is not enough. Now-a-days itso happens that , 
certain rules are published in the Gazette on one day and some people are 
challaned for infringing those on the second or third day after that. In this ` 
connection, [am aware of an instance when a notiffication was published in 
the Gazette of the 3rd of this month. The Secretary of th2 Trade Association 
concerned received a letter about the issue of that notification on the 14th 
| while some people were challaned on its basis on or about the 7th. I wish 
ee to point out to the Government the inadequacy of publicity given by it 
a In order to ensure effective enforcement of an order, it is necessary to give it 

sufficient publicity. 


o~ : 
| Then, Sir, we have noticed the rise in price of sugar. The Tariff Board | 
i has made certain suggestions with regard to this matter. Nobody candeny | 
the necessity of encouraging ‘grow more food’ compaign. It is - essential to 
produce as large a quantity of cereals as possible but we should at the same 
time not ignore the production of money crops like cotton and sugar-cane, In 
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order to improve the economic condition. of the State, we should pay proper 
attention to the growth of these also. If the production of a certain 
commodity is low, its supply will be short and it will become essential to 
control it. If the very cause of shortage of supply is removed, it will not 
be necessary to impose controls. For these reasons, it is essential that proper 
attention should be paid to the production of money-crops like sugar-cane to 
remove the shortage of sugar. I will draw the attention of the House to the 
subject of ‘trade channels’ on some other occasion as I have no more time at 
my disposal to-day. 


Minister for Development : (The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa) 
(Punjabi): Sir, I am thankful to the hon. Members for the constructive 
suggestions made by them and for pointing out shortcomings in the depart- 
ment and the difficulties of the public with regard to it. It has been said, 
Sir, that there is corruption in this department. I do not say that it does 
not exist there at all but one thing about. which I wish to assure the hon. 
Members is this that there has never been such a thing as interference on 
Ministerial level, as stated by some of them. I can also assure them that 
such a thing will never happen. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Is the Minister giving assurance for the period 
for which he is in charge of it ? 


Minister for Development I can give assurance for that period only. 
Not only that, if any Member proves that there has been any interference on 
my part, I shall be prepared to- tender my resignation without waiting for 
a formal motion. If somebody has any doubts even after this assurance, I can 
only feel sorry for it. 


Nobody can say that controls are good but these have to be: imposed 
when there is shortage of certain things. Controls have been imposed with 
respect to those commodities only of which there is shortage in the market. 
It becomes difficult to procure a thing whose supply is short and its distri- 
bution too involves many difficulties. Everybody who is connected with the 
work of procurement and distribution is not an angel nor can his antecedents 
be verified. Some of them may have certain shortcomings and even weak- 
ness and may favour certain persons. In that case it is too much to say that 
these things happen with the knowledge of the higher authorities. So far as 
officers of this department are concerned I am confident that they do no such 
things and | feel proud of them. Most of my hon. Friends spoke about food 
only. In this connection, Sir, I wish to submit that something is said on 
account of misunderstanding or want of information. It is an admitted 
fact that with the loss of fertile lands there is shortage of food in the country. 
After partition, the production in this State is low as our lands are not so 
productive as those which we have lost. At first the controls were removed, 
but then the prices rose so high that poor people found it very difficult to 
buy food. Control had therefore to be re-imposed in 1948. In twenty large 
towns complete rationing has been introduced and in another seven cantrolled 
distribution has been enforced. In deficit districts, the Deputy Commissioners 
have been asked to arrange for the distribution of food-grains. As 
we had not sufficient quantity of food grains in the State to meet 
our requirements, we arranged for import of food grains from outside 
through the Government of India. To meet a part of our requirements from 
within the State, we introduced the procurement scheme. In the beginning, 
this scheme was introduced in regard to rice only. But afterwards it was 
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extended to wheat, barley and other food grains also. Asa tesult of this 
scheme, the village people got price for their surplus commodities while the 
Government’s requirements were also met to some extent. In 1948, the 
Government procured 15,662 tons of rice as compared with the original 
target of 12,000 tons. In 1949—50, we fixed our target at 55,000 tons and 
we actually purchased 85,000 tons of paddy which, we hope, would yield 
50,000 tons of rice. As regards wheat, our target was 1,61,500 tons; but 
we have so far proeured 2,17,000 tons and it is hoped that by the end of the 
year we would have procured 2,20,000 tons. In regard to barley, our target 
was 32,000 tons, but we have actually procured only 17,631 tons. It is because 
the crop of barley has not been quite good in the State. In 1948—49 we 
imported 96,210 tons of wheat; but in 1949—50 we have imported about 
69,000 tons only. 


Some of my hon. Friends have complained of bad quality of rationed 
flour. It was due to the fact that the wheat we imported from outside was 
not so good. So necessarily we had to mix it with our indigenous produce, 
But I may inform the hon. Members that this mixing of wheat has now 
been stopped. This time the Government of India has refused to give us 
any wheat out of the imported quota. Onthe other hand, they have asked 
us to supply them 30,000 tons of foodrgrains besides gram, out of our own 
produce. Under these circunistances we shall have to intensify our procurement 
campaign during the next year. If we succeed in achieving our target in 
procurement, we shall not only supply better stuff to our own people, but we 
shall also be able to spare some quantity to other States and the Government 
of India. Before the last rainfall, we became apprehensive about the prospects 
of crops in our State. We, therefore, wrote to the Government of India that 
we might have to ask for imported food grains. But since then, there has 
been good rainfull and our hopes have been revived. Given the support and 
co-operation of hon. Members of this House, we shall succeed in our pro- 
curement programme. In order to see this scheme through, the Government 
had to control distribution and impose restrictions on the movement of food 
grains. Naturally people were put to some inconvenience. But we had to do 
it keeping in view the paramount needs of the country. As a matter of fact, 
the Government of India urged upon us to impose a sort of levy on’ every- 
body. But we did not agree to that. Now the PEPSU Government is also 
following the same scheme as is being fallowed over here. It is hoped that 
other States would also follow suit. 


For want of time, I do not want to go into the question of rationing 
in different towns. I would, however, like to point out that people have 
cooperated with us in a difficult time when we issued gram flour to them along 
with wheat flour. But now I assure them that they would get better 
food in the course of next year, because we have better prospect of crops. 


Some of the hon. Members have complained about the bad quality of 
seed grains. [admit that we had not good seed grains. But still we 
supply the best that could be procured from the market. For the future, 
however, we have decided to procure good quality seed grains from our 
agricultural farms and there will be no complaint in this regard. 


Some Friends have also pointed out that prices of food-grains should not 
be allowed to fall so much as to cause loss to the producer. 


t 
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Sir, I wish to assure the hon. Members that Puniab Government has 
taken a keen interest in this matter. The Government of India is of the view 
that the prices should be reduced. But-in the interest of the grower we arè 
pleading strongly with the centfal Government not to lower the rates of wheat. 
(Hear, hear). Itis possible that the central Government might not accedé 
to our demand in the interests of the consumers. But we will try to put 
our argument before them. 


= peor e 


Some of the hon. Members have raised an objection with regard 
to the price of seeds that the Government charged from the farmers. Sardar 
Sajjan Singh has complained that the Government charged Rs. 21/- per 
maund for seed from growers having itself purchased it at Rs. 14/- per maund. 
I admit that the seed was supplied at a higher price. But the reason for 
doing so was that there was a fear that the people might take to eating 
wheat that was being supplied for the purpose of seed. So in order to 
prevent people from using it that way a higher price was charged. l 


Sardar Bachan Singh : Why does the Government not return the excess 
price that has been charged by it ? 


Minister for Development: I was going to tell something about that 
also. The Government has given seed at a reduced price for the Kharif crop. 
So the profit made earlier has been returned to the growers. Government 
kept nothing out of it. 


Another objection raised by some of the hon. Members is with regard 
to.the pays and salaries of the ofticers of this department In this connec- 
tion I wish to state that this is a temporary department. If higher salaries 
are not given to its officers they might indulge in corruption. So keeping 
this fact in view the salaries are kept at a reasonably high standard, so 
that the temptation might be reduced. I am glad to note that this policy 
has been successful and corruption is on the decrease. Moreover in order 
to encourage them to continue work in this temporary department they had 
to be paid a little higher salary. 


As regards rice milling, I fully realise that there are some hardships 
involved in this matter. The Government is trying to improve the state of 
affairs as far as it can. 


Sardar Swaran -Singh: The poor chakiwalas are put to a lot of 
difficulties. - 


Minister for Development : Yes, I realise that. The grievances of the chaki- 
walas are being examined and steps will be taken to redress them Iam 
aware of the fact that the rice growers are also bearing hardships. But the 
difficulty is that we are unable to create more staff for the purpose. However, 


ry 


we will consider the problem in all its aspects and we will try to see what we. 


can do in this matter. 


As regards godowns it has been stated in some quarters that there has 

been a great loss of foodgrains in the absence of proper storage facilities etc. I 
regret to admit that there has been some loss at Ambala. Al- 
though we have sold some of the foodgrains, we cannot deny that there has 
been some loss in this matter. So in view of this experience we are trying to 
make proper storage arrangements by spending a sum of rupees four thousand. 

origi WE are trying to have rat-proof and cemented godowns. We wish to spend 
Punjageouchrnon the improvement of storage conditions and we hope that 
Panjaligttal Library 
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very soon we will achieve the objectives. As regards distribution of controlled 
commodities steps would be taken to do so through co-operative societies to 
the largest possible extent. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: Why only to the largest extent and not 
> completely ? 


Minister for Development: We can act according to the resolution 
of the House and not beyond it. We are trying to put it into practice as 
far as we can. It has been suggested that we should act according to the 
desires of hon. Members.. I assure them them that even before this sugges- 
-tion, we have been trying to act accordingly and we wlil continue doing so. 
I thank the hon. Members for their suggestions and kind words, and I assuré 
them through you, Sir, that we will do.our best to remove the complaints and 
take action on them. 


Mr. Speaker: Question is— 


` 


k That the demand be reduced by Rs. 1¢0/-. 
The motion was lost. 
Mr. Speaker : Question is— 


That a sum not exceeding Rs. 2, 59, 53, 800 be granted to 
the Governor to defray the charges that will come 
in course of payment for the year 1950-51 in respect of 
85-A-Capital Outlay on Provincial Schemes of State 
Trading. zi 

The motion was carried. 


e Sree ea paanan stn g 


} 


The Assembly then adjourned till 2.p.m. on Monday, 20th March 1950. 


Printed at Qaumi Press, Jullundur. 
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PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


i FIRST SESSION OF THE FIRST PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Monday, 20th March 1950. 


F The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber Simlu, at 2 P.M. of the 
a clock. Mr. Speaker (Tie hon. Sardar Kapoor Singh) in the Chair. 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
NATIONAL VOLUNTEER CORPS. 


A 

* 1549. Shri Virendra: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the Government have decided to wind up the 
National Volunteer Corps ; if so, the reasons thereof ? 

The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : Government have not decided tu 
wind up the Punjab Volunteer Corps, but only to reorganise it. The reor- 
ganisation scheme is under preparation. ; 

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know the number and the expend:- 
ture that have been reduced in the matter of National Volunteer Corps ? 

Chief Minister: The reduction of expenditure is about half and instead 
of the regular cadre a scheme of reorganisation is under preparation. 

: Shri Virendra : When will this reorganisation take place ? 

Chie Minister: Very soon. . 

Shri Virendra : Will any effort be made to accommodate the present 
officers ? , 

Chief Minister: Of course, some of the officers already employed may 
be absorbed when the N.V.C. is reorganised. : 

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Isit a fact that a sum of Rupees twenty 

> five lakhs has been saved which, in fact, was to be spent on the N.V.C ? 
a Chief Minister: Yes, the money has been saved as a result of reor- 
7 a ganisation. 
$ Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : May I know whether the object for which 
the N.V.C. was organised has been realized. 
Chief Minister : So far we have achieved what we desired. That is 
E why we have taken up the question of reorganising it.. 
P Z 
oo REORGANISATION OF PUBLIC RELATIONS DEPARTMENT. 
* 1551. Shri Virendra: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to 
state :— | 
(a). whether the Government intends to«implement the recommen- 
dations of the Committee appointed for the reorganisation of the 
a Public Relations Department ; 
Original with; 
aes Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 


Panjagg 


Origi 
Punj 


Digit 


i" 
i 


Panj Am 


( 11)2 


PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY , [20th March, 1950 


(Shri Virendra | 


| 

| 

: 
(b) 

i _ The hon. Dr Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) Yes. 
(b) 


which of those recommendations have been implemented so far? 


The recommendations have been under Government’s consider- 


ation and are likely to be implemented within the next three 
months. 


“as 
Shri Virendra : The report of the committee appointed forithe purpose 
of reorganising the Public Relations Department was submitted about eight É 
or nine months back. May I know the reason why three more months will : 
be required for the implementation of the recommendations ? 
Chief Minister: For implementing the recommendations the appoint- t 
ment of the Director is necessary. The papers arə with the Public Servic: 
Commission for this purpose. à] 
RESOURCES AND RETRENCHMENT COMMITTEE, ~ 
* 1554. Sbri Virendra : Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to 
state .-—~ 
(a) the date when the Resources and Retrenchment Committee 
‘was formed ; | : 
(b) the names of the members of this Committee ; : 
(cì) the total number of sittings held by this Committee so far ; 
(d) the total expenditure incurred by the Government on this 
Committee ; | 
(e) whether the Committee has submitted its report, if not, the 
reasons therefor ? 
The hon Dr Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) The Committee was appoint- 
ed on 5th July, 1948. 
e . 
(b) 1. The hon. Finance Minister (Chairmanl. 
2. Shri Dev Raj Sethi, M.L.A. 
3. S. Ujjal Singh, M.L.A. 
4. Shrimati Sita Devi, M.L.A. , 
5. Shri Ganga Saran, M. L.A. . 
6. Shri Bihari Lal Channa, M.L.A. a 
7. S Jagjit Singh Mann, M.L.A. è 
8. Seth Sudharshan, M.L A. pn 
9. Dr. LC Jain, M.A., Ph. D., D Sc. (London). . 
10. Finance Secretary to Government, Punjab. 
{c) Six Sittings were held which lasted for a total period of - 
working days 
(d) The total expenditnre incurred by Government on the Commit- ~ 
tee upto the 3lst January 1950 is Rs. 52,075/-. 
(e) The Committe: has not yet submitted its report. A draft 


with; 


hidhan Sabha 


by; 


report is ready, but owing to the heavy pre-occupations of the 
Finance Secretary, it has not been possible to finalise this 


“ur eee 
TUNNEL AT BHAKRA. | 
l * 1563. Shri Rattan Singh Taiib ; Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased | 
t> state :— 
` (a) whether itis a fact that a portion of one of the diversion 
tunnels at Bhakra collapsed recently, if so, the reasons 
R therefor ; 
on (b) the side of the tunnel (right or left) that collapsed ; 
. (c) the loss of life, if any, involved together with the loss of money 
the Government have to bear in this respect ? 

The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: A copy of Press Communique 
issued by Government which gives all the information on the subject is laid 
on the table of the Fiouse.* 

PUNITIVE POLICE POST AT VILLAGE MAKHI KALAN. 

* 1578. Sardar Bachan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state :-- 

(a) whether any punitive police post has been stationed at 
village Makhi Kalan, Tehsil Patti, District Amritsar ; if so 
since when ; 

(b) the sanctioned strengch of the police force for the post ; 

(c) the actual strength of the police force since the date of its 
location upto 31. 1. 50 ; 

(d) the number of cases from the village registered at the Bhikhi- 
wind Police Station since the location of the punitive police 

| post upto 31. 1. 50 ; 
| (e) the number of the cases registered against the inhabitants of 
, the aforesaid village at other police stations since the location 
| « of the punitive police post upto 31. 1. 50; | 
maiii (f) the number of the cases investigated by the officer incharge of 
this punitive police post in which the inhabitants of this village 
were involved between the aforesaid period ; 

(g) the number of cases inv estigated by him in which the inhabi- 
tants of this village were not involved during the aforesaid 
period ; if so, the reasons therefor ? 

‘ The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) Yes. Since 1. 12. 1949. 
hom. (b) 1A.S.I. and 5 Foot Constables (including 1 F.C. for Contin- 
gency Reserve). 

(c) As at (b) above. i 

(d) to (g) Nil. 

: ee ea E. | e DO 
ao *Kept j in the Tory. a 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS XIL) 


report. Itis expected that the final draft report will be in 
the hands of the members of the Committee during this month. 

7 A mecting of the Committee has been called for to meet on 
the 24th March, 1950. 
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Sardar Sajjan Singh: May I know the amount that has been realised 
from the village for maintaining the punitive post ? 


| Chief Minister : . For this notice is required. is 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Isit a fact that other work is also taken from -y 
the Police force stationed at this Punitive Post in connection with the 
maintenance of law and order ? 


Chief Minister : I can tell this provided due notice is given. 


Serdar Sajjan Singh : As no case has been registered in the said 
Punitive Post since Ist December, is the Government prepared to consider 2 
the question of withdrawing it ? 


Chief Minister : Police posts are generally posted for a certain period. 
So how can it be withdrawn before that ? | | 


> Se me wena 


MUNICIPAL COMMITTEE, JHAJJAR. 


*1379. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Minister for Labour 
be pleassed to state :— 


(a) whether it is a fact that Municipal Committee, Jhajjar had 
credited Rs. 2399/- on 2-2-49 on account of fee for the 
preliminary survey work and test boaring scheme to the 
P. W. D., Health Circle, Rohtak ; 


(b) whether the Superintending Engineer of the Circle has decided 
to delete the item of boaring, while collecting date for the 
water supply scheme ; if so, why ? 


_ The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad: (a) Yes. The fee was credited for 
preliminary survey work but not for test boaring scheme. 


(b) Yes ; because a large number of boarings previously put down 
in the Rohtak and Hissar Districts by the Agriculture 
| Engineer had yielded brackish water which is not entirely fit 
| for drinking purposes. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Isit not a fact that the Municipal Commi- 
|  ttee requested the Government to sanction the expenditure on boring but 
i the Government refused to do so? What was the reason for this ? 


Chief Minister: The question has already been replied to. 


s pe 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Do the Government not realise that there 
is a large number of refugees and that there is an acute shortage of water 
supply in Jhajjar. 


An hon. Memeber : “Jhajjar” is always full of water. (Laughter). 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: But in this case it is quite empty. 
(Renewed laughter). « 


PAYMENT OF MONTHLY SALARY AND T. A. BILLS OF 
TAHSILDAR, GURGAON. 


*1874, Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Chief Minister be 
\ı„pleased to state :— 
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(a) the reason for undue delay in the payment of monthly salary 
and Travelling Allowance bills for the years 1947—48 and 
1949 of a Tehsildar who served in district Gurgaon ; 


? 


(b) the leave salary of the same Tehsildar from 9-6-49 to 31-8-49 ? 


= The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : (a)—(b) Unless the name of the 
Tehsildar is given by the hon. Member, it is not possible 
to collect the requisite information. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Isit not a fact that a Tehsildar of Gurgaon 
has not yet been paid his travelling allowance and salary for the period he 
served in that district ? 


Minister for Education : If the hon. Member tells us the name and the 
P place of posting of the incumbent, action will be taken for the payment of his 
dues. 


— Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Well, Sir, I had mentioned the name of 
that Tehsijdar in the original question, but it appears to have been omitted 
by the hon. Speaker, since rules do not permit disclosure of the name of a 
person about whom interpellations are made. 


w Mr. Speaker: I would like to clear the position so far as this particular 
question is concerned. Sometimes I find that questions which are not very 
important and which concera individuals, are put as starred questions All 
the same I allow them after making suitable amendments therein. I try. 
to avoid names but as the Government have expressed their inability to 
reply to this question for want ofa name, I shall consider the course to be 
adopted in future’to avoid this difficulty. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: As I have already submitted, I had given 
the name of the Tehsildar in the original question but it was omitted - when 
the qusstion was admitted. Á | 


T Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member gave notice of a very lengthy question 
giving all the details but as I wanted him to be brief, I amended the question. 
For future, however, I shall consider what should be done in such cases. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : I want to know whether it has come to 
the notice of the Government that, that Tehsildar sent about fifty reminders 
to the Department and made every effort to realise his T A. and salary 
Bills amounting to Rs. 1894/8/-, but failed toget them. May I know why 
such an inordinate delay has been caused in the payment of his dues ? 


Minister: As I have already stated, if the hon. Member tells the 
place of posting as also the period, the disposal of the case wil be 
expedited. 


ponu 


REFUGEE RELIEF FUND. 


*1378. Pandit -Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Minister. for 
Education be pleassed to state : 


(a) whether the Manager, Haryana Public High School, Gohana 
dpm (Rohtak) has applied for special grant-in-aid from the Refugees 
Relief Fund ; if so, to what result ; . , 


(b) whether, the Haryana High School Sonepat has also applied 
for the same and if so, to what result ; : i 


(c) whether the requests are on the ground to accommodate a 
very large number of refugee students ? 
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The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh: (a) Yes. Refugees Relief Fund is 
meant for paying compensation to Schools in lieu of loss in 
fee income on account of their forced closure during distur- 
bances, repairs to Educational Institutions used as Refugee 
Camps and maintenance of Camp Schools. No other grants 


are permissible. However special grants have been paid to ™ 
Haryana Public High School -Gohana and Sonepat out of the 
Provincial Revenues : 
(b) As in (a) above. 
(c) Yes 
STATIONERY ALLOWANCE TO PATWARIS. j 
*1477. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the hon. Minister for Education -u 
be pleassed to state :— 
(a) whether prior to 1932 the Patwaris were ‘paid four annas each 
| per mensem for the stationery used by them ; 
(b) whether the*said allowance has been stopped; if so, the 
reasons therefor ; 7 
_(c) what other arrangements, if any, have been made by the 
Government for the supply of stationery to the patwaris ? 
The hon: Sardar Narotam Sirgh: (a) Yes. 
(b) No. The patwaris are now being paid annas eight each per 
mensem as stationery allowance. 
(c) Does not arise. 
| REDEMPTION OF LAND OWNED BY MUSLIM EVACUEES. 
*1476. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation 
be pleased to state :— 
(a) the total area of land owned by the Muslim evacuees in the 
| State of Punjab but mortgaged with possession with the 
non-muslims; 
| (b) whether the Government has considered any measures for 
the redemption of such lands ? s 
The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: (a) 155,535 standard acres. j 
(b) Yes. The likely cost of redemption of mortgaged land is P 
| estimated at four anda half crores of rupees. This question 
a was considered at a meeting of the Joint Rehabilitation Board, 
and it was decided that on account of paucity of funds, this 
was not an opportune time for embarking on such a scheme. 
Shri Dev Raj Sethi: May I know whether instead of paying in cash, 
| the Government have considered any other method for the redemption 
| of these lands ? 
Minister: At firstit was decided to pay off the mortgagee and get z 


the lands redeemed for purposes of allotment to the refugees. Since the 
amount involved was to the tune of 44 crores of rupees, Government could 
not afford to pay it. So itis being considered to grant a part of the land 


to the-mortgagees in licu of thcir mortgage money. and get the rest of the 


 §@ lands redeemed. 
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Shri Dev Raj Sethi: May I know whether it is also the policy of the 
Government to get these lands redeemed with a view to distributing them 
amang those refugees who have not yet been allotted any lands ? 


e 2 Minister : After the completion of the quasi permanent allotment 
əf lands careful consideration will be given to the matter, 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: When is this matter expected to be decided ? 
r a Minister: As soon as possible, say within three or four months. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: Isit the intention of the Government to get 
the lands redeemed by paying the mortgagee the value of his money on no 


- « profit no-loss basis ? 

2 _ Minister: Government are giving their careful attention to this matter. 
| It is considered that the market value of the land be paid to the mortgagees 

aon and get the lands redeemed. This is thought necessary because sometimes 


it so happens that the amount taken by the mortgagor is small as compared 
with the money for which the land is mortgaged. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: But this does not take very long to accomplish 
the matter. | 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: May I know whether the Government have 
considered the desirability of paying off the money from the funds which 
have been collected as rent of evacuee property or from the sale proceeds 


of plots of land in different townships and thus bring about the redemption 
of these lands. ` 


Minister : Government have no such idea at present. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know whether the hon. Minister has 
any idea or estimate of the area of such lands left by Muslim evacuees but 
mortgaged in possession with the non-Muslims ? 


Minister : The area of such lands is 155,535 standard acres. 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know how much land out of this 
area, has been taken by the Government for their own use ? 


Minister : Not a single acre of land has been taken by the Government. 
The whole of the land is still in possession of the mortgagees. 


Chaudhri Sundar Singh: May I know whether out of these 155,535 
| acres, Government have any attention to grant land to those displaced persons 
7 who were mortgagees of certain lands in Pakistan ? 


e an 
Ë Minister: So far this question has not been considered by _ the 
, Government. 
Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the hon. Minister please tell us whether 
Government would consider the desirability of permitting those displaced 
persons who are willing to pay the mortgage money to the mortgagee to get the 
° lands redeemed and bring them under cultivation ? 
P- Minister ; Government have no intention to permit the displaced 
persons to pay for the redemption of mortgaged lands. 
Chaudhri Sunder Singh : May I know when will the Government con- 
sider the question of granting lands to the displaced mortgagee from 
Pakistan ? 
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Minister : It is expected that the work of allotment of lands will be 
accomplished by the end of the month of March. After this such relevant 
matters will be attended to 


Shri Virendra : May I know whether after the completion of the quasi 
permanent allotment of lands, any land will be left for distribution ? 


Minister : After the completion of the allotment of lands several dis- 
putes would arise, which will have to be decided. When they have been 
settled, then it will be seen whether fany land is left for distribution among 
the refugees. 


Shri Virendra: Ifthat is the expectation, then how does he propose 
to meet the claims of those who have not yet been allotted any lands ? 


Minister : We have 155535 acres of mortgaged land which is to be 
redeemed and their is possibility of considerable area of culturable waste land 
being reclaimed and made available for distribution. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: May I know why Government are not prepared 
to grant facilities to the rural refugees to get these lands redeemed when 
displaced persons in the cities and towns enjoy the same in the matter ai 
redemption of mortgaged property. 


Minister : Government have no intention to allow the rural refugees 
to get the mortgaged lands redeemed, because it is very likely that those 
displaced persons who can afford to pay the mortgaged money, will get them 
very cheaply to the detriment of the deserving people who would be getting 
those lands if the Government restituted them. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: The hon. Minister has remarked that the present 
financial position of the Government does not permit of getting these mort- 
gaged lands redeemed and that individuals could not be allowed to get these 
lands redeemed because there is a likelihood of their getting them very 
cheaply. In view of this may I know whether Government intend to permit 
those refugees who have got less lands due to acut in the acreage, to pay 
the mortgage money and get the land restituted ? . 


Minister : The financial position does.not stand in the way., Govern- 
ment are thinking of a method, as I have already stated, by which the mort- 
gage money could be paid in the form ofa part of land, so that the remain- 
ing land be redeemed. For instance, ten acres of land in possession of a 
mortgagee could be redeemed by giving him two acres of land which covered 
the mortgage money, 


CER aaee ee aree 


HUTS IN REFUGEE CAMPS. 


- *4552 Shri Virendra: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation be 
pleased to state :-- 


(a) the total number of huts built by the Government in different 
refugee Camps ; 


(b) the total number of persons occupying these huts ; 


(c) the total number of persons who have not been given any huts 
or houses and are still living in tents ; 
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(d) the total expenditure incurred by the Government in building 
these huts ? 


The hon. Dr, Lehna Singh Sethi: (a) Completed 8812. 
In hand . 4358. 

(b) Number occupying completed huts £41,200. 

(c) Number living under tents in camps 65,311. 


(d) Rs. 21,15,954/- spent uptil 30.11.49. Estimated total expenditure 
on construction of huts during current financial year :- 


Rs. 44,00,000 


Shri Virendra : It is the intention of the Government to buil.y more 


huts besides these eight thousand huts ? 


Minister : Thirteen thousand huts would be completed by 15th April 
1950. 


Shri Virendra : How many refugees would be accommodated in these 
huts ? 


Minister: About sixty thousand. 


Shri Virendra : What arrangements does the Government intend to 
make for the rest ? i 


Minister : Accomodation would also be provided for the rest j.e. about 
15 thousand refugees, NaN 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: May I know the conditions under which these 


huts have been given to them. Are they to use these huts without any 
charges ? 


Minister : They are being removed from the tents and accommodated 
in the huts. The question regarding the conditions as referred to by the hon. 
Member has not yet been decided. 


Chaudhri Sunder Singh: Is there any proposal to make arrangements 


for those people who would be asked to vacate houses at the time of perma- 
nent allotment ? 


Minister : The hon. Member’s question related to the villages. If 
people other than the agriculturists want to livein the villages, they will be 
provided with land and cost for building their huts. 


ANNUAL INCOME FROM MUSLIM EVACUEE PROPERTY. 


* 1553. Shri Virendra: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation be 
pleased to state :-- 


(a) the total annual income from the Muslim Evacuee Property 
in the state ; 


(b) the total amount realised from the Muslim Evacuee Property 


during the period between 15th August, 1947 to 31st December, 
1949 ; a 


(c) the manner in which Government propose to utilise ? 
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The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: (a) Rs. 1,22,43,682/6/1. 


(b) Rs. 2,75,72,025/15/4 inclusive of sale proceeds of unclaimed 
property. 


(c) No decision has yet been taken by the Government in this 
matter. = 


Shri Virendra : May I know the reasons as to why the same reply as 
was given to this very question last year is being given to-day also ? 


Minister: At that time I was not a Minister. 


Shri Viredra : How long will it take the Government to decide this 
matter ? 


Chief Minister : The decision of this question is dependent upon the 
Inter Dominion agreement. , 


Shri Virendra : May I know if the same reply would be given by the 
hon. Minister next year also ? 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know if the hon. Minister is entitled 
to give evassive replies ? 


Mr. Speaker: Order! Order ! 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : May I know if the income of the Muslim Evacuee 
property is deposited in any bank. Has any interest been added to it ? 


| Minister: The amount is not spent but is deposited in the same 
| account. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh ; May I know if any amount on account of interest 
has been added to it ? 


sury It is not utilised in any direction but is reserved under the Head 


: | Chief Minister: The whole amount is lying in the Government Trea- 
| 
| “Ways and Means”. 


- 
TD compose anem reno 


CREATION OF POSTS OF ASSISTANT REGISTRARS CO-OPERATIVE 
SOCIETIES IN URBAN REHABILITATION DEPARTMENT. 


*'1373. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Minister for ` 
Developement be pleased to state wheter some Posts of Assistant Registrars, > 
Cooperative Societies were created in the Urban Rehabilitation Department aad 
in East Punjab; if so, whether the Services were asked for from the Ca- 
$ = operative Department, and suitable officers deputed to Urban Rehabilitation 
Department , if not, why not ? 


The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: The Director General, 
Rehabilitation (Urban) East Punjab wanted the following officers to work 
under the Additional Registrar, Cooperative Societies (Rehabilitation). 


1. Two Senior Permanent Assistant Registrars in the Cooperative Depart- 
ment of sufficient Seniority, for appointment as Deputy Registrars. km 


having worked in such areas either as Inspectors or as Assistant Registrars. 
But due to shortage of trained officersin the Department, the staff 


| 

| 

! 2. Five Assistant Registrars having experience of work in urban areas 
| 

| asked for could not be spared. 
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*1373. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it not a fact that retired officials 
have been employed in the Urban Rehabilitation Department and that the 
officers from amongst the services have not been utilized ? 


Minister: People from amongst the services could not be spared to 
do this work, | 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is ita fact that there are about 40 trained 
persons working in the Co-operative Department who could have been employed 
in place of the retired officers? May I know as to why persons from this 


department have not been employed in place of the retired persons who have 
been re-employed ? 


Minister : The required number was not available and those who were 
available could not be spared. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : May I know why the services of people 


from this department have not been utilized. Was this due to any depart- 
mental jealousy ? 


Minister: No that was not the case. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it a fact that the hon. Chief Minister 


wrote to him not to stick to old practices and appoint trained men already 
working in the department ? 


Minister; It has never happened. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it not a fact that the hon. Minister 


never cared to accept any reasonable and right suggesstions in this 
connection ? 


" Minister: The hon, Member never made any right or reasonable 
suggestion. 


Sradar Swaran Singh: May I know if it would not be better to amal- 
gamate both these departments in the interests of the Co-operative Secieties ? 


Minister: The suggestion of the hon. Member would be considered. 


Sardar Ajit Singh: Is it a fact that the Co-operative Department set 
up previously was functioning satisfactorily. In the light of the above fact, 


may I know if there was any necessity to create Co-operative Department in 
the Rehabilitation Department ? 


Chief Ministsr: The Co-operative Department could not cope up with § 
this work. It was therefore felt necessary to get the work of Co-operative 


Societies in connection with rehabilitation done through this Rehabilitation 
Department. 


Sardar Ajit Singh: In the light of the reply given by the hon. Chief 
Minister to the effect that Co-operative Department could not cope up with 
the work., May I know whether the new department has registered any 
societies Is ita fact that this department has stopped advancing any loans 
to the societies registered by the Co-operative Department. 


~’ Mr. Speaker: This is giving information. 


Chief Minister: I require notice for this question. 


Origi 
Punj 
Digit 


Panjal 


with; 


(11)12 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [20th March, 1950 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: May I know if comparatively more societies 
have been. registered by this new department since it started its work. Has 
this new department advanced any loans to the societies? 


Sardar Partap Singh: May I know whether the Co-operative Societies 
created in the Urban Rehabilitation Department are also helpful to the 
refugees in the rural areas ? 


Chief Minister: Co-operative Societies have been formed in Urban 


Rehabilitation Department only. The same Societies would also be formed 
in the Rural Rehabilitation Department. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it not a fact that on seeing the establish- 
ment of the Co-operative Societies in the Urban Rehabilitation, whenever 
the people of the rural areas approach the Government for help through the 
Co-operative Societies, they are informed that arrangements exist for urbanites 
only and that there was no such arrangement for the ru-ralalites ? 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know the number of the retirec 


persons and the people from amongst the services in the Co-oper ative Societies 
of the Urban Rehablitation Department ? 


Minister : I require notice for this question. 


Sardar Shiv Saran Singh: Is it not the policy of the Government not 
to re-employ retired persons? Is it a fact that in spite of the trained hands 
already available in the department, retired persons have been re-employed ? 


Minister: Only trained persons have been employed. 


Sardar Shiv Saran Singh: If it was a question of securing the services 


of technical men, may I know how many of those so appointed are technical 
hands ? 


Minister - Only those persons have been re-employed, who were experts, 
ecause the work that has been entrusted to them could not have been done 
by the Inspectors of the Co-operative Department. 


Sardar Swaran Singh : Instead of creating a new Department, could not 
the object be achieved by expanding the existing Department ? 


Minister : The matter is receiving the attention of the Government and 
it is hoped that the existing Department will be expanded. 


Sardar Swaran Singh : Does not the existence of two separate Depa?t- 
ments result in mutual jealousy and friction leading to the retardation of worm? 


Chief Minister: If we feel that this is happening, we shall certainly 
amalgamate them without unnecessary delay and even if this doesn’t happen 
they will be amalgamated in due course. 


_ Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know whether the number of trained 
persons in the regular Department is sufficient or not ? 


Chief Minister: [f the hon. Member gives notice, we shall let him 
know the number of trained and untrained persons. 
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DISMISSAL OF A CLERK OF THE OFFICE OF ASSISTANT 
REGISTRAR, CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES, AMBALA 


*1376. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Minister for Develop- 
ment bepleased to state:-— | 


(a) whether it is a fact that the dismissal of a clerk in the office of 
the Assistant Registrar, Cooperative Societies, Ambala has 
been cancelled by the Registrar, and the Government has to 
pay asum of Rs. more than 1,300/- to the clerk concerned 
from the dates of his dismissal and re-instatement. 


(b) the officer responisble for this loss to the Government and the 
action Government proposes to take in the matter ? - 


The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa. (a) First part. Yes. 


Second part. No. Rs. 28/7/- only are payable to the clerk as he was 
temporary hand and was dismissed from service on 19/2/48 and his appoint- 
ment in the normal course was to terminate on 29/2/1948. 


(b) Deputy Registrar, Co-operative Societies, Delhi, passed the original 
order of dismissal in good faith. This order has been set 


aside in appeal. The question of taking any action against 
the officer does not arise. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Does not the Government think that the 
officer whose orders have been declared against the rules by the Registrar 
has committed some offence or blunder ? 


Minister : There is no question of any blunder, having been committed. 


An official was dismissed but as a result of an appeal to the higher authority 
he has been reinstated. _. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: But is it not a fact that the Registrar has 
remarked on his appzal, that the decision to dismiss him had been taken 
without giving a thought to the Civil service Rules ? 
~ Mr. Speaker: HadI known that an appeal lay against the order, I 
would not have admitted this question. I would like the hon. Members not 
to put questions if any other remedy is open. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: I want to draw your attention to an 
important matter. The remarks on the appeal are. 


In passing the order of dismissal on such and such junior grade 
clerk m Assistant Registrars office Ambala (E), the 
Deputy Registrar, Co-operative Societies, did not comply 
with the provisions of Rule 14-15 of C. S. R. Vol. I. The 


order is thus ultra vires. 
Now Sir, in view of the fact that as a result of the illegal dismissal 
of an official, the Government has had to bear some loss, is it not proper 


that some action should be taken against the officer responsible for passing 
the dismissal orders ? | 


Chief Minister: Sir, I beg to submit that the hon. Member has reap 
out something from an order which should be a confidential document 
I am not here to verify what he has said and unless the presumption is 
correct, no reply is necessary. 
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AGRICULTURAL EXHIBITIONS AND DEMONSTRATIONS. 


*1473. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the hon. Minister for Development 
be pleased to state : . 


(a) The number of exhibitions of agricultural, Produce held by thə 
Agricultural Assistants of each Tahsil in the Rohtak district 
from ist April, 1948 upto 31st December, 1949. 


(b) the number of demonstrations held by the above mentioned 
staff to popularise the modern methods of agriculture during 
the period referred to in part (a) above in each Tahsil of the 
said district. | 


The hon, Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: The required information 


asked for in (a) and (b) above is given below :— 


Nature of demonstaation or Names of Tahsils. 
Exhibition. 


‘Rohtak Gohana Sonepat Jhajjar Total 
1. No. of demonstration plots of | 
© various improved crops laid out. | 127 © 94 55 47 323 


2. No. of practical demonstrations 
of improved implements impro- 
ved cultivation, method of 


sowing ete. given to Zamindars 617 448 609 220 1894 
3. No. of meetings held by the 

staff. 447 193 932 607 2179 
4. No. of lectures delivered to the 

villagers. |1147 1080 2380 1602 6209 
-§. Seed-produce exhibitions. | 20 18 24 12 74 


' 
} 
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UNCULTIVATED LAND iN AMBAIA DIS1RICT. 
*1562. Shree Rattan Singh Tabib : Will the hon. Minister for Develop- 
ment be pleased to state: 


(a) the cultivable land left uncultivated for the last five years, 
ten years, fifteen years, twenty years, thirty years and fifty 
years respectively in each Tehsil of the Ambala district : 


(b) what means, if any, have so far been adopted to bring such 
land under the plough ; 


(c) whether any plan has been prepared by the district food 
| production committee to make the grow more food drive a 
success in the district ; 

| (d) the extent. of voluntary. co-operation, the district authorities 
oo succeeded in getting from the general public ; 
Wigin wit 
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the number, if any, of non-official members and congress workers | 
of the district on the District Food Productions Committee 
and whether any of these persons was requested to participate 
in the lecturing programme ; 


(g) whether the non-official members of the said committee and 


the congress workers were asked to use the vehicles maintained 
for this purpose in the district for attending such meetings ? 


The hon. Sardar Gurbaohan Singh Bajwa. 


(a) 


A statement is laid on the table. 


Name of the Tehsils. 


Year Ambala Naraingarh Jagadhri Kharar Rupar 


1944-45 31788 acres 20433 acres 27435 acres 17464 acres 10876 acres. 
1939-40 29490 -do- 19062 -do- 28170 -do- 17216 -do- 11623 -do- 
1934-35 28450 -do- 23529 -do- 26416 -do- 18283 -do- 11536 -do- 
1929-30 32667 -do- 34936 -do- 29377 -do- 19698 -do- 13953  -do- 
1919-20 34988 -do- 26498 -do- 31524 -do- 21907 -do- 18191 -do- 


7 


The information relating to 50 years’ item is not available from 
Revenue Records. 


(b) (i) Individual proprietors have been persuaded by propaganda 


(c) 


to‘break their own lands. 


(ii) Village common lands and lands belonging to landlords 
who do not possess adequate means to break up this land 
have been leased out for cultivation. 


(iii) Government waste land has been leased out at a nominal 
rent of Re. 1/-/- per acre and is being broken up by lessees. 
\ 


Yes. 


(d) Voluntary co-operation from the public is not forthcoming to 


the desired extent. Even the attendance of non-official members 
of the District and Tahsil Food Production Committees is 
very discouraging. In spite of constant persuations exercised 
by the District authorities, the attendance of the non- 
official members in the said meetings has not shown any 
improvement. Sufficient co-operation is, however, forthcoming 
from the cultivators themselves as is evident from the largely 
attended public meeting convened in the Rural areas in 
connection with the Grow-More-Food Campaign as well as 
their response in taking up work according to the work chalked 
out by the District authorities. 


(e) District Level............... 55. 


Tahsil —,,,  cesecssceenes „300. 
(iy) 1 
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(ii) All members both officials and non-officials are expected 


(g) 


to paiticipate in and address meetings. No special requests 
are, therefore, made. 


No. 


eS cD OES coma 


The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa : 


*1575. Sardar Bachan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Development 
be pleased to state :— | 


| 
| 
| 
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(a) the quantity of maize, jowar, bajra and cotton-seeds purchased 


by the Government during the year 1949 ; 


(b) the rate per maund at which each of the aforesaid commodities 


was purchased ; 


(c) the incidental and other charges incurred by the Goveroment 


per maund for each of these commodities ; 


(d) the control rate ffxed by the Government for each of these 


commodities during the year 1949 ; 


(e) the price per maund for each of the above commodities 


charged by the Government oe agencies from the Zamindars? 


o. The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: The reply to this question 
| isnot yet ready. It will be supplied to the hon. Member when ready. 


ee ea TE 


STOCKS OF BAJRA, JOWAR, ETC, IN THE POSSESSION OF 


*1576. 


(a) 
(b) 


(c) 


(d) 


AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT. 


Sardar Bachan Singh : Will the hon. Minister for Development 


be pleased to state ;— 


the. total quantities of Bajra; jowar, Maize and Cotton Seeds 
separately in the possession of the Agriculture Department for 
seed purposes on Ist January, 1949. 


‘the total price, Including the incidental and other charges 


- incurred by the Government for each of the aforesaid 


commodities ; 


the average cost price per maund of each of the aforesaid 
commodities on 31st December, 1949. 


the average sale price per maund of each of the aforesaid 
commodities charged by the Government Seed agencies from 
the zamindars during the year 1949. 
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(e) whether it isa fact that the prices charged per maund by the 
seed agencies were higher than the control! prices fixed by the 
Government, if so, the difference per maund between the prices 
charged and the control price fixed for each of these 
commodities ; 


(f) the reasons for charging the higher prices than the control price? 


The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: A statement giving the 
required information is laid on the table.* 

Mehta Ranbir Singh: May I know the reasons for variation in the 
incidental charges in respect of maize and Bajra ? The Government has 
shown less incidental charges in case of maize and more in case of Bajra. 
May I know why the charges were not uniform ? 


Minister : Bajra was purchased at Rs. 9/4/- per maund and was sold 
at Rs. 10/- per maund and annas tweive are the incidental charges. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: Is the Government aware of the fact that the 
quantity of jawar purchased by the Government last year was -found 
insufficient in the end of the year and the people experienced great difficulty 
in this behalf ? 


Minister: Please do’nt talk of past things. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: May I know if the Government is purchasing 
jawar in sufficient quantity this time ? 
Minister : Yes. 


. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: On a point of order, Sir. May I know if 
there is any possibility of the questions that are postponed being taken 
up again during this session ? 


—’ Mr. Speaker: As soon as my office receives replies to the postponed 
questions, these questions will be printed on a separate list. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will it be possible for the office to inform 
the members before-hand ? 


P Mr. Speaker: Yes. They will be informed before-hand. 


TRANSFER OF JUDICIAL CLERKS. 


* 1383. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Chief Minister be 
pleased to state :— . of 


(a) Whether it is a fact that on the report of C.I.D. certain judicial 
clerks were transferred from Karnal to other places even out 
side the Division contrary to rules : l 
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(Pandit Shri Ram Sharma]. 
(b) Whether the said report was to the effect that these clerks were 
hindering the corruption enquiry against a certain sub-judge ; 
(c) Whether Government is satisfied that the report was correct ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) Certain judicial clerks 

| were transferred from Karnal to other districts on the report of 
the Special Inquiry Agency and not the C.I.D. The special 
circumstances of the case warranted this action. 

| (b) Yes. 

| (c). Yes, 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it a fact that the Clerk of Court to 
Sessions Judge informed the Sub Inspector C.I.D. that ccrtain officials were 
hindering the corruption enquiry against the Sub Judge and these officials 
were transferred ? 


Chief Minister : I require notice. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Is it nota fact that the Clerk of Court to 
Sessions Judge misguided the Sub Inspector that unless these persons were 
- transferred an impartia! enquiry was not possible ? 


Chief Minister: I draw the attention of the hon. Member to the 
answer to part (b). So far as the question whether the Clerk of Court inform- 
ed the Sub-Inspector, 1 require notice and to the question of the report of 
C.I.D. I have replied“ yes.” 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: In part (c) I have enquired whether Govern- 
ment is satisfied that the reports are correct. If itis so, is not their transfer 
to other places outside the division contrary to rules ? 


Chief Minister: High Court did not like to transfer them to places 
outside the division but it had to do so on the report of the C.I.D. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is the Government satisfied that these 
officials were hindering the corruption enquiry ? 


Chief Minister : I cannot say anything without making an enquiry. 
| Copies of the departmental orders are not generally supplied by the High 3 
Court. és ` 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Is it nota fact that the Clerk of Court has 
victimised these clerks for making complaint against this official and 
inquiry is also being made against him ? 

Chief Minister : There is no truth in this statement. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Is the Government satisfied that the report 
against these officials was correct and that they were transferred on the basis 
of this report ; if it is so, whether Government propose to take any action 
against these officials who caused hindrance in the corruption enquiry ? ~d 


Chief Minister : Any person who would cause hindrance in any corrup- 
| tion enquiry will be suitably dealt with. So far as the question whether 
| these officials were hindering the corruption enquiry, I require notice. 
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Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know what sort of hindrance these 
officials were causing in the enquiry ? 


R Chief Minister: [I cannot disclose the details. 


ee ee aa 


UNIONS OF GOVERNMENT SERVANTS. 


* 1440. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for local self 
Government and Labour be pleased to state ;— 


(a) whether the employees including low paid staff of class IV of 
Civil Secretariat and other Departments have been allowed to 
form their Unions or Federations to ventilate their grievances ; 
’ if so, will he lay on the table a copy of the list of their names ; 
(b) whether any of these unions has sent up any representations to 
the Government to redress their hardships ; 
(c) whether the police employees have also been allowed to form 
their union ; if not, the reasons therefor ? 
The hon Shri Prithvi Singh Azad: (a) Yes. A list of the eens 
unions of Government employees is laid on the table. Class 
IV employees have also been allowed to form their union and 
| in reply to their request for its registration the Registrar, 
Trade Unions has told them to fulfil certain requirements of 
the Indian Trade Unions Act, 1926, and as soon as this is done 
the union will be registered. 


(b) Yes. All such representations are given due consideration- 


(c) There is one East Punjab Police Clerical Cadre Association (Regd.) 
List of Registered Unions of Punah Government Employess. | 


Government Central Workshop Lasour Union, Amritsar. 

High Court Employees Union, Simla. 

East Punjab Daftries Association, Simla. 

Restorers Union, East Punjab Civil Secretariat, Sim a. 

East Punjab Press Workers Union, Simla. 

East Punjab Subordinates Services Federation, Simla. 

East Punjab Police Clerical Cadre Association, Simla, 

East Punjab P W.D. Electricity Branch, Subordinate Services Associa tion, 
East Punjab P.W.D. Electricity Branch, Technical Services Union. 
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Sardar Sajjan Singh: May I know whether Sub-Inspectors Police and 
Head Constables and other employees in the Executive Department can also 
form a union ? 


Shri Virendra : Can M.L.A’s be allowed to form their union ? 
Chief Minister : There is already a union of their own. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Can the ‘baby? members of the Assembly 
have special permission to form their union ? [Laughter]. 


SELECTION GRADE FOR SUPERINTENDENTS OF POLICE. 
* 1441. Sardar Sajjan Singh : Will the hon. Chief Minister „be pleased 


to state :— l 
fe (a) the names of the Superintendent of Police and the Senior 
Superintendents of Police who were given selection grade bet- 
Originfhl with; ween the period 6. 4. 49 to 1. 12. 49 ; 
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| [Sardar Sajjan Singh.] 


(b) the monthly salary of each of such officers before and after they 
were given selection grade ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) & (b) Following officers were 
promoted as Superintendents of Police, selection grade, between 
the periods from 6. 4.49 to 1. 12.49. Their monthly salary 
before and after promotion is also given against each :— 


_ Name of officer. Date of - Monthly salary Monthly salary 
os Promotion. before promotion. after promotion. 
\ 
1. Ch. Ram Singh, I.P. 20.9. 49. Rs, 900/- Rs. 1250/-. i 


Senior Supdt. of 
Police, Amritsar. 


2. Mr. F.B. Manley I.P. 17. 11. 49 Rs. 800/- Rs. 1450/-. 
Principal, Police (£ 25 SOP) (£ 30 SOP) 
Training School, l > i 

. Phillaur. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh : May I know whether the Government take 
into consideration the figures of crimef and recoveries before giving them 
selection grade ? 


Chief Minister: Yes. Government take all factors into consideration. 


PROVISION FOR RADIO SET FOR POLITICAL CONVICTS AND DETENUS, 


* 1443. Sardar Sajjan Singh : Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state :— 


(a) whether a Radio set has been poov ided j in any of the jails in the 
Punjab in which Communist detenus are confined ; 


(b) whether in any of the jails in which detenus are confined harmon- 
ium is allowed to the detenus ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) Yes, in Ambala, Ludhiana, 
Gurdaspur, Jullundur and Hissar jails. | 


(b) No. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh : What is the harm in case harmoniums are taken 
inside the jails ? | | 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: Would the hon. Member be allowed to 
carry harmonium when he goes inside ? | 


Chief Minister : Special treatment may be given to some cases. 


SEATING ARRANGEMENTS IN DISTRICT COURTS OF 
ROHTAK AND HISSAR. 


* 1479. Shri Dev Raj Setli: Will the hon. Minister for Education be 
pleased to state whether any seating arrangements exist either inside or 
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outside the courts for the litigants and their witnesses in the district courts 
of Rohtak and Hissar ; if not, what action, if any, the Government proposes 
to take in the matter ? | ae 


The hon, Sardar Narotam Singh: Seating arrangements for the evans 
and their witnesses exist in the district courts at Rohtak No special arrange- 
ments for the purpose, however, exist at Hissar and the matter is being 
considered ? 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi : + Is it not.a fact that no'’sitting accommodation 
exists in the courts of the Additional District Magistrale as also of other 
magistrates ? 


Minister: I have already replied. 7 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it nota fact that no: necessity is felt 
owing to there being a large number of Neem trees outside the courts. 


Sardar Bachan Singh : Has the hon Minister been to Hisar after he 
was installed as a Minister ? 


Minister : I belong to Hissar. ph, 


VACANCIES IN P. C.S, (EXECUTIVE BRANCH.) 


*1482. Shri Dev Raj Sethi : a the hon. Chief Minister be i to 
state:- a 


Š i. 


(a) the number of posts in the P, c. 5. (Executive Brátich) which are . 
likely to fall vacant during the next year } r 


(b) the number of vacancies which are proposed | w be filled by nomi- 
" nation and the number reserved for open competition ? 


ane hon. Dr, Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) 25 during the year 1950. 


(b) ‘It is proposed to fill up 9 posts by competition and the remaining 
16 by promotion from among officials already in service. Of 
these 16, 7 have already been filled. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi : Are some vacancies to be filled by direct nomi- 
nation ? 


Chief Minister: No. 


enn penne rope 


COMMUNAL REPRESENTATION IN SERVICES. 


*1483. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state whether in view of the provisions contained in the Constitution 
of India in force from 26th January, 1950, any instructions have been issued 
by the Government to the Heads of Departments and to the Punjab Public 
Service Commission to give no consideration of any kind to communal 
representation either in fresh appointments of a temporary or permanent 
nature, or in the case of promotions or transfers of all ranks of service 
both gazetted and non-gazetted if so, will he lay a copy of those instructions 
on the table ? 
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The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: In this connection the attention 
of the hon. Member is drawn to the answer to Assembly Question 
No. 1445 (Starred).f : 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Have any instructions been issued to the Heads 
of Departments in cases of promotion ? 


PUNJAB LAND ALIENATION ACT. 


*1564 Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the hon. Minister for Education be 
pleased to state :— ` ; 


(a) whether Government has asked the Legal Remembrancer to 
examine the legal and constitutional aspect of the Punjab 
Land Alienation Act in the context of the Constitution of 
Bharat in force from 26th January, 1950, if so, will the 
Government be pleased to lay it on the table ? 


The hon. Sardar Narotom Singh : The matter is under consideration. 
Opinion of Legal Remembrancer even when received is a confidential 
document and cannot be placed on the table. 


Shri Virendra: Will the hon. Minister please say if any action has 
been taken on the confidential report submitted by Legal Remembrancer ° 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the hon. Minister kindly place the communi- 
cation fo’ the approval of the President on the table of the House ? 


Minister: The hon. member can see it in the gazette. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : ‘Is the Government in this connection very 
led by legal considerations or political ? | 


Minister : Mostly legal. 


Shri Dev Raj S:thi: Did this Government send its views to the Central 
Government ? 


Minister: Necessity did not arise. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: But is the Government considering any 
alteration in the Act as was said by the Chief Minister the other day ? 


Chief Minister: I did not talk of any amendment in the Act. 


SUPPLY OF CHARCOAL AND WOOD TO SIGNALLERS OF THE 
CANAL DEPARTMENT. 


*1581. Sardar Bachan Singh : Will the hon. Chief Minister jbe pleased 
to state : 


(a) Whether the signallers of the Canal Department Telegraph 
Offices in the rural and urbin areas used to get five seers 
charcoal and twenty seers of wood per mansem during the 
winter season before Ist January, 1948 ? 


tVide Debates of 24-3-50, 
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(b) Whether the Signallers working in the rural areas were asked 
not to use the aforesaid charcoal and wood during the year 
1949-50 while the signallers working in urban areas are getting 
: the supplies as usual ; if so, the reasons therefor ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) Yes (Not per month but 
per day at the rate of 5 seers charcoal or 20 seers fuelwood). 


(b) No distinction exist between Signallers working in rural and 
urban areas and they are still being issued five seers charcoal 
or 20 seers wood per day for office angithis in cold periods 
of the year. | 


ee CURRY ee CO | 


RESIGNATION OF CHAUDHRI KARTAR SINGH CHIEF WHIP. 


*1623, Dr. Sant Ram Seth: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to 
state whether itis a fact that Chaudhri Kartar Singh has resigned from the 
Chief Parlimentary Secretaryship, if so the reasons thereof ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: Yes. Under the constitution of 
India Chaudhri Kartar Singh could not have held an office of profit while 
being a Member of this Assembly. The necessary legislation validating 
the appointment of certain M. L. As. as Parliamentary Secretaries is to be 
enacted during the current session of the Assembly. 


Pandit Shri RamSharma: On what date did Chaudhri Kartar Singh 
resign ? ° 


Chief Minister: On the 25th. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is ita fact that the Chief Mnister himself 
asked for his resignation ? 


Chief Minister : Official secrets cannot be , disclosed. 


PRISONERS. . 
*1629. Chaudri Sunder Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be. pleased 


_ (a) the total number of prisoners in all the Jails of the Punjab 
on 1-1-50 ; a 


(b) the number of the criminals and the political prisoners, 
community-wise ; 


(c) the number of the E and the political prisoners 
, sparately before the partition of the Punjab in all the a 
referred to in part (a) above ? 


ar 
The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : (a) 9,651. 
(b) (i) Figures for prisoners are not kept community-wise in the 
Jails Department. 
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ui ©: (ii) There are no political prisoners in the Punjab. There are 
268 detenus of different classes who are being kept in 


detention to prevent them from indulging in subversive 
activities, 


(c) The number of prisoners in the Jails referred toin (a) was 
6,746 just before the partition of the Punjab. The number 
of political prisoners was 528. 


‘Shri Dev Raj Sethi: What is the maximum accommodation in the 
Punjab jails ? | 


Chief Minister: For over five thousand, 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is the principle of commtnal representation 
_ observed in jails as in- services ? | ~ l ~~ 


Chief Minister : We don’t like thése questions’ but sometimes. we are 
forced to answer them, . $ 
m | 


CCMMUNIST DETEN US. 


erga Shri Přabodh Chaiidra : Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state :— ` 


(a) the total number of communist Detenus in all jails of the 
State ; ` 


| 
| 
(b) the number of those Yag applied for the family allownces ; | 
i 
| 


(c) the number of those who are getting the family allowance ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) 231 (upto 7.3.50.) 
(b) 209 ( -do- ) 


(c) 69 ( d-o- } 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: ‘Are all the remaining 150 applications under | 
consideration : 


Chief Minister: Iam notin a position to say that. 


| Shri Prabodh Chandra’: What is the reason that these applications 
have not been disposed of in about a period of six month’s time ? 


., Chief Minister : The question can be answered on notice ? | 


oak Prabodh Chandra - ) What is the basis of their allowances ? 


Chief Minister: The condition of the family etc. is taken into conside- 


ian. “ 


Shri Prabodh Chandra : Is not a fact that some persons who have 
bsolutely no means of subsistence havc not been given any allowance ? 


' Chief Minister: Action will be taken if hon, Member gives definite 
ases, 
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Shri Prabodh Chandra: Is not a fact that Government. is mostly 
led by the reports of the C.I.D. and not by the advice of local respectable 
people ? | 


Chief Minister : The hon. Member should give a definite case. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: May I know whether the Government takes 
action on the reports of the Police or the Revenue Department ? | 


Chief Minister: I cannot say. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : Are there any applications which are still pending ? 


Chief Minister : Answer can be given on notice. 

Sardar Shiv Saran Singh: Isit not a fact that the allowances given to 
communist detenus are spent not on maintenance but on subversive active 
ties ? 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: The hon. Sardar Sahib appears to be suffering 
from a mania. | i 


: : 
emmes sman pma iaae 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
JUDICIAL LOCK UP AT PATTI 


481. Sardar Sajian Singh: Will ine hon. Chief Minister, be pleased 
to state :-— 

(a) Whether plans for the. construction of a judicial lock up at Patti 
referred to in unstarred Assembly question No. 340. dvring 
the Autumn Session have been completed ; if not, the reasons 
therefor ; l i 


(b) Whether the Government is aware of the fact that there has 
been over-crowding in- the Patti Police lock up for the last 
many months on account of the large number of accused 
persons awaiting trials in the court of the resident Magistrate 
at Patti, ifso, the action Government interds to take to re- 


dress their grievances ? 

The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : (a) No. The ian is still under the 
consideration of Government, as: certain modifications have to 
be effected therein to make Judicial Lock-up later convertible 
into a sub-jail. 


(b) No such complaint has been received by Government so far 


ALLOTMENT OF LAND IN VILLAGE BALER, TEHSIL PATTI. 


432. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation 
be pleased to state :-- 
(a) Whether the allotment of land in village Baler, Tehsil Patti, 
district Amritsar has been completed : . 


(© the total area and the grade of the evacuee land in the above 
mentionedvillage ; 
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(c) the name of the land owner to whom land in this village was 
alloted temporarilv ; 


(d) whether the temporary allottee referred to in part (c) above has 
been disturbed ; if so, the reasons therefor ? . 


The kon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: 


(a) Yes. 


S. A Units 
(b) Total area=7—93 


Grade = Ist. 
(c) S. Kartar Singh sjo S. Ram Singh. 
(d) Yes. 


The temporary allottee was entitled to get 20 standard acres 7% units 
whereas an area of 7 std. acres 93 units was available. 


The area to the extent to which this allottee was entitled was also not 
available in the adjoining villages where the temporary allottees of those 
particular villages were provided. In order to give him a compect block he 
had to be disturbed. 


ALLOTMENT OF LAND IN VILLAGE BOOH TERSIL PATTI. 


433. Sardar Sajjan Sihgh : Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation be 
pleased to state :—- 


(a) whether the allotment of land under the quasi-permanent 
scheme at village Booh, Tehsil Patti, Distrit Amritsar has been 
completed ; : 


(b) whether any temporary allottees of this village who had mig- 
rated irom Kasur Tehsil area (Pakistan) and were holding lst 
grade land there have been disturbed ; if so, the reasons therefor? 


The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi : 


(a) Yes. 


(b) Some sitting allottees who were holding Ist grade lands in 
Kasur Tehsil were disturbed in the first instant, but on re- 
vision all the Ist grade temporary allottees of Kasur Tehsil who 
expressed their desire for allotment in their original village of 
temporary allotment i. e. village Booh have been allotted land 
there. 


BARANI AND CHAHI AREA. 


| 434. Sardar Sajjan Singh : Will the hon. Minister for Revenue for te 
| pleased to state 3 
! 
| 


| 


(a) the total barani and chahi area respectively of the villages 
| namely Jabhowal Sangrawan, Muchhal, Jodba, Nagri, Dehri- 
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wala, Singhpura, Bhattike, Rankala and Tangra, tehsil and dis- 
trict Amritsar ; 

(b) whether it is a fact that the barani area of these villages is 
far in excess of the chahi area ; 


= (c) whether any area is irrigated by the canal water in any of these 
villages ; if not, the steps, if any, taken or proposed to be taken 
: by the Government to irrigate the barani lands of these 
villages ? 
The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh: (a) A statement showing the re- 
quisite information is attached. 
k (b) No, except in three villages. 
(c) First Part : No, 
> Second Part : The scheme to irrigate the barani areas in 
Amritsar district will be taken up when and if additional supp- 
lies are made available. The question of inclusion of the areas 
of these villages will be considered along with those schemes. 
Stal. ment showing the area of Barani and Chahi lands of certain villages 
vn tehstl Amritsar, 
` Name of village annae 
No. > Barani. Chahi. 
1. Jabhowal 1,168 691 
os | Sangawan 130 124 
pur ; Muchhal 565 1281 
4. Jodha Nagri 269 487 
5 Dehriwala 718 736 
° 6. Singhpura 136 118 
7 Bhattike 267 353 
. €. Tangra 448 497 
Po- 
9, 'Ranakäla 284 299 


Demands for Grants 


CAPITAL OUTLAY ON SCHEMES OF AGRICULTURAL 
pe IMPROVEMENT AND RESEARCH. 


Minister For Development (The hon, Sardar Gurbachan Singh 
Bajwa) : HI move— 


, ‘That a sum not exceeding‘ Rs, 54,01,980 be granted to the Governor to defray 
[BPM] the charges that will come in course of payment fr the year 1950-51 in respect 


Er ita TF of Capital Outlay on Schemes of Agricultural Improvement and Research, 
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Mr: Speaker: Motion moved— 


That a sum not exceeding Rs. 54,01,980 be granted to the Governor to defray 
the charges that will come in course of payment for the year 1950-51 in respect i 
of Capital Outlay on Schemes of Agricultural Improvement and Research. 


I have received notice of one cut.motion on an item and notices of = 
several cut motions on the demand as a whole. It would, I think, be better 
if we stick to the previous practice of taking up a cut motion on the whole 
demand and discuss the general policy of the Government under that demand. 


Sardar Ajit Singh i Is there time limit, Sir ? 


Mr. Speaker: I fix 20 minutes for the mover | of the motion and l 
15 minutes for others. I would ask Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar to move 
his cut motion. Saa ; 


Sardar Bachan Singh : On a point of order, Sir. Mehta Ranbir Singh -o 
should be allowed to move his motion first since itis at a place prior to that 
of Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar. 


” Mr. Speaker: If he and those hon. Members who have given notices of 

clft motions relating to'different items in the demand press for their motions I 

have no objection to allowing them. But in that case the whole time would 

be taken np by those motions and the House will have no opportunity to 

discuss the general policy of the Government underlying this demand ; so it 
would be better if we follow the past practice. f 

1 


Sardar Bachan Singh: The rules should be strictly followed. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: If the motion given notice of by Shri Amar 
Nath Vidyalankar is to be taken up first, hon. Members who have given notices 
of other cut motions should be called upon to express their views. | 


Vv . Mr. Speaker: If they wish to press their motions I have no objection. 


a ee nee 


GROW MORE FOOD CAMPAIGN. 


‘Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar (Non-Union, Labour) (Hindi): I move— 
That.the demand be reduced by Rs. 100/- 
Sir, we have a very important subject of ‘Grow More Food’ before us. I 


find that in spite of the efforts of the Central and Provincial Governments, the "i 
results have been far from satisfactory. We have been trying to increase the : 
production of foodgrains in this country since the Bengal-famine of 1945. In pa 


| this connection I wish to place some figures before the hon. Members. In 
| these figures the production of 1938-39 has been taken as 100. 


1939-40 1945-46 1947-48 1948 49. 
: Rice 98 96 98 95 
Wheat 104 84 76 73 
Gram | 94 100 137 147 : 
! Cotton | 89 52 5% 44 
Sugar-cane | 88 102 © 118 101 ~q 
General Agricultural Produce 99 94 97 92 


It would be noticed that the production of rice, wheat, cotton and all agri- 
cultural produce taken together was lower in 1948-49 than in 1938-39. I 
have taken these figures from the ‘ Eastern Economist’. Iam not in posses- 


origi vision of separate figures for the Punjab and therefore cannot speak about the 
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results achieved here. The situation is full of dangers and I wish to draw 
the attention of the House to some of these. On going through the Budget, it 
would be noticed that a large sum of money is going to be spent on the 
purchaed of tractors. I have no objection to these being purchased as proposed 
but it shouldnot be forgotten that we cannot increase the production of 
foodgrains by this act alone. It is wrong to think that with the help of 
tractors, food can be grown on all the waste land. These can help in 
levelling and ploughing the land but production of food does not depend 
on this factor alone, but on so many others as water, selection of suitable 
seeds etc. 


Chaudhri Wahri Singh: Is it in the personal knowledge of the hon. 
Member ? 

Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar: I am expressing my views andif the 
hon. Member thinks that these are wrong, he can correct me during the course 
of his speech. What our country lacks is not manual labour, rather there is 
an excess ofit. There is no need for such  labour-saving devices, 
useful only where there is scarcity of labour. What we lack is that before 
taining, education and organisation and proper planning. It would be 
remembered, Sir, that Dr. Rajendra Prasad, the President of our Republic, said 
a few days back that a large bulk of labour in this country is jobless. If we 
take to cultivation with the help of tractors, more people would lose employ- 
ment. It will mean a great loss to the country and the situation resulting 
therefrom will be full of serious consequences. Some landlords are purchasing 
tractors and are ejecting tenants from their lands. This would lead to the 
spread of unemployment. We are adopting a very dangerous course and it 
would not be advisable to follow this policy in our ‘Grow More. Food 
Campaign, Itis known to every hon. Member that ninety eight per cent of 
land is tilled by the tenants. We would be wasting money if we thought 
that we could increasg production of foodgrains by purchasing tractors. At 
present the ‘Grow More Food campaign is being carried on in the whole 
councry I wish to draw the attention of the hon. Members to a few observ- 
ations made by the Congress Agrarian Reforms Committee. It is stated in 
its Report as follows :— : | 


The Committee feels that there cannot be any lasting improvement in 
agricultural production and efficiency without comprehensive reforms 
in the country’s land system. ‘The Congress in its election manifesto 
and the Report of the Economic Programme Committee has declared 
itself in favour of the climination of all intermediaries between the 
State and the tiller. 


The Committee has laid special emphasis on immediate prevention of 
all evictions and the preparation of record of rights by local Land 
Tribunals with which non-official opinion will be associated. 


Form my personal knowledge, I can say that in Ferozepore and other 
districts, land is lying uncultivated. On the one hand, the Government does 
not want any land to be left uncultivated. An Act has also been passed 
for this purpose. Onthe other hand we find that alot of land is lying 
uncultivated in Ferozepur District and elsewhere. The landlordst here are 
ejecting the tenants and the land so vacated is lying: uncultivated. This 
policy is against the campaign of Grow More Food. I would to like submit 
that the problem of agriculture should be-tackled asa whole and not in 
fragments. We should not allow ourselves to become victims of this craze 
for wholesale mechanisation “of agriculture, which would throw out of work 
large numbers of tenants. In the end, the results would be full of many 
other complications, 
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The Government of India has advanced us less amount of loan this 
year as compared with the previous year. But it does not mean that our 
needs have also been satisfied. The Government should find out 
some other means to make up the deficiency that has been caused in 
the loan got from the Government of India. Other countries like England 
have succeeded in increasing their food production by 50 per cent. while we 
who have enough labour and also intelligence for planning, have not been 
able to effect much increase in agricultural production. I would like to 
point out that we cannot succeed in this campaign with the help of officials 
only, for whose salaries Rs.6 lakhs to Rs.7 lakhs have -been set aside. 
Unless and until we create a popular spirit in support of this campaign, as 
has been done in England, succeess is not possible. In England, we learn 
even the students go to work in agricultural farms on Sundays and other 
holidays and for this work they don’t charge anything. They feel that 
somethiag should be done to make up, the deficit in food. This is the spirit 
that has becn created among the people of England. 


Our hon. Prime Minister Pandit Jwahar Lal Nehru has placed before 
us the target of the year 1951 after which no food grains would be impor- 
ted Itis, therefore, necessary that the public should be made to realise the 
importance of grow moze food campaign, and a spirit of help and co-operation 
should he created among them to make this campaign a success, so that our 
target of the year of 1951 may be achieved. I have no hesitation in saying 
that if we depend wholly on machinery for this purpose, our campaign is 
likely to fail. I may point out that even the changes in the Ministry will 
fail to bring any significant change in the economic situation of the State. 
The merciless criticism of the Ministers which we indulge in here, is usually 
petty and of a very low order and at times inspired with personal motives. 
We should, as a matter of fact, be charitable to our colleagues and constructive 
in our comments. I may tell my hon. Friend Chaudhri Lahri Singh who 
wants to put questions to me that we are allat the same level so far as the 
administrative capacity and success in running the Government is concerned 
The present Ministers have proved neither better nor worse than the previous 
ones. The ex-Ministers too cannot claim any bigger achievement. The 
standard was even then as low as it is now and we lack a sense of responsi- 
bility. Instead of indulging in mutual leg-pulling, we should try to help 
each other. Unless that is done, no success is possible. Without this 
co-operation who-so-ever might be the Minister he will fail. Our problems 
cannot be solved by hovering around the bungalows of the hon. Ministers. 
For this purpose we will have to hover round the cottages of the people 
themselves. Our hon. Ministers and their officers should go to the villages and 
hould inspire students and other sections of public with enthusiasm and 
self confidence and a profound spirit for service. I know thata large 
number of trees were planted at Amritsar in connection with Grow More Trees 
campaign. But later on, most of the trees died for want of water. These 
campaigns have at present only propaganda value and lack popular co-opera- 
tion. The Government has provided money for the salaries of the statf and 


for machinery ; but it has cut down the provision for the sinking of wells. 


If there are wells, people can work them even with hand 3ut if there is 
no water, even machinery would be of no avail. I, therefore, submit that 
there is need for changing the fundamental policy of the Government 
In spite of the fact that large sums have been spent on Grow More Food 


origi: campaign during the current year, the production is less than that in yea? 
Punj ff Vidhap 944045 or 1945-46, A radical change in policy is necessary. 
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Mr. Speaker : Demand under consideration, motion moved— 
That th: demand be reduced by Rs. 100/- 


Sardar Kabul Singh (Jullundur East Sikh, Rural) Punjabi: Sir, there 
are no two opinions about the importance of Giow More Food campaign. 
Without doubt, we shall have to improve the economic conditions of our 
people, if we want to maintain our independence. It is also a fact that 
our leaders and the Governar as well have given top priority to this 
matter. Even the Governmnt pointed out in his Address that an agriculturist 
was the centre of all Governmental activity. No doubt, stress is being 
laid on agriculture, but in actual practice its importance is not being 
fully realised. Only the other day, the Director of Agriculture addressed 
a meeting of Members of the Assembly. He pointed out that American 
variety of cotton should be sown. This shows that we attach more 
importance to money economy than to the basic needs of our country. 
Sir, our officers think more of the money economy and no attention is 
paid to the primary needs. The report of the Economic Programme 
Committee, whose president is Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru, lays emphasis 
upon the best interests of the people. In this connection the importance of 
Grow More Food campaign cannot be under-estimated. We should try our 
utmost to increase the production of foodgrains. For the betterment of the 
State every village should be made self-sufficient. Between the Government 
on the one hand and the kisan on the other there should be no third 
person. This middle class should be completely excluded, so that our 
economy may be made to stand on asound footing. If we do not make efforts 
to improve our economy our independence is of no use. Every one knows that 
freedom and economy depend upon one another Without a sound economic sys- 
tem no country can retain its independence. If any country depends upon an- 
other it commits a fundamental mistake. In fact no country can afford to look 
to another country for its necessities. In the sphere’ of production the main 
difficulty at present appears to be the deterioration of relationship between 
the landlords and the tenants, This loss of confidence between the landlords 
and the tenants has an adverse effect upon production. Landlords are afraid of 
the fact that their tenants want to become owners of the lands they have been 
cultivating. The result of this feeling is that they are taking to tractors 
thus ejecting the tenants and throwing them out of jobs. Tenants too are 
prowing suspicious on their side. They therefore do not put their minds in 
their work. In my opinion our problems are quite different from those of 
other countries. We should not try to copy others without any understanding 
of the real position. Wecannct become so progressive all of a sudden as 
Russia, America, Canada etc. But on the other hand we have to plan 
our economy according to our own circumstances. While a rich country like 
America can make use of Dollars we on the other hand should think of 
utilizing our man power which we have in abundance. We have to find 
work for our people. In order to do so I think we should pay more 
attention to the development of our cottage industries. Encouragement 
should be provided so that those who are without any work may find a 
source of employment. There is no gainsaying; the fact that the revival 
of cottage industries will help in re-establishing the village economy. 


Another thing which the hon. Members must consider is that land should 
be held only by those who cuitivate it themselves. It should, in fact; be an 
employment source only. Those who do not themselves till lands should 
be asked to give their lands to the village societies. 


Master Gurbanta Singh: Will the hon. Member be prepared to 
surrender his land? 
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Sardar Kabul Singh : Most surely. In this connection I wish to quote 
the following few lines from the repurt of the Economic Progromme 
Committee. 


\ 
a 


Land should be held for use and asa source of employment. The use of 
lands of those who are either non- cultivating land holders or otherwise 
unable for any period to exercise the right of cultivating them, 
must rest in the village co-operative community subject to the 
condition that the original lawful holder or his successor will be en- 
titled to come back to the land for genuine cultivation. In the case 
of minors and the physically incapacitated, a share of the produce of 
the land seould be given to them. 


Sir, my contention is that this view can give a convenient solution of the 
landlord-tennant problem. The lack of goodwill that has at present strained 
the relations between the two can be removed in this manner. For the sake 
of the country we must try todo whatever we can to bring about a friendly 
feeling between these sections of our people. 


As regards Grow-More-Food compaign there has been a lot of of negli- 
gence. Ifthe public opinion had been strong, responsible persons including 
the former Premier if found guilty would have been hanged. 


Sardar Swaran Singh; Including the former Parliamentary Secretaries, 
(Laughter) 


Sardar Kabul Singh: Lakhs of rupees have been wasted- Those who 
are responsible for such losses to the public finances are guilty and they owe 
an explanation to the people of the State. The officers have been going 
about giving lectures to the farmers on Grow More Food compaign. Tehsil- 
dars, Deputy Commissioners and Financial Commissioners undertook such tours. 
Meetings were held here and there. I feel that all this has been done simply to 
charge travelling allowances and if I may say so to throw dust into the eyes of 
the public. I do not consider it a genuine effort. I think if it had been 
announced by the Government that only a nominal charge will be realised from 
the zamindars who volunteer to till waste or fallow lands, I am sure, that 
the zamindars would have gladly accepted the offer and brought those lands 
under cultivation. All this would have resulted in increased production of 
food grains and in fact this offer would have given a fillip to the Grow More 
Food campaign. I am also to point out that so many lands are still lying 
uncultivated and they can be easily leased out tothe needy zamindars 
but nothing has been done in this direction. To my mind the chief reason is 


that the Government has not set a policy in the matter. It is’ 


doing things haphazardly. I still fcel that if some of the hon. Ministers had 
toured the villages and asked the zamindars to cultivate those vacant lands 


for the purpose of growing more food grains, they would have come forward © 


in large numbers to help the Grow More Food campaign. It appears to me 
that Government has miserably failed to create that enthusiasm in the 
zamindars in regard to Grow More Food campaign which the gravity of time 
demands in view of the scarcity of food grains. Besides, the reason of this 
failure: is more or less due to the lack of action on the part of the Government 
itself. Its actions more often than not belie its professions. I 
have given my careful consideration to this matter and I have arrived at the 
conclusion that all the schemes of the Government are based on commercial 
principles, namely whether they would pay or not. It forgets that 
we are passing through grave times which require bold schemes for the 


_ benefit of the people, to be enforced boldly, irrespective of the fact that they 
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are going to prove a paying proposition or not. Asa matter of fact the 
criterion of such schemes should be whether they answer the purpose of the 
people and whether they will pay. (Hear, hear). Government do not 
constitute a Beopar Mandal, they are here to serve the people. (Hear hear), 
They should take constructive steps to see that production of food grains 
is stepped up in the State of Punjab and only those crops are produced 
which cater to the primary needs of the people. It is obvious that the 
increased production of food grains of primary necessity would make our 
country immune from our dependence upon other countries. We will have 
no longer then to import foreign wheat. I, therefore, request that every 
inch of land that is available for cultivation or which can be reclaimed 
for purposes of cultivation, should be distributed among the zamindars. Then 
tractors were procured: by the Government for the reclamation of land but 
that scheme too has been abandoned: There are hundreds of tenants who 
want the permission of the Government to reclaim land. I think if Government 
had asked the tenants that they should reclaim certain lands and till them on: 
the condition that no land revenue will be charged on them for two or three 
years, a good deal of land would have been reclaimed by now. I again say at 
the cost of repetition that if we desire that our State should make rapid 
progress, our ‘Government should see that the zamindars do not take to 
money crops but should produce those crops which meet the primary 
requirements of the people. Then my hon. Friend Sardar Kartar Singh 
advocated the production of money crops like tobacco. I do not see eye 
to eye with him regarding this suggestion. Since this commodity no longer 
forms the primary need of the people at large, its production should not 
have precedence over crops of primary necessities and the Government 
should definitely discourage such moves. I would therefore request the 
Government to give a practical shape to such schemes as are calculated 
to benefit the people. If they fail to do so, they would be creating an 
impression on the minds of the public that they denot act upon what 
they profess and that instead of doing any constructive thing they indulge 
in tall talks. I am reminded of a couplet of Iqbal, which aptly applies 
to the occasion: 


feag uz Quëna Jus ws W Ho Bad I 
aeza a wat ws 3 dat, fxgeta at mat Bo st HoT I 


THUG AS! TIAMH FAA ara À ae Hart Ft 
TRA Hr WEST aa ay tar PRATT Hr TS Faq aT aa Il 


Sardar Swaran Singh (Jullundur West, Sikh, Rural) (Punjabi): 
Mr. Speaker, on perusal of Demand No. 35, which is now under 
discussion of the House, I find that a sum of rupees 54 lakhs has been 
provided for two purposes, namely, land reclamation and mechancial 
cultivation in the Punjab and sinking of tube wells on no profit and no loss 
basis. Outof this amount a provision of Rs. 35 lakhs has been made for 
the first item and Rs. 50 thousand for the purchase of jeeps. 
Since this department administering agricultural improvement and 
research came into existence after the last Budget session, a sum of rupees 
57 lakhs which was spent in 1949-50, has also been shown in the revised 
estimates of the budget. So if we add together both these amounts of Rs. 
57 lakhs and Rs. 54/- lakhs, we find that a total sum of Rs. 111 lakhs would 
be spent by the end of this financial year. Since I was not .aware of the 
creation of this department, I could not answer, a few months ago, the 


j jI wil 
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qnery of some village people. They told me that they had heard about 
several departments, but asked, what was that ‘“‘golmol” department recently 
set up by the Government. (Laughter). At that time I really did not know 
of this “golmot”’ department but when I perused the Budget, I found that 
this “golmol” (a misnomer for “Grow More Food’) department existed in the 
true sense of the word. (Laughter). 

Then, Sir, so far as the first item for which Rs. 35/- lakhs has been 


demanded is concerned, you will find that Rs. 4,72,510 has been earmarked 


for payment of salaries to the staff and Rs. 3,71,000 for meeting 
the total of other allowances and honoraria. If we go deep into 
the matter and study the details closely at page 565 of the Budget, we find 
only Rs. 28,000 has been provided for the purchase and maintenance of 
draught animals while Rs. 4, 36,950 is set apart for the purchase and 
repair of implements. The matter does not stop here. Other contingencies 
come in for Rs. 12, 93, 500/-. In other words out of the total sum, Ks. eight 
lakhs and odd are to be expended on the establishment and Rs. 26 lakhs on 
total contingencies which includes a sum of Rs: 1293000 for unspecified 
items. So far as this particular item of unspeci fied contingencies is 
concerned, I feelit is just like giving a blank cheque to the department. 
And then giving no details about its expenditure as to how and in what 
manner it is going to be utilised, tantamounts to playing a huge joke with 
this honourable House. I have carefully gone through the Memorandum 
and have failed to find out how this amount of Rs. 1293000 is going to 
be utilised. Out of the total amount of about Rs. 57 lakhs provided under 
the Head ‘Capital Outlay on Schemes of Agricultural Improvement and 
Research”, a sum of Rs. 20 lakhs has been spent on total contingencies and 
sinking of tube wells and Rs. 30 lakhs on the tractors. The rest of the 
amount has been spent onthe eslablishment. It has been stated in the 
Budget that this scheme has been embarked upon ‘no profit no loss basis’. 
So far as the scheme of Land Reclamation and Mechanical cultivation is 
concerned, we do not flnd any reference in the Budget Estimates about its 
working on ‘no profit no loss basis’. However I have been informed by the 
Director of Agriculture that money is being spent on this scheme on the same 
no profit no loss basis. When it is the intention of the Government to spend 
money on this scheme on’ no profit no loss basis, then it is crystal clear that 
the whole brunt of expenditure will‘have to be borne by the poor zamindars as 


‘itis they who are deeply concerned .with the tractor cultivation. This is 


not all, If a zamindar pnrchases a tractor and brings his iand under 
cultivation through it, even then he has to pay some amount to the Govern- 
ment. We find more increase in the provision for staff and the unspecified 
contingencies. It is abundantly clearfrom this that the whole brunt of 
expenditure is to be borne by the poor zaminders for bringing their land 
under tractor cultivation. In this connection I am reminded of a story. 
Once three villagers decided to make some sweet preparation. All of them 
had to make some contribution and they discussed how to proceed. One of 
them said that he would get sugar. Another villager offered to bring a bowl 
and the third offered to bring atta. In the meantime another villager came 
there and he also wanted to join them. When he was told as to what contri- 
bution he would be prepared to make, he replied that he had nothing to spare 
but he would go on stirring the pudding in the bowl by his little finger. What 
I mean to say is that our Government is not actually contributing anything 
itself to the Grow More Food campaign but is merely taking the credit for it 
while all the contributions are made by the growers themselves. If this state 
of affairs continues, I am afraid that our Government will utilize its proverbial 
little finger and thus spend the whole amount contributed by the poor 
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growers themselves. Under the scheme of Grow More Food campaign, instead 
of providing maximum facilities to growers, we find huge amounts being 
provided for more vehicles and jeeps and heavy staff and other such items.. 
In view of this fact I am of the opinion that the growers who do not derive 
any benefits from these multi-compaigns are sure to gain much if they embark 

upon this scheme on a co-operative basis. 


Further we find an overhead expenditure of Rs. 7 lakhs for the mainten- 
ance of the staff. I do not find any need for such heavy and 
overhead expenses under the Grow More Food scheme. This will be a cause of 
a great burden over the growers. On the one hand we find the Government 
expressing its determination to make the State self-sufficient so far as the 
food production is concerned, while on the other we find that instead of 
providing facilities to growers to increase their food production, they are 
being over-burdened by providing huge amounts for the staff and other 
unnecessary items under the scheme. 


A pamphlet namely ‘ Punjab Plans for Plenty’ has been supplied to us 
to-day. Itis asmall pamphlet and I have gone through it during the 
question hour. I have not been able to find anything substantial in it. 
In spite of the huge amounts spent by the Government on different sehemes, 
I have not been able to find that the growers have derived any benefit from - 
them. On page 11 of this pamphlet I find that a sum of Rs. 2,59,000 has- 
been provided for grants to the people for sinking surface percolation wells. 
Iwas really gratified to note that grants to the tune of Rs. 2,59,000 would 
be made available to growers. But on enquiring from the hon. Chief 
Minister whether it was really a fact that. this sum was to be granted to^ 
growers, I was informed that this was an old item and that the amount was ' 
not to be spent for that purpose. After studying al! these: facts and figures, * 
I have come to the conclusion that it would not be wrong to call this depart-- 
ment a “Golmol’’, department. e 


Shri Virendra : Better call it “Golmal’’ 


-a'd t 


l, cat 


Sardar Swaran Singh: My hon, Friend can call this department by any.. 
name he pleases and Ishall be quite in agreement with him in making any 
amendment he pleases so far as this department is concerned. I do not find 
any justification on the part of thes Government in continuing overhead and 
top heavy expenditure. In fact there would have been some justification if ` 
the same expenditure were incurred for the maintenance of Law and Order in 
the State. But that is not the case here. This department exists for provid- ' 
ing maximum facilities to the growers. to increase their food production. :'So ` 
far as the scheme in connection with Land Reclamation and Mechanical-Culti- ` 
vation is concerned, the growers pay from their own pockets. to bring their’ 
land under tractor cultivation. They have to incur many other expenses too * 
in this connection. They have to bear various kinds cf expenses incurred in’ 
connection with the tractors, Jeeps, drivers and weapon carriers. Besides they 
have to bear the expenses of the overhead expenses of the staff. In this con- 
nection I would like to make it clear that by making these remarks | am not: 
indulging in any criticism merely for the sake of opposition. Far from that. I 
have experienced that those who have utilized tractors for bringing their land 
under tractor cultivation, complain that their return has been much less than = 
the cost. I have studied all the figures and have arrived at this conclusion 
that the salient feature under the Grow More Food campaign is that. 
maximum facilities should be afforded to. zamindars so that they may be in a 
position to increase their food production. If this is done, I am sure, there’ 
will be an increase in the income of the zamindars. There is no need to carry 
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on any propaganda work. There is no necessity to impress upon them to 
grow more food for they know their job well. They know it full well that the 
more they produce the more they would gain. They also know that every 
inch of land cultivated by them is sure to add to their income. The pressing 
need of the hour is to provide maximum facilities to them. It is therefore a 
no use employing a heavy staff and spending huge amounts unnecessarily on 
jeeps and other vehicles. Itis no use sermonizing to the zamindars that 
Government has provided Rs. 1,50,00,000 under the Grow More Food scheme. 
The only need of the houris to provide them with adequate facilities. Mere 
provisions under the Grow More Food campaign in the Budget are not going 
to satisfy them. They want some tangible thing to be done for them so that ve 
they may receive the maximum benefits. These poor people have to incur vari- 

ous kinds of expenses. They have to pay even the interest on the Taccavi loans. 7 

It appears to me that the department is working just like a limited company 

whose managing directors earn huge profits. So far as this department is — 
concerned, money is being wasted like anything and the object for which 

money is being spent is not achieved. The result of this expenditure seems 

to be quite insignificant, rather nil. It is therefore necessary, Sir, that the 

Government of India should be approached with a request for some mone- 

tary help to the zamindars who are doing their best to make the country self- 

sufficient in foodgrains. All the money that they had to spend on subsidizing 

the imported foodgrains, in order to keep their prices at par with the prices 

prevailing in this country, should for sometime be spent for the encourage- 

ment of the zamindars, since it is due to their efforts that the need for import- 

ing food is gradually being obviated, and we hope to get rid of it very soon. 

(Cheers), Arrangements should be made to distribute the money thus saved 

among the zamindars who are making the ‘Grow More Food’ campaign a 

success, through the existing administrative machinery. They do not want 

anything as charity. I think they deserve a little help. Prices of all their 

requirements have gone very high, higher even as compared with the rise in 

the prices of agricultural crops. Whether it is the cement, the bricks for con- 

struction of wells, or whether it is the repair of ploughs, or the shoeing of 

bullocks, or the wages of agricultural labour, everything costs them much 

more than ever before: 


' Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member should wind up now. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: Can I have one minute more, Sir? If not, I will 
try to wind up. I was stressing, Sir, that some monetary help must be given 


! 


to the zamindars, as they have now to spend much more both on the i 
necessaries of life as well as their ‘professional requirements. Mere lip 
sympathy would not do. They require some substantial help. Sir, I want — 


to impress upon the Government the need of giving attention to two matters, 
|  ifait is really earnest about giving encouragement to the zamindars. The 
zamindars who to-day make investment for improving agriculture are very 
likely to suffer capital losses, since in a few years’ time the value of the 
material and machinery they now purchase at a very high cost, will be 
very much diminished with the general fall in prices. So itis very necessary 
that they should be given subsidies or grants for sinking wells or installing 
tube-wells etc. They should in no case be made to bear the whole cost of capital 
investment that they make with a view to improving the condition of ~ 
agriculture. If to-day they purchase anything at a cost of two thousand 
rupees, its value will be reduced to seven ar eight hundred rupees in a few 
years’ time. And then they will have to bear some loss owing to deprecia- 
tion. They will be running another risk too. At present tube-well pumping- 
„Sets are being operated with the help of Diesal engines. Ina few years’ time 
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when electricity will be available, these will have to be replaced by electric 
motors. Thus those who instal tube-wells to- -day, will have to bear more 
loss. Itis, therefore, essential that the Government should give some sub- 
stantial help to the zamindars who undertake to effect improvements in the 
methods of agriculture with a view to increasing production, instead of 
mae giving them loans on which it will charge interest like a ‘baniya’. The | 
zamindars do not want anything by way of charity. It is their right to | 
expect some help from their Government. So it must approach the Govern- 
ment of India and represent their case, instead of making them a target of 
joke and tinkering with the problem of producing more food by adding to the 
number of jeeps on the plea that the officers cannot supervise the work con- 
nected with ‘Grow More Food’ campaign unless they move about in jeeps 
specially provided for this purpose. 


/ 


Mehta Ranbir Singh (Ludhiana and Ferozepore, General, Rural) (Hindi) : 
pors- Sir, the subiect under discussion to-day is not just the ‘Grow More Food’ 
campaign. In reality, it is Demand No. 35 thatis being discussed and I 

shall, therefore, express my views about it asa whole. 


The first thing that has attracted my attention in this connection is 
that while so much money has been provided for tractors and other 
machinery, no provisioon has been made for a suitable’ workshop for carry- 
ing out minor and major repairs to them. In the absence of such a workshop, 
I am afraid the persons who purchase tractors will have to bear losses, so far 
as the capital expenditure is concerned, and at the same time they will not | 
be able to get much work out of them. Their value will get very much 
reduced, as a result of fast depreciation, and the zamindars will not be able to 
pay back the cost to the Government. 


Now, Sir, I do not agree with those who äre against the use of tractors 
and application of machinery to agriculture. My views about this matter. 
are entirely different. Ifit had not been for the tractors, much of the eva- 
cuee land would have remained fallow during the last two and a half years. 
Whether it is the evacuee land or other land, it is a fact, Sir, that the 
method of cultivation with the help of bullocks is really expensive and un= 
economical, as every peasant has to set aside a considerable portion of his 
land for growing fodder for his cattle, which but for the necessity of feeding 
them he would have utilized for growing food or money crops. The cattle 
has become a veritable burden on the poor peasant. Sir, the greatest need of 
the hour is the mechanization of agriculture and the introduction of the 

f modern methods of farming on co-operative lines, in view of the appalling 
i shortage of food in the country. The Government would do well to impart 
p training in modern methods of farming to the small peasants and give them 
the necessary facilities to implement them. The condition of agriculture in 
our country is backward, not because our land is inferior or its productive 
capacity is limited, but because our yield per acre is small as compared with 
other countries owing to lack of proper machinery to exploit it. Itis very 
necessary that we should increase the yield from our lands by mechanizing 
the agricultural industry and by using manures on modern lines. Itis an 
unfortunate fact that farming is stillina primitive stage in this country. 
So far as the question of availability of water for irrigation is concerned, 
Nature has been kind in giving so many other resources to our country that 
it need not remain dependent on rains. It is for us to devise ways and means 
to harness them for our use and benefit. 


Sir, there can be no doubt about it that as compared with other provin- 
ces, our province is to-day in an advanced stage, so far as the condition of its 
agriculture i is concerned and I have. no misgiving that it can advance further 
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in this respect, if proper help and guidance of the Government is forthcoming 
in this matter. In this connection, I have to make a suggestion., In my . 
opinion’ all the work connected with the ‘Grow More Food’ schemes or other l 
schemes of agricultural improvement should be entrusted only to technical 
men having "knowledge and experience of agriculture, preferably the officers 
of the Agriculture Department. Of course, the Administrative officers such as 
the Deputy Commissioners would be there to give them the necessary help, > 
but the actual supervision and publicity work in connection with the ‘Grow 
More Food’ schemes should be left to those having experience of agriculture 
work, such as the Inspectors of the Agriculture Department, since they alone 
would be able to give proper guidance and advice to the zamindars. To-day cs 
the question is not so much of guidance as to which crops should be ‘ 
grown but of informing the zamindars about the new methods of farming, 
use of manure and the qualities of seeds. For example, I would say | 
that the best agricultural farms were in the West Punjab and -p 
[4 P.M.] there was only one farm in my district in the East Punjab. 
. This farm of ground-nuts in Tahsil Samrala made considerable 
improvement by providing a good variety of seeds. There is no considerable 
scope in the improvement of seeds. but the seed can yield marvellous resul s if 
it is sown at some distance Ammonium sulphite can be utilised with best 
advantage and such other methods which can yield large-scale results can — 
be ascertained through the Agriculture Department. It would, however, 
be better if the seeds instead of being distributed through the Agriculture 
Department are given to zamindars. Sometime back a Food Advisory 
Committee was formed to accelerate the ‘Grow More Food’ campaign. But - 
after sometime financial difficulties stood in its way. ‘In such a situation | 
it was considered that if 50 percent of the amount that was spent on it 
were given to zamindars who were not well off financially, they would 
divert it to profitable and productive channels. It is, therefore, in the ` 
fitnesss of things if the grant under this head is sufficiently curtailed and 
given to zamindars as subsidy. The tractors should be made available 
to zamindars not on ‘ no profit, no loss’ basis but at a lesser cost. Many 
refugees have no good bullocks and the land that has been allotted to 
them is also of such a type that it makes the task of ploughing difficult. 
There is increased need for such people to avail of the service of tractors 
as their bullocks cannot prove equal to this hard task. The Government 
should therefore make available these tractors to these refugee cultivators 
at a rate much below the actual cost. Merely extensive tours by the 
Tehsildars will not improve the situation but what is required is to put 
the land under cultivation and there is a vast area of land which cannot 
be ploughed without the use of tractors. It is therefore necessary 
that the Government should supply these *ractors at a nominal charge 
even though the Government may have to incur loss in this connection. 
This intensive cultivation of land will ensure large scale results to make our | 
country self-sufficient in the matter of food. Sir, I would submit that there 
are very few canalsin the East Punjab and I feel that the tube-well sch eme 
can provide a valuable alternative source of water supply to the agriculturi sts. 
But the Government should not instal tube-wells at such places which ae 
likely to be irrigated by canals in the near future. as in that case the installa- 
tion of tube wells would involve unnecessary expense to the State. Moreover, . 
care should be taken to install tube-wells at stich place where they can 
irrigate large areas of land for the benefit of larges number of peoples 
instead of irrigating tiny plots of a few individuals. If this is not 
done it. will ultimately prove to be a national waste. I would like to” 
PR uake another suggestion that the Tehsildars and Naib Tehsildars who have - 
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been appointd to give up an impetus to the ‘Grow More Food’ campaign 
should also be entrusted with the work of training Patwaris and 
Kanungos. It will be better if these Tehsildars are made to work 
with officers of the Agriculture Department as such officers would prove more 
useful to accelerate the work connected with the ‘Grow More Food’ campaign. 
The Publicity Department which is making educative propaganda among 
the rural population by means of loud-speakers is not rendering valuable 
service. It would be desirable if agricultural experts could be appointed 
whose technical advice would benefit the zamindars a great deal to step 
up production. Such a step by the Government would, I think, yield quick 
and startling results. At present officers have been omployed in 
plenty and the burden of their salaries falls on the poor tax-payer. There is 
hardly any justification for their existence and it would have been better if 
a few agricultural experts were employed in their places. Beside this, the 
Government should devote its attention to the opening of modern work-shops 
for manufacturing spare parts of tractors. It is often observed that when 
any tractor goes out of order, it cannot be repaired due to non-availability of 
spare parts and the result is .hat it remain idle for a iong time. These 
tractors are also in the possession of private individuals and they especially 
feel great difficulty when such a cantingency arises. It takes a fairly long 
time to get the sqare parts from foreign countries and. these people have to 
pay exorbitant prices for the spare parts. It is therefore necessary that 
the Government should expeditiously arrange for a sufficient number of spare 
parts for the convenience of tractor holders. In the end, I would request 


' the Government that it should in consonence wfth the needs of agriculture, 


take prompt action to give practical shape to my suggestions to achieve 
tahgible results. With these words, Sir, I resume my seat. 


Chaudhri Sher Singh (Jhajjar General rural) (Hindustani) : Sir, on, 
one thing at any rate I wish to congratulate the Government and it is that it 
has been successful in seeing that no benefit should accrue to the poor kisan 
through the Budget which has been presenteed to the House. Not to talk 
of other departments, even money which is to be spent on a department that 
has a direct bearing on them, namely the Grow More Food Department, 
will not be of any avail to them. All the money that has been earmarked 
for this purpose will be spent in the form of salaries and allowances of the 
officers and their staff. Even the previous policy of the Government by virtue 
of which a kisan was to get half the amount will be spent on a tube well and 
Rs. 875 by way of subsidy for every well installed has been given up. 


There is not even the slightest hint in this long volume of the Budget which 


goes to show that this Government has the interests of the kisan at heart. 
The sum of rupees one crore and fifteen lakhs is being wasted on things 
nonsensical. I am completely at one with my hon. Friend Sardar Sawaran 
Singh when he says that rupees twelve lakhs are being altogether wasted. 
In this connection I may quote an extract from the Memorandum prepared by 
the Finance Secretary to the Government. He says: 


The figures above on the whole indicate steady progress satisfactory 
so far as the raising of additional revenue is concerned, though it would 
have been better to have control over the expenditure. 


This extract clearly shows that there has been want of control in ex- 
pending the revenues but no stone has been left unturned in raising them. 
And then why should anybody bother about waste when in order to cover 
the deficit in the Budget it is easy to burden the poor zamindar with a load 
of sixtv lakhs of rupees? The sum of rupees twelve lakhs is being utterly wasted 
end the pity is that is not possible to know as to how it will be spent. 


\ 
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Strange appear to be the ways of thisGovernment. Every paper passes through 
so many stages that it is difficult to find out as to who is responsible for 
the wrong done. Every one can justify his action and yet the work is un- 
necessarily delayed and wrong done. It appears as if Government can do 
no wrong. There would be nothing wrong according to its notions if a letter 
sent from Simla to Delhi was required to be stamped at every station in the 
way and reached its destination after ag hundred days of its posting. Asa 
natter of fact this is the principle that is being observed in every Govern- 
ment office. An officer would start noting with regard to even trivial matters | 
ona sheet of paper and would continue till it develops into a regular file. | 
A job that should be done in two minutes takes two years for its performance. i 

Such a state of affairs cannot be tolerated for long and it is time that we | : 
bid good bye to the red tape in order to effect some economy so | 
that the poor kisan is saved from the burden of additional taxation. —f 


Sir, a pamphlet has been put into our hands which relates to Punjab 
planning. I have no doubt the schemes centained in it will remain 
only on paper. None is likefy to be put through properly. Out of the 
twenty six miles only a length of six miles of canal had been lined and for the 
remaining work there were no funds. The lining of a length of six miles 
will undoubtedly give more water to Bhawani town and it shall serve the 
purpose of the Government as no benefit would go to the rural areas. 


4 


relevant ? 


Mr. Speaker: Heis not. I would ask the hon. Member not to be 
irrelevant. He should know that itis not the pamphlet but Demand No. 


| 
Sardar Bachan Singh: Qna point of order, Sir. Is the hon. Member 
35 which is under discussion, | 


/ Chaudhri Sher Singh: Sir, I am referring to improvement of agricul- 
ture. 


oY | 
I ot Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member should confine himself to the items | 
| under the demand like Grow More Food etc. | 


| Sardar Sawarn Singh: But some expenditure Has been incurred on 
the pamphlet also. | | 


| Chaudhri Sher Singh: Sir, what I wish to bring out is this that the 
| . Government has taken good care to see that in no case should the benefit 
| go to the cultivator. Not only that. In the guise of Grow More Food 
| campaign, purchase of tractor and sinking of wells etc It has evolved certain -9 
schemes by virtue of which the cultivator is being asked to enter the trap 

of indebtedness from which he had managed a release with great difficuty. e y 
To me it seems that the Government wishes to give loans to the zamindars | 
so that they never come to their own. There is surely someteing sinister 

in the schemes for loans. Sir, here I also wish to say something about they, 
problem of the tenants and the landlords. If we are really after growing ' 
more food we shall have ‘o solve this problem and also immediately. 


, Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member is irrelevant again. 


Vw r 
| | Chaudhri Sher Singh: I am quite relevant, Sir. i 
i Mr. Speaker; No. The various items under the demand are sinking 
pf wells, land reclamation, mechanical cultivation, plying of Jeeps etc. 
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Sardar Swaran Singh: And it is’ likely to grow more and more. 
(Laughter.). 


Chaudhri Sher Singh: In my opinion there is no irelevancy in my 
arguments, Eo ae i 


- Mr. Speaker : Only in your opinion. 


Chaudhri Sher Singh: Mr. Speaker, I don’t think there is anything 
irrelevant in the argument which I am going to advance. 


V Mr. Speaker: But Ihave to point out whenever the hon. Member is 
irrelevant, a 3 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Sir, I want your ruling whether»san hon. 
Member who has not read thẹ Budget has a right to speak on it. 


wv Mr, Speaker: This is no point of order. 
Chaudhri Sher Singh: It is not irrelevant because......... 


Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member cannot challenge my ruling. I.hold 
that the hon. Member is irrelevant. 


Chaudhri Sher Singh: In this Budget there is a provision for the 
purchase of tractors. This affects the relationship between the landlords and 
the tenants. By purchasing tractors we would throw out of job a large number 
of agricultural tenants. I beg to submit, Sir, that we should not introduce 
machinery in agriculture without a definite plan. For increasing production of 
food in the country we should help the tenants We should not pay heed to the 
demands of a small number of big land-lords who wish to evict tenants. 
This act on their part would reduce the production of food-grains. One of the 
hon. Members said that those who advocated the cause of agriculturists were 
Congress-men only in name. They were in reality Unionists. I wish to point 
out that those who speak for the land-lords have no right to remain in 


the Congress. | 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: The hon. Member is again not 
relevant. 


Y Mr. Speaker: Order, order. It is for me to judge whether or not the 
hon, Member is relevant. 


Chaudhri Sher Singh: Mr. Speaker, I wish to point out only one thing 
more. If we wish to increase the production of food, we should give maximum 
help to the tenants. Our object cannot be achieved by the mere provision 
of one crore and fifteen lakhs in the Budget or by preparing a few schemes. 
We should not expect any improvement in the economic condition of the 
State, so long as the burden of taxation on the peasants is very high. Unless 
the tiller of the soil feels contented, we cannot expect larger produce. 
The Government has levied a fresh tax amounting to sixty lakhs of 
rupees on the poor kisans. 


P a 


Mr. Speaker; Order, order, The hon. Member’s time is over, 
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Chaudhri Badlu Ram (Rohtak Central, General, Rural) (Hindi) + Sir, 
an hon. Member remarked that those who had not studied the Budget had 
no right to speak on it, I have not read the whole of the Budget but I have 
examined it to know about the jeep cars which ‘are found running about i 
in the villages. I learn that these have been provided to the officials of the 
Agriculture Department for encouraging ‘Grow More Food’ campaign I have, 
however, noticed that since the Government started this work, the production —y 
of food has decreased. This is due to the fact that the ways of God are 
mysterious and one cannot interfere with them. When our Government >] 
| began to interfere, God became angry and thrice, the quantity of crops which ' 
| the Government could increase was damaged by elements of nature. The ; 
Government has taken an unwise decision in starting the destruction of 


monkeys. When the Governor paid a visit to Rohtak sometime back, a number 
of monkeys were killed in his presence. A few monkeys were thrown into i 
water in ader to be drowned. They shivered for about half an hour before 
being drowned and wondered how the Governor whose name Trivedi means : 
one who has read three vedas (laughter) agreed to their destruction in that —9 
manner. After that a meeting convened by these officials who are seen 
moving about in jeep-cars, was held. I also attended that meeting to hear ] 
| What the Government had to say for growing of more food and also to find ! 
out if really those persons attended it, who were the producers of food. I - 
' noticed that only those persons were present at that meeting who are 
usually seen around the courts and have nothing to do with then cultivation. 
of land. They were asked to grow more food but I wondered if those persons 
had anything to do with that work. After that I asked fora list of those 
persons who had been given grants for digging wells. I found that these had 
been given mostly to those persons who attended that meeting but could in 
no manner help in increasing production of food. In my own village a person 
owning only one anda half bighas of land was given this money How | 
could that person help in growing more food ? I have noticed that only those | 
persons are given these grants, who have some influence with the Govern- 
ment One thing which the officers of the Agriculture Department have done 
is the publication of illustrated pamphlets. Formerly they used to do office 
work but now they have learnt the art of lecturing to people. The Tehsildar 
of my village asked people to grow more food. They wondered if there was 
any necessity of telling them to doso. Every agriculturist wants to till 
every inch of his land. He would rather like to grow on more land than he 
actually owns. If there was any necessity of supplying jeep-cars, these should 
have been provided to four M. L. A’s belonging to Hariana, so that they could 
move about from place to place and ask people to grow more food. What 
will these officers do if their jeep-cars get punctured? , 


| Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is the hon. Member an engineer ? oa 
| 
| 


Chaudhri Badlu Ram: A Jat Member is as much an engineer as 
Pandit ji is an expert in agitating people. an agriculturist’s son learns 
agriculture from his very childhood and a bania’s son learns the use of 
i balance. A leader‘s son learns to put one man against the 
other. 


| Secondly the Government has made a mention of tractors in the Budget. 

| I would like to submit that the Government, with its own tractors, should yal 

-cultivate the land of people so that the ignorant people may not suffer any i 

loss. The Government should also cut down its expenditure on motor cars 

and jeeps. It should also do something to protect crops from cold and frost 

by applying some electrical device just as hating arrangements are made 

| in the houses of the hon. Ministers. Steps for ethis purpose should also be 
Origi] with; 
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taken besides the killing of monkeys. If the Government really wants to 
increase foood production it should goto the villages and approach 
the agriculturists themselves. At present, they think that the 
Government is against them and it wants to put the greatest burden on them. 
What they want is canal water. They cannot irrigate more than one or two 
bighas of land from a well with the help of bullocks. The supply of canal 
water has also been cut down. During the period of ministership of Chaudhri- 
Lehri Singh, the people of our Illaqa got hopes for a new canal. But unfortu- 
nately that could not be done because chaudhri Sahib could not remain 
Minister for very long. 


The officials of the Government go to villages and explain to the 
agriculturists the advantages of sturing manure in pits But I may submit that 
people are now well aware of these things. The Government need not waste 
money on such propaganda. On the other hand, it should try to encourage 
the agriculturists by offering prizes for good bullocks and such other 
things. But it appears that the Government is bent on doing wrong 
things. It supplies seed grains to the agriculturists at the price of about 


Rs. 17/-a maund while the same sells at Rs. 14/- in tbe villages, and then 


the seed supplied is also of inferior quality. The success of the Grow More 
Food campaign can very well be imagined from this one fact. 


Then I want to submit that the reports supplied to the Government are 
usually against the interests of tae agriculturists. 


‘Mr. Speaker; Only two minutes more. 


Chaudhri Badlu Ram: Well, Sir, if you do not want that there should 
be more food, I would resume my seat. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma (Southern Towns, General, Urban) (Hindustani): 
Sir, my hon. Friend Sardar Swaran Singh has adequately pointed out 
that what is required is not being done. I am glad that every Member 
comes to know real facts after leaving the ministerial benches. The true facts 
then begin to dawn upon them. It is due to the fact that they regain 
contact with the masses while previously they held aloof from them. During 
this short time at my disposal, I would like to point out only one thing. 
In the past, the functions of the Government were considered to be those of 
a Police State only. In other words, it saw that people did not quairel or 
do anything against each other. But now this conception has undergone a 
change. Theidea of a Police State has been replaced by that of a Welfare 
State. In these changed circumstances no campaign of Government can 
succeed without the co-operation of the people. In order to aehieve success 
in the Grow More Food campaign, the co-operation of people with the officials 


‘is essential. But unfortunately this cosoperation is lacking. That is why 


many movements started by the Government end in failure. For instance, 
it started a movement against corruption. Anti-corruption weeks were cele- 


brated and processions taken out. Similarly there was another movement 


for growing more trees. All these movements lacked public touch ; that is 
why they ended in smoke. I can say this on the basis of my experience of 
such matters in my own district. I have fears that the Grow More Food 
campaign won’t succeed in this way.. The results will turn out to be zero. 
As far as our Prime Minister is concerned he has declared that in the near 
future India will stop importing foodgrain from other countries. But we 
cannot achieve what we desire until we have the co-operation of the people, 


. In matters like the Grow More Food: campaign such cc*operation is very essene 


‘tial, But what do we find? Ican tell the hon. Members about the con- 
‘ditions prevailing in my district. When Grow More Food campaign was 
étarted we expected that public representatives will be taken into confidence ` 


(11)44 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [20th March, 1950 


[Pandit Shri Ram Sharma] 


and their opinions taken into consideration. When orders for constituting 
Grow More Food Committees in the districts were sent, we were told that 
the co-operation of the members of Congress organisation was most essential. 
I admit there might be some shortcomings in the Congressmen but as an —ş 
organisation it supplies the main support to the present Govern- 
ment. There may be some complaints against individuals here and there 
but the prestige of the Congress organisation and that of the present Govern- 
ment are interlinked. In view of this, the co-operation of the Congress 
organisation was the first requisite for the success of the Grow More Food 
campaign. It should have been obtained without any hesitation. In com- 
pliance with some hint from the Government the then officiating Deputy 
Commissioner of my district sent for me. It might be that I was sent for 
in my capacityof an M.L. A. or the President of the District Congress 
Committee or both. Anyhow, I was asked to give some names for the Com- —y 
mittee. In order that we might prove to be of real help to the Government, 
I wanted to know the total number of such members, the nature of work and 
- the functions they were expected to perform. I was told that the lists had 
been sent for from the Tehsildars and that I would get the required 
information on the receipt of such lists. When these lists were actually 
received, about seventy to eighty names constituted the District Food 
Committee. I was surprised to read those names. These were not the 
names of national-minded and public spirited persons but of those persons 
who had always stood in the way of our struggle for independence. Many 
of these persons were of the older type, who had always been the hench- 
men of the British regime. When I asked the authorities their reply was 
that about seventy five names had been selected on the recommendation of 
the Tehsildar. I was asked to give the names of two or three Congressmen 
of my choice. This is the co-operation which they expect fom the Congress 
Organisation. I admit that the Government is not for the Congress party 
alone but it is for the benefit of the people at large. But still it is unfortunate 
that in such important spheres of activity patriotic and national-minded 
persons should be represented only by five per cent. I must also warn the 
Government that the administration can be successful ‘only when the real 
supporters of the Government are fully taken into confidence. But unfortu- 
: nately our present Government is neglecting its real supporters and is 
encouraging those persons who, in fact, ridicule its schemes and activities 
behind its back. Government should not, as a matter of fact, rely upon 


persons who have never been loyal to the people. If such persons are : 
taken on the committees we cannot call it co-operation of the people. These . 
persons who pretend themselves to be the supporters of the Government —À 


have no real concern for the masses nor for this Government. They laugh 
| at all the schemes which we make for the benefit of the people and they 


: consider them as useless. I have studied the inner feelings and thoughts of . 
the persons in service and the public upon whom our Government rely so 
much. My submission is that such activities can be 


successful only if our selection of supporters is good. We should select 
| those persons who work with a spirit of service and patriotism. The Govern- 
| ment should have such workers who have their hearts in their work. But at 
| present what do we find? Only those persons who do not work but believe i 
| in self aggrandisement are found around the officers. The spirit which is 
| required for ‘Grow More Food’ is non-existent. The persons whom our 
officers keep near them lack this spirit. I dare say that the results will 
be unsatisfactory. I drew the attention of the authorities towards this many 
origi wien months ago. Ifthe cooperation of the public is not obtained, no good 


Pundi Vidhan sf@RULt will come out of this or that campaign. If the representatives of the 
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public and those people who work with a spirit of service and patriotism 
are not associated with this work the success of the efforts made by the 
Government cannot be ensured. So far all efforts at increasing production 
of foodgrains have fallen flat. Whatever little increase we notice in this 
production is on account of Chaudhri Lahri Singh who as Minister of 
irrigation increased the supply of canal water. Otherwise the money that 
is being spent by Government on various other schemes is simply wasted. 
All publicity and lectures arranged now and then are in fact meaningless. I 
have pointedly asked the hon. Ministers what increase they find in the pro- 
duction of food-grains by means other than those of an increase in the supply 
of canal water. It is only on account of this increased supply of canal water 
and good rainfall on two occasions that we notice some increase in produc- 
tion. Asamatter of fact [ am of the opinion that our province is not in 
reality a deficit province, If there is any shortage it can be made up 
if we try to be a bit more careful in this respect. What actually happens is 
that sometimes the officers try to show that the state of affairs is bad when 
actually itis not so. After somtimes they come out and say, “look here we 
have improved the conditions and now the situation is well in hand”. In 
the matter of food-grains also the conditions were not so bad 


as they were depicted. The improvement that has been 


claimed by the officers is, in fact, due to the supply of canal water and 
good rainfall. On the other hand our Government thought it proper to spend 
a sum of about one and a half crores on ‘Grow More Food’ schemes, About one 
third of this huge sum has been spent on the buying of tractors and on 
petrol etc. Another one third of the amount is spent on salaries and allow- 
ances etc. of those who are engaged in the work of ‘Grow More Food’ cam- 
paign. The remaining one-third has been called ‘Golmol’ by Sardar Swaran 
Singh. Weare notin the know of where this amount would be spent. 
I may point out that they are not sure about their own estimates. 
would like to draw the attention of the House to the following ‘== 


Reclamation of waste land by heavy tractors is to be done by the Central 
Tractors Organisation sf the Government of India as in the previo- 
us years, It is, however, not known at this stage as to how many 
tractors will be allotted for this work to this province in 1950+51 
and how much area will be reclaimed. ‘This scheme has there- 
fore been based on the assumption that 12 thousand acres of waste 
land will be reclaimed in that year'(1950-51) as has been done in 
the year 1949-50, 


It will be seen that Government are never sure of the exact position. 
They do not know how many tractors they are going to receive from the 
Central Tractors organisation. Then all their estimates are invariably based 
on past calculations. They are not aware of the area ofland that will be 
reclaimed. I think my hon, Friend Sardar Swaran Singh unnecessarily blamed 
the Government for demanding a huge sum without informing the House the 
manner of the utilisation of that money. The Government themselves 
admit that they do not know in what way it will be expended. I may tell the 
Government if they are really keen about the success of the ‘Grow More Food’ 
campagin, that they should render financial assistance to the tiller of the soil 
directly in a proper manner. Mere purchase of jeeps and rovers will not 
mend matters. I am of the opinion that unless the people are enthused over 
the ‘‘Grow-More-Food”’ scheme and true patriotic spirit is instilled in them, 
which a free people should have for their motherland, resounding success 
is not going to attend their efforts in this direction, The huge expendi- 
ture incurred on the ‘Grow-More-Food’ scheme will not yeild any tangible 
results unless Government take effective steps to see that the zamindars actua- 
ily receive the help intended for them, In this connection I want to draw 
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the attention of the Government to another important matter. Under the ` 
pretext of ‘Grow-More-Food’ scheme certain irregularities are committed by 

the zamindars, which ultimately prove harmful to the poor people. For 

instance in every village there issnamlat land which is utilised by all for “¥ 
grazing their cattle. But certain zamindars encroach upon these vacant lands 

and Government should see that such encroachments are stopped. Then, Sir, r 
Government embarked upon an ambitious scheme of killing monkeys which has 

been much criticised by the orthodox section of the community but that 

too is now abandoned unaccomplished, Government must show consideration 

to the susceptibility of the people. I may tell the Government that the 

Grow More Food campaign will not prove à success unless they get the P 
fullest co-operation of the public, the Congress organisation and the represen- 

tatives of the people. I feel that Government should take direct responsibi- 
lity upon itself in this matter. It should not leave it to the district “7 
officers whose mentality has not yet undergone a change with the dawn of | 
freedom. I would request the hon. Minister at the risk of repetition that 

Government should make an endeavour to create patriotic feelings in the 

people just as the peoples of Japan, Russia etc. are permeated with. Unless * 

it creates that atmosphere, { am sure its best efforts in regard to the 

Grow More Food scheme are not likely to be crowned with success. 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh (Rohtak North, General, Rural) (Hindi): 
Mr. Speaker, before proceeding with my speech I must congratulate 
the hon. Minister for Development on taking steps to bring about the 
consolidation of holdings of land in connection with the ‘Grow More Food’ 
campaign. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Ona point of order, Sir. The hon. Member is 
irrelevant. Grow More Food campaign comes under Irrigation and has no 
connection with the consolidation ot holdings of land. 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh: I submit, Sir, that Grow More Food scheme is 
connected with many a department. On the one hand it bears close relation 
to the Irrigation Department and on the other it has connection wite Agricul- 
ture Department and consolidation of holdings of land. Not only this but the 
opening of canals is also connected with Grow More Food scheme. I sabmit, 
Sir, that in the State of Punjab the lands have been fragmented and further 
subdivided to such an extent that unless consolidation of holdings is brought 
about early the ‘Grow More Food’ scheme is not going to receive any fillip. p ~À 

| 
| 
i 
we 


Mr. Speaker: I would request the hon. Member to restrict his discuss- 
ion to Demand No. 35. 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh: I was just coming to that. Whatever Í have 
said was merely an introduction. (Laughter). Well, Sir, I may point out 
‘at the every outset that the brain of the Government has been entirely 
paralysed. (tenewed laughter). This can be seen from the fact that it 
fails to realise or assess the poverty of the tiller of the soil. Crores of rupees 
are being spent by the Government of India and proportionately by the 
Punjab Government on the import of wheat from America and Australia 
and its storage in this country to meet the deficit in food grains. Previouly 
under the scheme a grant of Rs. 850 was made to a zamindar for sinking 
wells in his land for purposes of irrigation and thus helping ‘Grow More 

origi »}OOd’ Campaign. But unfortunately that grant has now been stopped. I 
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amenities, But I cannot help saying that mere spending of lakhs of rupees 
in the name of ‘Grow More Food’ scheme will not prove of any avail unless 
the supply of water for irrigating lands is increased. Since under the 
present circumstances it is difficult to dig new canals, the only way and 
an easier way to meet the difficulty is the sinking of percolation wells by 
the zamindars. With the stoppage of the grant the incentive with the 
zamindar has been damped. It is a thousand pities that it has been 
stopped with one stroke of the pen of the Finance Minister, little knowing 
what hardship it will mean to the poor zamindars. | 


Sardar Bachan Singh: On a point of order, Sir. Demand No. 35 
relates to Capital Outlay on Schemes of Agricultural Improvement and 
Research. But my hon. Friend has all the time been refering to irrigation 
matters. Is he relevant to the motion under consideration ? | 


\ Mr. Speaker: No doubt the cut motion has been moved to discuss 
the Grow-More-Food-Policy of the Government. The points being referred 
to by the hon. Member Chaudhri Lahri Singh though relating to the Grow- 
More Food Policy, strictly speaking, do not come under the Demand 
which is under consideration. I would, therefore, ask him to confine himself 
to the Demand before the House. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Sir, the hon, Member is talking of irrigation, 
How dees it come under the discussion of the Demand which has been moved 
by the hon. Minister for Development. I would read the Demand : 


That a Sum not exceeding Rs 54,01,980 be granted to the Governor to 
defray the charges that will come in course of pavment for the year 
1950-1951 in respect of-Capital Outlay on Schemes of Agricultural 
Improvement and Research, 


Y Mr. Speaker: Yes, Chaudhri Sahib was talking about irrigation but 
I think he meant irrigation by tube.wells. 


‘Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: Sir, there may not be certain things 
aid down under the Demand but those may be closely related to the policy 
of Grow More Food. I, therefore, ask for your ruling whether those things 
can be mentioned or not. 


f 

' Mr. Speaker : So many things can be made relevant to the point under 
diScussion. For example, the pamphlet that was distributed to the hon. 
Members this morning has nothing to do with the Demand but hon. Members 
are quoting from it. While speaking, the hon. Members can wander ‘away to a 
certain extent but not too far. They must keep in mind that the Demand 
under consideration is No. 35. The main items under this Demand are ; 


1. Land Reclamation and Mechanical Cultivation. 
2. Sinking of Tube Wells, ” 
3. Purchase of Jeeps. 
Strictly speaking hon. Members should confine their discussion to those 


three items but I am permitting them to mention other points also 
which are helpful in the scheme of ‘Grow More Food’. 


Chaundhri Lahri Singh: On page 20 of the Budget Memorandum 
my hon. Friends will find various items of expenditure under the ‘Grow More 
Food’ schemes during the year 1949-50, and 1950-51, I really fail to under- 
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stand the reasons why objections are being raised against item No, 20 which 
relates to the sinking of surface percolation wells. There are no two opinions 
on this matter that sinking of such wells is the pressing need of the hour, 
The sinking of more and more wells, willi I am sure, help usimmensely to 
increase our food production. I would like to bring this point home to my 
hon. Friends in general and the hon. Minister in charge in particular that the 
sinking of more and more wells would be instrumental in making the ‘Grow 
More Food’ campaign a success, The owners of the tiny plots of land have 
sunk tube wells and they have experienced that one tube well is sufficient 
for irrigating 7 or 8 acres of land for growing wheat. So far asthe Surface 
Percolation Wells are concerned it is explained on page 10 of the pamphlet i- 
Well sinking is undoubtedly the most feasible and satisfactory method 

of increasing the irrigated area where canal irrigation is not possible 

or cannot be undertaken. Another advantage of a surface well is 

that it can be constructed from resources available within the country 

aad it suits the economy of the subsistence farm. 

Last year the Zamindars were very happy to learn that Government had 
sanctioned.amounts in the form of grants for sinking surface percolation 
wells. It seems that now it itis the intention of the Government to grant 
loans to zamindars for sinking such wells. If our Government takes such a 
step, I am afraid, the Grow More Food campaign will not prove a success. 


Further I would like to say a few words about the manufacture of com- 
post manure. Iam really constrained to remark that there is no effective 
control on the part of the Government so far as the manufacture of compost 
manure is concerned, However instructions have been issued to various 
municipal committies for manufacture of compost manure. There is no 
scheme for conserving and collecting human excreta and urine. It is said 
that pits would be dug for this purpose. Some of my hon. Friends who be- 
long to rural areas know it full well that zamindars are used to digging pits 
for conserving cow dung and other farm waste. 


y Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member is not relevant. 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh: Iam perfectly relevant, Sir. All these points 
are referred to in the ‘Grow More Food’ scheme. 


So far as the manufacture of compost is concerned, I would 
like to point out that there is no such scheme for utilizing human 
excreta and urine in the rural areas for increasing the fertility of the soil. 
It is said that manure and other fertilizers would be imported into 
our State ,from abroad. Perhaps they do not know, as is clear from 
the pamphelt, that in China and Japan where the soil and the climatic 

' conditions are not very different from that of our country, the farmers 
conserve human excreta and urine and this process helps them to get the 
maximum out of their tiny plots of land. But our Government, instead of 
encouraging zamindars to employ these economical methods for increasing the 
fertility of the soil, is anxiously waiting for the machinery 
at a very high cost from America. This machinery from America and 
from other foreign countries will not alone solve our problem. We will 
have to arrange for Deisel oil and petrol to feed the engines. They will 
not devise any ways and means for conserving the human excreta and 
urine which can easily be manured into compost without putting in any 
labour and without any extra expenditure. Perhaps they have some differ- 
ent programmes in their minds which may only be imaginary and may not 
ultimately result in any good. Our Govornment does not want to pay any 
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attention towards these petty but very useful things. They will only think 
in terms of tractors and appointment of officers or such allied but highly 
expensive things. In this connection I would like to cite an instance. I 
live near the Jat College in New Colony at Rohtak. There is an agricultural 
farm in the neighbourhood of this college. The human excreta and urine 
of thousands of students which could have been utilized in the agricultural 
farm is being wasted. The officials of the Agriculture Department who do 
not take any pains to devise ways and means for increasing the fertility of 
the soil with least expenditure, waste their time and public money on tours 
and other unnecessary programmes, This department has employed a few 
M.A‘s whose job itis to write some articles in good English and 
publish them in the form of pamphlets. Ihave no hesitation in saying 
that this department is deceiving the Central Government -by 
drawing a wrong picture of its so-called all-out efforts to increase the agricul- 
tural wealth of the State. Iam really constrained to remark that whenever 


` the attention of the Government is drawn to improving the lot of the poor 


zamindars and whenever the policy of the Government towards the rural 
areas is criticized on the floor of the House, it is said that we are responsible 
for raising the urban-rural controversy. This is not all. Statements after 
statements are being issued in the ‘“Tribune’’ opposing the raising of such 
urban-rural controversial issues. If we want to increase our food production 
then we should lay much stress on the manufacture of compost manure. 
Zamindars should be made to understand how and where to utilize the green 
manure, It is really no use spending huge amounts on foreign machinery 
and on high salaries of the officials of this department. I have not been able 
to understand as to how machinery can be useful to a zamindar owning a 
tiny plot of 4 or 5 acres of land. Such arguments of the Government in 
support of importing foreign machinery seem to be fantastic and imaginary. 
If such be the state of affairs, I really fail to understand as to how the 
schemes of the Government in general and the Agricultural Department in 
particular can be embarked upon by them suecessfully. 


There is one thing more to which I would like to draw the 
attention of the Government and that is that the officials of the depart- 
ment do not give any publicity to their tour programmes My 
hon. Friend Pandit Shri Ram Sharma has in the course of his speech pointed 
out that technical advice is not available to the zamindars and that no 
publicity is given to the tours of the Deputy Commissioner and the Agri- 
cultural Assistants. During my three months’ stay at Rohtak I was not 
informed about the tour programme of the Director of Agriculture and other 
officials of the department. I am not informed about the tour programme 
of the Director of Agriculture. I do not know whether he has toured my 
district. In this connection] have no hesitation in saying this that the 
copies of programmes of the Deputy Commissioner in connection with the 
‘Grow More Food’ campaign are not made available to M.L A’s. Perhaps 
the Deputy Commissioners think that there is no necessity to inform the 
simple-dressed M.L.A’s about their tour programmes, who previously used to 
bow before them. If the Government really wants its efforts in this direc- 
tion to be crowned with success, it should direct its officers-in-charge of 
‘Grow More Food’ schemes to consult the zamindar M.L.A’s and other 
enlightened zamindars from time to time by calling conferences. Without 
their advice, the Government cannot succeed in its mission. 


It has been proudly stated that the Government has succeeded in 
increasing the produce of rice to the extent of 38 thousand ‘tons and has 
thus wiped out the deficit, so far as this article of food is concered. I 
submit, Sir, the credit for this achievement should not have been claimed 


[Chaudhri Lahri Singh] 


by: the present Ministry. But for the pains and labour that I a dong 

with the Chief Engineer in moving from village to village all the day long for a ` 
considerable periodin order to supervise the work of construction. of tem- 

porary outlets to be taken out of Western Jumna Canal and Upper Bari | 
Doab with a view to supplying additional water to the zamindars for rice Bi 
crops, there would have been no increase in the production of rice worth 
the name, despite all the ‘Grow More Food’ schemes of this Government. zo o 
The scheme had been lying pending for the last three years, when I took | 
charge of the Department and called for the explanation of the officers for keep- 
ing it in cold-storage for such a long time and not giving it their personal 
attention. So, Sir, we can help and give valuable guidance to the Govern- = 
ment in its efforts to achieve self-sufficiency in food. But the pity is that we 7 

re not given any information even about .the tour programme of the high 

officers such as the Financial Commissioners or the officers of the Agriculture 
Department. “~? 


| Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member can speak for one minute, more. 

| Chaudhri Lahti Singh : Then, Sir, in the Budget Estimates for. this 
| 

| 


| 
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department I find an item pertaining to iron and steel. I wonder, Sir, where 
this quota of iron goes. In the company of Pandit Shri Ram Sharma, 
I visited many districts. We were surprised to hear complaints in every 
village about the non-availability of iron even for replacement of blades of sim- 
ple agricultural implements such as spades and hoes, especially when we knew 
that large quotas were given to the urban people for the manufacture of 
trunks, boxes and other goods. Why does not the Government sell away its 
jeeps and machines, when it cannot supply iron even for the repair of agricul- 
tural implements? When it does not give attention to even such small 
matters, how can we expect anything great or grand of it ? | 


(At this stage Mr. Speaker vacated the Chair and it was | 
occupied by Mr. Deputy Speaker.) 


: Sardar Ajit Singh (Ex-Member West Punjab Assembly representing 
| South-West Punjab, Sikh, Rural) (Punjabi): Sir, the problem of growing more 
food that is under discussion to-day, is a question of life and death for our 
country, and it is therefore incumbent on us that we should take it in that 
spirit of seriousness and earnestness which it rightly deserves. The Govern- 
ment of India has made a firm resolve not to spend anything on the import 
of foodgrains after 1951 and to see that the country achieves self-sufficiency 
in food by that time. It was certainly not wise on their part to spend Rs. i 
one and a half crores during the last two years on the import of foodgrains. = 
Still it is a matter for gratification that the final decision in the matter has 

now been taken, upon which there is no going back. Opinion in the country | 
is somewhat divided about our present position in the. matter of food 
production. There is a set of people who are of the view that we are already 
producing sufficient food for our requirements and that the so-called shortage 
is due to defective distribution. There is certainly something to be said in 
favour of this opinion. I can say from personal knowledge that the system 
of distribution is unsatisfactory in our own province. To givea concrete 
instance, the district of Hoshiarpur is deficit in maize where its price always . d 
ranges from Rs. twelve to thirteen, while in District Jullundur the rate of | 
maize remains in the neighbourhood of Rs. 8-8-0 but in spite of the fact that 

there is an acute shortage in Hoshizrpur, there is an embargo on its import from 

Jullundur which is hardly at a distance of twenty miles. Similar is the case 

with Kangra, where the maize sells at Ks. 20 per maund and the poor people 


origi! wich; yearn for it but import from surplus districts is forbidden. Sir, is it nota 
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fact that if these restrictions were removed, maize would be easily available 
at all places at Ks. 9 to 10 per maund? So the charge that distribution is 
‘ not satisfactory, is not without foundation. But I feel the other view is 
more correct and based on facts and that there is a real shortage of food- 
grains and that every effort must be made to increase production. It isa 
z matter for pleasure that our Government is alive to the urgency of this 
problem and has earmarked a sum of Rs. 54 lakhs for this purpose. In this 
connection, Sir, I would urge the Government to take early steps to reclaim 
twenty five lakh acres of barren land (banjar-i-kadim) which has been lying 
untilled for a very long time. All the efforts of our Government for the des- 
truction of wild animals, jackals and monkeys, will not yield as good results as 
. the reclamation of these tracts of land. In fact, Sir, I consider the reclama- 
tion of this land more important than all other minor schemes. Even though 
the Agriculture Department has got measures enacted by this House for the 
reclamation of this land, nothing practical has been done in the matter so 
ai far. If this land is reclaimed, it will help in the solution of two problems, 
one of food shortage and the other of providing land to the landless tenants 
whose cause is daily pleaded with such earnestness by iriends like Sardar 
Bachan Singh and Thakur Dalip Singh. If the Government acquires all this 
land and gives it to landless tenants, [ am sure, in afew years’ time these 

barren tracts would begin to yield rich harvests. ~ 


Now a few words about the good work done by the Agriculture 

Department in improving the condition of agriculture in this province. 

About 25 lakh acres of fallow land have been brought under cultivation with 
the help of tractors and for this thinks are du2 to this Department. With 

the help of tractors, by two or three operations, such land has been made 

cultivable as would otherwise have not become fit for cultivation even by 

ten operations. This land which has been lying untilled for the last forty 

or fifty years is to-day yielding good harverts. And Iam sure the use of 

tractors on land of good type, would result in increasing the yield per acre 
considerably. But the regret is that whereas this Department ought to have - 

five hundred to seven hundred tractors, at presentit has only 139 tractors. 

People are very anxious to use tractors to bring barren land under cultiva- 

ton. It is therefore very desirable that the department should be ina 

position to lend many more tractors to them for reclamation work. In 
Jullundur and Hoshiarpur districts, people implore the department to give 

them tractors but, alas, their number is all too limited, and only one tractor 

. is working there. We want that the department should be able to allocate 
ten tractors to each district, so that production may be’ increased to the 
= maximum extent possible’ Sir, people who attach little importance to the 
tractor scheme and raise objections against it are, I would say, totally indiffer- 

ent to the interest of zamindars. Even when efforts are made by the Gavern- 

ment for a goodcause it is vitiated by personal interests, 


Set uta S Ss at goet a | 


dat ani g aa at wai aT 


Drone 
It means that round the inner core of truth, there isso much coverage 

of exaggeration or false statements to make it impossible for anyone to get | 
at the bottom of things. The efforts of such people to show lack of apprecia« 
tion of this scheme is only to win the sympathy of tenant class. Itis s 
conscious effort on their part to conceal effectively the benefits of this scheme. 

a under the cloak of tenants weal and to propagate that the tenant’s interesta 
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would be jeopardised. But the Government should not take any notice of 
such irresponsible criticism and should spare ample funds for importing more 
tractors to solve the problem of production in the State The tractors are 
badly needed by zamindars and these should be given to them for cultivation 
purposes. Agriculturists have now realized the benefits of mechanised farming 
and feel that the scheme that has been launched by the Government is 
really commendable. There is another problem that confronts the State and 
that is of providing irrigation facilities to the agriculturists. We cannot 
expect any production from the reclaimed land unless we adopt some measures 
for irrigating this area of land. It is a matter for gratification to know that 
the Agriculture Department has purchased land worth 25 or 30 lakhs of 
rupees and have installed tube-wells for providing water to this land. I think 
that a provision of 20 lakhs was made in the Budget of last year for the purpose 
of sinking wells but may I ask how many wells were sunk ? Sometime back 
I got a well sunk in my village but it does not give adequate and continual 
supply of water. The difficulty is that the boring apparatus is not available 
at Jullundur The Government should try to sink about 200 wells in every 
district every month so that the amount ear-marked for this purpose may 
be utilised. The Government should also acquire land in villages for sinking 
of wells so that these wells may be a source of supply of water to the land in 
villages. If this is done, it will certainly be a step in the right direction to 
step up production. I wonder that while the Government have set apart Rs. 
1,32,000 for conveyance in jeeps, it has madeno provisionin the Budget for 
manure. The Government has committed a mistake in not making provision 
in this behalf though it was made last year. The Government should have 
also provided ample funds for ‘green manure’ as the average outturn can be 
increased three times by the utilization of green manure. Similarly no provis- 
ion has been made for seeds as well though the sum of Rs. 9 lakhs was 
provided in the last year’s Budget. The Government should not be stingy 
in the allocation of funds for agricultural development. The decision of the 
Government to withhold necessary finance for seeds and green manure shows 
that it is not anxious to accelerate the ‘Grow More Food’ campaign in the 
State I would inform the Government that the officers’ visits to villages 
in Government jeeps would not be of any feal advantage The Deputy 
Commissioner of each district should consolidate the fragmented holdings and 
after procuring good quality of seeds from the Cooperative Department should 
start the campaign of ‘Grow More Food’ in right earnest. Afew years ago 
people did not favour the idea of consolidation of land holdings. But now 
a change has come and they have begun to realize that agriculture cannot 
become efficient and paying with such fragmented holdings. They now feel 
that slices of land here and there cannot be economically cultivated. It 
would decidedly be a great achievement if the Government were able to 
construct an ideal village functioning properly under modern conditions. 
There has been a mushroom growth of new offices and departments and the 
Government is lavishly spending vast sums of public money on it This is 
hardly justifiable. The Government should have effective control over the 
expenditure and should seriously examine how administrative waste can be 
reduced and see that the money is expended on productive channels. I would 
make a suggestion that the Government should allow the Agriculture 
Department to act independently in the matter of agricutural development 
of the State. It is often observed that the schemes are worked out by the 
department and sent to the Government for approval where it takes a very 
long time to scrutinise such schemes. Sometimes it so happens that these 
schemes are never put up before the Minister for one reason or the other. 
Such factors are mainly responsible for the excessive delay in putting the 
schemes into execution. It is, therefore, desirable that this department 
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should like many other departments be made independen t. 


l Sardar Bachan Siagh: Sir, is there any department which is 
independent ? 


Sardar Ajit Singh: Sir, my hon. Friend perhaps does not know that 
such offices whose heads are the Administrative Secretaries to Government are 
€ 4 first class offices and are in a way independent. On the other hand those 
departments whose heads are not Secretaries to Government are second 
class departments. 


Mr. Deputy Speaker: Please resume your speech. 


Sardar Ajit Singh: Sir, I would say that if all the schemes that are 
worked out by the Agriculture Department from time to time are put into 
execution, the Punjab will before long be again the granary of India. 


Chaudhri Sahib Ram (Hissar North, General, Rural) (Hindustani) : 

Sir, I must thank the Government for providing 175 lakhs for the ‘Grow More 

Food’. By doing so, it has evinced great interest for the betterment of the 

peasants. Some ef my hon. Friends have delivered their speeches but I find 

that with the exception of one or two Members, no one has tried to appreciate 

the difficulties of the agriculturists. They cannot imagine what handicaps 

these people have to face. During the course of their speeches, some of the 

hon. Members have again and again directed their criticism on the expendi- 

ture incurred in connection with the officers’ visits to villages in Government 

jeeps. On the one handit is said that-the zamindars who are often illiterate and 

simple folk are badly exploited in the cities whenever they go there. On the 

other hand it is said that there is no publicity in the villages, Sometimes it 

is said that the number of officers should not be large and now a plea is 

being put forward that tours in jeeps is wasteful expenditure. Such an 

irresponsible criticism cannot carry any weight with the Government. I 

would submit, Sir, that jeep service is very essential in collecting authorita- 

tive information from the zamindars with regard to their difficulties and 

other handicaps which may impede the progress of ‘Grow More Food’ campaign. 

This transport has been provided in order to obtain quicker solution of 

the practical difficulties of the peasant class. Time is vital in everything. 

». Jf a person were to go on foot to the remote villages it will certainly be a 

very slow process to ascertain their difficulties. The Government cannot deal 

adequately with the task of ‘Grow More Food’ unless such essential measures 

r are adopted Money is being spent on a wərthy object and the officers are 

‘ doing good work in this connection. My hon. Friends who are obsessed 

p= with the idea that these officers who go on tour in jeeps are making propa- 

| ganda against the tenant class and are thus impeding the progress of 
‘Grow More Food’ campaign are sadly mistaken. 


Sir, some of my hon. Friends have laid great emphasis on the use of 
tractors as they think that we should also emulate the example of foreign 
countries. I do not agree with them. In my opinion our salvation 

ý lies only in the plough and in place of tractors we should attempt 
toget machinery for purposes other than agriculture. Sir, ‘to 
Das me it appears as if some hon. Members have offered opposition to 
the Government merely for the sake of opposition. They have objected to 
the use of jeeps. Anyhow I have failed to follow the line of their argument., 
I ask them, should not somebody go about from village to village to enquire 
into facts relating to the tube well scheme and the Garden Colony scheme 
for which twenty thousand acres have been set aside and on which lakhs 
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of rupees are being spent ? And then what is more, will not the use of jeeps 
be conducive to prevention of smuggling food grains ? In these circumstances 
I would request my hon. Friends to refrain from destructive criticism. 


The next point I wish to deal with is growing of more food. It is no 


revelation when I say that every zamindar knows everything about it and 
wishes to cooperate with the Government wholeheartedly in this matter. If 
they grow more, food will of course become cheap but at present I would 
suggest that in order to encourage them the zamindars should be given 
reasonable rates for their produce. 


The question of manure has been the subject of debate and has been 
discussed at some length. It has been suggested by some hon, Members that 
supply of chemical manure isa necessity. I may inform them that the 
question of having recourse to this variety of manure does not arise when 
huge quantities of cattle refuse are with us to answer our purpose. In these 
circumstances, Sir, I request my hon. Friends that they should come forth 
with constructive proposals if they have any and not indulge in uncalled 
for criticism. 


Sardar Dalip Singh Kang (Ex-Member West Punjab Assembly 
representing Lyallpur East Sikh, Rural) (Punjabi): Sir, there is no 
no gainsaying the fact that not only the Chief Minister and his colleagues 
but all of us should make an all-out effort to grow as much food as is needed 
for us. We can stop import of food from “abroad worth rupees one hundred 
and sixty crores by 1951 only if we achieve success in this direction. 
I may here say that if the zamindar of Punjab takes it into his head to 
solve this problem he can easily do it as he is not inferior to any cultivator 
in the world. According to Dr. Walker’s report he has a level of efficiency 
that is possessed by the English farmer. But what is wanted is that 

| Government should help .him and remove his difficulties. If in 1940-41 

| England could produce 50 per cent more of food I do not see any reason why 

| our cultivators should not be able to putin only 10 per cent more if they 
are properly encouraged to do so. In England if a kisan broke one acre of 
land he got two pounds for it but not a penny would be paid here in this 
country for such work. It is something most disconcerting. Expenditure 
is being incurred on unnecessary things and nothing is being given to those 
who are producers of our wealth. If we inspire confidence in the zamindar 
and make him feel that we have some soft corner for him he would perspire 
for us with pleasure. His most essential requirement is water and in a 
majority of cases it can be provided by tube wells and percolation wells. 
Last year subsidies were given to zamindars for tube wells and percolation 
wells but this year they are not to get anything. I wonder whether such 
a step will be conducive to growing more food, The growers are faced with 
many other difficulties. They are being Subjected to a 50 per cent increase 
in water raté. Sucha measure is bound to prove disastrous for our food 
drive asit will discourage them from growing wheat corn and force them 
to grow money crops such as cotton, sugar cane, oil seeds etc. 


Sir, the importance of manure appears to have been altogether lost 
sight of by the Government. Previously the zamindars got 50 per cent 


subsidy for chemical manure and 50 per cent subsidy for the green manure. 


i.e, for the seeds of ‘ guara , and ‘hamp ° but no amount is provided in 
the present budget for such help. A lot has doubtless been said 


about compost but tomy mind the huge amounts spent by the Government. 


Origi! wit this connection are going waste. Instead of giving large sums of money 
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to the municipalities who have begun using motor cars instead of donkeys 
for disposal of refuse, subsidy should have been given to the zamindars. 
There is absolutely no wisdom in giving money to the municipalities. 
Sir, the supply of good and pure seed to the zamindars can go a very 
fong way in helping our Grow More Food campaign. Last year about 
sixty thousand maunds of seed were distributed. But this quantity was 
very insufficient as the actual requirement was in the neighbourhood of 
about two lakh maunds. This year we expected that adequate funds 
would be placed at the disposal of the Agiiculture Department, so that 
it could arrange for the required quantity of seed, But unfortunately this 
has not been done. Sixty thousand maunds isa very small quantity for them. 
This should have been much more. 


Another thing which is being discussed these days is the question of 
monkeys and wild cows. I learn that thousands of wild cows have been 


. caught during the last few months. It was said in this House that because 


a number of monkeys had been destroyed, there had been decrease in 
production of food-grains. I beg to submit, Sir, that it is essential to destroy 
these animals. In Russia it was calculated that one wolf ate one ton of 
meat in a year. It was therefore decided to destroy them. Similarly our 
Government decided to destroy monkeys and wild cows because they damaged 
the crops. If we remain inactive for five or six years more, their number 
will grow so large that we will become helpless. In order that we might 
be able to get food, it would be necessary to destroy them. Ignoring all 
sentiments we should destroy all those pests which damage food-grains, In 
rural areas about seventy or eighty per cent of milch cattle are uneconomic, 
A cow or a buffalo which eats fodder worth ten rupees yields milk of the 
value of not more than four rupees. We should take steps to save food- 
grains from every source. 


Then, Sir, I wish to saya few words about the necessity of research 
in agriculture. Experiments carried on in America have revealed that by 
the use of hybrid corn, we can increase production of maize by about 
25 to 30 percent. This process has been successfully adopted in America. 
According to this system maize is sown in rows and when tassels appear 
alternate plants are cut. This results in cross-breeding and by this method, 
the yield of maize-crop in America has been increased by fifty to sixty 
per cent. If suitable propaganda is carried on among the agriculturists that 
the production of maize can be increased by at least twenty per cent by 
the use of hybrid corn, it will serve very useful purpose. I learn that 
the Central Government preposes to import hybrid corn from America. 
At the same time there is necessity of propaganda in the villages. About 
one and a half lakhs of rupees were spent on propaganda last year, but 
essential information did not reach the agriculturists. One of the pamphlets 
issued by the Governtnent in Punjabi is entitled Krishik Vibhag. It would 
have been better if it had been issued in simpler language, so that the 
villagers could understand it. If the language is difficult, it can serve on 
useful purpose, 


Then, Sir, if the money which is spent on compost scheme were used 
for sinking of tube-wells or for consolidation of holdings, it would have 
resulted in an increase in production- A person whose land is scattered 
at seven or. eight different places cannot increase his production. If his 
holdings are consolidated at one place, he would certainly be able to grow 
more food. It is however regretted’ that the expenditure to be incurred 


(11)56 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSTMBLY [20th March, 1950 


[Sardar Dalip Singh Kang] 


for this purpose has been reduced to fourteen lakhs of rupees. Patwaris 
to are free now and useful work could be done if the Government so desired. 


It has been said that a smaller number of tractors should be imported, 
There are already certain difficulties in the matter of import of goods from 
foreign countries. I requested the Government to issue an ordinance 
banning the export of cattle. Unless we have good cattle, how can we till 
the land properly and produce more food? If the price of cattle is very 
high, refugees will not be able to purchase them. I am sorry that the 
Government has not issued an Ordinance to this effect so far. I shall again 
request the Chief Minister to issue the necessary ordinance. 


I find that in connection with the ‘Grow More Food’ campaign two 
of the schemes mentioned on page 136 of the Explanatory Memorandum are:— 


Tubewell electrification, and 
Jagadhri Electric Supply Scheme. 


Then, Sir, lakhs of rupees are going to be spent on raising the banks 
of canals. In our canals, there is no need of more water in winter; in 
the rainy season, it is avai’able in abundance. What is the necessity of 
spending huge sums on raising canal-banks? If the banks of the Upper 
Bari Doab Canal are raised, the benefit of increase in water supply will go 
to Pakistan. In my opinion, all this money is being spent without planning. 
The Government of India agreed to give one anda half crores of rupees 
for the ‘Grow More Food Scheme’ and the different departments have 
distributed it among themselves. Nothing has been planned for the benefit 
of the agriculturists. 


As regards the ability of Government officers connected with this work, 
an idea can be formed from the following instance. When there was a 
scheme for the sanction of funds for boring tube wells, one very high- 
ranking officer wrote a note that it should first be ascertained whether boring 
of tube-wells would not cause water-logging. Everybody knows that it is one 
of the methods adopted for removing water-logging. Another thing which 
I have heard is this. Once a conference of all the Departments was held 
and it was enquired as to how much shortage of food-grains existed in the 
State. It was said to be ten per cent. One of the officers suggested that 
the shortage of wheat could be remedied by growing it twice a year. What 
can you expect from those officers who do not know even this much that 
a particular season is necessary for the raising of wheat crop ? 


(Mr. Deputy Speaker called upon Chaudhri Sunder Singh to speuk). 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: On a point of order, Sir. Ever since 
discussion started on this Demand I have been standing up every time to 
catch the eye of the Chair but I have not been given a chance to speak. I feel 
that I am not getting justice as I am not being allowed to have my say as a 
represpfitative of the landholders in this House. So many things have been 


said against them but a chance has not been given to their representative to 
put forward their point of view. 


Mr. Deputy Speaker : The hon. Member is casting aspersions on the 


Origin! wich; Chair and I ask him to wirhdraw these words 
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Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: I withdraw the words but I again 

bring to your notice that I should have been given a chance to speak as I 

can make a better contribution to the debate, being a representative of the 
class which is so closely connected with the Grow More Food campaign. 


= J Mr. Deputy Speaker : Order, Order. Chaudhri Sunder Singh has already 
been called to speak. 


Chaudhri Sunder Singh Ex-Member west Punjab Assembly representing 

Amritsar and sialkot, General, Rural Reserved Seat (Hinds): Sir, some of 

my hon. Friends have spoken in favour of the use of tractors while others 

r have spoken against it. But I want to quote the authority of Mahatma 
- Gandhi on this point. At one place he wrote: 


The present use of | machinery tends more and more to concentrate wealth 
in the hands of a few in total disregard of millions of m'n and 
women whose bread is snatched away by it out of their mouths ” 


On the one hand, thousands of our tenants are not getting any land 
for cultivation and on the other hand we find that limitless areas of land are | 
lying uncultivated. Mahatma Gandhi looked towards small’ things because | 
he thought that great things followed from them. We should follow him | 
in this respect. I know that the Government officers keep the zamindars 
detained in police stations and Tehsils on small pretexts for days and days 
together. In this way the crops of those zamindars remain uncared for. 
Those officers should know that the Government wants the people to grow 
more food and they should not act against its scheme. Hon. Members 
belonging to rural areas should look towards these things instead of engrossing 
themselves in big-planning. Mere criticism cannot take us far. 


So far as tenants are concerned they are yearning for land while large 
areas are lying uncultivated. The cause of this state of affairs is the 
apprehension of the landlords that the tenants would grab their land. 
Other states like Madras and U. P. have abolishhd landlordism and its | 
repercussions are also being felt over here. As a result of these repercussions ! 
land is lying uncultivated. I support my hon. Friend Sardar Kabul Singh’s | 
contention that the zamindars who allow their land to remain uncultivated | 
should be heavily punished. They should even be hanged. We learn that | 
25 lakh acres of land is lying uncultivated in our State ; this is a colossal 
, waste. It is unfortunate that this land should be allowed to remain 
p, uncultivated when we know that tenants are clamouring for land. It is 
_* our duty to look tothis matter. Mahatma Gandhi when he saw a wrong 
would not ignore it. He thought it to be his duty to get that wrong 
-redressed. Although we talk here so much about villages, yet we never | 
visit them. Every one of us runs some business cor the other, The excep- | 
tions to this generalisation are the Harijan Members who go about in | 


' villages and knowjthe difficulties of the people. Asa matter of fact we 
are all to blame for glossing over hard facts. The purpose of criticism is to | 
ae keep the Government on toes. Sir, here I may quote passage from the 


Magazine “Thought”? of second Juiy 1949. It runs as follows :— 


“It is one of the healthiest signs both in India and Pakistan 
that there isan  outkurst of opposition, Opposition is 
merely a waste of time when there is opposition of every- 
thing. The function of Oppcsition is to keep the Government 
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on its toes and to make the Government aware of 
.. its. shortcomings and that function is being satisfactor- 
ily discharged. The function of an organised 
p rliamentary opposition which is supposed to oppose 
far Opposition’s sake and to discredit the existing 
Government, to have as an alternative a desirable 
Government is essentially a corrupt and dishonest function.” 
As far as I am concerned I wish to declare, Sir, that I will oppose the 
present Government in order to make it realise its short- -comings. With these 
words I resume my seat. 


(At this stage Mr. Speaker resumed the chair) 


Minister for Development (The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh’ Bajwa) 
(Punjabi) : Sir, the discussion on this demand has mainly centred round 
land reclamation, mechanical farming, sinking of tube wells and jeeps etc. 
But Ihave carried an impression that there is a general Jack of familiarity 
with what the Government is doing in the matter of ‘Grow More Food’ cam- 
paign. In order to acquaint the House with regard to what the department 
has done and what it proposes to do, two pamphlets were distributed to the 
hon, Members only a few days back. As far as the Grow-More-Food efforts 
are concerned, all the hon. Members know and in fact every farmer knows 
that-production can be increased in four ways. In the first place the seeds 
of better quality should be made available to the farmers at reasonably 
low prices. Secondly the fertilizers should be made use of. Thirdly 
arrangements should be made for water supply and last of all 
improved implements should aid the farmers in their day to day 
work, Another factor that can increase the total production of foodgrains in 
the province is that cultivable waste should be brought under the plough 
as far as possible. But the most important thing to- remember in this 
connection is that it is the farmer who has to play an active part in the 
matter of production and cultivation, Some of the hon. Members have 
urged us to produce a spirit among the officers of Agriculture Department 
so that. production may increase. Sir, my submission is that although I 
admit that’ the officials should have a spirit of devotion to duty, “still 
it is the farmer who has to play an active part in the process of production. 
The officers are not expected to plough the lands near the Assembly Chamber 
or near the Secretariat. They have only to provide facilities to the farmers 
to. that they may work in a more efficient and productive manner, They are. 
‘so encourage, inspire and guide the villagers. That is what they are 
expected to do and they are doing it satisfactorily. 


Sir, another objection has been raised by an hon. Member. ‘It has 
been stated that we have not tried to win the sympathy and co-operation of 
the nationalist-minded persons and that we have taken very few Congress- 


“men in the committees. As far as this objection goes they do not know that far 


us every Congressman, every unionist and every member of other political 
parties ‘stands on the same level We don’t discriminate between various 
persons on account of the political views that they might hold. As a matter 
of fact we approach the farmers. Those who proclaim themselves to be true 
nationalists should prove their mettle. They have a wide field for activity 
open before them They can go tothe farmers and give lectures to them on 
the necessity of increasing the production of foodgrains. Do they not know that 
shortage of foodgrains is the most important problem of the nation to-day ? 
Do they not know that our worthy Prime Minister has issued an appeal in 
the matter? They should not mind whether the Government has asked 
them to cooperate or not.. They should not think that any Deputy Commiss- 
joner should first ask them to render help in this problem and then they 
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is amply offset by the propaganda work done by them. Besides, publicity 
is considered by the people as a mere show or stunt put up by the ‘Govern- 


ment, but the propaganda arranged on jeeps has proved very efficient and 
useful. | 


Then the oppointment of Naib Tehisldars has been objected to. It has 
been stated that they do nothing. This is an uucharitable remark. The 
work in the department regarding girdawri operations and mutations of lands 
etc., has increased so much that Naib Tehsildars have become necessary to 
supervise this work. 


I would like to refer to the question of tractors again. Some of the 
hon. Members have spoken against them and others have favoured the 
employment oof tractors for ploughing lands. I may _ point 
out that they have proved very useful in reclaiming uncultivable lands which 
have been lying in that condition for a very long time. All those lands which 
had reverted to jungle conditions have been rendered fit for cultivation, and 
are being utilised for more production of food grains. So far the 
reclamation work is being done by the Central Tractors Organisation and 
there are about 176 tractors which are under employment for the purpose. 
Since these tractors have been purchased on our account, Punjab Govern- 
ment: will have to purchase them. Besides, I would ask the hon. Members 
to visit those reclaimed lands which are yielding bumper crops. | 


Sardar Bachan Singh: I had no opportunity to visit a place where 
the land was being reclaimed. I found all the tractors standing still. 


Minister for Development: Possibly the hon. Member might have 
gone at the time of harvesting. At that time the tractors were naturally 
out of use. : | 


Sardar Bachan Singh: I went at the time of harvesting also but was 
sorry to see the poor yield of the land reclaimed by the tractors. 


Minister for Development: My experience is quite the reverse of the 
hon. Member. I remember when I went to Karnal to see the harvestiug 
opérations in the reclaimed lands, I found that the crops were sufficiently 
rich and Tremember to have measured the ear of bajra on horse back and 
found that its length exceeded my height even. However I would like to 
bring ‘this point home to my hon. Friends that the land which the Govern- 
ment has been bringing under tractor cultivation, does not belong to it. 
It is Muslim Evacuee Property and would be handed over to the allottees at the 
time of making quasi-permanent allotment. Since the allottees would not 
be possessing necessary equipment to bring this land under cultivation, they 
would be givén cultivable land and the amount spent by the Government 
in this direction would be realized from them. Land would be reclaimed and 
made cultivable so that the people to whom this land would be alloted may 
not feel any difficulties whatsoever in earning their livelihood. When the 
tractors are free they are employed for cultivat'ng land which has remained 
unploughed for the last three or four years and which it is not possible to 
till with bullocks because of the hard soil and the presence of weeds and useless 
grass. Such tracts of land would be brought under tractor cultivation and 
given to allottees so that they may earn their livelihood. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: But the pace with which this work is being 
done seems to be so slow that it will take at least a century to make it 
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[Minister for Development] 


hee in .the case of urban monkeys who happen to be more influential than 

heir brethren in the ie dreaS, (laughter), But this does not mean that w 

thése urban monkeys do not play mischief with the a adjoining the urban 

areas. They do inflict losses, x 
| 


Sardar Bachan Singh: The hon. Minister has remarked that the 
| monkies have been finished. But the Director of Agriculture has informed 
; us that there are no less than 10 lakhs of monkeys. May I know whether all | j 
of them have been finished ? = 


Minister For Development : What I have stated is that rural monkeys rE 
have been finished and the urban monkeys are still at large. (Laughter). * ’ 
Then, Sir, an objection has been raised that while we have acquired a large -i 
number of tractors, we have no workshops for effecting repairs to them. I 5 


TemA ee E ee 


may tell the House that we are fully alive to this necessity. We have 

already a Central Workshop at Amritsar and we intend to set up two more 

workshops at Karnal and Ludhiana. These will be sufficient to meet our 

requirements in connection with the repairs of tractors. Now as regards the 

difficulty of spare parts for the tractors, we are trying to overcome it. 

Besides, so far as the future supply of tractors is concerned, we have made it 

= obligatory-that a certain percentage of spare parts must accompany the ; 

- tractors, and thus we will be saved the difficulty of finding spare parts requir- ; 

- ed in connection with the repair of tractors. Then another objection has 
been raised. It is to the effect that alot of money has been spent on the 
establishment on schemes of Agricultural Improvement and Research and 
also on purchase and repair of implements. I may tell them that the expendi- 

| ture incurred on these items is shared half and half by the Central and the 

| Punjab Governments. Everybody knows that a tractor cannot be plied. 

without a driver and petrol. Then these tractors are working at such places 

| to reclaim land, as are far removed from any habitation or towns. Naturally 

arrangements are to be made by the Government to provide certain facilitles, 5 

_ like medical aid, accommodation etc., to the workers so that they could 

| perform their duties diligently. Even ifa person acquires a tractor, he will 

, have to make adequate arrangements for bringing it into use. Similarly we 

are spending only on what is essential for the living of those people who ply 

the tractors for purposes of reclaiming land. We are not incurring any loss 

on their account as they are working on lands which are yielding greater 

production. 


Then, Sir, jeeps purchased by the Government for purposes of making : P 
propaganda in rural areas, have come in for severe criticism. It has been 
_ stated that the district officers and Tehsildars make use of them for their own 
' personal comfort. I may tell them that this is a fact far removed from reali- aa. 
| ties. The hon. Members are aware that in districts committees are formed 
with a view to disseminating information to the zamindars for taking to 
modern agricultural implements and improved seeds. Several hon. Members 
might also be members of such Committees and they know how much propa- 
ganda these committees do. These committees have not proved useful. So 
Government have launched upon a new scheme of providing jeeps to the 9 
Tehsildars and Deputy Commissioners and their staff, to do this job. They 
have been burdened with the additional responsibility of approaching every 
zamindar and impressing upon him the desirability of adopting improved 
seeds and other modern machinery that would result in enhancing the 
productivity of their lands, and thus help the ‘Grow More Fooď’ campaign. 
So these jeeps are used not only by the officers but also by their staff for 
a lh rposes of making propaganda or publicity in rural areas for stepping up 
Pufjab vidk G.BFOW more fuod campaign. Hence the expenditure incurred on the jeeps 
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will move. Ifthey are true nationalists they should work of thelr own 
accord. Theyshould approach the farmer and appeal to him in the name 
of the nation. 


Sir, now I wish to say one or two things more. Sardar Dalip Singh 
Kang has suggested that we should undertake research of maize. I wish 
to state for his information that we are already doing our best in this 
direction and the results so far achieved are quite satisfactory and we hope 
to be successful in the matter of producing a fine quality of maize very 
soon. An objection has been raised regarding the scheme of Jagadhari 
tubewell electrification of ‘Grow More Food’ campaign. It has been said 
that the expenses of these schemes are a mere waste of money. But I must 
inform the hon. Members that the opinion of the critics is not based upon 
facts. The tubewells will supplement the water supply from the canal and 
this means an increase in the supply of water to the farmers asa result 
of which the production will go up. The question of raising the banks of 
the canal has also been decided upon in order to achieve the same object. 
The assumption which some quarters seem to make that the increased supply 
of water is intended to be sent to Pakistan is quite wrong. I don’t wish 
to say anything which might be against any Ifnter-Dominion agreement. 
But still I can assure the House that nothing will be done which is against 
the interests of our people. Then, Sir, Government has been severely criticised 
for stopping the subsidies which were being granted to the zamindars for the 
construction of percolation wells. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Government could commit no worse crime than 
this. i 


Minister For Development : I admit that the zamindars have been hard 
hit by the stoppage of these grants. I also feel*that when we press the 


. zamindars to step up. production and give more attention to the Grow More 


Food schemes, it also becomes the paramount duty of the Government to 
arrange for the provision of increased irrigation facilities. (Hear, hear). I 
may tell the hon. Members that Government are alive to the fact that 
many of the lands in the Punjab are mainly barani lands and the need 
of the wells is all the more imperative. But the diffculty with which the 
Government is faced, is this. All that money which the Punjab Government 
used to advance to the zamindars was Central Government’s money. Now 
they have stopped the grant of this loan to us. Consequently we have been 
compelled to stop these subsidies to the zamindars. But I may assure the 
House and through it the zamindars that every endeavour is being made by 
the Government to renew the grant of subsidies to them. If we succeed in 
our efforts we will most certainly extend monetary assistance to them. (Cheers) 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh: Please press on the Government of India 
to grant you the loan. 


Minister For Development: We are leaving no stone unturned to 
bring round the Central Government to advance money to us for that pur- 
pose. Then, Sir, we have’ been accused of killing innocent monkeys. My 
hon. Friends forget the havoc wrought by these animals on crops and the 
amount of loss they inflict on the zamindars. This campaign was started 
with the sole purpose of saving the crop of the zamindars from the onslaught 


of the monkeys ; otherwise Government nursed no ill-will against them. 


(Laughter). However, I may tell the House that Government has succeeded 


. In driving out or killing the rural monkeys, but the scheme has been suse 
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Minister for Development: We have been doing all that can possibly 

be done within the slender means at our disposal. If the hon. Member 

suggests any other source of getting more money, in that case we shall natura- y- 

lly be able to do more but if on the other hand only obstacles are placed in 

the way of our doing this work, then we cannot succeed in doing this useful 
work, 


Sardar Bachan Singh : Government would be realizing Rs. 60 lakhs 
on account of abiana. 


Minister for Development: Even crores of rupees spent in this direc- 
tion would be insufficient. I may tell the hon. Member that whatever we 


have been spending in this direction does not belong to us. This amount we 
have secured on loan from the Government of India and it has got to be ee 
returned with interest. Under the circumstances it is necessary for us to x 


make all-out efforts to spend this loan-money in a way that we may derive 

the maximum benefits from it. This scheme is therefore being undertaken sew 
on loan basis. Itis because of this fact that we do not intend making any i 
grants or subsidies available to people. On the other hand we want to 
embark upon such production schemes from which we are sure to derive 
maximum benefits. 


An hon: Member has in the course of his speech laid much stress on 
the point that the Government shouid divert its attention towards impart- 
ing agricultural eduction. In this connection I would like to point out 
that we are planning to establish an agricultural college at Ludhiana on 
the same lines as the Lyallpur Agricultural College: 


| Mehta Ranbir Singh: What about agricultural education in the 
schools ? 


Minister for Development : So far as agricultural education in the schools 
is concerned, the Education Department has already started basic education ? 
in schools. Government has decided that agricultural education should be 
imparted from the very start to the children of agriculturists in the schools 
in the rural areas. Government is trying to work out the scheme as best as it 
can with a view to derive maximum benefits. 


With these words, Sir, I would request my hon. Friends to give their 
wholehearted support to the Demand now before the House. 


Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar: I beg leave to withdraw my motion. 


The motion was by leave withdrawn. 


Mr. Speaker: Question is— 
That a sum not exceeding Rs. 54, 01, 980 be granted to the Governor 
to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the 
year 1950-51 in respect of Capital Outlay on Schemes of 
Agricultural Improvement and Research. 
The motion was carried í d 
Da m 


The Assembly then adjourned till 2 p.m. on Tuesday, 21st March 1950 
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PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


FIRST SESSION OF THE PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
Tuesday, 21st March 1950. 


Syr- g yee 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Simla, at 2 p.m. of the clock. 
Mr. Speaker (The hon. Sardar Kapoor Singh) in the Chair. 


yema bn gee 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


*1653 Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state:— 


(a) the number of communist detenus who have repesented to the 
Government that they have dissociated TEMSE from the 
communist party; i 

(b) the action taken by the Government on their representations ? 

„The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) 12 


~ 


(b) (i) Accepted. m 
' (ii) Rejected. | 2 
(iii) Under consideration. | 5 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: WHil the hon Chief Minister please state as to 
when these people sent their representations to the Government ? 


Chief Minister: I require notice. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra : The hon. Chief Mnet has ponid out that 
twelve representations have been received by the Government Could he not 
tell as to when these representations were received ? 


Chief Minister : I do not remember the date. 


Sbri Prabodh Chandra : May I know as to how much time is taken to 
dispose of such representations ? 


Chief Minister: They are disposed of after an enquiry. . 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: May I know if the Government takes into 
consideration the reports sent by the police or the reports of other people are 


also taken into consideration ? 


Chief Minister :* The Government gets reports for this purpose from 
its own officials, 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know if such cases are sent to the 
Advisory Board ? 


Chief Minister: The Board has nothing to do with these cases, 
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ADVISORY BOARD | 


*1654. Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the hon Chief Minister be pleased 
to stater— 


(a) the number of cases of Communist detenus reviewed by the | 
Advisory Board ; 4 


(b) the action taken by the Government on the recommendations ne 
of the board ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) 324. 


` 


(b) Government considered the recommendations of the Advisory ve 
. Tribunal and accepted most of them, | 


+ 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the hon. Chief Minister please explain 
the phrase “most of them” ? 


Chief Minister It means what it means, 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: The expresson “most of them” is very vague. 
I seek your protection, Sir, and request the hon. Chief Minister to be more 
precise, ~ | 


Mr. Speaker: It is not.possible for me to compel a Minister to give a 
reply to a particular question, |. w= D 


Chief ‘Minister : My reply is there and I have nothing to add to it. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: In how many cases has the Board made 
recommendations for the release of detenus ? 


Chief Minister: The question has already been replied to 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: May I know if any detenu is allowed to appear 
before the Advisory Board in person, if he so desires. 


Chief Minister: No, that is not allowed. 


OE EG SEES mmm À 


COMMUNIST DETENUS 


*1655. Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state whether it isa fact that the Communist detenus were lathi-charged 
in Ferozepur and Yole Camp Jails recently ; if so, the reasons therefo- ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : The communist detenus of Yol tr 
Jail used violence on the Jail authorities and damaged the Jail buildings on i 
the loth January, 1950 in order to resist the implementation of the order 
of the Government about the transfer of certain detenus to other Jails, d 
while the detenus of Ferozepur Jail created trouble on 6th February, 1950 on - 
the refusal of a jail warder to bring inside the Jail some articles which were 
not allowed under the Jails rules. They assaulted the Jail staff and the 
situation was brought under control with the use of minimum force. 


Shri Parbodh Chandra: Will the hon. Chief Minister please state the - - 4 
number of the detenus who were injured in the lathi charge ? l 


Chief Minister ; The desired information can be supplied if notice is 


given, 
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Shri Prabodh Chandra: Is it not afact that after the affray, the 
detenus were confined to their cells and were beaten there ? 


Chief Minister: No, there is no truth in that. 
Skri Prabodh Chandra: May I know if any of these detenus will be 
tried ina court for committing violence in the gaol i 
Chief Minister : It shall be decided afterwards. 
, Shri Prabodh Chandra: How long after the incident, would this be 
decided ? | j 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : May I know the number of injured among 
the detnus and also among the gaol staff ? 
aii , Chief Minister: I require notice for this question. ~ . 
. . Sardar Sajjan Singh: May I know if any detenu will be triedin a 
court for committing violence ? 
Chief Minister; The question has already been replied to. 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know if these detenus have directly 
sent any representation to the Government ? Se 
Chiet Minister: Yes, they have demanded an enquiry. B 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know if the Government is prepared 
' to allow an unofficial enquiry ? ae 
Chief Minister: In these cases, the enquiries are conducted by Governt 
ment officials only. 
Shri Prabodh Chandra: Is it nota fact that some Communists are on 
hunger-strike since the lathi charge ? 7 TE DEE 
Chief Minister: The Government is not prepared’ to encourage such 
a thing, nor isit prepared to submit this time as was done once  beforé. 
Now no leniency will be shown to anybody who practises violence inside a 
gaol or outside. | 
4 DETENTION OF SARDAR AJIT SINGH AND JAGDEV SINGH ` 
a] = 
a Bs *1656. Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
3 to state the reasons for"the detention of Sardar Ajit Singh and Jagdev Singh 
1 of police station Muktsar ? 
| _ The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: They have been detained for 
| activities prejudicial to Public Safety and order. 
| ——— 
| 
E Ba POLITICAL WORKERS. 
*1639, Shri Virendra: Will the hon. Chief Minister bê pleased to state ¿= 
(a) Whether any fines, paid by political workers, during the British, 
| regime, have been refunded by the Government ; 
Ae Sabha | 
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Shri Virendra] 2 


(b) If so, the number of persons to whom such fines have been 
refunded, and the actual amount paid back so far ; 


(c) the number of Government servants if any, who were dismissed 
during the British regime, for political activities and who now ns 
have been re-instated so far in the State ? i 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : (a) Yes. 


(b) 30. The fines amounting to Rs. 6928/8/- have been refunded. ` 


(c) (i) In this connection the attention of the hon. Member is 
drawn to the answer given to part (a) (ii) of Assembly Question 
No. 1435 (Starred). 


` (c) (ii) Such information is not available. It is being collected. p 
The information if and when available will be supplied to . 
hon. Member. 


Ks 


Shri Virendra: May I know if all the applications received in this 
connection have been disposed of ? 


Chief Minister : Not yet. 
Shri Virendra : When would they be disposed of ? 


Chief Minister : As soon as the enquiries are complete. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh : What does the Government intend to do in the 
cases of persons who have coñe from the Pakistan and possess no receipts etc ? 


Chief Minister: Whatever proof is available will be taken into considera- 
tion for this purpose. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: Is the hon. Chief Minister aware of the fact that | 
the records of Tehsils are destroyed after every 12 years ? 


Chief Minister: I have already said whatever proof will be made 
available will be taken into consideration. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is the Chief Minister aware of the fact 
that the Government insists on getting back the receipts of payment of fine 
as also date of payment and of conviction, although workers fined were usually 
in gaol at that time and the receipts could not be preserved ? Is it not a fact 
that they are now debarred from getting back the amounts of fines, on account Pa 
of such formalities ? 


Chief Minister: Ifthe hon. Member brings any specific cases to my 
notice, I can look into them. I may, however, point out that it is not the 
intention of the Government to reject such applications on minor technical 


grounds. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it not sufficient that such persons should 
give applications and the Government may see their records and find out - 
whether they really deserve the repayment of fines or not ? 


Chief Minister: The Government «entertains „such applications and 
action is taken on them.. | 
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Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Asa matter of fact when the applications 
are given to the Deputy Commissioner and other officers they are returned 
with the remarks that in the absence of any proof the applications cannot be 
entertained. 


Chief Minister: I may inform the hon. Member that the applications 
are invited by the Chief Secretary and not by the district officers. 


re ey vE 


SARDAR HARKISHAN SINGH. 


* 1702, Shri Virendra: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to 
state :- 


(a) whether it is a fact that Sardar Harkishan Singh, Editor, Punjab 
Sahitya, was arrested under the Punjab Public Safety Act, if so, 
the reason thereof ; 


(b) whether his case was placed before the State Press Advisory Com- 
mittee ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: The case is sub-judice. Therefore 
no reply can be given. 


EMPLOYEES OF THE OMNIBUS SERVICE, 
*1442. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Local Self 
Government and Labour be pleased to state : 


(a) whether the employees,of the Omnibus Service and other Trans- 
port Companies and fabourers workinng in the work charged 
section of the Public Works Department are governed by the 
provisions of the Factories Act and the Trade Employees Act ; 
if not, the reasons therefor ; 


(b) whether the labourers working under P. W. D., enjoy the same 
facilities regarding`holi idays, working hours and medical aid as 
‘the labourers working in - the private factones and institutions ; 
if not, the reasons therefor ? | 


The hon. &hri Prithvi Singh Azad : (a) The Punjab Trade Employees 
Act is not applicable to Omnibus and other Transport Companies 

and the work charged Section of the P. W. D. because they do 

not come under the definition of Commercial Establishment. 

The provisions of the Factories Act, 1948, are -applicable to 

he labourers employed in P. W. D. Central Workshop, Amritsar 

and other Workshops, which come under the definition of a 

factory according to the Factories Act. 


(b) Labourers working in the Public Works Department are em 
ployed on daily wages basis and they are paid for the days 
actually worked. The work charged Establishment are allowed 
facilities with regard to casual leave etc. according to. the 
provisions of the Punjab P. W. D. Code. Labourers working 
in the P. W. D, Workshops are, however,. allowed facilities 
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[Minister for Labour. ] 


regarding holidays ; medical aid etc. according to the provisions 
of the Factories Act. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: May I know whether instructions have been 
issued to P. W. D. that Sundays and other holidays should be given to the 
labourers ? 


Minister : Instructions have been issued that all holidays mentioned 
in the code should be given to the labourers. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: Is it nota fact that holiday is given for one 
Sunday and the next Sunday they are made to work ? 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma :- What are the difficulties of the Government 
in the matter of their giving further facilities to these workers ? Do the 
Government propose to revise their code in such respects ? 


Minister : The matter is being considered and we are thinking of making 
such amendments in accordance with the provisions of the central 1P. W. D. 
code ? 7 


Z 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Can we hope that cack amendment will 
be taken into consideration in one or two months’ time. 


Minister: I think so. a | . 


i ra 


TRUCKS FOR REMOVAL OF DEBRIS IN AMRITSAR. 


*1622. Dr. Sant Ram Seth: Will the hon. Minister for Local Self 
Government and Labour be pleased to state :— - | 


(a) the number of trucks working in the city of Amritsar for the 
removal of debris from the city ; 


(b) whether the whole work has been contracted out ; 


(c), if the answer to (b) above is i the negative, (i) how much money 
is being paid to the contractor per truck per day (ii) whether 
‘petrol is supplied by the,;Government at its own cost}; (ili) 
whether labour is paid for by the contractor or by the 
Government ? 


The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad: (a) At present no trucks are work- 
ing in the city of Amritsar for the removal of debris. The work 
was stopped in February, 1950, 


(b) & (c) Do not arise. 


LABOUR WELFARE DEPARTMENT. 


l *1624, Dr, Sant Ram Seth: Will the hon. Minister for Local Self 
Gcvernment and Labour be pleased to state :—- 


(a) Whether it is a fact that the Labour Welfare Department undef 
ne the Punjab Government has been abolished ; 
idhan Sabha 
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(b) whether the services of the Labour Welfare officers in the 
Punjab have been dispensed with ; 


(c) the reasons for the closing of this Department ? 
€ hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad; (a) No, 
(b) & (c) The question does not arise, 


ATTE 


PANCHYAT ELECTION IN VILLAGE AULUKH KALAN, 
DISTRICT GURDASPOUR. 


*1630. Chaudhri Sundar Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Local 


Government and Labour be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether itisa fact that an announcement was made with the 
beat of drum on the 27th February, 19% to the effect that 
nomination papers for elections to the Panchyat of Aulukh 
Kalan ia the District of Gurdaspur be submitted on the 27th 
February, 1949 and that the elections would be held on the 


28th February, 1949 ; 


(b) whether itisa fact that a complete list of tie. voters was not 
displayed in the office of the Panchayat Officer concerned ; 


(c) whether it is a fact that the Panchyat Officer, concerned 
refused to accept the nomination papers of S. Tara Singh 
slo S. Deva Singh Ramgarhia and S. .Inder Singh s/o. 
S. Balwant Singh caste Jat of the same village; if so, the 


reasons for it ; 


(dA) whether it is afact that’the aggrieved party submitted 
complaints to the higher authorities on the 28th February, 
_ 1949 with the signatures of about 250 persons; 


(e) whether it is a fact that similar complaints were also made 
by the villagers of (1) Bhumbli, (2). Bham (3) Harchowal and 
(4) Chiman against the Panchayat Officer concerned ; 


(f) if the answer to parts (a), (b), (c), (d), and (e) above be-in the 
affirmative, the action taken by the Government against the 


Panchayat Officer concerned ? 


The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad: a) The announcement was made 
on the 21st February, 1949. and not ou the 27th February 1949, 
Election was, to be held on the 28th February, 1949. 


(b) Voters list was open for inspection from 20-1-49 with the 
Sarpanch and claims and objections were invited by the 
Assistant Panchayat Officer on 31-1-49. 


(c) (i) No. They did not submit any. nomination papers. 


(ii) Does not arise. 


(d) An application signed by 122 persons was received but it wa? 
received on 9-3-49 when the election had been confirmed. 
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| (e) The panchayats of Harchowal and Bham have not started 

functioning and no election has been held so far. The election 

of panchayat village Bhumbli was held by the predecessor of 

the present Panchayat Officer and the allegations about this | 
| panchayat were found baseless. That panchayat election of tpe 
| village Chiman Khudhi was held by the Assistant Panchayat = 
| Officer Batala and not by the Panchayat Officer. 
. 
| 


d 


(f) Does not arise, 


Pandit ShriRam Sharma: The hon. Minister has used the word | 
‘baseless’ in his answer. Are this reply and the manner in which it has been | 
given based on the report which has been submitted by those officers against 
| whom the questioner made allegations ? 


| Minister: The report and the enquiry has been carried out by high- 
|, Placed and responsiple officers. , 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know the department to which these 
‘responsible’ officers belong ? i 
Minister: They are officers of the Panchayat Department. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Has the Government any other source to 
find out whether the complaint is correct or not? I don‘t think the officers 
of the department against which a complaint is made can submit correct 
information. 

Minister : This opinion of the hon. Member is not right. 


REPRESENTATION OF THE SCHEDULED CASTES IN SERVICES 
| IN LOCAL BODIES. 


*1633. Chaudhri Sundar Singh: Will the hon. Minister for local Self 
_ Government and Labour be pleased to state the percentage of the members 
| of the scheduled castes in the ranks of officers, senior clerks, Junior clerks, 
chungi moharrers in the offices of the Municipalities, Town Committees, District 
Boards and District Medical Health Officers in all the districts of the Punjab 
District-wise ?, | 
The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad: The time and labour involved in 
collecting the information will not be commensurate with any possible + 
benefit to be obtained, | 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma ; J admit that to supply exact figures for 
all of these departments will take time. But can the hon. Minister tell us as to 
why the scheduled castes are not properly represented in local bodies especi» 
ally in the matter of higher posts ? . 


I qramma qe eA 


HOSHIARPUR-DERA-KANGRA ROAD. 


i *1700. Shri Virendra : Will the hon. Minister for public works be 
pleased to stated, whether the Government proposes to build the Hoshiarpur- 
Dera-Kangra Road, if so when, if not, the reasons therefore ? 
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The hon. Captain Ranjit Singh: Ist portion of the question :—Yes. 
2nd portion of the question :—As quickly as funds permit. 


Shri Virendra : Is the hon. Minister aware that a provision for the 
building of this road has consistently been made in the , budgets for the years 
1946, 1947 and 1948 and even last year an amount of Ks. 20 lakhs was 
. provided for its construction and yet the road has not been completed ? May 
I also know if there is a limit to the meaning implied in the expression ‘as 
soon as possible ? 


i Minister: I have said ‘as quickly as the funds permit.’ It is true 


that provisions were made several times but there isno help when funds 
are lacking. 


Shri Virendra : Do I take it that provisions are made in the Budget 


i without ascertaining the fact whether funds are available for the purpose 
or not ? 


Minister: The difficulty is that the financial position fluctuates very 
often. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know whether any provision for this 
road has been made in the Budget for 1950 ? 


Minister: No. 


RH cE are aea 


AGRARIAN REFORMS COMMITTEE. 


«1385. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Minister for Education 
be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether Government made any use of the Agrarian Reforms 
Committee formed by the All India Congress Committee ; 


(b) whether the recommendations of this committee have been 
examined by Government ? 


` | The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh : (a) Yes a copy of the Agrarian 
Reforms Committee’s report has recently been received from 
; the Secretary All India Congress, Committee New Delhi. 
"~ (b) Itis being examined by Government. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know when this report. received was 
by the Government ? 


Minister: It was received only recently. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma; Is it a fact that this report has been in 
possession of the Government for a considerable period and the reply which 
the hon. Minister has now given, has already been repeated several times ? 


Minister: I am not aware of any such thing. I know that the report 
was received by the Government only recently. 
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Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar: Is it a fact that a deputation of the 
Agrarian Reforms Committee wanted to visit the Punjab to see things for 
themselves, but the Government advised them not to come here ? 


Minis:er: I require notice for this. It is possible that something of 
the kind might have been done in the previous regime. ld 


Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar : May I know whether the Agrarian `s 


Reforms Committee sent a memorandum to the Punjab Government for 
consideration ? 


Minister: No, sir. s 


Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar : Is it a fact that the Punjab Government 
did not allow the Agrarian Reforms Committee to visit this State ? 
Chief Minister: This is incorrect. 


| Shri Virendra: May I know who has considered this report and if some 
Secretary to the Government orsome hon. Minister or some sub-committee 
| has been constituted for going into the matter ? : 


Minister : I am considering this report. It is also receiving the careful 
_ attention of the Financial Commissioner. l 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I- know whether the present con- 
sideration of the report is the continuation of the old one, which was being 
| given by the previous Government ? 


l Minister : This question should be addressed to the Ministers of the 
previous Government. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Is it not a fact that the Government wrote 
to the Committee that the proposals contained in their report were not likely 


to benefit this province because things discussed in the report did not exist 
here ? 


Chief Minister : I never wrote that. 


| Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know since how long the Govern- 


| „ment has been considering this report and when will the consideration stage 
| be over ? 


| Minister : This question has already been replied to. 


, Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar : Did the Government send any views to 
| the Agrarian Reforms Committee ? 


p Minister : No views were sent as it was not required ? 


| Chief Minister: As a matter of fact the Finance Minister had informed 
|| the Agrarian Reforms Committee, that so long as Quasi Permanent Allotment 
| of lands was not completed, the condition in the Punjab remained fluid and 
|| thus no useful purpose would be served by the visit of that Committee. The 


Committee were convinced of the cogency of the argument and did not come 
here. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: My point is, what did he write to the 
| Committee ? 


|. Chief Minister: As I have already stated, I wrote on similar lines that 
since the Quasi Permanent Allotment of land had not yet been completed 
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and in consequence the conditions in the Punjab were fluid, I could not express 
any definite view in regard to the questionaire sent by them. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : May I know whether the proposals made 
by the Committee were in regard to the relations between the tenants and 
landlords existing in the Punjab ? If so, what views did the Government 
convey to the Committee on the subject ? 


Chief Minister: I have nothing to add to what I have already stated. 
In fact I have expressed nothing regarding this matter. 


LORRY ACCIDENTS. 


*1480. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the hon. Minister for Education be 
pleased to state :- 


(a) the number of lorry accidents which took place during the year 
1949 in the State ; 


(b) the number of persons who died and of those who received 
injuries as a result of these accidents ; 


(c) the nature of punishment awarded to the lorry drivers responsible 
for these accidents ; 


(d) the number of lorry drivers who died as a result of these acci- 
dents ; l 


(e) the steps taken or proposed to be taken by the Government to 
reduce the number of such accidents ? 


The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh : (a) 222. 
(b) Killed 80. Injured 231. 
(c) (i) Fines ; (ii) cancellation of driving licenses ; and 
(iii) Imprisonment. 
(d) Killed 7. Injured 5. 


(e) The Government has set up.a Safety First Board in the Province, 
the function of which is to devise ways and means to educate 
the public in general and the drivers of the vehicles in particular 
in road sense with the object of reducing the number of acci- 
dents and consequent toll of human life. 


The enforcement staff has been increased and a Deputy Superitendent of 
Police has been appointed in the Transport Department to supervise the 
operation of vehicles on the road. He delivers instructions to the drivers in 
order to acquaint them with road sense. Strict instructions have been issued 
to the enforcement staff to launch prosecutions in cases in which vehicles 
are found standing in the middle of the road blocking traffic or which do no} 
give way to faster traffic. 


The Transport vehicles are examined by the Board of Inspection afte 
every 6 months and in order to avoid accidents due to mechanical defects only 
those vehicles are declared fit which are in sound mechanical condition. 
Prosecutions are also launched for mechanical defects in the vehicles or if 
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| drivers are found infringing the provisions of the Motor Vehicle Act and the 
| rules thereunder. 


80 deaths but only one driver was convicted. May I know who was reponsi- i 
ble for the remaining deaths ? 7 


| Shri Dev Raj Sethi: It has been stated that the accidents resulted in ca 
| 
| , 

Minister : The drivers were not found guilty of causing deaths in the 
| remaining 79 cases. , 
| Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know whether Government was | 
/ responsible for these deaths ? ? 


Minister: No. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: May I know whether the drivers going scot free ~ 
| in 79 cases, were declared not guilty asa result of the finding by some court 
| or was it the result of some departmental enquiry ? 


Minister : Yes, that was the decision of the court. 


i Dr. Sant Ram Seth: When it has been stated by the hon. Minister 
' that out of 80 deaths caused by the motor accidents only one driver was 
convicted, may I know whether in the remaining 79 cases, the deceased com- 
: mitted suicide ? 


Minister : In those cases the negligent driving of the drivers was not 
| proved and so their conviction could not be brought about. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish : Has any compensation been paid to 


_ the people injured or to the heirs of the people who were killed as a result of 
these accidents ? 


Minister: It all depends upon the discretion of the magistrate on facts 
| of each case. If he thinks proper that the heirs of the deceased deserve any 
| compensation, he grants them. 
| 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushısh : May I know whether compensation 
has been paid in any case ? 


Minister: If the hon. Member gives notice, information will be collec- 
ted. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: May I know whether any deaths have occurred 
as a result of accidents with the cars belonging to high officers or the hon. ` 
Ministers ? 


Minister : I require notice for this question. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Has it come to the: notice of the Government 
that the drivers of high officers and hon. Ministers drive their cars recklessly ? 


Minister : I require notice. 


| Pandit Shri Ram Sharma ; In view of the fact that out of 80 deaths j 
caused by motor accidents, a driver received conviction in only one case, may 
_ I know whether the police challaned the. drivers in the remaining 79 cases ? 

If so, what were the findings of the court in each case ? 
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Minister: This information can be collected, if the hon. Member gives 
notice. | 


ier 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is ita fact that the number of motor acci- 
dents has been increasing since the last 24 years and that the present 
number of accidents far exceeds the number of accidents which took place 2} 


= years ago ? 
i Minister: I require notice for this question. 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know who are the members of the 
; Safety Board which has been constituted to make proposals for reducing the 
number of motor accidents in future ? 
Minister - a require notice. 
Shri Prabodh Chandra : Ona point of order, Sir. Is it parliamentary 
a for the hon. Minister to give a reply while sitting ? , 
i a Mr. Speaker: It is not permissible. He should rise in his seat. 
ASSESSMENT OF LAND REVENUE ON A SLIDING SCALE 
*1481. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the hon. Minister for Education 
be pleased to state :—- 
(a) the year in which Re-settlement operations were carried out 
in each district of the State ; 
(b) whether assessment of land revenue on a sliding scale has been 
introduced in any one of the 13 districts of the State ; 
(c) the districts in which this system of assessement is proposed 
to be introduced ? | | 
The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh. 
(a) f 1. Hissar. 1919, 1911 and 1922. 
| 2. Rohtak. 1909 and 1910. 
Ambala 1 3. Gurgaon. 1942 and 1943. 
division. < 4. Karnal. 1909. 
| 5. Ambala. 1917 and 1919, : 
' | 6. Simla. 1916 and 1917. _ | 
. : f 7. Kangra. 1914 and 1916 and 1917 and 1918 
Jullundur | = (Kulu Sub- ‘division under settlement 
division. | at present.) 
| 8. Hoshiarpur. 1914 and 1915. 
4 9. Jullundur. 1915 and1916. 
| 10. Ludhiana. 1911 and 1912. 
| 11. Ferozepore. 1913 and 1914.. 
| | 12. Amritsar, 1945 (Patti Tehsil 1939) 
g | L 13. Gurdaspur. 1910 and 1912. 
(b) Yes. 
(c) This will be considered when settlement operations take place. 
Fig: 
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Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Is it a fact that the resettlement operations have 
not been carried out in the districts of Hissar, Karnal and Rolitak since 1909. 
If so, what are the reasons for this delay ? 


| Minister: Financial difficulties. 


Shri Dey Raj Sethi: Will the hon. Minister please state as to what : 
he means by ‘financial difficulties ? Is it a fact that the income of our State 7 
is increasing day by day ? 


Chief Minister: The staff of the Revenue Department is at present 
busy with the work in connection with the allotment of land. It is not 
possible to carry out this work without their help. 

, ) 

Shri Prabodh Chandra: Sir, there are two replies to one question. 
Which is right and which is wrong ? 


Mr. Speaker : Both are right. (Laughter). * 
Shri trabodh Chandra: And both are wrong. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh : Isita fact that the work in connection with 
the settlement was carried out about 10 years ago ? May I know whether 
this work will first of all be carried out in the district of Rohtak after the 
completion of the allotment work ? 


Minister : At that time it will be seen in which district this work 
should be carried out first. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma ; Has the assessment of Land Revenue on a 
sliding scale been introduced any where in our State ? 


_ Minister: Exceptin Karnal the work has not been started anywhere. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Why hasso much delay been caused in 
doing this work ? Why is this work being done so slowly ? 


Mioister : It is not being done so slowly as the hon. Member A 
The services of trianed men are needed for carrying out this work and those 
who are available are busy with the allotment work. 


Pandii Shri Ram Sharma : May I know if assessment of Land 
Revenue has been introduced in the district of Kulu on a sliding scale basis ? 
Chief Minister : That will be known on rcceipt of the report. = 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Have any instructions been issued to the 
Settlement Officers to introduce the sliding scale system ? 


Chief Minister: That depends upon the condition prevalent over 
there. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : Is it the intention of the Government to issue 
orders for carrying out the Resettlement operations ? If so, when ? 


Chief Minister : These operations will be carried out when Government j 
would be in a position to do so. . 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: May I knowas to when Government intends 
carrying out such operations ? 
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Chief Minister: I cannotsay that at the present moment. However 
I may inform the hon. Member thatthese operations would be carried out 
after completing the work in connection with the Consolidation of Holdings. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: If that beso, should we take it that Resettle- 
jes ment Operations would not be carried out at least for 10 years to come ? 


2 Chief Minister: It is not possible for me to make such guesses, 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Has the Government framed any policy 


according to which assessment of land revenue should be introduced on the 
sliding scale ? 


Chief Minister ; That would be done at the opportune time. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is ita fact that much stress was laid on 


the introduction of this system by the Congress members during the regime of 
ae Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan ? 


. Chief Minister : At that time my learned Friend also laid stress on this 
point. However, I would like to inform the hon. Member that decision 
would be made according to the changed conditions. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know if the conditions prevalent 
then were in favour of introducing the system of sliding scale and the present 
conditions do not permit taking the same steps so far as our own Govern- 
ment is concerned ? 


Chief Minister: The conditions prevailing at that time permitted its 
intreduction. So far as our State is concerned, this matter would be decided 
at the opportune time. 


FREE JOURNEY BY POLICE EMPLOYEES IN UNIFORM 


*1583. Sardar Bachan Singh: Will the hon. ce for Education 
be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether any complaint sent y s. Sajjan Singh, M. L. A. vide 
his letter No. 297 dated 17. 2. 50 regarding the free journeys 
undertaken by police employees in uniform in the Omnibus 
Service was received by him on or about the 20th February, 


1950 ; 
r (b) if the answer to part (a) above be in the’ affirmative whether 
| | any enquiry was made about the complaint oe the result 
bas thereof ; 


(c) what action, if any, has been taken by the Government in such 
matters ? 


The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh: (a) Yes. 


(b) & (c) An enquiry is being conducted and necessary action wil 
be taken if on inquiry the allegation is found to be correct. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sahrma: Is it within the knowledge of the Govern 
ment that police officers travel in buses free when in uniforms ? 


Minister : Government comes to know about it when such a matter 1 
brought to its notice. 
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Sar Sajjan Singh : What is the policy of the Government so far as 
this matfer is concerned ? 
ka 


va Mr. Spanos From a particular the hon. Member comes to a general 
question. 


Minister : To respect the rules. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: Was the report made by the M. L.A. 
concerned on his personal observation or hearsay ? 


Minister : The hon. Member can get this information from him. 


RATES OF PANCHOTRA 


*1585. Sardar Bachan ae: Will theshon. Minister for Eduction be 
pleased to state :— 


(a) the rategof Panchotra allowed to the village Headmen for 
the collection of the Land Revenue and the Abiana _ respee- 
tively ; 


(b) whether there is any difference between the rates ; if so, the 
reasons therefor ; 


(c) whether the Government intends to revise the present rates of 
the aforesaid Panchotras ; if not, the reasons therefor ? 


The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh : (a) Village Headmen are allowed 
5% on Land Revenue and 3% on Abiana respectively. 


(b) Yes. Abiana rates per acre are higher than Land Reveneu, 
therefore, collection charges are less. 


(c) No. The Lamberdar in the opinion of the Government gets 
enough for making collections. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Is it a fact that more difficulties are being 
experienced in the collection of land revenue than in water rates ? 


Minister : The question only relates to rates allowed to them. 


Sardar Bachan Singh : Are they paid according to the labour they 
put in or on some contract basis ? 


Minister : Payments are made to them under rules. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh : May I know. if under the changed conditions 
the Government is prepared to effect some change in these rules as has 
already been done in the case of other rules ? 


Minister: I do not think there is any necessity to do so. 
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Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish : For how long have these rules been in 
orce ? 


Minister: I think for many many years. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: Do I take it that these rules have been 
in force for 20 years or 30 years ? 5 


Minister: These rules are in force in the Punjab since 15th August, 
1947 in the united Punjab they were in force for a pretty long time. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: Does the hon. Chief Minister agree 
that the collection charges were very much less than they are now ? Under 
these circumstances is he contemplating an increase in the percentage ? 


Minister : I fail to understand how the collection charges have gone 
high. l 


OMNIBUS SERVICE IN URBAN AREAS. 


*1626. Dr. Sant Ram Seth: Will the hon. Minister for Education be 

pleased to state :— o 

the number of places (urban) covered by Omnibus Service in 

the State ; 

(b) the number of buses working in such places ; 

(c) the names of places covered by the Omnibus service with the 
date of their commencement in each case ; 

(d) the total number of motor engines imported together with 
their total cost ; 

(c) the total cost of these buses including the cost of their bodies ; 

(f) the total amount earned by the Punjab Government after the 
partition, together with the total expenses incurred in this 
connection ? | 


(a) 


The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh: (a) Jullundur & Amritsar ; 
(b) Jullundur...... 38 buses and Amritsar...... 30 buses ; 
(c) Jullundur. 


Date of 
Particulars of routes commencement. 

1. Basti Baba Khel and City Railway Station May, 1948. 

2. City Railway Station & Cantt. Railway Station May, 1948. 

3. City Secretariat and Sadar Bazar May, 1948. 

4. City Railway Station and D. A. V. College May, 1948. 

5. City Railway Station and Basti Guzan May, 1948. 

6. District Courts (Jullundur) & Kartarpur May, 1948. 

7. Adda Nakodar and Lambra November, 1948 
8. District courts (Jullundur & Adampur, November, 1948 
9. DAV. College and Sadar April, 1949, 
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10. District Courts (Jullundur) & Kapurthala June, 1949. 
11. District Courts (Jullundur) & Amritsar Via Kapurthala June, 1949. 
12. Adda Nakodar (Jullundur) & King Sabu January, 1950. 
13, Model Town (Jullundur) and Basti Sheikhan January, 1950. 
14. District Courts (Jullundur) & Phagwara January, 1950. 
AMRITSAR 
1. Chandiwind Gate to District Courts December, 1948. 
2. Hall Gate to Khalsa College December, 1948. 
3. Railway Station to Chheharta Mehta Bros. December, 1948. 
4. Railway station to Chheharta Town. December, 1948. 
5. Hall Gate to Verka January, 1949. 
6. Hall Gate to Jandiala February, 1949. 
7. Railway Station to Raja Sansi February, 1949: 
8. Hall Gate to Wagha Border March, 1949. 
9. Hall Gate to Chabbal April, 1949, 
10. Chatiwind Gate to Taran Taran ° April, 1949. 
11. Ram Bagh to Majitha December, 1°48 
(da) Jullundur...... Nil & Amritsar...... Nil. 
(e) Jullundur...Rs. 4, 51, 207/3/6 & Amritsar...Rs. 4, 30, 723/9/€. 
(f) Jullundur Amritsar. 
Revenue Rs. 12, 70, 299-10-0. Rs. 11, 18, 076-14-9. 
Expenditure, Rs. 10, 79, 995-1-0. Rs. 9, 72, 461-12-8. 


PRIMARY AND HIGH SCEHOO‘S 


*1657. Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the hon. Minister for Education 
be pleased to state the number of new Primary eri High Schools opened 
by the Government in the State after the partition ? 

The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh: (i) Hig}. Schools with Primary 
Departments pos A wien a ` 

(ii) Primary Schools..............00c0 06 2 an‘ one Nursery School. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: How is it that ke:ping in view the principle 
F compulsory education, the Government has opc:ied very few schools in the 
tate : 
Minister: Twenty-five more schools will be opened next year. 


Pandit Shri Rem Sharma: Do the Goverament not feel ashamed of 
having done little in this direction ? 


Mr. Speaker: Order, order. 


_ _ Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar: May I know how many schools are 
likely to be opened ? | 


- J Mr Speaker : This question does not arise. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: May I know whether the primary schools have 
been opened by the Government or by the District Boards or by the Municipal 
ommittees ? 
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Minister: I require notice. - 
Pandit Durga Chand Kiuushish: If the number of schools has been 
increased, may I know whether the provision of grant will be sufficient ? 
ape Minister: If the nur. er of schools has been increased, the Govern- 
ment will give them necessary grant. 

Pandit Shri Ram &ia::aa: May I know whether these sooni have 
been opened by the Govcrniient or by the local bodies as well ? 

Chief Minister: ii has been asked by some of my Friends why 
there has not been a sausfuccury progress in the primary education through 
the schools opened by tuc 3 vernment. I may inform them that such schools 
have been opened by the +..rict Boards and the Government only give them 
the necessary grant. . 
poan Sardar Bachan Singa: Is it not a fact that the number of schools 

that have been closed is n.ore than the number of Primary schools that have 
been opened ° 


Chief Minister: This is a wrong insinuation. 


’ 4 
pani US EERE, Mean 


COMPULSORY PRIMARY EDUCATION IN THE STATE. 
| *1685. Mehta Ranbir Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Education be 
| 


pleased to state the steps taken or proposed to be taken by the Govern 
ment to implement the resolution on Compulsory Primary Education for all 
children in the State passed unanimously by the Assembly during the Autumn 
Session 1949 ? 


| 
| 
| The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh: The Department is anxious to imple- 
ment the resolution on Compulsory Primary Education for all children in the 
| State passed unanimously by the Assembly in the Autumn Session, 1949. With - 
this end in view the Punjab Compulsory Primary Education Act, 1940 is being 
enforced. This will apply to girls as well as boys and will promote compulsory 
| primary education more vigorously than the Punjab Compulsory Primary 
í Education Act 1919 which has hitherto been in force. The amendments to the 
i Punjab Primary Compulusry Education Act, 1940, which are proposed to be 
brought up before the Assembly during this session, if passed, will help to 
improve the financial resources of the local bodies. Government is most anixous 
to spend 50% of its total budget on Primary Education in 1950-51. It is most 
' anixous to find all the money it can to assist local bodies by way of grants. The 
latter must also be put intoa position of improving their resources. , As a 
measure of policy Government will give greater assistance to those Local 
i Bodies which make an earnest endeavour to improve their own resources for 
education. 

According to the policy of Government all new schools must be of basic 
type ;25 such schools will be opened in 1950-51, and as more basic trained 
teachers become available larger number of schools will be opened in the 
. years to come. 

o Mehta Ranbir Singh: May I know how much expenditure will be 
involved in the opening of these schools ? 


Minister: The Government .propose to spend 50 percent or ever 
more if possible. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Isit not a fact that the number of trained 
teachers is not sufficient ; if so, what steps the Government propose to take 
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_ Minister: Basic training is being imparted to these teachers and 
this system will continue. Anyhow, Government will train as many teachers 
as it can. | 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Has the Government fixed any target date by 
which it will be able to complete this work or willit take unlimited period 
of 50 to 100 years ? 


Minister : A period of ten years has been fixed in the new Constitution 
to complete this work. - 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Isit not a fact that very little expenditure 
is being incurred on primary education: in cities such expanditure is more 
than in villages ? | saim 


UV Mr. Speaker: It is a question of opinion. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: How far are the provisions of Compulsory 
Primary Education Act being enforced in the State? Has the Govern- 
ment completed the scheme of basic education it wants to enforce ? 


Minister: Yes. . 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: What are the salient features of this 
scheme ? What time will it take to educate people under this system ? 


Minister : According to this system, the Government will specify an 
area where boys and girls will be imparted co-education in the same school. 
Government is making increased provision for the District Boards. It must 
be said that it goes to the credit of the President, District Board, Karnal 
that he has raised a subscription of four lakhs for imparting Basic education 
and if public support is forthcoming, we shall make it a success, 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know in what areas this compulsory 
education scheme is being tried now ? 


Minister : There are some places. 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know the names of such places ? 
Minister : [require notice. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know how much time will it take 
to introduce this scheme throughout the State ? 


Minister : It isan all India problem. The Advisory Board is devising a 
system of basic education. The Government will act according to the 
suggestions made by the Advisory Board. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know what will be the increase 
in the percentage of education to the people by the end of the year 1951 ? 
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Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: May I ask whether sufficient number 
of teachers, schools and other educational facilities would be available in 
areas where. the Government propose to try this compulsory training 
scheme ? 


Minister: The Government will see how many teachers are available 
and then decide about the opening of schools. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: Is this scheme being implemented 


from Government point of view, keeping in view the number of teachers etc., | 


available or from peoples’ point of view,» e.g, population and the number 
of schools needed for it ? 


Minister : Government’s point of view and the peoples’ point of view 
mean the same thing. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it not a fact that in order to promote 
compulsory education in villages, untrained teachers are not granted allowances 
while the pensioners are forced to do this work gratis ? 


Minister : J thank the hon. Member for his suggestion. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Is it because that the Constitution has conferred 
wide powers on the Government that it is indifferent to the interests of the 
pensioners ? 


Mr. Speaker : Next question please. 


een RI, i ai 


PROFESSORS 
*1686. Mehta Ranbir Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Education 


be pleased to state the steps taken or proposed to be taken by the Govern- $ 


ment to improve the lot of professors in (i) Government Colleges and (ii) 
Privately managed colleges ? | 


The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh: (i) Government Colleges. 


l At present there are three categories of lecturers in Government 
Colleges :— 


(1) Professors in P, E. S. Class I Rs. 350-40-750/40-950/50-1200 
(Gazetted) 


(2) Senior Lecturers in P. E. S. Class II Rs. 250-25-550/25-750 
(Gazetted) 


(3) Lecturers in S. E. S. Rs. 150-10-190/200-10-250/10-300/10-35 
(Non-gazetted). 


Before the partition there used to be three different grades for Non 
Gazetted lecturers viz. Rs. 230-10-270/10-300, Rs. 150-10-190/10-200 and 
Rs. 90-5-100/5-150, but with effect from 15-8-1947 all these three gradeş 
were merged into one time scale viz. 150-10-190/200-10-250/10-300/10-350. 


From the above it is clear that the lot of the professors in Government 
colleges is already very satisfactory and Government has at present n 


proposal to do anything further in the matter.. 
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{Minister for Education] 
(ii) Privately Managed Colleges. 


A committee to consider the question of amelioration of the conditions 
of the service of the professors in privately managed colleges has already 
been set up and its recommendations, when received, will be duly considered. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Is not the Government aware of the agitation 
which is being made by the teachers and owing to which the students are 
being put to a great disadvantage ? 


Minister : Agitations do not serve any useful purpose. However, a 
committee has been set up by the university to go into matter. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : Has the Government sanctioned some funds to 
implement the report that will be submitted by this committee ? 


Chief Minister : Government is not responsible for providing funds if 
private colleges are put to additional expenditure as a result of the implemen- 
tation of the report. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Is there any difference in education imparted in 
Government colleges and privately managed colleges. 


Chief Minister : Education has to be in accordance with university 
curriculum. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : Why should greater facilities be given to teachers 
and the students of Government colleges in comparison with those of the 
privately managed colleges ? 


Chief Minister : The responsibility for maintaining Government colleges 
lies on the Government, whereas the responsibility for running other colleges 
is on those who manage them. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Isit not a fact that public is forced to open 
colleges as Government cannot meet their needs ? 


Chief Minister: Government takes no responsibility for running 
colleges other than the Government colleges. To other colleges it gives a 
grant-in-aid of Rs. 3,00,000. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Wiat is the reason that Government does not 
feel the necessity of fixing minimum wages for the builders of the nation 
when it does so in the case of manual workers in privately owned factories ? 


Chief Minister: The teachers do not come in under the Factories Act. 
However a committee has been set up by the university representing the 
interests of teachers, private colleges and the Government to go into the 
question. 


Sardar Bachan Singh : When Government has no responsibility towards 
the privately managed colleges, may | take it that grant-in-aid is given to 
them merely as charity. 


Chief Minister: The words grant-in-aid mean that. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: When was this committee constituted and 
who are its members ? 


Chief Minister: It has two representatives of teachers, two representa- 
tives of Managing Committees, the Education Minister, the Chief Minister and 
origi the, ,Director of Public Instruction, as its members. 
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Mehta Ranbir Singh : Is it not a fact that colleges exist in urban areas 
d not in rural areas? , 


Ee eye SE eee 


VERNACULAR TEACHERS. 


* 1687. Mehta Ranbir Singh : Will the hon. Minister for Education be 

leased to state whether the Government has considered the demand put from 

‘ime to time by the Vernacular teachers serving in the State, ifso, the result 
thereof ? 


The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh: Yes. The demands put forth by the 
Union of the Government Classical and Vernacular Teachers from time to 
time have been considered and agreed to where it is possible to do so within 
the means of Government. The percentage of posts obtainable in various 
grades of this class of service is being raised frem 10%, 15% and 75% to 15%, 
35% and 50% inter-grade promotion from 1. 4. 1950 which would remove the 

‘sparity between English and Vernacular Teachers to great extent. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Is the hon. Minister aware that the foreign 
-overnment used to encourage English at the cost of Vernaculars and that 
uch a state of affairs should not be allowed to continue ? | 


Minister : The disparity between the English knowing and Vernacular 
knowing persons was due to the fact that the former were considered better 
qualified. 

Shri Prabodh Chandra: Does the Government intend giving the same 
importance to Vernaculars as was given to English ? 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: What are the demands of the vernacular 
and classical teachers which the Government has been considering sympathe- 
tically for a very long time ? 


Minister : The demands relate to their salaries and grades. 

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Has the Government accepted the principle 
ı raising their grades and salaries ? 

Minister : Steps are being taken to benefit them. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : Has the Government framed such a policy by 
virtue of which these teachers are to have improved status and salaries ? 


Minister: Their status is that of the ‘masters’ but they get a lower 
start in comparison with English teachers. 


Shri Bhim SenSacbar: What I ask is whether any new policy has 
been adopted by Government ; and if so, will it result in some promotions and 
better emoluments for these teachers ? 


Minister : They will get some facilities from April. 
‘Shri Prabodh Chandra: Isit not a fact that a deputation met the hon. 


Minister about 4 days ago and he promised that the classical and vernacular 
teachers will be given a minimum salary of Rs, 70 p.m. ? 


(12) 24 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY {21st March, 1950 


Minister : This was a proposal put before me and I said that it would 
be considered. | 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: You promised. 

Minister: You are telling a lie. 

Sardar Swaran Singh: Sir, the hon. Minister has used the word ‘lie.’ 
Is it parliamentary ? 
oy ae Speaker: It is not. 

Somehon. Members : It was only a side remark. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: Sir, can an unparliamentary side remark be 
made- 


w” Mr. Speaker : I did not hear. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Will the Government consider the question of 
paying the same salary to 5. V. teachers who have to undergo a course of 
3 years training as is paid to the J. A. V. teachers who put in two years for 
training after their Matriculation ? 


Minister; We shall certainly think aver this proposal. ” 


i grr 


UE ee es es 


SHORT NOTICE QUESTION AND ANSWER. 
DESHMUKH AWARD. 


* 2012. Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar : Will the hon. Chief Minister 
be pleased to state the estimated amount to be received by Punjab under the 
Deshmukh award in the current year ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: The Deshmukh award does not 
apply to the distribution for 1949-50. 


The amount estimated to be received by the Punjab under the Desh- 


mukh award during 1950-51 is Rs. 2,59,99,000/- asshown on page 6 of the 
abstract in the budget volume. 


Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar : May I know the method adopted by the 
Government in arriving at this estimate ? , 


Chief Minister : An estimate of the expected income is received from 
the Government of India and its 5.25 per cent is the share of this State, 


A NS CE TT 


TRANSACTION OF GOVERNMENT BUSINESS ON THURSDAY 23, 
MARCH AND THURSDAY 30th MARCH 1950. 


Chief Minister (The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava) : Sir, I move... 


That Rule 23 of the Punjab Legislative Assembly Rules be suspended 
and that Government business ‘be transacted on Thursday, '23rd 
March 1950, and Thursday, 30th March 1950, 


Sir, in commending this motion for the acceptance of the House, I beg 
to submit that the agenda before us is very heavy and some hon. Members 
have expressed a desire that the business of the House should be completed 
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” 


as early as possible. Thursday, the 23rd March has already heen allotted for 
Budget and my submission is that Thursday, the 30th March also may be 
utilised for transacting Government business, 


Mr. Speaker: Motion moved— 


That Rule 23 of the Punjab Legislative Assembly Rules be suspended 
and that Government business be transacted on Thursday, the 
23rd March 1950, and Thursday, 30th March 1950. 


Sardar Bachan Singh (Ludhiana Central, Sikh, Rural.) (Hindit) : Sir, the 
Government have on several occasions brought motions for suspension of the 
Rule requiring non-official business to be transacted on Thursday. During 
the course of the discussion on the Resolution of thanks moved after His 
Excellency the Governor’s address, it must have been noticed that there. is 
great discontentment in the public with regard to the present administration. 
There are many defects and short-comings in the administration and it is 
essential that private Members should have the right to point out these 
by moving resolutions. Already a number of Members have given notices 
of their intention to move Bills and Resolutions. The Select Committee to 
which Shrimati Sita Devi’s Bill was referred has submitted its report 
and there are notices for other Resolutions also. How much work 
is there before the House for transacting which the Government wishes 
to usurp non-official days ? The motions of the kind moved by the hon. 
Chief Minister are intended to suppress the ordinary rights of Members so 
that their Resolutions or Bills might not be passed. In this connection 
I wish to point out that this Assembly meets for not more than one month in a 
year. If Saturdays, Sundays and other holidays on which the Assembly does 
not meet are deducted, the number of meetings does not exceed twenty-five. 
In view of this, it would be befooling the House to say that the Government 
wishes to finish the business on the Agenda by taking over non-official days. 
It is our duty to sit for six months or even eight months in a year to transact 
the necessary business. The public has entrusted us with the performance 
of certain responsibilities and it is our duty to discharge them faithfully. If 
we do not raise our voice against the attempt made at depriving the hon. 
Members of their right of non-official business on Thursdays, we shall be failing 
in our duty. What will happen if the non-official days are not taken away ? 
The Government feels that on non-official days the Members would be able 
to voice the grievances of the public. One can speak about a few selected 
subjects only during the discusston on demands for grants. Difficulties of the 
public can be placed before the Government on non-official days only. If the 
motion moved by the hon. Chief Minister is carried Shrimati Sita Devi’s Bill 
will not be passed during the current Session with the result that the present 
Assembly may not be able to pass it at all. For these reasons I feel that 
the hon. Members must have the right to move their Bills and Resolutions 
on the days reserved for non-official business. I have come to know that my 
hon. Friend Chaudhri Sunder Singh has also given notice of a Bill and it 
has been got printed. Other hon. Members also have given notices of Bills 
and Resolutions. The Constitution has given usa very valuable right of 
moving Bills and Resolutions and I request the Government not to snatch 
away thisright. Ifthe present motion is carried, we will be deprived of this 
right. It would be a great injustice to the hon, Members and the general 
public. I, therefore, oppose this motion, 


_ Chaudhri Suraj Mal (Hansi, General, Rural) (Hindi): Sir, you 
being an old parliamentarian would perhaps remember that when the hon, Dr, 
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| [Ch. Suraj Mal] 


| Gopi Chand Bhargava used to be the Leader of the Opposition, he used to 

| strongly oppose any attempt made by the Government to deprive the Members 

of the non-official days. He used to say that by doing so the Government 

would be depriving the Members of their valuable right. (Some hon. Members : 

What used to be hon. Member’s views at that time ?) I am sorry that while wn 
at that time he used to voice the public opinion with great force and acted 
as a custodian of their rights, he wishes to take away the same right now. 
I request him to realise the feelings of the Opposition and the general public 
in this matter and not to deprive private Members of their right to move non- 
official Resolutions and Bills, which also contribute to the prosperity and 
well-being of the State. 


The hon. Chief Minister has not given any cogent reasons for suspend- 
ing this rule. This motion is, therefore, quite uncalled for. If the Govern- 
_ ment has got too much work, it can get the session extended by a day or two. 
. The Chief Minister has said that some Members have expressed the desire to voor 
_ finish the session earlier. But I am sure no hon. Member has conveyed such : 
- a desire in writing to him. It isa different thing if the Government cannot © 4 
face the criticism of the hon. Members and wants to send them home as early 
as possible. With these words, I oppose this motion. 


t 
Mehta Ranbir ‘Singh (Ludhiana and Ferozepore, General, Rural) | 
(Hindustani) : Sir, I shall add two more points to those already made out by 
my hon friends Chaudhri Suraj Mal and Sardar Bachan Singh When this 
session was called, the Government knew as to how much work it had : 
before it. We ccmplained that the time allowed for discussion on the 
Budget was inadequate. We also issued a statement in this connection. The | 
Assembly, therefore, met on the 6th March instead of meeting on the 15th 
March as was being proposed. If there had been any emergency, we would | 
not have opposed this motion realising our responsibility. But now all ofa 
sudden, it has been brought before the House without ascribing any reason for | 
so doing.” It is perhaps a whim of somebody. It isa commom talk in Simla | 
that things are done on the basis of astrology. 


Mr. Speaker: No reflection, please. 


| Mehta Ranbir Singh : I withdraw, Sir. I am not concerned if a persont 
in his private capacity, acts on the advice of an astrologer. 


: Mr. Speaker : I would again ask the hon. Member not to make any 
reflection. At the samejtime, all this is irrelevant to the -question before the 
House. 


| 
Mehta Ranbir Singh ; The way in which this motion has been suddenly i 
brought before the House creates doubts in our minds. We are led to think sba 
that the democratic system of Government is being reduced to a farce. To i 
bring such a motion without sufficient reasons is to suppress legitimate se 
opposition. There was a time., when our present hon. Chief Minister was the { 
Leader of Opposition and he fought for transacting the business according to 
rules. During those days, the hon. Members received daily allowance also. But 
row they get fixed allowance. The hon. Members who want to go home 
can do so. But those who want to work for the money that they receive 
| should not be denied the opportunity to do so. They feel that administration 
should be improved. | + 


Secondly, it is our experience that the Bills hurriedly passed by the 

House in the absence of proper Opposition have been very defective. Conse- 
quently, they had to be amended over and over again. I don’t know of any 
emergency for which the session should be finished earlier. I hope that the 


Leader of the House, without taking into consideration his votes, would 
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withdraw this motion as the non-official day should not be utilized for 
Government business. | 
I may here point out that two very important resolutions were passed 
in the previous sessions on the days meant for non-official business. One’ of 
the Resolutions was regarding the consolidation of land holdings; the other 
Chee: was regarding the registration of Vaids. Although the latter was withdrawn 
; on the assurance of the Chief Minister, yet it was followed shortly afterwards | 
j by a Bill on the subject. It is quite obvious that much good work was done ~ 
on days meant for non-official business in the past. Ifthe Government. 
cannot bring any useful measure before the House, it should at least not take 
from us the non-official day. I would therefore request the Leader of the 
House to withdraw this motion without bringing in any notions of prestige 
because it is against public interest. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Sir, three hon. .Members have opposed the 
motion now before the House. 


igi Dr. Sant Ram Seth: On a point of order, Sir. The demand that is to 
| be discussed to-day is very important. | 
UU “Mr. Speaker : It is for the hon. Members to consider that. 
An hon. Member: Question may now be put, Sir. 


Mr. Speaker : Question is——— 


That the question b2 now put. 
The motion was carried. 


Chief Minister (The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava) (Hindustani) : 
Sir, I am not surprised to see that some of the hon. Members have opposed 
this motion. Yet I must say that their reasons are without any. force. 
Mehta Ranbir Singh has said fhat much good work had been done on days 

| meant for non-official business in the past. I wish to remind the hon. 
Members that sometimes when it becomes unavoidably necessary to take 

| a non-official day for transacting official business it has been done. This 
step was only taken in the past when it became extremely necessary to do 
so. This time also the step has been taken because it has been felt that 
due to certain reasons it is necessary todoso. Ona non-official day usually 
up to ten Resolutions and Bills are ballotted under the rules. On the last 
| non-official day, however, there were only three Resolutions of which notices 
were given. This shows how much interest was evinced by those who criti- 

cise us for taking non-official days for official work. Whenever any notices tor 

private business arə received, the Government generally agrees to transact 

it. For Government business, the budget session is necessarily called once in 
e, a year. Now under the new Constitution the Governor shall call two sessions. 


yooo 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : That is obligatory. 


Chief Minister: I thank the hon. Member for that. I know that it is 
obligatory and I am putting this argument before the House. Sir, I. was 
saying that the sessions are called for transacting Government business. But 
still non-official business is given adequate time ; more so because under the 
. new Constitution two sessions are obligatory as I have already stated. But 

the interest that the critics take in public affairs has been amply proved by 
the fact that on the sixteenth, only three resolutions were ballotted out of which 
one has been passed. Anotheris under consideration of the House and the 
third could not be taken up on the sixteenth. I had a talk. with the movers 
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(Chief Minister] 


of the resolutions. To Seth Ganga Saran, in whose name stands the important 
:esolution of approaching the Government of India in the matter of compen- 
sation to be given to the refugees, I have promised two hours after 6--30 P.M. 
on some official day, if necessary. Similarly Shrimati Sita Devi will 
also have some time on a day reserved for official business Anyhow 
we wish to have full discussion on the Budget upto 3lst March. Government 
business should be transacted completely, and if we have to go beyond 31st 
March we will gladly do so. But some of the hon. Members have told me 
that they wished to go back to their districts in order to participate in 
Congress and Panchayat elections which are going to be held in the first week of 
April. We have, therefore, considered that the heavy official agenda that still 
awaits us should be disposed of by using non-official days. It was nota 
question of doing injustice to private Members. We wish to work. We 
desire that the Bills that are before the House should be fully discussed. 
Those who stand near the Scandal Point and talk that we don’t wish to work 
are not doing any service to the people. We have as a matter of fact, taken 
only two non-official days for official business. If the session is prolonged 
beyond 31st March, all Thursdays would be utilized for non-official business. I 
would appeal to the House that this resolution may be passed. 


Mr. Speaker: Question is— 


” That Rule 23 of the Punjab Legislative Assembly Rules be suspended 
and that Government Business be transacted on Thursday, the 23rd 
March 1950, and Thursday, the 30th March 1950. 


(Sardar Bachan Singh claimed a division) 


Mr. Speaker: Since in my opinion a division has been claimed un- 
necessarily, | would adopt the other method. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: I hope that this rule will not always be inter- 
preted like this. : 


Chicf Minister: To say that ‘“ the Speaker shall always interpret the 
rule like this” is unparliamentary inasmuch as it tantamounts to challenging 


the ruling of the Speaker. I suggest, Sir, that the hon. Member should be 
asked to withdraw these words. 


, 


- Mr. Speaker: When I find that a division has been claimed unnecess- 
arfly, it is up to me to follow the procedure laid down in the Rules. 

After ascertaining the voies of the House ly rcicee, Mr. Speaker said, 
“I think the Ayes have it.” This opinion was challenged and Division was 
claimed. Mr. Speaker after calling upon those members who supported the 
claim for Division declared that the Division was unnecessgrily claimed. 

The motion was declared carried. 

PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE. 


AMENDMENTS AND NEW RULES TO PUNJAB MOTOR VEHICLES RULES, 


Minister for Education ; (The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh): f lay on 
the table the Amendments effected in and the new rules added to the Punjab 
Motor Vehicle Rules, 1940. : 


uem daum Fearin memati 


Demands For Grants. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 


Minister For Rehabilitation (The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi): I 
move=«< 


That a sum not exceeding Rs. 2,15,51,100 be granted to the Governor 
to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year 
1950-51 in respect of Miscellancous. 
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Mr. Speaker : Demand moved— 


‘That a sum not exceeding Rs. 2,15,51,100 be granted to the Governor 
to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year 
A. 1950-51 in respect of Miscellaneous. 
If the policy of the Government underlying Rehabilitation is to be 
discussed, it would be better if the cut motion standing in the name of 
Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt is moved. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Sir, the demand before the House is *Mis- 
cellaneous ’ and under the rules there is nothing to preclude hon. Members from 
discussing other items in that demand and the discussion should not be limited 
to Rehabilitation only. 


Mr. Speaker: I can have no objection if that be the wish of the House. 
There are more than 20 items in this demand and if you want to discuss all 
of them it makes no difference to me, but as it has been decided between the 
parties that only the item of Rehabilitation will be discussed, I call upon 
Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt to move his cut motion. 


Sardar Bachan Singh : We were notfconsulted. 


Pandit ShriRam Sharma: According to the Rules when a particular 
Demand is moved it is open to the Members to discuss any or all the items 
underlying that demand— there may be 20 items or there .may be 100 items 
that does not matter. The discussion cannot be restricted to only one item. 


Mr. Speaker: I leave it to the House to consider whether they want to 
discuss Rehabilitation only or other items as well. As far as 1 am aware it 
was as a result of party arrangement that it was decided to discuss Rehabilita- 
tion only, 


Sardar Bachan Singh : Sir, the question of any arrangement having 
been arrived at does not arise. We must follow the procedure laid down in 
the Rules. 


Mr. Speaker: I have no objection. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: Sir, I submit that my cut motion should have 
preference as it is on the Demand as a whole and my intention is to discuss 
the policy of the Government underlying this Demand. Next comes the cut 
motion given notice of by Sardar Kabul Singh. 


Mr Speaker: Ifthe hon. Member were to look at the Budget, he* will 
find that under this Demand there are twenty or twenty-five items. There- 
fore, there cannot be one policy of the Government which can be discussed. 
In that case it would be very difficult to discuss all these points at a time. . 
For that reason, I would suggest, that the cut motion on Rehabilitation 


should be moved and then the hon. Memberscan discuss anything under the 
Demand. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Ona point of order, Sir. The attitude of 
the Chair on such occasions has always been to allow that cut motion to be 
moved first which covered the widest possible ground and was very compre- 
hensive so that hon. Members may be free to discuss any item upon which 
they want to lay stress. Now the Chair has made a departure from that 
ruling and has taken up the reverse attitude. It is permitting a cut motion 
to be moved which is of a limited nature and restricts the scope of discussion 
on the demand under consideration. Since I wish that no wrong precedents be 


set up in this House, I would request the Chair to revise its decision and allow 
the previous ruling to stand. 


Mr. Speaker: Even whena cut motion on an item ~ Rehabiliation in 
this case, has been moved you have aright to discuss the Demand as a whole. 
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Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Then it means that the hon. Members will 
have to restrict their discussion according to the wish of the hon. Speaker 
and it depends upon him to allow a cut motion of limited scope or of the 
widest scope. I think it is not befitting the dignity of the House or the Chair 
if such a ‘precedent is created. 


UMr. Speaker: If you do not want that rehabilitation should be discuss- 
ed, I can ask a cut motion on the Demand asa whole to be moved. In that 
case instead of discussing the question of rehabilitation the Demand as a 
whole would be discussed. Under this Demand there are about 25 item: 
and it is quite clear that there cannot be one policy which can be discussed. 
For example, if the Demand to be discussed is ‘Education’ then you can 
discuss the policy of the Government relating to education but under this 
Demand the scope of discussion would be very wide with the result that the 
special item ‘Rehabilitation’ would not be properly and thoroughly discussed. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Why not? Those hon. Members who want 
to discuss ‘rehabilitation’ can discuss it and others who want to say any- 
thing on any other item will also get a chance. 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt : Sir, if I had been given a chance to 
speak earlier all these objections would not have cropped up. Mine was the 
first cut motion that was handed over in the office and it should, therefore, 


receive priority. The objections raised on the floor of the House are not 
valid. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : Sir, in my view cut motion No. 9 would be 


the most appropriate as there are more than one policies covered by the 
Demand. 


(Mr. Speaker called apon Chaudhri Sunder Singh to move his motion but 
Chaudhri Sunder Singh was not in his seat. Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha was 
then called to move his cut motion.) 


Sardar Ajit Singh : -My cut motion which stands at No. 3 on the list, 
bears close relation to the Rehabilitation Demand. 


J Mri Speaker: You can discuss that also when you speak. 
Sardar Ajit Singh : Why should I not be allowed to move it first ? 


~| Mr. Speaker : Simply because it is not on the Demand asa whole but 
raises a special point only. 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: Sir, may I enquire from you as to what 
is the procedure ? 


v Mr. Speaker: According to the Rules, the procedure is that a cut 
motion on an item shall be taken up first but all along we were following the 
procedure of taking up a cut motion to the Demand as a whole and discuss- 
ing the policy of the Government in respect of that Demand ; for that 
reason I have decided to follow the same precedent. We should have a 
cut motion on the demand as a whole and then any hon. Member might say 
anything relating to that Demand. 


Sardar Ajit Singh : Sir, according to the decision of the party, to-day 
is reserved for the discussion of Rehabilitation Department. 


- Mr.Speaker: I wanted that to be discussed but I find that other 
Members do not agree. 


Sardar Jagjit Singh Mann: In view of the importance of the Demand, 
I propose that there should be a time limit on the speeches. 
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“Mr. Speaker: As alarge number of speakers are likely to take part in 
the debate I shall give 15 minutes to the mover and 10 minutes each 
to other Members participating in the debate. 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: Sir, these points are controverted 

everyday and I would suggest that a uniform policy may be followed in al] 

thor cases. We discussed the point even yesterday as to which cut motion should 
a be moved and today also the same thing has been discussed. The cut mo- 
tion of Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha, which you have allowed to be moved, 


says that the Demand be reduced by Rs. 1000/-, that I submit is 
ridiculous :— 


> (Mr. Speaker: That is a misprint. 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: Demand No. 33 is ‘Miscellaneous’ and 
it consists of so many contradictory items. If you see the budget you 
will find that under this miscellaneous demand various matters come. There 

saa cannot be one policy that can be discussed while discussing this cut motion. 
If this motion is moved it will appear absolutely ridiculous. I ask what is the 
. general policy underlying the Miscellaneous Demand ? 


Rehabilitation. 


Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha (Jullundur, General Rural) (Punjabi) : Sir, I 
move :— 


That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/-. 


Sir, I do not think, I can speak on all the items concerning this Demand 
within 15 minutes. I.would therefore, confine my remarks to the Relief and 
Rehabilitation Department. I would like to say afew words about those ` 
of my refugee brethren who have been reduced to proverty and misery on 
account of the partition of the Punjab. My hon. Friends know it full well 
that our refugee brethren who were living in peace and plenty before the 
partition are at present hard hit in this post-partitioned province—now 
the State of Punjab. Here I cannot do without saying this that only those 
refugees have succeeded in rehabilitating themselves who happened to be the 
relatives of the high officials of the Government in general and other officers: 
of the department in particular and who got their things done by greasing 
the palms of the officers of the department. Such persons were benefited to 
a great extent. There is yet another class of persons who have been benefited 
to a great extent. They are very clever people. They resorted to threats and 
intimidations. Sometimes so much pressure is brought to bear upon the 
officers by them that the officers are forced to act according to their instruc- 
tions. This type of people often resort.to different tactics. 


“= Corruption is prevalent in this department to such an extent that it is 
not possible to get any work done without greasing the palms of the officers. 
Those of our refugee brethren who cannot afford to pay bribes to the officers 
are really at a loss to know what to do. These poor refugees who have to travel 
long distances to reach Jullundur simply to follow their cases have to return to 
their villages disappointed. Sometimes they donot have any money even to © 
pay for their return journey. Uffter the circumstances it will not be 
incorrect to call this department a “ Golmal’’ department as no substantial 
work seems to have been done by it. It has been said that people are 

. quite satisfied with the present Ministry. Here I am reminded of a story. 
Once there lived a rich person who used to take a seer of milk regularly at 
bed time. He had engaged a servant who used to purchase one seer of milk 
for him daily. This servant instead of getting one seer at the rate of 
annas -/8/- used to get 3 paos of milk and add one pao of water and thus 
make a saving of annas -/2/-. Some gentleman came to know about: the 
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[Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha] 


mischief resorted to by the servant and informed his master accordingly. On 
hearing this the rich person engaged another servant to keep a watch over 
the old servant so that he may not get any chance to add any water to it. 
The new servant asked the old servant to pay him his share. They decided 
to purchase half a seer of milk and add half aseer of water to it. In this 
way they went on making money for sometime till their master came to know 
about it. He then appointed another servant to keep watch over the 
doings of the other two servants. This new servant also proved to be the 
chip of the same block. He joined hands with them in purchasing only one 
pao instead of one seer of milk and adding three paos of water to it. Their 
master was uncer the impression that the appointment of another servant 
would not enable the other two servants to add any water to his milk. 
These three servants also went on making some money till their master 
came to know about their mischief. This time, he thought it fit to engage 
another servant whom he thought to be very strict and honest. He also 
joined hands with the other servants in making whatever little money that 
could be possible in this bargain. He suggested to them to take equal share 
of annas -/2/- which in other words meant that milk was not to be purchased 
at all. The first three servants were at a loss to know as to how it could 
be possible to purchase any quantity of milk after distributing the full price 
of milk among four persons. The new servant who was very clever came to 
their rescue and suggested them a way out and they were successful in their 
very first attempt. Instead of purchasing any milk they got some cream and 
while their master was fast asleep they rubbed some of it on his moustaches. 
When he woke up in the morning he called his servants and asked them why 
he was not given any milk the previous night. The clever servant replied that 
he had already had his milk and that if he was not satisfied with his reply 
he could look into the mirror and see for himself whether or not he had 
taken any milk. 

Further, His Excellency the Governor has pointed out in the course of 
his Address that law and order prevails in our State and that corruption 
has already been eradicated. He has also pointed out that no complaints 
whatsoever are received by the Government to this effect. Perhaps he is 
unmindful of this fact that the complainants are being oppressed. It will 
not be out of place to mention here that even the peons who before the 
partition were pulling on well and were satisfied with a few annas when asked 
to do a certain thing cannot be satisfied these days even if they are paid 
Rs. 10/- to do a petty job. 


Sir, I have seen that in many: cases when any work is got done on 
contract basis by the Government, the contractors charge for 50 labourers 
while the work has actually been done by one man. Apart from this, I 
would bring it to the notice of the Government that the displaced persons 
are now in a miserable plight and anxiety is writ large on their faces. What- 
ever little money they had brought with them after the partition has been 
spent in giving bribes to officers in connection with the allotment of land. 
They are almost penniless and have been reduced to abject straits. Those people 
who behaved like gentlemen and dependę upon Government machinery for 
their rehabilitation have suffered and those who would not shirk from action 
and continued making complaints to the Financial Commissoner have 
succeeded in getting allotment of land in their favour. For example, R. B. 
Lala Gopal Das son of the late Lala Ram Saran Das, a well-known landlord 
of Lahore sometime back made an application to the Deputy Commissioner, 
Amritsar, for allotment of a house but in reply he was asked by the district 
authorities to show what right or interest he had in Amritsar. I wonder 
that a person of such a highstatus and position who owned palatial! 
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buildings in Lahore and whose annual budget used to be no less than the 
budget of any State should be asked to show what right or interest he had in a 
town in free India. He possessed many cars before the partition and some- 
time back when he applied for the supply of six gallons of. petrol for going 
to Kangra, his request Was dismissed on the ground that train service. was 
available up to Kangra. On being refused, he personally met the Regional 
Transport Authority and managed to geta permit for petrol. It is most 
deplorable that during this regime it is not possible to get any work done 
without greasing the palms of Government officers. The other noticeable 
feature which we find in our Legislative Assembly is that whenever discussion 
on any important item on the agenda is going on, the Minister iucharge is not. 
often seen in hisseat. Their absence is an obvious proof of the fact that they 
do not attach any importance to the discussion in the House. No action is 
even taken by the Government on the suggestions that are made by the 
Members in this House. To cap all, the whole machinery of the Government 
appears to be defective and the result is that a gentleman often suffers 
mtitely and the hooligans tindeniably prosper at others’ expense. . Let, there- 
fore, the Government recognise that if it does not eliminate this disquieting 
feature in its day to day administration, this unrest and mounting bitterness 
among the people will some day excite them to create disturbances in the 
State. It is, therefore, of paramount importance that the Government should © 
raise the standard of administration and assure the people of the best 
administration in the State so that the law-abiding citizen may have no cause 
to feel disgruntled. The Government should see that justice is administered 
to allin every department. It goes without saying that if the officers of 
the Government are in the habit of abusing their position and surrendering 
themselves to corrupt practices, the Ministry will also earn a bad name. I 
would, therefore, suggest to the Government that if the refugees’ demand 
for compensation cannot be accepted in full, it may be accepted to the extent 
which may be modestly reasonable so that they may see a ray of hope.in 
their gloomy future. Besides this, the Muslims who had deposited their 
money in the banks should be paid that amount, but I find that our Govern- 
ment is putting them off by saying that this matter is for the Central 
Government to decide, Similarly, those Muslims who had deposited security 
money in Cooperative Banks should be given their deposits. Sometime 
back a person came to me and asked me to help him by speaking 
to the hon. Minister but I frankly told him that the policy of heads of- 
departments wasin fact being worked in the State and the Ministers have 
little knowledge about it. 1 would request the Ministers that they should. | 
at least go through the debates of the Assembly and see what constructive 
suggestions have been made by the Members. I know that my hon. 
Friend Pandit Shri Ram Sharma takes keen interest in asking questions on 
the fidor of the House and subjects the Minister to a volley of supplement- 
ries, but it serves no useful purpose for him except that his name finds |. 
mention in newspapers. Į recollect that during the regime of Unionist 
Government when conduct of any Government officer formed the subject | 
matter of any question given notice of by any Member, the Government. used — 
to take prompt action against the officer concerned before the Government’ S 
reply to that question was read in the House. k 


S Mr. Speaker: May I know what the hon. Member is discussing ? i 


Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha : Sir, what I want to drive atis that the bon. 
Ministers do not care to read the Assembly debates. I do not like to take 
more time of the House and with these remarks I resume my seat, 
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Mr, Speaker: Demand under consideration, motion moved :— 


That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/-. 


(At thts stage. Mr. Speaker vacated the chair and it was occupied by 
Mr. Deputy Speaker.) 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt (Ex-member West Punjab Assembly 
representing North Eastern Towns, General Urban) (Hind?) : Sir, it is often 
suid that the Government is playing a joke with refugees and its proof is 
further visible in the fact that it has allotted onlv two hours for discussing 
Government policy regarding rehabilitation of refugees. Before this, three 
days used to be allotted for such a discussion but now the Government has 
made a departure from the previous practice and have allowed only two hours 
for this purpose. I think that no one can do justice to sucha vital subject 
within such a short time and to bring to the notice of the Government 
all complaints concerning the rehabilitation of refugees. I am, therefore, 
constrained to remark that the whole Budget discussion is farcical and 
ridiculous in these circumstances. Normally: speaking, the question of : 
rehabilitation can be divided into two parts, one urban rehabilitation, and 
the. other rural rehabilitation. About the urban rehabilitation, Government has 
itself admitted its failure to do what should or could have been done. It has 
realized that it is a complex problem as the cost of rehabilitation of lakhs 
of refugees is going to be immense and it cannot get money from the Indian 
Government. The Government has utterly failed to rehabilitate urban 
displaced persons and this it has admitted several times. The Government 
has been doing false propaganda that the rural rehabilitation has been 
completed. When the possession of land will be delivered to the allottees in 
the month of June, the work of rehabilitation of these persons will according 
to them be complete. His Excellency the Governor and the hon. Chief 
Minister have both remarked in their speeches that the work ef resettle- 
ment is within sight of finishing. But I honestly feel that rural rehabilita- 
tion is not yet in sight. Though allotment orders have been issued, but I 
can say without exaggeration that if such allotment of land continues in the 
State, itis bound to be a complete failure. I may warn the Government 
that if it is unable to settle this problem of rehabilitation, greatest injury will 

=- be done to the Congress and the Punjab will suffer a heavy loss. The 

4 P.M. Congress should, therefore, take early steps to rehabilitate these dis- 
| placed people as early as possible. Sir, I am strongly of the opinion 

that even the moral rehabilitation scheme is impracticable. Asa matter of fact 

it looks so strange that nobody bothers to undrestand and realize this fact. I warn 

this Government that as once remarked by ourresrected Prime Minister of the 

Indian Union, a revolution is inevitable if the tiller of the soil is not contén ted 

and satisfied. It is not the urbanite who brings about revolutions. It is alwavs 

the kisan who does it and I am in a position to say that if we don’t supply o> 

sufficient means of livelihood to him, no Dr. Gopi Chánd, Dr. Lehna Singh 

or for that matter any power can keep him under control. If any persons 

can befriend him, they are those who do not mean to cling to offices at 

all costs. At any rate, I have no doubt that the scheme of allotment which 

is at present being enforced in the Punjab is laying foundations of something 

cataclysmic which every one of us dreads. 


Sir, people who have been given land from two to five acres are to be 
ziven a taccavi loan of Rs 300 and who get five to fifteen acres will get a 
loan of Rs. 600. Those having more then fifteen acres are to get an additional 
oan. of Rs 600 for every ten acres. This isthe scheme of the taccavi loans. 
[say that a man who is given a taccayi loan of Rs 300 shall have to main- 
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tain at least two oxen. The inaintenance of one ox, at any rate, these days 


-© would cost nothing short of thirty rupees a month. This means that the. 
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owner of two oxen shall have to spend sixty rupees a month on their main- 
tenance. Now let us look at the income of the man who has to keep these 
oxen for sixty rupees a month. According to my computation the owner 
of one acre cannot earn more than Rs 100 if we keep the present rates of 
commodities in view and which have to go down under the policy of the 
Central Government. Sir, if a man earns Rs 100 and spends Rs 60 on oxen, 
I fail to understand how he would be able to maintain his family. When 
this is the condition of those possessing three to five acres, God knows 
what is going to happen to those who possess uneconomic holdings ranging 


_from two marlas to an acre and who are not entitled to any taccavi loans. 


I connot help saying that this uneconomic scheme of allotment is a cruel 
joke with the refugees. According to figure given by the Government itself 
about 80 . percent allottees are those who have been allotted small tracts of 


land. 


Sardar Ajit Singh : This figure is not correct. 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: Itis correct. The Government has 
itself said that 80 percent allottees are small holders. 


é 


Sardar Ajit Singh : I know more than you do. 


Chaudbri Krishna Gopal Dutt: Probably the Jhon. Member is aware 
of only those ‘who were big -lardlords in West Pakistan and have 
managed to get considerable areas here in this State as well. Anyhow, I 
have no mind to discuss them. But supposing for a moment that the 
figure is not correct, my agrument is not affected. Even if we consider the 
second category of men who are to get Rs 600 by way of taccavi loans we 
will find that they also cannot make their both ends meet. They will have to 
keep at least four oxen which means an expenditure of Rs 120 a month. 


Sir, I shall now discuss the manner of allotment of lands and houses. 
I find no planning and uniformity in the scheme. In is a village where existed 
about a hundred houses only twenty-five persons have been allotted land and 
where there were twenty-five houses one hundred persons have been allotted 
land at that place. I wonder why no survey could be undertaken before 
allotment was made to avoid this maladjustment. The pity is that this 
kind of allotment entails great injustice in some cases. Some people have 
fortunately been given houses by the allotment Committee whereas 
others will have to build their own and shall get loans for that purpose.. 
This injustice in the case of those who will have to suffer the burden of 
loans could have easily been avoided if a proper survey of lands and houses 
had been made and a haphazard allotment had not taken place. Another 
thing which the Government has done is this that the houses abandoned 
by the zamindars have been allotted to zamindars and those belonging to 
evacuee Kamins have been allotted to refugee Kamins. Similarly, the shop- 
keepers have been allotted houses abandoned by evacuze shopkeepers. 
Nothing, however, has been done for two important sections of the public. 
Has any thing been done for tenants or Harijans ? Their number is very 
large but no provision has been made for them. There is already a great 
deal of agitation among the tenants of the State and members of the Leftist 
Parties are working among them. It is really very sad that no houses have 
been allotted to lakhs of Harijans who have come here as displaced persons, 
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Ch. Krishna Gopal Dutt] ` 


` How ‘are they to spend their lives without any shelter ? While I am 
speaking about such an important subject, I am sorry to note that several 
` Members are talking with one another. It should be remembered that unless 
something is done immediately, the present condition may result in a 
revolution in the State. Some of my hon. Friends are laughing because they 
appear to be unconcerned with these things. They do not care whether some ue 
Sel have homes to livein ornot. I am sorry to note that even the 
Minister concerned is smiling. If the Members of the Government are 
not ina serious mood when such an important subject is under discussion, 


| I feel that either the Minister’ is not equal to the task perhaps or nobody is 


~ equal to task or the task is too great. I do not intend to make an attack on 
: the Ministry or any other hon. Member of this House. 


Sardar Ajit Singh: Ona point of order, Sir. The hon. Member has 
already spoken f.r more than ten minutes. = 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: Just look at the mentality of some 

_ of the hon. Members of this House who are not prepared to hear about the 

plight of displaced persons. My hon. Friend Sardar Ajit Singh says that 

the time of the House is being wasted ane that other members should be 
allowed to speak. 


` Sardar Ajit Singh : Ona point of personal explanation, Sir. 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt : No personal explanation. 


Sardar Ajit Singh: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the hon. Member has great 
sympathy for the displaced persons and is sincere in his views but eis 


“Chaudhri Krishna Go pal Dutt: I don’t give way. The hon. Member 
“can make his personal explanation in his own time. 


Sardar Ajit Singh: On a point of order, Sir. 


- Mr. Deputy Speaker: This is no point of order. 


a : 
| eS Sardar Ajit Singh: The hon. Member should not be given more time 
| “as: she 1 is not acquainted with the problem and is speaking at random. 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: When I point out the difficulties of 
tenants, my hon. Friend Sardar Ajit Singh feels perturbed because he is a 
representative of the landlords. He says that a person who has been a _ 
member of the Congress and has been studying agrarian politics the whole 
of his life is not acquainted with these matters and that the landlords know ‘ 
more about these. Nobody can contest the fact that thousands of persons 
are without shelter. They have been allotted no houses so far. Another 
: thing which cannot be denied by anybody is this that thousands of persons 
í have not been given loans for building houses. According to the notifica- 
tion by the Government only rich landlords will be able to get money for 
constructing houses by mortgaging their lands, How can those persons who 


3 have no lands obtain money ? Nobody helps these persons. Neither the ° 
l Government nor the society comes to there aid. Asa result of it they will : 


Then, Sir, if is said by the Government that the task of agricultural 
esettlement has been completed. . I wish to point out that the Government 


li - be landless and homeless. 
| 
| 
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has completely failed in this task. Nothing has been done about urban 
property. The hon, Chief Minister said in the course of his speech the 
other day that the Government proposed to give compensation. Several 
statements were issued and schemes were prepared. What has been dohe 
about the claims which we were asked to submit more than two years 

or back ? The Government has told us that the claims would be examined 
and compensation paid with respect to urban property, but where is the 
provision for it in the Budget? This is the most important point I put 
before the House. Ifthe Government really propose to give compensation, 
why has no provision been made in the Budget ? 


>> 


Shrimati Sita Devi (&x-Member West Punjab Assembly representing 

Lahore City, General, Women, Urban) (Mindi): Sir, out of all the q4estion 

which have been discussed in this House during the current Budget session, 

the one-which we are now discussing is the most important. Only those 

== persons can form an idea ofthe discontentment prevailing in the State on 

the subject of rehabilitation who are either themselves displaced persons 

or have worked amongst them. How can those who have comfortable houses 

fitted with electric heaters realise the lot of displaced persons ? Several 

schemes have been prepared on paper during the last three years and each 

of these excelled the previous ones but nothing practical has been done. Our 

Financial Commissioner and Director General are very efficient in preparing 

such schemes. A number of meetings have been held at Simla and Jullundur 

and lakhs of rupees have been spent as travelling allowance but the plight 

of displaced persons has not improved in any way. What has been 
_ the result of spending crores of rupees in this connection ? 


Firstly, I wish to refer to rural allotment. The hon. Ministér would 
say that it has been completed. I wish to point out that after two anda 
half years three lakhs of allotment chits were issued. Two lakh objections have 
been received with respect to these allotment orders. These relate to the 
fact that in the matter of allotment son has been separated from father 
brother from borther, widow from her relatives and the residents of the 
same place have been allotted lands which are hundreds of miles apart. 
Now it is being said that the land allotment is complete and no more 
applications would be received. But I would like to submit that for the 
refugees it is not yet over. They will now file appeals. They would continue 
to go from Office to Office and place to place ail their lives. At one time, 
‘they went to Simla and at another to Jullundur and now they are called upon 
‘to file appeals. {s this the allotment that has been done ? Anā the 
Government wants to increase the food production. I wonder how this can 
be done without settling the refugees permanently at their places. I had an 

a opportunity of working for two months as a member of the Advisory 
Board at Jullundur. I was engaged on the work of rehabilitation of widows. 
I found that not much had been done. 


Now I advert to the work of urban rehabilitation. The Government 
has offered to give mud huts to those people who left behind in Pakistan 
property worth lakhs of rupees. I don’t know what is the idea of the 
Government behind the construction of these huts? Are they meant 
for permanent residnce of the people or only for the time being. 
These aud huts heve no lighting or ventilation arrangements. 
Again, the reats of evacuee houses were at first reduced by 35 percent. 
But now they have again been enhanced. I wonder what this Government 
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is doing : Isit joking with the refugees? They have to undergo a lot of 
hardship to get ahouse. At first applications are made; then bribes are 
given to get a house allotted. Ifat all the refugees manage to get houses, 
they have to pay high rents. Only the other day, I was mobbed by women 
at Jullundur, who complained of enhanced rents. When we go down after D 
the session what would not the people say against us ? Will the Government 
make enquiries against those high Officers who managed to get low rents fixed 
for the houses occupied by them. I know this will not be done because 
the high-ups cannot be touched. There is scarcity of houses in the cities 
and whatever are available are in possession of local persons. When this fact 
is brought to the notice of the Government, it is said that necessary action 
will be taken. But after wards no action is taken. I know that the garden 
attached to a bungalow at Jullundur was allotted to a displaced person of 
Jhang District, and he paid even Rs. 400/- in advance- yet he has not been 
given possession of the garden. This demand of Rs 2 crores, I know, would 
be passed. Even if it were more than that, it would be passed. But I would | 
like to say that it is not going to be spent on the rehabilitation of refugees. : 
There are various Centres under the Department of Industries, such as 
vocational Training Centres, Work Centres etc. ; and there are other Centres 
under the Rehabilitation Department. If all these schemes are put under 
the charge of one Department, a lot of waste can be avoided. The scheme 
of vocational trating is only a farce ; it serves no useful purpose. The 
trainees do not learn anything in six months. I know of training Centres 
for women. They are trained in three crafts, namely, tailoring, spinning and 
embroidery. But in six mnonths they do not acquire proficiency even in a 
single craft. This thing can be verified from the two Homes, namely, Sew a 
Sadhan Ashram and Widow Home at Jullundur. The widows who have been 
supplied sewing machines do dot know how to use them. What is required 
is to form Cooperative societies of widows after proper training and then to 
supply them work.such as that of the military and their children should be 
educated at Government expense. But this is not being done although 
crores of rupees are being spent. Again, Sir, the spinning Centre,s are also 
a farce. They are opened only to provide jobs to certain persons. In 
Jullundur, I know lakhs of rupees are spent on the spinning centre yet thére 
has been no sale of the cloth produced at this centre. When I enquired 
about the cause, I was told that they had to pay high wages to the displaced 
persons. The fact, however, is that not more than 5 percent of the people in 
that centre are displaced women. 

Sir, another matter on which money is spent without any use is opening 
of such shops as the one at Jullundur onthe G. T. Road. If anyone happens 
to go there he will find beautiful specimens of cloth and other articles. My 
submission is that crores of rupees at the disposal of Rehabilitation Depart- - oc 
ment are not spent in a proper manner. I donot wish to take much of 
the time of the House. But I would like to lay emphasis on the point that 
constructive and solid work should be done so that the poor among the 
refugees may derive benefit from it. In this connection, it will not be out 
of place to mention that Victoria Diamond Jubilee Training Institute which 
was such a useful institute has not so far been enabled to function. A 
building was allotted at Jullundur for this purpose. But later on some 
influential person got it allotted to himself. If such is the state of affairs, in 
my opinion, the government cannot become a popular Government in spite of 
the fact that it may try to increase the amount of publicity in its favour and 
that it may ask a large number of newspapers to do propaganda for making 
it popular. The oniy way to win popularity and goodwill of the people at 
large is to tackle the problem of refugees to their satisfaction and to rehabi- 
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litate them speedily. Otherwise, I am afraid in spite of various Safety Acts 
and such other measures the masses will lose confidence in the Government 
and it will not be able to control the situation. The problem of refugees is 
full of dangerous potentialities. We should learn a lesson from our neighbour- 
ing countries like China. The Government cannot rule merely by the use 
of its physical force. It has to win the hearts of people. For this it should, 
in the first place, take its capital to the plains. If it does not do so the 
Government cannot have the support of the people. It may go to-day 
or tomorrow, 


Sardar Kartar Singh (Ex-member, West Punjab, Assembly represent- 
ing Lyallpur West, Sikh, Rural) (Punjabi) : Sir, before the House takes 
any decision on this Demand, I wish to say one or two things. The first 
thing which I wish to state is in connection with the allotment of lands 
to the displaced persons. As the House must be aware three lakh acres of 
muslim evacuee land is mortaged with the Hindus and Sikhs. This shou'd 
be redeemed. For the share that may become necessary to be given to such 
Hindus and Sikhs the government should devise other means. This land 
should be given to displaced persons. That is the only right thing to do 
If jt could not be done in the past due to one reason or the other, steps should 
now be taken todo so. | 


The second thing to which I wisb to draw the attention of the hon. 
Members is the condition of those persons who have come from the 
villages of West Punjab and who were not the owners of the land there but 
were owners of houses only. The rules which are going to be enforced now 
seem to make no provision with, regard to such persons. In my opinio): 
the:e tenants and the backward classes should be provided houses in the 
rural areas. At the time of temporary allotments these persons were given 
lands as well as houses. Now that no land is intended to be allotted to such 
persons I would appeal to this Government to see that they should have at 
least housing accommodation for their families. On this question the 
existing rules should be reconsidered and modified accordingly. | 


Another problem upon whose solution depends the maintenance of 
peace and security is the question of giving compensation to the refugees. 
In this connection, I will speak later on because the hon. Chief Minister 
has declared that discussion on this problem will take place on some otbe: 


day. . 


Another question is that of making laws concerning tenants. It would 
be better if such legislation is deferred for some months as at this stage such 
laws will create some complications in the matter of getting possessions of 
such land. So I would suggest that the question ef tenancy legislation should 
be taken up after the allotments are complete. 


An important matter without which no progress can be made is that 
of the permannt settlement of the rural displaced persons. Of course, the 
Government has done much by making the quasi permanent allotment of 
lands but this allotment cannot satisfy the kisans completely. These people 
have doubts in their minds about the permanent character of this allotment.. 
They fear lest they may have to change their lands at a later date. Soit 
is neccessary that steps should be taken to bestow ownership of such lands 
on the farmers. By doing so we can create confidence in the minds of such 
persons. Without such confidence, the farmers cannot put in their best 
jabour. About the Property Exchange the agreement between both the 
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Dominion Governments was arrived at and it will take about six months or 
a year to solve the problem. But on the part of the Government of India 
it is quite urgent to give complete ownership to the farmers. As far as 
Pakistan is concerned, it does not appear to be in a willing mood. But our 
Government should take immediate steps in this direction. It should be 
prepared to take the responsibility on its own shoulders. Necessary modifi- 
cations in the law may be made. The ownership of lands should be given 
to the people. As long as this is not done, the cultivators will not put their 
heart in their work and production will suffer. For the satisfaction of the dis- 


placed persons, I would appeal to the Government to pay proper attention to 
this matter. | 


Then, Sir, L may point out that adequate provision has not been made 
for helping the displaced persons. I do not blame the Government for this 
meagte amount because they have not been given any money by the Central 
Government for this purpose. But they should continue to make every 
endeavour to rehabilitate the displaced people as soon as possible and 
judiciously utilise the amount earmarked in the Budget so that whatever 
help is possible may be made available to them Government should not relax 
their efforts in this direction and should devise ways and means for the 
provision of more money to help them. 


Then I would like to draw the attention of the Government to another 
important matter and that is this. Operations for the consolidation of 
holdings of land are going to be carried out in our State on a large scale. 
We understand, rather it is being rumoured, that it is the intention of the 
Government to consolidate the lands of the zamindars who have already 
been living here. If this news has any foundation, then it does not find 
favour with me. I am rather of the opinion that the lands allotted to the 
refugees should be consolidated forthwith and the expenditure incurred in 
this connection should be borne by the Rehabilitation Department. I may 
point out that zamindars coming from the districts of Gujranwala, Sheikhv- 
pura, Sargodha, Multan, Montgomery etc., are accustomed to possess consoli- 
dated lands and it is common knowledge that they had fully developed their 
lands. Hence if the lands now allotted to them, are consolidated it. would 
create a sense of security in them and they will feel assured that they are 
the real masters of their Jands. Consequently they would put every ounce 
of their energy to step up production. I would, therefore, impress upon the 
Government the desirability of taking into hand the work of consolidation of 
their lands first. But so far as other zamindars are concerned, calculations 
should be made by the Government for the costs which they would be 
required to pay for the operations of consolidation of lands. This work 
should be accomplished at an early date so that they may take to intensive 
production of foodgrains with satisfaction. 


Now I come to the question of grant of loans to the zamindars, who 
used to get taccavi loans from the Government. Government have consider- 


` ably reduced the amount of that loan. My gravamen against the Government 


in this regard is, that whereas they have established a Rehabilitation Finance 
Corporation to finance the urban displaced persons, they have not made any 
adequate arrangements for advancing loans to the rural displaced persons 
for purposes of rehabilitating themselves. I understand refugee companies 
can receive loans to the tune of fifty thousand rupees and individual refugees 
can get several thousand rupees as loans but the zamindar’s taccavi loan 
ranges from 250/ to 2000 rupees. I know of certain Newspaper owners, who 
did not possess any press of their own in the West Punjab and always 


MISCELLANEOUS (12; 4I 


wrote against the Government are now very well off because they have been 
granted big loans to rehabilitate themselves. The invidious treatment 
that is being meted out to the zamindars should be done away with. I think 
eveii-handed justice should be administered to all in the matter of grant of 
loans to the refugees. One classof refugees should not receive preferential 
treatment over the other in this matter. Those zamindars who possess 250 
boy acres of land do not find any substantial help from this paltry sum of Rs. 250 
Pap granted to them asa taccavi loan. Iam of the opinion that arrangements 
should be made to advance them larger taccavi loans so that they could fully 
develop their lands. 


Now I come to another point. I want that now Government shonid 
make a departure from its policy of utilising lands left by the Muslim 
evacuees for one purpose or the other. For instance, land is being acquired 
by the Government for building new townships. I should cry halt to 
this policy. I, therefore suggest that in future any land belonging to Muslim 
evacuees should be distributed among the refugees and not utilised by the 
i Government themselves. 


Then, there is one more point which deserves the serious attention of 
the Government. Ordinarily, refugees are not given the same amount of 
representation on the Committees which are formed for the allotment of houses 
or grant of loans tothe refugees. Sometimes almost all the non-refugee 
members find a place in them’and the representatives of refugees who can feel 
for the displaced persons are left out. Some time back, they raised a hue and cry 
and as a result of this, here and there a refugee member was added to such 
committees. This does not serve the purpose unless the refugees get full 
representation in such committees because they and they alone can safeguard 
the interests of displaced persons and realise their difficulties. Previously, an 
argument was advanced that the refugees did not know certain matters and 
were not fully conversant with the tasks which these committees were required 
to perform. Now when the refugees have become fully acquainted with all 
matters of rehabilitation, I request that in future only refugee members 
should be asked to serve on these committees. Of course, there is no bar to 
the appointment of experts to such committees, if it is considered necessary 
to avail of their services in certain matters. I feel that only in this way 
these Committees can be a success, 


Then I would draw the attention of the Government toa news which 
has come in the newspapers. J am not aware how far that is correct. It has 
been stafed therein that the right of appeal by the blood relations of an 
allottee in regard to his lands. has been withdrawn by the Government. I 

2 request that so far rules and regulations which have been framed on the 

subject permit of appeals on all matters connected with the land. I feel 
that no departure should be made from them otherwise an injustice that has 
: peen done under this order would hecome permanent. I, therefore, request 


that the right of appeal should nut be taken away from the blood relations 
of an allottee about his land. + 


ya 


Yn the end, I would point cut that Government has not been paying 
‘he same amount of attention to the rehabilitation of urban refugees, as is being 
. tone in the case of rural refugees. I request that the urban rehabilitation 
work should be carried out by the officers concerned with greater vigour tha 
before, With these words I close my remarks, 
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Sardar Sajjan Singh (Patti, Sikh, Rural) (Punjabi): Mr. Speaker, the 
Department of Rehabilitation is no longer amenable to any rules or regulations. 
It would be no exaggeration if J say that this isa department which 
observes no law. During the last two and. a half years, many a scheme 
regarding the allotment of lands was prepared but none came to fruition 
and this is known to every body. Then this Department confers lots of 
favours on persons who are its favourites. I may point out that right 
from Deputy Commissioner down to the petty official of this department every 
one takes undue advantage of his powers and indulges in nepotism and 
tries to benefit his friends or relations by giving them a share of the 
Muslim evacuee property. This evil is rampant everywhere, whether it is 
Ludhana, Jullundur or Amritsar. It is possible that Simla may be immune 
from this infection. But it is a fact that nowhere any law is being observed 
with regard to this matter. I may therefore, sound a note of warning to 
the Government that it is bound to be liquidated any time, if it fails to 
observe the very laws framed by it. I am of the opinion that refugees 
and refugees alone are entitled to the use of evacuee property and none 
else. Besides, if the Government has a mind to rule the people, it should 
see that no body infringes rules and regulations framed by it. It should 
eschew indulging in favouritism which isa negation of democracy. It 
pains me to see that palatial bungalows where refugees could be given a 
shelter, have been allotted .to certain persons who have already been residing 
in India, and the rules concerning surrender of extra or unrequired accommo- 


dation for housing refugees, have been thrown to the winds. Then undue ~ 


favouritism or concession is shown in the matter of allotment of- houses to 
the refugees. The officers allot big houses to their refugee friends and 
charge rent much less than what it should be under the rules. I 
would, therefore, suggest to Government that if it wants to earn a good name 
for itself, then it should administer even-handed justice to one and all. It 
should also see that its officers no longer indulge in favouritism. Further I wish 
to point out that those Muslim landlords, who have not gone to Pakistan 
and are at present living in the districts of Karnal and Gurgaon, have 
already been evicted and Government have not taken any steps whatso- 
ever to resettle them on their own lands or by providing land to them at 
different places. May I know as to what steps the Government has taken 


to rehabilitate them ? 


I would like to say a few words about the way allotments of land 
are being made at present in our State. I am of the opinion that the 
system of allotment is wholly wrong and defective. Instances in this connection 
are not wanting. A widow who owned land in West Punjab is allotted 
land in the District of Ferozepur while land is allotted to her 
father-in-law in the district of Gurdaspur. Since they were living 
together, naturally it would have been in the fitness of things if both of 
them were allotted land at one and the same place or in cther words quite 
adjacent to one ancther. If the Government had done this, it would have 
been possible for both the allottees to look after their Jand more conveniently 
and in their better interests. As a matter of fact justice demanded that 
the widow should have been allotted land quite adjacent to her father- 
in-law’s land. In a certain case in village Panasar, District Amritsar, a 
temporary allottce having 22 acres of land was overflown simply because 
he was taken to be a big allottee. It was said about him that “ being a 
big allottee he has been overflown ” On the one hand, we find the Government 
view that he has been overflown because of being a big allottce, while on 
the other we find allottees in possession of as many as 75 acres who chonld have 
been overflown from the temporary allotment not being disturbed. Sir, you 
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will be surprised to hear that allottees in possession of 22 acres and 40 acres 
are said to have been overflown, while those in possession of 105 ac es 
have not been overflown, though the allotment in both the cases happens to 
be on temporary basis. 


Further, 1 wish to point out that the administration of the Rehabilitation 
Department is so defective that nothing is known about the claims which 
refugees submit from time to time. Instances in this connection are not 
wanting. Certain refugees who had submitted their claims have received one 
and the same reply from the Government which states that their 
“claims have been entered in other districts and are not traceable. ” 
May I know if the inability of tracing the claims is not the sufficient 
proof of inefficiency and failure of the department in the discharge of its 
duties? It will not be out of place to mention here that the concerned 
papers regarding these claims have duly been diarized in the particular 
registers, But in spite of all this, these claims are not traceable. I really 
fail to understand as to why these claims are not traceable. This is how our 
refugee brethren are put toa lot of inconvenience by the Department. 


Further the land belonging to those Muslim landlords who have gone 
to Pakistan and which used to be cultivated ¿by Hindu and Sikh tenants, 
has been allotted to the refugees from West Pakistan. Asa result of all 
this, these poor tenants have been deprived of their livelihood and they 
have been reduced to poverty and misery. Under the circumstances, I would 
request the Government to give them adejuate compensation so that they 
may be able to earn their livelihood. After all what have these poor people 
done. I really fail to understand as to why they should be ejected without 
any rhyme or reason. The pressing need of the hour is that the Government 
should come to their rescue at this critical hour. * 


So far as the allotment of houses is concerned, much favour has been 
shown by the Government without any rhyme or reason. I am really 
constrained to remark that favouritism is the order of the day in the 
Rehabilitation Department. Instances in this connection are not wanting. 
Even in my own Tehsil I brought to the notice of the Government as many 
as 531 such cases where irregulatities were committed and I succeeded in 
setting these cases right. In this connection, I would like to read out to you 
the letter which I received from the Director General, Rehabilitation. He 
writes to say :— 


“I assure you that the complaints which you bring to my notice are care- 
fully looked into. Vigilence you have maintained in Land Allotment 
work in Patu area, is really commendable. You have dene a grea 
service to displaced landholders” 


But in spite of all this I find that more and more irregularities are being 
committed by the Department. I am really constrained to remark that 
there is a person in our Tehsil who has made the Punjab Government in 
general and some hon. Ministers in particular dance to his tunes. He 
encourages people to putin as many claims as they like. He even goes to 
the extent of telling them that he could submit as many claims as he liked 
according to his own sweet will. 


Sardar Ajit Singh : Is the hon. Member referring to Shri Orara ? 


Sardar Sajjan Siogh: There is yet another instance which I would 
like to bring to the notice of the Government and that is this. Sardar Chanan 
Singh Orara has submitted a claim af 218 acres. In reply to an unstarred 
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question No. 395 it was said that Government had received the record of 72 
acres only. There are other instances too where gross irregularities have beer 
committed and where the people have putin wrong claims without caring 
to respect the law of the land. Under the circumstances, I would 
request the Government to prosecute such persons in Court of Law who 
have made wrong and exaggerated claims to the Government in respect of de 
their land held in West Pakistan. As a matter of fact, severe punishment po 
5 P M. should be awarded to the defaulters. One Jagtar Singh, Patwari of vill- 
age Sur Singh, did not get his pay from 17th July to 28th February, 1949. 
When I gave a notice of question on this subject, the Government then took 
acton in this behalf. This is how the administration is being carried on by the 
| present Government. Similarly one Pandit Gokul Chand of village Pallu Tehsi! 
Ajnala was suspended in October 1948 and then got himself reemployed in the 
Rehabilitation Department, Jullundur but he also did not get his pay until 30th 
November 1949. (Voices. He was under suspension). I would ask why the 
Government exacted work from him without giving him salary when he was 
already under suspension. 


- Sardar Jagjit Singh Mann: ( Jullundur Division, Landholders) Mr. 
Speaker, whenever I make any reference to the refugees or rehabilitation, 
my mind goes back to the days prior to the partition of the country when we 
people were living in peace and prosperity and were men of means and status 
and had considerable amount of influence in official and non-official circles. 
Now Sir, after the 15th of August, 1947, when we crossed the border we 
entered this country as strangers, although our motherland, having lost every- 
thing behind and now we are named as refugees. Sometimes I wonder whether 
I am living in the world of dreams or realities. Then I shake off myself 
' and find that I am living in the world of realities. In fact we are having 
that ‘inqalab’ for which we were yearning. 


io See ease Bie ag 


Sardar Shiv Saran Singh: You also yearned for ingalab ? 


| Sardar Jagjit Singh Mann: That ingalab for which we were shouting in 

| every public meeting not once but twice, once in the beginning and once in 

the end, that ingalab for which our children shouted in the streets, is now 

an accomplished fact. Amidst our miseries and tribulations, there is, 

however, one silver lining and that is that we have brought in our trail, 
freedom—-freedom for which we were struggling so hard. I think, Sir, it is my 

duty to express my sense of gratitude to those persons who gave us help 

and succour when we came over to this side and my beart goes out to the 
Rehabilitation Department, the Department which is being piloted by Mr. P.N. 

Thapar, Financial Commissioner. Sir, he is one of us, being arefugee. I may sa 
say, Sir, that by his wisdom, statesmanship and hard work, he has very 
successfully steered the Rehabilitation Department. I must thank him E 
because he has got a warm corner in his heart for us refugees. I also 

thank Sardar Tarlok Singh for the hêfd labour he has done to rehabilitate 

us. Sir, we have passed the first phase of rehabilitation. So far as the rural 
rehabilitation is concerned, it is almost complete. Now the second phase is 

about to start and this is about urban resettlement. I would request the 
Government that they should take that matter in hand speedily and try " 
to finish the work as soon as possible. They should not allot houses and 

property to anybody except those who have left such property and houses g 
behind in Pakistan.. It is most unfair to those unfortunate people that 

whatever small property has been left by the Muslim evacuees here is being 
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given to Government officials either for residential accomodation or for office 
purposes. Assoon as quasi permanent allotment is complete, we will have 
to stay where our lands are allotted. To look after them it is very essential 
that we should have houses there. l 


Another point to which I would like to make a reference is with regard 
to rents that are being collected by the Government for the property left by 
Muslims. I would urge upon the Government to distribute that money 
among those displaced persons who have left property in Pakistan. It should 
be done as speedily as possible before it is too late. In this connection I am 
reminded of the story of the well known poet Firdausi. He wrote his 
“Shahnama’’ in the praise of Sultan Mahmud Ghaznavi. The Sultan was 
very much pleased and asked Firdausi what he wanted as his reward. Firdausi 
demanded one gold coin for every verse but the king declined to give that 
much. The poet went away disappointed and began to write ‘‘Hijav’’ in 
wnich he decried the Sultan. The Suitan hearing this sent the amount 
required by the poet but as the Sultan’s messengers entered into the city 
where Firdausi lived, his dead body was being carried through the same gate 
to g aveyard. What I mean to illustrate is that something should be done 
before it is too late, and the unfortunate displaced persons may not share 
the fate of that poet. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: So you want to become Firdausi and the 
Minister Sultan Mahmud Ghaznavi. 


Sardar Jagjit Singh Mann: There is another matter which I want to 
hring to the notice of the Government. There are a number of civil cases 
which were pending before the civil courts in the West Punjab before parti- 
tion. I wonder if Government has taken any steps in regard to those cases 
The litigants who have come over here are experiencing great difficulties on 
that score. It is not possible for them to go to the courts in West Punjab 
to pursue those cases and I suggest that therelevant records should be taken 
from the Pakistan Government and brought here so that those cases can be 
pursued further. 


Minister for Rehabilitation: Is the hon. Mémber referring to 
cases between Muslims and non-Muslims or those between non-Muslims 
themselves ? aa 


“o 


_ Sardar Ja:jit Singh Mann : I am referring to cases between non-Muslims 
themselves. e rd 


The other point to which I would invite the attention of the Government 
is in regard to court deposits. There are a number of cases where our 
displaced brethren have left ccurt deposits in the West Puniab.* The Pakistan 
Government as is clear from its atticude in all such matters are not going to 
give a single pie to us in spite of the best efforts of the Government of , 
India. I think it is the duty of our Govenmernt to pay those deposits to- 
the persons concerned and if that be not possible at least to distribute among 
them those deposits that have been left by the Muslim evacuees in the courts 


-of our province. As my time is up, with these few remarks, I resume 


my seat. 


Sardar Ajit Singh (Ex-Member West Punjab Assembly representing 
South-west Punjab, Sikh, Rural) (#unjab:): Sir, before I place my own 
impressions about the rehabilitation work, I may say a few words about some 
remarks made by my hon. Friend Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt. There is 
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‘Sardar Ajit Singh] 
no doubt that he is a prominent refugee and hasa large heart for othe: 
refugees. But today I find a considerable change in him. So far, he had beer, 


a representative ` only of the urbanites but today he has shed some crocodiiz 
tears. even for us ruralities. 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt : I am a Mohyal agriculturist and a Dutt. 
I am a Chaudhri while my hon. Friend is a mere Sardar. 


Sardar Ajit Singh: My hon. Friend was pleased to say that people with 
two acres of land formed 80 per cent of the allottees. 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: I never said that. I said that people have 
ing small tracts of land formed 80 per cent of the total number of allottees. 


Sardar Ajit Singh: He went on to say that tenants and Harijans were 
not being provided with houses. I may inform him that Government has 
decided to establish House Allotment Committees in the villages and that 
the Harijans and the tenants will be represented on them. 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: They have not been given even a 
single house. 


Sardar Ajit Singh: When they have got their representatives in the 
Committees, I do not follow how they will not get  hoases. 
Sir, now I shall give my own impressions. In spite of the great difficulties 
and obstacles in the way of the government, it has done wonderful work in 
the field of rural rehabilitation. As a matter of fact I have not got words 
to adequately praise it. There have been three or four phases of this work. 
The first was the determination of holdings. Despite the fact that complete 
records could not be had from Pakistan, Government did everything in its 
power to solve the problem. Of course, some cases to which reference has 
been made by my hon. Friend Sardar Jagjit Singh Mann were disputed cases 
or land rights cases and are still pending. I would request the hon. Minister- 
in-charge to take immediate action on them to remove unrest among the 
people who are apprehensive that no land might be allotted to them at all. 
[t would certainly be better if another officer is appointed to help do the 
needful. 


The second phase was that of allocations and allotment. Allocations 
of districts and villages was so sagaciously made that it is no exaggeration 
to say that the Government achieved 99 per cent success in this work. The 
House will recall that at the time of the first permanent allotment, some 
influential persons through bribe and other uncalled-for practices managed to 
get lands at places where they were not entitled to get. The Government in a 
period of about three or four months invited applications from the aggrieved 
parties and did everything to give them justice. 


The third phase was the allotment of Khasra numbers. The Govern- 
ment desired creation of individual holdings in accordance with the scheme 


‘which was evolved during the time of my hon. Friend Sardar Partap Singh 


But unfortunately no appreciable success has been achieved in this direction. 
There were two reasons for this. One was the classification of lands and. the 
other was the classification of the soil. In the old Jama-bandi there were 


- five or six kinds of lands and soil but in the allotment of Khasra numbers 
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only two or three kinds were to be recognized and this principle has entailed 
great hardship in getting proper share of Khasra numbers. Consequently, great 
unrest is prevelant among the people, 


The Government promised the people at many stages that they would 
make equitable d stribution of land. I have been telling the Government 
from the outset that the allotment could not be made on the basis of Khasra 
numbers. It is a well known fact that no idea can be formed about land 
without seeing it. There is a common saying that. 


fam 2 ANTS ua Hd ANTS 
i far g Wala at at gala 


Though the time at the disposal of the Government was short, it did its best 
under the circumstances. The Government told the people that it would 
take account of the classification of land at the time of allotment. After 
grading, the chahi land had to be treated Barani, the Baraniland as Banjarand 
so on. On account of these variations the. correct classification of land was not 

~~ placed before the Resettlment Officers and they could not make allotment on 
right basis. This has resulted in great unrest among the public. 


Ninety percent of allottees are however, satisfied. Now the question ' 
of individual holdings arises. I shall request the Government to pay proper 
fttention to this important matter.. The Government should be prepared to: 
do justice to those who have suffered in this respect. I learn that it has. 
decided to make changes only in those cases where not less than half the 
allottees of a certain place, whose land is not less than seventy-five percent 
of the total land allotted at that particular place; make a request in that 
behalf. If this information is correct, I express strong opposition to this: 
decision. When the Government decided to make khasrawise allotment, it 
intended and promised to do justice to the people. If the Government has. 
decided to make correction only in those cases, where at least half the allottees: 
of a certain arca apply for it, how shall it be possible for a few persons who 
have been alotted inferior land, to get their grievances redressed ? Unless 
the allotment is made after examining the land at the spot; it can not be 
done properly. The Government should make a declaration that it would 
do justice to every person who had not been allotted proper Khasara 
Number. 


Then, Sir, I wish to say a few words about the advance of taccavi 
loans. There has been no complaint about the advance of taccavi loans 
and the new scheme adopted by the Government has been highly appreciated. 
Formerly, these loans were given in cash with the result that in several cases 
these were not used for purchasing oxen or for construction of houses, for 

a. which purposes these were advanced. The system of granting taccavi loans 
in kind will prove very useful. In spite of the efforts made by the Govern- 
ment, there are abc ut twelve or thirteen lakh acres of land, which cannot be 
cultivated with ordinary ploughs. I learn with regret that the scheme of 
purchasing tractors, which the Government proposed to undertake has been 
given up. Ifit has been done at the instance of the central Government: 
it shows their incompetence and ignorance 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: (Southern Towns, General, Urban) (Hindi) : 
Mr. Speaker, I shall refer to oniy one or two matters in the short time at my 
cisposal. One thing which I wish to point out is that the policy which the 
Gevernment at first adopted was the right policy. It was in accordance with 
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{Pandit Shri Ram Sharma] 


the policy of the Congress and the teachings of Mahatama Gandhi. Iam 
sorry that afterwards that policy was completely abandoned. At first every 
displaced family who either owned land or were tenants, were allotted ten acres 
each. Later on, this system was given up and land-lordism which is fast 
disappearing from all countries of the world and other States in India was 
again brought into being. This was an occasion when ‘he Government 
could do away with the inequitable distribution of land. Revolurnons had 
to take place in other countries to achieve this purpose. If the policy first 
adopted had been carried on, the disinction between big and small land 
owner could have been abolished. The Government, however, did not avail 
of this opportunity and reverted to the out-of-date system. In this connection, 
I wish to quote some figures. There are about thirty lakh acres of and under 
cultivation in this State. Another ten lakh acres are not undero ultivation 
at presènt, but if proper effort is made these can be brought under cultivation 
This land was at first allotted to four lakh families on the basis of ten acres 
per family. This decision had resulted in removal of all distinction between: big 
landlord and small landlord. The policy adopted later at the time of making 
quasi-permanent allotment intended to reestablish the old system. The area of 
land available in this state was much smaller as compared with that abandoned 
in Pakistan. The figures I am going to quote w ll show the manner in which 
allotment has now been made. If ten acres of land had been given to each 
family, four lakh families could be provided and all land-holders would have 
been made equal. As a result of present allotment, about fifty persons have 
got about 296.5 acres each as against 2,34,707 persons who have been allotted 
15 acres on the average. In these days of socialism, when there was an 
opportunity of bringing people to the same level, the Government reverted to 


the old system which is crumbling down everywhere else. 


We see that more than 24 lakhs of persons have been allotted 1°5 acres 
per head on an average. How is it possible for the people to do any culti- 
vation on so small a holding as that and how would the Government’s scheme 
of growing more food at all succeed? The Karachi resolution of the Congress is 
also being ignored. For the last three years, there has ‘been a Congress Govern- 
medt in our State and we know what has been done by it to redeem the 
pas: pledges and promises. Fifty persons have been allotted on an average 
290.5 acres each. Now what would these people do with that land? 65 persons 
have been allotted 210 acres each on an average and 200 persons have been 
given 156 acres each on an average. 442 persons have got 102 acres each 
on an average while as many as 75248 persons have been allotted only 4.7 
acres each on an average. In U. P., Bihar and other states, efforts are being 
made to give proprietary rights over land to those tenants who have been 
working as such for ages and ages. 


Sardar Jagjit Singh Mann: We are prepared to give up our claim on land 
if we are given compensation. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: If it were in my power I would not let anybody 
live better than an average man. In repect of land as well as industrv, no 
one should possess more than an average person. The other day our hon. Prime 
Minister Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru said that the greatest problem of Asia 
was the problem of land. Our State Government is now committing errors 
which have been the cause of downfall of the Chinese Nationalist Government. 
It was due to those mistakes that the people in that country threw out the 
reactionary Government and introduced a new system of government. In 
U. P. and Bihar, the Congress Governments are abolishing land-lordism. But 
here our Gov.ernment is still clinging to it. Is it not sad that fifty persons have 
been allotted 296 acres each while 234707 have got only 1°5 acres each on 
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an average. People in our country die of two maladies, namely, over-eating 
and starving. l 


Sardar Jagjit Singh Mann: The hon. Member is himself wearing two coats. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: I object to too much disparity. We should get 
inspiration on every occasion from the Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi. 
Although he is no more, yet his newspaper, Harijan, is still guiding us. It 
is now being edited by a follower of Mahatma Gandhi, Mr. Mashruwala. I 
would like to read out his views on the subject of land allotment in our State. 


He writes :— 


Perhaps the reason for allotting very large areas toa few is that they had lost equaliy 
or even larger holdings in the West Punjab. But if the policy of status quo is stressed, no 
reforms can be achieved. Land must primarily be held by the person who can cultivate it 
himself and so a family shouid hold no more land than it could personally cultivate. They 
can anid should be encouraged to form coop:rative societies or partnership holdings and thus 
create large consolidated holdings, But cultivation through labourers and tenants must not 
be encouraged. They shouid be eompensated, if necessary and possible, in some manner 
other than land lordism for their greater losses. A; a matter of fact, a great exodus like a 
great revolution is recommencing life on a clean slate. Nor shoulda holding allotted be so 
small as to be unecotiomic: An acre anda half is, I believe, not considered by any ene 
as economic, not even perhaps 4°7 acres, the figure above it. It is better that people are 
enconraged to take to other means of livelihood than cultivate uneconomically except again 
jointly with others and along with other subsidiary occupations . 


What I mean, Sir, is that the Congress and Mahatma Gandhi would have 
liked to have things done in that way. Our Government got an opportunity 
in the form of exodus of people, but it could not rise to the occasion. 


Now I want to say a few words regarding those tenants, who tilled the 
land cf big Muslim zamidars. Even in my district, there are a few small villages 


` where such tenants have been tilling the land since the time of the Mutiny. These 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 


people are now being ejected for no fault of theirs. In other states, the 
tenants are being made proprietors of the land they till, while here their 
condition is becoming worse than before. The land which they have been tilling 
is being snatched from them and they don’t know what to doin the circum- 
stances. They cannot find work even in factories. If they could find work they 
would work. I wrote in this connection to the hon Minister but in vain. Then 
I wrote to the Head of the Department, who gave a sympathetic reply at least. 
If these poor tenants are ejected from land, they shall have no other means 
of earning their livelihood. The result would be that those thousands of 
hungry people will become a menace for the Government itself 


Thirdly, I want to say something in regard to those Musiims who, out of 
courage of conviction, did not migrate ‘from this country but shifted to other 
parts of it. They are now, coming back to their homes. They 
are being given the same treatment in the services in our tate which is being 
given to the minorities in Pakistan. l 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushisb: On a point of order, Sir. The hon 
Member is casting aspersions on the administration and it might have 
serious international repercussions. I suggest that the hon. Member should 
withdraw these words and they should also be deleted from the prcceedings. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: It is no point of order. I want to submit that 
ours 18 a secular State and if anybody acts with a communal view, he acts 
against the ideal of the State. 


TO Sir, I regret to say that we do not follow the principles which we preach. 
-or instance, I brought it to the notice of the officers that we should accord 
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a sympathetic treatment to those Muslims who in spite of the fact that their 
number is small wished to stay in India, and did not want to go to Pakistan. | 
We should appreciate their spirit ; otherwise we should once for all remove i 
the cloak of secularism frcm our faces. In my district, Jat Muslims of Chandal l 
village are still living in their village. I asked a short notice question also 

about this matter. They are living in their village. But look at the injustice he 
which our officers have done to them. Their lands have been allotted to dis- _ > Ta 
placed persons, although these Muslims never left their village even for a minute. 
Their forefathers died during the riots but these persons never left their homes. 
A similar instance can be given of village Hartari in Karnal district. The lands 
and houses of these Muslim Gujars have been taken possession of by some ! 
people. From the Patwari upwards to the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation tbis i 
matter has been pursued, but to no effect. In this matter I wish the 
Government to be more careful and just. With these observations on three 
important points, I resume my seat. 


Chaudhri Kartar Singh (Hoshiarpur West, General, rural) (Punjabi): Sir, I +- 
regret to note what Pandit Shri Ram Sharma has remarked abo ut the 5 
Muslims of a village in Rohtak. His criticism of the Government is quite 

| 


| [Pandit Shri Ram Sharma]. 
| 
| 
| 


| unjustified. In this connection. I wish to draw his attention to the agreement 

that was arrived at between both the Deminion Governments. It was decided 

| that the non-Muslims of West Punjab, Frontier Province and Sind would shift ‘| 
to India and Muslim residents of East Punjab, Pepsu and certain other States ) 
would go to Pakistan. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Ona point of order, Sir. Can the agreements 
arrived at between two Dominions be discussed here? 


| 

Ckaudhbri Kartar Singh: I am only refering to certain facts and my con- 
tention is that the land that has been vacated by Muslims of East Punjab | 
belongs by right to the displaced persons who have come from West Pakistan. | 
| The displaced rersons should be allotted such lands and they should be given | 
: compensation for their losses. The principle of compensaticn was advocated | 
by Mahatma Gandhi. It has been agreed to by Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru : 
and Sardar Patel. It is the right of the kisans to have full compensation and | 
they can go to the courts of law for enforcement of this right. The scheme of 
graded cuts has been applied by Punjab Government after consultation and 
with the approval of the Central Government. No other way could be found 
to solve the problems of Rehabilitation. The poor kisans have been applied 
a lesser cut while the big kisans have to bear the burden of cuts up to even 
; 95 per cent. Those who say that no compensation should be given to the 
| zamindars are in fact trying to snatch their lands in the name of Congress ‘4 
and Mahatma Gandhi. This appears to be quite unfair. Of course, I admit 
tenants have to be given alvng. We have to make provision for them. But ~ 
we should also realize the difficulties of the Government. No State which is | 
surrounded on all sides with difficulties and vex'ng problems can become 
Russia, America or Canada overnight. It takes some time to make progress 
and advancement. Some of the hon. Members are over-zealous. They begin 
to criticise the administration and the services. I admit that there may be 
some short comings in the administration. But I cannot help appreciating 
| the way in which it has handled the delicate problems that faced our State 
sometime back. Had it not been for the services wè could not have run 
the administration for three days. It goes to the credit of the services that 
even during the difficult times after partition there was no collapse and law 
and order was maintained in spite of severe shocks. I am pained to hear 
Pardit Shri Ram Sharma criticizirg the services. As a matter of fact the 
services tried to do whatever they could under the circumstances prevailing 
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inthe State. The farmers congratulate the Government for the ability 
with which it handled the problems of the State. But they expect that the 
Government will give them the rights which are their due. Zamindars should 
be given ownership of the lands that have been allotted to them. They wish 
to become owners. They cannot go on paying land revenue to the State 
from the loans they are getting. With these words, I resume my seat. 


Chaudhri Matu Ram: Sir, I had no desire to,interrupt but the fact that 
for the last so many days no time has been given to me in spite of, the fact that 
I have been standing so often in my seat, has compelled me to rise up. 


Minister for Rehabilitation: Sir, he can have five minutes out of my time. 


Chaudhri Matu Ram: Sir, as a protest I do not want to speak at all. 
What can I do in five minutes? It is sheer injustice that the hon. Speaker 
goes on giving time to others while to a Harijan he cannot give even fifteen 
minutes,” I do not want to speak at all. It is injustice and dishonesty. 


sur. Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member should withdraw these words. 


Chaudhri Matu Ram: I am prepared to meet the consequences. I won’t 
withdraw these words. What I have said is true. I would better whithdraw 
from the House because injustice has been done to me. The hon. Speaker is 


sitt ng like a blind man. 


v Mr. Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member will have to withdraw these words 
or he may go out of the House. 


(Chaudhri Matu Ram withdrew from the Chamber) 


Minister for Rehabilitation (The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi) (Hindt, 
Mr. Speaker, some of my hon. Friends have raised the objection that 
adequate time has not been allotted for the discussion of the Rehabilitation 
Department. If my personal opinion had been sought in the matter, I would 
have suggested at least one week to be allocated for discussing this subject 
which is undoubtedly of vital importance to the very life ot the displaced 
persons. But Government is not to be blamed for this because the hon. 
Members themselves decided to have only one day for debating this Demand. 
Then a point of order consumed much of the time which could have been 
devoted to discuss the item of -Rehabilitation. 


It has been complained by one of my hon. Friends that while the 
refugees were bewailing, the face of the Minister for Rehabilitation was rippi- 
ing with joy. He has not taken kindly to my having a smiling face. I may 
tell the House that no person, nor even a nation, can accomplish anything 
with a sullen mind. Itis a smiling face which can pull you through adver- 
sity. I can assure the House that. even if I have to go to gallows, 1 would 
do so smilingly. ( Hear, hear). I am of the firm belief that even the knotti- 
est problems of the world can be solved more easily when one ‚is in a laughing 
mood than when one is feeling morose. Then again it has been stated that 
the Minister for Rehabilitation cannot realise the difficulties of the refugees 
while sitting cosily ina bungalow at Simla. I may assure the House that I 
can gauge the feelings of the displaced persons better than wnat my hon. 
Friends and Sister can feel-even by remaining in the plains. 


Besides, an hon. Lady Member has complained that only 75 applications 
of widows had so far been sanctioned for the allotment of lands. She could 
not betray more ignorance than this. I may tell her that 2000 women have 
been granted thei: requests for land. 
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pi Shrimati Sita Devi: What I stated was that when I resigned from the 
-- Board set up for considering the applications, it had sanctioned only 75 

applications by that time. Probably then he was not in charge of the 
- rehabilitation portfolio. 


Minister for Rehabilitation: Anyhow, she is satisfied that her information RES 
was out of date. I may repeat that 4000 applications from widows were oe 
received and out of them no less than 2000 were granted. The remaining 
applications were rejected on reasonable and cogent grounds. I may also 
mention that there were a number of applications from issueless widows also. 

They did not like their landsto be situated near their reversionaries. But : 
- justice demanded that they should have lands near them so that the same . 
may revert to the latter after the death of the former and that there should 
be no fragmentation of land by a person having lands at two different places. 


Then, Sir, the Rehabilitation Department as a whole has come in for 
severe criticism at the hands of my hon. Friends. It has been stated that 
even-handed justice has not been administered to all the allottees. I TE 
think, keeping in view the stupendous magnitude of the work, which 
this department had to accomplish, none can claim that injustice was 
not done.to anybody. You will just imagine, Sir, that 25 lakhs of standard 
acres of land were to be distributed among five lakhs of claimants. Then 
Government was handicapped by lack of recordsor proper data on the basis 
of which allotment of land was to be made. As you are aware, Sir, it takes 
| years to settle a dispute between two persons in a viliage over a piece of land 
but here in the matter of distribution of lands, we have not taken much time 
as the hon. Members think it to be. When we received claims of the refugees 
| for grant of lands, we had no means to verify them. It is no exaggeration 
| that a large number of persons had inflated their claims by 80 per cent and 
| ‘even the most honest claimants did not consider it asin to enhance their 
| “claims at least by 25 per cent. Besides, there were certain persons who did 
| not possess land at all on the other side of the border, but they had put in 
| heavy claims. The Rehabilitation Department had to sift all these claims 
and the time taken in dealing with them can well be imagined than stated. 
| Under the circumstances, it is very unfair on the part of the hon. Members 
to condemn the department and blame it for waste of time and money. I 
think levelling such accusations at the door of the officials of the depart- 

“ment, is denying justice to them. They have spared no pains to complete 
the task as early as possible. 


Then my hon. Friend Chaudhri Sahib has remarked that by this 
‘allotment of land we are laying the foundation of another revolution. I may 
‘point out that I have been seeing to the rehabilitation work even before 
_ taking over this portfolio and I am of the opinion that the officials of the depart- i» œ 
‘ment have done their best to administer justice to the refugees in the matter 
of allotment of lands. Ifsome injustice has been done, itis not because 
only the officials were dishonest but because the refugees themselves were 
| responsible for perpetrating injustice on their brethren. For instance, those 
| persons who brought undue pressure to bear upon the officers to show 
favouritism to certain parties were certainly guilty of an unjust act towards 
their fellow refugees. But I donot mean to say that all cne officers of the 
_ department were honest par-excellence. I admit that there must have been a 
| a number of black sheep among them. The work has been a gigantic one 
| and no less than 10 to 12 thousand officers have been at work to see it through. 
| So the possibility of malpractices on the part of some dishonest officials cannot 
be ruled out. But on the whole, the department has tried to dispense full justice 


i 
Orifi] with; 
Pu Vidhan Sabha 


MISCELLANEOUS (12) 53 


_to the refugees. In this connection Iam reminded of how refugee claimants 
try to manipulate things. They try to influence the officers to interchange 
figures in their claims. For instance if they have put in a claim for 16 acres, 
they would try to get it changed in the office record to 61 acres so that at the 
time of allotment they may be able to grab more land. SoI can say from 

» my own experience and from the opportunities which I have got asa Minister 
a, in seeing rehabilitation work, that refugees themselves have been more 
guilty of doing injustice to their brethren than the officers in the discharge 

of their duties. 


: Then my hon. Friend Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt has remarked 

| that refugees are greatly agitated over the allotment of land and greai unrest 

prevails among them. [ may tell him that if at all there is any unrest among 

them, it is dwindling down gradually with the receipt of allotment orders 

and it will completely vanish after a short time when the allotment work is 

= finished. But [ would appeal to the hon. Members that they too have a 
duty to perform in this connection. They know that the displaced people . 

< have to be resettled. They should see that the latter are not involved in any 

new complications. They should pacify them, if there is any trace of unrest 

among them. But I am sure -that as soon as these people receive their allot- 

ment orders, they ‘will settle down and after six months when the hon. 

Membersjmeet again, thev will bring forward a resolution of thanks to the 

Government for the excellent and successful accomplishment of this gigantic 

task. I hope the hon. Members will extend their cooperation in whatever 

work is left to be completed. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: May I know what were the feelings of the hon. 
Minister six months ago about the Rehabilitation Department on which he 
is now showering encomiums ? 


Chaudhari Lahri Singh : May I know whether when he resigned from the 
Rehabilitation Board, it was withdrawal or extension of cooperation on his 
part in resolving the rehabilitation problem ? 


Shrimati Sita Devi: May I know if the hoa. Minister held the same 
6 P.M view about the officers and the department about 6 months ago 
* when he was not a Minister ? 


Chaudhri Laari Singa: I have also put the same question to him. Did 
he not resign from the membership of the Advisory Committee simply because 
he was not satisfied with its work ? 


Minister for Rehabilitatioa: I have never thought myself to be a member 
of the Opposition in this House. Ifmy hon. Friend Chaudhri Lahri Singh 
and the hon, Lady Member Shrimati Sita Devi were to take the trouble 
„s of going through all the speeches made by me during the last three years on 

T the floor of the House, they would find it for themselves that I always held 
the view that the task of rehabilitation was of a great magnitude and that’ 
work in this connection should be done with the utmost care and caution and 
in the maximum interest of our refugee brethren. I resigned from this Advisory 
Committee simply because I felt that the work in this direction was not being 
done in the way Í wanted it to be done. (An hon. Member: Asif this work 
is going to be done now). I was of the opinion that after my resignation from 

ä the membership of this Committee, the Cabinet would consider the point as 

to why things which could have been easily done at that time were not being 

done and thus devise ways and means to set the matters right. It is really a 

matter of gratification to note that after my resignation and before my 
becoming a Minister, matters were set right, 
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Chaudhari Lahri Singh: Perhaps it might have been due to non-co- 
operation shown by the hon. Minister then. 


Minister for Rehabilitation ; If we take stock of the position 
regarding the rehabilitation problem closely and dispassionately, we wili ol 
find that no such injustice is being done to people now-a-days as was being 
done afew months ago. However, I would like to bring this point home 
to the hon. Members in general and my hon. Friend Chaudhri Lahri Singh 
and the hon. Lady Member Shrimati Sita Deviin particular, that so far we 
have received about 1,13,000 complaints from the people. I do not think 
that people are unmindful of this fact as it appears that almost every person 
has put in an application asis crystal cleir from the number of the applica- 
tions. Out of this total number of applications, about 24,000 applications 
were duplicate ones. So far as the rest of the applications in connection with 
the legitimate complaint? are concerned, they have been looked into and =~ 
grievances redressed accordingly. So far as these applications are concerned, 
in certain cases some applicants who happen to be very influential persons z 8 
and who wanted some special concessions to be made to them to the detriment á 
of others have received a blank refusal from the Government. In most of 
the cases, as has already been stated by some of my hon. Friends in the 
course of their speeches, where rules have been violatedjby alloting land ina 
village tosome big and influential persons, which under the rules could 
have been allotted to some other persons, such irregularities have been and y 
are being set right. i 


Further, my hon. Friend Sardar Kartar Singh has in the course of 
his speech pointed out that people were disheartened to know through 
newspapers and other sources that no appeals would be heard from those to | 
whom wrong had been done in the matter of allotment. I may \ 
assure my hon. Friend that itis not so and this news item may have been 
published due to some misunderstanding. In those cases where any 
irregularities in the matter of allotment have been committed by violation of 
the existing rules as a result of which people have suffered much, all-out 
efforts would be made to set thein right and they would surely be given a 
chance to have their say. It has been stated that poor people have been 
asked to vacate and make room for big and influential persons without any 
rhyme or reason and thus undue preference has been given to the latter over 
the former. It is just possible that the statement of my hon. Friend Sardar 
Sajjan Singh whic he has made in the coure of his speech may be right. 
At this stage I cannot say whether a rich person as referred to by him could 
be allotted land there. I shall examine this case and other cases too -in cat 
which grave injustice has been done in the matter of allotment. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Such cases are innumerable. How many of 
these cases will the hon. Minister set right ? 


Minister for Rehabilitation : If any irregularity has been committed 
before my joining the Cabinet I shall try my best to set that right. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh : What about the Kothis ? wy 


Minister for Rehabilitation : We have gone through 40, 000 applications 
and the complaints have already been set right. Besides, we have also 
received thousands of applications from those people who have not been able 
to put in their complaints in time. In certain cases, it is complained that 
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being sitting allottees they have been removed from their places. I have 
myself examined most of these cases. In some cases the applicants have 
complained that they had not affixed their signature or thumb impres- 
ions and still in some other cases they complained that applications for 
allotment were made without their knowledge and so on and so forth. 
So for as those are concerned to whom injustice has been done 
in the matter of allotment, their appeals would surely be heard and they 
would be given a chance to get their genuine grievances redressed. 


My hon. Friend Pandit Shri Ram Sharma has mentioned a few points 
in the course of his speech and I would like to say a few things by way of 
reply. He along with other hon. Members has complained that the claims 
of the big landlords from West Pakistan should not be recognized or in 
other words their claims should be ignored altogether. I wish to bring this 
point home to them thatthe number of land owners who came from West 
Pakistan and who own more than 250 acres of land, does not exceed 3000. 
We have reduced the number of such land owners. Now in this State of 
Punjab the number of landowners who own 250 acres or more of land is only 
272. It wasrot possible to effect more cuts in their case My hon. Friend 
would be surprised to hear that these 3000 land owners have left about 
13,80,000 acres of land in West Pakistan. We have reduced their acreage 
and alloted them 84,000 acres of land only. It will not be out of place 
to mention here that all these big londlards have been subjected to a cut 
ranging from 124 or 123°/, in their lands and allotment has been made to 
them on that basis. I am of the opinion hat if a similar cut had been 
applied to the lands of the zamindars of East Punjab, even then, I am sure, 
landlords from West Pakistan would not have raised any objection. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Wasit within the power of the hon. Minister 
to do so ? l 


Minister for Rehabilitation: If such things were done, I know my 
hon. Friend would have been the first person to oppose them vehemently. 
Perhaps he has forgotten that during the regime of the previous ministry, 
being a member of the Select Committee set up in connection with the Sales 
Tax, he was one of those who recommended the levy of two annas in a rupee 
as the sales tax.“ But when the Report of the Select Committee came before the 
House, at that time, he was not occupying the same seat as before and he 
opposed the very taxation proposal vehemer.tly. Let me however, bring this 


Bachan Singh in particular that I have every hope that whenever any 
occasion arises, these uprooted and displaced landlords from West Pakistan 
would be glad to welcome the suggestion that they may be allotted only 10 acres 
of land each. Further my hon. Friend has mentioned that it was decided by 
the Government not to allot more than 10 acres of Jand to any zaminder from 
West Pakistan. I for one do not think that any such decision was ever 
arrived at by the Government. It was not possible to take such a decision at 
that time. Perhaps my hon. Friend is not unmindful of the fact that at that 
time nobody knew as to who owned land and to whom land should be allotted, 
As the whole of the land left by he Muslim Evacuees remained uncultivated, 
it was decided that it should be brought under cultivation and alloted on tem- 
porary basis. Fom the very beginning, Government had taken a decision that 
the land should be allotted to those persons who owned land in the West Punjab. 
I think that nobody should attach anyimportance to the statement of such 
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[Minister For Rehabilitation] 

persons who say that the Government had no intention of allotting land to 
these people. Sometime, these people say why Government is allotting more 
land to the landlords and onthe other hand they would ask why land is being 
allotted to the local tenants. But we have every sympathy with the local 
tenants. The peoplé living in India should have come to the rescue of these 
displaced people by giving them their own land but these people did not show 
any sympathy towards them. Now things have cońe to such a pass that 
when the Government thought of rationing the housing a¢comodation, these 
people raised a strong voice of protest against such a policy of the Govern- 
ment. While addréssing a public meeting at Ludhiana, I exhorted the audience 
to help these displaced people who had come from the West Punjab, failing 
which, it was likely that they may switch over to undesirable professions. 
On the next day, the local people at once converied a meeting and critcised 
my speech, On the following day I was told that the Congress was becomir¢g 
unpopular and its influence was waning among the masses. This was, asa 
matter of fact, a reaction of my speech which I delivered, that it was the 
duty of every citizen in India to welcome the displaced persons and to do 
their best to give them shelter. I fully agree that the tenants have equal 
rights to cultivate the land. But it is certainly not fair on their part to refuse 
to surrender the possession of land that they have occupied or to instigate 
others to do the same,. I would say that in the Nawab of Mamdot’s estate every 
tenant is occupying one thousand acres of land and I think that these people 
should not be ejected and the Government has full sympathy with these people. 


_ Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: WII the hon. Minister kindly clarify the policy 
of the Government with regard to the allotment of land occupied by tenants 
in Mamdot estate ? Is it the intention of the Government not to allot this 
land to the displaced persons so that these tenants may be least disturbed? 


Minister for Rehabilitation : I think, my hon. Friend wouldbe knowing 
it better. When I took over charge of the office, this was not the policy of 
the Government. But I took the necessary steps to prevent the eviction of those 
tenants who have been cultivating the land for several years. But all the same 
such tenants who have occupied land within the last two years and do not 
surrender its possession are really creating difficulties for the Government. 
I have seen that about one lakh and twenty thousand persons have sub- 
mitted their representations that they have been allotted less land. It is because 
of the fact that the tenants are occupying land the possession of which they 
have not vet surrendered. We should all make joint efforts to bring home 
to these people that it is not possible to allot the same land which they are 
at present occupying. I would say that the number of occupancy tenants 
in the East Punjab is not fairly large and more tenants will be required for 
cultivation of large area of land whichis lying uncultivated. It is, therefore, 
not becoming on their part to propagate among the tenants that the Govern- 
ment intends to eject them from the land and it had evolved a truly work- 
able scheme by bringing tractors in order to end their utility. Sucha false 
and baseless propaganda is likely to create serious misunderstanding among 
the ignorant people It is the recognized policy of the Government that no 
property of anybody shall be taken possession of by the Government unless 
full compensation has been paid for such property. (Cheers.)° Therefore, 
in order to take possession of the land occupied by the tenants and others, it 
is of utmost consequence that whole-hearted co-operation of public is 
given in th? matter. If all the Members of this House address themselves 


seriously to solve the problem of tenants and landlords, the solution of the 
In fact, the problem of tenants 
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should not assume high importance in the Punjab as a vast area of and is lying 
uncultivated in India and the tenant class should not at all feel apprehensive 
about their future. We have every sympathy with this class of people and 
I] may assure them that their interests will in no way be allowed to suffer in 
the inatter of allotment of land. They may take it for granted that even 
b if there is any slice of land in any part of India it will be allotted to them. 
< Some of my hon. Friends have remarked that Muslims have not been shown 
fair treatment in the matter of allotment of land. I should like to 
inform them that in the district of Gurgaon, out of 4638 families who owned 
4432 acres of land, 3861 families have been -allotted 3238 acres of land. 
ë Besides this, land has been allotted to Muslims in the districts of Ambala 
Kangra and Ludhiana. If these Muslims have been allotted comparatively 
less area of land, it is because of the fact that the allotment at this stage 
has been made on temporary basis. The possession of land to these allottees 
will be delivered in the month of May or June. Some Muslims have not 
bes been allotted land because they left for Pakistan and were not here at the 
time of census. The allotment has been made in favour of those Muslims 
` who stayed in the East Punjab. Such Muslims who are still without land wlll 
be allotted land as soon as their land is surrendered by the refugees to whom 
allotment has been made on temporary basis. Besides this, the Government 
has sanctioned a sum of Rs. 31,534/— as taccavi loans to Muslims in Ambala 
district and. Rs. I,44,895 to Muslims in Gurgaon district. The hon. Members 
who have tried to throw blame upon the Government for not showing fair 
at treatment to Muslims may now themselves judge how financial assistance 
- 4 has been extended-to Muslims in the State. If a comparative study is made 
of taccavi loans advanced to Hindu and Sikh landlords, the scales will 
weigh in favour of Muslims. We have faith in the ideal of secular democracy 
and I regret to say that my hon. Friends should in their enthusiasm. try to fling 
a charge against the Government of having little faith, in this principle. I 
have seen th:t some of the Muslims of Gurgaon district had gone to Pakistan 
and in their asbsence their names’ were not included in the census list. But 
subsequently they returned as they said that they did not find suitable arrange- 
ment there and were thus compelled to leave Pakistan. Such Muslims have, 
however, not been. allotted land. The allotment of land has been. made in 
favour ‘of those Muslims who continued to stay here. My hon. Friend 
has remarked during the course of his fspeech that the lands mortgaged | 
by Muslims s hould be redeemed, and given to them. The matter 
is under the active consideration of the Government but since the mortgage 
money amounts to 44 crores of rupees, the Government finds it difficult to 
pay this heavy amout on account of the inadequacy of finance. . However, 
| Government would like to get the land redeemed by paying some compen- 
-a sation or allotting land to such people. 


a Sardar Shiv Saran Singh : Sir, I think that people who are aee 
the cause of the Muslims are agents of Pakistan. 


Minister for Rehabilitation: [ think we should not utter such things 
about each other. We should on the other hand create better relations 
amongst us so that we may be ina position to render some service to the 
State and our refugee brethren. 


One of my hon. Friends was pleased to say that no amount has been 
provided in the Budget for compensation to the displaced people and that 
‘there was no necessity of inviting the claims again. My hon, Friend must 
rest assured that the old claims will not be thrown into the waste paper 
basket. As a matter of fact a concession has been afforded to the displaced 


men by asking them to put in new claims. The world will soon see that those 
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who in the first instance put ina hundred per cent false claims will be tried 
in courts, those who gave 75 per cent false claims will have their land reduced 
by 60 percent, those who made fifty percent false representation shall have 
a redaction in their quota of 40 percent. Of course those who made only 


25 percent or less false representation will be pardoned. As for the compen- 


sation, Lam to say that there was no necessity for making any provision 

for it in the Budget. Only the lands and other property left by the Muslims 
are.to be distributed and we shall act with the rapiditv of an electric current 
when orders are received from the Central Government for ‘nviting new claims. 
As and when the orders are received we shall take no time in announcing 
as to how much property has been left a our people and how much would 
be available for those over here, 


There is one thing which has been stressed by some hon. Members and which 
has pinched me a good deal and that is that the Government discriminates 
between the ruralites and the urbanites. It is an absolutely absurd and false 
allegation. Government tries to provide for the needs of everyone irrespective 
of his being an urbanite ora ruralite. The ruralites who are mostly Kisans 
have been given loans in the form of taccavi to the extent of rupees 
63, 15, 13, 430. 


Sardar Bachan ‘Singh: How much has been aana to the urban 
population ? 


Minisier for Rehabilitation: I may inform my hon. Friend Sardar Bachan 
Singh that in the cities seventeen thousand persons were given loans of sums 
less than rupees five thousand and the total amount advanced is Rs. 1,39,00,000 


Master Gurbanta Singh: But the Harijans did not get any help. 


Minister for Rehabilitation: I remember having recommended three 
or four applications of Harijans myself. However, I shall see that justice 
is done to them It is our duty that we should look to the requirements of 
all citizens of our State. 


Some representatives of the urban people have voiced that houses have 
not been provided tothem. I mav for their information say that in May 
mud huts would be ready for 66,000 souls out of 80,000 now living in 
the camps. This means that by the end of April this year only 14,000 
persons will be without a roof over their head in our State. In these circum- 
stances, I make bold to sav that the allegation regarding houses is baseless. 


‘Some hon. Members: There are many people who are without houses. 


vacant. 


Shri Bnim Sen Sachar : An idea. 
Minister for Rehabilitation: But the hon. Member is living at Delhi. 


Chief Minister: The head office of the company was shifted to Delhi 
before the partition. 


Minister for Rehabilitation : Sir, I was speaking about houses. Next 


year we shall sell £0,000 plots for building houses and loans would be 


advanced for this purpose. An hon, Member pointed out that in the villages 
some people had been allotted houses whereas others were being given loans 
for building new ones and that injustice was being perpetrated on the latter 
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I fnd some weight in this argument and shall consult my Department 
as to what can be done in this matter. I shall do my utmost to see that none 
of my brethren remains without a shelter. I cannot tolerate any of our citizens 
being exposed to the severities of the sun or rain. 


p Sardar Kartar Singh: But will this principle be extended to the village 
€ tenants as well’ I think the hon. Minister has no answer at the moment. 


Minister for Rehabilitation: If 1 have no answer at present I am always 
\ at their disposal and they can demand an answer from me at any time. I 
A, shall see what I can do for them. 
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Questions is—— 
That the demand be reduced by Rs- 100. 
The motion was lont. 
k Mr. Deputy Speaker: Question is—-— 


That a sum not exceeding Rs. 2,15,51,100 be granted to the Governor 
tc defray the charges that will come in course of paymeut for the year 
1950-51 in respect of Miscellanevus. 


The motion wae carried. 


The Assembly then adjourned till 2 p.m. on Wednesday, 22nd March, 1950. 


? -— —— — — 
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PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


FIRST SESSION OF THE FIRST PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
Wednesday, 22nd March 1950. 


aaa a a 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Simla, at 2. p.m. 
of the Clock. Mr. Speaker (The hon. Sardar Kapoor Singh) in the Chair. 


"e ees ee, ee 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Chaudhri Matu Ram: Mr. Speaker. I am sorry that feeling a bit 
aggrieved and enraged. yesterday at not being able to catch hon. Speaker’s 
eye, inspite of my having repeatedly stood up during the last ten days, 
I uttered a few words which I should not have used. I feel sorry for 
having used those words and wish to withdraw them. 


a ne ee ee 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Sir, when question No. 1687 was replied to 
yesterday, you were pleased to say that the time was up. Am I permitted 
to put supplementary questions today ? 


\. Mr, Speaker: The hon. Member ought to have risen in his seat 
immediately this question was replied to. | 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: I will just ask only one question. 
to Mr. Speaker: Very well, 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: May I know from the hon. Minister if any 
differentiation is made as between the male teachers and lady teachers ? 


Minister for Education : The question is being examined. 


PROVINCIALISATION OF THE SCHOOLS OF LOCAL BODIES. 


*1688. Mehta Ranbir Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Educat on 
be pleased to state whether the Government has considered the memorandum 
sent bsy the President of District Board Teachers Union regarding Provin- 
cialisation of the schools of all local bodiesin the state, if so, the result 
thereof ? 


The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh: Yes. 


The matter is under consideration of the Government. I may for the 
information of the House, add that a committee known as Wattal Committee 
has been appointed to go into the question on an all India basis. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Does the Government propose to consult the 
local bodies and the general public in this matter ? 
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Minister: A Committee has been constituted and it is ascertaining 
the different views on this question. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : How many representatives of: local bodies are 
members of this Committee ? 


Minister: Representatives of local bodies have not been included 
in this Committee. | 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Is it not a fact that this Committee 
has reported that the Government is not, in a position to provincialise the 
District Board schools ? | 


Minister : The Committee has not submitted its report so far. 

Sbri Prabodh Chandra: Is it not a fact that the District Board 
teachers have represented to the Government on several occasions that 
their grades of pay are very low and that for months together they do not 
receive their salaries in time? Has the Government considered the advi- 
sability of provincialising them ? 

Minister: Whenever the Government received representation regar- 


ing the non payment of salaries, it asked the District Boards to make the 
payment as early as possible. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Is the hon. Minister aware of the fact that 
in spite of instructions issued by the Government, the District Board of 
Hissar, Gurgaon, Ambala, Hoshiarpur and Jullundur have not paid salaries 
to their teachers ? | 


/ 
\ Mr. Speaker: The question relates to the provincialisation of ‘District 
Boards schools. The hon. Member’s question does not arise. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Has the Government tried to ascertain the 
views of District Boards ? 


Minister: Every District Board wishes to be saved from incurring 
expenditure on the education of children. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: I wish to know, Sir, if the Government has 
ascertained the views of District Boards regarding provincialisation of their 
schools. i 


Minister : They would naturally like these schools to be taken over 
by the Government. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Have the District Boards written to the 
Government that it should take over their schools ? 


Minister: I know it from my personal knowledge. 


Shri Virendra : As decision on this matter is likely to take long, does 
the Government propose to give some relief to these teachers for the 
interim period ? 


Minister : It is for the District Boards to decide this question. 


Shri Virendra: Has the Government received no representation trom 
the District Board teachers that they do not get their salaries in time ? 
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Minister : Whenever any representation is received in this connection, 
the Government asks the District Boards concerned to arrange for early 
payment, 


Shri Virendra : Ifthe District Boards are not ina position to pay, 
what should the poor teachers do? 


= Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: When will the Committee start its work and 
who are its members ? 


Minister: I shall be able to give this information, if the hon. Member 
gives notice. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Is it within the knowledge of the Government 
> that for want of any solution of this problem, the conditions in the State 
À have become very dangerous ? 


e= \ Mr.Speaker: This is a matter of opinion. 


Minister: Government has full sympathy with District Board 
teachers, 


EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES FOR REFUGEE STUDENTS. 


*1689. Mehta Ranbir Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Education be 
pleased to state :— 


(a) the total amount of money spent by the Government so far on 
the education of refugee students as grants for (i) primary 
education (ii) secondary education (ili) college education and 
Gv) Education in professional colleges viz. Engineéring and 
Medical colleges etc. 


(b) the total amount of money given by the Government as loans 
. to students referred to above ? 


The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh: (a) (i) Free grants etc., are not admis- 
sible to the students of I’rimary classes, 


(ii) Total amount of Free grants etc., so far sanctioned for the 
students of secondary schools is as under :— 


4% 


— 1948—49 ua -a Rs. 19,20,590/11/6 
f 1949—50 (to date) aa. Rs. 19,99,623/2/- 
Total - ... Rs. 39,20,213/13/6 


In addition to the above the following amounts have also been sanction- 


| i ed as grar.ts to camp schools, 
"ad 
l 1948—49 1949 — 50, 
(1) For the payment of | 
salary etc., to 
teachers in camp | 
schools v Rs, 3,17,420/- Rs. 2,91,726/= 
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[Minister for Education] 
(ii) For providing read- 
fing and writing 
material to the 
students studying 
in camp schools <. Rs. 64,820/- Rs. 46,269,- 


Total. Rs. 3,82,240/- Rs. 3,37,995/- 


(iii) Students in Arts and Training colleges are given loans and the 
total amount sanctioned so far in this connection is 
Rs. 17,56,226/5/-. 


(iv) The required information is being collected from the Depart- 
ments concerned and will be supplied to the hon. Member when 
ready. 


(b) Total amount of money given as loans to the displaced students in 
_ arts and Training colleges is as under :-— 


x 1948—49 ae . Rs 12,77,729/14/- 
i _ 1949—50 (to date) .. Rs. 4,78,496/7/- 
l Total Rs. 17,56,226/5/- 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: On a point of order, Sir. According to the rules, 
if the reply to a question is very long the hon. Speaker can allow supplemen- 
taries to be asked at a later date. Will it not be better if the hon. Speaker 
permits the Members to ask supplementaries on this question afterwards ? 


=o M. Speaker : Since the reply has been read out, it would be better if 
the hon. Members put supplementary question just now. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Since the reply to a part of the question is that 
‘the information is being collected,’ can the supplementaries to this question 
be postponed ? 


4’ Mtr. Speaker: If the information is given to the hon. Member when the 
Assembly is not in session, he will have no chance to ask any supplementaries. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : Will the hon. Minister please tell the percentage 
of refugee students who have got loans and grants from the Government ? 


Minister : If notice is given, I can give the information asked for. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Is it not a fact that less than 50 per cent of 
refugee students have actually been given loans and grants ? 


Minister : No, that is not correct. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: May I know if the Government has reserved any 


amount for giving loans and grants to those students who have not so far 
received any ? 


Minister : No amount is reserved for this purpose. The money is got 
from the Rehabilitation Department. 
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Mehta Ranbir Singh : Should I understand that the deserving cases will 
not be given any help for want of funds ? | 


Chief Minister: Government never said that deserving students 
will not get any help because there are no funds. In this matter certain 
rules have been framed by the Government of India and we are acting on 
those rules. The presumption that the Government has refused help for want 
of money, is baseless. 


ShrimatiSita Devi: Is it a fact that a large number of schools for 
whom grants have been sanctioned have actually not got the money so far ? 


Minister: Ifthe hon. Member gives any specific cases, we can enquire. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: There are two schools at Jullundur, namely Sain 
Das School and Victoria School, for which grants have been sanctioned ; but 
so far no payment has been made to them. 


Minister: If this is a fact, the payment will be made soon. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I knowif any separate schools have 


been opened for refugee students or grants have been given to the existing 
schools ? 


Chief Minister : Grants at first were given to those schools which 
“remained closed on account of: evacuation of people. But now the grants are 
given to individual students and not to schools. 


Pandit Durga Chand Karshish : May I know if any grant has been given 
to the students of the Camp College Delhi ? 


Chief Minister: The students studying in the Camp College can get loans 


and grants from the Delhi Government because the college is situated in their 
territory. 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal: Is it not a fact that the students who were getting 
scholarships before partition, are not being given scholarships now ? 


Chief Minister: This is not a fact. 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal: Is it not a fact that there are students at Rohtak 
who are not getting scholarships now ? 


Chief Minister: I can reply to this question after verification. 


cee EE pce 


ALLOTMENT OF SHOP NO. 5533, PANSARI BAZAR, AMBALA CANTONMENT. 


*1384. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabili- 
tation be pleased to state :— 


+ 

(a) Whether it is a fact that shop No. 5533 in Pansari Bazar, 
Ambala Cantonment was allotted to one Ram Dass Dhamija but 
afterwards somebody else claimed half of this shop ; 
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[Pandit Shri Ram Sharma], 


| (b whether it is fact that the claim of Shri Dhamija was upheld by 
| the proper authorities ; 


(c) the name of the: officers who authorised the other claimant, 
Messrs Wadhawa Singh Charan Singh, to take possession of half ~~ 
of this shop : 


The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: (a) Shop No. 5533 in Pansari Bazar, 
Ambala Cantonment was allotted to Shri Ram Dass. The half 
portion was afterwards allotted to Messrs. Charan Singh 
Wadhawa Singh ; 


(b) Ona representation made by Shri Ram Dass previous allottee, 
the allotment of shop No. 5533 (one half) in favour of Messrs 
Charan Singh Wadhawa Singh was cancelled by the Deputy Eoi 
Commissioner. The shop is still in possession of Shri Ram Das ; E 


_ (c) Shri M. S. Randhawa I.C.S., the then Deputy Commissioner, <- 
-` Ambala. l | 


| 
LOANS TO M.L.As., MEMBERS OF THE UNION PARLIAMENT | 
AND OTHERS. , 


* 1439. Sardar Sajjan Singh : Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation be 
pleased to state :— | 


(a) the names of the Members of “the East Punjab Legislative 
Assembly or the Central Legislative Assembly or Indian Parlia- 
ment who have been given loans under the displaced persons. 
rehabilitation scheme upto 31. 1. 50. 


(b) the total amount given to each cf the persons mentioned in (a) 
above. 


(c) whether any other concession such as allotment of factories or 
running concerns has been granted to these persons, if so, the 
nature of each such concession granted to each of the M.L.As ? 


The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: (a, b, & c) It is not considered to be in 
the interest of the borrowers or the public to disclose the names > 
of those M.L.As, Members of the Union Parliament or other a 
displaced persons who have been given loans by Government a 
in accordance with the State Government or the 
Union Government’s recognised measures for the grant of 
financial assistance to displaced persons for rehabilitation 
purposes, but the hon. Member is assured that neither any 
favour nor any infringement of the rules or instructions on the 
subject has been committed in the matter of the grant of loans 
or the allotment of factories, if any, to any Member of the $ 
Legislative Assembly or of the Union Parliament. 


Sardar Sajjan Siogh : May I know why the Government makes distinc- 
tions between an ordinary borrower and a Member of the Assembly ? 


“Minister: We do not give out the names of any borrower, 
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Mehta Ranbir Sihgh : Is the Government prepared to consider the proposal 
that the names of the hon. Members who have got loans or have got allotted in 
their names factories should be stated so that the people might khow if favour 

- has been done to anybody ? i 


coi Minister : No favour has been done to anybody. If however the hon, 
Member gives us any specific instances, we can make enquiries, 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: How can I give any instance unless I know the 
š names of the borrowers ? 


Minster: I am satisfied that no favour has been done to anybody in 
the matter of loans and the allotment of factories, 


a Mehta Ranbir Singh: After all what are the considerations of public 
interest for which the names are not being disclosed ? | 


Epa j 
Chief Minister: My hon. friend is himself a businessman, He should 
know that no businessman wants his debts to be disclosed. If that is done, his 
reputation gets affected. That is why the names have not been disclosed. 
\. Mr. Speaker: Next question. Since public interest is involved in reply- 
ing to the supplementary questions I will not allow any more of them. 
LIQUOR SHOPS 2 
*1444, Sardar Sajjan Singh : Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation be 
pleased to state :— 
(a) whether any new liquor shops were opened in the Province 
between the period 15-8-47 to 31-1-50, if so, the number of such 
- shops in each district ; 
e (b) the total quantity of liquor, foreign and country-made respective- 
ly, consumed by each district during the years 1946-47, 
1947-48, 1948-49 and the Ist ten months of 1949-50 respecttvely; 
(c) the total quantity of opium consumed in each of the districts of 
i the Province for each of the years mentioned in part (b) above ? 
(d) the total revenue received on account of the sale of liquor and 
a opium respectively during each of the years referred to above ? 
— The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: (a) Yes, the following new shops were 
opened :— 
Name of district. Number and nature of license. 
Gurdaspur. One L.1 license for the wholesale vend of 
foreign liquor to cater for the needs of L. 9 
(Retail vend in a military canteen) 
-^ licensees at Pathankot. 
pe Jullundur. One L. 1 license for the products of Dyer 
Meakin Breweries, Solan, at Jullundur. 
Amritsar. One L. 1 license for the wholesale vend of 
beer at Amritsar. 
Ambala, One L. 1 license forthe wholesale vend of 
Original with; beer at Ambala, 
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[Minister for Rehablitation] 


Besides the following licenses for sale of liquor were shifted from one 
place to another ;— 


, ; Locality from were | Locality to which 
P CENS shifted. shitted. 


| 1. Hissar. Retail vend of | Village Sorkhi. Village Biwani 
country liquor. : Khera 
| 2. Karnal. —  -do- Village Naultha’ q | Village Hartala. 
| 3. Ferozepore. . | Wholesale vend | Ferozepore Zira. 
| : of country Cantonment. 
: liquor. 
| -do- Moga Giddarbaha. 
| Wholesale and | Ferozepore City. Moga. 
: retail vend of 
| foreign liquor to 
| the public. 
| 
| 4, Amritsar. Retail vend of | Village Banian. Village 
country liquor, Khilchian. 
Wholesale vend | Amritsar. Patti. 
of country 
| liquor. 
5. Gurdaspur. Wholesale and | Dalhousie. Pathankot, 
retail vend of | 
foreign liquor to 
the public. | 
-do- -do- Batala, 
Retail vend of Village Dalla. Qadian, 
country liquor. 
-do- Village Basu Village Narct 
Barwan. Mehra. 
(b) Statement I is laid on’ the table.t The figures for the month of 
| January, 1950 are not available. 
| (c) Statement II is laid on the table | The figures for the month of 
| January, 1950, are not availabie. 
| (d) Year Revenue derived from. 
| Liquor. Opium. 
| (1) 1946-47 1,40,39,202/- 69,40,471/- 
(2) 1947-48 (from 
the 15th August, 1947 
to the 31st March, 
1948.) 64,15,980/- 36,73,370/- 
(3) 1948-49, 1,44,73,454/- 91,35,537/- 
(4) 1949-50 (from 1,00,43,315/- 60,95,096/- 
the Ist April, 1949 
| to the 31st December, 
| 1949.) i a 
o i * kept in the Library. 
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The figures for the month of January, 1950, are not available. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh : From the figures it is quite clear that in Karnal, 
Hoshiarpur, Jullundur and Amritsar districts there is an increased sale of 
foreign liquor. Does the Government intend taking any action to stop the 
consumption of foreign liquor ? 


Minister: We have taken sufficient steps in this direction and we will 
act according to the policy of gradual prohibition. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the hon. Minister be pleased to state the 


reasons for giving more licences to shops of foreign liquor in Amritsar 
District ? 


Minister : In Amritsar a ban on.public drinking has been imposed. So 
licences have been issued to clubs. 


Chaudhri Kartar Singh: Is the hon. Minister aware of the fact that 
there is sale of liquor in black market ? 7 ` 


Minister: It has not come to my knowledge. 


Chaudhri Kartar Singh: Is it not a fact that many persons have got a 
monopoly for the sale of foreign liquor ? 


Minister: This is far from truth. 


Chaudhri Kartar Singh: Is it a fact that the treatment accorded by the 
Government to other clubs in the State is not being accorded to the clubs of 
Amritsar? 


Minister : Equal treatment is accorded to all the clubs. There ‘is no 
discrimination at all. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: It has been stated that the policy of the 
Government is of gradual prohibition. I wish to know whether the 
Government has ever considered the financial implications of this policy ? 


Minister: Like a sensible businessman every stepis taken after 
paying due consideration to the financial aspect. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: May I know whether any concession has been 
given to the Solan Brewery ? . 


Minister: The hon. Member should know that Solan is in Himachal- 


a 
pracesh. 


“ari Prabodh Chandra: Will the hon. Minister be pleased to state 
how far the opening of new liquor shops is in conformity with the declared 
policy of the Government for introducing prohibition in the State ? 


. Minister: Government has not opened any new shops. When no 
licence was needed at one place it was given to another person at another 
place, Only such changes have been made, l 7 
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Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Jn spite of the gradual prohibition policy 
of the Government the sale of liquor in the State has increased. How can 
the Government call it a success ? 


Minister: The actual consumption has, in fact, decreased although 
due to increase in price etc. the taxes have increased. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: The first part of my question, ġe., whether any 
new liquor shops have been opened, has not been replied. 


Minister: No new shop has been opened, 


Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: Is it nota fact that the decrease in sale 
is due. to the fact that people have begun to brew their own liquor ? 


J Mr, Speaker: That isa matter of opinion, 


Shri Virendra:—Has the hon, Minister been to any liquor house ’ 
(Laughter,) 


Minister: The same where the hon. Member went. (Renewed laughter) 


vw Mr. Speaker: No such remarks, pleases- 


Chaudhri Kartar Singh: Is it a fact that Government of India has 
issued instructions that every State should make its own policy in the 
matter of prohibition ? 


Minister: Such instructions have been issued. But our policy is in 
line with the policy of the Government of India in this matter. 


Chaudhri Kartar Singh: Since the Government of India considers that 
the excise policy has a far-reaching effect on the finances of the States it 
has allowed freedom of action in this matter. In the light of this, is the 
Government prepared to revise their policy ? 


Chief Minister: It has already been stated that our policy in this 
matter is inline with the policy of the Government of India. The 
Minister incharge of Central Excise called a conference of the States’ Excise 
Ministers some months back. The decisions arrived at in that conference 
are being followed by us. 


l Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Is it a fact that due to prohibition in Rohtak 
District, liquor is being smuggled into the district from the adjoining 
territories ? 


Chief Minister: It does not arise out of this question. 
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ALLOTMENT OF LANDS TO REFUGEES FROM SARGODHA. 
“1625. Dr. Sant Ram Seth: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation 


be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether it is a fact that refugees coming from Sargodha 
have been allotted lands in the districts of Ludhiana and 
Ambala ; 


(b) whether itis also a fact that R. B. Brij Lal of Sargodha 
has been allotted apiece of land in the district of Rohtak, 
if so, the reasons therefor ? : 


The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: (a) Yes. 


(b) R. B. Brij Lal Puri who originally belonged to district Sial‘.ot, 
had land both in district Jhang and district Sargodha. He 
had expressed a wish for settlement with the land-holders 
of Jhang district. This was agreed to by Government” under 
the general scheme, which provided allotment to West 
Punjab’ colonists - in acco-dance with the colony district of 
allocation. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the hon. Minister be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the Cabinet decided that if any change in allotment 
from one district to another is to be effected the wishes of the persons 
concerned would be taken into consideration? 


` 


Minister : According to the rules the displaced persons coming from 
the West Punjab were given an option of settling in the districts allotted to 
the people of their districts or in their original districts, if any. 


Dr. Sant Ram Seth: May I know the districts allotted to the persons 
coming from Sargodha district ? i 


Minister : Ambala and Ludhiana districts. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: It has been stated that while making allotments 
the residence in West Punjab is taken into consideration. In view of the 
fact that R. B Brij Lal of Sargodha had very little property in Jhang, may 
I know why he nas been allotted a piece of land in Rohtak District ? 


Minister: There is no doubt that he lived at Sargodha. But as he 
had some property in Jhang he applied for allotment along with the people 
of Jhang. That is why he has been given land in Rohtak District. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Isit due to his relationship with the previous 


` Premier that he was allotted land in Rohtak ? 


\ Mr. Speaker: No reflection, please. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know if the Government enquired 
from the refugees of Jhang District, whether they would allow others to 
live with them? (Laugiter.) a 


Minister: Refugees of Jhang do not tolerate others to be settled 


with them. 


Sardar Bachan Singh : May I know whether those persons who applied 


_ for the allotment of lands in a particular district because they possessed 


lands in. certaia districts in Pakistan before migration, were granted thejt 
requests ¢ 
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. Minister : Those persons who had lands at several places in Pakistan, 
were allotted lands at suitable places according to the rules. 


Sarder Partap Singh : What was the percentage of land left in the 
districts of Sargodha and Jhang? Was it greater in the former district 
or the latter one ? 


Minister: I cannot say off hand. If the hon. Member gives notice, 
information will be collected. 


«Sardar Partap Singh : Then will the Government endeavour not to 
go counter to the rules which inter alia provide that the lands will be 
granted to the applicants in the district corresponding to their district in 


Pakistan ? 


Minister: I would look into the matter. If any violation of the 
rules comes to my notice, it will be rectified. 


Sadar Kartar Singh: May I know whether there is any restriction 
under the rules that percentage of land held by a refugee in Pakistan be 
taken into consideration at the time of allotment of land? Do the rules 
provide that the refugees can get lands allotted in those districts correspon- 
ding to which district in Pakistan, they possessed larger areas of land ? 


Minister : The rules provide that a refugee zamindar would get lands 
in that district in which a larger percentage of his lands was situated. 


Sardar Ajit Singh: May I know why Rai Bahadur Brij Lal has been 
granted lands in Rohtak District, when his lands were situated in the 
Sargodha District, and particularly when he was not eligible for allotment 
of lands in Rohtak? May I also know whether this mistake would be 
set right ? i 


Minister : I will look into the matter but I feel that no irregularity 
has been committed by the department asit seldom errs. However, if any 
irregularity in this connection comes to my notice, I will see that it is 
rectified soon. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Is it a fact that it is laid down in the 
rules that the allottee will get his lands in the same district corresponding to 
which he had lands in Pakistan, and that there is nothing in the rules about 
the amount of land being a condition precedent for the allotment of land 
in a particular district ? 


Minister: I havea vague idea of the rule and I think that the view 
of the hon. Member is correct. But there might be some exception which 
I am not aware of at present. 


Soer ee ee aaea 


ALLOTMENT OF UNCULTIVATED LAND IN VILLAGE DHOLOWAL. 


*162%. Chaudhri Sundar Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabi- 
litation be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether it is a fact that about two hundred acres of land 
of Muslim evacuees is lying uncultivated and unallotted in 
village Dholowal, tehsil Pathankot, district Gurdaspur ; 
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(b) whether any applications for taking over this land on lease 
have been received, if so, what orders have been passed 
thereon ? 


The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: (a) All the cultivated evacuee area 
in village Dholowal had been allotted temporarily and has now 
been allotted quasi-permanently. 


(b) Does not arise. 


\ 


CONSTRUCTION OF MUD HUIS IN DINA NAGAR 


*1631. Chaudhri Sundar Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabili- 
tation be pleased to state:— l 


(a) whether it is a fact that 150 mud huts are intended to be built 
in Dina Nagar Refugee Camp at a cost of Rs.50,000 -; 


(b) whether the Government is aware of the fact that there are 
no means of livelihood or scope of any business at Dina Nagar ? 


The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: (a) No. The scheme has since 
been abandoned. 


(b) Does not arise. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Since the scheme for building huts has been 
abandoned, may I know where will the refugees of Dina Nagar Camp be 
shifted ? 


Minister: They will be sent to a place of their choice. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know that if they want to be settled in 
New Delhi, Government will make arrangements to that effect ? 


Chief Minister: No. In that case they will be settled in Rohtak 
District. (Laaughter) 

Shri Prabodh Chandra: The hon. Minister has stated that the 
refugees of Dina Nagar would be settled in a place of their choice. May I 
know whether it is the set policy of the Government to respect the wishes of 
refugees in camps ? 


Minister: Yes. Not only for refugees of Dina Nagar camp but also for 
refugees of all the camps. They will be provided with huts wherever they 
desire to settle. 


Chaudhri Sundar Singh: May I know whether Government intends to 
to build huts in Pathankot also ? 


Minister: The hon. Member will receive the reply to this supple- 
mentary quéstion in the reply to the next question, which is going to be 
answered on the floor of the House. 


(Shri Dev Raj Sethi rose in his seat ) 


Va Mr. Speaker: Let the hon. Minister reply; the hon. Member should 
not assume the roll of a Minister. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Sir, he is a Minister in the making (Laughter.) 
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Chaudari Krishna Gopal Dutt: And he is Minister in the unmaking. 
(Renewed laughter). 


v Mr. Speaker: Only Ministers should reply to the questions and not 
Ministers in the making. 


aean me EY eana 


MUD HUTS FOR REFUGEES AT GURDASPUR. 


*i632. Chaudhri Sundar Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabili- 
tation be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Government has 
under consideration the building of some mud huts for the refugees at j 
Gurdaspur, if so, when will these be constructed ? 


The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: No mud huts are proposed for Gurdas- Gna aasi 
pur as we have no relief camp there. 


DISPLACED PERSONS IN REFUGEE CAMPS. 


*1701 Shri Virendra: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation be 
pleased to state :— 


(a) the number of displaced persons in refugee camps on the 
lst of March, 1950 ; 


(b) how many of them are receiving free ration ? 
The hon. Dr. Lehna Siagh Sethi: (a) 1, 09, 709. 


(b) (i) Jammu and Kashmir displaced persons. 3635 
(ii) Unattached women and children. 8375 
(iii) Unattached, infirm and aged persons 
and their dependents. 1322 
Total...... 13332 
GOVERNMENT CATTLE FARM, HISSAR. ip 


*1380. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Minister for Develop- 
ment be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether he received complaints about the management of 
the Government Cattle Farm, Hissar from Comrade Madan Lal, 
a Socialist worker ; if so, to what result ; 


(b) the substance of allegations and whether he was given a i 
chance to substantiate the charges ; ° A 


(c) whether any action was taken by the Government against 
any body on proved charges ? 


The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: (a) Yes. Some of the 
complaints received have been investigated while others are 
under investigation. 
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(b) The substance of the allegations made was alleged corruption, 
high-handedness, 1epotism, favouritsm and forced labour 
against (1) the Superintendent, Government Livestock Farm, 
Hissar, (2) the Head Clerk, Office of the Superintendent 
of the Farm and (3) Head Farm Overseer of the Farm. 


The complainant was duly given opportunities by the Superintendent 
of the Farm to substantiate the allegations. 


(c) The complaints against Nos. (1) and (3) in (b) above have 
since been filed as the allegations could not be proved while 
some complaints against No. (2) are still under consideration. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Minister please tell us when 


this complaint came to the notice of the Government? How long 


did it take to be investigated ? 


Minister: Ifthe hon. Member gives notice, necessary information will 
be collected. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know whether the complaint is 
being investigated by one or more than one officer ? 


Minister: Investigations are being conducted by the Superintendent 
of‘Farms. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will he tell us which parts of the complaint 
have been investigated and which of them are still under enquiry ? 


Minister: I cannot tell the details *off-hand. I require notice for 
this question. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know on which complaint the 
enquiry has been completed and report submitted to Government and which 
of the complaints are still under investigation ? 


Minister : I have nothing to add to what I have already stated in 
reply to the main question. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: The hon. Minister has stated in ‘reply to 
part (a) that certain complaints have been enquired into and the 
remaining are under investigation. I want to know the results of the 
investigations of those complaints, the investigation of which has been 


completed ? What action has been taken by the Government in the matter? 


Minister: Some of the allegations on enquiry have been found to be 
wrong and the remaining are under enquiry. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: I want to know which of the complaints 
have been found to be wrong ? 


Minister: All the complaints except that of the Head Clerk, have been 
found to be wrong. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: What was the complaint against that 
Head Clerk ? | 


Minister: For details, I require notice. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Sir, I seek your protection. The replies 
of the hon. Minister lead us nowhere. He does not give definite replies, 
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Mr. Speaker: That is why I am allowing supplementary questions 
to be put, 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Sir, I cannot getoil out of stone. 
May I know whether with a view to upholding the respect and prestige of 
the Government, the hon. Ministers will try to give definite replies to the 
questions on the floor of the House ? 

/ 


VA Mr. Speaker: Disallowed. 


COMPLAINT AGAINST CIVIL SUPPLIES OFFICER, HISSAR 


* 1381. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Minister for Develop- 
ment be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether it is a fact that Comrade Madan Lal, a socialist worker 
of Hissar made complaints to the Government, against the 
District Civil Supplies Officer, Hissar concerning corruption, 
favouritism and irregularities in that office ; if so, the result 
thereof ; 


(b) whether the complainant was given chance to prove the allega- 
tions made by him ? 


The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: (a) Certain complaints from 
Comrade Madan Lal have been received by the Government., 


(b) The complaints are still under consideration and if Government 
consider it necessary, the complainant would be given a chance 
to prove the allegations made by him. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: When did the Government receive this 
complaint? Who was deputed+ to make necessary enquiries into this 
complaint ? 


Chief Minister: This question has already been replied by the hon. 
Minister. So far as the date is concerned, the same information can be made 
available to him if he gives notice. 


Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar: May I know if it is not a fact that 
such quéstions are answered after making the necessary enquiries into the 
complaint ? 


/ Mr. Speaker: This is a general question. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: My question was as to what was the 
result of the complaint made against the District Civil Supplies Officer, 
Hissar, concerning corruption, favouritism and irregularities in that office to 
which the hon. Minister has replied that enquiries are being held and that 
the complainant would be given a chance if any necessity arises. May I 
know whether the enquiry officer is busy with this work ? 


‘Chief Minister: The complaint has been received and action is being 


taken. The hon. Member wants to know the date and he will be given this 
information. 


Pandit Shari Ram Sharma: In view of the fact that as a rule after 


receiving a complaint Government starts making enquiries. May I know the 
reasons for not contacting the complainant so far ? 
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Chief Minister: I have already stated that if Government considers 
it necessary, the complainant would be given a chance to prove the alle- 
gations already made by him. If prima facie the complaint is of a general- 
nature then there seems to be no necessity for the department to make any 
enquiries. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Has the department ascertained whether ` 
or not there is a prima facie case against the officer ? 


Chief Minister: That will be done if and when any necessity is left 
to do so, 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know whether a prima facie case 
has been made out against the officer ? 


Chief Minister: If it is found to be prima facie case then the 
complainant would naturally be given a chance to prove the allegations. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Is it a fact that as a rule in such cases the 
complainant is given a chance to prove the allegations made by him? If so, 
may I know as to why this departure has been made in this case ? | 


Chief Minister: I have already stated that. No departure from the 
rules has been made in this connection. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: As the complainant has not been given a chanc> 
to prove the allegations, may I know if this is not a departure from th> 
ordinary rules ? 


Chief Minister: No departure from the rules has been made in this 
connection. - 


BHANDARI FOUNDRY AND IRON WORKS, LUDHIANA 


*1382. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Minister for Develop- 
ment be pleased to state whether it is a fact that coal belonging to the 
Bhandari Foundry and Iron Works, Millar Ganj, Ludhiana was recently 
sealed; if so, why ? 7 


The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: It is regretted that as the case 
is sub Judice the information asked for cannot be furnished. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: So faras the .member is cocerned, he was 
a member of the Civil Supplies Commitee and he was removed from that 
Commitee by the orders of the hon. Minister on the complaint of the depart- 
ment. May I know as to what offence has this member commited ? 


Minister: The case is sub judice. Therefore the question of the 
removal of the member from that Commitee does not arise. The question 
was whether cọal was sealed or not, and if so, why? 
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VEHICLES PURCHASED FOR GROW MORE FOOD CAMPAIGN 


*1555. Shri Virendra: Will the hon. Minister for Development be 
pleased to state: — 


(a) the total number of vehicles purchased by the Government 
for furtherance of the “Grow More Food Campaign’’; 


(b) the total amount spent on these vehicles ? 


The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa. (a) Twenty-three 
vehicles (15 Jeeps and 8 Land Rovers) have been purchased by 
Government and placed at the disposal of the 12 Deputy Comm- 
issioners (excepting Deputy Commissioner,Simla) in this Sate 
for furtherance of the ‘Grow More Food’ campaign, to enable 


co-ordinated visits to all parts of the district, however 
inaccessible otherwise. 


(b) Rs. 1,42,300/- have been spent on their purchase. 


- 


Shri Virendra: May I know if the Deputy Commissioners had no 


vehicles. If so, why wasit felt necessary to provide them with these 
vehicles ? 


Minister: They were not provided with vehicles before. 


Shri Virendra: What were they using during their tours in their 
respective districts ? 


Minister: gi hey were using their private cars. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: May I know if any jeeps and rovers are being 
provided under the compost scheme ? 


Chief Minister: These have-been given to municipalities on loan basis. 
At present Government is not utilizing these trucks. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Has the Government purchased these or not ? 


Chief Minister : Government does not purchase these for its own use. 
These are being provided to the municipalities as a loan in kind. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know as to what work is being taken 
from these vehicles for the furtherance of the ‘Grow More Food’ campaign ? 


Chief Minister : Jeeps were provided to the Deputy Commissioners 
when the work in connection with the ‘Grow More Food’ Campaign was 
entrusted to them. Now they are not entitled to any T. A. which they used 
to draw previously when they used their own cars. Moreover they could not 
take their carsright into the villages, while jeeps which have now been 
provided to them can easily be taken into the villages. 


Shrimati Shanno Devi Sehgal: In view of the fact that jeeps have been 
provided under the ‘Grow More Food’ Campaign, may L know if it is not possi- 
ble to entrust some work in this connection to some of the good workers of 
the State Congress who can do this work more satisfactorily ? 


Chief Minister : This work has been entrusted to the Deputy Commiss- 
loners in accordance with the directions issued by the Government of India. 
I cannot say as to who will be able to do this work better. But so far as 
the officers are concerned, they are responsible for the work entrusted to them 
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and in case of any negligence, action can be taken against them. However, 
we have invited the non-officials too to do some work in connection with the 
Grow More Food Campaign. 


Shrimati Shanno Devi Sehgal: Though it is far from my intention 
to say that the officers act in an irresponsible manner, yet I would like to 
know if the Government is prepared to seek the co-operation of non-officials 
for the furtherance of Grow More Food, Campaign ? 


Minister: I have already said that the help of the non-officials is 
eagerly sought. We would gladly welcome anybody’s help in this matter. 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal: May I know ifitis a fact that the jeeps that 
were purchased in this connection were second-hand, and have now become 
unserviceable and that the work is being hampered on this account ? 


Minister : We have not received any such complaint. 


Shrimati Sita Devi : May I know if ,the officers entrusted with this 
work have ever called any M. L. A. for consultation ? 


Chief Minister: Sir, the demand was discussed only two days back 
and I presume everything connected with this Department has been discussed. 

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know if one jeep has been supplied 
to the Deputy Commissioner of each district or more? Moreover, I want 
to know what instructions have been given to them in regard to tours etc., 
in this connection ? 


Chief Minister: Reply has already been given. If, however, my hon. 
Friend desires to see the instructions that have been issued, a copy of the 
same will be placed on the table of the House, if he gives notice. 


ee a OE ene 


CONSOLIDATION OF HOLDINGS OF LAND SCHEME 


*1586. Sardar Bachan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Education 
be pleased to state :— | 
(a) whether Government has chalked out any programme to take 


up consolidation of holdings of land scheme in the State ; if 
so, the details thereof ; 


(b) the districts in which this scheme will be enforced together’ 
with its date ; 


(c) whether this scheme is proposed to be enforced in any of the 
border districts ; if not, the reasons thereof ? 


The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh: (a) The programme is under 
consideration. 


(b) In all districts except Kangra and Simla soon after the 
Ist April, 1950. 


(c) Does not arise in view of the answer given to part (b). 


Sardar Bachan Singh: If the Government really proposes to start the 
work of consolidation in almost all districts, may I knowif any arrangement 
has been made to give training to the staff required for this purpose? 
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Minister: Yes. The officials belonging to the Co-operative Department 
are already trained. Training is being imparted to others. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Besides the old officials of the Co-operative 
Department, how many others have been appointed ? 


Minister: I don’t have the list with me, and it would be no use 
making a conjecture. 


Sardar Bachan Singh : Does the Government propose to make some 
arrangement for the training of many more officials who are to be employed 
on this work ? 


Minister: The staff of the Revenue Department will be utilized for this 
purpose. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: May I know whether the trained staff that the 
Government has already got, would be sufficient for starting the work of 
consolidation simultaneously in a number of districts ? — 


Minister: No more staff will have to be employed for this purpose, 
than the present sanctioned strength. Services of the patwaris of Revenue 
Department will be utilized in this connection. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: May I know if the Government will start the 
work of consolidation in all those villages which deposit the money in 
advance ? 


Minister: We shall first see where it is advisable to start the work first. 


Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma: May I know the special reasons for 
dropping consolidation work in Kangra district ? 


Minister: It is rather difficult to undertake this work in hilly tracts, 


Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma: What sort of difficulties is the hon. 
Minister referring to ? 


Minister: The labour involved is generally not commensurate with 
the possible gains. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the turn of hilly areas ever come 
or not ? 


Minister : Yes, towards the end. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Has the Government sufficient trained staff to 
start the work in all those villages, where people have deposited or are 
willing te deposit the money in advance ? 


Minister: Ifthe requisite money is forthcoming, work will not be 
allowed to suffer for want of staff. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: If the people do not deposit the money in 


advance, what will the Government do ? Will it spend the money from its 
exchequer and later on realize it from the people concerned ? 


Chief Minister: Ifthe hon. Member had taken the trouble of going 
through the Budget, he would have known that a provision of Rs. 14 lakhs 
has been made for this purpose. 
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TUBE WELLS. 


* 1621. Dr. Sant Ram Seth: Will the hon. Minister for Development 
be pleased to state :— 


(a) the number of tube wells bored in the Punjab after the partition; 

(b) the total cost of machines imported in this connection; 

(c) the total amount of boring charges incurred; 

(d) whether the tube wells are meant to benefit refugees only; if so, 
the reasons therefor ? 


The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: (a) 42. 


(b) 12 percussion driils have been ordered from Sweden. They have 
reached Bombay and very shortly they will be reaching this 
State. Total cost of these drills is Rs. 1,83,816 (C.I.F.) 
Bombay. 


(c) Requisite information is being collected. 
(da) The tube wells are meant for all, including refugees who pay the 
cost in advance. 


Dr. Sant Ram Seth: May I know the number of tube-wells that have 
been constructed in Amritsar district. 


Minister: I haven’t got the district-wise list with me. If the hon. 
Member gives notice, I shall let him know. 


SHORT NOTICE QUESTION AND ANSWER 
ACTION AGAINST PERSONS PUTTING IN EXAGGERATED CLAIMS FOR LANDS. 


* 2008 Sardar Sajjan Singh : Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation 
be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether any cases have been detected by the Rehabilitation 
authorities in which displaced persons had put in exaggerated 
claims for lands in their applications to the Land Claims 
Officer to Government Punjab during the year 1948; 


(b)_ what action, if any, does the Government propose to take against 
persons referred to above ? 


The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: (a) Yes. 


(b) It has been decided that prosecutions need not be launched in- 
cases of exaggeration and that penalties should be levied by 
way of deductions of allotted areas on the scales noted below :- 


(a) No action should be taken where exaggeration is less than 20%, 


(b) where exaggeration is Deduction of 20°/, from the allotment 
29°}, to 509 jg- due (on the basis of jamabandi 
: entries). 
(c) where exaggeration is ` Deduction of 40°/, of the land alot- 
50°9°/ to 75°/9. ment dae (on the basis of jamabandi 
entries.) 
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(Minister fof Rehabilitation) 


(d) where exaggeration is Deduction of 60°/, of the land allot- 
more than 75°/,. ment due (on the basis of jamabandi 
entries.) 


VA Mr. Speaker: I think this matter was referred to during yesterday’s 
proceedings of the House. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh : MayI know whether these penalty deductions 
will be made after giving the allottees in question the possession of the land 
or before that ? 


Minister : Deductions will be made, as and when the possession of 
land is given to them, and not just now. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: The other day the hon. Minister had stated that 
penalties would be levied on those who have filed cent per cent exaggerated 
claims. How is it that to-day he has changed his mind ? 


Minister: How can any such penalties be levied on those, who are not 
entitled to even an inch of land. Prosecution will have to be launched 
against them. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: What will be done in the case of those who 


owned 100 acres but madea claim for 200 acres ? 


Minister: This is clear from the reply to the original question. A 
deduction of 60°/, will be made from the area to which they are in fact 
entitled on the basis of the records. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : What about those who owned one thousand acres 
of land in West punjab, but filed a claim for two thousand acres? Will the 
cut in their case also be 69 per cent ? 


Chief Minister: Sir, that is a hypothetical question. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND (ANSWERS 


SUPPLY OF CANAL WATER TO THE BARANI LAND OF VILLAGE 
KALE, DISTRICT AMRITSAR. 


435. Sardar Sajjan Singh : Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to 
state whether any representation by the land-owners of village Kale, Tehsil 
Patti, District Amritsar, was received by the Superintending Engineer, 
Upper Bari Doab Canal, Amritsar, regarding supply of canal water to the 
barani lands of this village on or about 29. 6. 1949 ; if so, the action taken by 
the Canal Authorities in the matter ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: Yes. The request was duly con- 
sidered and applicants were informed that supply of canal water to barani 


ori: areas of these villages could only be given when more water is available. 
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SUPPLY OF CANAL WATER TO VILLAGE SIDHWAN, DISTT. AMRITSAR 


436. Sardar Sajjan Si gh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state whether any representation by the land-owners of village Sidhwan 
Tehsil Patti, District Amritsar, was received by the Superintending Engineer, 
Upper Bari Doab Canal, Amritsar, on or about 29. 6. 1949 for the supply of 
the water to the Barani land of this village ; if so, the action taken by the 
canal authorities in the matter ? 


The hon. Dr Gopi Chand Bhargava: Yes. The ‘area in question has 
been included in the Sthemes for extension of irrigation which are under 
preparation, 


eS SN EY TG, 


SEPARATING CANAL OUTLET IN BASARKE DISTRIBUTARY 


437. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to 
state :— | 


(a) whether S. Atma Singh and other land-owners of village Narla, 
Tehsil Patti, district Amritsar, applied to the Superintending 
Engineer, Upper Bari Doab Canal, Amritsar, for separating 
their share of canal outlet R. D. 41,888 Basarke Distributary; 


(b) whether the aforesaid land-owners also sent their representation. 
for the same purpose as referred to above to the Executive 
' Engineer, Majitha Division, Upper Bari Doab Canal, Amritsar; 


(c) if the answer to parts (a) and (b) above be in the affirmative, the 
action taken by the canal authorities in the matter? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) Yes. 
(b) Yes. 


(c) Proposals were investigated and included in the scheme for 
extension of irrigation under preparation. 


ni -e e 


SUPPLY OF CANAL WATER TO VILLAGE DODE, DISTT. AMRITSAR 


438. Sardar Sajjan Singh : Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state :— 


(a) whether S. Rajinder Singh and other land-owners of village Dode, 
Tahsil Tarn Taran, District Amritsar, applied to the Superin- 
tending Engineer, Upper Bari Doab Canal, Amritsar, for the 
supply of canal water to irrigate Barani lands of this village ; 


(b) whether the main Bari Doab Canal passes through this village ; 


(c) ifthe answer to part (a) above be in the affirmative, the action 
taken by the canal authorities in the matter? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) Yes 
(b) Yes. 


(c) Area of the applicants has been included in the schemes for 
extension of irrigation under preparation, 
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SARDAR NATHA SINGH RISALDAR AND OTHERS OF 
VILLAGE POHUWIND. 


a — Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
o state :— 


l 
(a) whether S. Natha Singh Risaldar and others of village Pohuwind, , 
Tehsil Patti, District Amritsar complained to the Executive 
Engineer, Majitha Division, Upper Bari Doab Canal, Amritsar . 
on 25.9.1949 that a certain canal Patwari had taken bribe 
from them ; » : 
j 


(b) ({i) If the answer to part (a) above be in the affirmative, whether 
any enquiry was made ; 


üi) who conducted the enquiry ; 


(iii) whether the complainants were called upon to furnish their 
evidence ; if so, when was the process served on them ; 


(iv) at what place their evidence was recorded ; 


(c) whether the reminders in the above case vide letters No. 
1833, dated 9. 11 1949 addressed to the Executive Engineer, 
Majitha Division aud No. 14 dated 14. 1. 1950 addressed to the 
P Superintending Engineer, Upper Bari Doab Canal, Amritsar 
were sent by me but no action was taken and no, complainant 
summoned uptill 31. 1. 1950 by the canal authorities; if so, the 
reasons therefor ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) No such complaint in this | 
connection was ever received by the Executive Engineer, ! 
Majitha Division. 
{b) (i) In view of above, question does not arise, 
ii) -do- 
(iii) -do- 
(iv) ~do- 
(c) Yes, however, in view of the reply to (a) above no action regard- 
ing the complaint could be or was taken. : 


ere ae e: 
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ALLEGATIONS AGAINST OFFICERS AND OTHER EMPLOYEES OF THE 
CANAL DEPARTMENT. onal 


tat 440. Sardar Sajjan Singh : Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to 
state :— | 


(a) whether any complaint by S. Ujjagar Singh, village Headman 
and the other zamindars of village Thathi Jaimal Singh, . 
Tehsil Patti, District Amritsar, which was endorsed and for- 
warded by me vide my letter No. 1706 dated 12. 10. 49 to the -a 
Superintending Engineer, Upper Bari Doab Canal, Amritsar, 
in which serious allegations were made against certain canal 


officers and other empigsyees has come to the notice of the 
Government ; ` 
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(b) (i) whether any enquiry was ordered in their case ; if so, who was 
appointed to make enquiry ; 


(ii) whether the complainants were served with a notice to appear 


before the investigating officer, if so, when it was issued and 
jine : with what result ; 


(iii) whether the evidence of the complainants was ever recorded 
before 31. 1. 50 ; 


(c) The result of this enquiry and the action taken against the 
defaulters ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) Yes; but the allegations 
i | were not serious. 


(b) (i) Yes ; S. D. O. Khalra Sub Division. 


(ii) No. The allegations were enquired into at site by the S. D. O. 
in company with the Executive Engineer, in the presence of 
some 100 zamindars of village Rajoki and Thathi Jaimal Singh. 


(iii) It was not found necessary as the oral enquiry showed the 
allegations to be wrong. The zamindars of Thathi Jaimal 
Singh on being questioned as to who the Zilladar was, could 
not even point him out though he was present amongst. them. 


(c) The allegations proved to be false. 


"enm A aaro SAD 


SIDHWAN BRANCH OF SIRHIND CANAL. 


441. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the- hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state :— 
(a) whether the work of digging of the the Sidhwan Branch of the 
Sirhind Canal has been taken in hand by the Government; 


(b) what progress has been made so far in this connection ; 


(c) what parts of the Ferozepore district will be irrigated by this 
Branch ; 


aai (d) whether the Grey Canals in the Ferozepore district will be fed 
by this Branch ; if so, to what extent ? 


\ 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) Yes. 


(b) 75 per cent of the excavation work has been completed. Masonary 
works are still to be undertaken. 


P ' - (c) & (d) All the area (roughly 4,25,000 acres) at present being 
irrigated from Grey Canals will be irrigated from Sidhwan 
Branch. In addition new channels will be constructed for 

irrigating 45000 acres area in the Grey Canal tract, 
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SALE OF EVACUEE MOVABLE PROPERTY 


442. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation 
be pleased to state :— 


I 


(a) the amount realised by the Government as a -result of the sale 
proceeds of movable evacuee property from each village of the 
Bhikiwind police station of Amritsar district during 1948 and 
1949 respectively ; 


(b) whether two cows were given away on evaluation by the Naib 
i Tahsildar (R) Patti, while auctioning the evacuee movable _ 
property at village Bhagwanpura; if so, the reasons therefor ; y 


(c) if the answer to part (b) above be in the affirmative, to whom 
: these cows were given; and whether permission for doing SO e 
was obtained fr om the Government ; 


(d) the provision of law under which the disposal of any movable 
~ property is permitted at evaluation ; 


| (e) whether any receipts were issued to the buyers in connection 
with sale mentioned in para (a) above ; if not, the reasons 
| therefor ? ` 


The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: (a) Statement showing the amount 
realized by Government as sale proceeds of movable evacuee 
property from each village of Bhikiwind Police Station is 
attached. | 


(b) Yes. Two cows were given on evaluation on the advice of the 
Panchyat Committee concerned in accordance with the general 
instructions issued by the Financial Commissioner, Relief and 
l Rehabilitation, vide para 2 of his wireless message dated 
| 27. 11. 47 to all Deputy Commissioners, Superintendents of 
Police, Commissioners, Inspector General and Deputy Inspector 
General of Police, (copy attached). From May 1949, however, 
the sale of movable property on evaluation to private indivi- 
duals has been altogether stopped. 


: (2) S. Gopal Singh Sub-Inspector (Custodian) Patti. 


In view of the Government instruction referred to in (b) above, 
sanction of Government was necessary. 


(c) The cows were given to the following displaced persons. — 
(1) S. Sartaj Singh of village Sur Singh, 
| 


(d) As referred to in para (b) above. 


(e) In rural areas the formal issue of receipts was not practicable at Ea = 
that time due to abnormal conditions and shortage of printed 
receipt books. Signatures of the buyers were obtained on the 
auction’lists in the presence of the refugees and panchayat 
committees concerned signifying payment of the amounts. 
Receipts are, however, now being issued to the buyers even in 
Orig wich; rural areas. 
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Statement showing the amount realised as a result of sale proceeds of 


movable evacue: property from villages of Bhikiwind Police Station, District 
Amritsar. | 
Year 1949, 
Name of the village. Amount realised. 
Phouwind Rs. 2160— 0—0 
Sandpura eee Rs. 324—0—0 
Sur Singh Rs. 4280—5—0 
Sugga Rs. 3637—8—0 
Bhawanpura Rs. 4064—10--0 
Kalsian Kalan Rs. 1382—8—0 
Total vee Rs. 15848—15--0 
Year 1948. 
-Nil- 


Statement in reply to part (b). 


Distribute to refugees on general advice of Advisory Committee all 
articles urgently require d by refugees for instance cloth and clothes, 
article of use in agriculture, grain “and houschold—articles stop. Cattles 
should be given in lieu of taccavi and evaluated on general advice 
of Advisory Committee. 


RECOVERY OF SALE OF MOVABLE EVACUEE PROPERTY IN 


443. Sardar Sajjan Singh : 


TARN TARAN AND PATTI TEHSILS 


Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation 


be »leased to state :— 


(a) 


(0) G 


) 


whether the Revenue Officer working under the Rehabilitation 


Department inthe Pattiand Tarn Taran tehsils of Amritsar, 
was appointed for the recovery of the movable evacuee property 
with the help of the police force during 1948 and 1949 
respectively; ; \ 


the total sale proceeds of the property referred to above which 
was recovered and auctioned from each of the villages of 
Jeobalapalian Monochahal Zail of Tarn Taran Tehsil during each 
of the above mentioned years ; 


(i) the total sale proceeds of the property referred to above which 
was recovered and auctioned from each af the villages of Khalra 
Police Station of Patti Tehsil during each of the above mention- 
ed a 
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The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: (a) Yes. 


(b) (i) The total amount realized on* account of the sale proceeds of 
the evacuee property from each village of Jeobala and Mono- 
chahal Zail of Tarn Taran Tehsil is given in the statement 
enclosed. "aja 


(ii) Similar statement in respect of the villages in Khalra Police 
- Station of Patti Tehsil is attached. 


Sr. No. Name of Zail. | Year 1948 - Year 1949 Total 
l 1. Monochahal 2409/- e 2409/-. 
| : š 
; 2, Geobala 2722|- — 2722- 
i ee e ee er JOES 
| Total 5131- ~ 5131/- -0 


— me aeee me ee ar eee mene oe 


Statement showing total sale proceeds of the property recovered and auction- 
ed from each of the villages of Khalra Police Station, Tehsil Patti. 


Year 1948 
Village Narli Rs, 474—0—O a 
| Year 1949 
Village §_ Basarke Rs. 1021—0—0 
Chak Bamba . | Rs. 35—0—0 
: Total: Rs. 1056—0—0 


SALE OF MOVABLE EVACUEE PROPERTY AND ISSUE OF RECEIPTS 


444, Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the sale 
proceeds of the evacuee property auctioned in each of the . 
villages of Patti Police Station, District Amritsar during 1948 l 
and 1949 respectively ; —4 


(b) whether any receipts were issued to the buyers ; if so, the total 
number of receipts issued ; and if not, the reasons therefor ? 


The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: (a) A statement showing the sale 
proceeds of the evacuee property auctioned in each of the 

villages of Patti Police Station, District Amritsar during 1948 

and 1949 is attached. 


(b) In rural areas the formal issue of receipts was not practicable h 
at that time due to abnormal conditions and shortage of printed 
receipt books. Signatures of the buyers were, however, obtained 
on the auction lists in the presence ofthe Refugee and 
Panchayat Committees concered signifying payment of the 

a amounts. Receipts are, however, now being issued to the 
ETN buyers even in rural areas. 
oe Library ; 
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Statement showiug sale proceeds of the evacuee property auctioned in each 
of the villages of Patti Police Station, District Amritsar. 


Year 1948 Nil. 
Year 1949 Village Sabrah Rs, 1433-—-0—0 


SALE OF MOVABLE EVACUEE PROPERTY IN WALTOHA POLICE 
STATION VILLAGES 


445, Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the sale proceeds of the 
movable evacuee property recovered from each of the villages of Waltoha 
Police Station of Amritsar district during 1948 and 1949 ? 


The hon. Dr Lehna Singh Sethi: A statement showing the sale proceeds 
of the movable property recovered from each village Waltoha police station of 
Amritsar District during 1948 and 1949 is attached herewith. 


Statement showing the sale proceeds of the movable evacuee property 
recovered from each village of Waltoha Police Station during 1948-49. 


Year 1948. i 
Bahadur Nagar w Rs. 985—0—0 
*Dassuwal we Rs. 2763—0—0 
Mane Ke we Rs. 1394—0—0 
Jund .. Rs. 1702—0—0 


* Three bullocks were given to the refugees in lieu of taccavi loans vide F. C. (Reh.) 
East Punjab letter No. 1971 of 27/29th November, 1947 and the amount of Rs. 540/- 
recorded in the Bullocks Taccavi accounts of the Tehsil. 


Year 1949, 
Waltoha Rs, 1459—1—0 Khemkaran Rs. 1959—8—0 
Algon Rs. 1303—0—0 Mast Garh Rs. 187—0—0 
Mae Wala Rs. 200-—-0—0 Bhura Kona Rs. 1112—0—0 


POLICE POST AT MAKAI KALAN IN PATTI TEHSIL 


446. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state :- 


(a) whether any punitive police post has been quartered at village 
Makhi Kalan, Tehsil Patti, district Amritsar, if so, since when: 


(b) (i) the sanctioned strength of the police force for the post ; 


(ii) the ‘actual strength of the police force posted at this post 
_ which remained present in this ,village since the date of its 
posting upto 28. 2. 50 ; ` 
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(Sardar Sajjan Singh] | 
(c) the period for wnich each of the police employees posted at this 


post remained o in this village since the date of his 
posting upto 28. 2. 50 ; 


d) the period for which each of the police employees of this post 
remained absent from this village in connection with the cases 
of this village registered at Bhikiwind Police Station and other 
police stations, in which the inhabitants of this village w ere 
involved, since his posting to this post upto 28. 2. 50 ; 


(e) the periods for which each of the police employees of this post 
remained absent from the village post for reasons other than 
those mentioned in part (d) above upto 28. 2. 50? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava.: (a) Yes. From 1. 12. 1949. 


(b) (i) 1 Assistant Sub Inspector, 5 Foot Constables including 1 Foot 
Constable on account of contingency reserve. 


(ii) 1 Assistant Sub Inspector and 4 Foot Constables excluding one 
Foot Constable on account of contingency reserve who remained 
posted in the District Police Lines. 


(c) Whole of the period since posting. 
(d) Nil. 
(e) Nil. 


RNR ements tireewe arinin 


POLICE POST IN TOWN SUR SINGH, PATTI TEHSIL 


447. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state :— ; 


(a) whether any punitive police post has been quartered at Town 
Sur Singh, Tehsil Patti, district Amritsar ; if so since when ; 


(b) the sanctioned strenth of the police force posted there ; 


(c) actual strength of the police force which remained posted during 
each month ; 


(d) the period for which each of the police employees posted at this 
post remained absent from duty in this town in connection with 
the cases of this village registered at the local police statiou, 
Bhikhiwind, and other police stations in which the inhabitants 
of this town were involved, since his posting to this post upto 
28. 2. 1950; 


(e) the period for which each of the police employees of this post 
‘ remained absent from his duty for reasons other than those 
G ith: mentioned in part (d) above upto 28. 2. 1950? 
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The hon. Dr, Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) Yes. From 1. 11. 1949, 


(b) 1A.S.1.,1H.C. and 9 F.Cs, including 1 F.C. on account of con- 
tingency reserve. 


(c) 1A.S.1., 1 H.C. and 8 F.Cs. excluding 1 F.C. on account of con- 
tingency reserve who remained posted in the District Police 


Lines. 
(d) Nil. 
(e) Nil. 


„un amea antes 


QUASI PERMANENT ALLOTMENT OF LAND AT VILLAGE VARNALA 


448. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Rehab litation 
Le pleased to state :— 


(a) whether the allotment of land at v age Vernala, Tehsil Patti, 
District Amritsar has been completed under the quasi permanent 
schemes ; 


(b) the grade of the land of this village»; 


(c) whether any land-owners of village Theh Shekham, Tehsil Kasur 
district Lahore (Pakistan) were Mlotted land in this village 
temporarily during the year 1947-48 ; if so, their total number 
and grade of the land of village Theh Shekham referred to 
above ; 


(d) whether any of the persons referred to in part (c) above have 
been. disturbed as a result of the review of cases ; if so, their 
number and the reasons therefor ; 

(e) whether these disturbed persons were allotted land permanently ; 


(f) whether any new persons who were neither the temporary 
allottees nor the local colonists have been allotted land in this 
village as a result of review of the allottment of land ; if so, 
their number and the reason for doing so in each case ; 


(g) whether any of the persons referred to in part (d) above, submitt- 
ed representation to the Additional Deputy Commissioner, 
Amritsar protesting against their disturbance ; if so, the action 
-taken by the authorities concerned ? | 


The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: (a) Yes, 


(b) Ist. 

| Yes. Their number was 17. Grade of Treh Shekham . Ist. 
(d) No. | 

(e) Does not arise. 

(f) No. 

(g) No, 


i Ca, ee ee 
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REINSTATEMENT OF DISPLACED MUSLIM EMPLOYEES OF 
GURGAON DISTRICT 


449, Pandit Jiwan Lal : Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to state: — 


(a) the number of muslims of Gurgaon district employed in different 
departments of the Government and the local District Boards 
who neither opted for Pakistan nor actually left India, but were 
displaced from their respective services in the communal distur- 
bances of 1947 ; 


(b) the number, names fand description of those, if any, who have 
, since been reinstated ; if not, whether the Government intend 
to reinstate them and if so, in what order ; S 


X \ 


\ 
(c) the number of those who have been paid their arrears of pay for | 
‘the period for which they worked prior to being displaced ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) 79. (b) 43 as per list attached." 
The questicn of employment of the remaining persons is under the considera- 
tion of the various departments concerned. (c) 39 have been paid. The 
question of payment to the remaining persons is receiving the attention of 
the departments concerned. 


HODAL BHADAS ROAD IN THE GURGAON DISTRICT 


450. Pandit Jiwan Lal: Will the hon. Minister for Public Works be 
pleased to state :— 


(a) whether the Government is aware of the fact that work on Hodal 
Bhadas Road was begun last year ; if so, the reasons for stop- 
page of the work thereon ; 


(b) the amount of money paid to the landowners as compensation for 
the Jand acquired for the road ; 


(c) the amount of compensation so far paid or arrears yet to be paid 
to the landowners in whose fields pits were dug to supply earth 
fo rthe road ? 


The hon. Captain Ranjit Singh : The attention of the hon. Member is 
drawn to the rcply given to starred question No. 1732! asked 
by Mehta Ranbir Singh. | 

THEFTS OF RAILWAY GOODS AT FARIDABAD AND BALLABGARH $ 
RAILWAY STATIONS ) 


451. Pandit Jiwan Lal: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased tọ 
state :—- 

(a) whether the Government is aware of the fact that frequent thefts 

on the running goods trains have occurred and also on those 

stopped at Faridabad and Ballabgarh Railway Stations of the 


T. eo 


(b) the number of cases registered, detected or convicted through the 
assistance of local police ; 

(c) whether it is a fact that a gang was unearthed behind these 
activities ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : (a) Yes. 


(b) A statement is laid on the table.* 
(c) No. 


ga O 


1Vide annexure. *kept in the Library. 
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DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 
EDUCATION, | 
os Minister for Education (The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh) : I move— 


| That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,78,60,200 be granted to the Governor 
hæ- to defrav the ‚charges that will come in course of payment for the 
vee 1950-51 in respect of Education. 


Mr. Speaker : Demand moved— 


That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,78,60,200 be grantet to the Governor 
to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year 
1950-51 in respect of Education. 


~ I have received 12 notices of cut motions. f will not take into account 
cut motions Nos. 13 and 14 as they were not received in time. Cut motion 
= No. 1 telates to a particular item and No. 2 suggests a token cut and raises a 
genera: discussion on the policy of the Government underlying this demand. 
a Following the previous practice, T would allow this cut motion to be moved. 


An hon. Member: Is there a y time limit, Sir ? 


“ Mr. Speaker : If the House agrees, I will allow 15 minutes to the mover 
of the motion and 10 minutes to others. 


Hon. Members: Yes, 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dut): I want to know, Sir, whether under the 
Rules any time limit can be fixed for amendments, resolutions and Bills? . 


| \~ Mr. Speaker: Yes it can be clone by leave of the House. 
| Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: I may point ont, Sir, that on amend- 


ments, resolutions and Bills a time limit can be fixed with the unanimous 
approval of the House and even if one member objects, it cannot be done. 


| Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: In view of the fact that the voice of 
| | the hon. Member is not reaching us on account of rain, is it possible to provide 
| a loud speaker ? 


\. Myr. Speaker: I shall see if that can be done. 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt (Ex. Member West Punjab Assembly 
i representing North-eastern Towns, General, Urban): q move—- 
i 


That the demand be reduced by Rs. 100/-. 


Sir, on the day when Budget was being discussed, I pointed out to the 
Government that the amount provided in the Budget for Educa- 


Sra 3 P.M. tion is comparatively much more than the provision made for 
, other beneficent departments. Such an objection carries weight 
= when we see that the amount provided for Education is 46 per cent of the total 


money allocated for beneficent departments for the next year, When I drew 
the attention of the Chief Minister to this fact, he said while replying to the 
debate that whenever the Government makes any achievement even it is 
subjected to criticism. I have never heard of such a ridiculous reply from any 
responsible Minister or the Chief Minister of a State Itis not the question 
whether Government has made any achievement in the. field of Education 
but the question really is why preference has not been shown to the various 
: beneficent departments in the allocation of funds. It is manifestly wrong 
a | to make disproportionate allocation of funds and the Government should make 
| endeavour to see how they can approach the poor peopie who are wallowing 

in poverty in order to do something for their economic upliftment. I would 

not have the least objection if perceptible expansion had been made in the 

Budget of the Education Department because I feel that education of. children 

is important for the future welfare of the State and the education of adults is 
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[Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt] 


particularly essential for the very existence of a young democracy. But I 
know that the Central Government has not even been able to launch the 
programme of the Post War Educational Development Scheme and has been 
compelled to make a revision of its programme thereby making considerable 
curtailment in the plans for educational expansion on atcount- of financial 
difficulties. I must subscribe to the view that ample funds should be spared 
for Education but at the same time I feel that the Government should make 
full assesment of the requirements of the State, determine the priority and 
work out proper allocatign and distribution of funds on equitable basis. 
For example, what is needed is to impart technical education to produce 
skilled workers in various arts and craft for cottage industries so that they 
may be able to earn a living wage. If money is spent for the establisment 
of technical Colleges, Government will at least. provide civilised living to 
hundreds of thousands of people of lower class and thus add to human welfare. 
It is, therefore, essential that the Government should make an adequate 
provision for the establishment of cottage industries. 


Sir, I am compelled to say that I am not at all satisfied by the 
reply given by the hon. Minister. Any how if he is prepared to appoint a 
committee, I would strongly suggest that it should go into the question of 
proportionate distribution of funds for the various beneficent departments. 
If this be not possible, there is no reason why we should not have recourse 
to raising additional revenues to` meet the needs of our different departments. 
Iam one of those who honestly believe that we have not yet exhausted 
all sources of income. It is wrong for some people to say that Government 
cannot lay hands on adequate funds. I think we can raise as much money 
as we like, introduce as many reforms and remove as many complaints as 
we desire. Asa matter of fact some of my friends are not aware that the 
Resources and Retrenchment Committee which was set up by the Government 
sometime back gave very useful suggestions. Unfortunately the report of 
this Committee is not yet ready and that is why it could not be presented 
to the House otherwise the House would have known that there are numerous 
ways of adding to our revenues. I very well know that there are-men who 
have a habit of opposing whenevera new tax is imposed or an increase in 
some existing tax is effected. We will have to educate them on proper lines. 
There might have been some justification in avoiding taxation when we were 
ruled by foreign rulers but that time is over and we are a free people now. 
The present Government is our own and every pie that we give will be 
spent for our good. We should no longer conceal our sources of income 
with a view to deceive the Government. But the pity is that this Government 
has not taken any steps to change the old mentality of the people. If and 
when it is changed I dare say that there are so many sources in our State 
which can be tapped for raising more money. It we fail to add to 
our income J have no doubt that the future of our education may be very dark. 


Sir, I do admit that we have progressed in certain matters so far as 
our education is concerned and we are thankful to the education Department 
to that extent as not to do so will be an act of ingratitude on our part. Our 
province or State was a mutilated province. We have left our educational 
centres like the University, Government College, Mission College and so many 
other Colleges behind at Lahore. We had to establish a new University and 
new Colleges and for this work, I have the pleasure to offer my sincere 
_ thanks to the Government and its Education Department. But here there 
is one thing which should not be lost sight of. I am greatly disappointed to 
find that greater benefits could have accrued to our people if funds set apart 
for education had been properly utilised. A lot of money appears to have 
been wasted in the Department. Grants-in-aid have been given to some 
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colleges which did not deserve and some very important things have been left 


undone. There are salaries of some officers which we cannot touch and what 
pinches me most is the difference between the salaries of the various 
professors. Some are paid something like three thousand rupees where others 
do not get even three hundred rupees a month. I don’t think anybody can 
explain away such a colossal difference. lf such conditions continue in our 
province it may not be possible for us tomake any considerable progress in 
the field of education. The countries which are today leading the world 
do their best to keep their workers pleased. If we take the example of Russia 
we find that there even an unskilled manual worker is paid something like 
250 or 300 roubles a month, Here not to talk of unskilled men even highly 
educated people who are responsible for educating our youth, in which I 
include the moulding of their character, are given a despicable wage. I 
certainly do not agree with the Government if it thinks that the amelioration 
of the condition of teachers in private schools and colleges is not its concern.’ 

It is the duty of the Government to see that the private schools and colleges 
conform to the standards set by the Government in Government schools and 
colleges. There is no reason why the teachers in whatever schools or colleges 
they work should not get enough to keep their flesh and bones together 
particulary when they work hard from morning toevening doing practicals 
and teaching evening classes I am ina position to say that many of them: 
are better educated and more informed than even us ligislators. They 
certainly deserve much better treatment than we are giving them. These 
poor people are making representation after representation and so many 
deputations wait on the Ministers but no body pays any heed to their 
demands. I am giving timely warning to the Government and it should take 
stock of the situation immediately. I would request the hon. Minister for 
Education who is fortunately present in the House to see that the disparity 
of. income of the teachers is removed at once. I dare say that if the 
Government fails in this task these very teachers who are victims of injustice 
will take things in their own hands and set the principle of unequal- 
distribution right. l 


Sir, when we were carrying on our fight for independence we asked 
our students to come out of the schools and colleges as the education that 
was being imparted to them was useless, but I am grieved to ety that the same 
old dirty sytem of education is still being pursued. 


A few days back, the hon. Chief Minister paid a visit to Amritsar. In 
the course of his speech there, he said that the present system of education 
was very defective. On reading his speech, I wondered why the Chief Minister, 
who was the Head of the Government and had full power did not change the 
system if he considered it to be unsuitable and defective. It is most regrett- 
able that he should feel a certain thing to be wrong but still he does not 
change it. 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh: It is really very regrettable. 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: Sir, my hon. Friend completed his 
education long ago His sons too might have taken to some work after 
receiving their education but he should be concerned with the education 
of all the children of his village. 


Nothing has been done to adopt some mick system of education by 
which the new generation might be educated according to the Indian civlis- 
ation. In this connection, I wish to refer to the system of examinations 
prevalent in our schools and colleges. This is most unsuitable and requires 
to be immediately changed. All the educationists are unanimous in 
this respect. _ 
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Mr. Speaker: One minute more. 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: You would perhaps remember Sir, that . 
in the old Assembly, one of the members spoke on his motion for full three j 
hours. I should be permitted to mention about the main questions connected 
with this Department. 


I was submitting, Sir, that the system of education should be completely 
changed. The University Commission appointed by the Government of 
India under the chairmanship of Dr. Radhakrishnan has already recommended 
in the reforms suggested by it that the system of examinations should be 
completely changed. The present system causes a great strain on the 
brains of the students and keeps them under constant fear. Quarterly. 
examinations are held in every school and the promotion or failure ofa 
student should depend on the results of all these examinations taken together. 
The marks obtained by a student in all the house examinations should be 
totalled for determining the success or failure of a student. 


Mr. Speaker: I have already allowed the hon Member to speak for 
five minutes more than his normal time. 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: On a point of order, Sir. I consider 
it my constitutional right to be permitted to speak without any time limit. 
Previously also the mover of a resolution or a motion had been permitted 
to speak without any restriction of time. I request you to give your 
considered ruling on this point because | feel that I cannot be asked to 
resume my seat. If you order me to sit down, I shall certainly obey, but 
I shall treat it as your order and not a ruling. I have requested you to 
give your ruling because such a situation arises every now and then. No | 
member can discuss any department of the Government properly, if he is not , 
permitted to speak for more than fifteen or twenty minutes. 


Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member's time is up. 


-> 


| Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt; Sir, | pointed out at the very comm- 
' encement of my speech that under the rules no time limit can be fixed for 
amendments, resolutions and Bills. 

7 


W. Mr. Speaker: If I had interpreted the rules strictly, the hon. Member 
would not have been allowed to move his cut motion. Strictly speaking 
it was Mehta Ranbir Singh who should have been allowed to speak 
first. But as the past practice of raising discussion on the general policy of 
the Government underlying the demand before the House was approved by 
the House and following the sense of the House I allowed the hon. Member 
to move his cut motion. As regards the time limitit was fixed in accorda- 
ance with the wisi of the House. [I have already given the hon. Member 5 
minutes more since he was championing the cause of teachers. 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt : That means that you have not given 
any ruling on the point raised by me. If you order me to resume my seat- 
that is another thing, but in the absence of any ruling I would like to 
continue my speech., 
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\- Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member knows it very well that an established 
convention is being followed of allowing a debate to be raised onthe general 
policy of the Government and the. strict interpretation of the rules is bein 
relaxed. If the House wants me to follow the rules strictly, I shall be glad 
to do so. In that case the House will not be able to discuss the general policy 
of the Government andI will ask the hon. Member whose cut motion 
appears first on the order paper to move his motion. Today .it was Mehta 
Ranbir Singh who should have been allowed to move his motion and not 
the hon. Member who is now speaking. 


Chaudhri Krishoa Gopal Dati: I seek your guidance, Sir, on the 
particular point raised by me as to whether the Speaker constitutionally and 
under the rules is authorised to ask any Member to discontiuue his speech 
while moving an amendment or a resolution ora Bill. It isa practice in 
the House of Commons that if the House wants to fix atime limit on these 
occasions, it can be done by the unanimous wish of the House and not a single 
Member objecting to it. 


t- Mr Speaker: I know there are occasions when approval of the whole 
House is necessary. But in this case as I have repeated more than once, 
the House wanted that priority of cut motions might be disregarded and 
only that cut motion which sought to raise a discussion on the general policy 
of the Government should be allowed. The other day the policy of 
Grow-More-Food was discussed although there were other items in the demand 
also but the Members who had given notices of cut motions on other items 
did not press their motions. Simiulrly the Rehabilitation policy of the Govern- 
ment was discussed. The hon. Member is unecessarily laying stress on 
the strict interpretation of the rules. I would ask him torespect the wish 
of the House and not press for his right to continue his speech. If he does 
so, other hon. Members will also press for their right and there will be no end 
to that. 


Demand under consideration, amendment moved :— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/—. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh (Ludhiana and Ferozepore, General, Rural) 
(Hindustani) : Sir, it is for the first time after India became an independent 
Sovereign Republic, that we are discussing the demand for education. We 
have to look at this demand in the light of our being a free nation. Freedom 
in the real sense means freedom from hunger, freedom from fear, freedon 
from ignorance and freedom from disease. We have to look at this demand 
from the point of view of freedom from ignorance. If the policy of the 
Government is to make the rich, richer and the poor poorer and to give 
more facilities to the urbanites, surely we are heading again towards slavery 
and not towards freedom. I have deeply thought over this matter and have > 
compared the situation jin our state with that obtaining in other states. 
I find that people here are heavily burdened with taxes while they are not 
given adequate facilities for the education of their children. Bombay 
Government spends 17 per cent of the total revenue receipts on education 
and Madras Government spends 18 per cent of the total revenue receipts on 
education. On the other hand, our own Government spends slightly more 
than 11 percent of the total budget on education. And then this amount 
is so divided that only a small part is spent on the education o general 
public. Out of this total amount only fifty per cent’ will be spent on primary 
education and the rest will be spent on college and secondary education, 
and the University. The Bombay Government, on the other hand, spends 
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61 percent of the total amount earmarked for education, on primary 
education and Madras Government spends 62 per cent of the total amount 
in that direction. Now, Sir, you can wellimagine how our Government 
which professes to follow the ideals of Mahatma Gandhi, is actually 
exploiting his name. 


v Mr. Speaker : No such remarks, please. 


- Mehta Ranbir Singh: I am conscious of the fact that our Government 
is faced with d fficuities. But our national leader Mahatma Gandhi has also 
given us the talisman of all difficulties. I would quote him :— 


I give you a talisman whenever you are in doubt. When self becomes 
too much with you try the following experiment. Recall the face of the 
poorest and the most helpless ma : whom vou have seen and ask your- 
scit if the step you contemplate is going to be of anv use tohim. Will 
he be able to gain in any way control over his own life and destiny 
In other words, will it leid to swaraj or se!f rule for the hungry and 
also spiritually starved millions of your country. Then you will find 
yew doubts and self melting away. 


Sir, it is understandable that the Government has financial difficulties. 
But these difficulties are of its own creation because large sums have been 
earmarked for General Administration, at the cost of Beneficent Departments. 
And whatever little is earmarked for those departments is not properly spent. 
There is a propsoal for starting a Government college at Hissar. I am at a 
loss to understand why the local people of that place should not realise 
their duty towards their children. They can start a private college over 
there. Itis perhaps due to the fact that three hon. Ministers belong to 
Hissar.. But the hon. Members will agree with me that behind this move 
is working a Bania mentality due to which people do not realise their duty 
to their children ; 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh: This district has contributed largest share of 


sold:ers for the Military. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : People who realise their duty make efforts to 
start private colleges even in rural areas. I know of two such instances. 
One college has been started in my own district in a village called Sadhar 
and the other at Mahilpur in Hoshiarpur district. 


Sir, another thing to which I wish to draw the attention of the hon. 
Members is that the building of the Government High School Hissar has 
been shifted to Dalhousie. 


An hon Member: It is not the building but the school that has been 
shifted. (Laughter) | 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Sir, what I wish to say is that the school could 
have been shifted toa place where it would have been more useful. For 
instance it could go to some rural place in Ferozepore. That district is pay- 
ing more Jand revenue and so it should have been provided with this amenity. 
But this has not been done. Here I should say a Punjabi proverb aptly 
applies. 
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-= Thave little time at my disposal; still I would appeal to the hon. Chief 
Minister that more attention should be paid to the education of those from 
whom Wwe get a major portion of the revenues, He has the finances of the 
State at his disposal. He may spend it in any way he likes. But my 
submission is that the distribution should be fair. More attention should be 
paid to millions of poor persons whose contribution to the revenues is the 
largest. The poor villagers are unable to help themselves as compared with 
the compartively well-placed people of the cities They left to themselves 
cannot provide educational and such other facilities to their children. So it 
devolves upon the Government to see that the common man is provided with 
all sort of facilities. My submission is that the money that we obtain from 
the people in the form of land revenues etc. should be iepaid to them in a 
better way and the distribution should be just and fair. The Government 
should spend as little as possible on administration. Targe portions of money 
should be spent for the benefit of the masses, 


Sir, it is a well-known fact that our country is steeped in ignorance. 
In this connection I wish to state my experience in Simla. A few days back 
when I was walking on a road I found a person throwing grams before monkeys 
and crows. I had a talk with him and he told me that he was doing so 
because he held the crows and monkeys, in high esteem. And also as an 
‘upat (3914), to keep the Government safe. Such ignorance and superstition 


exist. And I consider it to be the duty of the State to try to remove it by 
giving education to the people at large. Superstitions exist where there is no 
education. So more attention should be paid to educate people. 


Sardar Ishar Singh Mujhail (Amritsar North, Sikh, Rural) (Punjabi) : 
Sir, I feel that of all the departments that have come under discussion in 
the House, Education Department is the most important one. Because it is 
by this department that we have to make or unmake the future of our State. 
The amount spent on education is properly spent. But we should see that 
educational facilities are provided in all parts of the country. There is no 
doubt that provisions are made in the Budget for education and some 
funds have been provided for this department. But considering the import- 
ance of this department the provisions do not seem to be sufficient. I wish 
to submit that the population of our state is ', 21, 8!, 708. The amount 
that is spent on education, including primary and college education is rupees 
1, 78, 60, 200. That means that we will be spending only rupee one anda 
half per person on education. This isa very meagre amount as compared 
with other countries. The number of villages in our state is 15573 and the 
number of schools is 2898. The result is that for a populationof 4204 we have 
got one primary school. For girls the number cf primary schools is 990 which 
means that for a population of 12305 we have one primary girls school. 


- From these facts and. figures we can judge that if the progress of education 


in the state goes on with this slow speed how long will it take to give 
primary education to all the persons in our State. I feel that the Govern- 
ment would say that there is the difficulty of finances. But I think the 
people OF Punjab would be glad if their Government decides that education 
will be given to them all provided they agree to contribute towards its 
expenses. No Punjabi will have any objection tosuch a scheme. We will 
voluntarily agree to any education cess that might be imposed for the purpose. 


Here I wish to give vent to my feelings with regard toa decision that was 


arrived at sometime back in connection with education in the State. 
Without going into other aspects of the cecision I wish to submit that the so 
called Sachar Formula has not been put into practice. There is no doubt 
that it did not meet the points of view of some people. But still my 
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submission is that the decision which has received the consent and good 
wishes of Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru and Sardar Patel has not been put 
into practice. No efforts have been made to introduce the principles of 
téathlhg tpon which it is based. So long as no decision is arrived at with 
fegard to the language throtigh which education is to be given to a child no 
progress worth the name can be made. I strongly appeal that this decision 
whether good or bad should be immediately put into practice. 


__ Anotheé thing to which I wish to draw the attention of the House is 
with regard to the poli¢y that is teing followed by the education department 
in the matter of Text Books: No one likes the present policy. It is a matter 
of surprise that the ‘no change ban’ is still in force No one can deny that 
new books are available in the market and they are quite good. I wish to 
submit that the complaint of the education department that no books are 
available is quite wrong so far as Punjabiis concerned. I know and thé 
Education Department is also aware of the fact that in Punjabi there are 
many new sets which have been shown to the Advisory Board for approval. 
Many sets have been published for use in the libraries. I regret to bring it 
to the notice of the House that no proper attention is paid to the need for 
new and up-to-date books for use in the schools and libraries. There are 
some vested interests who wish to keep their hold and who do not want any 
change in this direction. 


Well, Sir, the doubts which I have given expression to on the floor 
of the House, are not unfounded. I can adduce positive proofs in support 
of them. I would draw the attention of the House toa circular issued by 
the Inspector of Schools, Ambala Division, on April 1, 1949, to all the Head- 
masters of schools that they must adopt in their schools certain courses of 
instruction published by certain publishers and any contravention of the 
orders would involve them into trouble. Let me quote the exact words of 
the circular. It [inter alia says that “any schools violating the orders will 
be liable for severe action.’ Consequently the headmasters of even private 
schools were compelled to prescribe the same text books which the Education 
Department wanted them. The action of the Department was tantamount to 
extension of patronage to certain publishers who made money out of the 
books which the department had ordered to be prescribed. They charged 
prices out of all proportion to the cost and exploited the advantage conferred 
on them by the Education Department. In this connection I would draw 
the atenation of the House toan extract appearing in the Tribune of 
August 6, 1949 on the subject. It is as follows :— | 


“Private schools that enjoy the privilege of prescribing books other than 
- text sometimes lend themselves to exploitation by interested parties. 
In a local school here, for instance one book cn English Grammar 
brought out by a Delhi publisher was prescribed for the students of the 
ninth class and another book on the same subject by the same publis- 
her was prescribed for the same students when they were promoted to 
the tenth class, regardless of the fact that either book was meant to 
cover the entire matriculation cOurse. Between themselves both ca 
the students’ parents between Rs. 8/- and Rs. 9/-. It is a notorious 
fact that these subsidiary books are seldom used for class work but are 
prescribed more to cblige the publisher or the author or both.” 


This extract speaks volumes how publishers are made to loot the poor 
parents of the students. I think the Education Department cannot tring 
about progress in the country if this state of affairs continues. I would 
request the Government to go carefully into the matter and set things right. 
Then I have to invite the attention of the Government to the miserable 


-e 


} 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 


EDUCATION (13:41 


plight of those refugee writers who eke out their living by writing books and 
selling them after publication. In this connection I would make a mention 
of Sardar Karm Singh Gangawala. Books written by him were approved by 
the Education Department of the North West Frontier Province and were 
prescribed in the schools there. His case has been before the Education 
Department of this State for the last one year, but no decision has been 
arrived at so far by the authorities. I fail to understand when his books had 
been on the approved list of the N W. F. P. Education Department, what 
is the obstacle in the way of our Education Department to approve them. 
I hope the Government would pay a sympathetic consideration to the case 
of such writers. 


Then I must bring to the notice of the Government the miserable 
condition of the teachers in this State. This question has been before the 
Government several times, but I am constrained to remark that nothing 
tangible has so far been done to ameliorate their poor lot I may point out 
that now a days when certain political parties and Trade Unions can create 
difficultics for the Government, the teachers in whose hands lies the moulding 
of the character of children and young boys, can bring about revolution. in 
the country by feeding these youngsters on certain philosophies which aim 
at eradicating poverty from the country. I would impress upon the Govern- 
ment the desirability of taking effective measures to better the hard lot of 
these teachers, and make them contented. 


Besides this, there is an important matter to which I want to draw the 
pointed attention of the hon. Minister in charge of Education portfolio. The 
schools in the border areas are having very bad time Their financial 
‘position is very weak. They go from door to door to collect funds and run 
the institutions, but it is very hard for them to pullon. They deserve the 
immediate attention of the Government in the matter of financial assistance. 
I hope Government would consider their case sympathetically and extend 
adequate financial help to them. 


Then I want the Government to make liberal grants to the educational 
institutions like the Lyallpur Khalsa College Jullundur. to enable them to 
rehabilitate themselves. It goes to their credit that they are continuing 
without Government help. But this does not mean that they should break 
before Government extend a helping hand to them. I would request the hon. 
Minister for Education to give financial aid to them out of the amount of 
rupees three lakhs earmarked for the purpose. With these words I close my 
remarks. 


Sardar Bachan Singh (Ludhiana Central, Sikh, Rural) (Punjab): Mr. 
Speaker, I may point out that 235577 boys and 89400 girls are 
studying in our primary schools. If we add them the total comes to 314977. 
But this total is one sixth of the number of children who should actually be 
reading in the primary schools. when the population of the State of punjab 
is kept in view. In other words the percentage of children in primary schools 
comes to something over 16 per cent. Now, Sir, for this purpose our Govern- 
ment gives financial aid to the local bodies to the tune of 38 lakhs. But if 
we desire that every child of the punjab should become literate, 
it would mean that Government would have to provide money 
six times the amount which is at present being earmarked for the 
primary education. But from the attitude of the Government, we find 
that it is- inclined more to provide educational facilities to the 
urban than the rural people. It is no exaggeration if I say that Government 
and their officers are devoting more attention to the educational uplift of the 
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urban people than the dumb millions inhabiting the rural afeas. I am in 
possession of figures which clearly show that the number of primary schools 
as it used to be during the British regime, has dwindled down under the 
present administration. Besides, when I hear that Government intend to 
change the very system of education, which was prevalent under the British, 
I seriously begin to think how this is going to happen. In what manner 
Government will succeed to achieve this end ? Then, we hear that a model 
school for basic training has been opened at Jagraon and the number of 
students admitted there, is sixty, ana that the scheme of the Government 
is to set up such like 25 institutions in the punjab. According to their calcu- 
ation Hissar will be next venue for opening a school of this type and in this way 
their intention is to open such training schools at the rate of one every year. 
Keeping this calculation in view one can safely arrive at the conclusion that 
it will take the Governmnnt at least 100 years to introduce compulsory 
education in the punjab, [n other words we can say that that happy day 
will come after a century when every rural person will become literate to 
the standard of primary education at least. Now, Sir, in England, Russia or 
America, they do not have primary education course extending to four years 
only. They have their elementary education systems which extend to eight 
years. Here they differ from us. Besides, the children are given free and 
compulsory primary or elementary education. Not only this. In England 
and America arrangements exist for the provision of free medical aid, milk etc. 
to the indigent children. It is being said that India has constituted itself 
into an Independent Sovereign Republic. Sir, through you, I would like to 
bring this point home to the hon. Minister for Education and the Director 
of Public Instruction who is aiso present in the official gallery that they 
have not so far formulated any programme or scheme by which they could 
prove that during these few years they have succeeded in imparting primary 
education to the ignorant rural masses. I say this from my experience that 
the education whether primary, basic or elementary that is being imparted 
in the schools of our State has not been in the least instrumental in making 
a pupil literate in the true sense of the word Even if real education upto 
Ath primary were given and if the whole of the income of our State were 
spent on imparting such education to our ignorant masses, I think nobody 
would have objected to it. But I am really constrained to remark that 
some of my hon. Friends complain that more money has been provided for 
education. Perhaps they do not know what is happening in the world out- 
side. They are unmindful of the fact that medical Science has been Social- 
ized in the progressive countries of the world. Other countries have made 
rapid strides in the construction of roads. If I remember aright the road 
mileage comes to 4 miles in every square mile land. So far as our countary 
in general and our State in particular is concerned, I wish to point out that 
no such arrangements exist here. On the one hand we find such conditions, 
while on the other we find some hon. Members in favour of imposing 
different types of cesses. I live with the people of rural areas. I know their 
difficulties full well. These poor people know that the local.rates in the 
district boards have been doubled. What I wish to point out is this that 
we cannot and will not succeed in giving education to people by employing 
such tactics. 


Now about the colleges. May I know as to how many colleges and 
secondary schools are there in our State ? So far as the European schools 
are concerned, poor peeple cannot afford to send their children to such 
schools. These schools have become just like business concerns and the 
- managing Committees have begun making money from such schools. They are 
carrying on their business and are thus making huge profits. What we have tu 
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see in this connection is this : whether any arrangements exist for imparting 

education to the general public. Ifa State does not guarantee to educate 

its masses, then in that State there can be no difference between slavery 

; and freedom. If we compare our condition with other States, we will find 

that Madras with a population of about 5 crores and 3 lakhs has a revenue 

of about 55 crores. In our State which is a backward State and the financial 

position of which is very unsound, the average tax percentage is Rs13/- per 

head in comparison to Rsll/. per head in Madras. It is being said that the 

resources of our State where one-third of its papulation consists of refugees 

I have not been tapped and that if it had been done, it would have been 

possible to levy more taxes. Pehaps my hon. Friends holding this view 

are unmindful of the fact that poor people are already over-burdened with 

the taxes and and it would not be fair tu oppress them with more and 

. more taxes. [am of the opinion that our Government is sleeping over 
these matters of vital importance. 


If my hon. Friends were to study the Budget they would find that a 
sum of Rs. 1,78,00,000, has been ear-marked for education and Rs. 2,48,00,000. 
for police. (An hon. Member: That is meant for defence). Parhaps the hon 
Member does not know that police does not come under the defence, it is the 
army which comes under defence and not-the police. In the State of Madras 
in 1947 —1948 a sum of Rs. 6,99,00,000 was provided for education and 
Rs. 3,98,00,000 for police. It is clear from this that there existed a differance 
of three crores of rupees only between the expenditure on police and education. 
In the State of Bombay in 1948—49 a sum of Rs. 5,93,00,000 was earmarked 
for police and Rs. 7, 93,00,009 for education. If we compare 
the State of Madras with our State we will find that prohibi- 
tion has been enforced there very strictly while our State derives an income 
of crores of rupees from liquor and opium. It is the biggest sacrifice on the 
part of the Madras Government to lose its revenue to the tune of rupees 16 
crores by introducing prohibition in the State. In spite of this great 
loss, the Madras Government has made a provision of Rs. 10,00,00,000 for 
education out of its total revenue of Rs. 55,00,00,000. It is crystal clear from 
this that the Madras Government is spending one-fifth of its total revenue on 
education. On the other hand we find that our State has provided a sum 
of Rs. 1,78,00,000 on education out of its total revenue of Rs. 16,18,00,000. So 
far as the urbanites are concerned, they can well afford to spend on the 
education of their children. There will hardly be any children from amongst 
the urbinites who find it difficult to receive education in the schools. My 
hon. Friends should not be surprised to hear that there are about one lakh 
and seventy-seven thousand school going children in rural areas while there 
are as many as 2 lakhs and thirtyfive thousand school going children in 
urban areas in our State. I would like to bring this point home to my hon. 
Fiiends that in our State 13% of the total population live in the urban 
areas while 87°% live in rural areas. There are 30% school-going children in 
urban areas and 70% in rural areas. In spite of all these facts we do not 
find any adequate arrangements for schools in the villages. It is really a 
pity that the Government has not made any arrangements for opening schools 
in the rural areas. When we do not find any primary school in a rural area, 
; we get very much disappoirted. The people of the rural areas lay much 


stress on this point that adequate arrangements should be made for the 
education of their children. 


gi (At this stage Shri Dev Raj Sethi rose to speak.) 
Chaudbri Lahri Singh: Now the hon. Member, who happens to be a 
bachelor will speak for the education of children. 
Shri Dev Raj Sethi: I will speak for your 14 children. (Laughter), 
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Shri Dev Raj Sethi (Ex-Member, West Punjab Assembly representing 
Lyallpur and Jhang, General, Rural) (Hindustani) : Sir, I have 
4 P.M. studied the budgetery figures regarding education In this 
connection I would like to invite the attention of 
the hon. Members in general and the hon, Minister for Education 
in particular to a few points. My _ hon, Friends know it full well | oOo ~ 
that there were as many as 29 districts in the United Punjab. In our State | 
of Punjab we have only 13 districts. If we take the case of the offlcers at 
top of the Education Department into consideration, we will find that besides 
the D.P.I. we have two Deputy Directors. We also find one Registrar of 
Departmental Examinations. Similarly on the Inspectorate side we find some 
posts of Divisional Inspectors. In my opinion except the Director of 
Public Instruction who can manage the educational institutions 
in our State comprising 13 districts only, there seems to be no 
necessity to make provision for two Deputy Directozs. Similarly we do not 
find any necessity to have Registrar of Departmental Examinations and if | a 

this post is abolished, this work can safely be entrusted to the remaining 2 ! 

or 3 Registrars. ' 


Then, Sir, a provision of Rs. 19, 960 has been made in the Budget (page 
269) for 1950-51 for granting scholarships to European students. Last year, 
the provision for this item was of the order of Rs. 14,050. This means that 
it is now proposed to increase it by about Rs. five thousand. I wonder 
what is the object ot the Government in continuing this provision, when the 
population of Europeans in this province is probably no more than a dozen 
families. 


Another item that has attracted my attention is the disparity between 
the sums earmarked for Boy Scouts Association and the Hindustan Scouts 
Association. I wonder why this discrimination is being perpetuated. I 
can’t see the wisdom of having two parallel organizations. It is rather 
surprising that our Government should show preferential treatment to the 
Baden-Porvell-sponsored association which was during the British regime 
responsible for many anti-national activities such as honouring the Union Jack 
and neglecting the national flag andsoon. Then there is another item about 

| which I profess to know nothing, viz, the provision for young Farmers’ club. 
I wonder for what purpose this item is being uttized and is proposed to be 
| utilized in future. I don’t know what are these clubs for. I wish my friends 
coming from rural areas could enligiten me on the subject. I would like 
| to know how these clubs have any connection with the Education Department. 


Then, Sir, a very paltry sum has been provided for schemes of mass 
literacy and adult education. If we continue spending this much for the — 
removal of illiteracy, I am afraid Sardar Bachan Singh’s view that it will 
not be possible to do so even in hundred year’s time will hold good. Sir, it 
is really disappointing to see such a small sum being provided for this 
stupendous task It appears that the Government is not at all alive to the 
| importance of this issue. The conditions in our country to-day are very 
' analogous to those obtaining in Russia after the Revolution. In spite of so ' 
| many difficulties, handicaps, such as hostility of foreign powers, financial 
collapse, political and economic instability, Russia worked a miracle ina 
span of ten years, by succeeding in makiag its whole population literate, 
whereas at the time of the revolution, hardly 10 percent of its population 
could read and write. Given the determination and the necessary will-power, 
why can’t we succeed, where Russia has succeeded ? After all, our circum- 
stances today are not as bad as those of Russiain 1917, when its very 
orif vin ndependence was in danger due to foreign aggression. When we compare 
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the snail speed at which we are moving, with the miracle brought about by 
Russia mn 10 years, our heads hang down in shame. We shall have to accelerate 
our pace, if we have to get to our due place among the progressive nations. 


Now, Sir, a few words about the education of women In this 
connection, I want to draw the attention of the Government to a very im- 
portant matter. In the whole of the Ambala Division, there is not a single 
college for women. Even in the whole of the province, there are hardly two 
or three women colleges for higher education. The Government must increase 
the number of women colleges, if it wants the cause of female education 
to advance. | 


ĮI am in perfect agreement with the views expressed by my hon. Friend 
Sardar Ishar Singh Mujhail regarding the importance of education to the 
citizens of a democratic country. It is a pity our system of education 
continues to be the same as under the British rule. In all its essentials, it 
has still as its basis Macaulay's Despatch on educational policy, which had 
as its chief aim the imparting of knowledge of English language to the 
young men of this country with a view to fit them for clerical posts under > 
the Government. Our schools and colleges are even to-day no better than 
factories for the mass production of clerks. While on the other side 
of the river Jumna, so many changes have been introduced inthe methods 
of education and the text books, unfortunately in this State education is still 
continuing along the old grooves. There is no change in the contents of the 
text books, no effort to give them a national tinge by choosing the lives of 
national heroes as subjects. We still find the ‘Maulvi’s ghora, ‘Panditji’s bahli’ 
and such like topics, in the text-books taught to the children of this province, 
and nothing new. I feel, Sir, a revolutionary change in our system of educa- 
tion is the crying need of the hour. We need. to include inspiring subjects 
in text-books taught to our children. There is no dearth of intellect and 
talent in this country. Our people are in no way. less intelligent than the 
inhabitants of other countries. If Hitler could by directing the education 
of the Germans towards a particular direction and with a particular object 
in view, mould the charcter of the whole nation after his own pattern within 
a period of six years, in spite of financial difficulties, why can’t we bring 
about a metamorphosis in the ideology, outlook, and mental-make-up of 
our people as desired for and required by the political set-up that we have 
established by making India a ‘sovereign, Democratic Republic.’ 1. e. a people’s 
commonwealth ? But we cannot be successful, unless we have that clarity 
of vision and singleness of purpose which Lenin and Stalin brought to bear 
upon their mission. Itis to be regretted that we are to-day lacking both. 
Without these, we shall not be able to bring about a mental transformation in 
our people which they need so very urgently in order to show the right path to 
the world which is to-day torn asunder by the ideological conflict, and make 
some contribution to the solution of the problems that face it. The 
other day I had an exchange of views with the D. P. I. He fis also of 
the view that a radical change in our system of education is urgently called. for. 
The problem of removing illiteracy cannot wait for years, for lack of necessary 
funds. We must find ways and means of increasing the Government revenues 
and then make our plans for educating the illiterate people Our planning 
should aim at achieving the goal of Universal literacy within a period of ten 
years. Mere tinkering with the problem will not take us far. ‘ We must work 
with a missionary zeal and in a spirit of idealism to outlaw illiteracy from 
ouf state. Our approach should touch the fundamentals of the problem, 
if we have to succeed. 
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Shrimati Sita Devi (Ex-Member, West Punjab Assembly representing 
Eahore City, General, Women, Urban) (Hindustani : Sir; this Budget 
session of the Punjab Legislative Assembly i is the first session of the Assemly 
after India became a Republic, 1, therefore, think that this day is of great 


national importance. When 1 took up a copy of Budget I had imagined that 


the amount provided for Education this year would at least be double than 
the previous year but I was sorely disappointed when I did not find it as 
such. The elections to the Legislative Assembly of every State will in future 
be on the basis of adult suffrage. The need, therefore, is to educate the vast 
masses who will be enfranchised. In England when democratic system based 
on adult franchise was adopted, the Government directed all its efforts to 
spread educatioii among the masses. I have had a chance to read the 
Budget speech of the hon. Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh and I 
found that the Government had sanctioned the introduction of free 
compulsory primary education in municipal areas for five years. 
According to their scheme 22,000 schools to cover the whole State would be 
established in the course of ten years. In response to the public demand, 
nowever, the Government had to revise their plans and sanction-the establish 
ment of 4,400 primary schools per year. They have made a provision of 
rupees 44,000 in the current financial year and have begun to work in right 
earnest according to their plans. But I am sorry to say that very little has 
been done in our State, There are very few primary schools or middle schools 
in our State and facilites for Eaucation for girls are almost negligible. I have 
in my possession a pamphlet distributed by the publicity Department from 
which I would like to quote figures to show what progress has been made in the 
eld of education in our State, and particularly the education for girls. While 
2,889 primary schools are being run for boys, there are only 990 schools for 
girls. | 7 

Sardar Sniv Singh: Will the hon. lady Member be prepared to give up 
the school which is under her control? | 


-Shrimati'Sita Devi: Sir, the middle schools meant for boys are 1,048 
but for girls only 81. The high schools for boys are 292 and for girls only 34. 
Education fer adults is essentia] for democratic system based on adult 
franchise but in our State there are only 32 schools for men and 20 schools 
for women. This number includes private and Governmet controlled 
institutions. There are 6 training schools for boys and only 5 for girls. There 
are 33 Science Colleges for boys and only 4 for girls. 


Sardar Daiip Siogh Kang: But girls can read in boys colleges. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: To sum up, there-are in all 4,412 institutions 
for boys and only 1,300 for girls. The above mentioned figures will show what 
Government has done for the education of girls in the State. | Moreover, it 
should be the bounden duty of the Government to give more grants-in-aid to 
the disrupted colleges, but what I find is that Hans Raj Mahila College of 
Lahore has not been able to refunction here for want of accommodation 
though repeated requests have been made to the Government on behalf of 
the management. On the otber hand Bhargava College has been opened in 
Simla though there was already cne College to cater for the needs of the 
students. } would now like to quote the figures of grants-in-aid sanctioned to 
private colleges and Government Colleges in other States:— 


MADRAS 
-Grant-in-aid 
Government Colleges: 27 lakhs 
Private Colleges > - 12 lakhs 
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Government Colleges: 16 lakhs 
Private Colleges : 54 lakhs 


But in our State though there are a few private colleges, the Govern- 
ment gives a paltry sum in the form of grant-in-aid which will he evident 
from the following figures: 


Khalsa College, Amritsar Rs. 45,000 
Hindu Sabha College‘ Amritsar, Rs. 12,000 
D.M.College, Moga Rs. 6,000 


In response to public demand, the Government has now raised the limit 
to rupees three lakhs. I would make a sugge tion that if the Government 
really means to render substantial flnancial assistance to the disrupted colleges, 
it should not allow more than one college to function in a town. These 
colleges need more financial assistance from the Goverament, and if such help 
is not forth coming from the Government it is likely that some of them may 
collapse. The Gandhi Memorial College, Ambala has not so far received any 
grant-in-aid from the Government Now the Britisher has gone for ever and 
India has been made a Sovereign Democratic Republic. We should not 
hesitate to assimilate all that was good in the British rule but must bury all 
its defects deep into the ground. All those conventions that have descended 
upon us should not necessarily be adhered to. When we see the miserable 
plight of the teachers who are said to be nation builders, our eyes are filled 
with tears. They are in receipt of ridiculously low salaries ranging 
between Rs.40/- to Rs.50/- per-mensem with which it is well nigh impossible for 
them to make both ends meet. In these circumstances, they have perforce to 
supplement their income by taking recourse to tuition work with the result 
that the education of boys in the schools remains neglected. The teachers have 
been persistently clamouring for the revision of their grades and now in these 
days of high cost of living their patience has almost been exhausted by austere 
living. When the attention of the Government is drawn towards raising the 
salaries of teachers to a reasonable ‘level, it offen takes shelter behind the 
common plea of inadequacy of finance. But I carnot denv the injustice of 
the system of distribution of funds when I find that appreciable increase in 
the provision of grant has been made for the Deputy Directors of industries. 
I can anticipate the reply of the hon. Minister who would say that if economic 
position of the State appears slightly more hopeful, the Government would 
accept the demand of teachers. I can assure the hon. Minister that when the 
report of Resources and Retrenchment Committee comes before the Govern- 
ment and if it implements the recommendations made therein, there will be 
considerable improvement in the State’s finances and the monev so available 
can be usefuly spent on Education. 


Pandit Jiwan Lal (South-west Gurgaon, General, Rural) (Hindustani) : 
Sir, through you I wish to place my views about education before the House. 
The first thing in this connection is the fact that the teachers employed, in 
the various schools at present are not’ getting enough to make their both 
ends meet. The Government should consider this matter very sympatheti- 
cally. Secondly I wish to point out that the teachers who have to play the 
role of Gurus should before their appointment be given proper. training as 
without that they cannot and do not serve any useful purpose. On going 
round the villages many times I find that if actually only 30 students 
attend a school the teachers show forty-five on- their rolls. They: have a bad 
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` 


them; 


| have seen that if in a village there are four girls in a school there might be oné 
‘unimpressive teacher who does not know her job. She usually takes no 
‘pains to persuade the village women to send their daughters to school and 
this cannot be called a satisfactory state of affairs. In District Gurgaon there ys 
are about for'y or fifty girl schools and about 20 or 25 untrained teachers 
are working in them. Steps should immediately be taken to train them so 
that they are enabled to impart right kind of education including industrial ia 
education to our girls. These teachers should be required to keepa high 
standard of efficiency and morality that is required of a Guru. A Gurn 
should always be honest and capable of setting high standards of life for his 
or her pupils. It is true that the moral side of life was ignored by English | 
men while selecting teachers for our Education Department. They selectep | 
i only such persons as filled well in their imperial machinery But those days. 
| are gone. In the changed conditions we stand in need of teachers who have 
a genuine love for the country and its children. Now we should take parti- 
cular care to see that our teachers explain and impress upon our children 
the importance at Brahmcharya. In the old order there was of course no | 
place for Bhramcharya in schools and colleges but that should no longer be | 
tolerated in the country. . i 


l 

Sir, in my opinion we should give more care to our female education. I > | 
| 

| 

| 


SCORES eee a 


I have also to say a few words about technical and professional educa- 
tion. Sometimes [am grieved to find some youngmen educated upto the 
Middle Standard going about unemployed They go from door to door in 
search of service but cannot get it I suggest that Government should ! 
establish some industrial schools where our young folk may be able to get _ | 
some professional training. After such training they will not have any need ! 
of begging for service and shall at any rate be able to set up cycle or motor 
tepairing shops etc. Sir, I do not mean to take any more time of the House 
and shall in the end emphasise the importance of religious and moral educa- 
tion for the teachers and the taught. When the parents and the teachers | 
have given the right type of education to the children, all corruption in the . 
Government departments and the public life will stand liquidated. ` 


Master Gurbanta Singh (Jullundur, General, Rural, Reserved seat) 

(Punjabi) : Sir, I am surprised to find that provision in the Budget for the 

education of children is not larger than that of the last year. It would have 
| been better if more schools were established for groups of villages which at 
| present have only one school. On studving the Budget I find that in addition 
to three Directors provision has been made for 145 Inspectors. I am quite 
familiar with the work these Inspectors do and am in a position to say that 
in place of giving any guidance and advice to the teachers they render them 
| positive disservice by exacting ‘begar’ from them. ] personally know that the = 

village teachers have got to go every morning to the residences of the 
| Inspectors either to flatter them or to do some domestic work and are there- 
| fore invariably late in the school. There is hardly a village teacher who can 
go to the school punctually at 10 0’ clock. | 
v 
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tf they are asked not to do so, they say that their salaries are 
very low and they can increase their income in that manner only. I can say 
without fear of contradiction that in the villages the teachers do not reach 
their schools before 11 A.M. in winter and 8 A.M. in summer. I have asked 
the fnspectors of Schools several times to accompany me so that I could show 
them this state of affairs but they did not agree to do so because they were 
m- in the habit of taking forced labour from these teachers. They visit the schoọls 
only once in a year and on that occasion too they only enjoy the tea 
and dinner parties arranged in their honour by the village teachers. 
A teacher who flatters them gets good remarks while others get 
i unfavourable remarks. It is not proper to spend a huge sum of 
money on Inspectors. There is no necessity of such a large number of them. 
Then, Sir, I wish to point out that the Government does not pay proper 
attention to the necessity of providing sufficient educational facilities in the 

eal villages. It is said that a larger number of boys are reading in schools now. 


ig An.hon. Member: The Minister-in-charge also belongs to a village. 


Master Gurbanta Singh: It has been remarked, Sir, that the Minister 
belongs to a village. As soon as one becomes Minister, he comes to live ina 
city. Eighty percent of those Members who were elected by the rural 
people have settled in cities and towns. They have not the courage to visit the 
villages and face their electorate. 


Not only has the Government failed to make large provision for vernacu- 
lar and rural education, it has also reduced the amount spent on scholarships. 
The amount of money which used to be given to our children out of the Peasant 
Welfare Fund has also been reduced. Those hon. Members who live in cities 
are quite up-to-date while country-folk like Chaudhri Badlu Ram, Chaudhri 
Matu Ram and myself are simple people. When my hon. Friends like Master 
Kabul Singh shift to the cities and become members of Municipal Committees, 
they do not care to visit their villages to see the condition of the people 
living there. 


Then, Sir, I wish to point out that the number of primary and high 
schools in the villages is very small. All the new schools and colleges have 
been opened in the cities and nobody looks to the need of the rural people. 
A sum of twenty three lakhs of rupees has been provided for being given in the 
form of scholarships to the children of backward classes. Such schemes exist 


P only on paper. When we go to get our children admitted to a school, we are 
' told that the numberof students on its rolls is already very large and 
T that there is no more accommodation. If, somehow, one succeeds in getting 


his child admitted, he is turned out of the school after three months on the 

ground that he got plucked in the examination. No fee concession has been 

: given to at least seventy percent of Harijan children. The circulars issued by 
the Government for the remission of tuition fees of these children do not 

reach the village or District Board Schools. In the primary schools these 

fees are not remitted at all. As regards those children, who are studying 

in the fifth or high classes, the tuition fees of seventy per cent of them are 

not remitted. The Head-masters say that they send the necessary papers 

- to the Government but no action is taken on these. I asked the Director of 
Public Instruction to place these funds at the disposal of Inspectors so that 

they might sanction the grant of scholarships. Great difficulty is experienced 

in the matter of getting our children admitted to schools. The private schools 

do not pay the least attention to this matter, To me it appears that the 
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Government has no control on these schools. When the Government has issued 
an order that no tuition fees should be charged from Harijan children, the 
grant-in-aid of those schools which do not observe this order should be 


| 
| 

stopped. Nobody would accept sucha suggestion because the managing el- 
bodies of these schools have influence with one big officer or another. When | 

| I, enquired from the Principal of Jullundur College, why he did not as 


remit the fees of Harijan boys in his college, he replied that there were eight | 
. hundred students on the rolls of his college. According to the Government 
instructions, before a college could ask for aid in respect of Harijan students 

on its rolls, it had to remit the tuition fees of five percent students itself. The i 
Government gave aid in respect of the Harijans in excess of those five 

percent. In the case of his college he would have to remit the tuition fees ci 

forty students, which he was not prepared to do. I would request the 
Government to take action against those colleges which did not provide = 
free education to Harijan boys as ordered by it. | 


I also wish to point out that the Secretariat of the Education Depart- 
ment works at a very slow speed. The papers sent to it for the grant of 
scholarships keep lying there for months and in some cases for even a 
year. I ask the Government to see that the orders issued by it 
are properly carried out. When I go to my village and tell 
people that the Government has made the education of Harijan children free, 
I am told that the schools are charging full fees from them. In Jull- 
undur Cantonment, I told the Headmasters of the Victor High School and 
Cantonment High School that the Government had ordered that no fees were 
to be charged from Farijan students, but they refused to pay anv heed to 
it. I took the Inspector to those schools and he told the Headmasters that | 
if they had no funds, they could meet the expenditure out of Sports Fund, 
Í which he promised to approve, but they turned down his advice. Why 
l does the Government not take action against such schools? It merely 
issued communiques that so many of Harijan students were being given free 
education and so many of them were in receipt of scholarships. 


"o = mem 


Another difficulty which we experience is with regard to the teaching of 

Hindi or Punjabi in the schools. If a person desires his son to be educated in 

- Punjabi, he is sometimes told that the school has arrangements for teaching 

Hindi only. In some schools, there is arrangement for teaching of Punjabi 

but not for Hindi. I have brought various complaints to the notice of the 
Inspector of Schools but no action has been taken. 

Tren, Sir, there is no arrangement for female education in my consti- 


tuency. The arrangements in the whole of Jullundur Division are inade- ce 
quate. 


(At this stage Mr. Speaker vacated the Chair end it was occupied by Mr 
Deputy Speaker.) 


Chaudhri Matu Ram (Ludhiana and _ Ferozepore, General, Rura 

Reserved seat) (Hindustani): Sir, I am thankful to you for giving me thil 
opportunity to place my views before the House. My hon. Friend Mastes, 

| Gurbanta Singh has already said a lot about the backward Sikh classes. Bur 
| I want to say a few words in respect of Harijans, so far as education in out 
| State is concerned. After the attainment of independence, our Governmenr 
| . decided to giye the right of equality to Harijans. The most important pre-t 
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requisite for this purpose is education. But I would like to point out that 
the amount earmarked for Education is very inadequate. Secondly the 
manner in which Harijans are sought to be educated is such that would keep 
them illiterate as at present. What should have been done is that the 
Harijan students should have been exempted from the payment of fees right 

from the fifth class. Not only that, they should have been given scholarships 

even. But actually, they are exempted from the payment of fees only from 

the nineth class and they have to pay fees upto the eighth class. The Harijan 

in our State today is in such a difficult position that he cannot pay fees for 

his children from 5th to 8th class. Before the partition, he was not muci 

worried for his livelihood. The zamindar did not look upon him with hostile 

eyes ; but now he has assumed the shape of a wolf for the poor Harijan of 

this State. 


Sardar Dalip Singh Kang: Is the hon. Member speaking to the point ? 


Mr. Deputy Speaker: I will ask the hon. Member to speak on the 
Demand of Education. 


Chaudhri Matu Ram: Sir, I am speaking on the Demand of Education. 
The hon. Member has made a wrong statement. I was saying that the 
financial condition of the Harijans in the Punjab today is such that they 
cannot afford to send their children to schools. They are not getting their 
share of crops Seer from the village zamindars, nor are they aliowed to act 
as tenants. If our Government really wants to educate our children, it should 
not only exempt them from the payment of fees from the fifth class but 
should also give them scholarships. I would say that they should be given 
even free food and clothing. But if our Government wants the Harijans to 
climb a building which has no stairs, surely they cannot do so. The method 
being followed by our Government to educate our children is so difficult that 
the Harijans will remain illiterate. As regards the private schools, they do 
not want to put themselves in difficulty by admitting Harijan students when 
they are not getting any grant for this purpose from the Government. It 
appears that the Education Department is hostile towards the Harijans. 1 
know of many cases of Harijan students who have not received their scholar- 
ships for seven or eight months. In the end I would like to point out that 
if the Government really wants to raise the Harijans to the level of equality 
with others, it should adopt honest methods for this purpose. 


Master Guraanta Siaga: On a point of personal explanation, Sir. My 
hon. Friend Chaudhri Matu Ram said in the beginning of his speech that f 
had spoken for the Sikh backward classes. But I may submit that I used the 
words ‘backward classes’ and not ‘Sikh backward classes.’ My hon. Friend 
misunderstood me. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma (Southern Towns, General, Urban) (Hindustani): 

The population of this State of ours is 1} crores and our 

. Government has set aside an amount of 13 crores of rupees for 

5 P.M. the education of our children. If this amount is equally 

distributed among the people, it comes to rupee one and 

odd per head. This amount, I would say, isso meagre and 

the task so stupendous that even for centuries we shall not be able to educate 

our people. All the same, I would like to place some suggestions before the 
Government for getting the maximum benetit out of this small amount. 


There is one thing to which I wish to draw the attention of the Govern- 
ment, that is, free and compulsory education. I think more emphasis should 
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be laid on this. A sum of rupees eighty eight lakhs only has been sanctioned 
for this purpose as grants to local bodies etc. In my opinion, not less than two, 
thirds of the entire expenditure on education should be earmarked for primary 
education alone. Ofcourse, University, College and research education are 
necessary in their own way. But they are not as important to the people at 
large as the question of making all the people of Panjab literate at this stage 
of our State’s development. [cannot say whether the Government fully 
realizes the duty of making the people of the villages literate. But so far as 
the villagers themselves are concerned, I have noticed that they are too keen 
to get themselves and their children educated. If our Government takes 
courage and plans with care and foresight I am sure the people themselves 
will get ready to bear half the expenses on their education. There are persons 
who are starting schools in the villages by their own efforts. They work in a 
spirit of service. But on the other hand our Government is so inefficient that 
it cannot take full advantage of this spirit of the people. The people are so 
keen in getting education that some of them are willing to bear the whole 
expenses even in some districts of Hariana. I know people are opening schools of 
their own accord and erecting school buildings. 1 have seen people giving 
funds liberally for the purpose of starting new schools, etc. But may I ask 
what our are Ministers for? I am unable to understand their attitude 
towards such an important matter as education. Their duty is to create 
interest for education among the masses. But I regret to note that far from 
doing so, they are not even making efforts to satisfy the desire of the people 
for education. The people are keen to get their children educated but the 
authorities are not providing necessary facilities in this matter. Various 
schemes of training, school buildings etc. have been considered from time to 
time and schemes of Basic Education have been formulated. A training school has 


been started in Jullundur district which is to turn out sixty teachers annually. 


In my opinion, such plans and minor efforts cannot meet the real needs. They 
may be good as samples. But so far as the question of mass literacy is 
concerned, it cannot be achieved by such minor measures. If we go on with 
that speed it may take centuries to make the people literate. Schemes of 
training the teachers and planning school buildings etc. may be good in their 
own way as ideals, but the real problems cannot be solved by such meagre 
half-hearted measures. The first thing our Government should note is that 
ours is a country where education used to be received and given under trees 
and in jungles in those olden days which are famous for learning and wisdom. 
I would like to see the same spirit pervading again. In the villages there is a 
sufficient number of educated youngmen who can be of help to the authorities 


in the schemes of making people literate. Much progress can be made if they 
are utilized. 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh: But the hon. Minister 


is not paying any 
attention to what you suggest, 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma. He is paying attention but I cannot say 
whether any result will come out of it. 


Minister for Education: Result will surely come out of it. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Sir, I was saying that the spirit of the good 
old days should be followed. I am sure that if we follow those methods we 


>a MMi o.. might be able to achieve our objectives of spreading education in the State. 
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Sardar Bachan Singh: Does the hon. Member suggest that we should 
follow the same old methods ? 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: I don’t mean that the methods which have 
become out-of-date should be followed in letter but my contention is that 
their spirit should be grasped and put into practice. If wecan catch the spirit 
of simplicity we might achieve our object of spreading education to every nook 
and corner of our villages. 


Another thing to which I wish to draw the attention of the hon. 

Members is University Education. Government has given a grant of about 

25 lakhs of rupees. When we spend so much we are entitled to look into the 

wo: state of affairs of the University. I have noted with regret that an evil 

practice has somehow come into vogue. I don’t know how it happened but 

complaints are heard that some University degrees have been bought and 

sold. There might be some persons at Solon and elsewhere who indulge in 

such an undesirable practice. It is a very serious affair that University 

degrees can be bought and sold. We should injuire into it and put an end 
to this objectionable practice. 


Another thing connected with University affairs is that recently in the 
matter of promotions of Professors in some colleges, there has been some 
favouritism. This is quite a new thing in this Department. It has created a 
lot of heart-burning among the Professors. So iar Education Department has 
been immune from such evils. I can say that, asa matter of fact, this was 
the only department of our Government which was free from such bad 
influences. But it is unfortunate that those who indulge in flattery, etc. can get 
promotions and intelligent persons have to suffer. There should be at least one 
Government department where merit alone should count. In this connection, 
I have asked some questions also but the answers have been evasive. It has 
come to my knowledge that about seven Professors have received promotions 
and six have been superseded. The history of this affair is that the persons 
promoted have connections with influential persons. The number of such 
irregularities is increasing recently. In Education Department, there should be 
no such things. 


As regards Hindi and Punjabi, the Govcrnment has arrived at a decision 

and it is'being put into practice The University authorities considered that 

= Hindi and Punjabi both should be made compulsory in the tenth class. The 

: Government want it from the 4th class. I say from 4th upto 10th a child 
as should be required to have some knowledge of the other language. For a child 
of immature age it would not be possible to learn the literatures of both the 

languages continuously in six classes. It will be hard for the child. He can, 

t at the most, be expected to learn one language efficiently and have a working 
knowledge of the,other in a year from 4th to 10th. In Jullundur Division, 
Punjabi should: þe: taught as a compulsory subject and Hindi as an additional 

subject and in Ambala Division vice versa. This arrangement will be useful 

for all but it would be wrong to insist on teaching the other language for six 


years. 

- Another very important matter towards which the hoa, Members’ 
attention should be drawn is the demand of the classical and vernacular 
teachers. The teachers teaching Punjabi, Hindi, Sanskrit, etc. wish to be 
treated at par with the English teachers. Now when we are independent we 
should look upon these languages as worthy of the same respect if not more 

E RENN which we give to the English language. It is a matter of regret that still the 
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salaries, grades and increments of the classical and vernacular teachers are 
much less as compared with the salaries etc. of English teachers. In the years 
1937, 1942 and 1946, grades of teachers were revised. But unfortunately, the 
difference in grade and in start of both types of teachers became more in 1946 
than it was in previous years. This state of affairs is quite undesirable and 
if the Government does not take steps in the matter, the discontent will 
increase. These are some of the important matters which I submit for the 
consideration of our own National Government. 


(At this stage Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.) 

Chaudhri Lahri Singh (Rohtak North, General, Rural) (Hindi) : 
Mr. Speaker, before I proceed with my speech, I would like to offer congratu- 
lations to the hon. Minister for Education on having opened a Government 
College at Hissar. Though this is one of the biggest districts, yet it is very 
backward in the matter of higher education. Government has done wel! 
in meeting the dire need of the people in this respect. Besides, this is a 
district which has surpassed all other districts in the matter of military 
services. 


Pandit ShriRam Sharma: The district of Rohtak also ? 


Chaudhri Labri Singh: Yes. it has rendered miltary services even 
greater than the district of Rohtak. Well, Sir, whereas I have offered 
felicitations to the hon. Minister for taking a step in the right direction by 
establishing a Degree College at Hissar, I would now draw his attention. to 
certain important and unpalatable matters which deserve an immediate and 
careful consideration at his hands. It is a well-known fact, Sir, that no 
country can make any rapid progress unless adequate arrangements exist 
there for compulsory primary education. Illiteracy is the very bane of advance- 
ment of a nation. I am, therefore, of the opinion that until illiteracy is liquida- 
ted, our State cannot make any headway. But the first step towards the attain- 
ment af this goal is the introduction of primary education. Now we have to 
see what has been done by the Ministry of Education in this matter? We 
find that the Education Department is most indifferent and careless in this 
respect It goes without saying that the number of primary ' schools in the 
State of Punjab falls far short of the needs ofthe people, particularly the 
rural people, Now the question is whether Government have any intention 
to open more primary schools or not. If we ask them to take effective and 
speedy measures for the spread of primary education, ready comes the reply 
ffom the Government that the needful cannot be done for want of funds. 
But this is a pretext under which they usually take shelter to avoid embarass- 
ment. Now, Sir, if you just peruse the budget and scrutinise it carefully, 
you will see that a substantial saving can be effected and the amount 
thus saved can safely be utilised for opening primary schools. In this 
connection, I may point out that when at every district headquarters there 
are no less than five or more high schools run by private effort, there appears to 
be no necessity that Government should also set up a high school there. 
This is a sheer waste of money of the tax-payer. I am ofthe view that all 
high schools running under the aegis of the Government should be closed and 
the large amount of money thus saved should be made use of by establishing 
a network of primary schools in the rural areas where the people are steeped 
in illiteracy. If you just consider the number of high schools at 
Rohtak, Jullundur, Ludhiana, Amritsar, etc., the existence of Government 
high schools in the face of so many high schools indicates that Government 
are not utilising the public funds judiciously. I may point out that primary 
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cannot take us very long to liquidate the illiteracy of the masses, which the 
primary schools can do toa great extent. It isa thousand pities that the 
Minister of Education, who fortunately happens to be a ruralite, is maintain- 
ing an indifferent attitude on a subject of vital importance like the opening 
of large number of primary schools. During the past regimes, when Dr. 
Narang or Dr. Manohar Lal used to be at the helm of affairs of the Ministry 
of Education, we used to accuse them for showing little interest in the 
- spread of primary education in the rural areas because they were urbanites. 
But now with what face can we hurl that accusation at the door of the 
present hon. Minister for Education ? I would, therefore, request him to see 
that vigorous efforts are made by the Education Department for opening 
primary schools in the rural areas. If my suggestion is accepted, it would 
go a long way to remove the difficulty of lack of funds. Now I put forward 
another suggestion which, if accepted, would prove another source of money 
required for propagating primary education. Mr. Speaker, you are perhaps 
aware that almost at every district headquarters, a number of colleges exist 
and these high educational institutions are ordinarily run by different trusts 
ae or recognised bodies. These colleges are more often than not Arts Colleges. 
May I ask what justification is there for the (Government to establish 
another Arts college at the expense of the taxt-paver? I donot object to 
their establishing some vocational or training institution. But to add one | 
more Arts college, where already a number of such institutions exist, 
tantamounts to waste of money. Take, for instance, the case of Ludhiana, 
Rohtak etc. Government colleges exist side by side with the private colleges. 
As a matter of fact, the Government college or school people are very shrewd 
Whenever a Minister visits their institutions, they profusely garland him and 
the hon. Minister is highly pleased with them. (Laughter) But what do we 
find here ? My hon. Friends, the Minister of Education and the Chief Minister 
indulge in tall talk of bringing about a reorientation in the educational 
policy of the Government. I wonder if they would act upto their professicns 
because I feel they only say ditto to what the heads of departments advise 
them, l 


/ 


S 
vV Mr. Speaker : No reflection please. 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh: If that is the view of the hon. Speaker, I with- 
draw my words. Well, Sir, what I want to drive atis that enormous amounts 
of money can be saved by closure of Government high schools at various 
district headquarters and also of some Government colleges which appear to 
be redundant in the face of other equally good private arts colleges at some 
places in the State and that money could be utilised in opening primary 
schools so that people at large may be benefited. I see the able Finance 
— Secretary occupying a chair in the official gallery. I welcome his presence 
and since he is regarded to be a hard task master in financial matters, I 
hope, he too, will give a careful consideration to my suggestions. Then, Sir, 
I may point out that the rural people are in a miserable plight. Their illiter- 
acy knows no bounds. Sometimes there is none in the whole village, who 
could read out their letters to them. J would again request the Government 
yè to get rid of the white elephants in the form of Government high schools and 
: establish primary schools out of the savings thus effected otherwise I would 
be compelled to say that the Government have no initiative or drive in them. 


pe : è 

They simply act upon what thev are advised to do by the heads of the 
departments. If the Government ignore my suggestions, they will have to 
face the consequences at the time of general elections which are not far off. 
The people will certainly charge them with indiference in this matter and. 
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may take their revenge. It is a pity that while Government makes no 
arrangements for imparting education to the people, it expects them to 
be enlightened soldiers, enlightened farmers and enlightened citizens. How 
could it be possible to have such high expectations from illiterate people, 
whom we cannot give even primary education? I hope the hon. Minister 
would appreciate my views and will not make a speech to counteract them. 
I would reiterate that primary education must be given precedence over the 
higher education if we want to root out illiteracy and bring about enlighten- 
ment in the people of Punjab who mainly reside in these villages. 


There is yet another point to which I would like to invite the attention 
of the Government. It should not fight shy of levying any taxes. The 
weakness of the hon. Ministers in general and the hon. Chief Minister in 
particular is evident from the fact that they do not dare levy any tax on 
the people. Wedonot care for the taxes. Weare prepared to pay taxes. 
But what we want is this that more and more schools should be opened in 
the rural areas and that there should be adequate number of schools for girls 
too. The people of the rural areas have been paying land revenue, abiana and 
the local rates. I would like to suggest to the Government to levy a cess on 
the people for this purpose. They should also levy taxes on all persons having 
an income of Rs. 100/- or more, and the tax thus realized should be spent 
on imparting education to the masses. Government should not make any 
excuse that by taking such steps, they would be incurring the displeasure of 
the people and that the papers like. “The Partap”? and ‘“Bandematram” 
would oppose this move on the part of the Government. In my opinion, our 
Government would not be justified in making such excuses. | 


Sardar Shiv Saran Singh (Kangra and Northern Hoshiarpur, Sikh, Rural) 
(Punjabi) : Sir, I do not want to take much time. I have to saya 
few things only. Some of my hon. Friends have in the course of their 
speeches pointed out that more and more money has been provided in the 
Budget for police and other departments than for the education of masses of 
our State. I would like to bring this point home to my hon. Friends holding 
this view that if they make all-out efforts to stcp violation of laws and also 
instigating people to resort to strikes and other unlawful activities, then I am 
sure we will be able to effect some saving in other departments and spend 
it on giving more and more education to the masses. If this is done, I am sure, 
my hon. Friends would get satisfied and they would not thus get any 
opportunity to raise any objections. It has been said that special attention 
should be paid towards imparting education and perticularly primary education, 
to the people in the rural areas. So far as I am concerned, I am also one 
with them in making this demand to the Government that there should be 
maximum number of primary schools in the rural areas. If we study the 
figures in the Budget. we will find that a sum of Rs. 88,00,000 has been 
provided for the education of the rural areas. There is no doubt about it that 
the amount is not too much and that more money should have been provided 
in the Budget. But we have to see whether any saving can be effected to 
make provision for more money in this direction. We can doso by retren- 
ching some of the staff in the department and if it is not possible then we 
will have to examine whether the amount already provided in the Budget 
is spent in the right direction. So far asthe high schools are concerned, 
there are about 38 Government high schools and 99 aided schools. A sum 
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of Rs. 32,65,000 is spent on Government schools and Rs. 6,12,800 on aided 
schools. As regards the number of students in both the schools, there are 
about 2,53,79 and 81016 students in all the Government high schools and 
_ the aided schools respectively. In aided schools expenditure per student 
comes to Rs. 7/- and in Government schools it comes to as much as Rs. 128/- 
If we compare the examination result percentage, extra-mural activities and 
- other activities of the aided schools with the Government schools we will 
find that the latter on whom huge amounts are being spent have a very low 
percentage and they stand nowhere. This is how money is being spent on 
the primary and secondry schools. Grant-in-aid is given to schools upto a 
maximum limit of 75%. However, there are very few schools which receive 
the maximum limit of grant-in-aid. The result of all this has been that 
| the denominational schools fnd it very difficult and hard to pull on. On the 
other hand comparatively larger amounts are being spent on the Govern- 
oo ment schools. If we compare the education imparted to boys in Government 
| and private schools, we .will find better education is being imparted in the 
i latter than in the former. In fact it is an open secret and there can be no 
two opinions on this matter that in private schools better education is , 
imparted to boys than in the Government schools. Under the circumstances 
private schools should be provided with more grants than are at present 
allowed to them, Perhaps my hon. Friends will raise this objection that 
education is being imparted in private schools on communal lines. But I 
assure them that real and better type of education is imparted to boys in 
private schools than in the Government schools. I hope my hon. Friends 
will not have any objection to more and more grants being made available 
to private schools. [In all the countries adequate provisions for grants are 
made for private schools. | 


Now about the Inspectors of Schools. I am really constrained to remark 
that the inspectors pay visits to the schools in their jurisdiction only once 
a year. They do not know anything about the teachers and the taught. 
The only thing that they do at the time of inspection of schools is that they 
make certain entries in the log book and affix their signatures and it has 
been experienced that the remarks they make are usually wrong. They do 
not know anything about the head masters. They only write down good or 
satisfactory remarks about the teachers without caring to know anything 
about their work. It has also been experienced that sometimes they write 
good remarks about those teachers who would not dream of such remarks and 
bad remarks about very efficient and experienced teachers. Now under the 
changed conditions, it is but meet and proper on the part of the Inspectors 
to pay their attention towards those points which go to make or mar a school 


. or in other words the future of the boys of that school. They should make 
> it a point to see as to how the educational affairs can be improved under 
a the changed conditions. Further I would like to point out that the hon. 

Minister for Education and the Director of Public Instruction have on many 
ne occasions expressed their view that the pressing need of the hour is to set 


the educational affairs right and to bring about a revolution in the system of 
education and the subjects taught to the students under the changed conditions 
when India has already constituted itself into an Independent Sovereign 


iá Republic. It is really a matter of gratification to note that efforts are being 
made to change the curriculum’ with a view to developing the common sense 
2 of the boys and also inculcate in them a spirit of love for their motherland. 


My hon. Friend will be pleased to know that text-books would be changed 
within this year and thus a revolution would be brought about in the system 
. of education in our State. When this is done, we shall be thankful to 


the hon. Minister-in-charge for his having taken so much pains and interest 
in this matter, p o l 
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Sardar Swaran Singh (Jullundur West, Sikh, Rural): Sir, so far as 
the problem of education is concerned, I must frankly say that on the existing 
programme and with the existing financial resources of the State we will not 
be able to satisfy the aspirations of the people, aspirations which they rightly 
cherish and possess after the declaration of Sovereign Indian Republic. Our 
finances are tight and so far as I can foresee, the financial position is not 
likely to improve to such a great extent as to enable any Government to 
embark upon an educational programme involving extensive expenditure. This 
is also clear that if the existing grooves of educational policy are followed it 
may not be possible to satisfy the legitimate desires of the millions of people 
for education which is of national importance: for the successful 
working of democracy. It is, therefore, very essentia! that some sort of revo- 
lutionary attitude will have to be adopted either with regard to the financial 
order or with regard to education and perhaps with regard to both. 


So far as financial resources are concerned, they will be a constant 
source of bickering either between the villages and cities or between 
this form of education and that form of education.. And when the thing 


‘ which is to be distributed is little as compared with the needs of large number 


of people criticisms are bound to follow. I have every sympathy with the 
education department which is distributing small resources among thirsty 
people whose number is considerably large. Therefore, Sir, so far as the 
financial resources are concerned we should straightaway take a bold step and 
decide to find either fresh sources of income or make an effort to change 
our way of approach with regard to education. With regard to the 
fresh sources of income, I am extremely doubtful ani therefore that 
angle of approach to tackle the problem of education is to be 
changed. In my mind, about it, I am quite clear. We should boldly take 
a decision and should not mind if the education becomes a little mor expen- 
sive. In the present financial conditions of an average individual, whether 
an artisan, peasant ora petty clerk, I am pretty certain a small increase in 
the fees will not be grudged. If in the primary classes fees are increased 
from four annas to six annas it will not matter much. 


Sardar Dalip Singh Kang: Primary education is free. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: This is one of the reasons why there is no 
extension in the scope of primary education. We should frankly say that 
primary education whichis at the moment free and very limited should 
be extended even though we may have to pay for it. We should abandon 
the idea of free primary education. Paying a few annas will not be grudged 
by the people if their children are given education. I am voicing the feelings 
of millions of people when I say that and I am pretty certain that they will 
not grudge payment of smali fees. Weare making a very poor estimate of 
the present desire of the people to educate their children and I am certain 
that they will not mind paying fees for 5 years the scale of which is very 
modest. Sir, this appears tome the only solution. It has been said that 
primary education is the concern of the district boards but I say it is the concern 


‘of the district boards, the Government and everybody. Unless this duty is 


performed by them successfully “we should not rest content. We should 
compel them to start new schools even though people have got to pay for it. 
So far as the working of the schools which are privately-managed is concerned; 
whether these are middleschools or high schools or even colleges, experience 
has shown that barring a few institutions almost all of them are self-support- 
ing. When with a little organization they have been able to produce insti- 
tutions which are quite up to the mark so far as teaching is concerned, I fail 
to understand why the Government institutions are a source of burden to 


_the State. I would urge, Sir, that our prejudices against these privately-managed 
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institutions should disappear and the Government should also try to bring 
their institutions on the same model as those institutions so that 
the resources are taxed and put to a strain to the very minimum. Sir, 


6 it will be admitted on all hands that the Punjabi character is essentially 
sound. A Punjabi with a little of education can prove the best soldier. 

He can also prove the best artisan and experience has 
‘al shown that even if he obtains comparatively few number of marks in the 


examinations when he embarks on the voyage of life, he proves himself 
to be better component of the society whether he enters his private business 
or whether he enters Government Service. It is, therefore, of prime, 
importance that the new Punjab, the disrupted Punjab, the suffering and 
bleeding Punjab in order to work out its future destiny should get as much 
help from the State as possible so that the real essence of the Punjabi | 
character is brought out by education, a different character irom the one in 
which we are falling today. Before finishing my speech-and I will finish 
within time-[ would like to impress upon the Government that so far as the 
= educational side is concerned, it requires a radical overhauling. Greater 
attention need be given to adult education which I understand is now being 
undertaken by the Government. Provision for that is very meagre and I 
would not grudge a scheme by which people who avail of this system of 
education are even made to pay. The State should also by its organizational 
efforts give the right type of education and if that be so, I am sure that 
| people will not grudge to pay to make that effort a success. Some sort of 
| education cess might probably be resented as I have serious doubts about its 
! reception amongst the general public but if the expenditure upon those 
! beneficiaries is distributed then I am pretty certain that there will be very 
little scope for criticism from any quarter. If this problem is tackled from 
this angle, I am almost sure that the scheme as also the finances can be 
correlated in such a manner that some sort of workabie solution can be 
evolved. (Cheers) 


Chaudhri Sher Singh (Jhajjar, General, Rural) (Hindi): Sir, there 
cannot be much criticism so far as the expenditure proposed to be incurred in 
connection with the Education Department is concerned, as there cannot be | 
much difference of opinion about its propriety. Shri Dev Raj Sethi has made | 

| 


a suggestion for reducing expenditure on the Headquarter Establishment. 
If this can be done, consistently with efficiency, no offe can have any 
| objection to it. Unnecessary expenditure must be cut down. Sir, it is a pity | 
that such an important department should have been entrusted to the care | 
| of a Minister who is already overburdened with the work of other big depart- | 


x ments. Asa matter of fact to whomsoever this department is entrusted, 
‘ -it should be the main part of his portfolio and if any other work is to be 
be given to him, it must relate to a minor department. Ever since the partition 


the Minister incharge of Education has remained saddled with other heavy 
responsibilities connected with other important departments and has not 
? been able to devote more attention to this nation-building department as he 
ought to have done. A great injustice has this been done to this depart- 
ment in the past. I would, therefore, urge that there should be a separate 
Minister for it, since itis this department which is to prepare the coming 
generation for shouldering the heavy responsibilities of running the admi- 
nistration and managing the other affairs of the country. Any negligence 
> in connection with the education of our children would be unpardonable. 


In my opinion, Sir, adequate attention has not been paid either by 
the Government or by the parents towards the education of the children 
of this country. So far, we have been giving them a designless and an aimless 
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education. Our policy and system of education have been haphazard inthe 
extreme although in every other sphere of our life we keep some object 
in view. Sir, there are at present two problems before us which the Education 
Department should tackle. he first is the economic problem which requires 
devising such measures as to maximise production in the State. The political 
independence that we have achieved after great sacrifices would be of no 
real significance unless it is accompanied by economic independence. If we 
want to lead a happy life, we should accept the gospel of hard work and try 
to produce more. The education should be such as to enable the young men 
to make a real contribution towards increasing the production in the State. 
It is often observed that young men after receiving education for 10 or 15 
years become useless for this education saps their vitality and renders 
them unfit for useful work. These persons have in most cases a fastidious 
sense of prestige and are not willing to accept a job which involves manual 
labour. They can, therefore, neither take to agricultural work nor can they 
usefully adapt themselves to any work of art. They have practically no 
capacity for any work demanding skill and labour. At present such graduates 
are seen hankering after petty jobs carrying initial salary of Rs.50/- or Rs.60/- 
per mensem. Thousands of applications are received if a post falls vacant in 
any Government office. On the other hand, a carpenter can easily earn rupees 
five per day by his manual labour. Such a faulty system of education needs 
change so as to make it consistent with the requirements of the country. It 
should inspire in young men a sense of dignity of labour which is of paramount 
importance in the development of national life. Apart from this, we find that 
after the achievement of independence the average level of purity, morality and 
integrity has gone down with the result that the evils of corruption, bribery 
and inefficiency in the administration have appeared as companions of our 
freedom. The political unrest which we witness in the State is also the 
outcome of present education. The present education does not aim at building 
the character of children. This system will have to be remodelled and if it is 
allowed to continue it will complicate the problem of unemployment in the 
modern times. Such education cannot instil a sense of plain living in young 
men, who will surrender themselves to corrupt practices in order to keep up 
their high standard of living. Now-a-days there is much talk about Sachar 
formula in the State and effortis being made to introduce it in Haryana 
Prant. I think it will be injustice to the children if they are asked to learn 
English, Punjabi and a classical language in addition to their national language. 
How can we expect a child to learn four languages and also study science and 
other useful subjects. The student is already over-burdened and his burden 
should not be increased by imposing compulsion of studying another 


language in addition to his mother tongue which also happens to be our 
national language. _ . 


Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma (Kangra West, General, Rural) 
(Hindustani) : Sir, when I took up the Budget, I was under the impression 
that the Government would have framed its policy in educational matters in 
accordance with the new constitution, but I was sorely disappointed to see it 
otherwise. Our leaders have been very vocal in laying stress on the point 
that no child up to the age of 14 years will remain illiterate after ten years in 
the State as the Government was going to embark upon the scheme of free 
compulsory primary education. It was reasonable to expect that during the 
first year there should have been some evidence of the enforcement of such 
a programme so that the public might have strong reasons to believe that the 
Government wants to implement this scheme in all seriousness. But 
I am sorry to say that I fail to find any provision in the budget for fulfilling 
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the assurance given to the people to liquidate illiteracy within the period of ten 
years. Secondly, the spread of education among backward classes is neces- 
sary under the directive Article 46 of the new Constitution which lays down:- 


The State shall promote with special care educational and economic interests of 
the weaker section of the people and in particular of the scheduled castes and 
scheduled tribes . 


In view of this directive article in the Constitution, the Government should 
have made a provision in the Budget for affording necessary educational 
facilities to the backward classes. The Government should indeed make 
intensive campaign of education in such villages where there is no schoo] with- 
inaradius of twenty-five miles. There are many such villagesin my dist- 
rict and officers of Education Department would not like to go there on account . 
of lack of facilities for travel. From the list of schools that we have received 
from the Education Department, it appears that unaided schools are mostly 
in towns. It makes no difference whether these schools are given grant-in- 
aid by the Government or not as these schools can easily run independently 
with the help of private donations given by the people who are financially 
well off. But in raral areas, the Government should place large funds at the 
disposal of such schools. In response to public demand, the Government 
have sanctioned a paltry sum in the form of grant-in-aid to the twelve schools 
in Kangra district. But I would say that the amount sanctioned is not 
sufficient to enable these schools to function satisfactorily. Their claim for 
more financial assistance is justified on the ground that the people of this 
ilaqa can ill-afford to render any financial help to these schools. The Govern- 
ment should, therefore, make a provision of adequate funds so that they may 
not collapse. I would like to inform the Government that through public 
efforts a High School was opened in Shahpur but subsequently the Education 
Department did not accord permission to the opening of high classes in this 
school. I fail to understand this queer logic that the department should have 
any objection to the opening of this school especially when the Government 
has not to undertake any liability of giving financial assistance. 


Sir, the last thing that I wish to point out through you to the hon. 
Minister is that no steps have so far been taken by the Government to 
rehabilitate useful educational institutions, namely, the Khalsa National 
College, the Sanatam Dharam College etc., which were, doing very useful 
work in the United Punjab and no funds are provided in the Budget for this 
purpose. This is obviously not good and the Government should render 
immediate help to these institutions so that they are enabled to serve 
our new State. | 


Shri Buja Ram Bhagat (Loharu Dujana and Pataudi States) (Hindi) : 
Sir, I represent the three States of Loharu, Dujana and Pataudi. The 
people of these places are quite illiterate and they were kept so by the 
Nawabs who deprecated the very idea of educating their subjects. But the 
pity is that the state of affairs is worse in the changed circumstances. I 
find that a High School has been reduced to a Middle and a Middle School 
to a Primary. In some schools there are 300 boys and there is only one 
teacher. I am grieved to say that officers of the Education Department 
are not doing justice to the work in my constituency. May be it is due to 
want of control on the part of Government. Funds which are placed at their 
disposal for educational purposes are not properly utilized. The same is 
the case with the District Boards which are nothing shortofa fraud. Last 
time all the money that was given to District Boards was spent only on one 
school and not a penny was used for the good of the rural areas. I request 
that we ruralites may at any rate be treated as younger brothers and given 
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help so that we are also enabled to serve the nation. This reminds me of 
the teachings of the lather of the Nation-Mahatma Gandhi who laid such a 
great emphasis on the education of the rural population which according to 
him formed the backbone of the country. But more than two and a half 
years have passed that the followers of the great Mahatma are in power 
and have done precious little for us. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish (Ambala Division Landholders) : 
Sir, other hon. Members of the House have said quite a lot in regard to the 
school education but I wish to speak on the expenditure that is to be incurred 
on ihe University. Greater attention of the Government is needed towards 
one or two aspects in this direction. The first thing I want to bring to the 


` notice of the Government is the Post Graduate Research Schools. I find 


that no provision has been made for it in the Budget although it is the most 
important thing to which a University should pay attention. It is there in 
these Post Graduate Research Schools that you train‘your future administrators, 
educationists and people who raise the status of the country. Sir, I feel 
that money must be found out for such institutions even though we may 
have to postpone or even stop our schemes in other branches of education 
A start must be made. 


Another thing that I have noted in the, University budget is that the 
University has received a very small grant for its library, a sum of Rs. 5,000/- 
only The fact that a well equipped library is very essential for the mental 
growth of the students cannot be disputed. The library that we have left 
behind was one of the best in the country. Of course we cannot reach that 
standard at once but steps must be taken at once so that we may havea 
much better library as early as possible. I wanted to say something more 
on other points but as the time at my disposal is very limited I will switch 
on to another point which I consider of greater importance and leave out the 
others. 


I want to draw the attention of the Government to the importance of 
social education. This sorto: education would be beneficial to a large section 
of the population. I think people’s representatives will benefit by it more 
and I suggest let them be benefited by it. In this connection, I wish to 
draw the attention of the House to the resolution moved in the Parliament 
by Professor K. T. Shah. Professor Shah wanted that some educational 
standard should be laid down for Members of the Parliament and the Members 
of the legislatures of the States. Of course after a great discussion it was 
postponed but the importance of this move cannot be overlooked. 1 would 
say after seeing the type of work we are doing here that extension of social 
education should be a necessity and it would be in the interest of the people’s 
representatives in the States because there is very little understanding of 


basic problems they are faced with. The problems are approached from — 


a wrong angle. 


Mr. Speaker: No reflections please. 

Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: I have not said half percent of what 
was said in the Parliament. Sir, by any chance I am not casting any 
aspersions on anyone. I feel that social education will enable the hon. 


a to grasp things better | 
Mr. Speaker: Better leave this topic and leave alone the hon. Members. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: Coming to the University, Sir, I feel 
that the Science Department has not been fairly treated. We need bigger 
and better equipped laboratories ; we need cliairsin the different branches 
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of Science because it is only then that we will be able tø have bettet 
scientists and better technical men who will help the State of Punjab to establish 
itself once again on the same high standard at which it used to be before 
„the partition. In the Medical section; the gran‘s are a bit satisfactory but 
it is desirable that still more grants should be given so that the existing 
colleges are expanded and are to take in more students for medical studies £o 
that we may have more doctors and other trained personnel that are neede’l 
in connection with the health drive in the country. It is very necessary that 
there should be higher grants to the lower sections of medical education so 
that large number of students and in a short space of time should come out 
for tackling the health problem of the State. I had many more things to say 
but as my time is up, | resume my seat. l 


Minister for Education (The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh) : Sir, I have 
6 P.M. been listening with rapt attention to the speeches made on the floor 
of the House today by the hon. Members on the Education demand. 
Į feel, Sir, that some of the criticisms that have been levelled against the Edu- 
cation Department are more based on lack of information and lack of knowledge 
than on facts. All the same, I must thank the hon. Members for the interest that 
they have taken in this department and for their contribution and for their 
suggestions to improve the department in the various fields of its acitivities. 
Beginning with the criticism of Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt, I would 
iike to remind him that it is a recognised principle and an accepted principle 
throughout the world that for the advancement of a nation education is of prime 
importance. The progress of a nation depends more on the intellectual cevelop- 
ment and character of its people, than on its natural resources. We in our coun- 
try feel that due to low percentage of education of our people we are more 
conservative in taking to new and advanced methods of agriculture and 
industry. If we compare Africa with Scotland, we will find that the people 
of Africa are far more backward and they are mentally dwarfs in every way 
in spite of the vast natural resources of their country as compared to the 
people of Scotland where there is nothing but stones. My hon. Friend 
criticised the Government for the low salaries of teachers in the Education 
Department. I am painfully congcious of the fact that our officers are in 
spite of their high academic qualifications not getting as much as they ought 
to and there is always a tendency in them to take to prefessions more paying. 
In this connection I am sure that my hon. Friend will appreciate that it depends 
on the financial position of the State. Nobody is more keen than I to increase 
their salaries but that can only be doneif and when funds permit. Some 
steps in this direction have already been taken and more will be done as 
circumstances improve. (Hear, hear). Some defects in the system of educa- 
tion were pointed out. Iam reminded of.a Sanskrit saying aq pa frat 
which means that education should be such as to make a person earn his 
living. I myself feel that there are to some extent defects in our system of 
education and every possible endeavour is being made to remove those defects. 
This problem is not confined to our State only but extends to the whole of 
the country and is being tackled ona country-wide basis and I am sure 
some satisfactory solution would be found to remedy it. 


Sir, now I come to the objection raised by my hon. Friend regarding 


the examination system that isin vogue in the State. The University 


Commission is also considering this very question and on approval of this 
report we will examine the system of examinations in the hght of its recommen- 
dation and replace this system with the objective tests wherever it is 
possible todo so. This much about the points raised by hon. Chaudhri 
Krishna Gopal Dutt. My Friend Mehta Ranbir Singh compared the amounts 
that we are spending on education in our State with the sums that the 
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[Minister for Education] | 

States like Bombay ,and Madras are spending. Need I remind my friend 

that he should, while comparing these figures, keep in mind the financial 

position of the different States. I on my part, am very anxious to spend as. 

much as possible on the education of the children of Punjab and the House 

will see that 46% of the total amount that is being spent on beneficent 

| departments is to be spent on Education. I may further assure the House that =< 

| as the finances of our State improve, Government will be too glad to spend | 
| much larger amounts on education. Because we know that only by educating 

the populace of our State we can raise Punjab to the heights to which we | 


all wish it to rise. i 


Government has been criticised for opening a College at Hissar. The 

reasons for coing so are that there are 16 high schools in the district and < * 

the boys after passing their matriculation examination have to go to Delhi = 

or Rohtak for higher studies. The demand for a college at Hissar was being ' 
| felt keenly and the Government has, therefore, decided to start one this year. 
| The need for a building for the college has been met by housing itin the =y 
| building which was hitherto occupied by the Government school. The school | 
! has been shifted to Dalhousie. Ewen this act of the Government has been 

criticised by my Friends. Ifthey realise that Dalhousie is situated in the 

border area and the needs of the people living at the border should be looked 

to, they will not object to a high school being opened there. Being a_ border 

district we must look to the needs of the officers of Government and other 

people who stay there. 


My Friend Sardar Ishar Singh Mujhail has suggested that education 
| cess should be levied in the State to promote the growth of education. I 
may tell my hon. Friend that the Government is considering to hand over, 
if possible, primary education to the Panchayats, and we will allow them to 
raise educational cess if they want to do so. The next point raised by my 
Friend is the language formula. He has criticised the Government for not 
enforcing the formula so far. The reason for not doing so is that the 
Government did not think it practicable to enforce it in the middle of the 
school session. It will be put into force from the next school session-— 
April, 1950. Here I wish to make an appeal to the hon. Members of this 
House that it is our duty to give both the languages—-Punjabi and Hindi 
their due status. Punjabi is the language which is spoken in most of the 
parts of the Punjab. Hindi is the Janguage of the Republic of India and 
has been assigned a position in the Constitution of our country. As 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education it is my duty to see that 
Hindi and Punjabi get their due place in the State. I appeal to all sections 
of the people in the Punjab to bearin mind that both the languages are 
our own and we should create an atmosphere in which both Hindi and E 
Punjabi should get their due place. Nobody in the State of Punjab sħould a 

have a prejudice against any of them. 


w 


Then, Sir, there was some criticism about the text books in the schools 
We have set up an Advisory Board and itis going into the question of 
| text books. Where it is felt that there is a shortage of books on a particular 
| subject, new books will be allowed to be prescribed. This question is receiv- 
ing the attention of the Government, 


There was another complaint raised by some Friends that scheols in the 
border areas were not receiving due attention. This is not a fact. 
Liberal grants have been given to them to function The sum thus ee IS 
Rs, 35,000/-. 
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As regards the criticism levelled against the department by Sardar | 
Bachan Singh, most of the points have been met by Sardar Shiv Saran Singh | 
and I will not go over those points again. Government intends to 
help the poorer classes from the amounts which are at its disposal in the | 
; Harijan Welfare Scheme and Red Cross Funds. I may assure the House that 
haw students from rural areas will draw reserved benefit from the existing schemes 
of scholarships, for study in Middle and High Schools, which gives reservation 
to vernacular schools. 


ew 


Sardar Bachan Singh: What’ abcut Primary Education in rural areas ? 


Minister for Education: This is the concern of the Government and 
‘oa I may tell my Friend that we always keep the words of Mahatma Gandhi 
in mind that ‘rural areas are our first and last care’ and we will do what 
we can in this respect. 


. 
| Next, Sir, I come to the criticism of Shri Dev Raj Sethi. He said thaf 
ipes the Secretariat. of the Education Department is over-staffed. I do not agree 
with my hon. Friend on this score. I am sure if he sees the amount of work 
that is being done by the department he will agree with me that this is not 
so. On my part í feel that the staff is over-worked. But if at anv stage 
we feel that there is scope for reduction, Government will not hesitate’ to 
bring about that change. The report of the Resources and Retrenchment 
Committee will be carefully considered. 


A 


Then there was a point regarding expenditure on Anglo- -Indian Schools, 
In reply I have to draw the attention of the hon. Members to the Con- 
stitution in which provision has been made for such an expenditure. I. feel 
that it is wise on the part of the Central Government to have provided this 
in the Constitution of the country. The hon. Member who. raised this point . 
will realise that I am helpless in this matter -and his’ wishes cannot be... 
respected. : 


nie preg i si a 


There was also a mention of the Baden Powell kee. and the, 
Boy Scouts Association. There is no Baden Powell Association now. The. . 
two Scouts Associations are known asthe Boy Scouts.and Hindustan Scouts’ 
| Associations. Both of them are doing national work and: shortly. they are.. 
going to be merged on all India level and this question will be “solved > for 
ever. The Young Farmer’s Clubs are spread over all- the districts and -are 
| 150 in number. In my opinion they are doing very useful work and when- 
| ever we feel that they are not doing any good work we will disband them. 
! 
t 


ema es ome me pen ae a 


Now I come to the points raised by my Gier Shrimati Sita Devi.. I 

quite agree that female education should receive much more attention than 

derm itlis at present being given. But the lack of funds is our problem here 

again. To overcome this shortage we are going to encourage co-education 

in the primary schools. The question regarding secondary schools is under 

| consideration. ĮI remember having read the story and agree with that great 

man Napoleon. Some one asked him as to how the French Nation could be 

made happy; the reply was, ‘Educate the French mother.’ I myself feel that 
to educate women is better than to educate men. 


7 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish : This is bachelor’s feeling. 


Minister for Education : Then, Sir, there was some discussion about 
the disrupted colleges. In this connection I may inform the House that 
; we are giving special - grants to these colleges consistent with our financial 
position. Further we have asked for a sum of Rs. 20 lakhs from the 
Government of India and if we receive this sum every college will be helped. 
Originhl with; 
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(Minister for Education) 


The Grade of the D, P. i. has been reduced from 2000-75-2300 to 1800- 
75-2000. Thus the House will see that it has not been increased. 


Pandit Jiwan Lal in his speech suggested that handwork with vocational 
and technical education is the need of free India. My department realises 
the strength of the argument and we have already made a start in that 
direction. We are doing our utmost to encourage handwork and technical 
education in all stages in the schools. Basic schools will satisfy this need 
to a very great extent. . : 


My hon Friend Master Gurbanta Singh complained that ‘begar’ is preva- 
lent in the rural areas. As far as I can see people are now much enlightened 
and do not submit themselves to this primitive form of social evil. So far no 
such case has come to the notice of the Government and if my hon. Friend 
brings any it will be looked into. He also said that the Harijan students 
are not gettiug their due share in the form of scholarships and stipends. I 
would for his information tell him that the Harijan Welfare Scheme which 
the Government has decided has been circularised in the schools and we 
are getting some sort of certificate from every headmaster that he understands 
that scheme. I can assure the hon. Member that everything possible is 
being done for the welfare of Harijan students. (Hear, hear). 


A novel charge was levelled by Pandit Shri Ram Sharma saying that 
Degrees were being sold .and purchased. No such case has ever come to my 
notice and if he brings any, I will not hesitate to take drastic action against 
the culprits. 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh wanted some of the colleges to be closed, and the 


money so saved spent on primary education. - 


Sardar Swaran Singh : A very good suggestion indeed ! 


Minister for Education: My hon. Friend conveniently forgets that 
for the spread of education we require teachers and professors and where will 
those teachers and professors come from if we close down the colleges as 
suggested by him ? Moreover, higher education is also very essential for the 
progress. of a country. As for primary education in rural areas, I can 
assure him that it is the primary duty of our Government to look after the 
rural interests and the Government is paying special attention to the rural 
people. (Hear, hear). Reference was made to the Peasants Welfare Fund. 
I may inform the House that tne Peasants Welfare Fund was abolished on 
partition and those scholarships have been merged in the general scholarships. 


Then I come to the remarks made by Sardar Swaran Singh. I can assure 
him that the interest of education is uppermost in my heart. I have made 
it‘clear to the managing bodies of the various: institutions that if they want 
to raise the fees by 50% they will have the sanction of the Government. We 
have also impressed upon the local bodies municipal committees, district 
boards and the like that they should ‘enhance’ their local rates and spend 
that money on education. 


Sardar Bachan Singh : Local rate should be equal to land revenue. 


Minister for Education: With regard to the superfluous colleges, I 
have already instructed my department to find out if there are any and if it is 
found that there are any, they will either be closed or shifted to suitable 
places. | | 
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Professor Sher Singh made a very nice suggestion about basic education. 
This point is receiving the earnest attention of the Government. The idea 
is to impart basic education with emphasis on vocational and practical arts 
and crafts. 


Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma made a reference to Kangra district. 
I may inform him that we have been generous enough to give special grants 
to all those high schools that have been started after the partition. 


I am glad to inform Bhagat Buja Ram that a sum of Rs. 1,10,000 has 
been provided for the schools in Pataudi, Dujana and Loharu. (Hear, hear) 


Now, Sir, I come to the activities of the Department of Education. It 
is quite encouraging to know that we are spending about 46% of the total 
Budget provided for beneficent departments. Out of that, we were spending 
50% on Primary Education ; 23% on Secondary Education ; 14% on Collegiate 
Education ; 2% on Training ; 7% on Administration and Control and 4% on 
Miscellaneous. I may for the information of the hon. Members add that the 
increase of expenditure on collegiate education by 2% from 12 to 14 in 1950-51 
is significant and provides for additional staff and facilities for the proper 
functioning of the existing colleges especially the disrupted and the newly 
opened colleges owing to increase in enrolment. If we compare the last year’s 
figures ‘vith those of the current year, it will be found that there has been 
a substantial increase in the enrolment of students in primary, middle and 
high schools as well as in the colleges. 


As regards the financial assistance, I may inform the House that during 
the year 1949-50 we gave the following amounts :— 


(a) Grants to privately manged and local body A.V. Secondary Schools: 


Regular maintenance grants. : 2,53,172/- 
D.A. Grants. E 44,381- 
Special Grant. o 1,36,878/- 
Local Bady Schools : o 
Regular maintenance Grant. 1,25,502/- 
D.A. Grant. _ | 2 25;109/- 
Special Grant. | 28,999/- 

(b) Grants to local bedies for Primary Education. l 

District Boards 88,97,717 plus 3,37,495/- 
| ‘for camp schools. 
Urban Committees. | -- 6,51,223/- 

(c) Grants to the privately managed colleges and the Punjab 
University. 

Maintenance grants to aided colleges. 63,000/- 
Grant on a/c of dearness allowance to aided colleges. _ + 27,499/- 
Maintenance grant to privately, managed colleges. 3,00,000/- 

© ` Grant to'the Punjab University, ae o 3,08, ,000/- 
Library grant to the Punjab University. 5,0007- 


Orig] 


Punj 
Digi 


Panj4 


(13) 68 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [22nd March, 1950 


[Minister for Education] : 
| Additional grant to the University. | 7,500/- 
O.V.V.R. Institute Sadhu Ashram, Hoshiarpur. 5,000 
Further Education Scheme. 93,000/- 


J with; 


Financial aid to students belonging to 
backward classes ( on stipends only) 83,266 /- 


(approximately) from 
April 1949 to February 1950. 


The time at my disposal is very short but the figures that I have given 
to the House will amply show the desire of the Government to give as much 
help as possible to the educational institutions in the Punjab. As funds 
become available more and more money will be spent. 


The Government is anxious to implement the resolution of the Punjab 
Legislative Assembly for the introduction of primary compulsory education 
in the State. The population of the State is estimated to be 1,23,86,915 


„and the number of children of school going age is estimated at 18,59,037. 


For the children of the school going age that we have, we require 12,400 
schools but the number of existing primary schools both for boys and girls 
is 3,500. We require 18,000 teachers. At present compulsion is being 
enforced in 1,040 rural and 28 urban areas. I assure the House that as 


trained teachers and. funds become available we will take steps to increase the 


area in which compulsory primary education will be introduced. The House 
will note with interest that in addition to regular maintenance grants to 
privately managed and local body schools, special grants amounting to 
Rs.2,62;532 and 2,35,367/- have been given in the year 1948-49 and 
1949-50 respectively, to enable them to meet the requirements of increase in 
salaries and dearness allowances. Disrupted schools, new schools, border 
schools and backward areas have been specially kept in mind while giving 
these special grants. We have also granted a sum of Rs.80,000 extra to the 
University. It will be of interest to know that we have set up an Advisory 
Board to advise the Government in all matters connected with education. 
Twenty-five basic schools and 134 social educational centres—108 for men 
and 26 for women have been setup. I have already made a reference to 
the language formula and I will only add this much that it will come into 
force at an early date. 


I would like to make a mention about the relief that has been given to 
refugee students. In the form of grants we have spent a sum of Rs. 19,99,623 
and in the form of loans a sum of Rs.4, 78,496. We have employed a large 
number of refugee teachers and are giving extensions to enable them to earn 
their live.ihood. 


X 


The local bodies? displaced teachers have been experiencing great 
difficulty in the matter of their-arrears of pay and provident funds which are 
due to them from the West Punjab. The Pakistan Government, as is well 
known, does not intend to pay anything and considering the distressed condi- 
tionof these teachers, we propose to grant them interim relief up to the extent 
of 50% out of those funds. (Hear, hear) In order to help the ex-service 
personnel for their rehabilitation and further education, we are spending 
a sum of Rs.53,000. 
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y Sir, I have got so many facts and figures with me which Į wanted to 
lay before the House but as the time is up, I will only refer to what 
this Government has done for the students of backward classes. Our Govern- 
ment has spent Rs.30,050 in 1948-49 and Rs 83,266 in 1949-50 for the 
benefit of students belonging to the backward classes in the form of 


stipends. (Loud applause). 


Mr. Speaker: Question is—— 


That the demand be reduced by Rs.100/- 


` P The motion was lost. 


Mr. Speaker: Question is—-— 


That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,78,60,200 be granted to the Governor 
to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for thè 
year 1950-51 in respect of Education. 


The motion was carried. 


The Assembly then adjourned till 2 p.m. on Thursday, 23rd March 1939. 


Qaumi Press, Jullundur City. 
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PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


FIRST SESSION OF THE PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Thursday, 23rd March 1950. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Simla, at 2 p.m. of the clock. 
Mr. Speaker (The hon. Sardar Kapoor Singh) in the Chair. . 


QUESTION HOUR 


Sardar Partap Singh: Sir, the demand that is going to be discussed 
today is a very important one and there are a number of members who wish 
to take part in the discussion. I, therefore request that the Chief Minister 
be asked to agree to my suggestion that the question hour be dispensed with 
today. 


Chief* Minister: You will notice, Sir, that today is 23rd but we are 
going to take up the list of questions printed for the 14th. As we are lagging 
behind so far as the questions are concerned, I regret that it is not possible 
for me to agree to the suggestion of my hon. Friend for dispensing with the 
question hour. 


a ee es en 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERES 
REPRESENTATION IN HIGHE? SERVICES. 


* 1387 Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Chief Minister be 
oieased to state :— 


(a) the names of the districts which are unrepresented in higher 
services in the Punjab ; 


(b) the number of Superintendents and Secretariat Officers in the 
Civil Secretariat, Simla, who belong to Haryana and Kangra 
districts ; 


(c) the basis on which names are recommended for Extra Assistant 
Commissionership from the Secretariat Staff? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) Recruitment to higher 
services in the Punjab is not made on districtwise basis and the 
time and labour involved in collecting the information will not 
be commensurate with the value of the information, 


<< Superintendents—3, S cretariat Officers—nil, 


EE SD SESYSZ- — OO 
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[Chief Minister} 


(c) All persons who fulfil the required qualifications are permitted to 
apply. They are interviewed by a Committee consisting of the 
Chief Secretary and one or two other Secretaries to Government. 
The selections are based on merit and only those persons are 
recommended for Extra Assistant Commissionership whose 


records of service justify special promotion. In making selections me 
educational qualifications as well as record of service are taken i 
into consideration. A 
aan | | eNi 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the Government in future adopt some Pi 
such policy by which proper representation may be given to the different \ a 
districts in services ? 2 


Chief Minister: No reservation can be made for any particuler district. | 
However we shall consider this question and try to do justice to all places. 


memar, a EE ma 


SOCIALIST WORKERS 


#1390, Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Will the hon. Premier he pleased 
to state :— 


(a) the number of Socialist workers arrested districtwise before and 
. after the last budget session respectively ; 


(b) the number of those released from detention before their terms 
expired ; 


(c) the number of those still in jail ; 
(d) the total arrests made in connection with tenants movement ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) Arrested before Budget 
Session, 1949. Nil. 


Arrested after Budgat Session, 1949. 
Hissar 75 C Arrested under ordinary law. 
Rohtak 7 | -do- 
Ambala , 18 | -do- 
7 8 | Detained u/s 3 E P.P S.A. oe 
Ludhiana 11 <4 Arrested under ordinary law. ae 
1 | Detained u/s 3 E.P.P S.A. 
Ferozepur 1 | Arrested under ordinary law. 
Hoshiarpur 4 | Arrested under ordinary law. 
Jullundur 3 | Arrested u/s 13/19 E.P.P.S.A., 4 


Total 123 119 (arrested) 
— 4 (detained). 


(b) 87 (including 1 detenu). 
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STARRED QUESTTONS AND ANSWERS (14)3 
FACILITIES TO PERSONS DETAINED IN POLICE LOCK.UPS 


* 1514. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to 
state whether the persons detained and confined in the police lock-ups are 
given the saine diet and other clothing facilities which they are entitled to 
get in the jails or detention camps ; if not, the reasons therefor ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: The persons detained and con- 
fined in Police Lock-ups are given the same diet facilities to which they are 
entitled in Jails and detention camps. As regards clothing facilities, men 
detained in or confined to Police lock-ups are governed by Police. Rule 26.4.(4) 
as reconstructed by correction slip No. 451 dated 14-5-1942, according to 
which ordinarily each prisoner is issued { blaaxet aad 1 manj or bhabhar | mat 
in summer and 3 blankets in winter. 


Private bedding is allowed. 


HUNGER STRIKE BY COMMUNIST DETENUS- 


* 1516. Sardar Sajjan shige Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state :— l 
(a) whether it is a fact that the Communist detenus of the camp jail, 


Yole and some other jails have gone on hunger strike; if so, 
since when ; 


(b) the number of the detenus on hunger strike in each jail of the 
State ; 


(c) whether the hunger strikers sent any representation to the 
Government regarding their demands before they went on 
hunger strike ; if so, the nature of demands put up by them ; 


(d) whether these demands were considered by Government ; if so ; 
with what result ? 


The hon. Dr Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) & (b) A statement contain- 
ing the required information is laid on the table. 


(c) First part :— No. 
Second part:— Does not arise. 


(d) Some demands were received after and not before the detenus 
proceeded on hunger strike. Most of these demands were a 
repetition of the demands made in September and October, 
1949 which have already been considered by Government and 
decisions regarding which have already been communicated to 
the communist detenus. Some of the new demands, namely, 
that the communist detenus shouid be openly tried or in the 
alternative released unconditionally and that they should be 
given the right to suggest reforms in the conditions of service of 
Jail Warders are from their very nature unacceptable, 
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Statement showing the dates from which the Communist detenus in different 
Jails resorted to hunger strike and their present number. 


Name of Jail Date of resorting to Number. 
hunger-strike. 


Camp Jail Yole. 10—1—50 44 
~ District Jail Gurdaspur. 561-50 6 


Central Jail Ambala. 5—2—50 23 detenus 
4 Communist Convicts A, 


Central Jail Ferozepur. 7—2—50 14 
District Jail Jullundur. 11—2—50 16 


District Jail Ludhiana. 12—2—50 21 detenus 


14 Communist convicts and 
ope undertrial. 


District Jail Hissar. 15—2—50 13 
Sub-Jail Hoshiarpur. 23— 2—50 1 


CONVEYANCE ARRANGEMENTS FOR COMMUNIST DETENUS 


+1517. Sardar Sajjan Singh : Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to 
state :— 


(a) the distance between Yole Camp jail and Dharamsala ; 


(b) the arrangements for conveyance of the communist detenus made 
from Dharamsala to Yole Camp and vice versa ; 


(c) whether any detenus were brought from Dharamsala to Camp 
jail, Yole on 12. 2. 50 ; if so, their number and the arrange- 
ments made for their conveyance ; if not, the reasons therefor ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) 6 miles. 


(b) Detenus from Dharamsala to Yole and vice versa are conveyel 
by public vehicles of Valley View Company. . [ 


(c) First part :— No. 


` Second part :— Does not arise. 


aam SE mea e 


CHAKBANDI RECORDS OF CANAL OUTLETS 


* 1589. Sardar Bachan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state :— ! 


(a) whether the chakbandi records of a canal outlet have been = 
declared a secret document and the public is not allowed to 
inspect these records or get copies of the same from the canal 
department, if so, since when ; 


D.. 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS (14)5 


(b) whether any applications for the attested copies of the chakbandi 
records pertaining to warabandi time fixed were made to the 
Upper Bari Doab Canal authorities during the years 1948 and 
1949 : if so, the total number of such applications received 
during the aforesaid period ; 


(c) whether Government proposed to lift the ban, if any, and declare 


= these records open to public ? 
` The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) No. The public isat liberty 
t, > to inspect these and to obtain copies thereof on payment. 
A D} Yes, Four in 1948 and 3 in 1949. 
‘c) Does not arise. 
ae 
p ENEE 
INSPECTORS OF POLICE 
* 1590. Sardar Bachan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state :— aa 
(a) the names of police officers who are confirmed Inspectors of 
Police ; 
(b) the temporary ranks they are holding together with the stations 
where they are posted at present ; 
(c) the names of police officers who are posted as Superintendents of 
Police in the State ; 
(d) the names of the contirmed police Inspectors who are posted as 
Deputy Superintendents of Police and Superintendents of Police 
at present; 
, (e) the date since when each of them is working in his present post 
: and rank ; 
Lr l 
= (f) the reasons for their promotion to higher ranks ? 
The hoa. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : (a) A statement showing the names 
of confirmed Inspectors of Police and Prosecuting Inspectors of 
Police is placed on the table.* 
(b) This information is contained in columns 3 and 4 of the statement. 
(c) It is presumed that the hon. Member wants to know the names 
of the Inspectors of Police, who are posted as Superintendents of 
ma Police. This information is also contained in column 3 of the 
statement. 
* kept in the Library. 
Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 


Panj a peli 


55 "ee a, 


(14)8 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [23rd March, 195¢ 


AEROPLANES USED BY THE GOVERNMENT 


* 1617. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state :— | 


(a) the number of aeroplanes purchased by the Punjab Government, 
the date on which they were purchased, the price paid, together 
wtih the charges for their maintenance and repairs and any 
other incidental expenditure incurred thereon upto 31-12-49 ; F 


(b) the total mileage covered by the planes upto 31-12-49 and the 
| expenses incurred per mile ; 


(c) whether it isa fact that the Government has discontinued the use 
of these planes ; if so, since when and the reasons therefor ; 


| (d) whether Government ENNS to dispose them of ; if so, when and 
in what manner ; z 


(e) whether Goyernment intends to-purchase new aeroplanes ? ` 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) No.of aeroplanes purchased 
by the Punjab Goverhment Two. 


18th October 
Rs, 80,000-- 


(ii) Date of purchase 


(iii) Price paid 
(iv) Charges for their maintenance repairs 


and other incidental expenditure | 
incurred upto 31-12-49 Rs, 49,446/6/- 


(b) (i) Total mileage covered upto, 31-12-49 37,300 
(ii) Expenses incurred per mile Rs. 2/1/- approximately 


(including depreciation 
and interest on Capital.) 
(c) No. 
(d) The question is under consideration. 


(e) Does not arise. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: In view of the financial condition of the State, 
does the Chief Minister consider it advisable to spend Rs. 2/1/- per mile on 
journey by air when travel by car costs only ten annas a mile ? 


an 


Chief Minister: When these aeroplanes were purchased the financial 
condition of the State was duly takeh into consideration. It was decided to 
purchase these because a good deal of time is saved by travelling by air. 


Sbri Dev Raj Sethi: Does the Government propose’ to sell these 
planes new ° 


Chief Minister; As I have already replied the matter is being con- 
sidered, . . 


» 
—— i s 
- ee 
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(iii) the date when each of them was promoted to the rank of 
Inspector, officiating or on probation ; 


(iv) the date when each of the persons mentioned in sub parts (i), 
(ii) and (iii) of part (c) above was promoted to the rank of 
Deputy Superintendent of Police ? 


. The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : (a) A statement giving the required 
y information is placed on the table.* 
er l 


(b) No. One of the permanent Inspectors in the Jullundur Range, 

however, has not earned promotion to Deputy Superintenpent of 

4 Police for the reason that before partition of the Province he had 

to be reverted from officiating Deputy Superintendent of Police 

to his substantive rank of Inspector for misconduct. This 

reversion was ordered by the late Punjab Government after 

i consulting the Punjab and N. W. F. Provinces Joint Pubilc 
Service Commission. 


(c) A statement giving the required information is placed on the 
table.* 


ere ee een mT 


GAZETTED POLICE OFFICERS 


*1592. Sardar Bachan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state ;— 


(a) whether any of the gazetted police officers was suspended by the 
Government during the year 1949-50; and prosecuted for 
bribery charges ; if so, the name of such officer ; 


(b) whether any such officêr was honourably acquitted by the court 
or was given the benefit of doubt ; 


I (c) whether any of the aforesaid police officers mentioned in part (b) 
= above was departmentally dealt with after his acquittal by the 
3 -court ; 


(d) whether any such officer was reinstated as Superintendent of 
Police by the Government during the year 1949-50, if so, when ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : (a) No gazetted Police Officer was 
suspended by the Punjab Government during the year 1949-50 ; 
or prosecuted for bribery. 


pæ (b,c & d) Do not arise. 


anme SE een omen 
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(Chief Minister] 


(d) This information is given in column 3 of the statement. 


(e) The required information is given in columns 5 and 6 of tho 
statement. 


(f) Under Police Rule 13.1, promotion is made by selection tempered 


by seniority-efficiency coupled with honesty being the main ona 
governing factors. 


e 
Sardar Bachan Singh: Isit nota fact that many Inspectors have been <i 
officiating as Deputy Superintendents of Police but have not been promoted ? i 
. $ 4 
Chief Minister: The reply is only possible if a definite case is cited. 2 
a 
“Sel 
Sardar Bachan Singh: Is it nota fact that one S. Gurpuran Singh a f 
permanent Inspector who was officiating as a Deputy Superintendent of Police f 


and who went to the Military Department on 12-8-47 has not been promoted ? 


Chief Minister: It is not possible to decide about a person’s efficiency a 
when he goes to Military Department or some other Department and therefore q 
he cannot be promoted. 


- Sardar Bachan Singh: How is it that one Mr. Rikhi Kesh who has been 
officiating as Superintendent of Police since 15-8-47 has not been promoted ? 


Chief Minister : He was not found fit for promotion. 


Re ee ee peas 


SUB-INSPECTORS OF POLICE 


* 1591. Sardar Bachan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleases 
to state :— 


(a) the names of such confirmed Sub-Inspectors of Police as are ` 
officiating as Inspectors and Deputy Superintendents of Police in 
Jullundur Division together with the places where they are | 
posted at present ; 


(b) whether it is a fact that any of the aforesaid officers was given a 
preference over the Inspectors of Police for promotion as Deputy 
Superintendent of Police in any District of Jullundur Divisior 
after the partition ; if so, the reasons therefor ; 


(c) the names of the Deputy Superintendents of Police who remaine 


posted in Amritsar District during the year 1949 together wi: 
the following particulars :— 


(i) the date when each of them was confirmed as Sub-Inspector ; 


(ii) the date when each of them was confirmed as Police Inspector ; 
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Shri Prabodh Chandra : How many times have these planes:been: used 
during the last six months ? 


Chief Minister : TI require notice. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Is he not aware of the fact thatineither he ner 
any other Ministar used these planes during the last six months ? 


Chief Minister: The hon. Member knows it. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: If the hon. Chief Minister knows about it, why 
did he say that he required notice for giving this information ? 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Has the purpose for which these planes were 
purchased been served ? 


Chief Minister: I can’t say if the purpose has been served. As I have 
already submitted the Government is considering ‘the question of dispcs- 
ing of these aeroplanes. If considered necessary, they will be retained other- 
wise they will be sold. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: In view of the fact that the Chief 
Minister is suffering from high blood pressure, up to what height is he advised 
to fly ? 


Chief Minister: As a doctor I am advised to fly upto any height. 
í Laughter.) 


Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar: Where are these aeroplanes kept ? 
Chief Minister: At Jullundur. 


ee pe amanta 


STATE CARS FOR MINISTERS AND HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS. 


* 1618. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state :— 4 x : eet 


(a) whether itis a fact that the Chief Minister, Punjab did use a 
State-owned car; if so, the exact period for which it was used ; | 


(b) the mileage covered by the said car for the official tours of the 
Chief Minister ; 


(c) the total expenses of every description including the depreciation 
of the car incurred on account af the official tours ; 


(d) the expenses per mile worked out as a result of this experience ; 


(e) whether Government proposes to recommend the use of State 
cars by the hon: Ministers and Heads of Departments ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand. Bhargava : (a) Yes; the following cars 
were used for the period noted against each {— 


e 
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30—4—49 to 16—5—49 
17—5—49 to 17—7— 49 
18—7—49 to 21-—-12—49 


Studebaker Commander (E.P.—1) 
Mercury Ford (E.P.J—2210) 

_ Chevrolet (E.P.1) 
(b) 10,160 miles. 


‘c) Rs. 6,539/5/- including loss on re-sale of studebaker car for the 
entire period from 30 —4—49 to 21—12—49. 


(d) -/10/3 per mile, but if the loss on resale, excluding depreciation 
is omitted, the cost per mile would work out to -/7/4, 


(e) No, since itis not likely to result in any appreciable saving in 
expenditure to the Government hon. Ministers and Heads of 


Departments respectively get only -/10/- and -/8/- per mile for 
official journeys in their private cars and as a result of the above 
experience, it does not seem desireable to recommend the use 


of State-owned cars as a matter of principle. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi : May I know why the Chief Minister had to change 
his car five or six times during the short period of last six months ? 


Chief Minister: It was considered necessary to do so. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Does not the hon. Chief Minister think that 
supplying of State cars to those Ministers who have their own cars as well is 
likely to encourage them to undertake unnecessary tours in the State cars ? 

Chief Minister: The Ministers never undertake unnecessary tours 
E 


ee e er sona 


MURDER OF SHRI CHARAN DASS OF VILLAGE UDHOWALI, 


* 1634. Chaudhri Sundar Singh : Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 

te :— 
(a) whether it isa fact that Shri Charan Dass a young Harijan of 
village Udhowali was murdered on or about the 15th August, 


1949, when the deceased had gone to see a fair at village Ghazi 
Nangal, Police Station Dera Baba Nanak ; 


(b) whether it is also a fact that the Police authorities have so far 
failed to trace out the murderers ; : 


if the answers to parts (a) and (b) above be in the affirmative, the 


(c) 
measures, if any. the Government proposes to take to trace out 
Ovginal wil: the murderer or murderers ? 
Punjab aie Sabha 
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The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) Yes. 
(b) Yes. 


(c) The investigation has been entrusted to the Inspector, C.I.A and 
no effort is being spared to find out the real culprits. 


HARIJANS IN POLICE DEPARTMENT. 


*1636. Chaudhri Sundar Singh : Will the hon. Chief Minister be ee 
to state :— 


| (a) the total number of Superintendents of Police, Deputy Supe. in- 
- tende:.ts of Police, Inspectors of Police-Sub-Inspectors of Police 
and Assistant Sub-Inspectors of Police in the Po ice Department 

aan in tHe State ; 


(b) whether the Government aware of the fact that the > percentage 
of the Harijans is very low in the Police Department ; 


(c) If the answer to part (b) above be in the affirmative, the steps 
Government propose to take to increase their percentage? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava. (a) Permanent Sanctioned 
strength is as follows :— 


Superintendents of Police | g 7 E 29 , 
Deputy Superintendents of Police | 37 ae 
Inspectors of Police | 108 
Sub-Inspectors of Police | 683 oo. 
Assistant Sub-Inspectors of Police = 706 


po (b) In high ranks. 
(c) Necessary instructions were issued and a large number of 
Har jans has been enrolled, who in due course should gain 
= promotion to the higher ranks. In Police over 75 per cent of 
promotions are made by promotion. l 


Chaudhri Sundar Singh: May I know the number of Harijans among 
Superintendents, Deputy Superintendents, Inspectors, .Sub-knspectors and 
Ass.stant Sub-Inspectors of Police ? f i 


Chief Minister: I shall be able to give the necessary information on 
= receipt of notice. 7 


Chaudhri Sundar Singh: If the number of Harijans in ii A is less 
than fifteen per cent, is the Chief Minister prepared to take. ae to aan 
their number to the prescribed limit ? l 
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Chief Miuister : The principle of giving fifteen per cent posts in the 
police is kept in view at the time of making recruitment, but no reservation 
can be made in posts filled by promotion. 


| Pandit Sh i Ram Sharma: Has the Government given effect to its 
decision of giving fifteen per cent posts to the Harijans ? 


Chief Minister: Yes, it has been put into effect. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sha rma : How many Harijans have been taken in 
the Police Department ? 


Chief Minister: I shall be able to give exact information, if the hon. 
Member gives notice. As answered by me in part (d) of the reply a consider- 
able number of them has been already taken. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Has a sufficient number of Harijans been 
recruited in all ranks of the police ? 


| Chief Minister: AsI have already submitted, this decision is kept in 
view at the time of making direct recruitment. I can’t say how many Hari- 
jans have been actually taken. This principle cannot be observed in the case 
of posts filled by promotion. 


| Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: Have some Harijans been directly 
recruited as Superintendents or Deputy Superintendents of police ? 


Chief Miniscer: No direct recruitment of Superintendents or Depnty 
‘Superintendents of Police has been made since this decision. 


Chaudhri Sundar Singh: It must be within the knowledge of the 
Government that in Hoshiarpur district alone 160 Harijan girls have been 
abducted and they have not been recovered so far. A, the Police is respon- 
sible for the life and property of the people, does the Government intend to 
give th prescribed representation to the Harijans in the Police G a 


at least ? 


Chief Minister: At the time of making direct recruitment they will 
be taken according to the proportion fixed for them. 


Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha : Is some special “concession given to Harijan 
- candidates in the competitive examination held for recriutment in police force ? 


eg en 


_ Chief Minister: The question of any concession does not rise. Only 
| Harijan compete with Harijans beciuse a definite percentage of posts have 
, been reserved for them. 


Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: Is it not a fact that when selection for 
Sub-Inspectors was held Mr. Prem a candidate was not taken although he 
failed only by one mak ? 

Chief Minister: In which department ? 

Shii Bhagat Ram Chodha : - In the Police Department. 


Chief Minister: Mr. Prem failed by twelve marks and not by one 
as stated by the hon. Member. ch ane * 
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Chaudhri Sundar Singh: Is it not a fact that twelve of his companions 
who were Hindus and Sikhs were taken ? 
Minister: There is no truth in it. 


Chaudhri Matu Ram: Does the Government intend punishing those 
officers who do not have fifteen percent Harijans in their departments ? 


Chief Minister: If it is brought to the notice of the Government some 
action can be taken in this matter. 


REPRESEN TATION OF SCHEDULED CASTES IN SERVICES OF THE STATE. 


* 1637. Chaudhri Sundar Singh : Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased . 
to state :— . 


(a) the percentage of the Members of the Scheduled castes in Govern- 
ment service in all the Departments under the Punjab Govern- 
ment separately ; | 


(b) whether it is a fact that the percentage of the Scheduled caste. 
is below that fixed for them ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) and (b) This information is 
being collected and will be supplied to the hon. Member in due 
course. 


em eomion EAE? a 


COMMUNIST ATTACK ON CONGRESS OFFICE IN AMRITSAR. 


* 1641. Dr. Sant Ram Seth: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to 
state : ~ 


(a) whether it is a fact that some communists attacked the office of 
the Amritsar City Congress Committee and burnt it ; 


(b) whether it is a fact that its chaprasi was also beaten ; 


(c) whether it isa fact that S. Naurang Singh, Superintendent of 
Police, Amritsar, was roughly handled and given severe lathi 
blows ; 


(d) whetherit is alsoa fact that the communists who attacked the 
Congress Office were armed with deadly weapons such as 
revolvers, kirches and kirpans and fired 2 or 3 bullets ; 


(e) the total number of casualties—dead and wounded, as a result of 
this attack ; 


(f) the total number of communists who attacked the Congress 
office ; 
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(g) the total number of arrests made so far including the lady workers; 


(h) the total number of communists who tendered apology to the 
Government ; 


(i) the total number of such communists whose apologies were 
accepted ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) Yes, but they did not burn 
>- any property. 


(b) Yes. 
(c) Yes, he was assaulted. 
(d) Yes. 


(e) Five wounded, including 1 publicman ; none was killed. 


(f) About fifty. 

(g) 44, including six lady workers. 
(h) Nil. 

(i) Does not arise. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Is it a fact that among those arrested. were some 
lady relatives of some of the responsible police officials ? 


Chief Minister: This can be enquired into if a due notice is given to 
the Government. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it a fact that the attack was carried on 


by the communists or aad because some rowdy elements attacked, _ they 
were dubbed as communists ? 


Chief Minister: A meeting was organised by the communists and 1 
procession was taken out. So there is no doubt about them. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Does the Government know for certain that 
the communist party has any hand in this incident ? 


Chief Minister : Those who are responsible for this attack have admitted 
that they followed communist principles and there are no doubt that they 
have been working on communist lines. 


R 
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TRAVELLING ALLOWANCE DRAWN BY THE HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS. 


*1661. Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the hon. Chief Minister be 
pleased to state :— 


(a) The travelling allowance drawn by the Heads of different 
Departments of the Punjab Government during the year 1949-50; 


(b) The Heads of Departments who stayed in Simla from 15th 
January to 20th February 1950. 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : 


(a) and (b) The time and labour involved in collecting this information 
will not be commensurate with the benefit likely to accrue. 


PRISONERS IN JAILS. 


*1662. Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the honourable Chief Minister 
be pleased to state: 


(a) the daily income per prisoner which the Government derives 
from work done by prisoners sentenced to hard lebour in 
different jails of the State ; 


(b) the expense Government has to incur on each such prisoner; 


(c) whether the Government has set up any cottage industries in 
the jails of the State ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : (a) Average profit per prisoner 
sentenced to labour for the year 1948 was Re 1/8/11. It is regretted 
that the figure for the year 1949 isnot yet available. It is being worked 
out by the Inspector General of Prisons, Punjab. 


(b) The total cost per prisoner for the year 1948 was Rs. 485/13)8. 
It is regretted that ‘the figure for the year 1949 is not yet available. It 
is being worked out by the Inspector General of Prisons, Punjab. 


(c) Yes. A list is laid on the table. 


List of Cottage Industries carried out in Punjab (India) Jails. 


TEXTILES. Towels, Dusters, Dasuti, Garaha, 
Newar. 

Gotton tape and Nathi Thread. 

Cotton durries. , 

Carpentary. 

Smithy. 

Leather Industry. 

MUNJ INDUSTRY. Munj Ban and Munj Mats. 
Book Binding. 

Chick making and Bamboo brooms. 

File laces and Tags. 

Caning of chairs. 

Pilchi Baskets. 

Dyeing. 

Wool spinning. 

‘Sutli making. 

Charkha manufacture. 
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Shri Prabodh Chandra: Is it a fact that the industries in jails even 


now are the same which used to be about 20 years ago and that there 
has been no improvement in them ? 


Chief Minister: As a matter of fact the industries must be the same 
even after hundred years but so far as the methods are concerned, there 
has been a lot of improvement. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Is it a fact that the average income per 
prisoner is anna one only while the expenditure is Rs. 14? 


Chief Minister: This has been replied to. 


Shri Prabodh (handra : Is it a fact that the various 


departments 
are compelled to buy these articles. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Will the honourable Chief Minister be pleased to 
state the number of hours for which the prisoners have to work ? 


Chief Minister: I think they don’t work for more than five or six 


hours daily. But I cannot tell the amount of work they do. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Is it a fact that many departments have 


written to the Government that they do not wish to purchase paper 
produced in jails? 


Chief Minister: The honourable Member should know that no 
department makes any direct purchase from the Jails Department. All 
purchases are made by the Store Purchase Department. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the honourable Chief Minister be 
pleased to state whether the report of Jails Enquiry Committee has been 


_ received ? If so, does it show any improvement ? 


Chief Minister: Some aspects of the situation have been under 


consideration. As regards the amount of Increase in income it will have 
to be worked out. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Will the honourable Chief Minister be pleased 
to state whether the work is extracted from the prisoners in view of the 


good that it might do to them or as a measure of punishment or as. a 
means of production only ? 


Chief Minister: The work is taught to the prisoners with a view to 
enable them to earn their living when they may come out of the prison. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Will the honourable Chief Minister be pleased 


to state the nature of any technical aid that has been provided by.the 
Government to these prisoners ? 


Chief Minister : The prisoners are given aid by the teachers in charge and 


the Principal, Government (College Rohtak is an honorary adviser in 
such matters, | 
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Shiimati Sita Devi: Will the hon. Minister be pleased to state 
the names of the industries taught which may be useful to the prisoners 
when they come out of four walls of the jail ? 


Chief Minister: All the indus ries taught are useful. 


= Shrimati Siia Devi: Will the hon. Minister be pleased to state 
the number of such persons who have learnt such in lustries and who are 
` getting benefits out of them ? 


Chief Minister: This should be the business of the Prisoners Aid 
society to enquire. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Does this Government get any reports to find 
aut that the technical aid is properly given ? | 


eae Chief Minister: We receive monthly reports to this effect. | 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: May I know in which industry more progress 
has been achieved ? 


Chief Minister: I require notice for this. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: May I know whether there are any Members of this 
House in the Prisoners Aid Society. 


Chief Minister : It isa private body and not a Government Society. 


Sbri Vireadra: Since several Members of this Legislature have 
evinced greet interest in the prisoners, may I know whether they are prepared 


to stay with then for some time and see things for themselves ? 
Mr. Speaker: Order, arder disallowed. 3 


DAILY NEWSPAPERS. 


. | *1663. Shri P.abodh Chandra: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state :— 7 SHO 


(a) the amount of money subscribed to daily newspapers in the 
La State from April 1949 to October 1949 and from November 1949 
to January 1950. 


(b) the criterion for Govrnment’s patronage to the daily newspapers 
to which it subscribes ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : The time and trouble involved 
in collecting the information will not be commensurate with any possible 
_ benefit to be obtained. 


om Shri Prabodh Chaohra : Sir, even today th2 old and hackneyed 
arguments are advanced and information is held back from the hon. Members 
of the House on the plea that it is notin ‘public interest’ and will not be 
commensurate with any possible banefit. I expected that with th> change of 
time Govenrment will not follow the old tactics, | 
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Mr. Speaker : Government is the best judge in such matters ; the hon. 
Member cannot compel it to give a reply. 


Chief Minister : It is not desirable that the time.of the House should 
be wasted. | 


ee eee 


FEDERAL LANGUAGE. 


*1695. Mehta Ranbir Singh: Will the hon. Ch’ef Minister be pleased 
to state :— 


(a) the steps taken or proposed to be taken by the Government to 
popularise the federal language in the state; | 


(b) whether any step has been taken by the Government to replace 
- English and Urdu by the federal language ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) and (b) Under the Consti- 
tution of India, English shall continue to be used for a further period of fifteen 
vears for all official proposes for which it was being used immediately before 
the commencement of this Constitution. Government, however, made it 
obligatory for all Government servants to learn Hindi and Punjabi in the 
meantime. In regard to replacement cf Urdu, this will be done when all 
concerned have learnt Hindi and Punjabi. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: May I know whether Government has issued 
any instructions to the effect that all the Government servants should 
learn Hindi by a certain date so that Urdu may be replaced by the federal 
language ? i -_ 


Chief Minister: Examination in that language were held for the 
. Government employees. Those who failed, were given extra opportunities 
to pass the examinations | | 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : May I know in which department the Government 
proposes to introduce the federal language first ? 


Chief Minister : Federal language cannot be. introduced unless and 
until all cocerned including the Government employees have fully acquainted 
themselves with it. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Do I take it that the Government intends tof 
introduce the federal language in 15 years or at some earlier date ? 


. Chief Minister: Steps to popularise the federal language will be taken 
in conformity with the provisions made in the Constitution of India. 


. Shrimati Sita Devi: May I know whether Government issued any 
instructions and fined some day by which Government servants were required 


to pass the tests in Hindi? Ifso, did it take any action against those who 
failed to pass in it ? 


Chief Minister: In the beginning an attempt was made by the Govern- 
ment to take action against those who failed to pass the test Fut as a result 
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of the pressure that was brought to bear upon the Government, the idia 
was abandoned. 


Shiimati Sita Devi: May I know whether in future Government would 
resist such a pressure and.take steps to ensure that all Government servants 
learnt Hindi at an early date ? 


Chief Minister: It will be done only if the people bringing pressure 
on the Government desist from doing so. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Will the Government be strong enough to resist 
the pressure ? 


Chief Minister : The difficulty is that those who bring pressure know 
their job and as to how to put it. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: May I know whether any date has 
oeen fixed by which the Ministers are required t) take their test in the federal 
language and attain efficiency in it ? 


Chief Minister: All the Ministers are Pandits. They know it already. 
But the pity of it is that certain hon. Members make speeches in English 
instead of Hindi. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know whether in view of decision 
of the Government of India to introduce the federal language after 15 years 
Government has made any arrangements for the replacement of English by 
Hindi at the expiry of 15 years or whether it has arranged to replace it 
gradually. 


Chief Minister: It will be done gradually but endeavour will be made 
to replace it even before 15 years have passed. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know whether, in view of this gradual 
change contemplated by the Government, it has any idea as to how replace- 
ment of English by Hindi will be brought about within 15 years ? 


Chief Minister: Instructions are that before changing the language 
in the courts irom Urdu and English into the federal language, it is essential 
that the technical terms ‘in ‘Hindi and Punjabi are fully mastered by the 
Government servants and the people concerned. At present the work in the 
courts is being carried on in Urdu and English Therefore so long as the law 
books are not translated into Hindi and Punjabi and practising lowyers and 
the public do not make themselves fully conversant with the new technical 
terms, the records cannot be changed nor can correspondence be carried out in 
the federal as as well as the regio. al language. Of course in the Civil Secre- 
tariat a pract ce has been established that a letter is replied in the same langu- 
age in which it is received. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: May I know whether it has come to the knowledze 
. of the Government that in Uttar Pradesh the hon. Speaker, uses Hindustani 
instead of English as a vehicle ot expression and the hon. Ministers even 
reply to questions in Hindi? If so, what practice do they intend to folluw 
in this House ? 
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Chief Minister: In Utter Pradesh the hon. Speaker speaks in pure, 
literary and high flown Hindi and not Hindustani. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Chief Minister kindly tell | 
us whether any instructions have been received from the Government of India 
by the Punjab Government that the latter should effect a change over from 
Urdu into Hindi within a certain fixed period ? If so, what has the Govern- iii 
ment decided to do in the matter ? 


Chief Minister: In this connection I would draw the attention of my 
hon. Friend to sections 345-347 of the Constitution of India on the subject 


of regional languages. Government intends to act strictly according to 
these provisions. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know what steps have been taken 
by the Government under the provisions referred to by the hon. Chief 
Minister, for the replacement of Urdu by Hindi? Is there any restriction ~ans 


ander those provisions which debars them from taking early action in the , 
matter ? . 


Chief Minister : We cannot replace Urdu by Hindi with one stroke 
of the pen. The difficulty is that the Government servants in the courts and 
other offices have been mainly educated in the Urdu language, and so long 
as the technical terms to be used in the courts are not mastered and under- 
stood by all concerned, we cannot bring about this change. Similarly 
Government records cannot be changed till exact equivalents are available 
in Hindi language for the terms used in them. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: May I know whether any Translation 
Department has been set up by the Government for translating the technical 
terms used in Government records and laws ? 


Chief Minister: The Central Government has arranged for the 
translation of technical terms and has decided that with a view to having 
a unformity the same may be used by all the States in India irrespective of 
the regional language written or spoken there. So till that dictionary of 
technical terms is ready, we cannot take effective steps in the matter. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: Is the hon. Chief Minister aware 
that other States have set up their Translation Departments and if so, whether 
he has felt any necessity for establishing it have ? 


Chief Minister: To be frank, so far the Hindi-Punjabi controversy — 
has stood in the way of establishing such a department. 


Mehta Ranbir Si-gh : Will the Chief Minister please tell us from which 


quarters pressure is brought to bear upon himin the matter of taking action 
against the Government employees who fail to pass the Hindi test ? 


LALA SARB DIAL ADVOCATE AND MUNICIPAL COMMISSIONER. 


+1627. Dr Sant Ram Seth: Will .the hon. Minister for Local Self 
Government and Labour be pleased to State :— | 
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(a) Whether it isa fact that Lala Sarb Dial a leading Advocate and 
Municipal Commissioner, Amritsar has sent two letters to the Deputy 
Commissioner, Amritsar and made allegations against the mis- 
management of the Municipal Committee, Amritsar ; if so, will he 
be pleased to lay the copies of both of his letters on the table ? 


= The hon. Shri Prithvi Siagh Azad: Yes, bat it is not in public 
interest to disclose the conients of these letters. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Is it within the knowledge of the Government 
that the Investigating Officer has reported that many Municipal C > nmissioners 
are also involved in this case ? 


Minister: Itis not in the public interest to provide this information. 


ee es eee 


SUPPLY OF ELECTRICITY TO PALAMPUR. 


$ *1640. Dr. Sant Ram Seth: Will the hon. Minister for public works 
be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether it is a fact that no electricity is being supplied to 
Palampur ; 


(b) the distance between Joginder Nagar and Palampur; 
(e) how long will it take to supply electrictity to Palampur ? 
The h n. Captain Ranjis Singh : 


(a) Yes. 
(5) 26 miles (approximately). 
(c) It is hoped to be supplied by September, 1950, if not earlier. 


N 
GOVERNMENT CLASSICAL AND VERNACULAR TEACHERS. 
*1388. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Minister for Education 
be pleased fo state :— a 
(a) whether it is a fact that Government had received a printed 
pamphlet in the form of representation on behalf of the Government 
— Classical and Vernacular Teachers; if so, the result thereof ; 
: (b) whether these teachers are accorded the same treatment as is 
accorded to other class of teachers ? 
The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh: (a) Yes. 
(i) The Union of Government Classical and Vernacular Teachers has 
been accorded recognition. 
jews . k 
(i?) Other demands of the Union are under the consideration of the 
Government. | 
(b) In the matter of grades the Classical and Vernacular teachers are 
not considered at par with the English teachers who possess higher educational 
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i Minister for Education. | 


qualifieations. The teachers in the Classical and vernacular Section who | 
pass B.A., B.T., are transferred to the Anglo-Vernacular Section and are giv n 
grades of that Section. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it a fact that in the beginning of the "yi 
year 1947 Government accepted the demand of the Classical and Vernacular 
Teachers made by themin the form of a representation ? Is it also a fact r 


that they had threatened to resort to hunger-strike in case their demands were 

rejected? Has the Government received any representation from these 

teachers. If so, what action has it taken in this connection ? ; i 
Minister: So far as the matter before th: partition is concerned. I 

require notice. As regards other part, their demands are still under the 

consideration of the Government. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: ls it a fact that the Classical and Vernacular 
Teachers have been pressing the Government to accept their demands since a 
Jong time ? Is it aisoa fact that the Government has not so far arrived at 
any decision about this matter ? | e 


i 
d 


Minister : Some of their demands have aiready been accepted by the 
Government. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know the reasons why the grades of 
these Classical and Vernacular teachers have not been put at par with the 
grades of the English teachers? Have they been denied this grade simply 
because they teach Hindi, Gurmukhi and Sanskrit 


Minister: They are not considered at par with the English teachers 
who possess higher educational qualifications, | - 


Pandit Suri Ram Sharma: Is the same thing being done in the other 
countries too ? l | | 


Minister: {cannot say that However, the teachers in Classical and 


Vernacular section who pas B.A., B.T. are transferred to Anglo-Vernaeular "| 
Section and they are given grades cf that section as already stated, in the 
reply. 

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it notth intention of the Goverament ~ 
to do justice to these Classical and Vernacular teachers and thus remove Sas 


their grievances ? ; 
Minister : I will have to verify. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Is the Government prepared to place the 
grades of these Classical and Vernacular teachers at par with those of the 
English teachers who possess one and the same qualffications ? ~ 


Mr. Speaker: Next question, please. 


SE 
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LANDLORD TENANTS PROBLEM. 


*1391. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Minister for 
inducation te pleased to state :— 


(a) Whether the Government have received the note prepared by 
Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish, M. L.A on the landlord 


zd tenants problem ; if so, whether it has been: considered 
j with any result ; 
t 


(b) the time Government will take to solve this problem 


i À (c) the interim arrangements to help the tenants without harming 
| | . the landlords ? 


The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh : (a) Yes, It is being considered ; 


. A) Only the time needed will be taken. 


“4 
a (c) It is being examined. 


Mr. Speaker: I think it would be better if no supplementary 
questions are put on this question. A resolution is coming before the 
House for discussion and we should not anticipate the result. 


SardarShiv Saran Singh : There is no non-official day in the present 
session now. 


Mr. Speaker: How can hon. Member say that ? The session might be 
extended. 


Hon. Members: Ask the Chief Minister if the session is 


going to 
be extended. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Has the Government considered the ron 
os temporary ejectments should be stopped ? 


Mr. Speaker: Next question, please. 


A me ee 


LOCAL RATES IN AMRITSAR DISTRICT. 


*,.15. Sardar Sajjan Sisgh: Will the hon Minister for 


Local 
Self Government and Labour be pleased to state , 


} 


(a) the scale at which local rates were. charged from the land 
| owners in the Amritsar district during the yes 1929-30; 


(b) the total amount of local rates assessed during the year 1929-30 
, in the Amritsar district ; 


ic) whether it is a fact that the local rates have been enhanced 
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(Sardar Sajjan Singh.] 
since 1-4-1930 in the Amritsar district; if so, on how many 
occasions has the enhancement been made since then, and to 
what extent on each occasion together with the date of 


each enhancement; 


(d). the total amount of local rate assessed in t:e Amritsar district 
during the year 1946-47; ; 


(e) the total rate likely to be assessed during the year 1950-51 in 
the above mentioned district? 


The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad: (a) One anna per rupee on the 
annual value of the land. 


(b) Rs. 2,01, 179/-/-. 
(c) Yes, the enhancement was made five times: 


from one anna to an anna and a half per rupee 


(i) was raised 
from Rabi 1948. 


(ii) one anna and nine pies per rupee from Kharif 1946. 


(iii) two annas perrupee from Kharif 1948, 


tiv) three annas per ; upee for only two harvests; namely, 
Rabi 1949 and Kharif 1949- 


(v) The enhanced rate of three annas per rupee has been allowed 
to continue for another two crops namely, Rabi 1950 and 


Kharif 1950. 
(da) Rs. 3,38,100/-/-. 


(e) Rs. 7,49,982/-/-. 
Sardar Bachan Singh: Is it the intention of the Government to stop 
this enhancement of local rates? 


Minister: I cannot say that. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Is the Government prepared to fix any limit? 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Have any instructions been issued to the 
District Boards to fix any maximum limit of these rates? 


Minister: No. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: In view of the fact that the District Boards 
cannot pullon, on account of less income and more expenditure, may I 


Original wien, KNOW if it is the intention of the Government to issue instructions to ther 


Punjab Vidhan sfto.ratse the local rates? 
Digitized by; 
Panjab Digital Library 


Original with; 

Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 

Panjab Digital Library 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS (14)25 


Minister: A Committee has already been set up to decide this 
matter, and we shalt he in a position to say such things at that time. 


i Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Has this committee been set up by our 
Government? 


Minister: No. It has been set up by the Government of India. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: What would be the basis of the enhancement? 


HARWAN STUDENTS OF THE PRIVATE SCHOOLS. 


*1635. Chaudhri Sundar Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Educ . n 
be pleased to state :-- 


(a) whether it is a fact that the Harijan students in priv t° 
schools in the State are still being called upon to pay thei: 
fees, even though the Government has given them full fee 
concessions upto the degree classes besides scholarships and 
stipends from the nineth class to the degree classes; 


(b) if the answer to part (a) above be in the affirmative, the steps 
taken by the Government against the authorities cf those 
private institutions? | 


The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh: (a) Generally not.. 


(b) The necessity of giving full fee concession to the Harijan and 
backward Sikh students under the Harijan Welfare Scheme has been 
impressed upon the Heads of all recognized educational institutions in the 
State several times. 


Moreover, we have got proper receipts from the Head Masters 
so that they may not afterwards say. that they had no knowledge 
of this scheme. 


Chaudhri Sundar Singh: May I know if any action is taken against 
those Schools and Colleges which inspite of the instructions af the 
Government continue receiving fees from’ the Harijan students ? 


Minister: Action can be taken only at that time when any such 
complaint is brought to the notice of the Government. I have already 
stated that proper receipts from the heads of the institutions have been 
obtained so that they may not afterwards say that they had no knowlegge 
about. these instructions.. 


Chaudhri Sundar Singh : May I know if the Government proposes to 
take any action against those heads of the institutions who resort ta 
such irregularities ?. 7 


Minister: If the hon. Member brings such cases to the notice of the 
Government, action would surely be taken against them. 
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Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Does the Government bear the expenditure 


incurred by the aftiliated schools in connection with the fee concession to 
the Harijan students ? : 


Minister : Harijan stúdents directly receive financial assistance under 
the Harijan Welfare Scheme. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : In view of the fact that in the Government 
Schools fee concessions are given to students and the expenditure in this 
connection is incurred by the Government, may I know whether the 
expenditure in connection with the fee concessions to the students in the 
affiliated schools is borne by these very privately managed institutions? 


Minister for Labour: Previously full fee concessions were given to 10% 
students in the affiliated schools but now this percentage has been raised from 
10 to 124% and instructions to this effect have already been issued by the 
Government. Out of the above mentioned percentage 5 per cent Harijan 
students are entitled to get full fee concessions. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know whether Harijan students 
belonging to rich families also get fee concession ? 


Master Gurbanta Singh: In face of the fact that 10 per cent fee 
concession has been raised to 12$ per cent which includes 5 per cent 
Harijan students, may I know whether any action has been taken by the 


Government fagainst such schools which have not given full fee concession 
to 5 per cent Harijan students ? 


Minister for Education: This ful! fe` concession to 5 per cent Harijan 
students has been made compulsory. If any school does not follow these 
instructions rigidly, action is taken against it. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: May I know if any unaided schools have also 


given this concession to Harijan students in view of the Government 
Instructions ? 


v Mr. Speaker : It is a general question. 


Sardar Dalip Singh Kang: May J know whether St. Edward School 
and Biship Cotton School are also giving concession of fee to the 
Harijan students ? 


Minister: I require notice for this question. 


_Meh.a Ranbir Singh: May I know whether the Government while 
raising the percentage from 10 to 12} took into consideration the 
financial position of the unaided schools? | 


Master Gurbanta Sing : Has the Government taken anv action against 
any school which has not given full fee concession to 5% Harijan students ? 


| 


STARRED QUEST.ONS AND ANSWERS (14)27 


Minister : If the hon. Member ,quotes any specific instance, 
I will make an emquiry. 
Master Gurbanta Siagh : Should such matters be brought to the notice 


of the Inspector of Schools or to the Government ? I have already made 
several complaints to the Inspector of schools but no action was taken 


in the matter. 
Minister : You should then bring fsuch a matter to the notice of 
the Government. 


r Sardar Bachan Singh: Is it a fact that the fee concession of the 
stucents who fail in“the house examinations is withdrawn ? 


Minister : Such students should put in hard work in their own interests. 


i Sardar Bachan Singh: May I know whether the Government grant 
such concession to Harijan students ? 


E Mr. Speaker: This question has already been replied to. 


Mehta Ranbir Singa : Is it open to anv objection if the unaided schools 
which are in a position to meet their own expenses raise the percentage 


of free students from 124 to 50? 


Minister: Thank you for the suggestion. 


ee ee a ee 


CLASSICAL TEACHERS. 


*1639. Dr. Sant Ram Seth, Will the hon. Minister for Education 
be pleased to state :— 


r (a) whether it is a.fact that the teachers of the classical languages 
have given notice to the Government to increase their pays. 


If so, what increase they want in their pay. 


(b) whether it is also a fact that they have threatened to go on 
hunger strike if -their pays are not increased ? 


° (a) The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh: Yes, they want parity with 
A. V. teachers who are B.A,B.T. or M.A, B.F. and are appointed on 
Rs. 90/- or Rs. 100/- P.M. respectively in the grade of Rs. 90-5--150. 


haters Sardar Bachan Singb: If they do not now intend to go on hunger 
strike, may I know what is the other method by which thev can get 


* their demands accepted ? 


Minister. Their two demands have been accepted, 
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Pandit Shii Ram Sharma: 


May I know the nature of demands that 
have been accepted ? 


Minister: One is that of a percentage and the other is withdrawal 
of order of disciplinary action. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: What is their demand for percentage ? = 


Minister : They wanted their pay to be at par with the English teachers. 


Master Gurbanta Singh : May I know when these demands which have 
been accepted wili be given.effect to? | 


Minister: The new grades will come into f rce with effect from 
Ast April, 1950. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: May I know whether these new grades will be , 
applicable to both male and female teachers? 


Minister: The case of lady teachers, is under the consideration of 
the Government. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: May 1 know why the case of lady teachers is 
being distinguished from male teachers ? 


Minister: Their conditions of service are altogether different. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Is it because the lady teachers have no union 
of their own and that no pressure is brought to bear upon the Government? 


Minister: The Government is not influenced by the consideration 
of pressure. 


Mehia Ranbir Singh: May I know why it isnot donein the case of 
lady teachers when their qualifications are the same? 


Minister: But their conditions of service are not the same. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: If the Government is not 


consideration of pressure, does it not mean that it 
public opinion ? 


influenced by the 
is indifferent to ~ti 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it not a fact that the Government is 


viraid of holding a Session of the Assembly and the Question Hour although 
it may not be afraid of public pressure ? 


Minister: Absolutely wrong. 


Snrjmati Sita Devi: Is it not a fact that the demand of lady teachers i 
is more reasonable than that of the male teachers? 


4 
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PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE. 


List OF RESOLUTIONS PASSED AND ACTION TAKEN. 


Secretary: A list of resolutions passed by the Punjab Assembly since 
partition and the action taken by Government on each Resolution is laid 


ai on the table. 
DEMANDS FOR GRANTS 
t CHARGES ON IRRIGATION ESTABLISHMENT 
Chief Minister (The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava); Sir I move— 
mem That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,20,21,000 be gran'ed to the Governor 


to vefray the charges that will come in course of pav'nent for the 
year 1950-51 in respect of Charges on [rrigation Establishment. 


Mr. Speaker : Demand moved— 


‘That a sum not exceeding Ks. 1,20,21,000 be granted to the 
Governor to defray the ‘charges that will come in course 
of payment for the year 1950-51 in respect of Charges on Irri- 
gatiun Fistablishment. 


\ Cut motions Nos. 1 to 4 seek to reduce specific charges. Cut motion 
No, 5 raises discussion on the policy of the Government. I would ask 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma to move his motion. lf th2 House approves, the 
same time limit as was fixed yesterday, namely, 15 minutes for the mover 
and 10 minutes for others, will be fixed for to-day also. 


Hon. Memsers: Yes. 


IRRIGATION. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma (Southern Towns, General, Urban) (Hindi) : 


\ 
I move— 


That the demand be reduced by Rs. 100/+ Af 


Sir, I shall not take much time of the House as I find that some hon. 

Members are more interested in this subject than myself. At any rate one 

or two of them have come with special preparation. As I must also keep 

— up my traditions, I shall place my request very briefly before the Govern- 
ment. The construction of the Bhakra Dam on which depends the prosperity 
of our State and the salaries of officers and staff working in this connection form 
an integral part of this demand and deserve proper mention. I have special 
reasons to emphasise the importance of construction of this Dam as with 
it are linked the hopes of my part of the State. It is an old scheme and 
came into being during the days of the Ist world war when men were wanted 
by the Englishman to serve him in the Army. Many an election has been 
fought on this issue and people are anxiously looking to the day when their 
— dreams would be realised. Anyhow now after the achievement of independ- 
: ence we are confident that sooner or later schemes and projects which at one 
time existed only in the shape of promises-will now be given a practical shape. 

I am one of those Members who have had the: good fortune of seeing the 
construction work of the Dam with their own eyes. On having seen things 
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at the spot I admit that the Central Government is helping us a good deal 
but its refusal to advance sufficient loan for this work is a source of great 
disappointment for us. We should do our utmost to persuade the Centre 
to give us the necessary funds and also try to remove anyother obstacle: 
which stand in the way of realising our object. 


I am not aware of the technicalities of the subject I am speaking o`. 
but asa layman I am ina position to say that/this work is not peing done 
with the speed and rapidity which it requires. It is learnt that almost half oi 
the Department i.e. right from the overseers to the Chief Engineer himself, has 
been set aside for this joband that 30 to 40 per cent of these officers have 
not’ much to do. The high officers are said to be keeping themselves 
busy on towns and inspection work whereas all work is entrusted to the 
lower staff like the mechanics etc. This is not all. A good deal of corruption 
is rampant among the officers of. the Irrgation Department and large quantities 
of cement and petrol are being sold in the black market. The high officers 
are said to be favouring their friends and relations by giving them contracts. 
I raised this question in the Question Hour but the Government tried to put 
me off by giving clever answers. I wish here to explain that doubtless the 
officers do not directly favour their men but they tind out means of serving 
them. What they do is this, that they strike a bargain with each other. 
One officer helps the relatives of the other and the other does what he can 
for those of his friend. This state of affairs is very disconcerting and the 
Government should take steps to see that a stop is put tothese uncalled for 
practices. The Government should also see that work is properly distributed 
among the lower staff, I mean the overseers etc. When more work is entrusted 
to some they have greater scope of exercising their dishonesty. I am sure that 
proper apportionment of work among overseers can eradicate corruption toa 
very large extent. In my opinion, if the Government pays proper attention to 
this matter, the evil can be eradicated to a large extent. Moreover, high officers 
should themselves devote their time and attention to this work. To illustrate 
my point, I shall read out an extract from what was stated in an assignment 
made regarding Bhakra Main Circle; No [1947 and 11948. It was written 
there— 


‘Except R. D. 6,21,000 and 12,909,039 orders for works should not be under- 
taken between R. D. 2,43,000 to 6,00,090’. 


As a result of it, 2400 refugee labourers had to be turned out. It not 
only caused dislocation and hardship to these people but the work also suffered. 
If matters are decided after due deiiberation, such things would not happen. 
I wish to refer to these things because I feel that itis in the interest of the 
State that work in connection with Bhakra scheme should be completed 
at the earliest. i 


Tnen, Sir, I wish to bring it to the notice of the Government that there 
is a wide-spread discontentment among overseers employed in this Department. 
They are being given the same treatment which is being meted to vernacular 
teachers. How can we expect better work from these technical officers, who 
have to do the main work by l'ving in forests, unless we treat them 
at par with employees of other Government departments ? There 
is a saying in Persian that a contented worker does many times 
more work than one who is discontented. Overseers have decided 
not to work tor more than the scheduled time. They have also decided to wear 
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black badges whenever an officer of their depatment or some Minister pays 
a visit to the place where they are working. If somebody makes unreasonable 
demands, the Government would be justified in turning them down but I feel 
that the demands of these overseers are just and proper. I wish to draw 
pointed attention of the Government to it because they have made no 
improper demandss. They complain that they were given step-motherly treat- 
ment at the time of revision cf their grades in 1931 and then in 1946 as compar- 
ed with those who were drawing the same pay in other Government departments. 
The Government should pay immediate attention to this matter. In my 
opinion, their demands in the matter of pay and other matters are just and 
legitimate. If the Government refuses to concede their just demands, it is 
very likely that they might adopt an attitude which would do harm to the 
public cause. In reply to some of my questions the Chief Minister replied 
that they were being incited by outsiders. The question of incitement 
does not arise. Usually it is hunger which provokes a person to do certain 
acts. Discontented persons always agitate for the redress of their wrongs. Did 
we not fight against the foreign rulers to cast away the yoke of slavery? I 
wish to place the case of overseers before the Government for its immediate 
consideration. The number of overseers employed on Bhakra scheme is about 
one half of the total establishment in that department. I wish that even 
if the Government did not treat some persons well, they should go on working 
faithfully but I find that in this world it is not usually the case. For this 
reason the Government should pay special attention to the case of overseers. 
The Government might raise the plea that it did not have sufficient funds 
for this purpose. In this connection I might add that money could be saved 
from several sources. In the  pre-partitioned Punjab there were twenty 
Superintending Engineers in all. In this State, while we have only twenty- 


three per cent of the canals, the number of Superintending Engineers is 


fourteen. This has resulted in each one of them being in charge of one and 
a half or two and a halfcircles only. The Superintending Engineers of 
Ferozepore and Amritsar have only two and a half divisions each under them. 
It is not fair to increase expenditure on higher officers and to plead paucity 
of funds in the case of suborinate officials. If the hon. Chief Minister examines 
this matter sympathetically, he will find it possible to give relief to these 
subordinate officials. 


Mr. Speaker: Demand under consideration, amendment moved— ‘ 


That the demand be reduced by Rs., 100 - 


Sardar Partap Singh (Amritsar outh, Sikh, Rural: (Funjabi): Sir, 
I wish to submit it for the information of the hon. Chief Minister, who 
was Minister for Finance when it was decided to levy surcharge on water rate, 
that I might say some unpleasant things, but these would not be intended to hurt 
the fealings of any person. Strong words are likely to be used because this 
question affects the livelihood of eighty five percent of the population. I 
desired to place certain facts before the House with the help of which I could 
convince the hon. Members that it was absolutely unnecessary to raise the 
water rate by fifty percent. In order to disprove the contention of the Govern- 
ment and {to show that its decision would cause great hardship to the 
zamindars I asked for some information from the Irrigation Department. J 
asked for some information about a week ago and for some m.ore about two or 
three days back. The required in’ormation must be in their possession, 
but I am sorry that it has not been supplied to me. For,this 
reason I cannot refute the Government’s contention with that force 
with which I could do so with the necessary information. However, I hope 
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that the facts which I shall state in spite of my having not been supplied the 
required information, will prove the truth of my contention. When canals 
were constructed in the Punjab, of which the Upper Bari Doab was the first to 
be dug, an Act was passed.i AIn the statement of objects and reasons of the Bill 
it was stated in line seven that it was not the intention cf the Government to 
earn money from that canal. It was not a business proposition. The 
main object of the Government was to provide the people with: water which 
had been given by nature, so that they might be saved from famines. 


I beg to submit that no previous notice has been given with respect - 


to the increase in the rates of abiana. Those who support the proposal say 
that the Government is justified in getting a share of the increased income of 
the agriculturists. In view of what I have said above Isay that the 
Government has noright to think over the problem of abiana in a manner 
so as to make it a means of profit. As a matter of fact waterisa 
glift from nature to man. It flows down from the mountains, passes over the 
plains and reaches the seas. Nature has given a free supply of water. Govern- 
ment has only changed its course. It has no right to increase the rates at 
its sweet-will without the consent of the people. I regret to note that 
the powers enjoyed by the Irrigation Department are far in excess of those 
enjoyed by any other department of Government. In this connection I wish 
to point out that even the Revenue Department makes assessments under 
certain rules and regulations after giving due notice of the same and telling 
the reasons therefor. Proper conditions are also explained before hand in 
an appropriate manner. On the other hand, in the Irrigation Department 
there used to be Englishmen at the head. Chief Engineer and Executive 
Engineers were all Englishmen. So they had kept large powers for themselves. 
[n this matter they resorted to ‘Nadarshahi’ methods and they increased 
the rates without any consideration for the rules and consent of the people. 
The rules on this point were not clear. In the days of the British regime the 
principle upon which the Irrigation Department worked was that as much 
money may be extracted from the pockets of the zaminder as pessible. In 


section 36 the following words were used regarding the fixation of rates 
of abiana : ~ . 


P Rates to be charged for canal water supplied for the purposes of 


irrigation 10 the occupiers of land shall be determined by the rules to 
be made by the provincial Government and such occupiers as accept 
water shall pay for it accordingly. 


In accordance with these rules the rates could be increased whenever 
the authorities liked. The rates were increased in 1905-6. In 1910-11 the 
rates were again increased. Similarly in 1916-17 also there was an increase 
in these rates. In the year 1923-24 there was a little decrease but immedia- 
Lely after that the rates were again increased. Then again the rates were 
increased by fiity per cent. A Resources and Retrenchment Committee 
was constituted. But I regret to note that it did not have representatives of 
those who may be said to have any connection with land and who know the 


difficulties of the agriculturists. The following Members constituted the 
Resources and Retrenchment Committee :— 


Shri Behari Lal Chanana. 
Shrimati Sita Devi. 

Shri Dev Raj Sethi. 

Sardar Ujjal Singh. 

Seth Ganga Saran. 

Sardar Jagjit Singh Mann. 
Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt. 
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I don’t say that these persons who constituted the Resources and 


-Retrenchment Committee have no honesty of purpose. My point is that such 
persons who are fully conversant with the difficulties of the agriculturists 
-have not been represented on the Committee. The increase in the rates of 


abiana is quite unjustified. It has been suggested by those who have no 
soft corner for the agricniturists and who don’t realise the difficulties under 
which the farmers have to work. The officers of the Irrigation Department 
are behaving Jike princes. The Chief Engineer, to tell the truth, should be 


considered a Governor and Executive Engineers as Deputy Commissioners 


because their behaviour and the powers given to them are @f this nature. 


_ My submission is that they should not behave in a stiff manner towards 


the ordinary farmers. They should be, in fact, the servants of the people 
„at large. , That is their duty. They should not behave like princes. What 


'I find is that they live in nice bungalows and the roads by the sides of the 


canals are reserved for their exclusive use. Whenever their cars have to 


pass water is sprinkled on these roads and their behaviour is such that the 


ordinary farmer is stricken by awe. The money that the poor farmers earn 
by the sweat of their brow is wasted on such luxuries. There is, in fact, no 
‘justification for ‘he increase in water rates because the condition ‘of the poor 


farmers is far from satisfactory. Asa matter of fact a tax should be imposed 


on those whose income increases along with a decrease in their cost of living. 


‘It isa matter of regret that the authorities consider that the happiness of 
our kisans has increased. This appears to be a wrong reading of the situation. 


Th‘s sum of ten lakhs is being demanded in the name of <n increase in the 
well-being of the people. It is a matter of regret that often facts are 
concealed from the public. This is an old habit with the officials of the 
Irrigation Department. Even before partition such tactics were resorted to. 
For instance, when Ram Chandra Committee was formed with the object of 
distributing the waters of upper Bari Doab among Upper, middle and lower 
territories, ‘I was a Member of this Committee along with some other friends. 
We wished to go through some, records as Members of the Committee.. But 


-the officer told’ us that they were not there at that time. On another 


occasion also after seven days they manoeuvred not to show us the records. 
Sardar Udham Singh, a real benefactor of the agriculturists, was also a 
Member of that. Committee and he can bear me out in this matter. So far 


. the officers have ,rot told us from their records as to how much water was 


given by them. -At that time there was no panos anà so the records 


-could not have been stolen by any one. 


A present, I E to note da although threre isa conflict going on 
‘between Pakistan and India the water of Upper Bari Doab Canal instead of 


- being given to Gurdaspur and Amritsar Districts wholly, is aetually supplied 
-to such Districts as Multan and Montzomery. We got 86 per cent of Upper 


s J 


Bari Doab Canal water of wnich we are now getting onlv 33 per cent. Jam 
at a loss to understand why: this is being: done- As a matter of fact it is done 
at the cost of kisans in Punjab. “There is no reason why this should 


` continue to be so. Any excises put forth for this unreasonable distribution 
are lame. i 


My submission is that there is no justific: ition for the Government to 


` enhance the water rates. They are out to charge increased rates for the 


supply of the same amount of water which was meant to irrigate a certain 
number of acres of land but has been utilised by the. zamindar for irrigating 


<` more land so that he coild’ earn. a little more to enable himself to make 


both ends meet. Let me elucidate my point by giving an example. Suppos- 


‘ ing a zamindar has a unit of 10 acres of land. He receives water sufficient 
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only to properly irrigate 8 acres of land but seeing that he cannot eke out 
his living from 8 acres, he irrigates his whole unit so that if he gets no 
produce from the other two acres of land, he succeeds in getting fodder for 
his cattle. But so far as water rates are concerned, he is charged full for 10 
I may point out that if you just con- 
sult your Agriculture Department as to how many times sugar cane, paddy or 
wheat requires irrigation, you will find that the water supplied by the 
Irrigation Department is not sufficient for the proper growt 1 of the crops. My 
zamindar brethren will bear me out that the land where wheat is growing, 
stands in need of irrigation five times at different intervals. But what 
actually happens is this. The zamindars get canal water only twice 
for wheat crops and then look to Providence for rains Ifthe rains come in 
time, they thank their stars ; otherwise the crops are not likely to be bumper 
crops. But Irrigation Department is not concerned with this. It must 


‘charge the abiana in full. The matter does not end here. When the 


Irrigation authorities find that the zamindar has been able to irrigate 10 


acres of lind with the quantity of water which was sufficient for eight acres, 


they inst ad of increasing the supply of water, make another cut in it, and 
reduce it by 25 per cent. And vet the abiana goes strong ; it must be charged 
at full rates. Sir, I feel that the zamindar would have been better off, if he 
had utilised the quantity of water supplied to him for irrigating the land 
for which it was meant and had not tried to irrigate more land with it. In 
that case the zamindar would have reaped rich crops. Now his crops are not 


,up to the mark, but he is required to pay more in the form of vater rates. 


Now, Sir, the Government has increased the water rates by 50 per cent 
on the ground that the prices of agricultural commodities have gone high. 
It has ignored the fact that the cost of production of the zamindar, 


too has risen proportionately. It is a thousard pities that the calculations 


in favour of increased water rates have been made while sitting in cosy 
offices without taking into consideration the factor of cost of production. It 
is still a matter for more regret that Government would not think of reducing 
its expenditure, vut would go on increasing the burden of the zamindars 


who are alre idy groaning un ler the weight of several taxes. My hon. Friend 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma rightly remarked that Government would create 
the post of another Chief Engineer and sub-divide circles to provide for 
him without caring that the increased expenditure would not prove 
beneficial to the poor tax-payer. But who cares for this. The helpless 
and dumb zamindar must be crished under additional taxes. He is not 


_ being treated justly. We would have seen some justification in this enhance- 


ment of abiana if the fertility of the land would be ‘increased. Mr. 
Speaker, if we take into consideration the comparative fertility of lands 
in West Punjab and our State, we find that in the former the vieid of Jands is 
greater by 40 per cent than that of linds in the latter. 


If the average 
yield of wheat per acre is nine maunds there, it is 6 maunds here 


Then, Sir. we. are .toid that the abiana rates obtaining in the 
U. P. are higher and for that reason our za indars should also pay more. 
But may I know whether the same conditions exist here as are prevailing there 
under which the zamindar of U. P. gets Rs. 400/- per acre for his sugar cane ? 
Here conditions are not favourable to him for growinz sugar cane and yet 
the poor zamindar must be saddled with enhanced abiana. In this connection 
I may point out that while serving on the Ram. Chandra Committee, I asked 
for certain records which could indicate the percentage of lands under sugar 
cane in the U. P. and the Punjab at different times and similarly in respect 
of other commodities, but the same were not forthcoming because the officers 
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had not knowledge of what bearing these things had on the subject. Then my 
hon. Friends Sardar Udham Singh. and Gurbachan Singh and Thakur 
Pancham Chand and myself were against the increase in abiana and we advoca- 
ted the increase of water in the Upper Bari Doab Canal so that the zamindars 
might be provided with a greater supply of water. But what do we find in 
the Report of that Committee? The officers recommended that the water 
supply be reduced in the canals and abiana increased. I may tell the 
Government that as a result of increase in abiana, ruin stares the 
zamindar in his face, who has less than 15 acres of land in his possession. 
He will be adversely affected as it would become difficult for him to support 
himself. And this is not all. Discontentment will prevail among the zamindars 
and this will provide a fertile ground for the activities of the anti-social eleme- 
nts like the Communalists, Communists,. Unionists etc. Peasanty must 
be contented if the Government wants to have a peaceful atmosphere in the 
State of Punjab. I would therefore appeal to the Government to reconsider 
its decision and not to burden, the zamindar with additonal tax. 


Mr Speaker: The hon. Member’s time is up. 


Sardar Ajit Siogh : (Ex- member West Punjab Assembly; representing 
South West Punjab, Sikh, Rural) (Punjabt): Mr. Speaker, the biggest item 
under the Irrigation Demand for which the House is being asked to vote the 
money is the Bhakra Dam Project. My hon. Friend Sardar Partap Singh has 
thrown a flood of light on the history behind it. It is a patent. fact ‘that 
originally the intention for mooting this scheme was to provide the Jullundur 
and Hoshiarpur districts (Doaba) with the Doaba Bist Canal with a view to 
raising the water level of the wells there, which had been gradually going down 
to the geat detriment of the zamindars. If you refer to the debates of 
the Legislative Council of the joint Punjab, you will find that since 1927 
Government has been holding out assurances that the problem of raising 
the water level of wells in the Doaba, would be solved with the construction 
of Bhakra Dam. But what do we find here? - The original proposal has 
been omitted and in its place it is proposed to send: canals to the Rohtak, 
Hissar and Bikaner areas etc. This has damped the high- hopes which we 
have been entertaining for the lust two decades because on it depended th- 
welfare of the Doaba zamindars. They will once more be‘deprive! of that 

opportunitv io improve their lot. This will have very bad repurcussions 
on the economy of the Doaba. The zamindars there will be discontented and 
it is common knowledge that discontentment offers an easy. breeding ground for 
anti-social elements I, therefore sound a note of warning. to the Government 
that if it wants to save the Doaba from the onslaught of Communists, Babar 


-Akalis and other subversive organisations, it will have to take. “early steps 


to make arrangements for providing more water to the. zaminders of the ilaqa 
so that they could b tter thir condition and have two square meals a day But 
as I have already stated, this difficulty can be overcome only — if we raise the 
water level of the wells. This is possible if a cancal- namely © the Bist Dab 
Canal is constructed and fed from the Bhakra Dam. Itisa th: vusand pities 
that no mention of this canal has been made in the Budget provision for the 
Bhakra Dam I fail to understand why Government ‘has gone back on all 
those solenn assurances given by the previous Goverrments. | therefore, make 
no secret of the fact that the. Doaba zamindar is not at all interested in 
the Bhakra Dam Pri ject and he is not prepared to pay for it if he is not to 
receive that benefit upon which he has been banking f r the imp: ovement of 


“his lot. If his field is not to thrive with the completion of this scheme, he 


will be very much disappointed I am reminded of a couplet which aptly 
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> I May, therefore, point out that if thè greatest need of the Doaba i is not 
fulfilled, the Communists will exploit the situation. I would impress upon 
the Government the desirability of . making a provision for the construction 
of Bist Doab Canal to allay the anxiety of the Doaba zamindars. I want the 
hon. Chief Minister to assure us that such a propi ion will be made as I 
have suggested. : ; 


_ Now about the abiana. My hon. Friend Sardar Partap Singh has 
already laid much stress on the point that no increases should be made in the 
water rates. It has been said that the argument of increasing the water rates 
in our State is quite reasonable as these rates had also been increased in 
U. P. and West Bengal. In this connection I would like to know from my 
hon. Friends, Holding this view as to how much water is being. made available 
to zamindars in our, State? Perh ips they are unmindful of the fact that 
now-a-days the zamindars of Amritsar are receiving 5 33% of the canal water as 
stated, to by my hon. Friend Sardar Partap Singh. 


Vs Mr. Speaker: I would rejjuest the hon. “Member not to i what nas 
already, been said in this connection. _ 3 


Sardar Ajit Singh : - Sir, what I wish “to submit is that I will. not 
object to this increase inthe water rates provided 89 or 85% of the canal water 
is made available to the ‘zamindars. Under the cifcimstances I am not going 
to Support the proposal for increasing water. rates in our Staté. It has also 


|>  been'said that the heavy increase in the expenditure” on the, Irrigation 


Department has necessitated the Govern nent to enhance the `w ater rates. I 
am really constrained to remark that the public moaey is so ruthlessly being 


“e wasted on this department that I am really ashamed of supporting the Demand 


now’ -before the House. For example, a provision has been made,in the 
Budget for the post of a Registrar. In my o>inioi it isno use making such 
a provision in the Budget. It will not be out of place to mention here that 
such a post used to exist in the P. W. D. Buildings and Roals Branch and 
as it was no longer required in that Branch it ‘has been replaced by a 
Superintendent. [ would therefore surzest that this post sivuld b2 brought 
under reduction forthwith. as has been done in the P. W. D., B&R branch. 
We have also a Liaison Officer’in this depirt nent, who is holding the rank of 
a Superintending Engineer. The duties assigned to this officer « can easily be 
performed by an S. D. O. It is really no use paying Rs. 2000/- per month 
to the Liaison officer for the work which can easily and efficiently be done by 
and S.D.O..f am of the opinion that no officer above the rank of an Executive 
Engineer should be appointed as a Liaison Officer. Further I would like 
to point out that in the United Punjab there used to be only one circle namelv 
the Western Jamna Canal. But now we find that it has been divided 
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into two circles. Government is also maintaining the Ferozepur circle. In the 
Unite 1 Punjab it was but necessary to establish this circle as it had many 
headworks attached toit. Hussainiwala Head works, Sulemanki Head works, 
Eastern canal and Bekaner Canals formed one Division. In the absence of 
Sulemanki Head works and Hussaniwala Head works there seems to be no 
justification for maintaining this circle. One Executive Engineer at the most 
would be quite sufficient to control the work of the 4 or 5 sub-divisions. Our 
Government is wasting public money by maintaining this circle and the sooner 
it is abolished the better it would be in the interests of the public. So far as 
the construction of the Bhakra Dam is concerned, our Government has received 
about seven crores of rupees for completing its construction. In this connec- 
tion I would like to request the Government not to lose any time in complet- 
ing the construction of Bhakra Dam and making water available to zamindars 
for irrigation purposes. Two eircles of Bhakra Dam ars being maintained by 
the Government. One of these should be abolished. It is no use maintaining 
two circles when one of these can cope with the whole of the work. If this 
is done, I am sure people will not be overburdened and at the same time we 
will be able to make some saving. Would it not be in the interests of the State 
to abolish those circles which are superfluous and utilize the saving thus 
effected in.some other direction in the best interest of the people ? | 


Shrimati Dr Parkash Kaur: (Amritsar, Sikh, Women): (Punjabi) : 

Sir, It has been decided by. the Government to increase water rates and thus 
add an amount of Rs. 50 lakhs to the State Exchequer. It means that the 
zumindars will have to pay one and.a half times more of the: water rates thai 
they are paying at present. Hon Members know it fúll well that when the 
Government decided to secure loans for constructing canals, at that time ‘it was 
decided that zamindars would be required to. pay water rates and the amount 
thus obtained would be use 1 to pay-back loan the and the interest theretn. It 
was also decided that after paying back the loan money and the interest there- 
on, only that much amount would continue to be realized from the zamindars in 
the form of water rates which would be sufficient to cover the recurring expenses. 
on the maintenance of the canals. It was notin the least decided by thé 
Gi vernment at that time that canals would form the source of revenue to it 
I tiink I am right when I say that the poor zimindars have already paid in 
the form of jand revenue 28 times more than the loan money and the interest 
thereon which has been utitized on the construction of the canals. If the reins 
of our Government „ere in the hands of foreigners, then we would not have 
expected anv gond from them Now that we have our own Government the 
zamindris and kisans have been hoping that it would make all-out efforts 
tomake their source; of income cheaper and wonld also assess income tax 
on their such agricu'tural produce which they w uld'spare after meeting ‘their 
own demands Buton the contrary we find that the sources of the income 
of the poor zamindars and kisans are being m'de more costly. This ig how 
the interests of the poor zamindars are being safeguarded at such a critical 
tour when our Government wants to make the Grow More Food compaign a 
success with a view to increase food production in the State. 


It has been said that the water rate was originally imposed at a:time 
when the prices of agricultural produce were very cheap. It has also. been 
said that the zanindars who had grown very rich on account of increase in the 
prices of their produce, should now naturally be in a position to pay the 
enhance water rates. In this connection I would like to quote a few lines 
from a booklet on Income Tax on Land Rovenieg py: Professor Bi Narain M. A. 
He says :—. 
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A? aA BF 830 go aa Aa ahan a 382 Ko A Ta ga 
O agi Aai 15 cas giga aà afat 2 FAR gA ga aa 
‘At ag 15 cas agû aña aig AFTIR | 
o Raa JAR ai 3 at adi, oe ata at genu aat iI | 
o au Baa afad avis A WHK 3 engi Haa ead aÀ fase 
S wa Hdd t30 JÙ Ws feg mÅ €a @ at gu wrer fav | 
weal W3 wae au Baz v fen end faw ò faQfa fea os 
eu 3° 20 qu Paa sfId wis €I AAE È 1nanso.n. 
MBH yatar SiO Ue dh ya HHS 3 seara aot det | 


_ When it is said that the prices of the agricultural produce have 
increase 1 then this fact should also not be ignored that the expendi ure os 
the zamindars has also increased. Hon. M2mbers know it full wtll that 
with the increase in the prices of agricultural produce, we also find encrease 
in the expenditure of the zamindars anq the kisans. I am of the iopinion 
that any increase in the water rates would result in grave injustice to those 
poor kisans who owa less t211 16 acres of land. Even those zamindars 
who own 15 acres of land would be put to a lot of inconvenience. It will 
not be out of place to mention here that the poor kisans and za nindars 
would be hard hit in case they are asked to; pay enhanced water rates. In 
this connection I would like to quote a few lines from a Magaz‘ne “Who 
Contributes to the Exchequer’. Oa page 5 of this magzine it is given :— 

‘The main cultivating proprietors of land in the rural areas 
may be estimate to-day at 2% of the rural propulation p 


toseso 


’ This shows that the small holder would be the main suffe.ers. Sir, I 
consider that the increase in the canal water rate will mostly affect such 
kisans who have tiny plots or in 6ther words uneconomical holdings. They 
would not be able to bear the burden of this increased abiana. The 
Government may claim justification in increasing the water rate on the 
ground that the agriculturists’ income has now increased consequent upon 
the rise in the prices of agricultural produce. [ would point out to the 
Government that during the last Great War the prices of wheat and other 
agricultural produce had registered an increase but the British Government 
did not think it fit to take such a decision which would cperate so harshly 
on the interests of poor. zamindars. But our national Government has 
not shown any hesitation in  burdening the poor zamindars, presumably 
because they are tongu-tied. The urban element and particularly the 
trading class is more and more vocal in regard to their own taxes. If their 
pockets were touched they would have cried hoarse and asked tie press and 
other organizations to plead their cause. They would have created a 
difficult situation for the Government. But the poor zamindar who already 
contributes much to the Government exchequer is oveing burdened with more 
and more taxes. The total revenue receipt and the subvention received 
from the Central Government during the year aggregate to 16 crores of rupees 
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of which the contribution by the ruralites towards land revenue and other 
taxes amounts to 9 crores of rupees. If the Government sticks to its decision 
to impose this additional burden upon the zamindars, their income would 
naturally dwindle to the discomfiture of the whole family. I submit, 
Sir, that the Government says that this abiana is nota tax butin fact 
the actual price of the water supp'ied to the peasants. This c'eates a very 
bad impression about the Government in the minds of the people who argue 
that there should be some justification for the Government to tax the 
increase, if any, in the income of its subjects but ours is most probably 
the firs: Government which wants that the income of the people should go 
down because it makes dearer and dearer the means of production of the 
growers of food and other essential articles, for example by increasing the 
canal water rates. lf the Goverement wants to refute this argument, it 
should try to remove this impression and do justice to the poor zamindars 
instead of defending its policy by carefully measnred words to suit the 
occasion. The Government has always been influenced by the consideration 
to exempt from the levy of income tax certain portion of income with which 
a person has to provide for all the necessities of life. I think it would be 
fair on the part of the Government to be guided by the same principle in the 
matter of agricultural income. It should also fix an éxemption limit for the 
assessment of land revenue to alleviate to some extent the burden of 
zamindars. The Government should as well keep in view that the 
agricultural produce is subject to the Jaw of diminishing returns and the 
Industrial output to an “increasing return. In face of this hard fact, I fail to 
understand how the Gavernment considers it reasonable to enhance the canal 
water rate. Government’s argument is based more-or lesson its own self 
interest that it is faced with the need for increased revenues. 1 would like 
to inform the House that frem the chart that has been published by the 
Government, it appears that a provision for 28 lakhs of rapees has been 
made in the budget of the current year for construcing a canal. I would 
call this short term programme that is being carried by the Irrigation Depart- 
ment as a misdirect on of publie finance when hard cash is- being asked for. it. 
If big projects like Bhakra ant Nangal can be constructed on. borrowed 
money, why can’t these schemes be dealt with in the same way ? Had 28 lacs 
of rupees been borrowed for these we w wuld have paid it through’ our old. 
water rates just as we have paid 28 times more than the original loan and. 
int. rest for ‘the old canals. If the Government had takena loan of 28 lacs. 
of rupees. then there would be only a quest’on of 22 lacs of rupees to make 
up the amount of revenue which will accrue to the Government by the 
increased abiana. I am of the opinion that. if the Government effects 
real economies in Governmental expenditure. and do -not indulge in 
“squander mania ’’it would be possible to make a saving of 22 lacs of rupees. 
If the Government takes better care of money and exercise care. and prudence 
to avoid all possible waste, our financial position can easily improve. If 
any Government officers ar- found guilty of wa ting public money, they should 
be severely dealt with. -I remember that sometime back a- contract worth 
14 lakhs of rupees was given in the Civil Supplies. Department in conection 
with the printing of forms. Tenders were invited in four parts. The 
Government officers instead of accepting the lowest- tender of Rs -39,000 
accepte | the highest tender of 60,000 and thus mis:s ent the sum of Rs. 21,000. 
Had the original contract of 1} lacs held good it would have meant a loss of 
86,000 rupees to the Province. Sim‘larly, procurement | syndicates have 
been set up by the Civil Supplies Department and a large number-of Inspectors 
employed to supervise this scheme. I would suggest that :by' doing 
away with the syndicates and buying thrcugh the inspectors, who have 
to be present at the spot in any case, the, Government could save -the 
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exorbitant commissions going to the syndicates and by reducing the number 
of surplus inspectors, the Government can considerably reduce the expendi- 


ture. When I had a talk with the hon. Chief Minister on this subject of 


increased abiana, he replied that this was the only source they could tap 
for raising additional revenue. I am of the opinion that the policy of tax 
relief to urbanites incase of income tax without corresponding relief to the 
ruralites in the assessment of land revenue is open to serious objection from 
the stand point of equity and fairness. The Resources and Retrenchme:«t 
Committee that has now been set up by the Government to find out 
alternate sources of revenue in order to do away with this increased water rate 
is a mere eye-wash. I wonder that our own national Government instead 
of promoting the welfare and prosperity of the largest section of the popuala- 
tion who are occupi d in peaceful occupation of agriculture, should have 
thought it fit to burden them with increased abiana “and this is being done 
by the implied consent of the hon. Members, a large majority of whom happen 
to be sons of the soil themselves. In this connection I am reminded of a 
couplet and I can do nothing more than to recite it :— 


fea % wala Ta 33 aa È aia a 

za at al WIT aT ne WF FAUT a | 

fes & 25 nS GS Hid a BAA 

fen wa a onal ga ae wa a fer a À | 


Shri Virendra : (Ex-Member West Punjab Assembly representing West 
Division, Multan, General, Rural) (Hialustani) ; Sir, the problem of 
abiana is in fact not so complicated as it has been made out. It appears 
as if it has been so made because of the conflict of two interests, namely. 
the interests of the zamindar and the interests of the State. (Some hon. 
Members: Itisa conflict of interest of the ruralites and the urbanites). 
Sir, the very day this sessiun commenced, some of my hon. Friends posed to 
be tak ng up cudgels on behalf of the rural people. As a matter of fact 
they are not concerned about then. They do so only to safeguard their 
own interests Otherwise they hive nothing in common with them as they 
luxuriously live in cities where they may be practising law or doing some other 
business. They become truralites if and when they stand to gain by being 
so. I with to inform these Friends that so far as the ruralites or the 
kisans are concerned, we are prepared to give them whatever help we 
can, But one thing should be clearly understood and it is that we 
cannot affo d to ignore the interests of the State for anything or anybody. 
Whatever we do must be calculated to bring about prosperty in our State. 


Sir, serious objection is being taken to the increase in water rate. It 
is said that this increase is imposing an inclcaulable burden on the poor 
zamindar and that the Canal Department is not supposed to be a commercial 
Department. In this connection I invite the attention of the House to the 
fact that much water has flown under the bridges ever since the water rate 
was fixed. It will be recalled that the present rate was fixed in 1933 or 1934 
when wheat was sold at rupees two or rupees two anda half per maund., 
Things have changed beyond all measure. To-day wheat is being sold between 
rupees fourteen and rupees twenty a maund. When the income of my 
agricultutiist friends has increased so much, I see no reason why they should 
complain of any increase in the water-rate. It will not be here out of place 
to say that according to the agricultural prosperitv index prepared by the 
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Government, the income of agriculturists has gone up by three and a half 
times. : 


Then Sir, it has been remarked that the canal department is not a 
commercial department. I agree it is not a commercial department. But 
is it not a fact that all income from irrigation in the form of Jand revenue 
etc. is spent for the good of the rural areas and that the present expenditure 
on irrigation is many times more than that which was incurred during the 
pre-war days. My hon. Friends will recall that before the war a labourer 
was given only eight annasa day but now he charges nothing short of rupees 
two per day. A mason who got rupees one and annas eight gets rupees five 
a day, a patwari is paid rupees seventy a month instead of rupees seventeen, a 
‘beldar’ rupees forty a month in place of rupees twelve and so on and so 
forth. These figures clearly show that the present expenditure on irrigation 
is many times more than that incurred before the war, 


Sardar Partap Singh: Has the salary of the Chief Engineer also 
gone up ? 


Shri Virendra: I shall come fo this point later but I may say that 
we may have to decrease his salary also. Anyhow what I want to bring 
out is this that expenditure on irrigation has increased. In 1933-34, the 
running expenses on this department were Rs. 38,41,000 whereas in 1945-46 
they shot-up to Rs. 65,56,000. 


Sir, time and again it has been said that a great burden of taxes is being 
put on the ruralites and that the urbanites are having an easy time. I would 
like to falsify this impression by the following figures. In the Budget for 
1948-49 the estimated revenue was Rs. 12,71,99,000 out of which land. revenue 

amounted only to Rs. 1,61,00,000. This means that out of twelve crores of 
rupees only one crore is contributed by the agriculturists and the huge remain- 
der is made up by the urbanites. 


Further it was remarked that it was a department of the Governors 
and the pr neces. I ask, has not abiana been increased in other States e.g. West 
Punjab, lepsu and U.P? There is no agitation in those States. Sir, 
a good deal of mud has been thrown on the urban people saying that 
huge profits are made by them and that they are not asked to pay the 
taxes. May I ask my Friends as tọ who sold American cotton at the 
tate of Rs. 25/- a maund which was grown in 47,000 acres of Sirhind canal 
area in 1948 and who made a profit of Rs. 2,3400,000 by growing 
7,33,000 maunds of American cotton in the same area in 1949. Other 
figures also reveal the same state of affairs. By growing American 
and Desi cotton with the water of Sirhind Canal alone, a profit of three crores 
and seventy three lakhs was made. On the other hand without giving any 
figure or proof it is said the ruralites are being unduly burdened and ruined. 


Sardar Partap Singh: Government department is speaking through the 
hon. Member. 


Shri Virendra: It is said that a Government department is speaking 
through me. I admit, Sir, that I always speak after thoroughly studying the 
subject. This increase was not decided upon by an urbanite or a bania. Two 
Members of the cabinet which arrived at this decision were agriculturists. The 
Minister-in-charge was an agriculturist himself. 
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Sardar Swaran Singh: That was bania ridden Government. 


Sbri Virendra: It is said that we people are opposed to the agriculturists 
and ruralites. Mav I kpow if my hon Friends Chaudhri Lahri Singh and 
Sardar Joginder Singh Mann are also antagonists of the interests of agri- 
culturis s ? Several things have been said against the urbanites and they 
have been charged with doing one thing or another. My hon. Friend Sardar 
Partap Singh said that the Government was doing great injustice to the 
turalites aud was increasing their difficulties. May I enquire from him if the 
hon. Member sitting by his side did so ? With due respect I beg to submit 
that we have great sympathy with the kisans of the State and are prepared to 
help them to the utmost. I have staunch belief in the fact that the well-being 
of this State depends on the well-being of the kisans. I wish to assure them 
that we wish to give them maximum help. We shall be glad if the Govern- 
ment finds it possible to do away with the surc! arge on water-rate. [I shail, 
however, request the hon. Members of this House not to ignore the interests 
of the State. It is not proper to exploit kisans for gaining potitical ends. Thev 
should not be made a tool in the game of power politics. Sucha step would 


be fraught with serious dangers and is bound to harm the interests of the 
country. 


Sardar Kehr Singh. (Jagraon, Sikh, Rural) (Punjabi): Sir i wish to 
place only two points before the hon. Members in connection with the subject 
under discussion. Some of my hon. Friends admitted that the well-being of 
the State depended on the well-being of the kisans but still they supported 
further taxation on them. I am unable to uuderstand how these things 
could go together. If they really believedin what thev said why were they 
supporting enhancement of water rate-? We are new to the art of administra- 
tion and will learn things with the passage of time. In Amevical foun! that 
it was not considered proper to levy taxes on those who had to work hard. 
Poor kisans have to stand in cold water in the months of Poh and Magh. 
When we told people that the country had become free they replied that 
they woud believe it when they were supplied water during day-time. So 
Jong as they got it only at night they did not regard themselves as having 
beco e free. If you really wish to keep the kisans contented, they should 
not be further taxed. If more taxe; are imposed, the situation might take 

In America the people say that only those persons 


_ should be taxed who earned money without much discomfort. There are 
_ no black marketers in that country. Another thing which I noticed in America 


‘treatment meted out to the kisans is just the reverse of it. 


was that whenever a kisan went to some Governtment office, the officers 


working there stood up and attended to him promptly bacause it was realised 
that he has come from the farm and should return there without delay. An 
American peasant can be distinguished from his hat. In our country, the 
Here, if a canal 
officer promised to reach a certain place on the particular day, he did not 
care to turn up till the second or third day after that and the kisans had to 


keep waiting for him. They were given similar treatment in the offices 
of the Tehsildar or the Police. 


Another thing which I have noted is this that all the officials of the 
Canal department were old people. Ido not mean disrespect to any person 
when I say so but I have not been able to know the cause of it. They were 
comfort loving and did not take the trouble of attending to the neds of kisans. 


` As my hon. Friend Sardar Partap Singh said, there would be no objection to in- 
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dependent on the kisans. We get very small quanti-y of water as compared 
with our needs. In America things are quite different. The canal 
authorities in that country enquired from the peasants as to how much water 
they required, what was the width of their water-outlets and for how many 
hours the water should be supplied to them. In ourcountry there is acute 
shortage of water for irrigation. Nothing useful has been achieved so far. 
There is short supply of water for the purposes of irrigation. We sit here 
and discuss: matters. But the good of the State does not lie in mere discuss- 
ions. Something solid should be done. It is my conviction that the produc- 
tion of food grains can increase if the water supply is made available at cheaper 
rates. No other method will bear fruit. It is only if we encourage the farmers that 
they will try to produce more. But have the officers ever uttered words of encourge- 
ment to the farmers? I don’t think they have ever done so. As a matter of fact 
we are engrossed in other matters. In Punjab we have our own problems to , 
solve. The poor are relegated to the background. In the conflict of various 
interests nobody pays any attention to the poor people. In this connection ° 
I wish to draw the attention of the hon. Members to the effect of the action 
which our Government took sometime back in connection with the so-called 
iron and steel scandal. Some arrests were mad2 and cases were instituted. 
I don’t say that the action which the Government took was justified or 
unjustified IĮ am neither attacking the Government nor defending it. What 
I am concerned with here is to point out that the action taken by the Govern- 
ment resulte|in untold misery and loss to the poor farmers. Iron went 
undergound and the price of ploughs which previously was rupees thirteen 
only, rose up to rupees twenty one. During this period farmers bought 
about rupees one lakh worth of ploughs. Now hon. Members can well 
imagine what loss the agriculturists had to incur when they were compelled 
to pay rupees seven more for each plough. Sir, all this- is due to the fact that 
struggle for lealership and struggle for Ministership has its bad effect upon the 
interests of the poor people at large. As a matter of fact these rivalries 
are worse than black-market and bribery. In many respects the condition 
of our State will show signs of Eeyore only when théir will be three 


Ministers in all. 


SF. Mr. Speaker: Be relevant and leave that.at this stage. 


Sardar Kehr Singh: Sir, at present our main difficulty is the shortage 
of water and we must see tha: the agriculturists are given: all possible 
facilities in this matter. Moreover’ we have another party watching our 


activities. That party is always ready to pick holes in whatever the 


Congress may do. It is loud in proclaiming that the Congress has failed 
to fulfil its pledges to the masses. I wish to say a word to those who 
control the destiny of our State. It is this. If the Government can do 
some useful work, nobody will grudge paying more taxes and revenues. 


But if nothing useful is attained the perple will feel dissatisfied. As 


matters stand, we notice that so far tne people living in rural areas have 
be-n provided with very little ameniti-s of life, while the urban population 


‘has been comparatively well cared for. In villages we have very few schools 
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and gòod roads. So I would appeal to the Government to pay more 
at tention to the needs of the village people. 


Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar (Non Union Labour) (Hindi): Sir, at 
_ the outset I wish to draw: the attention of the Government to the fact 
. that very little time as beea allottel to such an important affair as the 
budget discussions. We are, in fact, going on with the work in a rather 
hasty manner. In this connection Sir, my submission is that we are not 
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laying down a happy tradition for the future. To-day we find that the 
opposition party is in a hopeless minority. What will be our state of 
affairs when the opposition gains strength? The Unionist Government 
was doing likewise. Here, Sir I wish to dwell on three matters. 


In the first place, hon. Members are aware that the condition 
of the labourers working on Bhakra and Nangal projects is far from 
satisfactory. In spite of various representations made to the Government 
on behalf of the labourers it is a matter of regret that no protection has 
been made available to them under the Factories Act and other Acts like 
the payment of Wages Act, Industrial Employment Act, Minimum Wage 
Act etc. enacted in order to adequately protect labour from merciless 


_ exploitation. They have not been granted any facilities which they should 


get. The Government is duly authorised to grant such concessions by means of 
a liberal notification of law and rules thereun Jer. But nothing is being done in 
this direction. The provision of electricity and water is not adequate in the 
quarters provided tothe workers at these head works. In this connection 
a resolution is intended to be moved but I cannot say whether we wili 
be allowed the opportunity by the Leader of the House todo so in this 
session. Anyhow the number of the labourers is quite high and it is 
in the fitness of things that the provisions of Factory Act and other Acts 
should be made applicable to them so that they are given the protection 
by inclusion of the Fair Wage Clause and in the Government contracts, 
just as the Central Government P. W. D. has done, and provided vith 
so many other facilities. The Jabourers of Central workshop Amritsar 
have also certain long-standing grievances in the matter of holidays, 
fixation of grades etc. In the last bye-election, they gave vent to their 
feelings and we had to try to meet their point of view. It is a matter of 
regret that nothing has been done to implement the promises made to the 
workers. They want more holidays, better facilities properly fixed grades, 
standardized wages, proper rules of recruitment, security of service, 
regularity in increments etc. and we should try to see their point of view. 
The treatment of the Government of their labour should be a mode) for others, 


but what we see is, the workers here are worse off as compared with the 
private employees. 


Next I come to the question of abiana. There are three things to 
be noted in this connection. In the first place Shri Virendra has stated that 
we should look to the interests of the state. In my opinion such remarks 
need not be made. Such remarks are a reflection upon the hon. 
Members. They imply that only Shri Virendra looks tothe interests of 
of the State. ln a democratic set-up there are differences of outlook and 
1 think such redections should be avoided as far as possible. I for one 
consider that the increase in the rates of abiana is dangerous even 
from purely economic point of view, because the burden of this increase 
is intimately connected with the prices of commodities of daily use by the 
agriculturists. It has been stated that on account of the opening of 
Sirhind Canal, the agriculturists have earned a lot of income and so they 
can easily spare some for the revenues of the State. In my opinion such 
stray and isolated instances lead us to wrong conclusions. Of course, one 
can prove that the income of the agriculturists has increased during the 
recent years due to rise in the prices of the agricultural commodities. But 
a tax is not imposed on mere gross income of the tax payer. It is 
imposed according to the capacity of the person topay. So long as we 
do not also keep in view the cost of production and the cost of living 
of the persons to be taxed, our whole tax structure would be based on 
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wrong assumptions, and will seriously conflict with the interests of the people, 
and therefore ultimately of the State. In order to decide whether we 
tax a certain section of the population or not and if we are to tax them, 
then how much tax should we imposed, we will have to consider two 
things—the income and the cost of production including the cost of living 
of th2 protucer. It is a fundamental principle of taxation that the tax 
is always imposed on the net income, or the real income, which is 
calculated after the deduction of the real costs from the gross income. If 
the income of a class of people is such that it leaves only a living wage or 


hardly even that, if proper calculations are made, then the taxable capacity 


of that classis nil. In that case the tax would be on their subsistence, which 
no one can justify. I, therefore, feel that the cultivators should not be burdened 
with enhanced taxes. Now, Sir, if you just take into consideration the 
price indices, you will see that the prices of food-grains have not risen 
in the same proportion as the prices of those commodities which the 
zamindar is required to purchase to meet his requirements. For instance 
he has to buy agricultural implements and other industrial commodities the 
prices of which have shot up out of all proportion. Let me quote figures which 
speak for themselves. The index of prices of foodgrains in April 1941 stood 
at 322 and in December 1949 it rose to the figure of 360. Then we 
come to the other side of the picture- The prices of commodities, which 
the cultivators stand in need of indicate phenomenal rise. In April 1941 
the index stood at 262 but it went up to 401 in Aprii 1949 and stood at 
479 in December, 1949 This clearly shows that the prices which the 
cultivators had to pay ‘or their necessities of life etc. far exceeded the 
prices which they received for their foodgrains. Now it is a well known 
fact that when the income rises due to rise in prices there is a corresponding 
increase in the cost of production too. So if the income of the cultivator 
has been rising, his cost of production, too, has gone up several times. But 
when his -income would decrease, the cost of production would not fall 
proportionately and simultaneously. The fall in prices of their produce 
woild be greater than the fall in the cost of production. I would 


therefore impress upon the Government that it should not ignore this 


aspect of the matter while deciding to increase the burden of taxes on 
the cultivators, 


Now we have two categories of cultivators in the Punjab. The number 


of the actual tillers of the land far exceeds the number of big zamindars who 


can be counted on fingers. If we analyse the income of the big zamindars we 
find that if abiana is increased by 50 percent in their case, they will be able to 
pay it. But so far as the small cultivators who constitute the largest number 
are concerned, it is very difficult for them to make both ends meet. They 
will be hit hard by the increase in water rates. In this connection I would 
like to quote from Mr, Darling, the author of the ‘Punjab Peasant in Prosperity 
and Debt’. 


“It is commonly assumed that high prices are good for the cultivator...... 
But it is only correct as long as he has more to sell than to buy. If it 
is other way rouad, he benefits no more than any other class of 
consumer. In the Punjab a man with twenty to thirty acres generally 
has. məre to sell thin to buy, and ifhis land is secured against draught 
by canal or well. high prices are an obvious advantage. But where 
in some district a man is lucky, if he has half a dozen acres to, culti- 
vate, thev are as likely as not an evil, but it is only in good years that 
he has much to sell and in bad years he may have to buy the very 
grain that he eats.” 


You will seé, Sir. that it is not necessary that the rise in prices should 
always prove beneficial to the poor peasant or a self cultivating small holder, 
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‘It wiil also be seen that the benefit of rise.in prices will accrue only to those 


zamindars who possess niore than thirty acres of land. But here in the Punjab 


the peasant proprietor does not ordinarily own this much land. Then Mr. | 


Darling quotes a Deputy Commissioner, who said in 1879 as below. 


Generally, the produce raised on a holding is not more than sufficient to 
support the family of the cultivator. It is only the larger owners.,..... 
who have a surplus for sale. 


- Forty years later the same tendency was noticed by another Deputy 


cose 


Com niss oner of the same district, who inter alia, said, 


The larger land owners have profited a lot by the rise in the prices... 
the small owners have suffered; and the reason is, that the latter howe 
little to sell and as much as ever to buy...’ In certain villages of very 
small holders high prices have been ‘more a curse than a blessing‘ 
while in bad years they seldom have enough to eat, 


Mr. Darling says elsewhere as follows :— 


For the smallest holder high prices are probably an evil, as for the large 
holders, they are clearly a blessing. For a holder w ho cultivates ten 
or twelve acres it isa question whether they are good or bad. 


These excerpts clearly indicate that Government is labouring under a 


wrong impression that higher prices have enriched the agriculturists as a whole. 


As I have already stated, a few big zamindars must have been benefited. As 


` you are aware, Sir, this State mainly consists of small holders. The rise in 


prices have not benefited them to that extent which the Government thinks. 


Then, it has been stated by some of my hon. Friends that if the prices 
of commodities have soared high, the wages of the labouring classes too have 
gone high. For instance it is said that a clerk or a factory labourer drawing 
39 rupees per mensem is now getting Rs. 75/- or so per mensem. My hon. 
Friends forget that the prices are rising with such rapidity that the real wages 
are no longer keeping pace with them. There is a lag between the prices and 
the real wages. ‘As you are aware, Sir, in villages transactions generally take 
place in kind rather than in cash. So if we keep this fact in view, it will be 
seen that the rise in wages in terms of cash may look very great but in terms 
of kind it is not commensurate with the wages. It is obvious that the argu- 
ment that the rising prices have proved beneficial to the labouring classes as 
well as the zamindars, does not hold water. I therefore maintain that the 
increase in abiana is not justified. Now the formula on which abiana has been 
based is R/2+1-+-M, where R stands for remainder after deducting the Barani 
from Nehri income; I for interest and M for maintenance charges. That is 
when a barani land is irrigated by canal water, abiana is charged. It is calcu- 
lated on the basis of the above formula It includes interest and the mainten- 
ance charges Government has a right to levy a charge but to the extent of 
the interest and the maintenance charges. I challenge the Government 
that it can enhance the water rates. It was levied by the Britishers. It is 
long over due that it should be overhauled “now. Government says that it 
is running canal irrigation on commercial basis. I may say that the 
expenditure of 42 per cent of the irrrigation revenue as working expenses of the 
Irrigation Department shows that the department is’ not really proving a 
paving proposition. Any businessman would tell that a commercial concern 
which consumes a substintial amoint as working expenditure, cannot be 
regarded as a profitable propositron. Government should set its house in 
order before demanding an enhancement in the abiana. Then the procurement 
policy of the Government is surely against the interests of the kisans. The 
fixation of the prices of the agricultural commod'ties is done to the 
detriment of the interests of the growers. In this connection 
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I would like to quote from a pamphlet called the ‘Economic Review’ brought 
out by the all India Congress Office. 


There exists today no scientific basis for the fixation of agricultural prices 
and since these have always been fixed at a rate lower than what may 
be called just, agriculture has alwavs been a losing concern. No 
economy but uneconomy alone can prevail ina country where agri- 
culture is run at a loss. And is there any business that cannot be 
made unprofitable? If the purchasers start buying cars worth rupees 
ten thousand at only rupees five thousand, can the car industry remain 
a profitable business? But this is actually the state of affairs with 
regard to agriculture in our country. There is much that is arbitrary e 
so far as the fixation of prices is concerned. There is no one law 
regarding the same. The price may be fixed either by the seller or 
the buyer. But when it comes to fixing the prices of agricultural 
produce, the buyers in the cities decide it and again the prices of 
finished products are fixed bv the sellers in the cities. That means 
that not the seller and the buver, but the city folks fix the prices in 
cither case and the villages have to quietly acquiesce, and are exploited 
either way. This injustice must be put an end to. The prices of agri- 
cultural products must be fixed on a scientific basis. That basis can 
only be able to provide the means of living to the cultivators and 
their hired labourers. This basis has already been accepted for the 
products of the mills. We demand the same for agricultural products. 


We should not forget the wages of the cultivators. In this connection I 
would like to quote many writers in support of my contention but as the time 
at my disposal is very short, I will not be able to say anything more than what 
I have already said so far as this matter is concerned. 


Further it has been argued that there was no other alternative left to the 
Government except raising the water rates with a view to balancing the Budget. 
On the one hand it has been maintained by the Government that the economy 
of our State has been displaced and shattered. Our State is bleeding and it is 
reduced to a skeleton. It is just like an anaemic patient who goes on sinking 
for want of blood Just as a surgeon finds it useless to apply his lancet to such 
a patient similarly it is useless and at the same time dangerous if we apply any 
lancet to our skeleton State. Where and how to apply the lancet is 
a biz problem even if ıt is felt necessary to do so. Before taking any such 
step it has got to be seen whether the application of this lancet will result 
in any good to the patient. We have lost excellent lands in Pakistan. Our 
agriculture is in the weakest state at present, and the majority of people belong- 
ing to the agricultural profession feel very much depressed. Let us not over 
burden them. It is not necessary that the budget should always be a balanced or 
a surplus one. As the time at my disposal is very short, I do not think I will be 
able to read out the opinion of Mr. Hicks, an eminent economist of United 
Kingdom. I will, however, place before the House his views in my own words. 
He is of the opinion that it is an old and conservative practice to prepare 
budzets in such a way so as to show some surplus in them. Such things, he 
says, were done in olden times when Governments of those days were not indulg- 
ing in any trade or business. He is also of the opinion that now-a-days the 


"budgets of the Governments which indulge in various trades and undertake all 


sorts of commercial enterprises are only matters of accounting simply to show 
that the deficit of current year can be made up in the next year. 


ac 


The hon. Chief Minister has in the course of his speech pointed out that a 
sum of 2} crores came to our share under the Deshmukh Award. I am really 
constrained to remark that grave injustice has been done to our State by 
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giving us a very meagre amount. Our State has been given only 81% of the 
total income tax paid by us while other States have been given as much as 
700°% of the total amount under this Award. It is, therefore, crystal clear from 
this that grave injustice has been done to us by giving us only 81% under 
this Award The Punjab will of course remain actually a deficit province for 
some years to come, until its agriculture and industries are fully settled. The 
centre ‘must in the meanwhile take the responsibility for making up the deficit, 
just as it had been doing in t e case of Sindh, Orissa and N. W. F. P. after 
ae provinces were separated during the British regime. 


Sant Narindar Singh (Ex-Member, West Punjab Assembly represent- 
ting Montgomery East, Sikh, Rural) (Punjabi): Sir, hon. Members know it 
full well that all of us here are responsible for running the administration 
of our State. We have been elected by our people to safeguard their interests. 
It is, therefore, our bounden duty to devise ways and means to improve 
their lot. [thas been decided by the Government to increase the water rates. 
My hon. Friends have in the course of their speeches urged upon the Govern- 
ment not to take such step as it is bound to be deterimental to the interests of 
the zamindars in general and the poor kisans in particular. [ woull like 
to point out that the zamindars and kisans from West Punjab who have 
already been uprooted would be grieved toa great extent if and when 
enhance! water rates are charged from them. Most of these zamindars and 


._kisans have settled in the border districts and the imposition of these enhanced 


rates will result in grave injustice to them. Now-a-days public meetings 
are beinz held in the rural areas in which fiery speeches are delivered against 
the Congress organisation and the Congress Government. People living 
in the rural areas who constitute about 85% of the total population of the 


‘State want that their lot should be improved: If instead of any substantial 


good being done to them they are over-burdened with increased water- 


‘rates, I am afraid they will get dissatisfied with the day-to-day administra- 
-tion of the Government and will thus make all-out efforts to bring disrepute 
` toit. It is really high time that our Government realized the pressing need 
cof the hour. Under the circumstances, I would request the Government in 
the name of the Punjab and in the name of law and order not to increase 


the water rates. If this is not done, I am afraid it will have very bad 


` repurcussions. 


I would like to say a few words about the Irrigation Depart ent 
My hon. Friends know it full well. that I am an occupancy tenant. I have 
experienced that the. officiais of this department while away most of. their 
time in leisure and do not take any pains whatsoever in the work 


‘entrusted to them. It will not b> out of place.to mention here that in the 


rural area the officers do -not. even listen to what the ML.A.’s say. To 
me it appears that they are afraid lest M.£.A’s should ask question in the 


' -House about them. Since I also belong to the same district of my hon. 


Origfhal with; 


‘Friend Sardar Sajjan Sing who asks volleys of questions on the floor of 
-the House, I have to suffer for this action on his part as a result of 


which officials do not give a putient hearing to whit [ say. So far 
as the officers are concernel, they should realize that we who come 
trom the rural areas have learnt and unlearnt much. Like the true Congress-men 
we are also using “Khaddar”. The officials of the department whose duty it 
is to supply water to the zamindiars enjoy certain advantages while discharg- 
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ing their duties. During the hot summer, cold wate- is always available in 
their Kothis, Water is always made available to them for watering their 
well maintained gardens. Further | would like to point out that patwaris and 
particularly the Congress-minde! patwaris do not resort to any bribes. 
They refuse to accept even a little quantity of produce which we used to give 
them previously. They say that under the changed conditions when they had 
their own Government it was unfair to accept anything whatsoever. 


- Lastly I would like to warn the Government not to increase 
the water rates. If this is not donc, it will have very bad repercussions 
for which both the Government and the hon. Members of the House would 
be held responsible by the people of our State. 


Sardar Dalip Singh Kang (Ex-Member West Punjab Assembly represen- 
ting South West Punjab, Sikh, Rural) ((Punjabi) : Sir, it has been said that 
the gcod of our State as a whole should be our watchword and that we should 
allstand for the interest cf our State asa whole. I quite agree with the 
view expressed by some of my ken. Friends. Being the son of the soil I wish 

~ to make it clear that we are rooted to the soil and are not birds of the weather. 

We have, therefor. the greatest regard for the interests of our State. But I 

really fail to understand as to why Government has thought it fit to 

increase the water rates only. It will not be out ot place to mention here 

that in spite of the deficit of Ks. 1,70,600 in connection with the supply of 

electric energy, our Government did not dare to increase the electricity rates. 

My lon. Friends would be surprised to know that the private companies 

‘continue to be charged at the rate of annas -/6/- per unit. I realy fail 

to understand as to why electricity rates have not been increased when 

there is every justification on the part of the Government to doso. On 

the other hand we find that water rates have been increased without any 

thyme or reason. Asa matter of fact | will rot object to the decision of the 

Government in so far as the enhanced water rates are ccncerned, if after tackl- 

ing a:l the resources it is still faced with some deficit. There scems to be no 

reason why all the resources havé not been tackled. It really does not 

behove our Government to increase the water rates without tacl.ling all other 

resources It seems that while making this decision it has not realized as 

to what would be the repercussions of this increase in the water. rates. 

Sir, unfortunately there were 3 jat Ministers and 4 non-Jat Ministcrs.in the last 

Cabinet. They overlooked the adver-e effect of such a decision on the poor 

np Zaminda.s. It was that cabinet which increased the number of Engineers 

from 2 to 3. This decision to raise by 50 percent the abiana rates was 

made by the same Cabinet. They perhaps couid little anticipate that this 

increased abiana would operate so harshly upon the rural interests. It is 

Strange that this Government has the boldness to say that it is striving to 

| promote the welfare and prosperity of the rural population. This veiled 

je - expression of sympathy is only an attempt to throw dust in the eyes of 

_ villagers and isonly but a lip homage to them, fam reminded of a Punjabi 
couplet which says i= | ~~ 


ae R Hi aes ge aes a funra fawra i 
ree at AAi BR GVA zl AT SAAT | 


1: I know that agriculturists are already face to face with difficulties and 
„they can hardly make both ends meet. Their expenses far exceed their 
income. and they are passing through serious difficulties on- account of high 
cost of living these days.’ When this is the condition, the Government should 
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ponder seriously whether it would be possible for the zamindars to bear this 
increased burden. I think the officials who have advised the Government to 
increase the present water rate have given a wrong advice to the Government. 


The Government could otherwise effect saving as there is considerable seope 


in the reduction of expenditure in the Irrigation Department. The Finance 
Secretary of the Government has also laid great stress on exercising the utmost 
economy in Governmental expenditure. On page 45 of the Memorandum of 
Budget, he says :— 


Its expenditure appears to be capable of reduction, without much loss 
of the general efficiency of our administrative set-up. ‘hat, however, 
will only be possible if each Government servant (from those in the 
highest ranks of officers to the lowest class IV employee) could 
develop a financial conscience, a financial conscience that would end- 
eavour to save by all possible means on the one hand and raise all 

ssible revenue on the other. Such a financial conscience would 
shudder at the thought of any waste of public funds, and regard such 
a waste as the worst social sin against the Punjabis of India. 


It is generally observed that funds are being squandered in the Irrigation 
Department and money is flcwing like water. According to the Finance 
Secretary’s views any waste of public funds is a social sin which has its 
repercussions on the Provincial economy as a whole. But after the partition 
we find that there are three Engineers instead of two during the pre- 
partition days. Proposal of giving a contract of Bhakra Dam is also under 
the consideration of the Government. There was a preponderance of Hi:dus 
and Sikhs in the Irrigation Department and though very few canals have 
come to our share after the partition yet we have got plenty of officers. Every 
effort is being made to absorb them in the administration of the State. There 
is not a little doubt that these officers are all capable and efficient, 
but when there is a keen demand for such officers in the States, I do not know 
why these officers are not being spared by our Government. I fail to appre- 
ciate the logic of keeping officers in plethoric plenty in our State and burden- 
ing the Government exchequer, when they can easily be absorbed in the 
various States. Now I would say something about the Bhakra Nangal Project 
It is no doubt a gigantic multi-purpose scheme unique in the whole of India. 
I have visited the Project myself and must appreciate the superb work done 
by the Engineers. But I am of the opinion that this colossal task will not be 
successfully handled by our Engineers. It is just possible that they may be 
able to build high weir across the river Sutlej and successfully do canal 
construction and road or bridge building but I think they are absolutely raw 
at tunnelling and dam work. This work requires supervision of experts and 
it would be better if the work is entrusted to a foreign firm. When Boulder 


Dam in America which now holds the record was constructed, the big capi- 


talists of America had set up factories to provide technical equipment for the 
Dam. But unfortunately India has to depend solely upon America for 
providing such machinery without which it would not be possible to speed up 
the projects. The Central Government should place large funds at the disposal 
of the State to materialise the huge work which is now in hand, 


There are three canals in Ambala District but unfortunately all of them 
are not supplying wate- to the Ambala District. J had requested the Minister- 
in-charge to make arrangement for providing water to Ambala District through 
these canals as I understand that the Engineers have made survey of the soil 
and they are of the opinion that the water in the canals is at a low level. It 


would, therefore, be possible to raise the water level without any difficulty 


with the help of machinery. If the Government takes necessary steps in this 


direction, we will be able to give water supply from these canals to 
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land in Ambala for the whole of the year. I think Government has also 
entered into an agreement with the Bikaner State to give water supply. That 
State has agreed to give its land to our peasants for cultivation. The 
Government will be well advised to take that land and allot it to the displaced 
persons. It is also observed that in the area irrigated by canals, the Irrigation 
Department generally gives water outlets to the agriculturists for irrigation 
purpose. Such a system is open to serious objection as it encourages corrup- 
tion and bribery in the Department. Such agriculturists can take water 
outlets who can give bribes to the officers in charge. But as regards the 
increased ‘abiana’ I would say that tnis will impede the progress of ‘Grow 
More Food’ Campaign. 


Sir, | am here reminded of a story. A Raja went out for hunting and 
felt very thirsty. He went toa field of sugar-canes and asked the 
5 P.M. owner for a cup of water. The owner taking him to be some stranger 
crushed two canes, filled a cup and gave it to the Raja. The Raja was 
surprised to find that a cup had been filled only by two canes. He asked him 
as to how much he paid for land revenue. The farmer praising the ruler of 
the place said that the kind Raja was charging him only Rs. 2/-. The itaja 
went away but thinking that the farmer was very prosperous. and that he 
contributed very little towards the excheaquer thought of raising his tax to. 
rupees ten. On another day the Raja happend to go to the same farm. When’ 
he asked for a drink the farmer could not fill the cup with tencanes. The 
Raja inquired as to why ten canes were required for a cup in place of two as 
he had seen before. The farmer replied that it was so perhaps because of 
some bad intentions on. the part of the Raja of the place. This appears to be 
the position of our agriculturists vis-a- vis the Government. 


Pandit Jiwan Lall (South West Gurgaon, General, Rural) (Hindustani) : 
Sir, I venture to place before this august House my views regarding irrigation. 
Many hon. Members have drawn the attention of the Government towards 
Bhakra Dam, but I request the Government that other means of irrigation 
should not be lost sight of. After all water cannot be supplied to all districts 
from Bhakra. The experiment of boring tube wells has proved a great 
success in district Gurgaon and the same experiment can be tried at other 
places with profit. So far as District Gurgaon is concerned I have no doubt that 
Bhakra cannot supply its needs and the Government will do well in emulating 
the example of U. P. and spending as much money as it can on tube wells at 
that place. Such a step will help us to grow more and enable us to contribute 
more towards the coffers of the State. >ir, it is an admitted fact that district 
Gurgaon is a dry place. People and their lands are always thirsty for water. 
This year rains have failed and the people are not happy as their crops are 
bad. They are already paying water rate beyond their capacity but in case 
some more water can be made available to them they would be prepared to 
tolerate and pay any increase in this rate with pleasure. 


‘As for the Bhakra Dam I have also, like some of my hon. Friends, seen 
things for myself and am of the opinion that this project will take a very 
long time to complete. The reason is that the work at that place is not 
being conducted in a proper way. For three or four months work is entrusted 
to one Minister and for three or four following months to another with the 
result that nobody feels the responsibility. ln my humble opinion this work 
will only be accomplished if we bury the party spirit and all 78 Members work 
as one team, It Ministries are ephemeral and come and go they do not feel 
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secure and therefore cannot render useful service. According to the Hindustani 
adage a bride only serves the house when she has some security in the 
house. 


4g Aes’ 34 Bd A4 gua a] TMH | 
AE FER AT At FI Tea Bl Al MA | 


We should realize that the responsibilty for running the Government 
does not lie only on the shoulders of three or four Ministers but on all of 
us who are Members of this House. When that happens I am sure our 
State will be marching from progress to progress. | 


Sardar Man Singh Jathedar (Ex- Member west Punjab Assembly 
representing Sheikhupura west, Sikh, Rural) (Punjabi): Sir a good deal of 
discussion has taken place on Bhakra Dam and increase in “abiana” i.e. water 
rate . I wish to say something about the latter. I find that the poor 
zamindar is already paying so many taxes e.g. abiana, land revenue, local 


rate, chowkidara etc. etc. but all these taxes are utilized for providing . 


amenities to the urbanites in the form of roads, schools, colleges and hospitals 


and no benefit goes to the rural people. It appears as if the villagers must 
sweat so that the people in the cities may lead luxurious lives. In Punjab _ . 


they say: i o | 
aS BE $ stage 3 He’ ute g A 
gaz ay 7 masa à azi ala q gM 


= The zamindar is already groaning under the heavy burden of taxes and 
it will by sheer injustice to effect any increase in the water rate. He is poor 
and cannot pay more. In these circumstances I would suggest that this 
burden should not bẹ put on the zamindar but on shoulders which can easily 
carry it. lf the zamindars are ignorant and weak, it does not mean that 
they should he exploited. They know that every day attempts are made to 
rob them of whatever litle they have. So far they have paid all kinds of 
dues very willingly but this does not mean that their simplicity and goodness 


should stand them in bad stead. There are no schools or colleges in the- 


villages. In my constituenc, there are one hundred such villages where 
there are no schools or colleges. 


The decision to increase water rate has been made in order to bring it 
at par with that which prevailed in Lyallpur, Montgomery and Gujranwala. 
It should not be fortgotten that those lands were much better and the water 
in the canals there flowed throughout the year. In our canals the water 
flows for not more than one week in a month. For the remaining days the 
canals remain closed. The seeds which we sow dry up Lefore we get canal 
water. There are some canals which get water for only three or four months 
during the rainy season. I sowed paddy cn thousands of acres of land iu 
Kaithal and invested on it all the money which I had but there being no water 
in the canal, all my crops dried up. The canals i? our State are entirely 
undependable and no zamindar can be sure of getting water from them. Not 
to speak of increased water rate, we have found it difficult to pay even land 
revenue. When the Financial Commissioner paid a visit to Kaithal, I 
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showed him the dried up crops of paddy and explained to him how difficult 
it was for us to pay the land-revenue. Under these circumstances it shall. 
not be proper and just to raise water-rate to the level of that which prevailed 
in Lyallpur. The land in this State was not fertile and the Zamindar had ! 
already suffered heavy losses on the partition of the province I request ! 
the Government not to increase the burden of taxes on poor kisans. | 


Sardar Bachan Singh (Ludhiana Central, Sikh, Rural) (Punjabi): 
: sir, there is a chart in front of me in which are given the grades of pay of | 
the Overseers before and after 1946. They complained that their salary: 
was very low and requested the Government to raise it. Their department. | 
acted in a manner in which hardly any other department would act. They’ | 
agreed to concede to the request of the Overseers and raised their starting | 
pay from Rs. 80 to Rs. 90 per mensem. After six years they came to realise | 
tbat their pay had in fact been reduced. Whén their pay was Rs. 80° ! 
per mensum they got an annual increment of Rs. 7 but when it was raised - 
to Rs. 90 per mensem the annual increment was reduced to Rs. 5. After | 
seven years there was decrease in their pay. They have calculated that | 
2 after twenty two years of service each one of them would have suffered a loss. | 
of about Rs. 3,250. Ordinarily it is found that every department sheltered. 
its subordinates but in the case of this department you can mark the treat- | 
ment meted out to the Overseers. What treatment could. the public expect | 
from such a department? There are three chief Engineers’in this department 
who receive total salary exceeding one lakh of rupees, while thirty five 
peons are paid Rs. 9250 only in a year. What justice can be expected 
from this department? It is said that the Government was suffering loss in.. | 
this department and it was therefore necessary to increase water-rate. When 
sixty lakhs of rupees are spent in the form of salaries, it is not fair to say 
that the Government is suffering loss. Will the Government complain 
of‘ loss' if it raises its expenditure on salaries to two crores? The ~ 
Central Government is being praised in. the whole country for one 
thing that it has reccntly done. In order to increase industrial output in 
the country, the Government has reduced the incidence of taxation on the 
industry. This has been done to undo the effect of Liaqat Ali Budget. which 
was intended to benefit the Britishers. Dr. John Mathai acted boldly and 
challenged the Members of the Parliament that they would realise the wisdom 
of this decision after five years. oo 


i Take the case of our State now. Before partition the Punjab used to 
be a surplus Province and it used to export lakhs of tons of food-grains to 
other Provinces. After partition ours is a deficit State. It has a deficit of. 
about one lakh or one and a half lakhs of tons of food-grains. The conditions 

o may be worse this year due to bad crops. The other Provinces which are deficit 

in food-grains have the advantages ot being industrialised. Bombay, Bengal,, 

- Madras and U. P. are highly industrialised States. In the case of our State, 
the small industry which existed in Amritsar is gradually flying to other 

‘tates. When we are already deficit in food, the increase in water rate will 

mean lesser production and this would mean great loss to the State. At 

present there is widespread agitation among the public. While school teachers 

are agitating for the acceptance of their demands, the factory workers and 

Overseers are - pressing for redress of their wrongs. The Overseers have 

jpe announced their intention of staging a strike and if the Government fails to` 
pay prompt attention, they might carry out their threat. The Government 


° feels happy that the kisans do not agitate or go on strikes but it should 
remember that they do not. believe in threats or otuer half measures. Their 
-rising shook the strongest system in the world. For these reasons I shall 
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ask the Government to realise the feelin żs of the kisans. They feel that they 
are already burdened with heavy taxes. They have to pay local rate, sales tax 
and several other taxes. It is feared that in the next settlement even land- 
revenue might be increased. The kisan to-day is quite different from the kisan 
of the past. At present the kisan is thinking as to what has become of the pro- 
mises made by those who came to power about two and a half years back. 
These promises remain unfulfilled There was a time when those who now hold 
the reins of office used to proclaim that under their regime the salaries of the 
big officers would be reduced. But what do we find? Nothing of the sort 
has been done. While on the one hand fat salaries of rupees three thousand 
a month are being paid and no reduction is carried out in the expenses of 
administration. On the other hand poor {people are asked to pay more 
revenues to the State in the form of increased rates of abiana. Under the 
circumstances the farmer is campelled to consider whethe: he should change 
the present Government and replace it by one which may be more sympathe- 
tic towards the poor. 


«2 


Sardar Swaran Singh Is it not a fact that the proposal for increasing = 
the abiana was made by the Government of which tae hon. Member was the 
Chief Parliamentary Secretary ? 


Sardar Bachan Singh: The hon. Member should know that the ctfice of 
the Chief Parliamentary Secretary is concerned with parliamentary affairs and 
not with the administrative policies Moreover as far as I am concerned I 
have always opposed new taxes like abiana. I challenge Sardar Swaran Singh 
to prove that I ever did not oppose it. As a matter of fact it is Sardar Swaran 
Singh who speaks with two voices. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: I think the hon. Member has also caught this 
disease from me. (Laughter). 


Sardar Bavhan Siagh: Sir, what I wish to submit is that there are 
some hon. Frierids who pretend to be well-wishers of the kisans. But in fact 
they are in league with those who have nothing to do with the poor people. 
They pretend to be their friends while in fact they are not. When the question 
of voting comes they side with th»se who heap injustices upon the pvor 
peasants. Sardar Swaran Singh is one of those persons. 


\/ Mr. Speaker. No insinuations, please. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Sir, what I mein to say is that when any party 
especially when it is a Government party, decides that there is to be an 
increase in abiana its members will have to obey the party. If they speak t 
against it, it is merely to mislead the people. When I wasa member of 
the Congress party I was expected to support its policy. When I felt that 
by remaining in the Congress { could not serve the people, Í left it. I consider 
it my duty to serve the people and not the party. 


v Mr. Speaker: That is irrelevant. 


e aay ha mm ES Se aa y 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Sir, I was saymg that the problem of abiana 
should be considered in the light of the fact whether its increase will heip the 
farmers in the Grow More Food campaign or have an adverse effect upon it, 
I have fears in my mind that if the Government does not change its decision 
regarding abiana there might be a strong agitation throughout the length ae 


t. Í 
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breadth of the Punjab and the Government will not be able to meet the 
shalienge of the Kisans. 


Sardar Isher singh Mujhail (Amritsar North, Sikh, rural: (Punjabi) : Sir, 

to-day I had no mind to speak on this problem But the fact that 

R the simple question of abiana his been given a colour of being a 
question between the ruralites and urbanites; and Jats and non- 

Jats, compels me to express my views on the subject. In my view 
this question has nothing to do with urban and rural conflict of 
interests. In this connection I wish to mention here that in Feroze- 
pore sometime back when the zamindars were supplied more canal 
water their income increased. In a conference which among others was 
’ attended by the Deputy Commissioner, the Jats of the ilaqa decided 
to offer double the water rates of their own sweet will to the 

Government. What I mean to say is that if the income of the 

farmers increases they can have no objection in giving more water-rate 

aed to the State. In such a state of aflairs the Kisans will be willing 
7 to part with a portion of their income for the revenues of the State. 
But my doubts are that thé facts and figures, which some of my ' 

honourable Friends have quotedin order to show an increase in the 

income of the agriculturist and in order to give a justification for the 

enhanced rates of abiana, have no foundation. We should not be led 

away by these figures. My hon. Friend Shri Virendra has referred 

to the prosperity index. This index ignores some of the important facts 

which have a bearing upon the conclusions drawn from it.. For instance, it 

has been stated that the prices of wheat and other food grains have gone up. 

But the fact that the prices of bullock have increcsed from rupees fifty or 

sixty to rupees six or seven hundred has not been mentioned. 


Shri Virendra : But who sells these bullocks ? 


Sardar Ishar Singh Mujhail: Shri Virendra has asked as to who are 
the sellers of these bullocks Of course, they are the agriclturists, but the 
example of the Abohar Seed Farm is before us. It is a farm managed and 
aided by the Government. If we look at the statistics relating to this farm 
we will notice that although the farmers connected with this farm have been 
provided all sorts of facilities which ordinary farmers do not get, still these 
farmer’s lot is not as it should be. They are running ata loss. I cannot 
understand the argument that the income of the agriculturists has increased. 
On the other side also I don’t like the view point that has been put forth by 
some of my hon. Friends that the abiana was increased because such and 
ome such a Minister was in power. These personal reflections should be avoided. 

My submission with regard to abiana is that the majority of members of the 

“ Resources and Retrenchment Committee are those who have no intimate 
knowledge of the agriculturists They cannot realise the difficulties of the 

village people. In this connection my-complaint is that the poor agricultu- 

rists, upon whom depends the prosperity of this State and who are ina 

difficult condition, have been unnecessarily taxed. The income oi these 

people is meagre. In other States of India and in most of the foreign 

o countries the taxes are generally levied on the income of the agriculturists and 
pas not upon their lands. But here the land is being taxed and not ‘the real income. 
m In the twentieth century when the Government claims to belong to exist for 
the people it is in the fitness of things that this system should be 

reviewed. Mr. Speaker my sabmis-ion is. that so far as the Irrigation Depart- 

ment is concerned; I have. yet to see another department more aed 
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tic and indifferent towards the zamindars than this. I can adduce severa! 
cases in support of my assertion where the Irrigation Department has 
. ‘been unreasonably harsh to the zamindars, Why go far? There isa village 
Suhail Nagar in ourilaqa. The zamindars of that place have been unduly 
and. unjustly inflicted with a collective fine by this department for a certain 
“breach alleged to have been caused by the former. The fact of the matter 
is that the zamindars of Suhail Nagar informed the authorities in time that 
“a certain breach ‘in the canal was imminent but the latter took no timely 
-action to avert that danger. The result was that the breach took place and 
"then an enquiry was instituted by the department. The Deputy Commiss- 
„ioner, Superintendent . of Police and other officials also visited the place and 
“wrote in their pone that the said breach was natural and was not caused 
_by the zamindars. But the department ignored these reports and penalised 
_the whole village for this treach. This has happened because the department 
of- Irrigation considered that might is right and that is why a collective 
‘penalty has been imposed on the helpless and poor zamindars for no fault 
„of theirs. This was only a case of a village, but what has happened now ? 
, The whole zamindar community has been burdened with an additional tax 
“in the form of increased abiana. I may point out, Sir, that the ordinary 
zamindar has been hit hard as ı result of this action He is smarting under 
‘the blow and we would be failing in our duty as representatives of the 
‘gamindars, if we do not bring it to the notice of the Government that this 
undue enhancement in water-rates has caused great resentment among them. 
It is no exaggeration to .say that the tiller of the soil is unable to bear this 
burden and it would become well nigh impossible for him to make both 
ends meet. But I wish that Government resolves :this difficulty in stich 
a manner that onthe one hand the poor zamindar is saved from this addi- 
tional burden and on the other it would be able to tide over the financail 
loss that would be caused to the exchequer by the remittance of the enhance- 
ment made in abiana. I, therefore, request that realisation of abiana on 
enhanced rates may be deferred for some time till the submission of the report 
by the Retrenchment and Resources Committee proposed to be appointed 
‘by the Government. I feel that Government should devise ways and means 
which may result in the reduction of expenditure and increase in the receipts. 


Then, Sir I would request the Government to direct their Agriculture 
Department to disseminate full information to the zamindars as to how much 
-water a particular crop requires for its maturity. Besides I would suggest 
that the village panchayats should be entrusted with the work of maintenance 
of record of water supplied to individual zamindars, and that abiana shoukt 
be assessed on the basis of water utilised by a zamindar for irrigating his lands 
The greater the quantity of water used in irrigating lands, the larger wil be 
‘the amount of abiana assessed on it, and vice versa. 


| There is yet another important point to whic h I want to draw the 
pointed attention of the Government, and it is this. . During. the, last 
settlement operation which took place in the Amritsar Districty the land 
revenue was based on the sliding scale system. I may point out that under 
this method assessment is made on the basis of prices of agricultural commodi- 
‘ties prevailing in the market. So the Amritsar district has for long: been 
paying revenue at higher rates. I, therefore, suggest that the district of 
Amritsar should be precluded from the scheme of levy of increased abiana by 
itty per cent. Under the existing conditions the district of Amritsar deserves 
this. concession. If at all Government cannot help levying this enchancement 


in: water rates; it: should- enforce it in the Punjab minus. the, Amritsar 
district. 
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Chaudhri Badlu Ram (Rohtak Central, General, Rural) (Mindi) : 
Sir, my hon. Friends have- said many things on the subject of abtara 
but J feel that nobcdy has attempte ed io relate the real facts of the 
matter. If these facts have been brought to the notice of the Government, 
the enhancement of abiana would not have taken place. Strictly spea king, 
the officers at the helm of affvirs of the Irrigation Department possess bane 
mentality. Thev do not realise the difficulties of the tiller of the soil. I 
woud suggest that those officers who have suggested an increase of abiana 
by fifty per cent, should personally gu and see the nature of the duties which 
a zamindar is required to perform in the matter of growing agricultural 
commodities, and what hardships he has to undergo with a view to see 
that his crops get properly matured. Do they realise that during 
rainy seasons in the month of Sawan. when lands are generally infested 
with snakes and lightning threatens to destroy anything that comes 
in its wav, the poor zamindar is out in his field to put it in order and i: 
unmindful of what may bappen to him? May I ask if he is bitten by 
a snake, what the officer of the irrigation Department can do for him ? 
Siv, I feel that the offt-iais oi “the Irrigation Department shoud 
not be paid any emoluments. (Laughter) They should rather be asked to pav 
something to the exchequer from their pocket {Renewed laughter) The 
reason is not far to seek. The Irrigation officers live in free a get 
free rations and every other facility free of charge. I would like te 
make a mention of their unsympathetic attitude towards the Zamindars. 
There are two distributaries running through our village. The water at the 
tail of one distributary is very meagre “and is insufficient for i irritating lands 
situated at the tail. But all the same abiana is charged at fillrates. | 
advise | the Zamindars of that place to request the Irrigation avthorities to 
arrange for more water at the tail. But the answer they 1 receive! was that 
they should ask Chaudhri Badlu Fam to make such arrangements. Then, 
Sir, a breach took place in a water outlet naturally but the zamiadar whose 
lands was flooded, was fined for all the water that went to his kuds for no 
fault of his. This is how the poor Zamindar receives shabby treatment at 
the hands of these officials. I am constrained to remark that the diffticul- 
ties of the Zansindars are not taken into account by the officers 
or the Government while passing orders for the enhancement of abiara, 
from Simla Hills. I have no mind to raise the question of agriculturist 
and non - agriculturist. But I cannot help saying that genc rally those 
people support an increase in the abiana who do not possess :n inch of 
land. They sell newspapers and yet raise controversies of Za:nindars and 
non-Zamindars. But we Zarrindars who produce for the good of all have 
been burdened with additional tax | 


Sardar Kartar Singh (Ex-Mem er West Punjab Assembly repre- 
senting Lyallpur West, Sikh, Rural) (Purjeb): Sir, much fas been said 
ahout this demand and my hon. Friends have given free and ful! eXPLESSION 
of their views on the subject. They have also given vent to their senti- 
ments, feelings and difficulties arising out of the enhancement of abiara. I 
have nothire more to add on that point. But I would like to request the 
Government to lose no time to appoint the Retrenchment and Resources 
Committee with a view to finding out ways and means for the enhancement 
of income and reduction of expenditure, l suggest that it should propose 
heavy taxes wherever possible, to enable the Government to withdraw the 
enhancement of abiana and te it to the previons level. ‘S 


Sir, I come from Lyallpur District where I was directly concerned wioi 
canals, I would like to say a few things about the working of the Irrigatnht 
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Department. Being directly concefned with the canals, and having 
contacts with the people who were also concerned with the canals, 
I know the difficulties and grievances of the people in connection 
with the supply of water by the Irrigation Department. I am really 
constrained to remark that corruption is rampant ir this department. 
In fact the employees of this department are accustomed to receive bribes. 
In my opinion so much corruption was not found in the Police Department 
previously as we find in the Irrigation Department to-day. I may assure 
my hon Friends that while constructing almost every outlet the employees 
concerned of this department reserve some share for themselves. The 
employees concerned of the department hesitate to make any water supply 
to zamindars ‘from the canals, unless their palms are greased. In 99 out 
of 100 cases in connection with the water supply, the employees have got 
to be bribed. As a matter of fact there is every likelihood of stoppage 
of water supply unless their thirst for more and mote bribes is not quenched. 
This is not all. Even at the time of imposing fines and also at the time of 
realizing these, they will not hesitate to demand bribes from the poor 
Zamindars. Corruption is the order of the day in this department and the 
sooner it is liquidated the tetter would it be in the interests of both the 
Government and the zamindars. 


Some mention has been made about tke working of the department in 
the district of Amritsar where employees have devised ways and means to 
make money by resorting to corruption, Zamindars are required to put in 
fresh applications every 3rd or 6th month with a view to obtain sanction for 
making water supplies available to them in connection with the Grow More 
ood Campaign. This system of obtaining permiss‘on after every 3rd or 6th 
month has been introduced only with a view to earn some money by resorting 
to corruption. In my opinion there was no necessity to introduce this system. 
Canal water would have easily been made available to villages by turns. My 
hon. Friend, will be surprised to know that day in and day out the employees 
of this department are busy devising ways and means to remoddle the 
distributaries and outlets with a view to resort to corruption. Under the 
circumstances entire liquidation of corruption which is rampant in this 
department is the pressing need of the hour. If this is done, I am sure, people 
of cur State in general and the Zamindars in particular will appreciate the 
uses of the canals. 


Further I would like to say a few words with regard to the expenditure 
of this department. My hon. Friends know it full well that a third post of 
a Chief Engineer was created during the regime of the previous Ministry. 
My hon. Friends will be surprised to know that those who were responsible 
for creating this extra post happennd to be the real well wishers of the 
Zamindars. This is not all. The representatives of the Zamindars in the 
Cabinet also were in favour of creating another post of Chief Engineer. But 
there were some Ministers of the cabinet who opposed this proposal. At that 
time I also opposed this proposal. But inspite of all this opposition, the extra 
post of Chief Engineer was created. My hon Friends know it full well that 
there used to be 3 Chief Engineers in the United Punj b where we had 
intensively irrigated and fertile lands of the canal colonies. Our State has 


got only 21%, of the total area irrigated by the canals in the United Punjab. 
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This department also spends huge amounts on earthwork in connection 
with the embankments and the renovation of bunds. Provision is also made 
in the Budget every year for this purpose. My hon. Eriends would be surprised 
to know that very little quantity of earth is utilized in this direction and the 
major portion of the amounts earmarked for earthwork goes into the pockets 
of the officials. I would therefore request the Government to reduce this 
expenditure and see that the whole amount of expenditure earmarked in the 
Budget is actually spent in this direction. 


Further my hon. Friends have been suggesting to the Government to 
raise the salaries of the subordinate services and also improve the lot of the 
poor people in the State. My hon Friend from Ludhiana has said in the 
course of his speech that day in and day out salaries of the officers are being 
increased by the Government. In my opinion he is not right in saying 
this that the salaries have been increased. I am of the opinion that the 
salaries have not increased. On the other hand we find that prices of all 
the essential commodities have shot up to abnormal levels. It is because 
of this fact that the proposals regarding the increase of the poor subordinate 
services and also about the reduction in the expenditure cannot at present 


be implemented in view of our present income. However [I would reques: 


the Government to reduce the salaries and the allowances of the high officials. 
My hon. Friends would be surprised to know that all Government servants, 
whether high or low complain that they (find it very dfficult to pull on 
with their present salaries. An officer drawing more than Rs. 3090/- per month 
and a low paid Government servant drawing not more than Rs 20/-a month 
make the same complaint that they cannot pull on with their present salaries. 
In fact all Gov-rnment servants have to tell the same tale. In this connec- 
tion I am reminded of an instance. Once Sardar Ganda Singh, professor 
of Khalsa College, Amritsar, while touring France and Germany met a German 
Lieutenant. At that time a wave of nationalism and patriotism had swept 
the whole of Germany. The professor asked him as to how much salary he was 
drawing. The German lieutenant replied that he was drawing an amount 
equal to about Rs. 140/- per month. Hearing this the professor asked him 
if he was not finding it difficult to pull on with this meagre amount of salary. 
He was really suprised to hear the following words by way of reply to his 
remarks : -—- 


I am sorry my Fatherland is very poor, it cannot pay me more. 


This is the spirit of the people of those coun ries which are progressing 
day by day. How cana country where people are ill-fed and ill-clothed, 
make any progress? I amof the opinon that our Government should not 
lose any time in reducing the salaries of the highly paid officials. As a matter 
of fact these officials should set up an example by volunteering themselves 
to have reduction in their salaries. But so faras the question of raising 
the salaries of the subordinate services is concerned, this can be possible only 
at that time when the income of our State will increase or in other words 
when the State would be prosperous. So far as th2 ‘Warashikni’ (interference 
with the turn) of water supply is concerned, Government should make ita 
cognizable offence. It has been experienced that the officers are not empower- 
ed to deal with such untoward happenings. If this offence is made cognizable 
much of the litigation among the jats would be saved and this would be in 
the interests of both the Government and the jats themselves. Such a step 
on the part of the Government, would, I am sure, result in fair and equitable 
distribution of canal water. 
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Lastly I would like to bring this point home to the Government that 
sufficient quantity of water is not to be found in the Doaba Ilaqa asa result 
of which people experience much inconveniences for want of water for irriga- 
tion purposes. Due to scarcity of water in this Jlaqa we find that the welis 
too have becon.e almost dry. I would request the Government to make 
adequate arrangements in this direction. 


‘hief Minister (Fhe bon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava) (Handi): = 
Sir | have listened attentively to ali the speeches that have beeen delivered >: 
in the House. But at the very oucset I would like to say that {I would deal 
with the question neither as an urbanite nor as a ruralite because even though 
I happen to Jive ina town. I have no vested interest in a town or ina village. -a | 
My sole interest is in ‚the State and [ would consider this question only | 
irom that point of view. I would frankly admit that I am not an economist 
but a practical man indeed and have studied this problem from that point 
of view. When I used to study in the College I vividly recollect to have 
heard a story narrated by our Professor Lala Gokul Chand. It is as follows :— 


Once upon a time four experts, namely, an astrologer, a philosopher, a 
mathematician and a musician set out tor an expedition. They travelled = 
- for some distance and reached «a town. Before entering the city, they 
conterred with each other and sought the advice of the astrologer as to how and 
at what time they should seek entry into the city. He advised them to 
enter it through drain and at the zero hour of the night. All of them 
followed that silly process though with seeming patience and great 
difficulty. On the following day they proposed to make arrangement for 
their meals. On mutual consultation, the task of purchasing the necessary 
articles was entrusted to the mathematician and the philosopher. Both of them 
went to the grocer’s : hop and asked for ghee. The grocer s »pplied them with 
the necessary quantity and the mathematician atter inquiring about the rate 
busied himself to make calculations on the paper to arrive at the exact 
amount of payment they had to make. In the meantime, the grocer put 
the ghee in the cup and when the cup was almost full to the brim, there was 
some ghee left over. It was now a problem tor them to put the ghee in that 
cup. The mathematician sought the advice of the philosopher who assuming 
an air of couscious importance suggested to pat the remaining ghee in the 
lower portion of the cup which was empty. On his advice they turaed the 
cup upside down with the result that ghee was spilt over the ground. The 
musician was then asked to prepare meals for them and he put some vegetables 
ina pot and put it on the fire. As s900 as the water began to boil, its sound , 
did not appear to him musical and-not tolerating the vulgar tune, he ae, 
took a handful of dust and put it in the pot to stop that jarring sound. In 
this way he spoiled the whole broth. 


I do not claim to be such an expert. My hon. Friends whe aly 
have participated in the debite should have given practical suggestions instead ; 

of quoting certain theories of economists irrespective of the fact whether they 

are applicable to the present case or not. In the speeches thit have been 

delivered in the House, the hon. Members have raised objection against the i 
inreased abiana as wellas Bhakra Dam and heve made suggestions in this 

behalf It is really a curious commentary on the Budget to say that measures 

should not be devised to raise the revenue of the State. It would have 


© been pertinent to offer snggestions for economy in Government expenditure 
, and to criticise the Budget on this score, but any criticism that is levelled 
‘= against raising an additional revenue at this stage does not seem to be ae 


justified. The hon. Members can raise this objection on the day when the 
Appropriation Bill comes before the House. On that day they can suggest 
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ways and means for expanding the sources of revenue for consideration of 
the Government. That course, if adopted by the hen. Members, would be 
reasonable. But anyhow I would like to reply to all the objections that 
have been raised by my hon. Friends. Sir, it has been presumed that the 
Government has been influenced by the condition of profit fo increase the 
water rate and according to thei such a course is open to a serious abjection 
in so far as the Irrigation Department is not a {ommercial Department from 
their point of viev. But I would say that i! is a Commercial Department cf 
the Government. This fact is borne out by the Punjab Financial Rules. On 
page 17, there is a list of departments and undertakings at present run on 
commercial basis which is as follows : - 


Mayo Schools cf Arts and Crafts; 

Demonstration Weaving Factory Shahd.ra; 

Public Works Department, Irrigation, Navigation + tc ; 
Works for which Capital Revenue Accounts, are kept ; 
Central Workshop, Amritsar; 


Government Tannery Shahdara; 


Se oe ee E 


Governinent Printing. 


This shows that the irrigation Departmont is a Commercial Department 
and method of keeping the accounts is also different. I would submit 
that the Government’s income from the, Sirhind and Upper Bari Doab 
Canals has decreased. In 1941-42, the income from  Ssirhind Canal; was 
16 percent; in 1944-45, it was 18‘88 per cent; in 1946-47 it was 1446 
per cent, in 1947-48, it was 448 per cent and in 1948-49, it was 7-53 
per cent. Similarly in the case of the Upper Bari Doab Canal, the 
‘income in 1941-42, was 2525 per ccnt, in 1944-45, it was 25°15 per cent, 
in 1946-47, it was 10°23 per cent, in 1947-48, tt was 3°68 per cent, and in 
1948-49, it was 4&4, per cent. With these figures, the hon. Members 
san themselves judge that there has been a gradual decrease in the 
income and itis the duty of the Government to increase the revenue of 
the State. This abiana is, therefore, levied on commercial basis and 
cannot conform to the principle on waich assessment of land revenue is made. 
If we had to increase the iland revenue, I could have understood the 
principles enume ated by my hon. Friends. The water rate cannot be 
assessed on the same basis on which land revenue is fixed. Similarly the 
basis of fixing income tax or land tenure rent has nothing todo with 
abiana i.e. water rate. I think it will be easy to follow what I say if we 
do not confuse the principles which}are involved in various forms of taxation. 


One of my hon. Friends made a reference to the principles and the 
programme of the National Economic Committee and gave a {2w quotations. 
How I wish that not only this State but the whole of our country were 
to act on those principles. I shall certainly bless the dav when we will 
be able to follow them. hese principles define our goal and destination 
towards which we are bound. But the destination cannot be achieved in 


-a day and in spite of our good intentions we have to pass through 
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certain stages. I believe if we try to dispense with the intermediate 
stages and jump at the goalright away, we may be creating anarchy on 
which all good things may have to be thrown to the winds. We should 
trv to follow in the footsteps of the father of the Nation, the Great 
Mahatma Gandhi who always stood for evolution and not revolution. But it is 
painful to find that those who deliver sermons in this House on socialism and 
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communism happen themselves to possess big factories, vast areas 
of land and other valuable property. They appear to have 
reserved these good theories for our consumption only and they do not 
mean to practise them themselves. So far as I am concerned I know that 
the distribution of the national wealth in our country is greatly defective 
and we are not doing justice to those who produce our wealth but matte: 
cannot be set right in a day and we shall have to struggle for some times 
to bring the system of our dreams into existence. 


Sir, it has been said that we do not give sufhcient water for the 
crops. l may say that in Pakistan one cusec of water from the Lower Jhelum, 
Lower Chenab and Lower Bari Doab is made to water 142 acres of land 
during Kharif and 177 acres during Rabi. As against this we give one 
cusec of water from West Jamuna, Sirhind and Upper Bari Doab Casals 
for 88 acres during Kharif and for 92 acres during Rabi. These figures 
clearly show that’ the same quantity of water is supplied to greater area 
in Pakistan than here in our State. I think in these circumstances nobody 
should be under a misunderstanding that we do not give sufficient quantity 
of water. Of course we know the reason why we have to give more 
water than is given in Pakistan. It is due to the fact that our holdings 
require consolidation and we shall make every effort to complete this 
work as soon aS we Can. 


Sarda: Jogindar Singh Man: It is due to the fact that water in 
Pakistan is given for 15 days whereas here water is supplied only 
for 7 days. ; 


Chief Minister: Anyhow 1 do not follow this argument. I do not 
understand the technicalities myself but my common sense says that when 
we give one cusic for a smaller area than in Pakistan we cannot be 
accused of giving less water. 


Sir, my argument should not be taken to mean that I am jealous 
of those who possess canal irrigated lands or that I am not as good a 
well wisher of theirs as some of my _ agriculturist friends who have 
opposed the increase in water rate. I may assure my agriculturist friends 
that I have an earnest desire todo as much good to them as I possibly 
can. I for one wish to develop agriculture like any industry so that the 
agriculturists are enabled to earn handsome incomes. The small zamindars 
should be treated like small industrialists and the big zamindars like big 
business magnates. Of course when big industries are to be nationalised 
the big holdings of land would also be natiohalized according to my conceptions, 


Sir, it has been remarked that the agriculturists were not properly 
represented on the Resources and Retrenchment Committee and perhaps 
this was one of the reasons why greater burden of taxes was being 
imposed on the rural population. If I remember right there were one 
or two landlords who were members of the Committee though they were 
non-agriculturists. To me technically they were not agriculturists but they 
know everything about cultivation and they were ina position to suggest 
taxes for cultivators to increase the revenues of the State. I think they 
were the right type of men fo: this work. It would certainly not have 
been proper to entrust this work to pure agriculturists as they might 
not have suggested anything that went against them. 


It has been said that I am not a land-lord and am not aquainted with 
problems concerning land, but this much I can say that I can make calculations 
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about these matters. Some of my hon. Friends said that they tried their 
best to prevail upon me but I did not accept their suggestion. I am 
prepared to accept full responsibility in this matter because my conscience 
is clear, I know that whatever I do is intended for the well-being of the 
State with which is connected the well-being of all its people. I do not mean 


— to benefit or harm any individual 
id 
3 Agia Branch canal flows through district Gurgaon Tuis is a canal of 
U P. and the zamindars of Gurgaon who irrigate their lands with its water pay 


water-rate to that Government. The incidence of water-rate charged by that 
Gevernment is higher than our rate. It was higher even before the 
1 48 increase recently made by them. Iam not ina position to say whether only 
] money crops were grown with the water supplied by Agra Branch Canal, but 
| if my information is correct, the Punjab Government used to pay sixteen 
thousand rupees to the Co-operative Society, Gurgaon because the people of 
— that district had to pay this amount in excess on account of water-rate to 
the U P. Government. In this connection, our dispute with that Government 
~ 1 still going on. The Governments of U.P. and Pepsu have already enhanced 
their water-rate by forty per cent. The manner in which the water is supp- 
lied *in Pepsu is not different from that in which we do it. It is not a valid 
argument to say that morey crops like cotton and suger-cane are grown 
with the water supplied by that Government because in our case also the 
incidence of water-rate varies with the crop. It is the highest in the case of 
money-crops, lower in the case of wheat and other food-grains and quite 
nominal in the case of fodder. The enhancement which we propose to make 
will affect all the crops in the same proportion I also wish to’ submit, Sir, 
that the Government has to take into consideration the increase in produce 
which would result from irrigating with canal water that land which had 
been uncultivated so far. Nobody can dispute the fact that much more labour 
is involved in the case of well-irrigated land than in the case of canal irrigated 
land. Working of water-wells for irrigating fields involves a great deal of labour 
and hard work. Some labour is surely involved in the case of canal irrigated 
land also but it is less than that involved on well-irrigated land. As better 
facilities had been extended to the growers in various forms, resulting in added 
income to them, it is not unjustified if Government asked for some share of 
that added income. In this connection, I wish to point out that by supply of 
water from Eastern canals, Ferozepore, for additional irrigation during Kharif 
$, 1949, fifty thousand acres of extra land were brought under cultivation. 
#.. Whereas formerly paddy used to be grown on only twelve thousand acres 
| of land, it was grown on twenty seven thousani acres on account 
£ of this additional supply of water. This resulted in the production of 
additional three lakh maunds of paddy. If its price is calculated, this process 
; yielded additional rice worth sixty lakhs of rupees. The Government had to 
, * surely incur extra expenditure for making this additional supply. I don’t 
denv that hard work on the part of kisans was responsible for cultivation of 
additional acreage of Jand., but the Government too had to spend a huge sum 
of money. In these circumstances if fiftv per cent increase in wate -rate is 

proposed to be made, it should not be considered an unreasonable act. 


canal also. 


Chief Minister: Without saying anything more in this connection, 
I wish to submit that the Government tried its best to avoid increase in 
water rate and it would still be prepared to reduce it or completely do 


t 

i 

| 

bes Sardar Swaran Singh: Kindly say something about Bist Doab 
` M 

! 
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away with it, if the Committee which would beset up for this purpose 
suggests alteraate sources of revenue. A Committee on Estimates has already 
been constituted and if it recommends that the posts of Chief Engineers should 
be abolished and the Sub Divisional Officer would be sufficient for carrying 
on the work, I would be prepared to accept its suggestion. If it recommends 
that the posts of Sub Divisional Officers should alo be abolished and 
the work sheuld be carried on by overseers alone, J shall take action 
accordingly. 


-It was not proper onthe part of some hon. Members to say that 
there would be revolution in the State, if the Government did not act 
in a particular manner. I have also been a revolutionary but not like my 
those Friends’ who deserted their party without resigning their seats which 
thev got on that party’s ticket. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Revolution will come. 


Chief Minister: It will not come because of vou, a renegade. 
Some persons are carrying on agitation for creating anarchy in the State. They 
are not acting for the benetit of the people but are playing the game of party 
politics. Ii know how to meet such a situation I shall go to them and 
tell them that the Government required money for carrying on the adminis- 
tration. If they could suggest means of raising the necessary money, I 
shall aecept their demands. Those who are really interested in the well- 
being ot the pecple will listen to what I have to say. I know that those 
who wish to .carry on agitation for the sake of agitation will not succeed in 
their mission because the heart of the kisan whom they wish to exploit is sound. 
He will not permit himself to be exploited by political exploiters. Sir, 1 
would like to state here that the water from Bhakra Dam would be 
given to Jullundur etc in the Bist Doab Canal according to the previous 
scheme, We consider it our duty to carry on with that scheme also so 
that we may be able to provide the benefit of increased water supply to that 
area. It has been alleged that we are giving a low priority to this 
ccheme I would like to state that this allegation has no foundation at all. As 
far as we can we are trying to provide as much finances for this scheme «s 
possible. 


Some of my hon. Friends have criticised the Government for keeping 
three Chief Engineers in the State. According to them there appears to be no 
need for the services of three Chief Engineers. But I would like to tell mv hon. 
Friends ithat theie is a necessity for three Chief [Engineers for our 
Stau, because we have many important schemes in hand and we cannot 
undertake this important task without the services of three Chief Engineers. 
Such projects which we have cannot make a headway without their technical 
skill and expert knowledge. ‘To take only the case of Bhakra and Nanga! 
projects, every one knows that there is the necessity of one Chief Engineer 
for this important work. His services cannot he dispensed with. So there 


is no ground for under-estimating the services rendered by the Chief Engineers 
to the State. 


As regards salaries and grades of the big officers, I would like to point 
out that we constituted a committee to advise the Government in this matter, 
of course, we admit the principle that the salaries of the higher posts can 
be reduced. But in this connection I would draw the attention of the hon. 
Members to the fact that we cannot touch the salaries which we are giving 
to those already employed. In future whenever the grades are revised 
we will keep it in mind that the grades of bie officers like Executive Engineers 
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Superintending Engineers and Chief Engineers “are reduced for the new 
entrants. 


So far as the question of corruption in this Deparment. is concerned 

I am prepared to admit that there had been cases of corruption in the past. 

But we have made up our mind to root it out completely. Iam glad to say 

that we have achieved some success in this. But to be completely successful, 

aad co-operation from all quarters is needed. In bribery for instance, the man who 

offers bribe is also at fault. If we try to raise the standard of morality of the 

ordinary citizen and make attempts to create an atmosphere in which no 

one can fnd an opportunity of receiving or offering bribes, we can achieve 

success. The moral values of society should be such that no quarter is given 

to a corrupt man. It is only by such co- operation from all that we can 
completely root out corruption. 


As regards the question of salaries and grades of the overseers we can 
take action in the- matter after full inquiry. The hon. Members are, I think, 
ja aware of the fact that their grades were revised in 1946. The overseers 
had given their approval of the decision of the ‘Pay Commission in the matter. 
~ Even now I don’t say that we are not a et to nok into the matter 
to sce wnat changes can be made. 7 o 


Sardar Swaran Singh : Bit Ole ate don’t eae their aler 
(Liughter): S * eo ee P 

Chief Minister: As far as revisions. are concerned, the hon. Members 

should know that often it becomes difficult for the Governmient.to take any 

class of services separately without affecting the other Departments and 

services. The effect of a revision in one case is felt throughout the whole 

net work of the services. Tf ewe make a change at one. place another change 

is’ ¥?demanded from another place. For instance when an increase in pay. 

was ailowed in the case of Police Deparement a similar increase was demanded 

in Jails Department. It had its effect upon Patwaris and Forest Guards and so 

on. Inthe case of Police the increase in grade had to be met by a corres- 

ponding decrease in the number of employees. Similarly if the pay of 

overseers is to be increased it wlll have its effect upon their number. There 

i is a demand for.-.increase in salaries but where-from can we get money ? If 

we try to impose or increase a tax the opposition raises a hue and cry against 

the proposal. How can we go on increasing the expenditure without 

„Any increase in the income of State’? The objéct of those who are in opposition 

~gim . appears to be to increase the discontentment among the services and to 

Sa- cheater a D of anarchy in the State. (Interruptions). 


a A 


=. Mr ep aie Order; Sree: 


Chaudhari Lahri Singh : He (Sardar Bachan Singh) is a habitual offender. 
: 

Mr. Speaker: Yes, but he must change. 

l 

| 


Chief Minister: Sir, I was going to say that we realise the 
difàculties of the overseers working at Bhakra and Nangal. In view of the 
| conditions special to them we are considering a proposal of giving them a 
Bes special allowance. 
a 


As far as the labourers are concerned we have every desire to help them 
as far as we can. We have always been generous inthe past. As a matter 
of fact we helped them when we recruited them from the refugee camps 
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where they were not happy. If my hon. Friend had studied the figures 
regarding pay of these labourers he would not have said that we are not doing 
anything for the labourers working at Bhakra. As a matter of fact the 
iabour at Bhakra i is better paid than elsewhere. 7 


| Sardar Swaran Singh : I hope the hon. Chief Minister will not relegate 
their case to the background because of what the opposition says. 


Chief Minister : We won't do that. What I was saying is that we are l 
already doing our best for them. The House should realise that the Bhakra 
project is being financed by loans which we receive from the Centre. We y 
have to spend the money cautiously. It is quite easy to criticize and find S 
loop holes but is most difficult to manage such matters. My hon. Friend has w 


| stated that we are unfair to the labour working at Bhakra and that a deput- 

ation wanted to see the Government to explain their difficulties. I would 
dike to point out that we are always ‘prepared to listen to the just 
grievances ọf the pẹople, As regards Bhakra I am fully aware of the condition 
prevailing. there and we are. trying our utmost to improve matters as far as ~ ¢ 
lies in our power to do so. So it is quite unfair on the part of the opposition | 
to say that we are doing nothing for labour. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: I beg leave to withdraw my motion. 


| ‘Sardar Bachan Singh + I object to the leave being given to- withdraw 
the motion. ae, ee 


— Mr, Speaker : — Question is—. 


: a o : That the demand be duod l by Rs. 1007- 
i oe ka a ar The Motion wus lost. 


SDr M Mr. . Speaker: > Question is—. 


’ That a sum not'exceeding Rs. 1, 20, 21,0( 0 be granted to 
the Governor to defray the charges that will come in 
course, of payment for the year 1930-51 in meapect of 
Charges on Irrigation Establishment. | 


cou g p i i 
Kan E The Mation was carried. — ie i 
The Assembly then adjourned till 10 A. M. on Friday, 24th March 1950. m 
! er ; 
k X EN t 
| a a. 
| Ln 
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PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


FIRST SESSION OF THE FIRST PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


, Friday, the 24th March 1950. 

i - es 

- f The Assembly met in th: Assembly Chamber, Simla, at 10 a.m. of the 
Clock. Mr. Speaker (The hon. Sardar Kapoor Singh) in the Chair. 
j QQESTION HOUR 

— A 


An hon. Member: I suggest, Sir, that the Question hour be dispensed 
with today. 


\ Mr. Speaker: I myself think that it would be better if that is done 
because today is the last day for the discussion on Demands for Grants and 
guillotine is to be applied at 12.30. If one hour is taken up for questions, we 
will have only an hour and a half left for the discussion of the Demand. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: I oppose this suggestion, Sir, I think questions 
are equally important. 


t- Mr. speaker : I leave it to the Howse to decide it. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: I submit that question hour should not be 
dispensed, with. 


o Speaker: If the House does not want it, I have no objection. 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


FURTHER EDUCATION SCHEME OF EX-SERVICE PERSONNEL. 


be pleased to state :— 


i *1591. Mehta Ranbir Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Education 

t 

! (a) the total amount of money spent by the Government on the 
further education scheme of ex-service personnel under the 
“Post War Development Scheme”? in the Arts colleges and 


Lad E in the professional colleges; 


(b) the number of students benefitted by the above mentioned scheme 
in different categories fseparately ? 
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The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh : (a) Arts Colleges Rs.68,362/- 
Professional Colleges . Rs.18,464/- 
(b) Arts Colleges | 67 
Professional Colleges 27 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: May I know how much contribution has the 
Government of India made in this connection ? ` ates 


Minister : Notice is required for supplying this information. : | 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: How is it that only a small amount has been > 1 
spent for this purpose in the professional Colleges? 


Minister : Obviously, because the number of such institutions is 
small. =: 


wenge 
Mehta Ranbir Singh: May I know the number of students who were ! 
benefitted by this scheme ? ® | 


Minister : It is given in part (b) of the reply to the original 
question. 


FEE CONCESSION TO HARIJAN STUDENTS 


*1692. Mehta Ranbir Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Education be 
pleased to state the amount spent by the Government as share given to 
privately managed educational institutions in lieu of fee concession granted to 
the students belonging to Harijan and backward Sikh classes, studying in (i) 


privately maraged institutions, and (ii) local bodies institutions of the State 
separately ? 


The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh: Ks. 9305/- have been sanc- 
tioned as grant in-aid in lieu of fee concession given to the e 
students: belonging to Harijan and backward Sikh classes 
studying in privately managed schools and colleges. No local > 
body institutions have claimed such a grant in-aid so far. Pagar 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: May I know how much money was given on 
| this account to the institutions run by the local bodies ? | 


@ 


Minister: No local body institutions have claimed such a grant-in-aid 
so far. 


_ Mehta Ranbir Singh: May I know the’number of privately-managed are 
institutions which were granted aid for this purpose ? 1 


Minister : Notice is required for a reply to this question, 
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Mehta Ranbir Singh: Isit a fact that most of these institutions have 
represented that the amount allocated to them is not sufficient ? 


Minister : No such representation has been received. 


ur P sel sei mee 


QUOTA FOR SOCIAL EDUCATION 


*1694 Mehta Ranbir Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Education be 
i pleased to state : 


‘ (a) the quota allotted to the State by the Government of India for 
the furtherence of social educationand the way the Government 
i intends to spend it; 


(b) whether it isa fact that the above referred to allotment is too 
smalı as compared with other States in India. If so, whether the 
Government has made any representation to the Government of 
India for an increase in its quota and with what results ? 


The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh: (a) The amount allotted by the 
Government of India for the furtherence of social education 
scheme during the current year is Rs. Z lakhs. This State 
has 134 social education Centres for men and women in the 
province. According to the programme suggested by the Ministry 
of Education and approved by the Government ot tlus state. 


(b) Information is not available in regard to the allotment made by 
the Government of India to the other states. Therefore no 
comparison can be made. So far as this State is concerned, the 
Government of India in the first instance allotted Rs.1 lakh but 
on a representation gave an additional 1 lakh of rupees. 


; 
j P 5 . E 
s: Mehta Ranbir Singh: Isit a fact that before making any such aliot- 
~*~ inent, the Government of India insists that the State Government concerned 
should also first provide a certain amount for the purpose in question ? 


Chief Minister: Yes, this is true. 


Mehta Ranoir Singh: Is it not a fact that the Government of India 
qs made a smaller allotment for this purpose to this State, because the Punjab 
i Government could not afford to contribute enough for this purpose ? 


Chief Minister: No, this is not correct. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Is it a fact that the Government of India 
decided to sonction rupees three lakhs for this State but this amount was 
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not given as our own Government was not prepared to contribute equa 
to that sum ? 


Chief Minister : It is not so. 


ws 
Shri Prabodh Chandra: Is it a fact that the Goverment of India 
have given one lakh as the Punjab Government was prepared to contribute ; 
only as 32,000. a 


Chief Minister : ‘This question cannot be answered off hand. s 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Is itnot a fact that figures supplied by the 
Education Department show that the Government of India has given 
rupees one lakh instead of rupees ten lakh, for the reason that the States = 
Government could not contribute sufficient money in time. 


Chief Minister: A regular notice should be given for such a question. 
Mehta Ranbir Singh: What is the sum sanctioned by this Government? 
| Chief Minister: The hon. Member can see the budget. 


| Mehta Ranbir Singh : Has the Government approached the Government 
of India for more funds in view of the fact that less than rupees two 
lakhs have been given? 


Chief Minister: Notice is required for this question. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is the sum of rupees two lakhs meant for 


this year? E 
Chief Minister: Yes, 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Isit a factthat only 34 schools would x 
be maintained by this sum of rupees two lakhs ? L i 
2 Chief Minister: - Notice is required for this question. — 


REPRESENTATION BY THE PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION, PANIPAT 


| *1389. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Minister for Locai 
| Self Government and Labour be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether it is a fact that a representation on behalf of the =p 
| property owners Association, Panipat (district Karnal) was 
| received by Government; if so, the result thereof; 


(b) whether in the work of Rehabilitation interests of local property 
holders were ignored ? | 


! 
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The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad: (a) Yes. The principal complaint was 
that p operties mortgaged with possession by the evacuees to the local 
people had ;been taken possession of by the Custodian and no rent thereof 

` was being paid to the mortgagees. On account of the large number of 
cases | pending in the district there had been some delay in disposal of 
these? cases.. An additional officer was consequently posted to the 
district. There are no arrears now and it is believed that either actual 
possession of all such property has been restored to the local mortgagees 
or the tenants are paying rent direct to them. The Deputy Commissioner, 

i Karnal discussed the rcpresentation with the members of the Association 
and assured them that all their genuine grievances will be removed. 

° Certain allegations in the representation were of a general character and 
the Association has consequently been required to bring specific cases to 
the notice” of the Custodian for necessary action which has not been 
done .so far. 


(b) No. 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Did the Deputy Commissioner, Karnal take 
proper action on the complaint of the Association? 
Minister:: Certainly. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Has the Deputy Commissioner submitted 
his report regarding the action taken by him? 


Minister; : I have already said that the Deputy Commissioner 
asked for specific cases but the required informat:on has not yet been given 


to him. 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it nota fact that some Hindu property 


owners had been deprived of their just rights only because their property 
was in the possession of Muslim tenants? 


‘Minister: As I have already said the complaint was of a general 
ł nature and mentioned no specifie cases. 


ini kaa 


Pandit ShriRam Sharma: Has the hon. Minister bothered to read the 
complaint himself to see whether it was specific or of a general nature? 


once sem a ah alien 


ALLOTMENT OF LANDS IN VILLAGES PANJWAR AND PALASAUR 
a UNDER THE QUASI PERMANENT SCHEME 


*666, Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation 
be pleased to. state :— 

(a) whether the allotment of {lands under the quasi permanent 
scheme has been completed at village Panjwar and village Palasaur, 


district Amritsar ; 
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(b) whether any local colonists entitled to more than 50 acres of 
land have been allotted lands in these villages in preference to the 
temporary allottees of small holding; if so, the reasons therefor ; 


(c) the names of the persons who have been allotted lands under 
the quasi permanent scheme and the area to which each one of them 
was entitled under the scheme together with the total area allotted to 


each one of them ; 


(d) The names of the persons who were temporary allottees in these 
villages but who have not been allotted any land there together with the 
total area of land to which each one of them was entitled ; 


The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: (a) Yes. 


(b) Yes, in two cases, reasons being :— | 

(i) In one case théy were the colonists of the same village. 

(ii) In the other case a joint family had to be resettled at one place. 
(c) A list A is enclosed.} : 


(d) A list (E) is enclosed.! 


Sardar Sajjan Singh : Is it not a fact that some persons shown in 
the list, e.g. Buta Singh, Asa Singh and so many others have not got justice. 


Minister: I shall consult the list with the help of the hon. Member 
and ìn case there is any irregularity it will be set right. 


CONSUMPTION OF LIQUOR IN THE STATE 


*1522, Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Local Self 
Government and Labour be pleased to state :— 


(a) the number of the country and foreign liquor shops in each distsict 
of the State respectively, on 1-1-47, 1-1-48, 1-1-49, and 1-1-50 ; 


(b) the total number of liquor shops in the State at present ; 


(c) the total quantity of the country and the foreign liquor consumed 
in the State during the year 1946-47, 1948-49 and the Ist 10 
months of 1949-50 ; 


(d) the price fixed for each kind of country liquor and the foreign 
liquor per bottle during each of the years referred to in part 
(b) above ; ) 


na petty tg et ce en tn ee me cements eee TY erat 
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(e) the total Excise duty recovered from each district for the 
period referred to in part (b) above ? 


The hon. -Shri Prithvi Singh Azad: (a) A statement marked “State- 
ment”? ‘A is laid on the tablet. 


(b) The total number of liqour shops in the Punjab on the Ist March 
1950, was 609, ` 


(c) A statement marked “Statement ‘B” is laid on the tablet, 


(d) Presumably, the hon. Member refers tothe years mentioned in 
part ‘c’ of the question, 


No prices were fixed either for country liquor or for foregin liquor in 
this State during the years 1946-47, 1948-49, and the first ten months of 
1949-50. 


(e) Presumably, the hon. Member refers to the years mentioned in 
part ‘C’ of the question. 


A statement marked “Statement ‘C’’”’ showing the revenue derived 
during the year 1946-47 is laid on the tablet. The information for the year 
1948-49 and for the first ten months of 1949-50 is not yet ready. 


Sardar Sajjaa Singh: What is the reason that number of liquor shops 
has risen from 43 in 1947 to 59 in 1948 and in 1950. 


Minister: There is no increase in the total number of the shops. 
The visible differenceis due to the fact that some shops have been shifted 
from one place to another. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: What I wish to know is whether Government 
has received any representations from my District to increase the number 


of shops frome 43 to 59 ? 


Minister: The hon. Member is probably not aware that those who 
drink ask for shops. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: In his reply the hon. Minister has stated that 
Ambala the number of foreign-liquor shops was 39 in 1949, 37 in 1948 
and 54 in 1949. May 1 know the cause of Ambala having been singled out 
for this treatment which will result in a large amount of money being 
drained out of this country ? 


Minister : As has already been submitted, new shops have to be 
opened at places where military postings are made. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Is it the general policy of the Government to 
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open more liquor-shops at all places? Was the increase in these shops ‘n 
Amritsar from 43 to 59 necessitated by military requirements ? 


Minister: I have already explained the position. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Was not the military posted at Ambala in — 
1947 when the number of foreign-liquor shops was much smaller ? 


Minister : More shops were not needed at that time. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : What is the cause of TE of liquo- 
being highest in Amritsar as compared with all other districts of the State ? 


> 


Minister : ; Those who drink can tell better, 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Has the number of foreigners in Amritsar 
increased during the last two years ? 


Minister: The number of those who consume foreign liquor has 
increased. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: The statement given by the Minister shows 
that the total consumption of country-liquor in the district of Amritsar, 
Ludhiana, Ferozepore and Jullundur is greater than that in the remaining 
seven districts taken together. Does the Government propose. to reduce 
its consumption in the four districts named by me ? 


Minister: The hon. Member should have no objection because the 
number of liquor-shops has been increased in his district too. I hope that 
he will not suggest the closing down of these shops which would result in 
illicit distillation and loss of revenue to the Government, 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Does the Government decide this question 
from the point of view of its revenue alone? Is it not aware of the fact = 
that there has been increase in crime in these districts ? 


Minister: Liquor is not the cause of increase in crime. x pa 


Shri Prabodh Chandra : In pre-partitioned Punjab Beer was treated 
as liquor but here it has been exempted at the request of a deputation which 
met the Minister concened on behalf of Solan Brewary. Isit not a fact that 
if shops dealing in Beer were also treated as liquor shops, their total number 
would be much larrer than that given in the statement ? 


Minister: No deputation met Government on behalf of Solan Brewary. 


_. The statement made by the hon. Member in this connection is based on 


incorrect information. No special treatment has been given to Solan Beer. 
Jt has been treated in the same way as that produced by other Brewries. 
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Pandit Shri Ram Sharma; Does the Government decide about increase 
or reduction in the number of liquor-shops on the report of its department or 
t he views of the public are also taken into consideration ? 


r Minister : The decision is taken after ascertaining the views of the 
department and.the public. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know if the Government dectled 
to increase the number of liquor shops in Amritsar and Ludhiana on the 
report of its department or at the request of the public ? 


‘ Minister: As I have already submitted, both points of view are 
considered. So far as military needs are concerned, the number of liquor- 
ne shops has to be increased at their request. 
ur 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: During the last Session of the Assembly the 
hon. Minister stated that as the Committee constituted by the Government 
reported that Beer had food value, it, was exempted from prohibition 


e@eeecrvne 


Mr. Speaker: Next question please. 


eS ee 


REFUGEE CAMPS 


Å *1638. Dr. Sant Ram Seth: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation 
be pleased to state :— 


(a) the total number of refugee camps in the Punjab together with 
their total population at present ; 


(b) the total number of refugees receiving free ration from the Punjab 
Government ; 


(c) the total amount of expenditure incurred yearly thereon ; 


Pa 3 (d) whether the Government intends to liquidate these canps ; if 
S . so, when; — 
a (e) whether the refugees, living in these camps at present will be 
provided with any other accommodation by the Government ? 
The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: (a) 26 Relief Camps including — 
Women Homes. The total population as reported on 18-2-50 was 1,09,709. 
= (b) (i) Jammu and Kashmir displaced persons 3635 
(ii) Unattached women and children 8375 
(iii) Unattached, infirm and aged persons and their 
Dependents 1322 
Total 13332 
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(c) Rs. 3,13,00,000/- in 1947-48, Rs. 4,40,00,000/-in 1948-49 and 
Rs. 1,80,00,000/-in the current year (up to January 1950.) 


(d) Gratuitous relief in general camps has been liquidated. Mud huts 
have been constructed at the sitesof the camps for provision 
of roofed shelter to the displaced persons. The question of 
closing down the camps does not arise. 


(e) 13,170 mud huts will be completed by the end of April 1950. 
Besides these, 10,000 eight-marla plots will be made available 
to the displaced persons of the camps. They will be given a 
loan of Rs. 500/- per family for building kothas on these plots. 
This scheme will be completed during the summer. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Does the Government propose to make 


some arrangement for those persons too, who will not be able to get accommo-. 


dation even after the construction of mud huts or the issue of 8 marla 
plots ? 


Minister : Nobody will be left without shelter. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma. Does the Government think that poor 
people living in the Camps will be able to purchase 8-Marla plots offered by 
the Government ? ; 


Minister. After the completion of this scheme, about ten thousand 
persons would still be left in the Refugee Camps. The Government will 
make arrangements for them also. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma. Is the Government aware of the fact that 
only a small number of families would be able , to avail of mud-huts? A large 
number of them might not be able to get them. 


Minister : The Government has offered both the schemes. Those who 
can afford to pay money will be able to get mud-huts. 


Shrimati Sita Devi. The hon. Minister has stated that there are eight 
thousand unattached women and children in the Camps. Has he taken only 
Hoshiarpur and Jullundur Camps into account? Are they living in some 
other Camps also ? 


Minister : This is the total number of unattached women and children 
living in Hoshiarpur, Jullundur, Karnal and Rohtak Camps. | 


Chau@hri Sundar Singh. Under the quasi permanent allotment scheme 
the allottees , will take possession of houses at present occupied by the land- 
less tenants. Will some arrangement be made for these persons also ? 


\/ Mr. Speaker. Disallowed. 
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NEW HOSPITALS. 


. *1658. Shri Prabodh Chandra. Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilita- 
tion be pleased to state the number of new Hospitals opened by the Govern- 
ment during the last two years ? 


The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi. 
1947-48. 
1. Provincial armed Police Hospital, Jullundur Cantt. 
2. Secretariat Dispensary, Simla-2. 
3. Women’s section, Civil Hospital, Kalka, District Ambala. 
1948-49. 
Civil Dispensary at Dagshai. 
Civil Dispensary, Summer Hill, Simla-W. 
Canal Dispensary, Kiratpur, Hoshiarpur, District. 
Canal Dispensary, Anandpur, Hoshiarpur District. 
Dental Clinic in the Ripon Hospital, Simla. 
-do Civil Hospital, Jullundur. 
-do- V. J. Hospital, Amritsar. 


A 


NO UPON 


_In addition to the above,2 rural dispensaries were also opened during 
the year 1948-49 viz one at Katni Kalan ( District Ludhiana) and the 
other at Chak Sherwala (District Ferozepore). These dispensaries are 
admimstered by the District Boards concerned but Government paid a non- 
recurring grant of Rs. 3, 200/- for the equipment of each dispensary and have 


also . undertaken to pay a recurring maintenance grant of Rs. 3, 000/- p. a. per 
dispensary. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra. May I know why the Government opened no 
rural dispensaries in the year 1947-48 while it opened dispensaries in the 
urban areas like Kasauli and Simla etc. ? 


Minister. Two rural dispensaries were opened in the year 1947-48. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra. May I draw the attention of the Government 
to the fact that while the number of villages in the State is about twenty-five 
thousand, the number of new dispensaries opened is only two. Does the 
Government consider it sufficient ? 


Minister: The number of villages is about fifteen thousand and not 
twenty five thousand as stated by the hon. Member. Any how that is by 
the way.: In fact, we are trying to open-as many dispensaries as we can. 
But we have to look to the limited finances of our State. As faras our 
intentions are concerned our desire is to have a dispensary for every village. 
But at present we can confine ourselves to what our financial conditions allow. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra : Does the Government not realise that while 
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on the one hand it is going to increase the abiana on the rural population 
by fifty percent on the other hand it is doing nothing by way of providing 
medical and other facilities to the rural population ? 


Chief Minister : These are the figures for the years 1947-48 and 
1948-49. I may tell the hon. Members thatin the year 1949-50 eighteen 
new dispensaries have been opened in the villages. 


Sbri Prabodh Chandra: Government is spending only about eighty thou- 
sand on medical aid that ity provides to the villages whereas the amount of 
abiana that it expects is about sixty lakhs. Does the Government feel that 
the amount that it is spending on such medical facilities is commensurate with 
the amount that it receives from the people ? 


Chief Minister: The increased rates of abiana will yield income only 
after Ist April 1950. Moreover this income is not to be spent on dispensaries 
only. There are other useful things to be done for the people. As regards 
medical aid I wish to state for the information of the hon. Members that our 
scheme is to provide one dispensary for hundred square miles of area and for 
about thirty thousand people for the present. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: The hon. Minister has stated that he desires to 
have a dispensary for every village. Does the Governmeut have any such 
scheme or even a scheme for providing a dispensary for a group of five villages? 
If so when does it intend giving it a practical shape ? 


Chief Minister: I have already stated that for the present we have the 


scheme of providing one dispensary for hundred square miles of area and for 


about thirty thousand of population. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: When does the Government intend putting it into 
practice ? 


Chief Minister: The policy has already been put into practice. 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal: May I ask the hon. Chief Minister whether any 
dispensary has been opened in whole of Ambala Division during the last year ? 


Chief Minister: I think that the hon. Member is aware of the fact that 


Simla is in Ambala Division. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Is it a fact that the dispensary at Katani Kalan 
in Ludhiana District was opened by the people themselves before partition 
and that it has been now taken over by the Government ? If so, does the 


Government intend recognising other dispensaries opened by the people before 
partition ? 


Chief Minister: I assure the hon. Member that his suggestion will ke 
considered and recognition will be given if found necessary. 
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Thakur Dalip Singh : Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to state 
whether the eighteen hospitals which he promised in his last year’s budget 
speech for the District of Kangra have since been opened ? 


| Chief Minister : This has been done. 


ee ee ee ee 


RELIEF TU THE SICK IN GOVERNMENT HOSPITALS. 


*1659. Shri Prabodn Chandra: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilita- 
tion be pleased to state the amount per head per annum spent by Govern- 
ment for giving relief to the sick in all the {Government Hospitals of the Stat ? 


' The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: The time and labour involved in 
collecting information will not be commensurate with any possible benefit to 
be obtained. 


E e. oe aa 


IRON QUOTA. 


*1366. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon Minister for Develop- 
ment be pleased to state :— i 


(a) the names of fabricator firms who were given iron quota for 
Agricultural implements, district wise ; 


f 


(b) the iron quota granted to each firm together with the number 
of implements sold by them ? 


The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: (a) and (b) A statement 
giving the required information is laid on the tablet. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Isit a fact that the number of persons 
to whom permits have been issued for making agricultural implements in 
Jullundur district is forty six while the number of such permits for the four 

< Hariana Districts is only twenty one ? If so should we take it that agri- 
culturists live in Jullundur District alone and not in other districts? May 
I know the grounds on which this distinction is based ? 


Minister : This depends upon the number of fabricators in each district. 
Where there are more fabricators, more permits have been given. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Minister be pleased to state 
why this distinction has been made in the allotment of iron quota? There 


e appears to be no ground for supposing that there are no fabricators in Hariana 
Districts. i ` : 


Minister: The policy of the Government in this matter depends upon 
the fabricating capacity of the various firms. 
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Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Is this fabricating capacity more in Jullundur 
district ? 


Minister: Yes. 


Chief Minister: The policy of the Government is that iron quota is 


given to those who are doing this work. We cannot create new fabrica- 
tor firms ? l 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it a fact that the refugees are given 
preference in the matter of allotment of iron quotas? If so, why is it that 


the number of persons who have been given the quota in Hariana Districts 
is so small ? 


Minister: Iron (quota is given to such fabricators who are actually 
doing this work. Refugees are also given this quota. I am prepared to’ 
look into the cases, if any, wno have not been given iron quota on their 
applying for the same. Such cases may be brought to our notice. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is the Government prepared to go into 


the question of iron quotas and see that justice is done to the districts of 
Hariana ? 


Chief Minister : The Government cannot fabricate Fabricator firms 


themselves. Our policy as I have already stated is that those who know the job 
are given these quotas. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is ita fact that the majority of fabricators 
in the districts of Haryana Prant, did not fabricate articles due to non-avail- 
ability of the material? If so, did the Government consider the desirability 
of making proper arrangements for the supply of iron to these fabricators 
and make good the shortage in materials there to avoid inconvenience and 
any loss to them ? 


Chief Minister: My hon. Friend should know that if the fabricators 
sometimes do not get the materialsin time, it is not due to the faulty arrange- 
ments on the part of the Government. The procedure for obtaining the 
materials is like this. A permit fora specific amount of steel is issued to a 
fabricator, and he presents it tothe dealer who is further dependent upon 
the Tatas for supply of iron goods. The dealers indent the goods and 
distribute them among the fabricators after the receipt of the same. If the 
material comes in time, the fabricator also gets his quota in time otherwise 
in the case of delay, he, too, has to wait, or he gets a part of his quota for 
the time being. That is why a fabricator is sometimes unable to manufacture 
articles for which steel quota is given to him. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is the hon Chief Minister aware that. so 
far as the availability of material is concerned, almost all the fabricators o 
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Jullundur get it and manufacture articles for which they receive their quotas. 
But as regards fabricators of the districts in Haryana, they do not get the 
materials and hence fail to fabricate the necessary goods. In view of this 
may I know whether Government are prepared to take steps to ensure supply 
of materials to the fabricators to avoid any inconvenience to them ? 


Chief Minister: As I have already stated, inconvenience is caused only 
when the consignment reaches the dealer late, otherwise the dealer does not 
delay the distribution of materials. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: May I know whether any complaint has been 
received from the people of Haryana that the agricultural implements 
are not available there? 


Chief Minister: No. 


Thakur Dalip Singh; May I know whether any quota of iron has 
C . . 
been given to any firm in tùs Kaagrı district for the purpose of 
manufacturing agricultural implements? 


Chief Minister: This information could be found in the statement 
laid on the table. 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal: Is the hon. Minister aware that certain 


fabricators in Hissar had to go to Jullundur with a view to obtainining 
the materials? 


Chief Minister: Government cannot compel the fabricators to obtain 
their quotas from the dealers of their ilaqa. The stock Holders Association 
has got a list of dealers in different categories like a, b and c. Permits 
are issued to the quota holders according to the categories of dealers, to 
which they belong. The quota holders then present their permits to the 
dealer who delivers them the goods. 


Sardar Bachan Singh : May I know whether Government have ever 
ascertained the requirements of a district regarding agricultural implements 
etc., through the department concerned. 


Minister: The requirements of a district for this purpose are received 
by the Extra Assistant Director of Industriesin that district. 


Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: Is it a fact that a large number of lands 
in the Jullundur district are chahi lands and that is why the number 
of fabricators who fabricate agricultural implements and have been 
granted the permits of iron, is great ? 


Minister: Yes, the hon. Member’s information is correct. 
\ 


Sardar Kabul Singh: May I know the number of” Persian wheels in 


- Hissar district? 
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Chaudhri Suraj Mal: The number is very large. In view of the 
fact that the fabricators in Hissar, who had received their quota of iron, 
had not started their work, may I know whether this is due to any 
laxity on their part or due to the non-availability of materials? 


Minister: If the hon. Member gives notice, mecessary information 


will be collected. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Is it the intention of the Government to keep 
in view the interests of the agriculturists while giving quotas to the 
fabricators for the manufacture of agricultural implements? 


Minister: This question does not arise. The quotas are to be given 
to the fabricators and not to the agriculturists. 
4 


Chief Minisfer: The registered rolling mills cannot get the quota. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : May I know *whether in a certain ilaqa an 
unregistered rolling mill can get quota of iron on application if there js 
no fabricator in that ilaqa? 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Since some of the fabricators in Hissar who 
have been granted permits for iron, have not manufactured anything, may 
I know whether Government have any intention to arrange for the supply 
of such materials as are needed for the fabricators of Hissar? 


Miniter: It has already been replied that Government cannot fabricate 
the fabricators Those] fabricators who have not manufactured anything, 
will lose their quotas.. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: It has been stated that there are 
2 fabricators in Gurgaon 5 in Rohtak and 6 in Hissar. May I know 
whether the small ¡number of fabricators is due to the fact that only a 


small number of appiications were received from these districts or that 
there were some other reasons for that? 


Minister: Yes, the number of applicants was small. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is the hon. Minister sure of what 
he has stated? | . 


Minister: Why suspicion has arisen in the mind of my hon. Friend 
that I am saying something of which I am not sure (Laughter). 


Pandit Durga Chand {Kaushish: May I know whether Government 
have considered the desirabilitty of fixing the number 
in each district? 


of fabricators 


Minister; If the suggestion is accepted will the hon. Member. tel! 


pr 
4 
an 
a 
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me where from will the fabricators be brought? In this way, at certain places 
fabricators will not be forthcoming. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: May yz know whether Government 
have made an attempt to instruct the district authorities not to call 


applications for the grant of quota of iron, more than the number of 
permits to be issued? 


Minister: Applications are not called for the grant of quotas. The 
fabricators themselves put in applications and the same are considered. 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal: Will the hon. Minister please tell us whether 
it is a fact that the iron fabricators of Hissar have failed to fabricate 
anything because of right type of men »were denied the necessary permits 


of queta of irom and the people not in this trade were given the quota 
cut of favouritism? 
4 


Mr. Speaker: No reflection please. Disallowed. 


— eer 


BLACK MARKETERS. 


*1642, Dr. Sant Ram Seth: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state:— 


(a) the total number of black marketers who have been arrested 
and convicted in the State so far; 


(b) the nature of punishment awarded to each one of them ? 
The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava (a) Arrested 1747; Convicted 1177. 


(b) 840 sentenced to fine, 311 to imprisonment and 26 to 
imprisonment with fine. 


Fine ranging from Rs. 5/- to Rs. 1,000/- and imprisonment ranging 
from 1 day to 2 years. 


Detailed information will take time not commensurate with labour. 


Sardar Bachan Singh : May I know whether any persons were apprehended 
in the steel scandal case? : 


Chief Minister: No steel case has so far been decided. 


nÍ an serene 


COMMUNAL PROPORTION IN SERVICES. 


*1445. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Will the hon. Chief Minister be 
pleased to state :— 
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(a) whether any communal proportion is kept in view in services 
at the time of recruitment ; if so, in which department and 
what is the proportion ; 


(b) when does the Government intend to do away with it ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: The Law Department of the 
Government have reviewed the position in the light of provisions of the 
Constitution of India and have advised that the Constitution guarantees 
equality of opportunity in matters of public employment, prohibits discrim- 
ination on grounds of religion, but provides reservation of appointments for 
back-ward classes. The matter, however, is still under the consideratioa 
of Government. 


NATIONAL VOLUNTEER CORPS. 


*1446. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Chief Minister be 
. pleased to state : — 


(ai the original and the reduced strength, districtwise, of the National 
Volunteer Corps ; 


© (by the saving out of the budgete1 sum of money for this item ; 


(c) whether the Government is satisted with the working of the 
N. V. C. and. whether it has fulfilled its object ? 


The hon Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : (a) The original and the reduced, 
strength,  district-wise, of the National Volunteer corps 
is given below :— 


Name of the district Original strength — _Reduced.strength 
Amritsar ae ... 1200 674 
Ferozepur ser ... 1200 686 
-Gurdaspore ae wee 1000 412 
Jullundur oe ... 1200 333 
Hoshiarpur ee ... 1000 345 
Kangra sacs .» 1000 322 
Ludhiana ee we 1200 368 
Ambala = --» 1000 482 
Karnal ses --» 1000 575 
Rohtak eae 1000 379 
Hissar pii „1000 460 
Gurgaon aa ... 1000 193 
Simla a ..» 200 138 
Tota. we .. 13000 = 5667 
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(b) A sum of about Rs. 25,00,000/- has been saved on this account 
during 1949-50 out of the budget allotments of Rs. 45,26,510/-. 


(c) Shortly after partition the strength of Police had been badly 
+ weakened as the result of the departure of Muslim Consta- 
bulary and Officers. The N. V.C. was raised to help the 
Police in restoring law and order. Their work in this connec- 
tion was quite praiseworthy and many of its personnel 
suffered casualties in opposing criminal elements. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it a fact that the strength of N. V.C. 
has been reduced according to some set principle ? 


° Chief Minister : I cannot say that at present. However I may state 
for the information of the hon. Member that the reduction was made according 
to the requirements. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Has N. V. C. been of any help to police ? 
Have any reports been submitted to the Government by the Police Officials 


to the effect that their work in this connection was praiseworthy ? 
Crs 
Chief Minister: Itison the basis of the reports of the police offic 
that the Government has made such a statement. ` 


Pa dit Shri Ram Sharma: Isit a. fact that generally the Supezinten- 
dents of police have submitted reports to the Government to the effect that 
N. V. C. rendered praiseworthy service and that they were of oe help 
to them ? 


Chief Minister: Government received the reports about such cases in 
which they had done good work and it was on that basis that Government 
arrived at this conclusion that their work was praiseworthy. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Has Government received any report from 


Low 


, the police officers to the effect that they were not doing any work ? 


. -© > Chie! Minister : Government received good reports about some 


— cases. How could it ignore the good work done by them. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know the nature. of the reports 

‘submitted by the police officers ? oo i 

| Chief Minister: Government has made this reply after studying the 

` reports. The Inspector General of Police sent the reports about the work 

done by the N, V. C. to the Minister-In-Charge who also went through these 

reports. Hence the praiseworthy work done in this connection by the 
N. V. C. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : _ Good reports might have been submitted 
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about certain cases. I want to know the nature of the reports as a whole. 
Is it a fact tha generally the District Superintendents and other high officials 
of police have submitted reports to the Government to the effect that they 
were disappointed with the work of the N. V.C. ? 


_ Chief Minister: These officers have reported that their work in this 
connection was quite praiseworthy. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Was this work praiseworthy as a whole ? 
Chief Minister : Yes. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: May I know whether the Government 
is aware that the arms given to N. V. Cs. were misused and in one instance 
in village Chautala, district Hissar where such arms were used by some 
members of the N. V. C. against their rival party in the village ? 


Chief Minister: If the hon. Member gives notice I shall find out for 
him but ordinarily anv one who misuses his arms is hauled. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Js it not a fact that the number of the 
N. V. Cs. who have committed offences, is very large ? 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it a fact that Government have received 
sufficient reports to the effect that the personnel of N V.C. have, while 
discharging their duties, committed various offences ? TE 

Chief Minister: I require notice. I would also reguest the hon. 


Member that while giving notice he should piease explain as to what he 
means by ‘‘sufficient.”’ 


HOUSE RENT TO POLICE OFFICERS. | ae 


*1524. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be please] to 
state that the rates of house rent fixed for Foot Constables, Head Constables, 
Assistant Sub-Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors of Police serving in the urban 
and rural areas respectively during the year 1950-51 ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: Rates of house rent allowance for 


Police Officers and men are prescribed in Rule 10.76 of the Punjab Police 
Rules Volume I. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh : May I know whether any houses are available on 
rent at Rs. 2/- or 3/- per month in the urban areas ? 


Chief Minister : I do not know whether houses are available on rent at 
Rs. 2/-or Rs. 3/- per month. It is not necessary that house rent allowed to 


Government Servants should cover the full amount of the rent paid by the 
officials. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Inthe light of the hon. Chief Minister’s reply to 
the effect that it is not known whether houses can be had on rent at the rate 
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of Rs. 2/- or 3/- per month, May I know if he has ever enone that houses 
cannot be had on rent at Rs.2/- or Ks.3/- per month? 


Chief Minister: I have already stated that. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: In view of the fact that Superintendents: of Police 
who already draw high salaries are given free furnished houses and that the 
Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors draw Rs. 15 or/- Rs. 16/- as their house rent, 
imay I know the reasons for such a discrepancy ? 


-Chief Minister . It is only a part of the house rent. 


eee 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. AND ANSWERS 


a USE OF FIRE-ARMS IN CRIME. 


- 452, Shrimati Dr. Parkash Kaur : Will the. hon. ' Chief Ministër be 
pleased to state :— 


+ (a) the number of crimes: of violence and dacóity ‘during’ the year 
1949 in the district of Amritsar, in which fire arms were used ; 


“(b) the pumber of the fire arms so weed which were licenced and 
the number of those which were of the prohibited bore; 


(c) the number of licenced fire arms used in fights against the palice 
and the number of those used thus of the paces bore; 


E (a). the ‘number of cases in which it has come merely” ‘to “the “notice f 
7. the police, atid the number of cases in which it has been proved 

“` that the prohibited bore ammunition used against the ‘police’! in 

the un-licenced fire arms, came from the owners of’ ‘the 

: licenced prohibited bore weapons; © o <)252 eds Bae 


(e) the names ; of the criminals using this prohibited et “ammunition 

coming from the owners of the licenced prohibited bore weapons 

`. _. - -and the names of such owners who gave this ammunition to the 
E criminals ? 


dia The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bharain (a) 80 (Murders —29,. Dacoities— 
35, Attempt to murder—11 Culpable pom! and. reBeCHc 
— 4), 
(b) Seven fire-arms used were nce and two 303 | Trifles were of 
©". prohibited bore. k 

o (ce Nil 

æ . 
(e) Nil. 2 . 
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OUTLET NO. 42600/L BUTANA BRANCH 


453. Chaudhri Samar Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state :- | 


p->: (a) whether the Government is aware’ of the fact that the area atta- 
o ched to outlet No.42600/L Butana Branch was increased; 


-> + (b) whether'it is a fact that’ the size of the outlet has since been 
decreased; if so, the reasons for the same: 


(c) what action, if any, has the Government taken on tha “several 


representations made by the Zann dats Go by the above 
referred to “changes? 


The hon. Dr Gopi Chand Bhargava; (a) Yes. 


(b\ No. The size of the outlet was actually increased in proportion 
"to the additional area added. 


(c) Two applications of the zamindars alleging wrong construction 
: of the outlet are under investigation. If it is found that there 


‘isany mistake in the construction of the outlet it will be set 
right at. once, 


GOHANA PANIPAT ROAD. 


a 454, Chaudhri Samar Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Public Work 

i be pleased to state whether the work of construction +n Gohana-Panipat Road 
“has” “been stopped one constructing some culverts only; if s>, the reasons 
` therefor ? ” B 


The hon. Captain Ranjit Singh : The work-0.1 Gohana-Panipat Road has 
not been stopped. It will be completed gradually as funds permit. 


ee ee Pe 


va” Si + -GOVERNMENT OWNED TRUCKS LYING AT JULLUNDUR 


455. Shrimaii Sita Devi: Will the hon. Minister for Public works be 
--pleased to state the action Government intends to take in connection with 


trucks lying idle infront of the Civil Secretariat building at Jullundur for 
the last two years ? 


The hon. Captain Ranjit Singh: The Government intend to utilize 
these vehicles for operating services on routes wich are to be taken over by 
the Government and for running local bus services. It may also be added 


that all the chassis are not lying there for the last two years; a few of them 
were received as recently as 23/1/1950. 


—_ = ae oe 
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ADJOURNMENT MOTION 


HUNGER STRIKE IN HOSHIARPUR COLLEGE 


Ve 


Ajit Singh: Sir, I beg to ask for leave to make a motion for 
ae the adjournment of the business of the House. 


Sardar 


Mr. Speaker : Under the Rules, I regret I cannot allow the hon. 
Member to move his motion. : : 


Sardar Ajit Siagh : Sir, the matter is of urgent public importance. 


Chief Minister: I riseto a point of order. It is a convention that 
° during the Budget session, no adjournment motion is allowed. 


í 


p= Sardar Ajit Singh: Sir, in view of the extraordinary conditions under 
which I had to come all the way from Simla-East, I request you to please 
relax the rule fying down that the notice should be given half an hour before 
the commencement of a sitting. . os 


“Mr. Speaker : : The boon Bill is coming up on the 27th March 
‘and the hon. Member can discuss all these things on that day. | 


Sardar Ajit Singh: The situation is very delicate and. requires immediate 
action and 27th is a long way off. 
/Mr. Speaker : On the last day of the voting on demands no adjourn- 
ment motion can be brought forward. The hon. Member has brought the 
fact of the hunger strike to the notice of the House and that is p 


a eee ee 


Demands for Grants 
LAN D REVEN VE 


' Minister tor Education (The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh): I move— 


r That a sum not E Rs. 65, 54, 000 be granted to the Governor 
to defray the charges that will come in’ course of payment for the 
w- g l year 1950-51 in respect ef Land Revenue. 


= Mr. Speaker: Demand moved— 
That a sum not exceediog Rs. 65, 54, 000 be granted to the Governor to 


defray the charges that will eome in course of payment for the year 
ETE . 1950-51 in respect of Land Revenue. : 


Sardar Sajjan Singh (Patti, Sikh, Rural) (Punjabi) : I move— 


pc 
That the eed be reduced by Rs. 100/-. eae 
. Sir, when I went through the details of this demand for grant, Is was sur- 
prised to find that the Congress Government has done practically nothing in 
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fulfilment of its pledges to improve the hard lot of poor zamindars. Before 
attainment of independence the Congress had made many high sounding 
-promises to zamindars that in case the Congress came into power it would 
make assessment of land revenue on the basis of ‘income tax but- I feel sorry 
to say that no such proposal has received any consideration at the hands 
.of the: Government. -It shows that the party in power ha’ either forgotten 
all its pledges or has failed to do anything in fulfiltient of these pledges. 
In the case of -non-agriculturists, the income of rupees three thousand is 
exempt “from income tax. The same principle shoul |! be made to apply to 
ithe agricultaral income‘and the azriculturists’ portion of income should also 
be exempte | froni‘the. assessment of land revenae so that they <miay also 
heave a sigh of relief. I think the Government is doing great injustice to 
“thE Za nindárs in n- the matter ` ‘of assessment of land revetiue. It is nőt under- 
on while’ the “Government one exempts the income of 
aS arene ‘thotisalid’ from levý of income tax, it denies the same benefit 
to the people who grow food and toil during the “hot ‘summer day and also 
during cold . and bleak, days of winter. Their 1 income, of, a from even one 
SSN It. is 
grave injustice ‘to Gen, “There is no reason why “he © ene should 
Sneedrd: different treatment to- different sections of peopléin a free’ country in 
the matter of taxation. There should be n> dispurity in thë matter of taxation 
between the urbanites and, the, ruralites, It is really strange that the Govern- 
ment” should “exempt ‘the ‘income. “of tha ‘urban people up. to the limit of 
“Rs. 3, ‘000; “and that the ruralites ‘should, not be remitted. land revenue of even 
ail ‘I would, therefore, ask the Government that the pledges 
it had taken belot coming into powèt should be implemented in true spirit. 
It should not remain under, the i impression that the people are so foolish as 
to conveniently forgetits promises The Government should remember that 
nothing in this world is De and 7, ganmol renain in aN for all 

time to come: 4." o- i. pee ge E ee ee 

a aa nit uq nit SLE az afiat 
a Jy fag aes faG.al 3 gg users 

It will not augur well for the Govérnmént if it perpetrates inju-tice on 
the people. Equity and justice demand that as a portion of income is exempt 


from the levy of income tax similarly some portion of agricultural income 
should also be exempt from the assessment of land revenue. 


{ 
| 


Chief Minister: On a point of order, Sir. I invite your attention to 

Rule 144 according to which the discussion must be confined to ‘administrative 

matters for which Government is responsible and not deal with matters 

regarding legislation. No discussion of this matter can be made on this demand 

- unless the Land Revenue Act is modified. The hon. Member should, therefore, 
= confine his: discussicn 10 administrative matters: only. | 


Origfhal with; 
Punjgb Vidhan Sabha 
Digi@§zed by; 
Panjg Digital Library 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 

Panjab Di ital Lj 


LAND REVENUE (15)25 


Aes 


Sardar Sajjan Singa : I submit to the point raised by the hon. Chief 


Minister. 


Sardar Swaran Singh : Has the objection raised by the Chief Minister 
been accepted by the Chair ? The point that Sardar Sajjan Singh is develop- 


Ang does not require any legislation. 


y | 
Pa Mr. Speaker : It depends upon the Member to develop his point in such 
a way that it does not infringe any rule. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: Sir, I would say that the Government is an 
organisation for doing service: to the people and they naturally expect that 
even-handed justice should be shown to them. The foundation of law is based 
on justice. So far as the taxation policy of the Government is concerned, I 


wish to submit that it should be uniform in the case of all sections of popu- 


lation. In this connection, it is very necesssary first of all to alter the princi- 
ples governing the levying of land revenue. It is a very old complaint of the 
peasants, dating back to the British regime, that the Government metes out 
to them step-motherly treatment. Even now they feel that there is no differe- 
nce in the treatment of the Government towards them.:. It is the duty of the 


Government to attend to every legitimate grievance of theirs and to try its 
utmost to redress it, or in the alternative to convince them that their comp- 
_laint is unreasonable. Taxes constitute the very foundation ‘of a Government 


and it is absolutely essential forit to examine carefully its tax-structure’ and 
to see as to how it affects the various sections of the papulation and to assure 


that no class his to bzaran un duly heavy burden of taxes. In other words 
the Government has to see that the burden of taxation is distributed Hmong 
all its people on a fair and equitable basis. 


Now I have to refer to another matter. Our Government has not so ‘far 
done anything to ameliorate the condition of the humble low-paid staff ofits 
administration, for instance, the chaprasis and the jamadars. Their emolu- 


` ments are so meagre that they are forced to kill their sense of self-respect and 


do menial work such as cleansing of utensils and attending on the children of 


their officers at th2 residence of the latter. It is a matter for shame that the 


Government should give them a remuneration with which they can hardly 
get enough food for themselves, not to speak of feeding their children. When 
their plight is such, how can the Government expect. them to discharge their 
duties honestly and conscientiously ? Again, while the Ministers are allowed 
to draw Rs.331 per mensem in lieu of house rent, the House Rent Allownce 
admissible to chaprasis is of not more than Rs. two or three per mensem. See- 
ing such a state of affiairs, I am constrained to remark that the manner in which 
the pay-scales of its subordinate employees have been fixed by the Government 


is wholly based on injustice and inequity and the Government is in this 
matter behaving in a most inhuman way. 
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Sir, you will be surprised to hear that while the A.D.Cs and other big 
officers are getting Rs.200 p.m. or so as special pay in addition to their 
salaries, the annual! increment of these poor employees is just eight annas | 
What I want to stress is that there should not be such a wide disparity in the 
scales of pay of the various employees of the Government, just as the emolu- 
ments of the Financial Commissioner are so disproportionately high as com- 
pared with remuneration of his peon, as to be im the ratio of 1 to 140. Similar 
is the condition of the patwaris who form the back-bone of the revenue admi- 
nistration. Their salary isso meagre that they have no other alternative but 
to resort to questionable means in order to supplement it; for instance, they 
charge Rs.4/- from every zamindar who goes to them to get ‘Khasra“number’ 
in respect of some land They are in fact forced to resort to such practices 
in order to be able to earn enough to feed their children.. What else can they 
do when their salaries are so inadequate ? They have to make money some- 
how or the other. And the Governnent doesn’t care a hang about it, as its 
work i is not suffering. Its indifference reminds me of the Punjabi couplet :- 


ao aE RY A aE SHA gaa da Tava AA | 
OOo RAW aA AS naa dis us Uz | 


- es “What 1 mean to say is that the Government doesn’t care how and where- 
by. the, patwaris , live, despite the fact that they are entrusted with so many 
„responsibilities | under the present system. Persons who have no responsibility 
Ao discharge are getting handsome salaries and are leading a life of comfort and 
luxury | ‘while those who are burdened with so many responsibilities are not 
„getting « even. a living. wage, Besides this, there is another matter to which I 
want to draw the attention of the Government. Out of the patwaris of the 
Punjab who had lately gone on a general strike, barring the patwaris of 
Ariritsar district; ali others had been reinstated and given arrears of pay. It 
is really incomprehensible as:to why the patwaris of Amritsar district-have been 
- - treated: differently-in this -matter. It is true that they were also later on 
‘reinstated but it is strange that they have not been so far allowed to draw 
varreais.of pay due to them in respect of the period in which they were absent 


Mee Me ais emi, eee Pee ee ee ere 


from’ duty,,, So far as my knowledge goes, patwaris of all other districts have | 
been allowed'to draw pay-of this pe iod Now, I cite an instance to show the 


way in which this Government is functioning. A patwari of Tehsil Patti, 


-Rangi Ram, by name, while speakinz at a meeting of the Congress party, had ~ 


stated that everyday the patwaris were accused o! accepting bribes but no- 
. body cared to have notice of the fact that almost every day they received chits 
from the Ministers, directing them to help such and such person in the allot- 
ment‘of such and such land, as the person in question happened to be their 
man. For not hesitating to speak the plain truth. this poor fellow was sus- 
` pended from service on 19th August, 1943, and was not served with a charge- 
sheet for one and a half years. Now that he has been reinstated, he has. not 
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been given a single{pie out of the arrears of pay due to him in respect of the 
period of suspension, inspite of the fact that there is a provision in the rules of 
the Revenue Department that half the pay is allowed during the period of 
suspension to every employee who is suspended. 


Now I would like to say a few words in regard to the scheme of consoli- 
dation of holdings. I am well aware of this fact that one patwari can cope 
with the consolidation work of at the most 500 acres of land. The total area 
of land which is to be brought under the consolidation scheme is nearly one 
crore and twenty lakh acres. If the work in connection with the consolidation 
scheme is proposed to be executed with the help of the existing staff, I think 
it will not be possible to finish it even in a period of 50 years. Keeping in 
view the importance of the issue. the Government should apo the maximum 
possible staff for this purpose. Ja 

In the end, I would again remind the Government that if nothing was 
done to improve the lot of the low paid employees, and the scales of pay conti- 
nued to be as disproportionate as before, conditions analogous to those of China, 
would be created here, too. If the people do not get even enough to make 
both ends meet, they will surely become communists. Holding the banner of 
Chiang Kai Shek, using the arms supplied by the Americans, people will- go 
on joining the communists. This story will in that case be repeated here. 


Mr. Speaker : Demand under consideration, amendment moved. 
‘ That the demand be reduced by Rs. 100/- 


Sardar.Swaran Singh (Jullundur West, Sikh, Rural) (Punjabi): Sir, 
the land Revenue Demand which is under discussion relates to the poor 
population. ‘of the State which lives in villages and earns its living by 
tilling he soil. The most important item under this Demand which has 
an.. immediate. effect .on these people is the consolidation of land holdings 
and this year a sum of rupees fourteen lakhs has been provided for this- 
work. This consolidation has been the subject of discussion a number 
of times in this House and there has been a complete unanimity on 
this point among all hon. Members even including those who have 
always made it a point to oppose everything. At this stage I do not 
understand the reason why the decision is not being imp‘emented. 
The work of consolidation of holdings is very essential and suitable staff 
is required to do it but I fail to find any scheme in this demand 
which would provide for a staff with the requisite qualifications. I may 
tell the Government that it. will not be able to convince the public by 
saying that work was not possible as staff was not available, such an 
argument will not pass master and want of planning in this direction 


may have disasterous consequences. On the one hand the Government 
witches to intrcduce mechanised form of cultivation and embark ona 
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campaign of boring tube wells and on the other it is not taking any effective 
step to bring about consolidation In my opinion schemes of mechanical 
eultivation and tube wells cannot bear any fruit unless and until the 
consolidation work is put through. But unfortunately the speed with 
which this work has begun will take nothing short of forty or fifty 
years to accomplish it and the natural result would be that the State 
and its people will be made to suffer beyond all measures. In_ these 
circumstances I would request the hon. Minister concerned that he should 
give more attention to the organizational side of this scheme. As for 
the expenditure, I can assure him and some of my hon. Friends repre- 
senting the rural areas have already stated, that people themselves are 
prepared to bear it. They can’t undertake the organizational work and 
the Government has got to do itfor them. Butit is strange that the 
Government has not given any plan for the training of patwaris, the 
inspectors and other officials. Such a state of affairs is far from being 
satisfactory as the public expects that a decision which has been unanimously 
taken in this House should be put into effect without any delay. 


The second thing which I wish to place before the House is that 


-on page 69 of the Budget, there is an item ‘District Charges,’ which shows 


an increase from rupees 35 lakhs tò rupees 48 lakhs. At any rate I 
am not aware of the conditions which have neccessitated an additional 
expenditure of rupees thirteen lakhs on District Charges, I would request 
the hon. Minister kindly to take the House into conidence and explain the 
reasons for this enormous increase. I think that there was no necessity 
of additional expenditure particularly when the staff requirel wis 
not wanted for any technical work. For routine work arrangements 
could be made by which no extra expense would have been necessary. 
We cannot afford to waste huge sum of rupees thirteen lakhs and go on 
increasing the burden of taxation on the rural people who are already 
groaning under its weight. i 


Thirdly I wish to tell the Government that our present lanl 
records are in a miserable condition. Before partition the Pat waris and Girdawar 
kanongos who. worked in the East Punjab, now known as the Punjab 
State were almost all Muslims. After they have gone away nobody 
appears to have cared for Jamabandis and Khasra girdawaries and thev 
are lying incomplete. Consequently great inconvenience is being felt 
by the zamindars as according toa Punjabi saying Patwari is the mother 


of land. Steps should, therefore, be taken to make the land records up- 
to-date. 


My fourth suggestion concerns the Land Records Depart- 
ment. I am verv sorry to say that this department which is so essential 
for our administrative set up is not receiving the attention it deserves. 
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Some time back an effort was made to make it up-to-date by entrus- 


‘ting it to an officer with some imagination but unfortunalely no improve- 


ment appears to have been effected. This department has got to 
look after the training of the patwaris and other service matters and 


unless and until it is look properly strengthened, I think we will not be 


able to put an erd to strikes by the patwaris and put our consolida- 
tion scheme into effect. 


I wish to make a suggestion regarding the training of the Patwaris. We 
should recast our system of education in such a way that just as other subjects 
like Geography, History, Political Science and Economics are taught to the 
students, Patwaris’ work should also form one of the subjects in the middle 
standard. In this manner every student will learn Patwaris’ work. Similarly, 


it can be made a compulsory subject for vernacular teachers. It can be taught 
to. them by holding refresher courses for two or three months in a year. It is 


essential to do so because this task is not so difficult as some people think. 
This work will become very easy if made a regular subject. Ignorance about 


-it is sometimes exploitel by the Patwaris. Ifa large number of people learn 
it, an alternate arrangement will be available to the Government and the 
- Patwaris will not be able to dictate terms. If every person who passes the 


Middle examination and every vernacular teacher learns this work, there will 


be no possibility of any crisis in this direction. People will become acquain- 
_ ted with this work and the corruption prevalent in this department will dis- 


appear to a large extent. The Government had some such scheme under 


= -consideration and I request the hon. Minister to enlighten the House 


about the progress made in that connection. The ‘Education Department 
has accepted the principle of inclusion of this subject in the ordinary 
curriculum. If this is done, one of the main difficulties will be obviated and 
corrupticn will also decrease. The public will also come to know about their 
rights in respect of land. As the hon. Minister for Revenue is in charge of 
Education also, I hope that he will bring about the necessary co-ordination. 


Then, Sir my hon Friend Sardar Sajjan Singh made a suggestion that 
land revenue should be based on the same system on which income-tax 
is charged ‘lis is an ideal which every Government should try to achieve. 
In view of the limited financial resources of the Government, I do not wish to 
put it in an awkward position. I realise that it would not be possible for it 
to make any substantial reduction in land revenue. When the Government 


thinks of imposing more taxes, it should:remember the demand of the general 


public that the entire structure of land revenue system should be recast on 
the basis of income-tax. Whenever .a Land Revenue or Finance Committee 
considers some taxatioh proposal, it should bear this demand in mind. 


_ Then, Sir, I wish to say a few words about the rates of Land Revenue. 
It is really astonishing that the chahi-rate should be so high. It can’t be under- 
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stood why a person who digs wells at his own expense and works it with the 
help of,his cattle should be asked to pay such a high rate of land revenue. This 
matter demands early attention of the Goverenment. While not forgetting to 


-achieve the ultimate goal of recasting the land revenue system on the basis of 


income-tax, the Government should take immediate steps to reduce the chahi 
rate. I desire this matter to be taken up at orice because I feel that the whole 
work of achieving the suggeste | ideal is likely to take long. I am referring to 


these matte s because I have noticed that whenever one complains of the burden 
‘of heavy taxes on the ruralites, various figures are quoted to show that these 
people earned huge sums of money by growing Narma cotton or some other 
‘crop. One who talks in that manner completely ignores the hardships which 
the kisaas have to undergo in the winter months of Poh and Magh. We 
should not forget that they have to do very hard work. Instead of providing 


them facilities, it is said that they made one crore or more from cotton crop. 
If in the matter of assessment of land revenue, the Government adopts the basis 
of income-tax, we would be prepared to pay higher rates f or increased produc- 
tion. At this stage, however, in view of the difficult financial position of the 


'Governm nt, it cannot be expected to act in this manner. ‘In my opinion, it 
is devoid of imagination. The demand for reduction of chahirate is very old 


but no satisfactory decision has been made by the Government. While on the 


~ one hand, the Government is thinking of making land-holdings economic and 
“also contemplates changes in the land-tenure system, it is not proper to stick 
to an altogether out-of-date system in the case of land-revenue. The zamin- 
` dars are not in a position to bear heavier liabilities. An other problem about which 


there is a gencral talk these days is the landlord-tenant dispute. As a matter 


of fact this problem is not so acute in Purja as itis in other States of india. 


There are,some persons who wish to make capital out of it. Their habit is to 


` hit upon“any problem and start an azititin: ia t1> rural areas, So in this 


matt “also they cannot help it. 
pa Speaker: The hon. Member should not discuss tuis point at length 
as we have got a resolution on this subject which is to be discussed in the 


. House. 


Sardar Shiv Saran Singh: Itis not certain wether it will conz up or 


Sardar Swaran Singh: Anyhow, I am winding up, Sir, ina minute. I 
was saying that such an agitatoin has much to do with the landlord-tenant 
dispute.in tlhe Stete. Jle yicllem putsa heavy strain on the land revenue 
cstablisl ment. As a result of this the State stands to lose. On the other side 
the tenants also don’t derive any advantage out of it. In my opinion such 
questions should not be raised at this tims. As a matter of fact there are no 
landlords worth the name in the State of Punjab. We have still to make 


zamindars. Phakra and Nangal Trojects are still on their way to completion. 
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The prosperity of Punjab is linked with them. At present, the real zamindars 
do not exist in this State. I therefore appeal to the Government and the 
people to pay more attention to more important matters. One of such 
matters of importance is the drive against corruption in the Revenue Depart- 
ment. This matter concerns a large number of people and, in fact the 
progress of our schemes can only be achieved if we take steps tə remove 
corruption. So in order to purify the administration of the Revenue Depart- 
ment a vigorous drive should be launched. It is only by such steps and 


actions on the part of the Government that a real service to the people can 
be rendered. 


Sardar Shiv Saran Singh (Kangra /and Northern Hoshiarpur, Sikh, 
Rural) (Punjabi): Sir, I wish to draw the attention of the hon. Members 
to the hardships and inconvenience of the people living in rural areas who have 
to deal with the patwazis. Of course, I do realise the difficulties of the 
Pa'waris also. They have to workin the villages as well as at the tehsil 
head-quarters. It is for the Government to think out ways and means by 
which their work may be so adjusted that the villagers may not find any 
difficulty in the matters like getting of documents and pedigree tables from 
the Patwaris in times of need. Such rules should be framed as 
may decrease the hardships of the people to the minimum in such 
matters, But at present I regret to note that the villagers are put to 
alot of inconvenience in matters of getting documents etc. For instance 
some of the farmers who stand “in need of documents from the Patwaris 
have to follow them not for two or three months but for five or six years 
and still thev are sometimes unable to procure them. In pre-emption, fases 
there is n> limit to which the patwaris can create difficultes in the way of 


. the poor farmers. They charge fees at exorbitant rates from these igno- 
-rant persons. It is, of course, a matter of relief that the Government 
* has increased the rates of salaries of the Patwaris and thus tried to give 


them a fair treatment, General rise in the prices of commodities has hit 
these people and it isa matter of satisfaction that the Government has 


realised this and tried to meet their demands. But I wish to draw the 


attention of the Members to the fact that no facilities have been provided 
for the villagers in matters to which I have made a reference above. 
I would like to stress the importance of minimising the hardships of the 
farmers. Rules should be so framed that when any person submits an 
application to the Tehsildar or the anoonzo it should be dealt with in ten 
or fiteen days at the most. Ifit be | urgent not, more that two or three 


days should be taken. Of course at pres sent there is a provision to the 


effect that a person can get the documents from the tehsil headquarter but 
in most of the cases such documents cannot serve the purposes of the appli- 
cants. Efforts should be made to remove this difficulty. 
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Another point to which Sardar Swaran Singh has also referred is 
ahout Ahasra Girdawari. In this connection I wish ‘to tell the hon. Members 
that such Khasra Girdawari is not done at the spot. W hat the officers do 
is that they sit in. the village | and without. going to the spot they prepare 
their papers. This practice is the source of corruption in many cases. If 
proper supervision is carried out in the matter of entries in the records 


many of the evil practices will vanish and the farmers will be saved from — 


a good deal of hardship. At present on account of the fact that a large 
number of Patwaris are busy in rehabilitation work, the work of entries 
and mutations is in arrears. My suggestion is that the Tehsildars should 


be instructed to make a. rigid supervision as far as this work is concerned’ 


so that there may be no chances of corruption in this matter. I feel 
that the Patwaris ought to be well paid so that they may rise above 
corruption If they are given adequate salaries and they, as a result of 
this, begin tc work honestly, the relations between. farmers and Patwaris 
can improve. Under the new Panchayat Act the Panchayats will be empowered 
to exercise control over the Patwaris. This might lead to god results. 

One thing more to which I wish to draw the attention of the 
House is the scheme of consolidation of holdings. During the current vear 


a sum of Rs. 14 lakhs is proposed to be spent on it. Here I don’t wish 


to dwell at length on the importance of this scheme. Suffice. it to siy 
that the scheme is specially useful to the small land holders and it cin 
help..to a large extent the Grow More Food Campaign as well. The 


| scheme. was framed about a year back but so far it has not been put into 


practice as. far.as I know. I wish to submit to the Government that if 


‘it desires to take practical steps in this matter, about fourteen 


Kanoogos and sixty or seventy Putwaris are required to start with. 
As. far as the financial aspect of this useful scheme is concerned I don’t 
think there .can be any objection to it. Even the farmers can make 


` sacrifice by. giving two or three rupees per Ghumaon. They will be prepared 


to, pay for the expenses of such a beneficial scheme. The additional staff 
that has been kept for it cannot be said to be sufficient for the requirements. 
So long as this scheme does not come into full swiig pople will feel 


that they are not having full advantages out of the recently achieved 


independence. In order to improve the conditions of our p:asantry top 


priority should be given to this matter. In this connection it will not be 


out of place to suggest that the Agriculture Department and the Co-oderative 
Department should be fully utilized on this work If we launch this drive 
in the suit oi Jaticling a movement the condition of the farmer wil! 


improve and Grow More Food Campaign will get an additional momentum. 


| Chaudhri Lahri Sing, (Rohtak North, General, Rural) (Hin Lustani) : 
Sir, I wish to make a few observations oa two or three important matters. 
Yesterday some of my hoa. Frien is renarked thit there was nothin: wroaz in 
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burdening the zamindars with additional taxes. They said that abiana and 
land revenue should be further enhanced and this imposition would not be 
unjust. Sir, through you I wish to remind the hon. Chief Minister of those 
times when he used to lead the Opposition in the legislatures of previous 
Governments and was eloquent over the question of abolition of chahi 
rates. Well, Sir, this is a question which has a history behind it. My hon. 
Friend Sardar Swaran Singh threw a flood of light on this point. I come from 
that very ilaqa the people of which entirely depend upon well irrigation and 
have to pay thousands of rupees in the form of chahi rates. It will not 
be out of place to mention here that before partition there were 45 lakhs of 
wells in the Joint Punjab and thus a. large amount of money was realised 
from the poor zamindars as chahi rates These were ‘imposed by the British 
Government and so long as the Unionist Party remained in Opposition, it 
agitated against this levy. You will remember, Sir, that Sir Sikander Hyat 
and Chaudhri Sir Chhotu Ram would harangue to the public that there 
was no justification for the imposition of the chahi rates by the Governtiént 
because the latter had done nothing to irrigate the lands of Zamindars. It 
was the zamindars who sunk 'the wells with their own money and worked 


hard to ‘irrigate their lands and therefore Government had no right to levy 


the chahi rates. But when ‘the Unionist Party came into power, they found 
that they would have to lose a substantial amount if they abolished ‘the 
chahi rates ; so they forgot all their tall talk and slept over the'mxtter and 
discouraged the Members from raising any voice against this imposition. But 
then ‘Congressmen vehemently condemned the levy of chahi rates. They 
held out high hopes to the zamindars about the abolition of these ch thi rates. 


‘They also advanced the same arguments which the Unionist Membe s used to 


adduce in favour of doing away with the chahi rates. They accused the 


Sikander Government of having backed out of their promises and making 


‘éémmon cause with the ‘Britishers. You will perhaps remember, Sir, that 


‘Chaudhri Sahib Ram brought forward a resolution recommending the aboli- 


tion of chahi ‘rates but the Unionist Party resisted it tooth and nail despite 
‘the fact that they shed crocodile tears ‘at the miserable plight of the poor 
zamindars. Aftér the ‘élections of 1946, people laid gréat expectations on the 
failure of the Unionist Party and the success of the Congress party. But things 
did ‘not go ahead. Now that the Congress Government is holding the reigns 
of office, may I ask the hon. Minister to announce after consulting the Chief 
Minister whether the imposition of chahi rates is justified or not. My sub- 
mission is that if the Government is not in a position to abolish them,jit 
should at least admit that this isan improper tax on the zamindars and 
we ‘shall be satisfied that the Government feels our difficulty. In this 
connection, Iam reminded of Mahatma Gandhi’s remarks. At one'tirme ‘he 
‘said ‘thatthe Prime Minister of India should ‘be an illiterate mah. The 
object was that he could properly feel for the dumb and illiterate millions of 
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India’s rural people. Then I may point out ve the Grow More Food campaign 
is. not meeting with the same success which it should in spite of the fact that 
crores offrupees are being spent on it. The fact of the matter is that the 
zamindars are afraid of sinking wells at their own cost because they know that 
Government would levy chahi rates on their well-irrigated lands. So I would 
submit even at the risk of repetition that Government should abolish this tax 
ifit considers it in its heart of hearts that it is an improper tax. If it 
cannot do so, it should at least make an admission to this effect. | 


Then I would like to draw the attention of the: Government to Section 
150 of the Land Revenue Act. It enjoins the Government to see that any 
encroachment made by the zamindars on the village roads should be:set 
right. They should be removed under orders of the Government or the 
officers of the Revenue Department. Since the hon. Minister for Revenue 
belongs to the rural areas, J expect that he would Jook into the matter. 
Asa result of these encroachments, the water gcts collected in that part of 
the road and it becomes impassable. Consequently—the way is. blocked; 
for months end the produce of the zamindars cannot reach the market. Besides 
it becomes difficult for the villagers to gofrom one village to the other on 
account of the obstacles created by the encroachments. It will not be. out 
of place to mention here that conditions prevailing in China are being created 
in. India also. In China army goes to realise the land revenue. And here 
in this State an army of officials goes to the zamindars for realisation of 
dues from them. These officers include patwaris, qanungos, girdawars, 
tehsildars, revenue assistants etc. Apart from this, Deputy Commissioners 
and even hon. Ministers visit the rural areas in their cars but nobody cares 
to set these roads right on which encroachments have been made. Not only 
this, they have not cared to get these roads widened.. These roads are 
becoming narrower and narrower on account of these encroachments. I am 
sure Government will not have to spend even a pie on widening these roads. 
It is only required to issue orders to the zamindars who are guilty 
of making encroachments. I think if the Zamindars know that action will 
be taken against them, then they will desist from making such encroachments. 
I may tell the Government that the: widening of roads is most essential for 
,the life of the villages. So if the hon. Minister who is a Zamindar himself 
sees to the accomplishment of this task, he would earn the goodwill and 
commendation of the zamindars. 

Then, Sir, the treatment `of departmental officers towards the zamindars 
ls very atrocious. They have absolutely no sympathy for them. The zamin- 
dars are put to great hardship by them. Thay are asked to be present at a 
certain, place where the revenue assistant will hold his court for purposes of 
_ effecting certain mutations of land in revenue papers. If the poor zamindars 
fail to comply with the orders of the tehsildars, they are fined. But when they 
each the place where the revenue assistant is expectcd to hold the court, they 
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have to wait and wait till evening as the revenue assistant does not usually 

turn up. Since such places are jar removed from cities, poor zamindars have 

to go'without meals, as there are no restaurants where they can 

take something to eat. But the pity of it is that in the evening they receive 

the information that the revenue assistant would be coming aiter two days. 

7 The disappointment of thé zainindars can be more imagined than stated. I am 
constrained to remark that the attitude of the officials towards the zamindars is 

that of total indifference. They are more domineering than even the hon, 

: Ministers. i feel that something is wrong with them. Poor people who cover 
long distances in connection with the entries about mutations of land in the 

t revenue records are made to wait for days together by the officers of this de- 
$ partment. [hey are put to a lot of inconveniences. [hese officers cause unneces- 
sary delay in dealing with tae cases. [ney do not make the necessary corrections 

unless and until their palms are greased. Tne girdawar-qanungos act as 

middle men and thus quench their thirst by demanding more and more money 

from poor zamindais for themselves as weli as the tehsildars. In almost every 

district ten to twenty such cases are lying pending in the courts of the Deputy 
Commissioners and no efforts whatsoever are made to deai with them. 

The poor zamindars approach the girdawar qanuagos in connection with the 


: entries about mutations of land in the revenue records and they invariably 
try to keep them away without any rhyme or reason. These are the conditions 
| under which the poor people in the rural areas are living at present in our State. 
| I would request the hon. Minister to pay special attention towards this matter 
| and issue orders to all the Deputy Commissioners to submit their reports to 

the effect whether the tehsildars reach the vilages in time in connection with 
the work of khasra-girdawaris. 1 would also request him to enquire as to how 
many such cases are still pending for disposal. If this work is entrusted to 
the C. I. D. to make the necessary enquiries, | am sure, the hon. Minister 
would judge for himself how poor zamindars are being oppressed’ without any 
rhyme or reason. (/nterrwptvons) 1 am making all these submissions in the 
interests of the State as a whole. In the end, I would request the Government 
to widen the kacha routes in the villages for the convenience of the ‘villagers. 
At the same time,+I would once again request the Government to abolish the 
? chahi rates. I have every hope that the hon, Minister will make an announce- 
ment that chahi rates would henceforth be abolished and that the zamindars 
would not be put to any inconvenience, so far as the entries about mutations 
of land in the revenue records are concerned. 


Sardar Piara Singh (Hoshiarpur South, Sikh, Rural) (Pnajabi): Sir, 

people living in the rural areas in general and of my district in particular are 

, very poor. Itis really a pity that our Government does not devise any ways 
and means to improve the hard lot of these poor people who pay their land 


revenue and other taxes regularly. No steps whatsoever are being taken by 
the Government to improve their hard lot. All the fertile land in my distic! 
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has been rendered waste on account of ‘chos’so much so that villages have 
suffered a great loss. In spite of our repeated representations to save the poor 
people of the villages from this catastrophe, no adequate steps whatsoever 
have so far been taken by the Government in this direction. 


Further, I would like to say a few, things about the patwaris. It is said 
that patwaris resort to.corruption, Jtis.an open secret that they are low- 
paid.and they cannot make both ends meet, so much so that they find 
it well nigh impossible even to provide for the education of their children. 
They live on the poor zamindars who grease their palms every now and then. 
Being low-paid Government servants, they have no other alternative. except 
corruption. Under the circumstances, I would request the Government to 
enhance the salaries of the patwaris so that they may not take recourse to 
corrupt practices. I would also like to say a few words about the consolidation 
of land holdings. If it is the intention of the Government to make the.Grow the 
More Food campaign a success then they should lose no time in taking the 
consolidation work in hand. The sooner this work is taken in hand and 
completed, the better would it be in the interest of both the State and the 
zamindars. I would like to suggest to the Government to entrust this work to 
revenue patwaris who should be paid over-time wages. If this is done, I am 
sure, consolidation work would be completed within a few months. 


So far as the people of my district are concerned, they are as already 
stated very poor, so much so that they find it very difficult to pay the chahi 
rates. They are paying the land revenue and are already hard-hit. I do not 
find any justification on the part of the Government to levy chahi rates upon 
them. I would request the Government to pay special attention towards 
the poor people of my district and do something substantial to improve their 
hard lot. 


Sardar Shiv Singh (Gurdaspur North, Sikh, Rural) (Punjabi) : 
Sir, I do not want to say anything about the ‘haisiyat’ tax as my hon. Friend 
Sardar Swaran Singh has already made some mention about it in the course 
of his speech. I quite agree with what he has said about it and I am sure 
Government will not hesitate to consider his suggestions in this connection. 
It is the intention of the Government to enhance water rates from the Zamin- 
dars. Iam ofthe opinion that by increasing water rates (abiana) Govern- 
ment would be doing a grave injustice to the poor zam ndars, 


,/ Mr. Speaker: This rate concerns the Irrigation Department. The 
hon. Member is not relevant | 


Sardar Shiv Singh: Sir, what I wish to point out is that the land 
revenue and the chahi rates which the zamindars pay at present are already 
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very high. They are already over-burdened with many taxes. Under the 
present conditions, when they are already hard-hit it is the pressing need of 


the hour to improve their hard lot. 


Sir, there is hardly any tax that has not been levied on the poor zamindars 

I would like to point out to the Government. that in. village Kanowal, district 
a Gurdaspur, there is a nullah which gets flooded during the. rainy season and 
thus damages the craps and houses It would be better if the Government 
constructs a shallow drain, by sp2ading a nominal sum of Rs. 400 or Rs. 509 ;so 
thatthe water may be utilised to the best. advantage of the cultivators. 
€ Some of my hon. Friends have expressed their opinion that corruption.is 
3 prevalent: in the Government departments.because the officials are low-paid. 
But.I-cannot subscribe to this view. I have noticed that whenever any. officer 

from the rank of foot constable high up to revenue officer goes. to any village 

a on official duty, their-charges by way of illegal gratification vary from Rs. 10/- 
to Rs. 500/-. Under the existing system, highly placedjofficers often have.the 

tendency to look down. upon the acceptance of; a small: sum by way-of 

illegal gratification and: big offers are made to them. Sa I think it 

will -be the greatest service in the cause. of best;administration, if everybody does 

all in-his power to roat.out corruption, from the State. F or my’ part, I-have 

spent about five thousand rupees from my. own pocket in coinection with 

the drive to reotiout corruption from,the State. I have been boldly-pratesting 

and making complaints against the highshandedness. of corrupt-officers. I 

have never compromised,with cerruption and would uever-like to keep mum 

when any matters relating to, evil, practices of.corruption are brought to.my 

notice. Sometime back, I, made.a. complaint making. definite allegations of 
corruption-against a,Sub Inspector of police. After, making nccessary euquires, 

the. authorities reverted him as. Head Constable though, his promotion as 
Inspector, of police was. within sight, Similarly, two or. three Government 
officials:were awarded punishment on my complaint agajnst,them, So if my 

hon. Friends likewise concentrate their attention oa,fizhting against corruption 


Chas 


Cleanse the.administration of this. evil. 


Sir, I find that provision has been made in the Budget for the opening 

a e of new schools and also to accelerate the ‘Grow More Food’ Campaign. But 
it is regrettable that the Goverement does not, appear to be conscious of its 
responsibility towards Gurdaspur district. It has failed to provide any 
amenities for the people of this district. Gurdaspur is the main centre for 
supplying electricity to other towns and it is strange that the villages in 

, this district are not electrified: Similarly. canals have.their source in this 
district.but-irrigate land of.other ilaqas with no benefit te. Gurdaspur, distgyct. 

In certain villages in--Gurdaspur district‘there is abundant, .growth.oaf grass: in. 

‘the nionth of ‘May and June and if sugar.cane:is grown in. that ilaga, there 
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, (Sardar Shiv Singh.] . as . 
_ can be a considerable yield. But the main difficulty is that these villages a are 
not inter-linked with towns by any road. with the result that sugar cane 
cannot’ be brought to the markets in the towns for sale. Besides this, it is 
‘observed that newspapers often’ publish articles displaying immeasurable 
' sympathy with the tenant class but on the other hand we hear that Govern- 
*; ment has issued confidential orders to the district authorities to keep a watch mey 
‘on the activities of tenant class. It is said that Government intends to 
' introduce a legislative measure but the pity is that nobody knows what are 
. the contents of this Bill. A great measure of sympathy is being shown from 
certain quarters towards the tenant class in the name of Mahatma Gandhi but bo l 
I would say that if Mahatma Ji were alive, he would have certainly condemned rf 
= the Government for’ burdening the poor zamindars with increased abiana. | 
:Moreover, the Congress: has done: ‘remarkable work in laying down that the 
elections .to Legislative Assembly of every State would be on the basis of 
adult suffrage. In villages I find that the labourers are being paid very low 
| wages though they toil throughout the day. Itis strange that in spite of 
* their'hard work they are only given 4 to 5 seers of foodgrains. It is in the 
:“fitness:'of things that some legislative measure be brought forward to regulate 
“their wages. I would also inform the House that the small land-holdors do 
` not get much profit in paddy but they are also being burdened with more and 
“more taxes. These tillers of the soil have to pay large amount in defraying 
` the charges incurred in connection with the sowing of their crops. 
`: In the end, I would say that the British Government has been taking 
` great precautions in protecting its borders and our Government should 
"also follow in its footsteps’and maké necessary arrangements on the borders 
SO that there should not be any feeling of panic among the people. On 
account of fast detriorating relations with Pakistan, there is every possiblity 
| of war breaking out. Such news has caused considerable dislocation in | 
villages and people are concentrating in towns. It would be better if the | 
Government provides all amenities in villages so that the people should 
. not feel inclined to leave villages in order to get proper facilities in towns. | 
Moreover, the Government should try to provide irrigational facilities to the 
_. cultivators in villages or their land revenue should be considerably reduced s | 
. so that they may be able to make both ends meet. The people who live 
„in the villages of border districts often talk of the machine guns that have 
been set up on both sides of the Indo-Pakistan border, They are lulled into 
false sense of security that in case of war breaking out, their premises will 
.. be safe on account of the long range shots of the machine guns. 


Chaudhri Sahib Ram (Hissar North, General, Rural) (Hindi): 
Slr, it is a matter for great regret that yesterday and to-day again when 
some hon.. Members tried to refer to one of the burning problems of the ~< 
| ~ province, I mean the ‘landlords Versus tenants’, you did not allow them 
: to do so. Sir, immediate solution of this problem is the crying need of 
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the hour. This House must know before this’ session terminates ias. 

to what the Government intends doing in this matter of great public; 

v importance. When we go back to our villages, we must have some positive: 
reply to give to the, tenants’ anxious queries about this matter. A few 

days back, when a resolution about the . matter was. brought before the, 

House, Sardar Partap Singh had given an assurance that the Government 

would be bringing legislation’ before: the: House to deal with this: problem 
in this very session. But it is a matter: for regret, Sir, that so far there: 
` has not been any indication’. whether ‘the Government intends to. do so. 
or not. No such Bill has come in the: partv meeting for consideration. 

r It is not known where the promised Bill is lying. Is it lying in the 
drawers of some Minister’s table ? It appears the Government — wants to 


| aa i PPSA, ty. 
put off the matter until this session is over. | a 


Then I feel that the food problem in this State cannot be solved 
without adopting an ‘open policy’. The Government must -make an 
announcement: without further ‘delay as to whether it is prepared to remove 
restrictions and ‘controls or rot ‘so that we may be able to give definite, 
information to the zamindars in. tħis- connection. : Sardar. Swaran, Singh: 
seems to hold a different view because he. has not yet. had full. experience 
of the rough and tumble: of. public | ree 


OED agi? a Pe ina 

There is another matter to which I want’ ‘to’ draw the attention 'of 
the Government. The chowkidars, ‘posted’ ‘in ‘villages, are“ proving a great 
burden” on the poor ruralities. One chowkidar would be sufficient for each 
village. Then the’ zamindars have some! other grievances‘too. No land. 
revenue should be charged by the Government on: the common land: on 
the outskiits of villages which remains uncultivated and is used by, every 
‘one. Land revenue is being charged even ‘on ‘the land which ` has come 
under the village paths. This should not be done. Even the damagéd 
crops are not exempted from payment-of.land revenue. The:hon. Minister, 
being himself a zamindar - knows . it, well,,;: Instead of giving, the. poor 
zamindars some compensation in. lieu of the damaged. crops and the labour 
lost, land revenue at- full rate is charged from. them,,caysing., them , great 
hardships. This matter. needs the e of the Government....... 


we 


| 
| 


a 


Minister for. Education (The. hon. ‘Sardar Narotam . Singh). {Punja 
Sir, I must, first, thank all the. hon. Friends. who. have made suggestions 
for improvement in the administration of the Revenue, Department, „ I 
shall now briefly deal with | the objections, raised, by various hon. Members. 
Sardar. Sajjan Singh , has suggested that, the, Government should | Jevy land 
revenue. on the (Principles of iricome- tax, In this connection, . L. submit, 
Sir, that it is yery difficult to do. so, as ‘the. ‘principle. underlying , land 
reyenne. is, different from that. governing ‘the imposition of. income;taz. 
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{Minister ‘for-Education. ] a 

I ‘ttiay here quote a few lines — ‘the finding of the Land Revenue 
Committee which was set up in 1938. 

| ‘LAnd Revérite, therefdre, is 'ptimatily a charge, not upon perséns, but upon. the 
land and all Jand'to ‘whatever “purpose applied and*wherever'situate is liable-to its payment. 


‘In Bulgaria the éxperiment of basing land revenue on the principles 
of ‘icomie-tax: was ‘tried and found wanting. In this connection, there are 
a ‘few observations of the Land Revenue Committee on page 24 of its 
repoft, which I would like to quote for the informat’on of the House. 


The experienc: of Bulgaria is significant in this connection, particularly as it is a 
country of small peasant proprietors in many respects resembling the Punjab. In '1921 
the land tax was abolished in favour of incomiè-täx, but was feintroduced ‘in 1923, ‘as 
the peasants did not declare their incomes. Yet sixtv per cent of them can read and write. 

Then, Sardar Sajjan Singh has referred to the discriminatory 
ftédtmiént alleged to ‘have béen meted out to some patwaris who took. 
part ‘fn ‘the sfrike. I ‘can dssure ‘him that ‘his ‘information is not correct. 
Noite of ‘them was given sdlary for the period of suspension. So far as 
Sardar -Swardh ‘Singh’s stiggéstion for imparting edwicdtion to ‘the ‘patwaris 
through the Education Department 'is 'conċerned, I‘can oly say thdt it 


‘will ‘receive due consideration. Regarding the objection as to why the 
. provision for this department has been increased over the current year’s 


ptovision, I have to submit that it is partly due to the enhancement 
in ‘the sdlaries of the staff and partly owing to the proposed replacement 
öf measuring instruments. 


My reply to the objection raiséd with regard to the hdhi rate is 
that it is a charge on land and not on pérsohs. 


‘Ihave also to inform the House that a committee ‘hasbeen constituted 
‘to go into the question of landlords versus 'téndnts öf which I am the Chair- 
‘tan, dnd ‘the matter is tindér its consideration. Citcunistances in ‘this 
‘Province are not analogous'tb those'of U. P., ‘nor is the problém ŝo acute and 
difficult here. ‘Landlords as ‘well as ‘tétiatits, both belong to the class of rural 
people and have many connections with each other and many things in 
commion, besides béitig neighbotirs. Leaving aside ‘the ‘refugees, the number 
of landlords who pay more than Rs. 250 per annum äs land ‘renenue in this 
province is no'more than 526. Mostly, this is a province of small peasant, 


‘whio dre proprietors of small holdings. I would, therefore, appeal to the Iarid- 


lords to'tredt their tenants fairly and not to put fthém to hardships unnécess- 
arily. On the other hand, I would algo appeal ‘to the 'tendiits not'to give 
the former cause for complairit and ćöntinüe to pay ‘their dte share ‘to them 


‘fegulatly. If they fail'todo so, naturally they will ‘be losing the sympathy 
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l 
of the landlords. Meanwhile we shall try our best to find a ‘satisfactoy 
solution of the problem, after taking all the factors into consideration and 
making the necessary adjustments, though the suceess of any measure taken 
by the Government in this regard will depend on the mutual adjusment of 
{ relations by the parties themselves. ae 


a 


{ 

a 
| I can assure the House that the Government is very keen on carrying 
: through its scheme of consolidation of holdings and there is no question of 
! its postponement, because it will result in increasing the income of the 
Government also. Our thanks are due to Gianiji who first sponsored this 
scheme. This has been tried in many European countries with fruitful results. 


Financial stringency will not b2 allowed to stand in its way. 


As regards encroachments on the village paths to which a reference was 
made by Chaudhri I.ahri Singh, I may invite ‚the attention of the House to 
Section 150 of ‘the Land Revenue Act under which anybody can lodge 
a complaint of this nature with the officers concerned. Instructions 


have also been issued to them to take care that such encroachments do not 
occur. 


Then a reference was made about the prevalence of corruption. Sir, 
in this matter T hold different views. I would appeal to the people to 
abstain from offering bribes in order to get an undue favour or advantage 

from any official. When people will stop offzring bribes, there will be an 


end to corruption 
Mr. Speaker: Question is— 
That the demand be reduced by Rs. 100/- 


The Motion was lost. 


Mr. Speaker: Question is— 


That a sum not exeeeding Rs. 65,54,000 be granted to the 
Governor to defray the charges that will come in course 
of payment for the year 1950-51 in respect of Land 
7 Revenue. 


; The Motion was carried. 
| 


The following Demands were then put from the Chair and adopted :— 


That a sum not exceeding Rs. 9,92,60) be granted to the Governor to 
defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year 1950- 
51 in respect of Provincial Excise. 
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That a sum not exceeding Rs. 97,300 be granted to the Governor 
to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year 
1950-51 in respect of Stamps. 


That a sum not exceeding Rs. 46,02,100 be granted to the Governor 
to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year 1950- 


“ee 


51 in respect of Forests. 


That a sum not exceeding Rs, 15,900 be granted to the Governor 
to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the 
year 1950-51 in reepect of Registration. : 


~l rie 


That a sum not exceeding Rs. 16,52,400 be granted to the Gover- 
nor to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the 
year 1950-51 in respect of charges on account of Motor Vehicles Acts aia 
and other Taxes and Duties. i 


That a sum not exceeding Rs.’84,36,700 be granted to the Governor to ! 
| defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the 
year 1950-51 in respect of Irrigation (Works). 


That a sum not exceeding Rs. 7,62,07,700 be granted to. the Governor | 
to defray the charges that will cone in course of payment for the | 
year 1950-51 in respect of Irrigation (Capital). | 


That a sun not exce2ling Rs. 1.33.82,39) be granted to the Gover- 
nor to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the vear 
1950-51 in respect of General Administration. | | 


That asum not exceeding Rs. 32,33,590 be granted to the Governor to 
defra, the charges that will come in course of payment for the year 1950-51 
in respect of Administration of Justice. 


That a sum not exceeding Rs. 39,01,409 be granted to the Governor ë. 
to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year 1950- : 
51 in respect of Jails and Convict Settlements. 


That a sum not exceeding Rs. 2,-+8,76,30) be granted to the Governor 
to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year 1950-51 
in respect of Police. 


That a sum not exceeding Rs, 9,86,600 be granted to the Governor 
to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year 1950- r 
51 in respect of Scientific and Miscellaneous Depart.nents. 


That a sum not exceeding Rs. 84,21,£00 be granted to the Governor 
to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year 1950- | 
|): 54 in respect of Medical and Public Health. 
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That a sum not exceeding Rs 53,68,090 be grantéd to the Governor 
to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year 1950-51 
in respect of Agriculture. 


That a sum not exceeding Rs. 23,75,100 be granted to the Governor 
to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year 1950- 
51 in respect of Veterinary. 


That a sum not exceeding Rs. 17,74,800 be granted to the Governor to 
defray the charges that will come in course of ' payment for the year 1950-51 
in respect of Co-operation. 


That a sum not exceeding Rs. 31,19,40) be granted to the Governor 
to defray the charges that will come- in course of payment for the year 1950- 
51 in respect of Industries. 


That a sum not exceeding Rs. 53,24,900 be granted to the Governor 
to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year 1950- 
Əl in respect of Capital Outlay on Industrial pen 


That asum not exceeding Rs. 94,55,800 be. eral to the Governor 
to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year nO 51 


in respect of Civil Works., 


That a sum not os Rs. 23,64,800 be granted to the Governor to 
defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year 1950-51 
in respect of charges on Buildings and Roads Establishment. 


That a sum not exceeding Rs. 23,50,000 be granted to the Governor to 
defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year 1950-51 


` in respect of Electricity Schemes — Working Expenses. 
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That a sum not exceeding Rs. 50,75,400 be granted to the Governor 
to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year 1950-51 
in respect of charges on Electricity Establishment. and _ “Miscellaneous 
Expenditure. 


That a sum not exceeding Rs. 2,66,85,000 be granted to the Governor 
to defray the charge» that will come in course of payment for the year 1950 51 
n respect of Civil Works (Capital). 


That a sum not exceeding Rs. 7,59,34,400 be granted to the Governor 
to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year 1950-51 
Capital Expenditure. 


in respect of Electricity Schemes 


That a sum not exceeding Rs, 50,000 be granted to the Governor to 
defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year 
1950-51 in respect of Famine. 


(15)44 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY (24th March 1950 


That a sum not exceeding Rs. 30, 30, 800 be granted to the Governor to 
defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year 1950-51 in 
respect of Superannuation Allowances and Pensions. — 


o That a sum not exceeding Ks. 3, 61, 200 be granted to the Governor to » 
defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year 1950-51 | 
in respect of Commuted Value of Pensions—Capital Expenditure. 


That a sum , not exceeding: Rs. 30,95,800 be granted to the Governor to 
defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year 1950-51 
in respect of Stationery and Printing. 


That a sum not exceeding Rs. 2,37,200 be granted to the Governor to r. 
Gefray the charges that will come in coarse of payme2ns for the year 1959-51 in tg 
respect of Extraordinary Charges. 


That a sum not exceeding Rs. 45,13,700 be granted tothe Governor 
to defray-the charges that will come in course of payment for the year 1950-51 


in respeet of Capital Account of other Provincial Works outside the Revenue 
Account. 


That a sum not exceeding Rs. 5,07,000 be granted to the Governor to 
defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year 1950-51 
in respect of Advances not bearing Interest—Advances Repayable. 


That asum not exceeding Rs. 2,72,97,200 be granted to the Governor A 
to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year 195)- a 


§1 in respect of Loans and Advances bearing Interest—-Loans and Advances 
by Provincial Government. 


The Assembly then adjourned till 2 p.m. on Monday, 27th March 1950. 
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PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


FIRST SESSION OF THE FIRST PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


Monday, 27th March 1950. 


The Assembly met in the Assembty Chamber, Simla, at 2 p.m. ofthe | 
clock. Mr. Speaker (the hon. Sardar Kapoor Singh) in the Chair. — 


e ee 


QUESTION HOUR. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Sir, today we are going to discuss the 
Appropriation Bill and to enable a large number of hon. Members to take 
part in the debate, I would suggest that the question hour be dispensed 
with to-day. You can take the sense of the House and then decide. 


tMr. Speaker: I can have no objection if the House agrees. 


Minister for Local Self Government and Labour: I submit, Sir, that so 
far as questions are concerned we are in arrears. Today is 27th and we are 
still at the list for the 15th. It would be better if we utilise the first hour 
for questions as usual. 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


CARRIAGE OF DEAD BODIES FoR Post MORTEM EXAMINATION 
IN AMRITSAR DISTRICT. 


*1525. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Local Self- 

Government and Labour be pleased to state :— 
(a) the number of murder cases registered in each of the Police 
Stations of Tehsil Patti, District Amritsar during the year 1949; 


(b) the number of the dead bodies sent by each of the aforesaid 
police stations for post-mortem examination to Amritsar in 
connection with the cases referred to in part (a) above ; 

(c) whether the transport charges in this connection were paid 
by the police; if not, by whom ; 

(d) whether the Government has ssued any instructions as to who 
is to bear the cost of transport of such bodies in fature ; 

if not, the reasons therefor ? 


Police 
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The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad : 


(a) Khalra 2 Bhikhiwind 12 
Patti 2 Valtoha 13 
Total 29 
(b) Khalra 1 Bhikhiwind 12 
Patti 2 Valtoha ; 14 
Total 29 


ee aoe ent O 


(c) Out of these cases the transport charges were paid by the 


Tn all other cases the dead 
Amritsar by the complainants in their own carts 
or other conveyances arranged by them. Invariably the relations of the 
deceased are keen to take back the dead bedies to their own villages after 
the post mortem examination for cremation according to religious convictions. 
They therefore voluntarily arrange for the transport of the dead bodies 
to and back from - Amritsar. 


in the case of one unclaimed bcdy. 
bodies were brought to 


(d) There is a separate head “ Carriage of Corpses ° under the 
Primary Unit “ Contingencies ° out of which such charges are met 
by the Police. 

Sardar Sajjan Singh: Is the Government aware of the fact that it 
ordinarily costs ninety rupees to bring a dead body from Bhikiwind 
to Amritsar which is beyond the capacity of a poor man to pay ? Whereas 
the Government is spending lakhs of rupees on criminal cases, would it not 


be possible for the Government if expenses of this nature are also borne 
by it? 


Minister: |The hon, Member’s attention is 


invited to the 
Government’s reply to part (c) of the question. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: May I bring it to the notice of the Government 
that no body would even like to touch the dead body on payment of 


this paltry amount of Rs. 7/8/- not to talk of bringing it from Bhikiwind 
to Amritsar ? 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: May I know whether the Government has 
received any complaints about the inadequacy of the amount in question ? 


Minister: I cannot say off hand but if the 
brings this matter to the notice of the 
make an enquiry. 


hon. Member 
hon. Chief Minister, he will 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: Why do the Government not 
undertake the responsibility of bringing the dead body for post mortem 
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examination upon itself because if it is left to the complainant to do So, 
he is likely to tamper with the dead body in order to fabricate evidence 
in his own favour ? | 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Is this a uniform rate irrespective of distance ? 
Has the Government given contract in this behalf ? 


Minister: I require notice for this question. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: May I know whether any formal receipt is 
obtained from the person to whom the amount is paid ? 


Chief Minister: I think a receipt must have been obtained. Anyhow 
I require notice. This is done according to the rules. I shall, however 
find out if the hon. Member gives notice of this question. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: If it isa case of murder; may I know 
whether it is the duty of the Government or the relatives of the 
deceased to bring tne dead body for post mortem examination ? 


Chief Minister: This is the duty of the police before the post mortem. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: fs it not a fact that this rate was fixed 
long ago when the dead body could be carried by paying Rs. 7/8/- and 
now when the rates have increased all round, has the Government ever 
considered the question of raising this amount ? 


Chief Minister: The suggestion of the hon. Member will be 
considered. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: May I know whether the Government will be 
prepared to pay the balance to the heir of the deceased in such cases 
where they had paid more amount as conveyance charges ? 


Chief Minister: This is a hypothetical question. 


° PRINTING OF F.I. R. FORMS AND CASE DIARIES. 


*1526: Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Local Self- 
Government be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether it is a fact that contracts for the printing of First 
Information’ Report forms and the police case diaries were 
given by the Government during the year 1949-50; if so, 
to whom together with the date on which orders were placed ; 


(b) whether the forms mentioned in part (a) above: were made 
available to the police department before 3lst Deceimber 1949 ; 
if not, the reasons therefor ; 
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[Sardar Sajjan Singh.] 
(c) the last date for the receipt of the printed forms according 
to the terms of contracts referred to above ? 


The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad: (a) No contract for printing of 
First Information Report forms and the Police Case Diaries was given id 
during the year 1949-50. 


to state :— | 
(a) the monthly average of the number of prisoners confined in : 
each jail of the Ambala Division from Ist April 1949 to 3ls- 

December, 1949 ; 


(b) & (c) Do not arise. r 
| Sardar Sajjan Singh: May I know the ‘reasons for delay in sending M 
| printed forms of F. I. R. to various police stations ? i 
l Sardar Sajjan Singh: Is the Government aware that such forms are : 
| prescribed oaly to prevent the inclusion of extraneous matter in the A 
| report during the course of investigation ? Ee e" 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Is the Government aware of the fact that a! 
such forms have been out of stock in all the police stations for 
a long time ? 
Minister: These forms have been sent now. 
| Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know when these forms were sent 
and the period for which the work was carried on without these printed forms? 
Minister: I cannot tell the date off hand. I shall, however, find 
out if the hon, Member gives notice. 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Did the Government issue any instructions 
in the absence of such printed forms ? 
: Minister: I can’t say. 
: Pandit Sari Ram Sharma: Was it brought to the notice of the 
| Government that the absence of forms had bad effect upon the cases ? 
Minister : Government is not aware of any such case. 
Pandit Sori Ram Sharma: Does it mean that the forms were printed 
| in the beginning of the ; year 1950 as no contract was given in this 2 
| behalf during the year 1949-50 ? . — 
| d 
Minister: The contract was given in’ the year 1949-50 thongh the y 
| forins were printed in this year. 
| eee 
OVERCROWDING IN JAILS IN AMBALA DIVISION. 
| *1527. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased <p 
| 
| 
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(b) the authorised accommodation in each jail in the Ambala 
Division ; 
(c) whether there was overcrowding in any of the jails mentioned 


above during the aforesaid period ; if so, what arrangements 
if any, were made to avoid overcrowding ? 


. The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) The daily average number 
: of prisoners confined in each jail of the Ambala Division for the 


period from lst April 1949 to 31st December, 1949 is as 
Wry, | 
follows :— 
' Daily average number of 
Name of Jail. prisoners confined in jails Authorised 
-Á for the period from Accommo- 
> 1-4-49 to 31-12-49. dation. 
m 1. C. J. Ambala „1387:78, 789 
2. Hissar B. I. & J. Jail ... 57830 500 (in tents) 
3, Hissar Distt. Jail ... 388°47 278 
4. Rohtak Distt. Jail we 42034 203 
5. Karnal Sub-Jail. ` w. 213-98 119 
6. Gurgaon Sub-Jail. ... 148°65 120 


(b) The authorised accomodation in each Jail in the Ambala 
Division is as given in column 3 in the reply to para (a) of 
the question. | 


(c) All the above jails were over-crowded during the period under 
reply. The excess number of prisoners was accommodated in 
tents or in factory workshops, where necessary. In order to 
avoid overcrowding in Jails generally, additional accommodation 
is being provided for prisoners in the Central Jails, Ambala 
and Ferozepur, by constructing new sleeping barracks and cells. 
A camp jail was opened at Delhi in December, 1948, to meet 
the influx of prisoners due to R. S. S5. movement. The exist- 
ing camp Jail at Hissar, which is being used as B. I. & J. 

eae: Jail, is also being converted into a regular jail, with a pucca 

fa accommodation for 600 prisoners. There is also a proposal to 
extend the buildings of the existing District Jail at Amritsar. 


ena aE E aara 


OVERCROWDING IN JAILS. 


*1528.' Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
— to state :— 


(a) the daily average of the number of prisoners confined in 
Amritsar, Ju!lundur, Hoshiarpur, and Gurdaspur jails 
respectively during the months of June, July and August 1949 ; 
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[Sardar Sajfjan Singh, ] 
(b) whether there was any overcrowding in any of the jails referred 
to above ; if so, the arrangements made for the accommodation 
of additional prisoners in each jail ? 


The hon. Dr, Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) The daily. average of the . 
number of prisoners confined in Amritsar, Jullundur, Hoshiar- 
pur and Gurdaspur jails during the months of June, July and 

| August 1949 was as follows :— 


A 
S$ 


Daily average No. of prisoners confined in Jail during ` t 


Name of the Jail June 1949 July 1949 August 1949 Authorised 


accommodation. 
1. Amiritsar 


District Jail 614-00 637°74 626°25 284 

The average number of undertrials only was about 500. 
| 2. Jullundur 

| District Jail 4779 521-25 478-38 351 


3. Hoshiarpur 


Sub- Jail 28733 283°57 . 255-54 100 
| 4. Gurdaspur | 
| _ District Jail 440-00 493°51 493-25 242 
! (b) The excess number of prisoners over and above the authorised 


| accommodation was accommodated either in tents or in factory 
| barracks where possible. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. [Chief Minister say if there is any 
vacant space in Amritsar District Jail, where tents could be pitched ? 


| 
Chief Minsire?: I have not been living in that Jail. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: But he must have enquired into this matter. 


Chief Minister: If the hon. Member gives notice, I shall enquire 
into it. 

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Doesn’t the Government think that the 
prisoners have to undergo much more punishment than that to which they 
have been sentenced, owing to overcrowding in almost all Jails ? 


Chief Minister : The Government is taking every possible measure with 
all the speed; it can’t avoid hardship to the prisoners on this account. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is not the observance of the rules and 
regulations framed by it, binding on the Governtment itself as it is on the 
people in general ? 
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Chief Minister: It is nowhere provided in the rules that they must 
be kept in roofed accommodation. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is the Government | satisfied that the 
prisoners are having the facilities due to them under the rules ? 


Chief Minister: The Gove:nment is satisfied that whatever can be 
done in the matter, is being done. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Are the women included in the prisoners, whose 
number in each Jail has just been given ? 


Chief Minister : So far as I think, the number of women is very 
limited. If the hon. Lady Member gives notice, I shall let her know. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Is it not a fact that in Ludhiana Jail, where women 
prisoners are kept, the accommodation is so little that they are being put 
to considerable inconvenience ? 


Chief Minister: I require notice to reply to it. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Is the hon. Chief Minister prepared to enquire 
into the conditions under which women prisoners are living in Jails ? 


Chief Minister : Though it is a request, I assure the hon. Lady Member 
that this will be done, even if she does not give notice of it. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: While knowing that even in summer months, ə 
the average number of prisoners in Amritsar District Jail has been 637, 


doesn’t the Government think it desirable to extend the permanent accommo- 
dation in it ? 


Chief Minister: If my able Friend had tried to listen to the reply to 
the previous questign, he would not have to ask this supplementary question. 
It was stated therein: ‘There is also a proposal to extend the buildings of 
the existing District Jail at Amritsar.’ I may also tell the hon. Member 
that though I was not at that time in-charge of this Department, on the occas- 
ion the R. S. S. agitation, a separate building had been got to keep them. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Now that the number of prisoners has in- 
creased, doesn‘t the Government think it desirable to amend the rule, fixing 
the minimum per head accommodation for prisoners in Jails, so that there 
may be no violation of rules ? 


W Mr, Speaker: It is a suggestion. 


g Shrimati Sita Devi: D esn’t the Government think that there js need 
o for a separate Jail for women prisoners in this province, just as ` tiere was a 
# separate qai for them before the partition ? 


NENE SDE 
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Chief Minister: The number of women prisnoners is not so much as to 
warrant the provision of a separate Jail. I don’t think my hon. Sister 
wants equal representation for women even in this matter. (Løughter) 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: In view of the fact that the prisoners in this 
State{{have to undergo hardships owing to over-crowding in Jails, has the 
Government issued instructions to grant them more ‘rebate’ on the periods $ 
of their imprisonment ? 


Chief Minister : No, the rebate is being allowed according to the rules. 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal: May I know what is the cause of this over- =] 
crowding in Jails ? 

Chief Minister : The incidence of crime has increased. 4 

Chaudhri Suzaj Mal: Isit not due to the fact that under instructions m 


of the executive, the Magistrates are generally reluctant to enlarge 
under-trial prisoners on bail ? 


` Chief Minister: No, the Executive cannot issue such instructions to 
the Magistrates. | 


pes OT neem, 


DEPUTY COMMISSIONERS. 


#1645. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Chief Minister be 
- pleased to state :— 


(a) the number of Deputy Commissioners who have been posted 
as such for the first time without any previons experience of 
administrative work together with the | places where they 

1 are posted at present ; l 


(b) the administrative posts on which Mr. N. K. Mukerji had worked 
before being posted as Deputy Commissioner, Hissar ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) All the Deputy Commissioners 
at present posted in the Punjab had previous administrative 
experience before their appoinment as such. 


(b) It is not in public interest to supply information concerning the 
qualifications of individual officers for hoiding administrative 
posts. < 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know if it is not considered necessary 
that the officers who are posted as Deputy Commissioners should have acquired 
some administrative experience as Sub-Divisional Offiers etc., before they 
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are put in charge of the districts? Are they supposed to have gained this 
experience while working on secretariat posts ° 


Chief Minister: Thev do have previous administrative experience. 
Wherever they work, they gain some experience. 


- Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: My question is different. I want to kno £ 
as to whether before being posted as Deputy Commissioners, it is not considered 
necessary that they should have some experience of working for some time on 

r some lower post in the district administration and as to whether the Govern- 
ment thinks it fit to transfer them straightaway from a secretariat post to the 
post of Deputy Commissioner ? 


Chief Minister: That is a general question. I might, however, for 
the information of the hon. Member say that all the Deputy: Commissioners 
have previous administrative experience. Those who are recruited to the 
I. A. S. are first posted as Assistant Commissioners and after a certain number 
of years’ service, they are put in charge of districts. 


Pandit Sbri Ram Sharma: May I know if the present Deputy Comm- 
issioner of Hissar has had any opportunity of gaining administrative experience 
by working on some lower post in the district administration ? - 


Chief Minister: Sir, I am not prepared to reply to this question. 


PROMOTION OF TEHSILDARS. 


*1646. Pandit Shri @am Sharma: Will the hon. Minister for Educa- 


tion be pleased to state :— 


(a) the procedure adopted in the promotion of Tehsildars to Extra 
: Assistant Commissionerships ; 


(b) the total number of cases in the Punjab in which the conditions 
m regulating such promotions have been waived together with 
the reasons therefor ? 


The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh : (a) Tehsildars were appointed as 
E. A. Cs. by Government on the recommendations of Financial 
Commissioner, and in consultation with the Public Service 


Commission. 

r (b) In only one case the condition in respect of age was waived. 
This was done in view of the candidate’s good record for 
honesty and his experience of colony work. 
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Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Have some persons been recruited as Extra 
Assistant Commissioners from among the Tehsildars for whom the Govern- 
ment had to waive some conditions ? 


Minister : Conditions had to be waived in one case. 


Chief Minister: It is not possible to reply to questions relating to 
individual cases. ` 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: On account of what virtue were the condi- 
tions waived in one case ? 


Minister for Education : It had to be done in the interests of administr- 


ation. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Are the rules etc. thrown to the winds in 
the interests of administration ? 


if 


Minister : The interests of the administration are served in accordance 
with the rules. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: I ask as to why one man was given 
preference over others and what was his special qualification. 


Chief Minister: It has already been stated,in the answer that this 
was done in view of the candidate’s good record for honesty and his experience 
of colony work. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Isit a fact that this candidate is a relative 


of a Minister and has been promoted on his recommendation ? 
Minister: Jt is absolutely wrong. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: How much difference of age has been condoned 
and when was the last recruitment from among the Tehsildars made ? 


Chief Minister: I do not know the exact date but I think that recruit- 
ment was made in 1949. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: What I wished to know was as to how much 
difference in age was condoned and for how long recruitment had not been 
made before 1949. 


Minister: Most probably the difference of age was two years. 


Chief Minister: Ido not know the difference in age that has beer. 
condoned. After 1947, the recruitment was made in 1949. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Is this concession of two years given to 
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the candidate for the reason that no recruitment had been made for some 
time past ? 


Chief Minister : Possibly. 


a Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Did the conditions waived concern only 
. age or some other matter as well ? 


Minister : Conditions waived related only to age. 


. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it a fact that some other candidates were 
: not accepted simply because they were over-age ? 


Chief Minister: The condition regarding age could only be waived if 
the candidates were otherwise suitable. 


: Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Isit nota fact thata Tehsildar who had 
been working as a lst class Magistrate for six years has not been given the 
age concession whereas a comparatively less experienced man has got it ? 

Chief Minister: This selection was made by the Government when I 
had nothing to do with this affair. I have no personal knowledge of it. 
SUSPENSION OF GOVERNMENT OFFICERS. 
*1666. Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state :— 
(a) the number of Government officers who were suspended from 
service for corruption during the year 1949; 
(b) the nature of allegations against each of them ? 
The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) 150. 
oa (b) It is not in the public interest to disclose the nature of 
: allegations in each case but in most cases they pertained to 
1 3 corruption and misconduct. 
Shri Prabodh Chandra : Will the hon. Chief Minister say as to how 
many of them have been punished departmentally or otherwise ? 
= Chief Minister: The hon. Member should give a notice. 
= Shri Prabodh Chandra: Has the Government fixed a time limit in 
which a decision must be taken about the suspended officer ? 
Chief Minister: There is no time limit. 
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Shri Prabodh Chandra : Is it not a fact that sometimes people are kept 


under suspension før two or two anda half years and the Government has 
to pay huge sums at the time of reinstatement ? 


Chief Minister : So far as I am aware some people were suspended after 


the loth of August 1947 in 1948 and their cases stand decided by 
this time, 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Isit not a fact that at times charge sheets are not 
given even one or two months after suspension ? 


Caief Minister: The hon. Member should give a regular notice. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it not the responsibility of the Govern- 
ment to inform the officers concerned as to how much time would be taken to 
decide their cases ? 


Chief Minister: As little time is spent as possible. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it not a fact that some people remain 
under suspension for years ? 


Chief Minister: It is not quite correct to say that. As I have already 
said, after the 15th of Augest 1947, the cases of people who were suspended 


-in 1948 stand decided by now. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it not a fact that almost all the 150 
officers who were suspended have been reinstated ? 


Chief Minister : That might be the information of the hon. Member ; 
it is not mine, 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal: Will the Government be prepared to consider ‘the 
cases of those officers who have been suspended without having been given an 
opportunity for explanation ? 


Chief Minister : Most surely. 
Sardar Sajjan Singh : What is the harm in giving the names of the 


corrupt officers when Government itself dubbed them as ‘badmashes’ in reply 
tomy question ? 


Chief Minister: 1 say that it isnot in the public interest to give a list 
of the names. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: At what stage is the case of the Personal 
Assistant to the hon. Chief Minister who was under suspension ? 
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a Chief Minister: None of my Personal Assistants is under suspension. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Is it not a fact that Mr. Mulk Raj, a personal 
Assistant of the hon. Chief Minister was reinstated only three days ago ? 


Chief Minister: {seek your protection, Sir. Individual cases cannot 
— be discussed on the floor of the House. 


ee ND ED eet 


SAN SIS. 


“1753. Chaudhri Jagdish Chander: Will the hon. Chief Minister be 
pleased to state :— 


= i (a) whether it is a fact that the Sansis of Rohtak and Hissar dist- 


`a. ricts have been exempted from the operation of the Criminal 
Tribes Act; 


(b) whether it is a fact that the Sansis of district Karnal made 
a representation and sent subsequent reminders to the Govern- 
ment about three years back asking for similar exemption; 


(c) what action, if any, has been or is proposed to be taken in 
the matter ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava. (a) No. 
(b) Yes, in the year 1948. 
(c) The case of Sansis of Karnal district was examind by the 


Suprintendent of Police, Karnal and he reported that they are 


still inclined towards crime. Steps are, however, being taken to 


denotify, undererule 25 of the rules framed under section 20 of 
the Criminal Tribes, Act, all Sansis of mauza Samana Bhao, 
Police Station Butana, District Karnal as they are already 


exemptees, 
<r ' { 
Chaudhri Matu Ram: Is it permissible under the Constitution to treat 
or any person as a member of a criminal tribe by the mere reason of his 
birth ? 
Mr. Speaker: It is a question of opinion. 
Shri Dev Raj Sethi : This is a legal question, Sir. 
- Chiet Minister: Legal questions canot be discussed through inter- 
i pellations. 
Chaudhri Matu Ram: Is the hon. Chief Minister aware of the fact 
tha’ the classification of some persons as members of criminal tribes has been 
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(Chaudhri Matu Ram] è 


abolished in Bombay, Madras, and Bihar ? Does the Government propose 
to take similar steps in this State ? 


Chief Minister : The whole matter is under consideration. The Gover- 
nment of India has now set up a Committee to examine this question and 
to suggest some alternate scheme, if neccessary. We shall act according to 
the recommodation of the Central Government. 


Chaudhri Matu Ram: Have some persons requested the Government 
during the last two years for their exemption from the operation of Criminal 
Tribes Act ? 


Chief Minister: When I said that the question of repeal of the Crimi- 
nal Tribes Act was under considration, I meant that the entire question 
was being examined. 

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: The hon. Chief Minister stated that the 
Sansis of Rohtak and Hissar have not been exempted. Has nobody been 
exempted or has exemption been made in some cases? 


Chief Minister: I have stated in my reply that exemption has been 
granted to the Sansis of one village. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Isit not a fact that the number of cases in 
which exemption has been granted in Rohtak and Hissar is much larger than 
in the case of Karnal ? 


Chief Minister: The Government granted exemption in those cases 
where it was possible and is stlll prepared to examine fit cases. The whole 
question is being re-examined. 


Chaudhri Sundar Singh: Has the Government received some request 


from the Sansis of Gurdaspur for exemption from the operation of Criminal 
Tribes Act ? " 


Chief Minister : Ifthe hon. Member gives notice, I shall find it out. 


Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar: What criterion is observed in deciding 
on the suitability or otherwise of granting these exemptions ? 


Chief Minister : It is done according to the rules. 


Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar : Is it not a fact that under the provisions 
of this Act, certain persons are treated as Members of criminal tribes by the 
mere reason of their birth and it is immaterial whether they committed any 
crime or not ? Does the Government propose to abolish this system ? 


Chief Minister: The hon. Member can refer to the Act. I have 
replied that the matter is under consideration and it is very likely that 
the Criminal Tribes Act may be repealed. 


-t SS eee a 
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NOTIFICATAION REGARDING THE ELECTION OF PANDIT FAQIR CHAND 
AS PRESIDENT OF MUNICIPAL COMMITTEE, AMRITSAR. 


*1664. Shri Frabodh Chandra: Will the hon. Minister for Local Self 

Government and Labour be pleased to state the reasons as to why the elec- 

` tion of Pandit Faqir Chand as President of the Amritsar Municipal 
Committee has not been notified as yet ? 


The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad: No reply can be given as the 
hon. Member Pandit Faqir Ceand) has served a notice on Government. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: As this case is not sub-judice now,’ does the 
Government propose to answer this question ? 


Minister: As a notice has already been served, I am not ina position 
to say that the case is not sub-judice. Moreover it has been reported in the 
r o news papers that the case would be taken to the Supreme Court. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Has a notice been served on theļGovernment ? 


Chief Minister: Yes. 


co ma aa 


CONSTRUCTION OF PROJECTS AND ROADS. 


*1665. Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the hon. Minister for Public 
Works be pleased to state the amount the Government has spent so far on 
such projects and roads whose further construction has since been stopped ? 


The hon. Captain Ranjit Singh :~ Rs. 73,000/— , (Rupees Er three 
thousand). 

Shri Dev Raj Sethi: May I know the amount of money which would 
be required to complete these projects ? 

Minister: I require notice. 

Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Isit nota fact that the Deputy Commissioners 
of these districts have represented to the Government that if these schemes 


are left incomplete, the work already done on those roads would become 
: quite useless and the money spent so far would have been wasted ? 


Mininter : The Government has considered all the-aspects. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it fnot a fact that if these projects are 


not completed, the amount of money spent on them so far would mean dead 
loss to the Government ? 


Minister: The Government had to stop the work for want of funds. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Toes the Government hope to have money 
for completing these schemes in a year or two ? : i 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 

D iito 


Panjab 


OOO eee 


(16)16 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [27th March, & 


Mintster : We shall try to do so. 


CIVIL ENGINEERING COLLEGE. 


*1696. Mehta Ranbir Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Public Works iag 
be pleased to state whether the Government intends to start a Civil : 
Engineering College in the State ; if so, when and where ? 


The hon. Captain Ranjit Singh: Government have already got a 
College for imparting training in Civil Engineering up to the B. Sc. Engineer- 
ing (Civil) Degree standard of Punjab Uuiversity, namely, the Punjab College 
of Engineering. The question of starting a College in the State and shifting 


the existing one at Roorkee to some suitable place in the State is under the ea 
consideration of Governmcnt. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Which places has the Government under 
consideration for opening the College ? 


Minister: Nothing definite can be said at present because the matter 
has not been decided as yet. 


Metha Ranbir Singh Isit not possible for the hon. Minister to tell 
the names of the places which are being considered ? 


Minister: Nothing can be said about it till some decision has been 
arrived at. 


Metha Ranbir Singh : May I know the names of the places which 
the Government has in view for opening the College ? 


Minister: So long as no decision is made, nothing definite can be 
stated. 


r 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Isit nota fact that Lala Karam Chand Thapar 
has paid twenty five lakhs of rupees for the opening of such a College ? 


Minister : No amount has been paid. ia 


Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: Does the Government propose to start a 
Technical College of the kind which existed in Lahore ? 
Chief Minister ; Victoria Diamond Jubilee Institute was a private 


College. The Government proposes to help any one starting it in this State 
and whatever is decided in this connection will be made known. 


Sardar Shiv Saran Singh: Is Khanna also included in those places 
which are benig considered for the opening of Engineering College ? (Laughter) 


Shrimati Sita Devi: The hon. Chief Minister has said that the Govern- 
ment proposes to give money to the Institute which existed in Lahore. When 
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will it be in a position tu doso ? 


Chief Minister: It was not a Government Institute. The authorities 
who controlled that Institute could tell when they would be able to start 
it here. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Has that Institute made no representaticn for 
help ? 


Chief Minister: I have replied the question. 

Shrimati Sita Devi: Has not the Government stated in reply to the 
representation made by that Institute that it would give the necessary help ? 

Chief Minister: 1 require notice for answering the question. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : How long will it take the Government to do so ? 


Chief Minister : The Government can’t give a definite reply. 


-m A 


TRAINING IN MECHANICAL AND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING. 


+1697. Mehta Ranbir Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Public Works 
be pleased to state whether the Government intends to give facilities to those 
who want to take training in Mechanical and Electrical Engineering in 
the State; if so, how ? 


The hon. Captain Ranjit Singh : Facilities for training in Mechanical and 
Electrical Engineering already exist in the Punjab Engineering College which 
is located at Roorkee and the question of final location of which in the State 
is already engaging the attention of Government. 


-n Ee ee owen 


SCHOLARS TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


be , *1698. Mehta Ranbir Singh : Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to 
’ state :— 
(a) whether the Government has sent any scholar for higher 
studies in engineering to the foreign countries; 
(b) the names of those scholars and the help given to each one of 
d them by the Government ? 
i The hon Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava (a) Yes. 
(b) A list of such sponsored scholars and deputationists is place1 
PEES on the table. It may be explained that those who proceed no 
rıgına with; 
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[Chief Minister] 


on a Government scholarship are termed sponsored scholars. 
The scholars are allowed the following concessions :— 


study leave are called deputationists while those who are sent 
1. Stipened (maintenance allownce) @ £ 400 per annum in the United 


Kingdom and $ 160 per mensem in the United States of America. , ° 


Aare woh 


Tuition fees @ approximately Rs100/- p.m. 

Books and Apparatus (since withdrawn). 

Study tour allownce @ 250/- p.a. (since withdrawn). 
Thessis charge. (Since withdrawn). 

Equipment Allownce fixed Rs. 500/- (fixed). 


7. Passage expenses from India to the country of any and back at 
the rates approved by the Government of India. 


| The deputationists are allowed payments as under :— 


1. Leave salary at the rates admissible under the rules. 


2, Study allownce @ 16 shillings per day in the United Kingdom and 


30 shillings per day in the United States of America. Tha rate of 30 shillings in 
the United States of America, has, on devalution, been enhanced to yield 160 


dollars per mensem. 


They are in addition allowed all the payments referred to at Nos. 2 to7 


in the case of sponsored scholars. 


List of deputationists and scholars sent abroad for study in engineering. 
Deputationists (on study leave term) 


1. Mr. S. S. Lamba. 11. 


2. Mr. K. S. Pathak. 12. 


Mr. B. S. Bhalla. 13. 
SCHOLARS. 


Mr. N. K. Berry. 14. 
Mr. M. L. Ghai. 15. 
. G. S. Sarkaria. 16. 
Mr. I. P. Kapila. 17. 
. R. S. Shri Kant. 18. 
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Mr. W. G. Lall, 
Mr. J.S. Basarka. 
Mr. P. C, Khanna. 


Mr. M. N. Sharma, 
Mr. G. S. Toki. 

Mr. D. P. Aggarwal. 
Mr. Gulzar Singh. 
Mr. N.S. Lamba. 


Mr. Kulbir Singh. 19. Mr. R. C. Sharma. 


10. Mr. K.M. Sinclair. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : Will the hon. Chief Minister please state whether 


the help given to the scholars is sufficient for their studies ? 


Chief Minister: Generally this help is sufficient but 


when their 


expenses are more they spend from their own pockets. 
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Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to 
state the number of those students who have come back after completing 
their course of studies ? | 


Chief Minister: Government requires notice for this. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know the number of students 
- sent by the Government to various countries for study after the partition ? 


Chief Minister: I require notice for supplying this information. 


Chaudhri Sundar Singh: May I know the number of Harijans sent 
for higher studies to foreign countries ? 


Chief Minister: I have already stated that for giving exact figure 
I require notice. 


ag CE GS ee 


LABOUR OFFICERS. 


4737. Sardar Waryam Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Local 
Self Government and Labour be pleased to state ;— 


(a) whether the Labour Officers appointed after the Partition but 
before the establishment of the Labour Department were 
interviewed by the Punjab Public Service Commission ; 


(b) the names that were recommended by the Public Service 
Commission together with the order of meritin which they 
were placed by it; 


(c) whether appointments have beea made to the posts ofa 
Labour Commissioner and eleven Labour Inspectors? 


u,The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad: (a) No. It was not necessary 
under the rules as the appointment was made on transfer from the 
Industries Department for a period of six, months. 


(b) The names of the candidates cannot be disclosed but recommenda- 
se tions of the Public Service Commission have been accepted by the 
Government in order of merit. 


(C), a Yes. 


Shri Prabodh Cpandra: Will the hon. Minister be pleased to state 
m whether it is a fact that in the matter of appointment of Labour 
Inspectors about one and a half years back the Government made 
recommendations to the Public Service Commission which they refused 

to accept ? 
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Minister: This is quite baseless. No recommendations were made to 
the Public Service Commission. Appointments were made in order of 
merit from the list sent by the Public Service Commission. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Is ita fact that the Government recommended 
a name for the post of Labour Commissioner ? 


Minister: This is quite wrong. 


withdrawn in the first instance ? 


Minister: No name was withdrawn. Indeed the appointments were 
made on the recommendations of the Public Service Commission. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra. Is it not a fact that the name of Pandit 
Amar Nath Vidyalanker was recommended by the Government for the iiag 


Sbri Prabodh Chandra: Then why is it that the names were ; 
| post of Labour Commissioner ? ° 
t 


Minister: This is absolutely baseless. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra : On a point of order, Sir. Can the hon. Minister 
lose temper ? (laughter) : 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Does the hon. Minister realise what will 
‘happen if the questions are also put in the same tone? 


Mr. Speaker : Order, Order. 


/ l l - 
Sbri Prabodh Chandra: Sir, is it parliamentary that the hon. Minister 
should shout like this and use such a tone towards an hon. Member of 
the House while replying to supplementaries ? 


J Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member should proceed with his P 
question. I shall not allow any one to use un-parliamentary language. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : But, Sir, is it parliamentary for the 
hon. Minister/to lose temper ? | 


Chief Minister: Ministers always use parliamentary language but 
hon. Members sometimes put questions in un-parliamentary language. : : 


Ta | Mr. Speaker: It is the function of the Chair to decide what is 7 
parliamentary and what is not. The hon, Member should put his question. 


COMMUNAL REPRESENTATION IN SERVICES IN DISTRICT BOARD, 
JULLUNDUR, 


*1740. Shri Virendra: Will the hon. Minister for Local self 
Government and Labour be pleased to state :— 


Origin! with; 
Punjalf Vidhan Sabha © 
Digitided by; 

PanjabbDigital Library 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 

Panjab or 


STARRFD QUESTIONS ANP ANSWERS (16) 2r 


fa) whether Government is aware of the fact that the District 
Board, Jullundur, has fixed the pane of communal 
representation in its services ; 


(b) whether Government proposes to take any action in the matter ? 


The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad: (a) The resolution fixing the 
proportion of communal representation in the services of the District 
Board was passed long ago, i.e., in December, 1947. It has come to the 
notice of Government only now. 


(b) Reservation of posts for any community except for backward 
classes is prohibited under Article 16 of the Constitution of India and therefore 
it is void under Article 13 of the Constitution. This resolution of the 
District Board is being annulled under section 50 (2) of the District Boards Act. 

Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the hon. Minister please state whether all 
the clauses of the Constitution are faithfully followed ? 
y Mr. Speaker: It is a general question. This question’ relates 
to Jullundur District Board only. . 


R beomon EEE ekai 


CONSTRUCTION OF A ROAD FROM LOHARU TO BAIWANI. 


*1755. Shri Buja Ram Bhagat: Will the hon. Minister for Public 
Works be pleased to state when the work of construction of the road from 


Loharu to Bhiwani is likely to be started by the Government ? 


‘ The hoa. Capiain Ranjit Singh: There is no proposal at present to 
construct any metalled road between Bhiwani and Loharu. The existing 
unmetalled road is maintained by the District Board to whom the road 


belongs. 


tent Cee Ene ween 


LOHARU, PATAUDI AND DUJANA. 
*1756. Shri Buja Ram Bhagat: Will the hon. Minister for Local Self 


Government and Labour be pleasded to state :— 


(a) the total income from the cattle faig fund and the local rate 
collected from Loharu, Pataudi and Dujana ; 


(b) the purpose for which it is proposed to utilize this amount ? 
The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad : (a) Loharu Rs. 1,49,084/-. 
Pataudi Rs. 1,56,202/-, 
Dujana. Rs. 38,754/-. 


(b) It is proposed to utilise this amount for providing educational, 
medical and public health facillties for the people of these 


areas, 
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- Shri Buja Ram Bhagat: May I know how this money will be utilized 
by the District Board? Will it be spent to provide amenties to the people 
of the states of Dujana, Pataudi, etc ? 


Minister: If the hon Member gives notice, necessary information 


_will be collected. » 


Shri Buja Ram Bhagat: Will the hon. Minister please say that out 


‘ of this money the District Board will make arrangements for the payment of 


salaries of the teachers, which have not been paid to them for the last four or 


five months ? 


ov Mr. Speaker: This question does not relate įto the payment of salaries 
to the teachers. | 


Shri Prabodh Chandra : May I know since when this amount was 


collected ? 


Minister : I require notice. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Is ita fact that it is more than two years 
since this amount was realised ? 


Minister : I cannot say anything off hand. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra : May I know whether any provision has been 


' made in the budget for this year for the opening of hospitals or schools in 


the States of Dujana, Loharu etc ? 


Chief Minister: Government make provisions in the Budget according 


to the schedule of expenditure received by them. 


Pandit Shri RamSharma: May I know whether the amount oi 
Rs. 7854, collected from the fairs in these states, related to the period before 
they were merged in the district of Rohtak, Gurgaon etc.; if so will it be spent 
for the betterment of the people of these States ? 


Minister for Labour : Since the merger of these states, the District 
Boards concerned have been fully alive to this matter.. l 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : May I know whether Government have 
issued any orders to the District Board, Rohtak, to spend this amount for 
certain purposes in these States? If not whether Government have taken 
upon themselves the responsibility of providing amenities tothe people of 
these states ? 


Minister: The question of issuing orders does not arise. The 
District Board utilises the amount collected from fairs on certain items from 
which this income accrues ? 
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Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: The hon. Minister has stated in his reply 
to the main question that the amount realized from the fairs in these states 
will be made use of in providing sanitary, medical and educational facilities 
to the people of these states., I want to know whether before giving this reply 
the Government had issued instructions to the Rohtak District Board that 
this amount was necessarily to be utilised for the provision of certain ameni- 
ties to these states. If no instructions have been issued then on what 
ground has the Government presumed that this amount will be spent by the 
District Board on the items mentioned by the hon. Minister ? . 


Minister: This reply has been prepared on the basis of a set policy 
of the Government, So this amount will certainly be spent for providing 
sanitary and educational facilities to the people of these States. 


` Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know whether ıt has come to the 
knowledge of the Government that since the merger, the District Board has not 
opened any hospital or school in these States? Ifso, then on what presump- 
tion has the Government replied that this amount is being spent for the 
betterment of these States? May I know whether Government consider it 


their responsibility to see that the said amount is expended for the benefit 
of the people of these States ? 


Minister: I have said that this amount will be spent. on these States. 
7 the hon. Member brings to the notice of the Government that that amount 
of money has not been spent by the District Board, Rohtak, in providing 
certain amenities to the people of these States, then enquiries will be made 
and the Government will write to the District Board that the said amount 
should be utilised for the benefit of the States’ people. 


| Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: May I know how the Government 
intends to utilize the money realized from the cattle fair held at Simla ? 


Minister: I require notice. 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal: Is it a fact that after the merger of these 
states, Government has taken over all the sources of income of these states ? 
á If so, has Government nominated any Member to the District Board Hissar to 
safeguard the interests of the people of the State? Is it also a fact that 
same amenitìes have not been provided to the people of the State, which 
have been provided for the people of the rural areas of Hissar ? 


ame ae n. S 


2 WHEAT AND SUGAR CONSUMED IN RATIONED AREAS. 


K3 *1739. Shri Virendra : Will the hon. Minister for Development be 
pleased to state :— : 


(a) the number of persons on food ration in the Punjab ; 
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[Shri Virendra] — 


(b) the actual quantity of wheat and sugar consumed by the 
population of the rationed areas in the Punjab ? 


The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa : (a) 18,43,216 on 31-1-50 — 
including children. 7 š 


(b) : 


(i) 12316 tons wheat per month . 


(ii) 1270 tons sugar. 
Shri Virendra : May I know the number of rationed towns ? 


Chief Minister : If the hon. Member means those rationed towns where ; 
wheat has been rationed, then the number is 12. | 


EE ee Ee 


WATERLOGGING IN KARNAL DISTRICT. 


*1750. Chaudhri Jagdish Chander: Will the hon. Chief Minister be plea- 
sed to state :— 


(a) whether the Government is aware of the fact that due to 
waterlogging thousand of acres of culturable land is lying 
uncultivated between Urlana Kalan and village Pathri in the 
Karnal District ; 


(b) whether any representations have been received by the Govern- 
ment from the villages to reclaim this waterlogged area ; if 
TE so, the steps taken by the Government so far in this connec- 
tion if not, why not ? 
The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) There is no waterlogging in 
this area, After Moonsoon the rain water collects in the low 
_ areas and depressions. This water dries up in course of time 
during winter. However to drain off this area quickly, a drain, 
called Pathri Drain, was constructed in 1946-47 at a cost of p 
about Rs. 55000/- which is functioning very satisfactorily. 


(b) Representations were received from village Seenk to drain off 
the water from low lying areas. The scheme of digging a 
Sub drain from village Seenk and to join it with the Pathri 

Drain is under investigation and estimate for the same is 
being prepared. The work will be taken in hand very shortly. 


Pandit Sbri Ram Sharma: May I know whether Government will 
make arrangement for the utilization of that water which now keeps standing ` 


there for the irrigation of lands, ? 
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Chiet Minister: Government will certainly make the necessary 
arrangements, 


Chaudhri Jagdish Chander: May I know whether any reply has been 
given to the representation made by the people of that ilaqa ? 


Chief Minister : I cannot say. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: May I know what is the policy of the Govern- 
ment with regard to representations submitted to it, whether any reply 
is given or not ? 

Chief Minister : This is a general question. 


— oe a aaea 


SHORT NOTICE QUESTION AND ANSWER 


PANIC PREVAILING AMONG THE OLD TENANTS IN TEHSIL 
SIRSA RE ALLOTMENT OF THEIR LANDS TO REFUGEES. 


- *1944. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilita- 
tion be pleased to state ;— 


(a) whether the Government is aware of the great panic prevailing 
in the old tenants of about 10 villages such as Mangoli Fateh- 
puri, Stakohri, etc. of Tehsil Sirsa, District Hissar on account 
of the fact that the lands cultivated by them since long, have 
been allotted to refugees with the danger that the old tenants 
will be deprived of cultivation 5 


(b) whether it is a fact that these tenants have expressed their 
willingness to continue to pay rent and batai to the allottee 

_ owners as they used to pay previously ; 

(c) whether the Government intends to ensure that these and other 
such old tenants of the big evacuee muslim landlords would 


not be ejected for at least 3 years ? 


The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: (a) Yes. There is panic in some 
villages with local tenants. But there are no villages of the 
name of Mangoli and Stakhori. 

(b) Yes. 
(c) No such decision has been taken by Government. 

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know whether it is in the knowledge 
of the Government that the tenants of Muslim landlords, who have been 
working there for a very long time, are faced with the calamity of ejectment 
as aresult of the allotment of those lands to the refugees? Ifso what 
arrangements have been made by the Government to alleviate their distress ? 


- Minister: We are fully alive to the situation which is not as serious 
as my hon. Friend thinks it to be. These tenants will be absorbed in the 
first instance. [f any one is left unemployed, Government will see that he 
is provided with employment as a tenant. 
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Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it a fact that the number of such tenants 
rises up to thousands and lakhs, who have been working as tenants of the 
Muslim landlords and ejectment is staring them in the-face? If the Govern- 
ment thinks that they will be absorbed, then may I know whether any 
arrangement has been made for providing them with adequate land ? 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma What is their number ? 


Minister: For this I require notice. But it isa fact that their number 
exceeds one thousand. Government is fully aware of the fact that their 
number is quite sufficient. In spite of this fact, efforts will be made to 
absorb both the big as well as the small tenants. Government can provide 
them with work in different avenues. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it not a fact that there is a sufficient 
number of such villages where the tenants of the big Muslim evacuee land- 
lords have been cultivating their lands since long ? In view of the fact that 
these lands have been allotted to the refugees, is it within the knowledge of 
the Government that the old tenants are being ejected ? May I know if 
it is the intention to provide them with land at other places ? Is it also 
within their knowledge that it would not be difficult to provide them with 
land with a view to enable them to earn their livelihood ? 


Minister : The number of such tenants is not so large that they cannot 
be provided with land. They will surely be provided with the same kind of 
work which they have been doing. The hon. Member would know it within 
a few months that the number of those tenants who would be ejected and 


thus deprived of work in connection with cultivation would in no way be in 
hundreds. 


Chaudhri Sahib Ram: May I know if the old tenants of the big evacuee 
Muslim landlords would be provided with land at some other places ? 


Minister: They would be provided with land after the quasi-permanent 
allotment. | 


Chaudhri Sahib Ram: Would they be sent to other places ? 


Minister: At the time of allotment, land would go to such allottees who 
may not till it with their own hands. As and when they will get the possess- 
ion of land, they would be asked to settle terms with those tenants who have 
been cultivating these lands since long. Efforts would, however, be made to 
get their lands cultivated by those very tenants. 


Sardar Partap Singh: Are any efforts being made by the Government 


to intervene in the matter and thus settle it between the allottees and the 
tenants who have been cultivating the land since long ? 
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Minister: It would have been in the fitness of things if they were to 
arrive at an amicable settlement themselves. Government would surely 
interfere in the matter if it is felt necessary to do so. 


Sardar Partap Siagh: Isit within the knowledge of the Government 
that if and when the old tenants of these big Muslim evacuee landlords are 
ejected, they would be depr ved of the sources of their livelihood ? Has the 
Government taken any steps to remove this hardship to them ? | 


Minister: Adequate steps would be taken at the time of allotment if 
and when such a situation arises. 


Sardar Bachan Singh May I know as to how the tenants of big evacuee 
Muslim landlords in the villages of Karnal District where they own their 
houses would be settled after they are ejected from the lands they have been 
cultivating for long? How are the old tenants in the village of Nawab 
Karimpura, District Karnal to be settled ? 7 


Minister: The land ofthe big evacuee Muslim Landlords would be 
allotted to big zamindars from West Pakistan. | 


Chaudhri Sundar Siagh: Is the Government going to provide houses 
to these tenants who would be ejected at the time of allotment ? 


Minisier : Government would surely make all possible arrangements to 
provide houses to those who would be ejected at the time of allotment. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Isit a iact that the old tenants of big eva- 
cuee Muslim landlords in the villages of Barkatabad, Chhuchakbad and other 
villages, have been cultivating their land since long ? 


\Mr, Speaker: This question is not relevent. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it a fact that in two villages of Rohtak 
District, the whole of land belonging to the big evacuee Muslim Landlords 
has been allotted to the refugees and that the tenants of these lands are going to 
be ejected? In view of this fact, is it the intention of the Government to provide 


land to these tenants with a view to rehabilitate them ? 
Minister: I have no information about it, However, I assure the hon. 


Member that I shall look into this matter. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
` VILLAGE HEADMAN. 


456. Sardar Sajjan Singh : Will the hon. Minister for Labour be pleas- 
ed to state whether in any small town or municipal committees of Amritsar 
District any village headman is a permanent employee of any local body; if so 


their number and the action the Government proposes to take in 
the matter ? 
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The hon Shri Prithvi Singh Azad: Part I. Yes. 
Part If. One. 


Part III. No action is called for because village headmen are not 
debarred from taking employment under local bodies. 


JHALLARS FOR IRRIGATION PURPOSES. 


457. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state :— : 


(a) whether it is a fact that the zamindars of village Gajjal, Dist- 
rict Amritsar, have been advised and allowed to put up Jhallars 
for irrigation purposes in view of the reply supplied to me vide 
unstarred Question No 144 put on 7.3.49 during the budget 
session of the Assembly ; if so, with what result ? 


The hon. Dr Gopi Chand Bhargava: There is no mention of village 
Gajjal, District Amritsar, in the unstarred question No 144 by Sardar Sajjan 
Singh, M.L.A., put on 7.3.49. That question relates to village Subrai at the 
tail of Khara Distributary. 


2. Rules do not require special permission of the department to put up 
Jhallars on their watercourse for irrigatting high areas which are included 
in chak and rank for canal water and therefore the question of zamindars of 
village Gajjal having been AONE and allowed by the department to put up 
Jhallars does not arise. 


vme reee eae «amet 


AREA IRRIGATED IN CERTAIN VILLAGES OF PATTI TEHSIL, 
458 Sardar Sajjan Singh ; Wili the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state :— 

(a) the total area under the command of ‘the canal outlets in 
villages, Subrai Thatti Jaimal Singh, Mastgarh, Kala, Prandi- 
put, Sobha Singh, Booh, and Talwandi Musadda Singh, of 
Tehsil patti. District Amritsar; together with the total area of 
these villages irrigated by these outlets ; 

(b) The total area permissibe for irrigation in each of the aforesaid 
villages and the grand total of all ; 

(c) (i) the total area actually irrigated in each of the aforesaid 
villeges during the year 1946-47, 1948-49 and 1949-50 
respectively ; 

(ii) The grand total of the area in all the villages which was 
thus irrigated in each of the aforsaid years separately. 


(d) whether there has been any deficieicy in any of the aforesaid 
villages in the irrigated area during the aforesaid period; if so, 
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the steps taken by the Government for the irrigation of the 
area which could not be sown for want of water in the aforesaid 
villages ? 


Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : (a) (b) (c) (i) & (ii) The Statement 
giving the required information is placed on t e table’. Figures 
for 1949-50 are not yet available. 


Yes. There has been both increase and decrease in the actual 
area irrigated in these villages. The total decrease is only 
4.5%. The noticeable decrease is in the case of villages 
Thathi Jaimal Singh, Masatgarh and Kala. It is due to the fact 
that these villages are just on the Pakistan Border and not due 
to any deficiency in the Canal Water. 


IRRIGATION OF VILLAGES KOT NANABAD AND MUSADDA SINGH- 


WALA IN TEHSIL PATTI. 


459. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 


to state :-— 


(a) 


(b) 


whether the area of outer section of village Kot Nanabad 
and village Musada Singh Wala, Tehsil Patti, District 
Amritsar is irrigated by the canal water; | 


whether the Government is aware of the fact that the water of 
wells of these villages is suitable for irrigation purposes ; 


whether the landowners of the aforesaid villages applied to 
the canal authorities of the Upper Bari Doab Canal, Amritsar 
for the supply of canal water to their barani lands during the 
year 1949-50; 


whether the lands owned by the owners of the aforesaid villages 
at village Kot Rai Bidha, Tehsil Patti were washed away by 
a river flood a few yeas ago, making their position worse ? 


If the anwsers to parts (a) and b) above be in the negative and 
to part (c) be in the affirmative, the steps taken by the Govern- 
ment in the matter ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) No. (There is no village 


(b) 
(c) 
(d) 
(e) 


named Musadda Singh Wala in Patti Tehsil). 
Yes, 

No. 

Yes. 


Does not arise. 
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REPRESENTATION FOR BUILDING A BRIDGE ON CANAL 
DISTRIBUTARY. 


460. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state :— | 


(a) whether any representation by Sardar Desa Singh and other 
Zamindars of village Kalsian Khurd, Tehsil Patti, district 
Amritsar, duly endorsed by me were received by the Deputy 
Commissioner, Amritsar, and the canal authorities ; 


(b) whether in the aforesaid representation: the zamindars complain- 
ed that there was no bridge over the Gillpan Distributary 
which passes through their fields, in the absence of which they 
cannot carry their manure to the fields which are situated on 
the other side of the distributary and that Rs. 300/- be paid 
to them asa partial cost for the construction of the bridge 
over this Distributary ; if so, the action so far taken by the 
canal authorities in the matter ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargawa: (a) Yes. 
(b) Yes, but their complaint was not correct as two bridges already 


exist within one mile of the site at which a new bridge 
was wanted. 


es ey eee SE 


‘WAITING ROOMS ATTACHED TO CRIMINAL COURTS. 


461. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the -hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state whether the enquiry undertaken by the Government vide my 
unstarred Assembly question No. 284 put on 10-10-49 has been completed ; 
if so, what decision has been arrived at by thejGovernment in the matter ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargawa: First part ... Yes 


Second part ... Government are unable to proceed with the 
proposal for the present owing to financial stringency. 


ee a ee TEER 


| DAILY ALLOWANCE TO POLICE EMPLOYEES OF SUBORDINATE 
| SERVICES, 


462. Sardar Sajjan Smgh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state :— 


(a) whether any of the police employees in in the subordinate 


services are given a daily allowance when they travel by rail 
or road on the authority of a railway pass or motor lorry 
voucher by the police department authorities ; 
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'h} whether any of the persons referred to above travels by road 
or rail at his own expense and puts up the bill regarding the 
expenditure incurred by him ; whether before or after under 
taking the journey, he is paid 14 time the actual fare ; 


(c) (i) if the answer to parts (a) and ib) above be in the affirm- 
2 ative the reasons for the different standards of payment for 
road and rail transport ; 


(ii) the system which is more costly out of the two ; 


(d) whether there is any time limit for the payment of the bills 


referred to in part*(b) above ; if so, the minimum period within 
which these bills are paid ? 


2. The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : (a) (i) The police employees 
in the subordinate services are given half daily allowance when 
travelling on the authority of railway warrant. 


(ii) No daily allowance is given in respect of journeys 
performed by public buses when lorry vouchers are issued. 


(b) When journeys are performed outside the sphere of duty, 
officers are paid 14 of the actual fare. 


(c) Travelling by road is more costly than by train as the rate of 
mileage allowance by road is more than that by rail in force: 


(d) These bills are generally paid within one month from the date 
of presentation in police office. 


WATER SUPPLY AND KALKA MUNICIPALITY. 


463: Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar: Will the hon. Minister for Labour 
be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether it is a fact that the municipality of Kalka has repeatedly 
represented to the Government about the difficulty of 
adequate supply of water in the town and has approached the 
Government for financing its water scheme ; 

(b) whether the hon. Minister is aware of the fact that. this town 
of more than 15 thousand population has only one small 
natural water reservoir and the. public experiences great 
hardship, especially during the summer ; if so, whether the 
Government intends to take suitable steps to remove thi 
difficulty ? : 

= The. hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad: (a) No ; ibut a representation was 

= received from certain members of the public. - 

(b) The Municipal Committee is getting estimates for a water 
supply scheme prepared. a 
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LABOURERS AT BHAKRA AND NANGAL WORKS | 
464. Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar: Will the hon. Chief Minister 
be pleased to state :— 
(a) the total number of skilled and unskilled labourers employed 
at present at the Bbakra and Nangal works by the Government; 
(b) the total number of permanent and temporary workers under 
the Government employment at these works at present ? 
The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) Labourers employed at 
Bhakra and Nangal works. 


Skilled ... 3,781 


Unskilled ... 11,263 
(b) Staff and officers employed on Nangal Bhakra Works : 
Permanent. 240 
Temporary. 487 


> eee ee T 


DEFICIT AND PRODUCTION OF FOOD-GRAINS. 
485. Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar: Will the hon. Minister for Develop- 
ment be pleased to state :— 
(a) the total deficit of food grains in the State during the years, 
1947-48, 1948-49, 1949-50 and the estimated deficit for the 
year, 1950-51 ; 


(b) the total production of food grains in the State during the years. 
1947-48, 1948-49, 1949.50 and the estimated production tor 
1950-51 ; 


(c) the effect of the Grow More Food Campagin on the en of 
food grains in the State ? 


| The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa : 
\ , 


(a)1947-48 ... 269,000 tons. | - 
1948-49... 145,000 tons. 
1949-50)... ¢ . , | 


1950-51) Complete information not yet available. 
(bY 1947-48 ... 23,35,000 tons. 
| ) 1948-49 ... 24,59,000 tons. 
= 1950-51 | E Complete information not available. 


(c) The additional irrigation from canals during 1949-50 under Grow 
More Food Schemes has been provided to about 2 lakhs acres 
pf land and it will be increased to 3,45,000 acres during Kharif 
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and Rabi, 1950-51. This will result in additional yield of 
food grains of about 40,000 tons during 1949-50 and about 
70,000 tons during 1950-51. The other Grow More Food 
Schemes such as sinking of percolation wells, tubewells, land 
reclamation and mechanical cultivation, anti-erosion, soil 
conservation etc., are estimated to give an additional yield 
of 20,000 tons during 1949-50 and about 50,000 tons during 
1950-51. In calculating these figures, the additional yield 
expected to accrue from such schemes as destruction of monkeys, 
rats and jackals, domestication of wild cows, pitting of manure 


etc., has not been taken into consideration as it is not possible 
to do so with accuracy. 


eee ete en one 


REVENUE RECORD JAMABANDIS OF VILLAGE ORARA. 


466. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation 
be pleased to state :—— 


(a) whether the revenue records jamabandis of village Orara, Tahsil 
Kasur, district Lahore, have been received from Pakistan : 


(b) the total area of land of S. Chanan Singh and Behal Singh s/o 


Kak Singh respectively in Shamlat Deh and the area to which 
each of them is entitled ; 


(c) the reasons for not preparing the chhant from the jamabandis 
of S. Chanan Singh referred to in unstarred Assembly Question 
No, 395 (d) put on 8-3-1950 ; 

(d) whether any deductions are proposed to be made from the 
allotments due to the persons referred to in unstarred question 
No. 395 (d) mentioned above on account of their exaggerated 


claims of land. If so to what extent together with a list of 
such persons ; 


_ (e) the total area deducted from allotment due to each person 
referred toin part (c) above under the Law of. penalties 
explained in reply to my unstarred question No. 395-F put 

- during the Budget Session of 1950 ? — 


The hon. Dr, Lehna Singh Sethi: (a) Yes. 


Total area in Total area 


Shamlat Deh. entitled. 


ere cena al qr atl ae meme, 


ED emanate GED pea ony 


| | oes: A KM S.A. Units 
* b) Chanan Singh s/o *Lal Singh 13.. 8 39 13 
Bahal Singh sjo Lal Singh 13 m 8 39 13 
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(c) As no land is for the present being allotted in lieu of Shamlat 
land left in Pakistan the chhant of this area has not been 


prepared. 
(d) Necessary steps are being taken in the matter. ai < 
(e) Final decisions will be taken after hearing the claimants, Actual . 


| deductions have not so far been made. 
*Note: S. Chanan Singh and Bahal Singh are the sons of S. Lal Singh and 
and not Kak Singh as shown in the Assembly Question. 


AD po ERE MA 


BOATMEN OF HARIKE FERRY. 


467. Sardar Bachan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Public Works iiz 
be pleased to state :— 
(a) whether he is aware that Sardar Sajjan Singh Margindpuri, 
M. L. A. senta letter (No. 32 dated the 9th January, 1950) 
to the Chief Engineer, P. W. D., regarding boatmen of Harike 
Ferry ; 
(b) the action if any taken by the authorities in the matter raised 
in the letter ? E i i l 
The hon. Captain Ranjit Sinzh: (a) Yes. 
(b) The matter was investigated by the Superintending Engineer, 
‘Jullundur, and his report which has been just received is 
under consideration. | 


SHRI KANWAR SEN SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER IRRIGATION. 


468. Sardar Gurbachan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be 
pleased to state :— 


(a) whether it is a fact that Shri Kanwar Sen Superintending 
Engineer, Irrigation, proceeded on leave preparatory to — 
* retirement in Joint Punjab; | : 
(b) whether it is a fact that Shri Kanwar Sen was taken back in the 
Pubiic Works Department, Irrigation Branch from the day he 
proceeded on leave preparatory to retirement and his services 
transferred to Government of India, entitling him to be treated 
asa Government Servant under the Punjab Government from 


ssf 
that day ? 
The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : (a) Yes. ° 
(b) Yes. | 
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SHRI P. R. AHUJA ASSISTANT EXECUTIVE ENGINEER IRRIGATION. 


469. Sardar Gurbachan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be 
pleased to state :— 
(a) whether it is a fact that Shri P. R. Ahuja is an Assistant 
Executive Engineer of Irrigation Branch, Punjab, with about 
12 years service ; 


(b) whether itis a fact that in the Irrigation Branch Engineers 
have to pass departmental examinations within a certain 
number of years, failing that their increments are stopped ; 


(c) whether it is a fact that Shri Ana has not pee both the 
examinations 7 


(d) whether it is a fact that he has been exempted fon passing 
the above examinations ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) Yes. 
(b) Yes. 
(c) Yes, 
(d) Yes. 


l l PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE. 
APEROPRIATION ACCOUNTS FOR THE PERIOD 15-8-47 To 31-3-48. 


Chief Minister (The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava) : Sir I lay on the 
table the Appropriation Accounts for the period from 15th ioe al 1947 


to 3lst March, 1918 and thg Audit Report thereon. 


7 AMENDMENT OF RULES OF PROCEDURE. 
A tar. Speaker:. I have amended rule 148 (2) and instead of at 5, the 


guillotine will be applied at 6 O’clock to enable the hon. Members to. have 


three hours for the discussion of the Appropriation Bill. 


Mehta’ Ranbir Singh: On a point of order. In other Assemblies 
two cays are given for the discussion of the Appropriation Bill and here 


“ only one day is given. 


a Mr. Speaker : This is no point of order. In order to enable 


.-hon. Members to have more time I have amended the Rule. 


=e 
a 
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APPROPRIATION BILL. 


: Chiet Miaister (The hon, Dr. opi Chand Daea I beg to introduce 
-the Punjab 7 perennation Bil. 
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Chief Minister: I move— | 


‘That the Punjab Appropriation Bill be taken into consideration at once. 


Mr. Speaker: Motion moved — 


That the Punjab Appropriation Bill be taken into consideration at once. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar (Ex-Member, West Punjab Assembly repre- 
senting Lahore City, General, Urban) (Hindi) : Sjr; when we look to the 
demands for grants that have been passed by the House and to the 
actual needs of the State, we find that we are passing through a difficult 
stage‘ as our resources are limited whereas our needs are more, When 
our State is confronted with such a situtation then every Minister has 
to carefully examine the statements of requirements of every department 
and see which requirements should take precedence and which are of 
secondary importance. I, will, therefore, make a few suggestions in this 
connection for the consideration of the Government. 


Firstly, it is essential that the Government should raise the morale 
of the people especially those living in the border districts. It should 
give them the necessary facilities to protect themselves and should encourage 
them so that they may be able to stand firm like a rock to face any 
situation that might develop, I would, therefore, like to focus the attention 


' of the Government to this point that it should devote its attention to 


raise the morale of all the people in the State in general and the people 
of the border districts in particular. With this end in view, it is 


imperative to give military training on a large scale to the people. I 


would, therefore, not like to analyse the Budget figures and say anything 
with regard to the allocation of funds to the various departments. But 
I would only like to make a few suggestions and trust that if they are 
carried out it will contribute to the well-being of the State. It need 
hardly be emphasised that military training is necessary for the students 


-for their sound health and to foster in them a habit of discipline and 
-other kindred virtues. The Government should, therefor2, make necessary - 


arrangements for giving military training to the students. I wish (that 
we should be able to create enthusiasm and glow in the minds of 
the people. We should the create in the people a living faith and positive outlook 
on life so that they may be able to take real interest in life. You know, 
Sir, that the people in our State have made great sacrifices in the 
struggle for freedom. Our countrymen and women have undergone many 
hardships and sufferings for the cause of the nation. Many of us have 
suffered imprisonment and also went to the gallows with a smile in order 
that India be free I, therefore, feel that the need of the hour is to infuse 


-spirit in the minds of the people and place before them an ideal for 


which they may yearn to live. It is only when the Collective consciousness 
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of the people is awakened that they respond to the call of nation. I know 
when England was in the throes of the War, its leaders inspired hope and 
confidence in the minds of the people and thus they displayed great 
fortitude and indomitable spirit to make great sacrifices for the cause of 
the nation. The Government should, therefore, place before the people a 
high ideal and should inculcate in them courage, confidence and enthusiasm. 
I know this task is beset with difficulties but all the same Government 
should do its best to awaken the national consciousness of the people 
and to mould them to follow a right path so that they may not think 
any sacrifice too great for the cause of the nation. This they can only 
do if they know how to steer clear of their difficulties in spite of 
great odds and even if they meet with failure, they act like courageous 
men and exert themselves with redoubled vigour. Besides this, the 
Government should give an assurance that justice will be done to every 
individual irrespective of any consideration. It should impress upon the 
massess that the sum of 43 crores of rupees will be spent for the benefit 
of the people and every pie of the monsy will be best utilised. So in 
my humble opinion the Government should foster a feeling of confidence 
among the people that even-handed justice will be administered to them. 
I fully realise that it is not possible for the hon. Ministers alone to serve 
in the interests of the people unless they have the willing co-operation 
of the services. They should impress upon the services by all means at 
their connaind to rise above their narrow considerations and do justice 
to all. I know that people do not feel so much difficulty if there is 
shortage of food grains or other commodities in the State but it certainly 
pinches thom when they find that undeserving persons enjoy the fruits of success 
in life. With this end lin view, the services should be made independent 
and free to act without any interference. For this Ministers will have 
to exercise great restraint as they will have in fact to deny all powers 
that vest in them by virtue of holding a high office. If we want 
that our State should make the desired progress, we should entrust all 
powers to the services so that they may be able to act independently in 
the work of administration in order to administer justice to all. 


Some of my friends always join issue with me, when I praise the work 
done by the services and describe the important role that they have to play in 
the administration of a democratic country I have no objection to make, 
so far as the change of personnel is concerned but I must deprecate any atte- 
mpt at condemning the services wholesale. If the administrative machinery 
has to function smoothly and efficiently, they must be trusted and full confi- 
dence must be reposed in them. So far as the question of eradication of 
corrnption and slackness is concerned, I wouid be the last person to advocate 
soft measures. This question must be dealt with with an iron hand, but the 
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blow should be struck at the right moment. But at the same time, praise 

and encouragement should not be grudged wnere they are well deserved. The 

greastest need of the hour is to imbue the services as well as the people in general 

with a spirit of enthusiasm, which is sorely lacking in us to-day. Increasing 

contact and understanding between the Ministers and services, constitute the = 
prime requisite of a good administration This fact should never be lost sight 

of. In this connection, my humble suggestion to the hon. Chief Minister is 

that conferences of District officers should be called from time to time to make 

a high level approch to various administrative matters. 


Another matter of which I wish to make a brief mention is the cut in the 
salaries of Ministers. Sir, I really feel that sometimes too much is expected 
‘of the Ministers. Now the cut that they have voluntarily imposed, was really 
uncalled for. I don’t think under the present standard and. mode of living 
any Minister can live within Rs.1,200 or so per mensem, without having had to 
spend from his own pocket. This salary is insufficient for a modern way of life 
and then just imagine the number of guests that a Minister has to entertain 
almost every day. Therefore, Sir, I feel that the present system will have to 
be changed radically and the mode of living simplified, until the revenues of l | 
the State increase sufficiently, towards which end strenuous efforts must be : 
made. Sir to simplify the office procedure and to eliminate red-tapism, a | 
Reorganization Committee had been appointed sometime back. I don’t know 
how far it has progressed in its work. I would request the Government to ask 
the Committee to expedite its proposals, so that the reforms that are long 
overdue may be introduced. 


Now a few words about our system of education. As my Friend Sardar 
Bachan Singh has stated, at the present pace, it will take us 50 years or even 
more to make the whole population literate. Already the present system of edu- 
cation is costing the State Exchequer so much. Sir, even if we have to teach 
only three R’s to the whole population, there is no other alternative for us 
but to work on a mass scale. For this purpose, we have to adopt methods, 
and means of mass education, by a proper use of the radio and cinema. These 
two agencies alone can provide us the means to disseminate knowledge on a 
vast scale. And then our education must not be hap-hazard. It must | ` 
conform to the kind of society we want to have in this country. It must aim 
at making the people fit for the way of life that we wint them to adopt. It 
must equip them properly for the responsibilties that we want them to 


— 


discharge. In short, our system of educat.on must be co-related to the end we 
have in view, whether it is the moral regeneration of the people, their _ 
spiritual upliftment or cultivation of physical and military efficiency on 
their part. Of course, we want to develop our people into good citizens, 
law- hiding and free from vices of drinking and gambling, but it is also 
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true that we can achieve these things only if our education is properly 
directed. 


M re important than eduation is another problem to which happily our 
Government is giving priority over other matters and there can be no doubt 
about it that it is a question of life and death for this State. Sir, I am referring 
to the problem of having more water for irrigating the arid and thirsty lands 
of this State. (Cheers.) We are sorry to learn that our Government cannot 
afford more money for this purpose, as much help from the Government of 
India would not be available as it otherwise would have been. 


Mintster for Development : This is not correct. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Well if this is not correct, I shall not dwell 
"pon it. Sir, even at the risk of being dubbed a reactionary, I would say 
that if the decision in the matter were to rest with me, I would give 
priority to schemes of improving irrigational facilities over any scheme of 
universal literacy. So long as more water is not available for irrigation 
purposes agriculture will not progress and so long as agricultural industry 
does not progress, we cannot be self-sufficient in food-grains and other essential 
articles of food such as milk and ghee. Sir, I am laying so much stress 
on cultivation on purpose. We have land and also men who are wonderful 
tillers. If necessary facilities are given to them, I have no doubt that 
they would be able to supply all our needs. milk, butter and wheat etc., 
will be produced in plenty and we will be in a position to bring up 
warriors of the right type for the defence of the country. It is therefore 
incumbent on us to undertake such schemes as are helpful to our 
cultivator. | 


One thing which I specifically wish to bring to the notice of the Govern- 
ment is the fact that it should take serious and solemn steps to reduce 
expenditure. I agree that our needs are multiplying every day in this 
modern world, and that our standard of life is rising but it is no use spending 
for the maintenance cf false standards. It would be better if a committee 
of experts is appointed to go into this quession and suggest ways and means 
for curtailing un-necessary expenditure, The money thus saved --of course 
it cannot be ia crores, it may be som2lakhs—can be utilized for setting 
up industries in rural areas. I am one of those persons who do not like big 
towns. Big towns come into existence only when people haven’t got enough 
land in the villages to maintain them. From strategy point of view also it 
is more advisable to have more villages than towns as the hydrogen and the 
atom bombs cannot work as big a havoc in villages as they can in towns which 
have thick population. However, I request that immediate steps 
shouldbe taken by the Government to give up the old futile traditions and 
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embark on useful schemes which go to solve our numerous problems like the 
tenants, refugecs and unemployment problems and bring about prosperity in 
the State. Tf we do this we may be able to live well otherwise we will be 
at the mercy of the circumstances. 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Duit (Ex-Member West Punjab Assembly 
respresenting North Fastern Towns, General, Urban) (Hindustant) ; Sir, the 
budget having reached the stage of Appropriation Bill should be regarded to 
have reached its destination. However, I have apprehensions that the 
term ‘Appropriation’ might change in to ‘Misappropriation’? in actual 
practice. My fears arise from the fact that during the course of 
discussion on different Departments of Government, .so much criticism 
has been made by the hon. Members of this House but nobody 
has bothered to give a proper reply. The performance of the hon. 
Ministers has been very disappointing and I am led to think that they will 
not be able to prove equal to the task that is being entrusted to them. We 
have placed a number of complaints before them regarding allotment of lands 
and houses, the difficulties of the tenants and the Education Department, 
but to no purpose. They havé made absolutely no attempt to satisfy us. 
I should be excused if] say that the hon. Chief Minister is creating bad 
conventions by shouldering the responsibility of giving all answers him- 
self. He should encourage the Ministers concerned to do the needful. His 
act may do him credit allright but it is certainly calculated to do discredit 
to the Ministry as a whole. I have genuine fears that the money which 
2s being placed at the disposal of these Ministers will not be properly used 
and all this‘deplorable state of affairs is due to the fact that unfortunately 
we have’thought it fit to divide ourselves into different groups. 

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member should leave the groups aside. 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt : Sir, the other day the hon. Chief 
Minister threatened the House that in case he was not considered fit for his 
job he as also his Budget should be thrown out. I don’t think it was proper 
for him to give such a threat. I honsetly believe that if the Budget is 
to be considered on its merits, barring the hon. Chief Minister, the Ministry 
is not upto, the task. I, daresay that people who have been given 
the onerous work of running the Government are not capable of doing it. 
They would not have been able to earn even a hundered rupees a month in 
case they had not worked for the Congress. 


Vv Mr Speaker: May Task the hon. Member not to make such remarks ? 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: I am making a general 
which can apply to other provinces also. 


statement 


UY Mr. Speaker: He cannot make any, gencral statement like this. He 


should confine himself to the Appropriation Bill. 
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Chaudhri Khishna Gopal Dutt: Iam speaking on the political aspect 
of the budget. 
! MY. Speaker : It is not the political aspect of the budget which is to be 
considered but it is the administrative policy of the Government which 
should be discussed. Otherwise this House will turn into an arena of group 
politics and I don’t want that to happen here. 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt : I have every right to attack the Minis- 
try as this is a sort of general discussion of the budget. 


y- Mr. Speaker: Then the hon. Member does not know what is to be 
discussed. The hon. Member cannot criticise any group or party politics. 
He should discuss the administrative policy of the Government; only that I 
am prepared to hear. 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt : Sir, I want to say that I am discussing 
the Budget and I have every right to say thatin the light of the prevailing 
conditions in the State, I doubt if the departments for the adminstration 
of which this budget has been passed, will be worked with success. I don’t 
think it is possible in the preseat circumstances. Sir, whenever I stand up 
to speak you interrupt me so much that I begin to think whether I have 
a right to speak in the House or not and much of my time is taken up in 
convincing you. 

-Mr. Speaker: I don’t interrupt the hon. Member but the difficulty 
is that he speaks in such a manner that I have to draw his attention to 
the Ruies of Debate. 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: Sir, I was referring to some unpleas- 
ant facts but I feel it is my right to do so. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: On a point of order, Sir. I want to draw your 
attention to page 711 of May’s Parliamentary Pratice. It is clearly. stated 
tnere that while discussing the Appropriation Bill a Member is perfectly 
within his rights to discuss the, ‘Conduct or action of those who receive or 
administer the grants specified in the Bill’. In this case Ministers receive 
these grants, therefore, the hon. Member is within his rights to attack 
the conduct of the Ministers. 


/ Mr Speaker : The hon, Member is within his rights to criticize the 
working of the departments but he cannot cast reflections on the House or 


‘on the Ministers. In that case I would refer the hon. Member to the 


Rules of Procedure of the House. A remedy is open to him. Hecan_ bring 
ina substantive motion against the Ministry as a whole or against any 
particular Minister. 


Shri Bhim Sen Saehar: Sir, should the House understand that the 
Ministry as a whole cannot be attacked or criticized ? | 
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\ Mr. Speaker: Ministry as a whole can be criticized so far as its 


admintstrative responsibility is concerned but the hon. Member should not 
cast any reflections on any Minister. ) 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: A Minister can be criticized so far as his 
administrative capacity to handle the budget is concerned. 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: I wish to submit, Sir, that conditions 
in our State are unfortunately such - similar conditions prevail in other provin- 
ces also—that plainly speaking, barring the Chief Minister the whole Ministry 
is not sca to qe task of re-habilitation and resettlement. It is my right 


CEOE E 


[ens Speake The best course for the hon. Member would be to 
ring in a substantive motion and then he would be able to say everything. 


= Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: Sir, I would be well within my rights 
when I say that the Ministry......... Ss 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Sir, I am sorry to interrupt my hon. Friend 
but I would like your Ruliag oa the point whether this Hous? :a3a ight to 
throw out the Appropriation Bill as a whole ? 


Me. Speaker © NOS cwisesaees 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Sir, if we havea right to throw out this Bill 
then surely every Member has a right to attack any aspect of the Bill. 


LZ “Mr. Speaker; I will refer the hon. Member to the Rules of Debate. 
I will read rule 78 (2) (i). 


A member while speaking shall not reflect upon the conduct of persons 
in high authority ualtess tas dissussioa is baszd on a substantive motion. - 


If in conformity with the Rules and in accordance with the Parliamentary 
practice the hon. Member wants to bring in a vote of censure against the 
Ministry as.a whole I will have no objection. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar ; With your per-nission may I know how the 


budget can be discussed without making reference to the ‘Ministers and 
the Ministry, | | ) 


yA “Mr. Speaker : Budget can be discussed within the four walls of the 
Rules of Procedure. When the hon. Member was speakiig I did not interrupt 
him because he was following the Rules. I want to assure the House that I 
would be ‘the last person to restrict any Member while he is speaking, so long 
‘as he is following the Rules of Debate. But he must be within the limits laid 
‘down, he should not refer to individuals in their personal capacity. Ministers 
‘should be criticized in their capacity as Ministers and not as individuals. 


Chaudbri Krishna Gopal Dutt: Sir, continuing my eect I seek your 


co-operation,........ 
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\ Mr. Speaker: If the hon. Member needs my co-operation, hc too should 
co-operate with me by following the Rules. 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: I was submitting, Sir, that while 
speaking on this Budget, the Chief Minister challenged the House to defeat 
him on his Budget. It was not proper for him to rely on the strength 
of majority in tiis House. I wish that instead of throwing challanges, 
the Budget had been discussed on its merits. As Chief “Minister of the 


State, he is answerable to me, to the Members of this House and to 


every common man in the province. I shall request the Chief Minister 
to withdraw the threats held out by him. He should pay full attention 
to the views expressed by the Members and it should be his effort to 
remove the complaints voiced by them. It is his duty to ask for the 
co-operation ‘of the Members. Unfortunately he has adopted such an 
attitude that he does not consult anybody. The House is meant for 
consultation and Members should be consulted. In connection with the 
Chief Minister’s challenge to throw him out and to throw out his Budget, 


I wish to stbmit, Sir, that being Members of the Congress party we are 
helpless in this respect. 


L- Mr. Speaker: I don’t take notice whether a particular Member 


belongs to the Congress Party or any other Party. I only see to it that 
he is relevant. : 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar; I am sorry to get up again but is it not 
within the -knowledge of the hon. Speaker as to whether a particular 
Member /belongs to a particular party or not? | 


y Mr Speaker: Iam not. concerned with this. In the House I take 


every member as a member of the House and do not consider his 
party affiliations. Er = 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dati. I don’t wish to take more of the 
time of this House. ,In the end, I wish to say that with the amount 
that has been made available in the budget for reconstruction I don’t think 


any rapid progress can be made in this direction. “There is doubt about 


the success ot any scheme because those in whose hands the work has 
been entrusted are not competent at all. They cannot undertake the 


‘work of reconstruction. But, Sir, it is our own budget and being a 


Memect of the Congress party I must give my Support to it. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish (Ambala Division Land noiders ; H we 
-have once again heard from Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt today, what is 
popularly known as the popular sentiment, For, some people Sir, there is only 
one game and that game is criticising the Government. In season and out. of 
season they will try to present that the Government. is most inefficient, 
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the officers are corrupt and nothing is going on well in the "State 
of Punjab. Sir, I say with a very heavy heart that this is a very 
irresponsible attitude. This loose talk is doing us a very great harm. 
Instead of indulging in this loose talk we should combine in the 
national interests and strive “to bring out results which should add to the 
prosperity of the State. All these days I have been noting what has 
been going on in the press regarding what has been said on the floor 
of this House. In 95 percent writings of the press you will find it stated 
that the Government is inefficient hére, nothing good is happening in the 
Punjab and the administration is most corrupt. Leave aside the demoralising 
effect of such writings within the State itself. What is our stock with 
the Central Government and the rest of the country? Again I say with 
a very heavy heart that if we talk to any one outside this State, people 
twitch their nose aud say,“ Oh. you are talking about the State of Punjab 
where M. L. A$ are corrupt, Government is corrupt and administration 
inefficient ” It is not that in Government matters alone our stock is so 
low but even' in business matters and other things also we are losing 
day by day. This propaganda has gone so far and the Government has 
not been able to stop it, that we are now being treated very shabbily 
even by the Central Government. To substantiate my point I will place 
a very recent example before you. A conference was called in New Delhi 
by the Industries and Supplies Ministry of the Government of India. The 
‘representative of this State pleaded for a very liberal quota of steel for 
agricultural implements. After a little bit of arguments a very responsible 
and high officer of the Government of India said, “ We are unable to 
consider the case of Punjab because in that State any quota given by 
the Centre is misappropriated and more so by the legislators.” I am 
told there was .a loud laughter after this statement and of course the case 
of Punjab went by default, because after hearing that our representative 
` could do nothing. 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Who was the representative ? 


Padit Durga Chand Kaushish: You can ask me off the floor of the 
= House. I am not going to tell the name here. If that sort of thing is 
_happening with the Central Government can we say, where to are we 

going ? We know that for the reconstruction of this S ate we have got to 
depend for quite a lot of things on the Government of India. We want 
monetary help, technical help and other kinds of help and only Government 
cf ]rdia cen supply us these aids. I this scrt of loose talk continues I am 
sure we will not get anything from tle Centre. Sir, it is high time that we 
realised our responsibilities and I feel that people can only realise their 
responsibilities if the Government takes them into confidence and makes them 
fee] that if they indulge in any loose talk they will be harming the cause of 
the State of Punjab which meant their own cause. | 
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` Now I come to the popular charge made against the administration 
that they are slack, inefficient and corrupt. In my opinion it is most 
uncharitable to dub all the members of the services as inefficient and corrupt 
because it is a well known fact that all of them are not inefficient nor are 
all of them corrupt either. If that sort of thing continues, I am afraid, 
even the best and sincerest of them are bound to be demoralised. If you 
go on calling an honest and hardworking man as dishonest and inefficient, 
_. there will be reaction and there is every chance of his becoming indolent, 
Who loses ? It is the State asa whole and not a few individuals who go 
on criticizing. Sir, if this political warfare that is being carried into the 
realm of administration and the economic set up of the country is con- 
tinued, it will completely ruin us at this critical juncture. Unfortunately 
for us all, even very responsible persons indulge in loose talk and if 
p concrete steps are not taken to put an end to that loose talk, that might 
‘ land us in great difficulties the results of which none can foresee. We saw 
a fine example of such a loose talk in this session. In the interest of Grow- 
More-Food campagin, our Government has taken ‘steps to adopt mechanised 
methods of agriculture. What happened? There was a regular chorus in 
this House against that. All sorts of arguments were advanced and one 
of them was that that would prejudicially affect the interest of the peas- 
santry. They could not see the interest of State; they could not see 
how much output of food grains would be increased if we took to modern 
methods of agriculture. The increase might be 75%, it might be 100%, but 
that does not seem to be the concern of the hon. Members-who have advanced 
all such arguments. I would give another instance. There was a certain 
unspecified amount of Rs, 12 lakhs mentioned in the Budget and without 
bothering to look to its details, criticism was levelled against it, in spite of 
the fact that its details were given. Out of that sum of 12 lakhs, 4 lakhs were 
meant for additional equipment, another 4 lakhs for administration charges 
and the rest were also accounted for. What happened? The next morning 
when I saw the newspapers, they gave the readers an idea that money in the 
Punjab was being wasted and that must have been the impression in the 
minds of the readers outside the State as well. On this very question of 
Grow-More-Food, some of my colleagues brought in the tenancy problem and 
a very curious argument was advanced that all ejectments of tenants should 
“be stopped forthwith if the Government wanted to improve the food situation 
in the country. If till such time as there is no consolidation of small 
holdings, the ejectment of tenants is stopped, I fail to understand in what 
way would that go to improve the food position. It might be the other way 
about. Hon. Members are aware that there are innumerable small holders 
who own lands. In many cases it so happens that one portion is situated at a 
distance of two miles from the other. In that case what land lord does is that 
he keeps one portion for himself and gives the other one on rent. When the 
_ loose talk of ‘noejectment’ was started here, those small owners began to 
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take back their lands from the tenants for fear of losing them altogether. 
The result is that food production as a whole is suffering. 


Sir, I wanted to discuss this problem from many aspects but as my time Á 
is up, I would leave it to a later stage when a Bill on this subject comes 

up before the House. Through you, Sir, I-would impress upon the Govern- 
ment the desirability of taking early steps to see that this sort of loose talk 
is stopped because we are becoming the laughing stock of the cou-try and 
are coming down in the estimation of every one, (Hear, hear). 

Shri Virendra (Ex-Member West Punjab Assembly, repre- 
senting West Multan Division, General, Rural) (Hindi): Mr. Speaker, 
there is nothing new in the Appropriation Bill which has been presented to 
the House, as many an item has been discussed threadbare when the Budget 
was under discussion. I think there can be no two opinions about the 
necessity of money required by Governmənt under various demands for 
grants. But so faras Government are concernzd, itis an open secret that 
they are not in possession of that much money which they stand in need of 
for the economic development of the State of Punjab. Now the question 
arises how and where tø get that money because in its absence it is not 
possible t» achieve our object, namely, the reconstruction of our shattered 
economy. It is obvious that unless our receipts are enhanced, we cannot 
make any headway in the field of econmic advancement of our country. So 
our Government are faced with the problem of finding out ways and means 
to raise additional sums of money and spending them judiciously with a 
view to bring about maximum economic improvement of the people of the 
Punjab. In this connection I would like to briag this fact to the notice of the 
hon. Chief Minister that the question of economic development oi India as a whole 
has been taken up by the Central Government and for this purpose they have 
appointed a Planning Commission but since its terms of reference are very 
wide and it may take long to complete its report, I want to suggest to the 
hon. Chief Minister that he should appvint a Planning Committee for the 
‘Panjab. It should take stock of the situation in the State and make proposals 
for the exploitation of such untapped resources as may result in the increase 
of revenues and also suggest methods by which the increased income may ~ 
be judiciously utilised for the economic betterment and development of the 
State of Punjab. I would further suggest that he should include in this ‘ 
Committee eminent experts and a number of representatives of the public 
and that he himself should be the Chairman of that Committee. It goes 
without sayiig that the Government are faced with serious economic problems 
of our State and the sooner they make endeavours to resolve them, the 
better would it be for all. As you are aware, Sir, economic deterioration = 
im acountry, is the precursor of a revolution in that country, because it 
creates unrest among the people If we study the history of various countries 
where revolutions have taken place, we find that economic causes generally 
bring about such upheavels. So it becomes imperative for the Government 
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to devote their undivided attention to the resolution of economic problems 
besetting our State. In this connection I may point out that only recently 
the Congress Working Committee prepared an economic programme, I suggest 
that Government should try to adapt it to the conditions obtaining in this 
province. That economic programme is very comprehensive and it includes 
suggestions on agricultural, labour, industrial and kindred problems. The 
Government should make efforts to give them a practical shape, If this is 
done, £ am sure, we can take rapid strides in the field of economic develop- 
ment of the State of Punjab. But when I talk of the economic problems, I 
have in view the tenants problem agitating the minds of the poor kisans, 
I would request the hon. Chief Minister that he |should take immediate and 
effective measures to resolve this problem so that it may not take a turn 
for the worse. 


Sardar Ajit Singh : The hon. Member is making it look more- serious 
than what it. actually is. 


Shri Virendra : This thing has been before us for a considerable time. 
So far as Government are concerned, we find that they are trying to solve 
this problem. I do realize that efforts are being made by the Government 
to solve this problem. I am of the opinion that sooner the entire problem 
is solved, the better would it be in the interests of the State as a whole. 
My hon. Friend has stated that it is not such an intricate problem as we 
imagine Perhaps he is under the impression that the problem does not 
exist at all. I would like to make it clear that this problem exists in its 


naked form and my hon. Friends can convince themselves that what I say 


in this connection is based on facts. Such forces are working here in our 
province, which I am sure, would ultimately force the Government to solve 
this problem, If they do not rise to the occasion and devise ways and means 
to solve this problem, I am afraid, conditions would tak» such a turn that 
afterwards it would not ve possible for them to control the situation, It 
is, therefore, necessary to take timely action. Under the circumstances, I 


would like to impress upon the hon. Chief Minister the urgency of solving 


this problem as early as possible which is becoming very intricate day 
by day. | 


Further I would like to make a few suggestions in connection with the 
Grow More Food schemes which have been one of the topics for the last so 
many days. Though I do not happen to be an agriculturist, yet I feel there are 
many methods which if employed, are sure to improve the agricultural system 
of our State Here I would request the hon. Minister-in-charge te consider 
my suggestions which have a dual purpose i.e.,.to improve our agriculture 
and also make Grow More Food Campaign a success. My first suggestion 
is that our Government should set up Agricultural Planning Committees. 
on the same lines as at the Centre with a view to improving the agricultural 
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system of our State. In other States too such planning committees are being 
established to devise ways and means to improve the agricultural system 
according to the conditions at present prevailing in the country. Further I 
would like to suggest the Government to establish co-operative, societies of 
farmers. We find such societies in other countries too. According to this 
scheme, the small farmers.would invest their money to improve their agricul- 
tural wealth as well as their conditions. There is yet another suggest- 
tion to which I would like to invite the attention of the Government and 
that is regarding the Crop Insurance Scheme. I cannot say whether. or not 
this Scheme can be implemented in our State, but still I would like to place i 
it before the House for its consideration. According to this scheme the 
standing crop of the farmer isinsured and in case any damage is caused to 

his crop, he would be paid the full price of his crop. I hope Government will 
consider it and see if it can be implemented in the interests of the farmers. > 


My hon. Friend Shri Bhim sen Sachar has in the course of his speech 
pointed out that if we want to make any headway in the State, we shall have 
to repose full confidence in the services. I quite agree with him that we 
shall have to repose confidence in them and that we cannot do anything 
without them. Here I would like to bring this point home to hih that if 

» we give a free hand to services and leave the entire work upon them, they 
will go on creating obstacles in our way and this they will do with ssme 
purpose. There is no doubt about it that the mentality of services in general 
has already changed to a great extent. But at the same time there are many 
amongst them whose mentality has not changed yet and if their mentality 
is not changed then all our efforts to make any progress would not prove 
successful. If we want to make any progress in our border State, we must 
work according to some plans. If we do this, I am sure, it will not take us 
more than ten years to make the desired progress which under ordinary 
circumstances would take us at least a century to achieve. 


Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharina (Kangra West, General, Rural) 
(Hindustani): Sir, before I express my views on the Bill, now before the House, 
I would like to quote a few verses from the poem “ Sweet Auburn ” about 
a ‘ Desolate Village ’ written by Goldsmith, which aptly apply ‘to the 
conditions at present prevailing in our country in general and our State - 
in particular. He says: — 

ĮI fares the land to hastening ills a pray, 

Where wealth accumulates and men decay, | 
Princes and Lords may flourish or fade, | 

A breath has made them and a breath can make, 
But a bold. peasantry their country’s pride, 

If once destroyed, can never be supplied 


In view of the fact that our Government .overcame manifold 
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the rehabilitation of the refugees and had already pent scrores of rupees in 
this direction, it was hoped that after the inauguration of the Sovereign 
Republic of our country, our economic experts would pay their special 
attention towards devising ways and means to improve the economic 
conditions of our State. As is crystal clear from the above mentioned 
verses, we find that the present conditions are also such that the wealth is 
accumulating in the hands of a few, as a result of which the average 
class or in other words the middle class people whether they be zamindars, 
kisans or the labourers or even the Government servants are al! living 
under very bad conditions. Their condition is so miserable that they are 
at a loss to know what to do and where to go. In fact there can be 
no two opinions about it and asis already clear from the above-quoted 
verses. that a country can in no way make any progress where wealth 
goes on accumulating in the hands of a few, while the masses continue 
suffering untold hardships without any rhyme or reason and grow weaker 
and weaker day by day and ultimately decay. I had every expectation 
that now under the changed conditions some 5 or 10 years planning would 
be done with a view to improving the hard lot of the poor masses 
This good step on behalf of our Government would have enabled us to 
form at least this opinion that it is really its intention to raise their 
standard of living. I am of the opinioa that if such a step were taken 
by the Government, we would surely hav: been convinced that it was 
really anxious to improve the lot of the poor masses by raising their 
income and their standard of living. 


My hon. Friends know it full well that our Punjab is the State of 
petty peasants anl proprietors who are not ina position to improve their 
standard of living without the help of the Government. As a matter of 
fact their lot cannot be improved unless adequate steps are taken in this 
direction. They can increase their income provided Government starts 
cottage industries for them. Under the provisions of the Constitution it 
is the duty of the Government to ensure a living wage to peopie in every 
part of the State by various methols. This could also be done by 
encouraging the cottage industries. I invite the attention of the House 
to Article 43 of the Constitution, It is laid down therein— 


The State shali endeavour to secure by suitable legislation or 
economic organization or in any other way, to all workers, 
agricultural, industrial or otherwise, work, a living wage, conditions 
of work ensuring a decent standard of life and full enjoyment 
” of leisure and social and cultural opportunities and in particular, 
© the State shall endeavour to promote cottage industries on an 
individual or co-operative basis in rural areas. 


vi . Mr. Speaker: I would ask the hon. Member not to discuss the 
desirability of legislation. | 


! . E 
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Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma: Sir what I wish to point out is this 
that only those countries have progressed where the Governments have 
devised ways and means to encourage people in establishing cottage 
industries. So long as Government of a country does not undertake to 
encourage poople in establishing various kinds of industries, no progress 
whatsoever can be made by that State. Under the circumstances it is 
the duty of the Government and the economic experts to do some economic “4 
planning with a view to improving the hard lotof the poor masses. If 
we want to increase the income of the poor people, Government should 
rise to the occasion and do some industrial planning. This, in my opinion, 
is the pressing need of the hour. 


Sir, the Government should have taken some steps to introduce land i 
reforms in our State. The land problem at present is causing alarm to the land 
owners and the enants. The landlords on the one hand are apprehensive that , 
they may not be compelled by the Government to relinquish their proprietary ~s 
rights of their land and on the other hand the occupancy tenants are ` 
labouring under fear of ejectment with the result that the estrangement 
between the two classes is increasing. The Government should, therefore, 


bring forward some legislative measure to bridge this wide gulf between 
the parties. 


v Mr. Speaker: The honourable Member should not refer to the 
question of legislation. 


Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma : Sir, I am not referring to any legislation. 

l am fully conscious of the fact that the Government cannot afford to 
invest money at this stage on any undertaking on account of its limited 
rescurces. The sources of revenue of the State are more or less limited 
but even these limited sources the Goveruinent is reluctant to tap. This is 
evident from he fact that the Government has deferre: the scheme of 
nationalization of transport which was discussed threadbare by the House 
sometime back. The nationalization schemes can only bring more revenue 
to the State whether it may be nationalization of transport or any other 
means of production. Tins is only by increased revenue that we can 
improve the economy of the State. I am of the opinion that unless the 
Government take a bold step to nationalize all means of production, it ~ 
cannot expect substantial increase in its revenues on which depends solely 
the betterment of the masses. Besides this, the Government should have 
tried for the promotion of health measures to improve public health in 
accordance with the Directive Principles of the Constitution. There are 
many villages in our district where there is no arrangement for the 
supply of drinking water. I had thought that some kind of scheme would Sa 
be worked out to help the people of Kangra district to get drinking water 

as has Leen done in the case of Bet ilaqa. 
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' Mehta Ranbir Singh. ( Ludhiana and Ferozepore General, Rural) 
(Hindustani) : Sir, the Government has presented this Budget after hard 
labour and careful consideration. I have been listening attentively to the 
speeches of hon Members on the treasury benches first on the day of general 
discussion and then on the day of cut motions on the demands for grants. I 
think it is their moral duty to support it but it is s:range that they have disow- 
ned it like an illegitimate child. My honourable Friend Chaudbri Krishna Gopal 
Dutt while dealing with the different financial aspects of the Budget pointed 
out many defects in it but the Government has made little attempt to answer 
the various points raised by him. It isan established fact that it is the duty 
of the Government to improve the economic condition of the people but I 
regret to say that the Government has done very little in this direction. It 
has failed to provide any relief to the poor classas and has not assured freedom 
from want to the common man. Our Government has like a bantya embarked 
upon State Trading. The people were very much sick of this.dhotiwala 
baniya in the past and now they are almost tired of this baniya, Government. . 
The officers have now-a-days attained high proficiency in fawning and grovel- 
ling about the Ministers and pay little rezard to the welfare of the people in 
the State. They would like to bask in the sunshine of their favours instead 
of doing anything for the good of the State. Another point that { would like 
to mention is that our province used to take pride for producing fine quality 
of wheat but now I hear that groundnut cake flour is going to be mixed with 

wheat flour which will naturally undermine the health of the public. The ground- 
nut oil cake is generally used asamanure or fodder for the animals, It 
contains about 7 percent of nitrogen and is mostly not digestible .by human 


beings. 


Moreover, I would suggest that efforts should be made to adopt modern 
system of farming in order to step up production, The present cost of produc~ 
‘tion is bound to be high as agriculture is carried on with old and traditional 
methods. I think that by the introduction of modern and scientific methods 


_ the cost of production will be appreciably lowered. It is also imperitive that 


with a view ‘to raising the level of production the monkeys or other wild . 
animals which destroy the crops, should be killed. Apart from this, the 
Government has not tried to secure for its people freedom from | disease. 
Whatever little arrangements have been made are confined to big towns and 
that too require considerable improvement. 


There is no reason why all the money should be spent on providing 
amenities of life to the urban population. In towns, there are so many privat 
practitioners whose help and advice is available to everone. Then there ' 
another important matter, to which I want to draw the attention of t] 
Government. In England there is a national scheme of health insuran 
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and medical aid. It is time our Government introduced some such scheme 
in this State. It has in its employ so many highly paid doctors, who are at 
the same time carrying on private practice, and who, therefore, take little 
interest in the patients who visit the Government hospitals for medical aid 
and advice. It is important that they should no longer be allowed to do 
private practice. They should be compelled to render free aid to everybody who 
goes to them. Private practice by doctors in Government Service should be 
made a legal offence. The Government should employ sufficient number of 
doctors as well so that free medical aid is available to every person. 


‘ Only the other day, the hon. Chief Minister stated that his Government 
had opened two rural dispensaries during the last year Sir, one of these 
dispensaries. is in Ludhiana district and I know for certain that initiative in 
this matter was not taken by the Government and so the credit does not go 
to it. It was being run by the public themselves even before the partition. 
All that the Government has done is to accord recognition to it. There are 
many other dispensaries in the rural areas, which are being run by the ,people. 
Instead -of providing so much money for hospitals in towns, where there aʻe 
already so many private practitioners and nursing homes, why doesn’t the 
Government take all these dispensaries in their own hands and run them 
properly ?: 

© Nowa few words about ‘freedom from ignorance’. Instead of properly 
utilizing the money earmarked for the education of the peuple, the Govern- 
ment is squandering it away thoughtlessly. When a private college is going to 
be opened at Hissar, I wonder why the Gove nment is bent upon opening a 
Government College there. The Governme.t can effect a saving and at the 
same time achieve its object by giving agrint to the private college and 
dropping the idea of opening a Government College. In this wav it will have 
to spend only one-third of the proposed anount, and it can spead the 
remaining two thirds for some other useful purpose. But the Government 
probably thinks differently How can it tolezate that there should be no 
Government College at Hissar, a place fron where three of the hon. 
Ministers hail ? i 

© But, Sis, this Government is nota private firm ora limited company 
existing for the benefit of the Ministers. ‘t owes it to the whole province 
to make efforts for the welfare of the people in general and to spend money 
towards this end. It isits duty to spend for the benefit of the people who 
contribute most to its coffers. If the rural tes were not contributing any- 
thing to the State revenues, there would have been some reason to ignore 
them but when they are contributing most, they naturally expect services 
and benefits in return. To waste money on financing to an unnecessary 
extent a college at Simla and running another at Hissar does not behove a 
Government which spends nothing for the benefit of the rural population. 
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When it has to add toits revenues, the Government turns its eyes towards 

the villages and when it is the question of spending, it turns its back upon 

them. Only the other day, I had submitted that our Government skould 

follow the path shown by the late-lamented Mahatma Gandhi, who always 
nae pleaded the cause of the upliftment of the downtrodden and backward classes. 
The Government should not spend public money in any way it pleases. The 
Government exchequer is not the private purse of the Ministers. It must 
be utilized for the good of the people in general and not merely for the good 
of the people who wait in the form of deputations on the Ministers and 
humour their vanity. 


Now there is another matter which I would like to impress upon this 
Government. Sir, it is essential for a State that all its officials from the 
highest to the lowest should not only be honest but that they should have 
a reputation for integrity and incorruptibility among the public. Unfortu- 
nately, Sir, this is not the case in our province. Not to speak of their 
officials, even our Ministers are not above.suspicion. People talk such things 
about them in public places as it is very difficult for me to narrate here, nor 
do I think it proper to do so. For instance, if it were said about a Minister 
that he is giving shelter in his bungalow to his wife’s nephew who is an 
absconder in some steel scandal case, it will surely be a bad reflection on his 
conduct and will bring a bad name to the Government. Again for instance 
if it were said that a certain Minister while going down stops at the Solon, 
Brewery and takes undue- advantage of his official position, surely it would 
. not redound to the credit of the Government. (Interruption) 


An hon. Member: And if on enquiry, Mehta Sahib is found in possession 
of a truck, what action should be taken ? . 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : The Minister concemed should be E or 
hanged if he does not know the action to be taken. Sir, I was stressing 
that Ministers, like Caesar’s wife, must be above all’ suspicion. They 
should inspire confidence among the people by their unimpeachable conduct. 

ai Hon, Minister for Labour should realize that a Minister’s position is entirély 
j different from a preacher of the Arya Samaj, who may take meals with any- 
l body and accept whatever is presented to him. The former’s conduct 
involves the prestige of the Government and the whole State. Personally, 
the Ministers may not be affected but every sirgle action of theirs has its 
effect on the : prestige and reputation . o the Government. They should not 

think in terms of the saying —- 
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It is, therefore, essential that the Ministers should be very cautious, 


because every action of their’s will have its effect on the public life according 
to the popular saying :— | 


JAU UAL TA RA | | ba. 
GH Im Se UTA 


They should set example of upright conduct for others. They should inspire 
feeling in the people that justice shall be done to all and that every case 
will be dealt with on its merits. | j 


There isa great resentment among the people that even judiciary in 
this State is no` free from the interference ofthe executive. In other states s 
such as U.P., Bombay and Madras, judicial functions have been completely ~4 
separated from executive functions. So long as this is not done in this province 
all talk of individual liberty will be nothing but sheer mockery. Those who 
read the ruling of the Magistrate trying steel scandal cases in Ambala, 
must have become aware of the manner in which the executive interferes 
with the work of administrition of justice in this province and the potential 
danger of giving ‘both kinds of functions in the same hands, Let the ruling 
of this Magistrate serve as an object lesson to our Government and prompt 
it to take immediate steps to make the judiciary independent of executive 
interference.: It is only then that the humblest man will approach the 
courts for securing justice with some confidence, even if the complaint is 
against the Chief Minister. That will be real freedom and safeguarding of 
fundamental rights. There can be no justice so long as judiciary is amenable 
to the desires of the executive. If the executive succeeds in influencing the 
course of justice, people will surely say that there is no ‘rule of law’ and that 
‘might isright’ so far as this State is concerned. Then, Sir, only the other 
day, the hon. Chief Minister had remarked that as he himself had beena 
revolutionary, he knew how to suppress the revolution. For his information, I 
might here quote a few pregnant words spoken by tue great political philosop er ; 
Edmund Burke. ‘Revolutions are brought not by those who lack power sal 
but by those who hold power and use it badly.” 


I would request the hon. Ministers to give a little thought to these words. i 

Why the jails are to-day packed with Communists ? Does this not show 

that the Government has failed to mete out even-handed justice to all ? Is it 

not.a preof of the fact that instead of giving just treatment to all, the 
Ccoverrnert icut tosupypress its politital opponents? Is it not using the 
administrative machinery for furtherance of party purposes ? Is not the = 
Government responsible for creating such circumstances as would leave no ` 
other alternative to the p-ople, except resorting. to.violence ? It is time the 
Government gave thought to th2 root causes of all the ills the country 
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is suffering from. People will not tolerate serfdom for very long. No- 
body can deceive them for all time to comme. They know they are the real 
source of power and when their patience is exhausted, they will know how 
to deal with those who pay no deference to their wishes. The earlier the 
Government realizes its responsibility the better would it be for all concerned. 


Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar (Non-Union Labour) (Hindi: Sir, 
there is a saying in English. * He who pays the piper, can call the 
tune ” But I am grieved to say that we are for that matter the people 
who will pay but shall not be able to call the tune. Today is the last day 
for discussion on the Budget and we have to examine whether through 
our collective efforts in this Assembly, by our discussion, criticism and 
offers of various suggestions to the Government, we have been able 
to inspire any hope and confidence among the people. As a matter of 
fact the people should be made to pay taxes unly when they can be 
assured that all revenues raised from them will -be spent in accordance 
with their desires. This is size qua non of all constitutional systems 
that are designed on the democratic principles. The Ministers and other 
Government functionaries should so conduct themselves that people should 
have faith in their ability, integrity and earnestness. Today, I must 
confess that people have no such faith. Our ability is doubted and 
honesty is challanged. 


Here I do not mean to be personal or to suggest that some of us 
are better than the others. I am talking of all collectively. Many of us 
including the ex-Ministers «nd present Ministers, even Members have been 
weighed and found wanting by the public. We are still being weighed. 
We must be a little introspective. We have all proved unfit for and 
unequal to the heavy task imposed on us by the present generation, 
The public is the sole Judge of what the Ministers or the Members of 
this House have been doing. But one thing I canaffirm and without 
fear of any contradiction. It is that none of us, the present Ministers, 
or ex-Ministers, or we as Members have succeeded in inspiring that hope 
and confidence in their leadership, which is the need of the time and on 
which the’ moral structure of our nation is to be erected and it is time 
for us to seriously consider as to what is after all the reason for it, 
The most painful and dangerous thing in this connection is the fact 
that the public has no faith in the integrity of this Government. It was 
not only during this session but in the prev.cus sessions also that hon. Members 
had repeatedly asked questions with regard to the so-called ‘‘steel scandal’’. The 
Government ought to have come with a clean conscience, should have laid 
all the cards on the table, taken public into full confidence and assured 


$ 
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that it meant business. However, this was not done; neither by the 
previous Ministry nor by the present one, 


What pained me most today, was the judgement delivered by 
Diwan Hukam Chand Who had been appointed to deal with the steel cases. 


He has passed severe strictures on the Government. Now I wish that the pi 
Government takes a hint from this judgenent and refrains from interfering 

in judicial matters’ in future. Its interference rouses unnecessary suspicion. 

It should act in an impartial and straight-forward manner. We have to hang 

our heads in shame when. we find such | strictures passed against our: 
Government -a Congress Government. 


= The other thing that I wish to bring is that our Government is in 
the habit of doing things very slowly. It does things when all grace is 
lost. When I went to my constituents during the days of my election 
campaign, I spoke to my constituents about the thirteen or fourteen acts 
that. our Central Legislature had enacted for the benefit of labour. 
Legislation is on the statute book today, ‘but naturally the Centre has 
left ittc the option of the State Governments to put these laws into 
operation as and when it deems proper. But these acts are placed in 
our province in a “cold storage ’’. They are a dead letter. And today, 
my constituents question me, where are those laws that had been designed 
to protect the workers, rights. What can I reply? They feel as if they 
had been deceived. Who is responsible for all that ? Why does not our 
Government exhibit a littl: promptitude, a little earnestness ? Let us for 
example take. the Minimum Wage Act. Jt was to have effect from the 
Ist of March, but only a Committee was appointed on that date to 
go into this question. And this is not all. Alot of unnecessary conflict 
is. going on between the Labour Department and the Industries Department 
of the Government. The Labour Department appears. to be concentrating 
on the interests of labour and the Industries Department on those of the 
Industrialists and the pity is that nobody bothers to resolve their 
differences. So far the duties and scope of these two departments have 
not been clearly defined. Some of the Labour Laws are administered by 
the Labour Department and some by the Industries Department. Consequently 
there is no coordination, no common policy. It is simply disgusting to 
see the poor workers arrested and sent to prison whenever they 
attempt to voice their demands. Bans are imposed on their peaceful 
activitizs and thcir movement is suppressed. Even at this time a 
considerable number of them is rotting in the Amritsar jail, A large 
number of workers is sent to jail as a result of their Trade Union 
activities. Who2ver raises a voice of justice for the worker, is suppected: j 
to be. a Com.nunist, Our Goəveranənt sees Communists everywhere. They 
have become a nightmare. This fear complex has been responsible for sending 
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any number of promising and innocent youngmen into detention. Í would 
certainly not object if those who are arrested are regularly prosecuted 
under the law in the ordinary courts for their’ offences but just to arrest 
them and detain them by am’ executve’ order is most reprehensible. No 
civilized Government: professing democracy could be proud of this. His 
Excellency the Governor was pleased to’ say the other day in his address 
that peace prevailed throughout the State but what kind of peace is it ? 
This is the peace of the grave. I am forced to say that this peace is 
not a jot different from that which prevailed during the British rule 


during the years from 1942 to 1945 in India. After going through the 


great ordeal of those days of repression and having experienced all that, 
I with Congress Government could have set a better examiple. They should. 
have proved more the men of the people, and should have more relied 
on the enlightened public opinion for the suppréssion of the unhealthy 
tendencies than on their bullets, bayonets and prisons. This state of affairs 
is a slur on the fair name of the Congress. What is in fact wanted is 
that we should create such conditions in the State, such a living, strong 
and effective public opinion that there should be no necessity 
to take shelter behind repressive laws. The need for making some persons 
as ‘detenus ’ should not at all arise. I am not talking of mere impracticable 
idealism. We must practice, what we have so long professed, otherwise, 
we too are made of the same poor clay. There appears to bea police raj 
now-a-days in the State, In 1946-47 a sum of Rs. 2,42,00,000 was spent 
on police but in the Budget before us for 1950-51, a provision has been 
made for Rs. 2,48,00,000 for this Department. I fail to find the reason 
of increase. in expenditure when after Partition our population is. only 
40 percent of that of the united Punjab. | : 


Sir, the other day, my hon. Friend Shri Virendra gave a valuable 
stiggestion when he sdid that a planning commission be appointed for the 
benefit of ‘the State. I do not know why this idea was ridiculed by some, 
It was not proper’ for anybody to doso. It really gave me a painful 
shock, when all the hon. Members, and the Leader of the House the 
Chief Minister stood up the other day and ridiculed the economic experts. 
He’ is himself an “expert in his own profession. He was talking about the 
economists just in the strain as the most ignorant quacks talk of the 
expert medica’ meñ. This is the age of science,.and no man having a 
scientific mane can gions fellow scientists. 


I think it is i the fitness af TTEN that experts from other States be 
invited to suggest us ways and means for our economic reorganisation. 
It is dangerous to depend on and be led by services, particularly -in 
the matter of framing policies.. These setvices were at one: time called 
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bureaucracy but I think it is better to call them “ brakeocracy ” as they 
have always serv ed and are still serving as brakes on our onward march. 


Our Prime Minister recently remarked that he saw brakes and brakes 
in the Governmental structure ; as soon as one was removed another stu-k 
and checked the progress. Unfortunately, our Ministers have entangled 
themselves in the intricacies of the official routines they remain buried 
under huge piles of files, and get no time for independent thinking. This 


is a perilous state of affairs, Our Ministers should not lose touch with the 
people, or else they would lose all their charm. So long as the Minist:y 
does not ‘take bold ‘teps in defiance of the services, matters cannot be set 
right. “Today our Ministers rely more on the services than on 
their own life-long colleagues. It was promised that tenancy legislation 
would be passed in this session. Why no Bill has been brought on that 
subject ? I know the bureaucracy which represents the vested interests 
stands in the way. So long as we do not get rid of the bureaucratic 
mentality and red-tapism, ve can make no progress. At the same time, 
I feel that the hon. Ministers cannot take any bold step till they have 
full support of the Members of this House. If evẹry day an a.tempt is 

made tə obtain signatures of the Members on a motion of confidence, or 
no con dence, the condition cannot be improved. If we wish to act 
earnestly and seriously for the progress of the State, we should support 
the Government which we cnce decide to set up. So long as we, the 
Members of this House, do not assure the Government of our full and loyal 
support, it cannot do any substantial work for the prosperity of the State, 


(At this stage, Mr. Speaker vacited the Chair and it was occupied 
by Mr. Deputy Speaker). | 


Thakur Dalip Singh (Kangra South, General, Rural) (Punjabi) : Sir, we 
discussed the Budget for about eight days and now we are considering the 
Appropriation Bill. Several hon. Members voiced the views of the ruralites 
The hon. Ministers also stated that they had great sympathy with them and 
were doing several things for their benefit. Everybody must have come 
to know froma study of the Budget whether something had acually been 
done for them. It is only lip sympathy to say that the Government was 
anxious to improve the lot of the ruralites. There is saying in Punjab: 


AZT AT Mat aa a AFR ea a art 
age wg sod Sar ud fex gas wet 


In other words, the Government was loud in expressing its concern for 
the rurlites but did not have the least feeling for them. Inthe whole of the 
Budget, there is no provision for the opening, of new schools or hospitals in 
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the rural areas. If some dispensaries already exist, no provision has been 
made for the supply of sufficient medicines to these. On the contrary, the ' 
ruralites have been burdened with several kinds of taxes. They have to 
pay the local-rate, the taxes imposed by the Panchayats and now the water 
rate has also been increased. These people say that they expected reduction 
in taxes when the Congress came into power but their expectations have been 
completely belied. Many staunch Congressites are sitting here who say that 
they would do their best to ameliorate the condition of the ruralites. There 
is a saying in persian which means that by the time the remedy is applied, 
the sufferer would have perished. I am at a loss to understand as to when 
; these Congress Ministers, members of the Legislative Assembly and the services 
would do something for these people. 


= Mr. Deputy Speaker, asa resident of Kangra you know the condition of 
that district. Its roads are in such a bad condition that one cannot go to 
Hamirpur for about four months in the rainy season. If a military sepoy 
on leave wishes to reach his village in Hamirpur Tehsil, he has to carry his 
luggage on his back and walk for several miles through water. When the 
Commander-in-chief and the hon. Defence Minister paid a visit to Palampur, ` 
they promised to improve the condition; of roads in my district but nothing 
has be'n done so far. Nonew school has been opened at any place in the 
district In the schools which already exist, two shifts are arranged for the 
education of students. Some boys study in the morning and others in the. 
afternoon. In the case of some places, the residents of the area have promised 
to meet any loss which may have to be incurred by the opening of new schools. 
The Government or the District Boards will have to incur no additional | 
expenditure. | 


Chief Minister: Has the District Board Kangra undertaken to make 
good any loss which may be caused by the opening of new schools ? 


An hon, Member: A new school has been opened in Dalhousie. 


Thakur Dalip Singh: The residents of the villages have undertaken 
' to meet any loss which may be caused. Itis said that a new school has been 
aes? opened in Dalhousie. It has been done forthe benefit of the children of 
officers living there and not for. the poor villagers. Dalhousie alone is in this 
; State and it is surrounded on all sides by the territory of Himachal Pradesh. 
A school already existed in Dalhousie and the one which has now been 
opened is meant for the children of Government servants posted there. When- 
ever some suggestion is made for the provision of better facilities in my 
district, it is said that ‘Kangra can wait.’ 1 am unable to understand when 
the task of fresh resettlement of land will be taken np in this district. Instead 
- of providing more facilities, those which already existed are being taken away. 
This has been the case with motor-transport. To start with, the Govern- 
ment has decided to nationalise motor-tiansport: of Kangra district. 
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In connection with the ‘Grow-More-Food Scheme’, I beg to submit that 
there is plenty of water available in Kangra district but all of it goes waste. 
The Government has not spent a penny ‘in providing means of irrigation 
in this district. People have constructed afew water-courses at their own 
expense. I shall request the Government to make permanent the tempor- 
ary canal-division which: has recently been opened in Kangra, It is the 
duty of the Government to take the task of irrgation in its own hands. If 
the water flowing in streamlets and Khuds is properly harnessed and a perma- 
nent office of the canal department is opened in Kangra, half of its area can be 
brought under cultivation. If suitable arrangement is made with the help 
of hydrants, Hamirpur and Dehra Tehsils can be supplied as much water 
as they require Similarly, if dams can be constructei on these Beene 
chos, large areas of land can be brought under cultivation. 


< As regards hospitals, in an answer to my question put some days back, 
the hon. Chief Minister stated that eighteen hospitals have been opened in 
Kahgra District during this year. But I regret to say that no'such’ hospitals 
have been opened in Kangra District during this year Either the informa- 
tion supplied tothe Chief Minister is inccrrect or he gave the answer without 
caring to think. I can state for his information that not’ a single hospital 
has been opened in Kangra District during this a Howey er, we shall feel 
obliged if steps are taken to open them now. a A o É 


. Now Sir, I come to the condition of the existing hospitals, I can say. 
without any hesitation that it is far from satisfactory. This reminds me of 
those days when we used to criticize the administration under the British. 
Then we used to say that the condition of the hospitals was uch that pure 
water was administered to the patients under misleading labels pasted on the 
bottles. The “quantity as well as the quality of medicines was bad, resulting 
in little benefit, or comfort to the patients. i am sorry. to‘note that the 
same state of affairs continues even to day and no improvement. appears to 
be made. The doctors complain that meagre sums are made. available for 
medicines with the result that they are compelled to mix water.  . S 

Minister. for Rehabilitatisa : Water has to be added:to medicines 


Lot. 
a 


while administering it to the pai Hor 


Thakur Dalip Singh : Of course, r ‘admit. chase. . But there must be 
some limit to this process of dilution. I hope ‘that the condition. of hospitals 
will be improved. Better medicines and equipment should be provided. 
The scheme of touring dispensaries which was once considered in undivided 
Punjab should be taken up again and it should be given a practical shape 
soon. Motors may be used whtre they can reach. Otherwise, ponies may be 
utilized for taking medical aid to out of the way places. These are some of 
the important points to which I wish to draw the attention of the Government 
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- and I do hope that in view of the needs of the villagers our Government will 


try to consider my views and put them into practical shape as far as possible. 
| (At this stage, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair) 
Chaudhri Kartar Singh ( Hoshiarpur West General Rural ) (Punjabi): 


Sir, the speeches delivered in the House to-day and during the course of 


‘Budget discussions give an impression that the Chief Minister belongs to the 


‘Congress Party while many of the speakers belong to some other party. 


This undesirable practice of making destructive and useless criticism should 
be avoided. It has been stated in some quarters that there has been no 


planning and that no new schemes have been under-taken-and that this is 


an ordinary Budget. The hon. Members are well aware of the fact that 


the financial position of our State is very weak, our resources are limited 


and who-so-ever may be the Chief Minister and whatever party may be in 
power we will have to look up to the Centre for financial help, otherwise 
it would become very difficult for us to make our both ends meet. In the 
present state of affairs, I find some hon. Members putting forth demands 
that the Government should construct roads in such and such districts and 
that hospitals, schools and so many other things should be opened here and 
there and that consolidation of holdings should be carried out immediately. 
All these things are desirable but when the question of raising money for them 
by means of taxes comes up for consideration it. meets with a vehement 
opposition. I cannot understand why this habit of criticising without any 
purpose which we have got asa legacy from the Unionist Government still 


. persists? Even after the achievement of independence we have not been 
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able to leave this habit. We cannot do anything positive. When we go 
outside we donot try to console the unfortunate refugees who come to us 
for heip. We don’t try to lessen their miseries; we do not face them and tell 
them that the hanis of the Government are full, We don’t try to place the diffi- 
culties of our Goverament before the puolic. Instead of contributing our bit for 
solving the problems that face us we go on criticizing the Government. To 
such critics my advice is that they should oaly wait and see for two years 
during which period the Goverainant hopes to solve many of the difficulties of 
the displaced persons : 


Shri Kedar Nath Saigal: But people will die during this period. 


© Chaudhri Kartar Singh: Neither you nor I have done anything to save 
them. Whatever has been done for them was done by the Punjab Government. 
We only talk and criticize. We goand sit at Delhiand Ambala. But it is 
Government only which remained here and fought against odds. We might 
have made recommendations here and there but nothing solid has been done 
by us. It was the Government which came to the rescue of millions of 
displaced persons, while we only indulged in useless criticism. In this respect 
Iam glad that to-day the ex-Premier made a speech which was full of 
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constructive suggestions, He has suggested that the need of the hour is to 
impart military training to the people’ near the border and to distribute 
arms in“the border districts. I strongly support his sugyestions and appeal to 
the Chief’ Minister: that the ‘present system of issuing licenses should be 
dispensed: with so far as the border areas are concerned and -3)3 rifles should 
bé ‘stipplied ‘to all the persons near the border at cheap rates between hundred 
and tws hundred rupees. The order, which the ex-Premier issued in his time 
thatthe people cannot be given arms as against the regular police force was, 
in my opinio 1, inexpedient. It should not have been issued and now I think 
it should be withdrawn forthwith. It is strange that the people near the 
border can purchase arms from the Pakistan side of the border but our 
Government does not make arrangements to see that our people are armed 
against any danger that may arise any time. The farmers near the border 
are always exposed to risk. Their wives anl daughters run the risk when 
they carry meals to the fields. In order to provide them with weapons to 
defend their lives and honour we should take steps to see that action in this 
matter is takea as soon as possible. At present we find that’ poor persons are 
unable to buy rifles. It is my humble suggestion that rifles at prices 
ranging between one hundredand two hundred should be made available to 
them I hope our Chief Minister will be good enough to issue necessary 
orde's s in respect of rural population of the bor der districts. 


Thea, it has been stated that Governm21t work has been suffering for 


want of able men. I do not see eye to eye with this observation. I am of 
_ the opinion.that the work of the Government will be carried on irrespective 


of ` who ` holds the portfolio of Finance. I feel the real criterion 


of the. strength of the Government is that it has the fullest support of 
‘the people. I think if my hon. Friends abandon the practice of running to 


Delhi and fnaking complaints to the High Gor eumane: only then PRUNE suppprt 
can be...... : 


W- Mr. Speaker: Please leave aside Delhi and avoid making any , 
reflectio 1s. a 


Chaudhri Kartar Singa : Well, Sir, my submission is that if running 
to Delhi is abandoned, the State of Punjab can again flourish ‘ind thrive as 
it used’ to be. it is my fervent desire that Punjab should be for the Punjabis. 


- (Hear, hear). The question ‘of Agriculturists and Non- -agriculturists should 
not agitate the mind of the public. There should be complete unity among 
` our ranks, and the province should be made as strong as a rock. (Hear hear, 


' Tam of the view that if we close our ranks and be united like one man) 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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pains should be spared -to make it strong and the proverbial sword arm of 


India. 


Then, Sir, it has been suggested that a commission should be set up 
to gointo the question of effecting improvement in the services. I whole- 
heartedly support this suggestion. I feel that there are certain defects in 
the services, which demand a radical change at an earlydate. [ have 
submitted to the hon. Chief Minister many a time that the present red-tapism 
in the offices, which isa legacy of the British regime, should be done away 
with and some improvements should be brought about in the services with a 
view to keep them abreast of the modern times. It goes without saying 
that we are passing through a transitional period after the attainment of 
freedom Now what is the state of affairs obtaining in the offices? We find 
that it takes very long, sometimes months, for the orders of the hon. Ministers 
to reach the suoordinate offices. It is all due to lack of co-ordination on the 
part of the Heads of the Departments. Ican quote instances in support of 
my assertion. Sometime back a number of parts of a capital machinery 
working at the Bhakra Dam site, went out cf order and required replace- 
ment. Since they were not available in India, they were to be imported 
from abroad. But for eight months dollars sufficient to cover the price 
could not be released and I wonder if those accessories have been received 
even by now. This delay i is not natural. It is due to something lacking 
in the coordination of work. The matter dozs not stop here. So far as the 
execu! ion of Bhakra Dam and Nangal projects are cocerned, two high officers 
are controlling it. One is in charge of the construction work and the other 
controls the entire establishment employed for the purpose. Now this dual 
control “does not contribute a whit to the efficiency of the work. The 


employees under the Coastraction Chief Engineer think that the power for 
Promotion or trans! er Or penalty for bad work ` vests inthe other Head, so 


they can easily evade hard work. Iti is common knowledge that a subordin- 


ate will work hard and efficiently only when he knows -that his work will be 


appreciated by the Head of Department, who will reward him with promotion. 
But if he knows that the man under whom he is working. cannot help him 


~in any way in the matter of promotion, he will certainly not put in the same 


amount of work which. he would have done in the former case. So I am of the 


opinion that both these ‘Chief Engineers should have equal - powers of adm- 
ainistration so that the work may be coordinated in a better way. I would 
sk the hon. Chief Minister to b? aware of. the conspiracy of the Secretariat 


which stands i in his way for bringing about coordination of work, He should 


adopt: means to raise them UP... ee 


Punjab Vidhan Sabha 


Digitized by; 
Panjab Di 


ital Library 


Mr. Speaker - ne word ‘ ‘conspiracy’ is, a 4 strong word, 


Chaudhri Kartar Singh - My submission is that the Heads of the 
Departments are very shrewd people. Tt should be bronght home'to them by 


Orig 
Pun 


Digi 


Panjim 


| 


jal with; 


(16) 64 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [27th March, 1940 
(Chaudhri Kartar Singh] 

the hon. Chief Minister that coordination of the work is extremely necessary for 
a good administration. In this connection, I am reminded of a railway bridge 
which was to be constructet by the railway authorities on Sarsa Nadi. 


Our P. W. D , too, had to build a read bridge on that river along side the 


railway bridge. If our departmental Head had any sense of coordination of 


„work, he could have started the construction of,that ‚bridge in conjunction 


with the railway authorities. But this would not suggest itself to him and the 
-construction of that road b:idge has been now started. Well, Sir, what I 


want to drive at is that we are passirg through such times under which it is 


not possibl: for one man to accomplish everything single-handed.. Similarly 


a Chief Minister, whosoever he may be, cannot succeed in shouldering the 
onerous reponsibility of running the administration of the province sing e 


handed unless he has the fullest support of all sections of the House. 


. Then, Sir, I would like to bring a few important matters to the notice 
of the hon. Chief Minister. 


Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member should renember that his time is 


- almost up. 


Chaudhri Kartar Siagh: I sha!l be very brief, Sir. I wou'd request 
the hon. Chief. Minister to kindly see that arrangem2nts are made for the 
distribution of all the controlled commodities in the rural areas through 


, cooperative societies. [am sure so long as this is not done, complaints from 


the rural people regarding maldistributioa of controlled commodities are 
bound to come. I think that they wali be better served under the cooper- 
ative societies than under the existing arrangements. Then I would suggest 


, to him that Agricultural Binks be opene] which sould advance mon€y to the 

. Zamindars for tne improvement of Agriculture. I am of the opinion that so 
_: long as our Agricultural industry is not brought in line with other advanced 
_ countries, our province will not make any substantial progress. I feel that 
_ the establishment of an Agricultural Bank will go a long way in providing 
_ the Zamindars with loans for purchasing and, utilising the modern agricultural 

| implements the use of which will result in increased production. Besides 
. this, there is yet another important matter and itis this. You are perhaps 


aware, Sir, that under the British regime, the Delhi administration was 
linked with the Punjab in certain matters and the Punj.bis used to have 
75 percent share ia that administration, Now that share has considerably 
gone down and we find that the Chief Commissioner and the .Deputy Comm- 
issioner of Delhi do not belong to Punjab. That is why the Punjabis are 
not receiving fair treatment at the hanl; of the these oficers. There is no 
Punjabi high oficer who shoull safeguard the interests of the Punjabi 
refugees there. I would ask the House to request the hon. Chief Minister 
to press for the share of the Punjabis in the administration of Delhi, other- 
‘wise even the present share, whatever it is, will dwindle dowa anl the 
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result will be that the Punjabi refugees will have nobody to look arte their 
interests. 


In the end, I would submit that if the Government desire that the hon. 
Ministers should not be made a target of severe criticism, then I would 
make a specific suggestion. I suggest that advisory boards should be set up 
and attached to every hon. Minister. All those hon. Members who have 
thorough knowledge of certain departments should be asked to serve on the 
respective adv sory boards with a view to advising the hon. Minister for the 
improvement of administration. The result will be that on the one hand 
the admintration will be improved and on the other those Members will not 
criticise the hon. Ministers in the following sessions of the Assembly. Thus 
the burden of the hon. Ministers would be lightened to a considerable extent 
and they would be saved. of diatribes from the hon. Members. I am sure, 
if the hon. ‘Chief Minister would accept my suggestions, there will be an 
all-round progress in the State of -Punjab. One thing more and I have 
finished. I want to impress upon the Government with all the emphasis at 
my command and on behalf of the House that they should not spare any 
pains to mobilise all means for the construction of the Bhakra Dam and 
Nangal Projects. They should tap all sources to find out money and even 
obtain loans from the Central Government to’ the maximum extent with a 
view to completing these projects within five oe so that the Punjab may 
stand on its own legs. (Cheers). - a ae ae 


Sardar Ajit Singh (Ex-Member, West Punjab < Assembly represen». 


ting South—West Punjab Sikh, Rural) (Puajahi): “Mr. Speaker, 


our Government have been giving top priority to the rehabilitation 
problem during the last twoand a half years and ‘they have madė 
every éndeavour to solve it even with the-help éf the Central Government. 
But déspite these efforts this problem has not been fullv-solved, I am of — 
the opinion that unless all the refugees fron the West Punjab are satisfac- 
torily rehabilitate}, -they canat lerla contented life. Then there is an 
other kindred ‘mitter of cqually vital importance and itis the question of 
consolidation of holdings of land. Last year a measure to this effect was 
enacted but could not be enforced due to certain defects in it. Besides, we 
have been told bythe Government that consolidation work will be taken 
in hand after the completion of the allotment of lands to the refugees. — 
Till then it would not be possible to act upon this measure. But I feel that 
since the allotment work has been ac:onplished to a considerable extent, 
the work of consolidation of lands should be undertaken vigorously. As 3 


matter of fact we have been greatly disappointed at th? magre amount of 
14 lakhs of rupees earmarked for. this purpose. I may tell the Government | 
that any delay in accumplisning the task of consolidation of holdings would 
adversely affect the Grow More Food Schemes, which will not prove a success 
unless, consolidation work is. taken in hani immediately, In this connection 
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it has been stated by the Government that they would complete the consolida- 
tion of holdings witnin five years. This is a long period. I would make 
suggestions to the. Government by which it would be easily possible for 


them to finish this work within two years. The first thing that I would like. 


to suggest is that the survey of the land in connection with the consolidation 
of land holdings should be conducted as early as possible through the Survey 
Department of the Government of India, If this work is entrusted to them 
I am sure, this work which would ordinarily take our Government two to 
three .years in surveying the jands of one district would be completed 
by them within three or four months. If Government of Jndia is 
approached to lend the services of the Survey Department, then I am sure 
the whole of the survey work in connection with the consolidation of land 
holdings would be completed within o12 year. [t will not be out of place 
to mention here that survey of the land conducted by the Survey Department 
of the Central Government woill bə quite accurate and scientific. The 
survey. work thus conducted would also go a long way in linking villages by 
wide, straight and good roads. If his survey work is conducted through 
the Survey Department of India, 1 am sure this will give entire satisfaction 
to the zamindars. It. goes without saying that this work if conducted 
properly would also go.a long way in facilitating the work in connection with 
the consolidation of land holdings. Under the circumstances, I would request 


_the hon. Minister-in-charge to approach th2 C2atral Goveranant to lend the 


services of the Ceatral Survey Departm2at to conduct ‘this work, 


I: would like to bring this point home to the hon. Minister that so far 
as the work in connection with the consolidation of land holdings is concerned, 


‘if our Government is not in a position to spare any money for it zamindars 


would be prepared to stand all the expenses incurred in this connection. As 
a matter of fact they are willing to. pay. any cess, except of course, the abiana 
which they are not willing to pay at any cost, which may be levied by the 
Government to accomplish this work. This is not all. If the Government 
wants to realize this cess today, they would be pr2pared to make this pay- 


ment as it is in their own interests todo so. It will not be out of place to 


mention here that our Government would be obliging the zamindars if this 
amount is realized from them on instalment basis so that they may be able 


to make their payments within a year or so. I take this opportunity ot 
E making an earnest appeal to the hon. Chief Minister to. take this work im 
_. emnection with the consolidation of land holdings in hand anl give top 


ptiority to it in the furtherance of the Grow More Food Schemes. 
(The Chief Minister was called to speak). 
Chaudpri Suraj Mal: Sir, this motion that is now before the House 


‘has been moved by the Leader of the House and as such he can have a 


right of reply only. He can rise up to give his reply when all the 
hon. Members who want to speak have had their say. As you have 
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noticed Sir, there are more than half a doz2a Members who still want 
to speak. I would submit that the Chief Minister should not be allowed 


to speak at this stage. Moreover, he can only speak after the closure 


motion has been moved and carried but so far no closure motion has been moved. 


4 Mr. Speaker: Had the hon. Members expressed their wish, I would 
have shortened the time limit in the beginning when I fixed 20 minutes 
for the person initiating the debate and 15 minutes for others. From the 
number of hon. Members who rose to speak,I got an impression, that 
the number of such hon. Members was not very large and that was why 
I fixed that time-limit. Now it is 5:30 and at 6, I have to apply 
guillotine and there are only 30 minutes left for the Chief Minister who 
has to reply to the criticism of all the hon. Members who have so far 
taken part in the debate. 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal: It is a very important matter and more time 
should have been given. | 


LD Mr. Speaker : That was the reason why I myself changed the rule 
and instead of applying the guillotine at 5, I have extended the time by 


one hour. Moreover, the hon. Member knows it perfectly well that all 
these matters were discussed during the debate on the Governor’s address, 


on the general discussion of the Budget and today. For all these reasons 


I think it is fair that the Chief Minister should be allowed to speak 
at this stage. 


Chief ‘Minister : (The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bh hargava) : Sir, since 


the guillotine. is to be applied at 6 p.m. and all the objections. raised 


by my hon. Friends in the course of their speeches with regard to the 
Bill now before the House, have to be replied, sufficient time is, therefore, 
needed for this. purpose. I had already requested you for more time and 
you have now been pleased to give me half an hour. However, I shall 
try my best to reply to the objections raised by my hon, Friends in such 
a short time. I am really thankful to my hon. Friend Shri Bhim Sen Sachar 
for giving very valuable and constructive suggestions which he was pleased 
to make in the course of his speech. As a matter of fact one is apt 
to expect valuable and constructive suggestions from my hon. Friend who 
had managed the Finance Department and had also been the Premier of 


this State. I take this opportunity oi thanking him once again for his 
- valuable suggestions. 


T 


One charge. has been levied against us and that is that excepting 
the Chief Minister, all other Ministers are not equal to the task. Here 
I wish to bring this point home to my hon. Friends in general and my 
hon. Faicrd {teo les nace this allegation in particular that under the 
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Constitution, the Governor appoints the Chief Minister and according to 
parliamentary practice it is the Chief Minister who selects the members 
of his Cabinet and after making this selection, whatever work is done, 
it is done with joint responsibility. If any work is done by a Minister 
it is said to be done on behalf of the Cabinet or in other words on 
‘behalf of the Government. If I say or do anything in the capacity of 
the Chief Minister, the responsibility for this does not fall on me 
alone, but on all my colleagues as well. Whatever I say, I I say that on my 
behalf and on behalf of my colleagues and we are all jointly 
rċsponsjble for that. My hon. Friend who has raised this objection 
and who has already worked as the Finance Minister of our 
State, knows it full well as to how a budget is prepared and 
how it has to pass through various stazes.. It will not be out of 
place to mention here that when my hon. Friend was working as the 
Finance Minister, at that time being the Premier, 1 had also taken a 
sufficient part in the preparation of the Budget. He also knows that 
the Budget has to be placed before the Cabinet He must have known that 


àt that time it was a matter of joint responsibility. By saying. this 


that the Ministry is not. equal to the task and that it is incapable of 
doing any thing and that the Chief Minister does the whole work, attempts 
are being made “ to dřive the thin end of the wedge between me and my 
T or give me ‘a bad name and thus discredit my colleagues. : 


Shii Kedar Nath Sawal: : The Ministry has dready e.rned a bad name 
what else does the hon. Chief Minister want now ? 

- Chief Minister: ‘It has been said by my hon. Friend that sinc? he 
happened to be the Member of the same party, he had no other 
alternative. but to” support the Budzet, otherwise he was not prapar d 
to support ‘it. I would like to make this point clear that it is really 
a matter of gratification to note that ia spite of such speeches on the 
floor of the House, our Party of which my hon. Friend claims to be 
a “Member, is as “strong and firm as a rock and I feel proud of it. It 
is also” a matter of gteat pride that the party whip ‘is being strictly 
obeyed and that the party is as strong as anything. However. I have 
no hesitation m making this point. clear that if the hon. Member’ has 
any objection and does not want to obey the party whip then he may 
choose to leave the ‘party. (Noise and interruption.) 


vA Mr. Speaker : I would ask the Chief. Minister not to refer to hese: 


remarks. Jt would be better if he avoids going into that. 


Chief Minister: Sir, it has been said that setting up of Planning 
Commission is the pressing need of the hour. It has also been said that 
in the absence of any Planning Commission about which no reference 
whatsoever has been made by the Government in the Budget. it is not 
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possible for us to make any progress in any direction. It has also been 
said that no short or long term planning in connection with rehabilitation 
has been devised by the Government. Here I would like to bring this 
point home to my hon. Friend that Government of India have already 
set up a Planning Committee and we are already represented there. 


It has also been said that a committee of officials should be set up 
ma and that this committee should be entrusted with the task of industrial 

planning and economic development of the State. My view is thata 

Planning Committee can work on an all-India basis and not on a provincial 
c basis. So far as Industrial Planning is concerned, we have already an 
| Industrial Planning Committee on an All-India basis. The Chief Minister 
and the. Ministers for Industri-s of all the States are invited to this 
Committee where they sit together and devise various plans. 


= Chaudhri Sher Singh : Does this Committee consist of officials only ? 


Chief Minister: Yes. Sir, we had set up an Industries Committee in the 
year 1946 and its report is with us andthe other report of two committees 
which were subsequently constituted is yet in the press. When it comes before 
the Government, it will take its decision as to how industry can be developed 
in viliages according to their report. The reports of the committees of 
industrialists have been examined by the Government from time to time 
and their recommendations whici were considered necessary have been 
implemented. The Planning Committee could work on an all-India basis 
and not on a provincial basis. The recommendations of the National 
Planning Commission that has been sət up by the Goverament of India will 
be implemented by all the States. We have also set up Rural Development 
Boards. according to the recomneaiations of the Economic Programme 
Committees constituted by the All India Congress Committee. Sich develop- 
ment boards have done appreciable work for the welfare of the rurai. class 
of people. If my bon. Friends had closely studied the Budget they would 
not have said that there are no plans for economic development of our State. 


oo -We have our own planning according to which we have been carrying 
a - out our objectives. Some of my hon. Friends have remarked that there should 
yt be agricultural planning in the State and that the system of crop insurance 


should be introduced in consozance with the needs of agriculture. Some 
have made suggestions for the opening of agricultur:l banks which should 
advance loans to agriculturists. I may inform the House that our Govern- 
ment had suggested to the Government of India for the establishment of 
ool an Agricultural Finance Corporation on the model of Industrial Finance 
p Corporation. This required a finance of 5 crores of rupees. A scheme was 
worked out according to which one crore of rupees were to be contibuterd’ 
by our Government and one crore of rupees by the Central Government 
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and a sum of rupees 3 crores was to be taken as loan from the Reserve Bank 
of India. The Government of (ndia was approached but it did not accept 
this proposal on the ground that the Government would not favour the 
idea of increasing inflation in the country. Sir, an objection has been 
raised that the Ministers are not equal to the task but I would not like to 
answer this criticism in the same strain. I would only say that such a 
criticism is only ungracious. I have made an enquiry and find that the 
charges that are levelled against them are absolutely wrong and baseless 
and are only made on the basis of party politics. I would not like to stretch 
the point further but only say that those who make allegations against the 
‘Ministers should first do self-introspection. It was also said that services are 
‘corrupt and some of the hon. Members had made certain’ allegations against 
some officers at the time of general discussion of the Budget. I would say 
that it isan unhealthy practice to make allegations against any officer who 
cannot defend himself on the floor of the House. Such a criticism only 
impairs the prestige of the administration. I may also sav that. the objec- 
tions raised in connection with the inquiries against the I CS. officers have 
no forc2 as there has been no delay in the conduct of inquiry. Fhe enquiry 


against these officers started in the month of June and its report was sub- 


mitted in August. After completing that enquiry, enquiry was started 
i gainst three more officers. All the officers who held these inquiries are 
men of long executive and judicial experience. One of them is a Sessions 
Judge and the other is a Legal Remebrancer and it will be showing great 
‘injustice to them f any impression is gathered that they would show favour 
and acquit any ‘person. In fact, Government and the State are proud of 
such’ officers who perform their duties honestly and diligently and carry 
out the responsibility of their office w ithout any fear or favour. Jt is nothing 
‘but ‘an attempt to unnecessarily defame them. Another charge that has 
‘been levelled against the Government is that no action has been taken by 
‘thie Government against’ the highly placed officers in connection with the 
Government’s drive against corruption and only smaller fry had been made 
the victims. { fail to follow the logic of my hon. Friend. Does he mean to 


say that big people should invariably be put to gallows even if they have 


not committed any offence and the dishonest and unscrupulous persons from 


the lower rank should go scot free? Law is no respect:r of persons and 


an enquiry has been made against the officials against whom allegations of 


/co:-Tuption were made. “My hon. Friend has remarked that out of the four 
P. CS. 


officers who were accused of serious misdemeanour, one officer was 
promoted tol. A.S by the active support of one of the I. A. S. officers who 
held that enquiry. I may inform him that the statement of the hon. Member 


. is based on wrong report. Such an objection should not have been raised 


by the hoa Member unless he was sure that such a thing had actually 
happened. The I. A. S. officers who held these enquiries were appointed 
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by the Union Public Service Commission and not by this Government. It 
is absolutely wrong to say that our Government had anything to do in the 
matter. Besides this, when the demand for grant for the Irrigation Depart- 
ment was discussed in the Hous: it was said that the Chief Engineer has 
been giving contracts to his own relatives. It is easy to make a criticism 
of this kind but difficult to work in sucha position. They perhaps do not 
form an accurate idea of the valuable work the Chief Engineer has to perform 


and itis all due to his efforts that Bhakra Dam Project- has reached such 


an advanced stage of construction. Sometime back a complaint was made 
to the effect that the Engineers were selling cement and petrol used in connec- 
tion with the contruction of the project but there was absolutely no truth 
in such allegations. It, therefore, does not behove the hon. Members to 
make false charges against the officers of the administration. We are, as a 
matter of fact, proud of havihg such fine engineers in our State who have 
been able to handle the complicated works of Bhakra Dam and Nangal 
Projects with great measure of success. An hon. Member had also remarked 
that the Government of India had refused to render any financial assistance 
fo the completion of Bhakra Dam Project on account of financial stringency. 


But I would like to inform the House tbat from the recent letter of the 


Prime Minister of the Central Government, it is clear that the Central Govern- 


mert is prepared to place ‘large funds at the. disposal of this Government 
for the early completion of this Bhakra Dam cum Nangal Project. Govern- 


ment of India is anxious for the early completion of these projects because 


its urgency and importance are realised for agricultural and industrial develop- 
ment of the State. | : : = 


Besides this, argument has been advanced that the Government should 
not open any college at a place where there are already private colleges 
functioning to cater for the needs of the student community. Such colleges 
are only cpened to meet the increased needs of the students and to avoid 
overcrowding in other colleges. I do not welcome such a criticism as the Educa- 
tion Department has opened colleges only to provide educational facilities to 


= meet the demand of large number of displaced students in the State. Sir, there 


was a demand in the past in many quarters that the Government should 


assume the whole responsibility for higher education and that sectional and 


denominational institutions should not be allowed to function as they fostered 
communalism. Now that we have decided to open more Government Colleges, 
it is demanded that this should not be done and that the growth of private 
institutions be encouraged by giving them grants. It is now averred that 
since private colleges are being started, there is no need to open Government 
Colleges. This is strange logic. The proposal to open a college at Hissar 


is nota new one and evenif a private college is going to be opened, there 


is no. reason why the Government should give up the idea of opening a 
Government College, as there will be enough students for both the colleges. 
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In doing so, we are > meeting a long- Standing demand of me people of tiai 
district. 


- Sir, objection was also raised against the trading activities of the 
Government. It was alleged that the Government purchases commodities 
at lower prices and by selling them at higher rates indulages in black-marke- 
ting, It is a pity, Sir, that this criticism should have been levelled against 
the Government by those who so. vehemently advocate wholesale nationali- 
zation. I really fail to understand the definition that’ they give to the 
term ‘black-marketing’. If the Government supplies to the people ‘controlled 
articles’ at controlled prices, how can it be called ‘black-marketing’. l This 
passes my, comprehension at, least. And then if you look askance at the 
Government even. in such small matters, why talk of nationalzation of all 
‘services.and industries ? Iam afraid if this is regarded as ‘black-marketing, 
my Friends will have to take the trouble of coining some other term for real 
‘black-market’. 


` 


have already referred briefly to some of the apai made by my 
a Friend, Shri Bhim Sen Sachar. Now, a few words about military training. 


Ate the moment, I can only say that this was started long ago. We are 


imparting mass training in the form of training to the Provincial Volunteer 


„Corps. I cannor, however, disclose the arrangements that have been made at 


the border for defence. Ihave no hesitation in saying that we do not want 
war even if the decision were to rest with us. The Government of India, 
-too does, not. want war-Lut if in spite of this war is forced upon us, I can 


assure this hon. House, that we are fully prepared to meet ev ery eventuality. 


(Cheers). We will fight to, defend our country to the last manand to the last 


ounce of energy left in any of us (Cheers). We will not let any of our resources 
_Temain untapped in order to save our freedom, (Cheer). 


It is not right to think that we are oblivious of the need of taking adequate 


steps for the defence of our motherland, though I don’t want to disclose 
military secrets nor do I think any sensible man would doit. I mayalso 


inform the House that our youngmen who are studyirg in Colleges are also 
receiving Military training The total number of students,in the senior and 


= Junior section of the National Cadet Corps is at present about 4,500. 


Some other Corps such as Artillery Corps, Medical Caps, and Air Force Corps 
are also going to be started shortly, with a view to importing military 
training to ninety youngmen. Nor are we unmindful of the fact that military 
training should be given to the general public of the Province. Mav I, Sir, 
here relate an experience. which is of a revealing nature, so far as the attitude 
of the people i is concerned. When the Government of India was about launch 


Punjh b Vidhan Sabha 


Digitized by; 


Panj 


Digital Library 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 

Panjab Degi 


APPROPRIATION BILL (16) 73 


police action against Hyderabad, there was a good deal of panic among 


the people of Delhi. On coming to Ambala, we found that people were not 


so panicky as at Delhi and at Ludhiana and Jullundur, the panic was still less. 
On coming to the Amritsar district, we found people living in villages near 
the border quietly and calmly doing their work without the least exhibi- 
tion of panic. On the other hand, as one went further and further east, one 


found more panic than in the Punjab. In U. P. most of the people seemed 


to be under the impression that all the Punjabis had probably left their 
homes and hearths and the Punjab had become empty !  (Laughter.) 


Now, Sir, I would briefly dwell upon an observation made by Shri Bhim 
Sen Sachar. He has expressed himself against any cut in the salaries of 
Ministers, because according to him under the present modes and standards 
of life, no Minister can pull on withont spending from his own pocket. 
Though he didn’t say this thing, some friends might suggest that if their 
salarles are not adequate, the Ministers should resort to borrowing. But I 
ask who will give them money on loan when they own no property and have no 
credit ? Then, should they take to ‘stealing’—the third alternative of 
beg borrow or steal? (Voices No, no.) . . : 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : Sir, may I with your permission interrupt my 
hon. Friend. If the Ministers are already under debt, which they cannot...... 


Chief Minister: I have admitted that he has not said this. I say, it 
is possible some one may suggest it. | i E 


w Mr. Speaker : Let us take a charitable view.. 


Chief Minister : Sir, I was just going to explain why this 
cut was introduced. This practice of voluntary cuts was first started by the 
Governor-General! and the Ministers of the Government of India in pursuance 
of their drive against inflation. One of the measures taken to fight inflation — 
was the scheme of ‘compulsory savings’ but as it applied only to officers of 
permanent services drawing a salary of more than ks. 3,000, the Ministers of 
the Government of India decided to impose voluntary cuts, in order to con- 
tribute their mite in the fight against inflation. So we too decided to make a 
little sacrifice in this direction. At first, a cut of Rs. 100 was decided 


upon but later on everyone agreed to a cut equivalent to 10 per cent. i.e. 


Rs. 150. 


So far as the re-organization of offices and official procedure is concerned, 

I may. inform my friends that the work is being carried on by the Re-organi- 
zation Committee. So far, it has tried to examine the question of quick.and 
early disposal of cases and to find out ways and means of eliminating delays. 
The Government desires that every Department shonld be examined and 
Te-organized so.as to conform to the ideal of ‘maximum efficiency with mini- 
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mum staff’. The Government has this very aim in view but it does not favour 


any retrenchment at the expense of and by sacrificing efficiency. We wanted 


this re-organization soon after the partition, as my hon. Friend Sardar 
Swaran Sirgh knows it well, but owing to urgent pre-occupations we could 


‘not give attention to this matter. Now we propose to take up this 
work in all earnestness. A few days back, we have reduced two posts of 
‘Snyerintending Engineers in the Irrigation Department. We have also 


proposals to effect reduction in the higher staff in the Buildings and Roads 
Department. (Cheers) But all this will be done keeping the efficiency in 


.view and not by sacrificing it. 


Then there are the Resources ard Retrenchment Committce and the 
Committee of Estimates. They can suggest how we can curtail our expendi- 


‘ture. Every Department will come for review and scrutiny before them. 


‘They can go through every scheme of the Government and make suggestion 
as to how it can be executed with the minimum possible expenditure. We 
have hopes that the Resources and Retrenchment Committee will at the same 
time suggest to us ways and mean: of increasiug the revenues of the 
State. We eagerly await its proposals. 


Sir, we are passing through critical times, economically, as well as 
politically, So far as our economic condition 1s concerned we have constantly 
‘to fight inflation and owing to difficulties of foreign exchange we are not in 
a position to get our requirements from the hard currency areas. Perhaps export 
could have helped us in this direction but unluckily we have not much to 
export, The second thing is the political atmosphere around us. Our’s isa 


new-born State and we have to work hard. to develop it and maintain its in- 
‘dependence. Our’ ‘internal problems apart, we cannot shut our eyes to. what 
_ig..happening in Kashmir and the East Bengal and there is no knowing what 
is going to happen to us in the very near future. 
fou Sr, in connection with our economic condition, I am to say that the 
“House “should very kin ly lend me a helping hand. My brethren who owned 
Jand in the West Punjab could not be given as much as they hal in the West 
-. Punjab as the land left by the Muslims was not sufficient to cover their.claims 
‘in ths State. Their claims were subjected to a certain cat. [his principle 


of cut was applied in ‘cases where a person owned even one acre or le s of 
land with the result that the land now at the disposal of many of our displaced 


` people is not sufficient to maintain them. This is the conuition of those who 
_were owners As for the displaced tenants or for that matter even many of 
- the Iccal tenents, they have nothing to do. This is a very disquieting situation 


and we must do something to help the small zamindars and the tenants. In 


. these circumstances, I suggest that we should approach the Government of 


India w.th the request tat so much of land which is lyin, uncultivated in 
other states should be given to the Punjabis. The Government of India 
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ces rot appear to be inclined to favour the Punjabis. It desires that these 
people should confine themselves to the Punjab even if they starve. It is an 
act of injustice to us on the part of that Government as the Punjabi Harijans, 
other backward classes and the Rai Sikhs who have ,been protecting our 


Ferozepur border have got to be provided. We cannot tolerate that they should 


starve. We must pass a strongly worded resolution and forward it to the 


‘Central Government. Along with this we should ask for an early settlement 
-of the evacuee property problem. There is no reason why top priority should 
not be given to this matter in the Inter dominion Conferences. We have 
already suffered enormously for having been kept on tenter hooks and I believe 


that we cannot embark on our schemes of development unless this question is 
‘atisfactorily solved. 


Sardar Swaran Singh. What should the Mouse do to E N the 
hinds of the hon. Chief Minister ? 


Chief Minister: In addition to passing a resolution I think the House 
slould set up a committee to negotiate with the Central Government on 
these matters. As the Committee will be representative of the whole 
Fouse it will be able to exert much pore pressure than I can or any 
cther individual can. 


Sir, here I feel like making an earnest request to hon. Members 
and it is this that they should discard the bad habit of washing dirty 
linen in public. We are all representatives of a party and this 
Coverrment is a Government of that party. It is a party Government 
that has been established in the State and it does not. matter as to 
who form its Ministry. It is the duty of every one of us to make this 
Covernment <s strong as is possible. This, however, does not mean that 


we should not discuss our,,. various problems. We should discuss them 


by “all means but of course not here in the House.” These things should 
be done in our party meetings. 


There is another request which I address not only to the” hon: “Members 
of this House Lut also to the. general public . through them. We have 
already suffered. untold miseries because of an evil arid still it is being fostered 
in some quarters. I find: that distinction is being unnecessarily created 
between the ruralites and the urbanites, ‘It is awfully bad. The 
Cassification as wibanites and ruralites or as Hindus and Sikhs will 
surely not stand us in any good stead. We should:keep clear of. these 
controversies and consider ourselves as Punjabis if. we have the interests 
of cur State at heart. All of us ruralites, urbanites, Hindus and Sikhs should 
work together to bring a name to our State. ` And if we..don’t do this I 
have fears that we may not prove equal tq ‘the disruptive forces U i 
ae gaining ground in the State every day. A 


Sir. a good deal has. been said about. law and | order. ne 
of fact I would be very glad if an independent tribunal is appointed 
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to enquire ‘as to what we have done ın this direction. I am proud to 
say that we were able to maintain law and order and perform the most 
important task of» rehabilitation even under the most difficult and trying 
‘circumstances in which we found ourselves immediately after partition. I 
have no doubt that in case an inquiry is held our State may be found 
to be superior and not inferior to any State of the Indian Union in 
the matter of maintaining law and order. At any rate, there is every 
hope that if we continue to work with the steadfastness on our part our 
State will not only be able to stand on its own feet but will become a 
leading State of the country. 


Mr. Speaker : Question is— 
| That the Punjab Appropriation Bill be taken into considration at once. 
l The motion was carried. 
| | Clauses 2 and 3. 


Mr. Speaker : Question is— 


That clauses 2 and 3 stand part of the Bill. 


-e we m Seman 


The Assembly divided: Ayes 49, Noes 4, 


ae ee ee ne 


sai Ayes 

Ajit Singh, Sardar. — { Lahri Singh, Chaudhri, 

Amar Nath Shri, Vidyalankar. Lehna Singh Sethi, The hon, Dr. 
Badlu Ram, Chaudhri. Matu Ram, Chaudhri. 


Behari Lal Chanana, Shri. 
‘Bhagat Ram Chodha, Shri. 
Bhagat Ram Sharma, Pandit. 
Buja Ram, Bhagat. 
Dalip Singh Kang, Sardar. 
Dalip Singh, Thakur. | 
Dev Raj Seth], Shri. | 
Gopi Chand Bhargava, The hon. Dr. 
(rar achan angh Bajwa, The hon. 
Sardar. 
Gurbachan Singh, Sardar. 
Gurbanta Singh, Master. 
Harbhaj Ram, Chaudhri 
Jagdish Chander, Chaushri. 
Jagjit Singh Mann, Sardar. 
Jaswant Singh Duggal, Sardar. 
Joginder Singh Mann, Sardar. 
Kabul Singh, Sardar. 
Kartar Singh, Chaudhri. 
Kartar Singh, Sardar. 
Kehr Singh, Sardar. 
‘Krishna Gopal Dutt, Chaudhri. 


Mehr Chand, Chaudhri. 
Narinder Singh, Sant. 
Narotam Singh. The hon. Sardar. 
Pancham Chand Thakur. 
Partap Singh, Sardar. 

Piara Singh, Sardar, 

Prem Singh, Chaudhri, 

Prem singh, Mahant. 
' Prithvi Singh, Azad, The hon, Shri 
Ranjit Singh, Captain. 

Sahib Ram, Chaudhri. 

Samar Singh, Chaudhri. 

Sant Ram Seth, Dr. 

Shanno Dev Saigal, Shrimati. 
Sher Singh, Chaudhri. 

Shiv Saran Singh, Sardar. 
Shri Ram Sharma, Pandit. 
Sita Devi, Shrimati. 

Swaran Singh, Sardar. 

Tara Singh, Sardar. 

Udham Singh, Sardar. 
Virendra, Shri. 
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Noes 


Bachan Singh Sardar. 
Ranbir Singh, Mehta. 
Sajjan Singh, Sardar. 


R Suraj Mal, Chaudhri. | 
| The m tion was carted, 

(E a 

SCHEDULE. 

n & Mr. Speaker: (Question is— 

P That Schedule be the Sehe lule of the Bill. 

The motion was carried. 
Clause. 1. , 


Mr Speaker: Question is— 
That clause 1 stand part of the Bill . 


The motion was carried. 
Title. 
Mr. Speaker: Question is— 


That the Title be tre Title of the Bill. 
The motion was carried. 


Chief Minister: I move— 
That the Punjab Appropriation Bill be pissed. 
The motion was carried. 


cee 


The Assembly then adjourned till 2 p. m. on W ednesday, March 29, 1959. 
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PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


' FIRST SESSION OF THE FIRST PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


oad 
Wednesday, 29th March 1950. 
“yf The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Simla, at 2. p. m. of the 
yg clock. Mr. Speaker (The hon. Sardar Kapoor Singh) in the Chair. 
i een 
~ STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
— 


SUGAR RATION DEPOTS. 


| 
| *1754. Chaudhri Jagdish Chander: Will the hon. Minister for Develop- 
ment be pleased to state :— 


i (a) whether the Government is aware of the fact that the villagers 

in the Karnal district are feeling a great difficutly in getting 
their sugar rations from the depots due to (i) the depot-holders 
being generally absent and (ii) sugar being out of stock 
when the villagers go to the depots ; 


(o) the number of villages which one sugar depot serves ; 


{c) whether the Government is aware of the fact that non-official 
members of the Civil Supply Committee, Karnal, have 
protested against the reduction in the number of depots by 
half and have recommended for an increase in their number ; 


(d) whether the Civil Supply Committee, Karnal also recommended 
that sugar depot-holders should distribute sugar by going 
round to the villages as has been done in the case of supply 


i i of kerosene oil ; 

i 4 | (e) what action, if any, does the Government propose to take in 
fa the matter ? i 

The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa : (a) No. 

(b) Ten. 

E (c) Yes. The original number of depots has been restored. . 

= | (d) Yes. | 

| i (e) The recommendations of the Civil Supplies Committee 
! are being given effect to. 
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QUASI-PERMANENT ALLOTMENT OF VILLAGE DAUDPURA. 


*1529. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation 
he pleated to state :-— . : 
(a) Whether the quasi-permanent allotment of lands of village 
Daudpura, Tehsil Patti, District Amritsar, has been completed; 
(b) the names of. the allottees who were allotted lands temporarily 
in this village during the year 1947-48 ; 
c) the number of the allottees referred toin part (b) above who 


were entitled to get land under the quasi-permanent allotment 
scheme in this village ; 


(d) the number of the allottees referred to above in part (b) above 
who were allotted land in this village under the quasi-perma- 
nent allotmené scheme ; 


(e) whether any persons who were neither the local colonists nor 
the temporary allottees of this village were allotted lands in 
this village under the quasi-permanent allotment scheme ; 
if so, the names of such allottees together with the villages 
to which they belonged in Pakistan ; 


(f) the names of those persons who were allotted lands in this 
village under the quasi-permanent scheme and the area allotted 
to each one of them ; 


(g) whether any of the allottees referred to in part (b) above who 
were entitled to less area of land than those referred to in part 
(f) above have been refused allotment ; if so, the reasons 
therefor ? | 
The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: (a) No. 
(b) Information is contained in List ‘A’ placed on the table’, 
ic) 2h 
(d) Does not arise, 
(e) —do— 
(f) —do — 
(g) —-+do— 


ee 


REHABILITATION OF DISPLACED MUSLIMS OF PUNJAB (INDIA). 


= *1711. Mehta Ranbir Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation 
be pleased to state :— 


(a) the decision at the meeting of the Rehabilitation Council on 
the 20th March, 1949, at New Delhi regarding the rehabilita- 
tion of displaced Muslims of Punjab (India) ; 
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(b) whether any steps have been taken by the Punjab Government 
to implement those decisions ; if so, with what result ? 


The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: (a) It was decided that the land of 
Muslim citizens of India displaced from their homes during 
1947 disturbances, who did not go to Pakistan, would be 
restored to them. 


(b) Orders have been issued for restoration of land to Muslims of 
Gurgaon and Ambala districts who were enumerated in the 
census of 1948. In regard to others, action is being taken 
in terms of Section 16 of the Administration of Evacuee 
Property Ordinance XXVII of 1949, promulgated by the 
Government of India. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Was it decided that land should be restored to 
those displaced Muslims who did not go to Pakistan and who are at present 
living in some parts of Punjab and also in some other parts of India ? 


Minister : It was decided that land should be restored to those displaced 
Muslims who did not go to Pakistan. Land has already been restored to 
some of those displaced Muslims who were enumerated in the census of 1948 
and the rest of them would be given the possession of their lands at the time 
cf quasi-permanent allotment. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: How and when was the census taken ? 


Minister: The displaced Muslims were enumerated in the census of 
1948. I donot remember the exact date. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: In view of the fact that the enumerations of 
the displaced Muslims was made in the census of 1948 and the decision 
regarding their rehabilitation was arrived at on 20th March, 1949, may I 
know ifit is the inteition of the Government to take any steps for the 
restoration of land to those displaced Maslins who have not been enumerated 
in the census of 1948 ? 


Minister: If those displaced Muslims, whose names are not included 
in the census list of 1948 prove that they did not go to Pakistan, land would 
surely be provided to them. We have already reserved some land for this 
purpose and this land is not being allotted to the refugees. | 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : Have any orders been issued by the Government 
to this effect ? Has the Government issued any orders for the preparation 
of the lists of such displaced Muslims who were not enumerated in the census . 


- of 1948? Isit the intention of the Governmeat to give any compensation 


to those displace] Muslims who wil! prove that they had not gone te 
Pakistan ? 


Minister: The Deputy Commissioners have been informed that land 
would be restored to those displaced Muslims who will prove that they had not 


l 
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gone to Pakistan. Instructions have been issued to them to invite applica- 
tions from such displaced Muslims. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: May I know the number of such applications 
received by the Government so far ? 


Minister : I require notice. 
Mehta Ranbir Singh: Is this matter ualer the consideration of the 


Government that those displaced Muslins who woull be given land would 
not create any obstacles in the way of the Government ? 


Minister: I have already stated that those who have not gone to 
Pakistan wiil surely be given land. | 

Sardar Sajjan Singh: In view of the fact that it was decided to give 
possession of land to them before Rabi 1949, may I know the reason why no 
such steps were taken by the Government ? 


Minister: Some of then have alrerly been given possssio1 while 
those who have not given any proof tothe effect that they did not go to 
Pakistan, would be given possession as soon as they furnish the required 
proof. Some of the lands which had fallen vacant were given to then. The 
rest of them would be given lands when po3session would be taken from the 
present allottees at present settled on their lands. Possession would be given 
to them in the same way as would be given to Hindu and Sikh refugees. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: In view of the fact that they have not been 


given the possession, may I know if they would be exempted from the pay- 
ment of land revenue with a view to compensating them ? 


Minister : Possession would be given to them in the same way as would 
be given to other communities. The question of any compensation does 
not arise. 

Sardar Sajjan Singh: Is ita fact that there isa vast difference between 
the refugees and the displaced Muslims of India ? Is it also a tact that the 
displaced Muslims cannot be treated as refugees? Is it the intention of 
the Government to treat the displaced Muslims as refugees ? 


Minister: I can say this after going through the various rules. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: May I know the number of displaced 


Muslims referred to in part (b) above, who have been given possession of their 
land ? 


Minister: I do not know the exact number. About 80° of them have 


_ been given land so far. Some of them have been given possession of their own 


land and the rest have been given land on lease. 


Mehta Ranbir Siagh: May I know the number of those displaced 
Muslims whose names have not been included in the census list of 1948? Is 
it a fact that none of them has been -given any land so far ? 
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Minister : So far as their number is concerned, I require notice. Those of 
the displaced Muslims whose names have not been included in the census list 
of 1948 have not so far been allotted any land. Land would not be allotted 
to them so long as they donot furnish the required proof. As and when 
they do this, land would surely be allotted to them. 


ee et ee 


DISPLACED MUSLIMS OF KALSIA. 
*1712. Mehta Ranbir Singh : Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation 
be pleased to state :— 
(a) whether it isa fact that a large number of displaced Muslims 
of Kalsia have taken shelter in the relief camp at Buria ; if 
so, who is bearing the expenditure of the relief camp ; 


(b) whether the Goverament has made any representation to the 
Government of India or PEPSU Government to remove these 
Muslims from the relief camp ; if so, with what result ? 


The hon. Dr Lehna Singh Sethi: (a) A relief camp for displaced 
Muslims of Jagadhri Tehsil was started at Buria in December, 
1948. This camp was wound up in December, 1949. The 
maximum number of displaced Muslims who were in this camp 
at any time was 2073. The expenditure on this camp is to 
be reimbursed by the Government of India as in the case of 
other relief expenditure. 

(b) No. 

Mehta Ranbir Singh: May [ know how much amount has been spent 
on the displaced Muslims who have taken shelter in the relief camp at 
Buria ? 

Minister : I require fresh notice for this question. 

Mehta Ranbir Singh : In view of the fact that these displaced Muslims 


belong to Pepsu, may I know if our Government has made tany demand on 
the Pepsu Government ? 


Minister: It was not felt necessary to do so. The expenditure that 
is made in connection with the relief of the refugees or the displaced persons 
is reimbursed by the Government of India and not by the Pepsu or the 
Punjab Government. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Has the amount been spent by the Pepsu 
Government or the Punjab Government ? 

Minister: The expenditure in connection with the relief measures is 
borne by the Government of India. As I have already stated the expendi- 


ture on this camp is to be reimbursed by the Government of India as in the 
case of other relief expenditure. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: May I know if it is a fact that more money is 
being spent on the displaced Muslims than on the Hindu and Sikh refugees ? 


Is it also a fact that the expenditure per head on the former is greater than 
on the latter ? | | 


i 


i 
Fj 
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Chief Minister: The hon. Member can himself calculate. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi : The total amount is not given. 


Chief Minister: If the hon. Member gives notice, the required infor- 
mation will be supplied. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : May I know whether the amount spent on the 
displaced Muslims was debited to the Suspense Account? Is this amount 
spent on them from the amount ear-marked for the Rehabilitation of Hindu 
and Sikh refugees ? 


Minister: The whole expenditure in connection with the refugees 
and displaced persons is incurred by the Central Government. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : May I know to which account the amount spent 
on the displaced Muslims is being debited ? Is it debited to the account of 
the refugees from Pakistan ? . 

Minister : I cannot say that Punjab Government is not spending from 
any of its funds either on the displaced Muslims or the refugees from West 
Pakistan. 


m. ee ae eee 


CASES OF EXCHANGE OF PROPERTY IN EAST AND WEST PUNJAB. 

*1738. Shri Virendra: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation be 

pleased to state :— 

(a) the number of cases in which exchange of evacuee property 
between the East Punjab and the West Punjab has been 
registered so far in the Punjab (India) ; 

(b) whether the Government proposes to allow exchange of property 
on individual basis ? 

The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: (a) It is presumed that the hon. 
Member requires infermation about exchanges sanctioned by 
the Custodian after the Inter— Dominion Agreement coucluded 
at Karachi in January, 1949. The number of exchanges so 
sanctioned is three involving property of the value of 
Rs. 2,51,500/-. The total number of exchanges sanctioned in all 
is 12, (involving property of the value of Rs. 3,07,616/-) the 
remaining nine cases being of exchanges arranged in 1947 or 
early in 1948. 

(b) The Custodian is entitled under the Evacuee Law as well as 
the Inter-Dominion Agreement to allow exchanges of. property 
on individual basis. In view, however, of several breaches 
of the Inter Dominion Agreements by the Pakistan Government 
the whole subject is engaging the consideration of the Central 
Government. 


| EJECTMENT OF REFUGEE TENANTS 
*1759. Chaudhri Sundar Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabili- 
: tion be pleased to state :— 
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(a) whetherit is a fact that the refugee tenants throughout the 
State are going to be ejected not only from lands allotted to 
them at the time of early allotment just after partition of 
the Punjab but they are also going to be dispossessed from the 


Kacha houses to give place to the new landlord allottees after 
the permanent allotment ; 


(b) whether Government is aware “of the grave dissatisfaction 
amongst the refugee tenants on this account ; 


(c) if the answer to (b) be in the affirmative, the steps Government 
intends to take to remove this dis-satisfaction of the landless 
refugee tenants ? 


The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: (a) Yes, so far as land is concerned. 
In regard to houses, a large number may be accommodated 
when they are accepted as tenants by larger allottees. 


(b) Yes. 
(c) The matter is being carefully considered. 


Chaudhri Sundar Singh: When these tenants are evicted from their 
houses, will the Government make any arrangement for their settlement ? 


Minister: They will be accommodated somehow or other at the place 
where land is allotted to them and if additional houses are considered necess- 
ary for them, Government will make the necessary arrangement. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know the number of such refugee 
tenants throughout the State who were allotted land after the partition and 
are now going to be ejected from lands ? 


Minister: I am sory I cannot tell the exact figure off-hand. 


Pandit Sari Ram Sharma: May I know whether Government has 
made out any scheme to resettle them ? 


Minister: I think these people will be automatically absorbed. The 
matter is under the consideration of Government to provide accommodation 
for these refugee tenants so that nobody should remain without a house. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: It means that the Government will wait 
for sometime so that they may be themselves absorbed ; if not, will the 
Government be able to make the arrangement so soon ? 


Minister: Iam sure that a large number of them will be absorbed ; 
if not, the Government have sufficient means to absorb them. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know if the Government will allot 


land to these refugee tenants in the same village where they would be allotted 
houses or at a !ong distance from that place ? 


Minister: I cannot say definitely that they would be allotted land in 
tl e same village cr at scme distance but they will get it definitely. 
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Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know whether any arrangement for 
their accommodation will be made by the Government at a place where lands 
are allotted to them ? 


Minister: They will be provided with houses where land is allotted 
to them. You will see that nobody will be without roofed accommodation. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know when will it happen ? 


Minister: No refugee tenant will remain without accommodation 
after six months. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: What will happen if no arrangement is 
made within six months ? 7 


Minister : The hon. Member should then blame me. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: May I know whether the assurance of the hon, 
Minister is based on certain facts and figures ? 


Minister: Yes. I think there were about eighty thousand refugees 
in the camps out of whom 635,000 have been absorbed., The arrangement 
for remaining 14,000 refugees will be made within six months. 


Chaudhri Matu Ram: May I know whether any arrangement w ll be 
made for the Harijan tenants who will be dispossessed of their houses ? 


Minister : , There should be no apprehensions in the minds of land- 
owners and tenants. Harijan tenants will be in small number and they will 
be easily absorbed. In case they are not absorbed, the Government have 
enough means to provide them with housing accommodation. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: The hon. Minister has stated that the Government 
‘will provide housing accommodation to all refugee tenants, may I know 
whether Government has made any scheme ? 


Minister: Yes. No refugee tenant will remain without a house. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: May I know whether Government has taken 
decision about the resettlement of tenants or will it decide when the houses 
are ready ? 


Minister: The matter has been thoroughly considered. 


Shrimati Sita Devi : May I know whether this scheme is ready or is 
still in the brain of the hon. Minister ? 


Minister : This scheme is ready and I may assure the hon. Lady 
Me nber that after a few months she will appreciate what has been done by 
the Government. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Has the Government any data in its possession 
according to which it proposes to resettle the refugee tenants ? 


| Minister: Yes. 
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Master Gurbanta Singh: What arrangements does the Government 
propose to make with regard to those tenants who are being dispossessed of 
their houses these days ? 


r Minister: They are not refugees. The question relates to displaced 
: persons. If the hon. Member brings to the notice of the Government any 
case of Harijan tenant, necessary arrangement will be made fcr him. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: What action does the Government propose to 
take with regard to Harijan tenants ? 


Minister: It is proposed not to disturb Harijan tenants as far as 
possible. Anyhow they will not in any case remain without land. 


y 7 
CULTIVABLE LAND LYING VACANT 
*1760. Chaudhri Sunder Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilita- 
tion be pleased to'state :— 7 

(a) the total area in acres of cultivable land lying uncultivated 

throughout the Punjab ; 

(b) whether it is a fact that the tenantseat-will are not allowed by 
the allottee landlords of the land to cultivate these lands either 
on lease or on the batai system ; 

(c) If the answer to part (b) above be in the affirmative, what actior, 
if any, does the Government purpose to take in the matter ? 

The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: (a) Statistics regarding total cultiva- 
ble area lying uncultivated in Punjab (India) are not avail- 
able with the Rehabilitation Department. : 

It is only when the land allottees get possession of their 
. lands that we can say whether the tenants are allowcd by the 
° allottees to remain on their land. Ina large number of cases, 
í particularly where the allotees are non-cultivators, there is 
little doubt that they will allow the tenants to remain on 
their land. | 
(c) Does not arise. 

Mehta Ranbir Singh: Isita fact that the Government have issued 
instructions to ‘Grow More Food’ Committees that the land of absentee refugee 
landlords should not be cultivated ? 

Minister: No such instructions have been issued. 

voce) coe Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Has it not come to the notice of the Gevern- 
rıgına with; 
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(Pt, Shri Ram Sharma] 
ment that now that the evacuee land has been allotted to the fefugees, the 


old tenants are being ejected? What steps does the Government propose 
to take to avert this new problem that is being created ? 


Minister : The Government is not unmindful of this problem. At the 
same time it cannot ignore the qiestion of giving possession to the refugee 
allottees. Keeping both the problems in view, I can assure the House that 
efforts will be made that the old tenants are allowed to continue, even when 
the possession is taken over by the refugee allottees. 


But for the activities (aisi waisi baten) of some interested persons to 
create bad blood between the lanlords and the tenants, [ am sure this 
problem would not arise. We have tried to allot such of the evacuee land, 


where the old tenants were likely to be affected to big landlords who would 
not till it themselvs, so that the former may not be displaced. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is the hon, Minister quite sure that all such 
evacuee land which belonged to big Muslim landlords has been allotted to 
such refugee landlords who would not cultivate it themselves and would allow 
it to be cultivated by the old tenants ? 


Micisier: The department has tried its best todo so. Any cases that 
are still with the department are being reviewed with this objeet in view 
and such evacuce land, where tenants are likely to be affected, is being 
allotted to big landlords. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Does that mean that the Government is 
modifying the quasi-permanent allotment of land, that has already been 
completed ? S o 

Minister: Adjustments will continue to be made in cases which are 
referred to the department “until the allotment work is completed. After- 
wards, the Cabinet will decide what should be done in the matter. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Is it nota fact that the alltoment work 
has been completed ? 


Minister: I have to admit that it is not yet complete. Even cases 

relating to the districts in whichit has been completed are also being 
reviewed. 

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it not time that the Government took 

up the question of dealing with cases in which allotment orders have already 


© been issued and where old tenants are likely to be ejected as a result of 
© allotment of the land left by big Muslim landlords to small refugee cultiva- 


tors, since after all among the remaining cases, only a few such cases will 
have been left ? 


Minister : In spite of the fact that allotment in respect of 95 per cent 
of the evacuee land is complete. such cases are being re-examined. _ 
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Sardar Sajjan Singh : May I know what the hon. Minister meant by 
taisi waist baten’ ? 


Minister for Labour : The same as the ‘Shikhandis’ indulge in. 


7 .  Shrimati Sita Devi: On a point of order Sir. Is the word ‘Shikhandi’ 
parliamentary ? 


Mr. Speaker : What does it mean ? 
Minister: It is applied to a person who sets people at loggerheads. 
Mr. Speaker: You mean ‘Naradmuni’. 


"ae Shrimati Sita Devi: Will the hon. Minister frankly say who was 
- ‘Shikhandi’ in fact ? : 


Minister: Sir, I did not use the word in that sense. (Laughter) 


Chaudhri Kartar Siagh : Is the Government prepared to appoint a 
‘committee to go into the problem of landless tenants ? 


Minister for Rehabilitation : Yes, there can be no objection to it. 


Chaudhri Kartar Singh: Has the Government ever considered the 
question of allotting ‘Kharaba’ and ‘banjar’ land to these tenants ? 


Minister: The matter is under the consideration of the Government. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Is it nota fact that while presiding at the 
meeting of the District ‘Grow More Food’ Committee of Ludhiana, Mr. P. K. 
Kaul, the Financial Commissioner had stated that such land would not be given 
to the landless tenants and would continue to remain as it was ? 


Minister: I don’t have any knowledge of it. 


GOVERNMENT LAND FOR SIR CHHOTU RAM MEMORIAL SOCIETY AT 
z ROHTAK. 


= *1643 Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Will the hon. Minister for Education 
be pleased to state :— 


(a) the area of Government-owned land given by the Government 
for Sir Chhotu Ram Memorial Society at Rohtak town 
SEEP together with the date when it was given ; 


(b) the condition on which this land was given and the purpose 


thereof ; 
g 
(c) whether G vernment is aware that Government gift is being 

used for the political purposes of a particular class ; if so, what 
action, if any, does Government propose to take. to pemean 
this state of things ? 
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The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh: (a) The area of the land is 2°65 acres, 
Orders for the grant of this land were issued on 30th Septcmber 
1948. 


(b) The transfer of land to the Society is subject to the conditions 

= laid down n para 8 (a), (b, (c) of the Punjab Government 
consolidated circular No. 27 and the instrument of grant. 
This land has been transferred for the following purposes :-— 


(i) Erecting a life statue of late Sir Ch. Chhotu Ram. 

(ii) Constructing a public library anu a hall for religious meetings. 
(iii) Constructing a park for recreation. 

. (c) Government has received no such complaints. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May;I know who had applied for the land 
in question and in whose name has it been transferred ? 


Minister: I have already referred to the Society to which it has been 
given. . 

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Minister say what are the 
aims and objects of the Society and on what terms has the Goverament given 
this land and the exact purposes for which this land is to be utilized ? 


Minister: The reply to all these questions has already been given in 
the reply to the original question. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : What I want to know is whether the 


Government had or had not full information about the members and office- 


bearers and the objects of this society before this well-situated land extending 
over a considerable area was given over to it ? 


Minister : The object of the society is obvious viz, to erect a memorial 
in honour of the late sir Chhotu Ram. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: As the hon. Minister does not appear to be in 
possession of adequate information, will the hon. Chief Minister let me know 


the name of the society to which iand is given, its constitution and also 
the names of its office holders ? 


Chief Minister: An application was made for grant cf land by the 
representatives of Sir Chhotu Ram Memorial Committee and the Government 
feeling that establishing memorials for leaders who had served the country 


. should not be dealt with in a party spirit gave land for this purpose. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: I wish to know whether the society isa 


regularly registered society. And if it is one, what is its name and what are 
its aims and objects ? 


Chief Minister : We had a thorough discussion with the representatives 
as to the aims and objects of the society and land was given after we were 
satisfied that the demand was genuine. As far the name and office 
holders of the society, [ haven’t got the necessary papers with me at present. 
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Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : May I know the conditions which were 
imposed on the society when land was given and also whether the President 
of the society is the Deputy Commissioner or a non-official ? 


Chief Minister: Iam not ina position to give information regarding 
the constitution of the societv and the conditions imposed as the relevant 
papers are not with meat this time. But this information can be made 
available. ’ 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Why should in this case land be given for 
religious meetings as Sir Chhotu Ram was not a religious leader ? \ 


Chief Minister: The grant was made simply for the reason that Sir 
Chhotu Ram was a well-known leader of the country. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Sir Chhotu Ram being a_ political leader, 
why should land be given on religious grounds and for religious purposes ? 

Chief Minister: The land has been given for purposes of the memorial 
only. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma; But why should this place be allowed to 
become a religious centre ? 


Chief Minister: Is it not going to be a religious centre. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Isit nota fact that in the meeting held on 
the last birthday of Sir Chhotu Ram this Government and the Congress 
were severely criticised and condemned ? 


Chief Minister : I shall try to ascertain the facts. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Then is it not a fact that the land granted 
by the Government is being used for political purposes ? 

Chief Minister : I am not so far aware of it. | 

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the Government see that the Congress 
and the Government do not come in for any criticism at any meeting held 
over there ? | | 

Chief Minister: As I have already said, I shall try to verify the actual 
facts. ž 


Shri Kaidar Nath Sehgal: Are some astrologers also to be found on the 
Memorial Committee ? 


Vi Mr. Speaker: Disallowed. 


Shrimati Shanno Devi Sehgal : When land worth lakhs of rupees is being 
given for memorials of men’ like Sir Chhotu Ram, will not the Government 
consider the advisability of granting land for memorials of martyrs like Sardar 
Bhagat Singh ? 


Chief Minister : This matter is under the considerction of the Government. 
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PROBLEM OF TENANTS. 


#1644. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Will the hon. Minister for Eduction 
be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether the problem of tenants has engaged the attention of 
the Government; if so, the results thereof ; ~~ 


(b) the approxjmate area of land occupied by tenants and the 
number of families who enjoy occupancy rights in the Punjab ? 


The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh: (a) Yes. The matter is under the 
sympathetic consideration of Government. 


(b) Information asked for can only be supplied after the field staff *, 
is relieved from Jullundur. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma; Isit not a fact that the occupancy tenants 
are virtual owners of land which has been.in their possession for a very long 
time but they are not regarded as owners technically ? 


Minister : This matter is under consideration. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the Government be able to come to 
a decisicn in this connection in some reasonable time ? 


Chief Minister: The Nawab Singh Committee which is a sub committee 
of the Land Reforms Committee has yet to submit its report. This report 
will be considered by Government immediately after its submission . 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the Government be able to settle this 
matter in about six months’ time ? 


Chief Minister: Action will be possible after the report has been 
submitted. | 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will it be possible to take action on the 
report ? 


Chief Minister: The members of the commitee know better. 


Shrimati Shanno Devi Sehgal: Why are the committees named after the 
names of the officers ? 


Chief Minister: The comnittees are usually known after the names 
of the chairmen. 


ardar Bachan Singh: Will the Government instruct this Committee i 
to expedite submission of its report ? 


Chief Minister : We are always asking the committees to finish their 
-work as soon as they can. 
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Chaudhri Sahib Ram : Is it not a fact that the Financial Commissioner 
asked for submission of the report within a period of two months but the 


same has not been submitted for the last two years ? 
Chiet Minjster: All this depends on the Members of the Committee. 
Chaudhri Sahib Ram: Is it not due to some mischief (mna). (AGS) 


= on the part of Government. 
| r, Speaker: The hon. Member ‘should withdraw the word ‘mischief’ 
(miza.) (13733) 
Chief Minister: What can the Government do when the members are 
not inclined to submit the report ? 
REPRESENTATION FROM CLASSICAL TEACHERS. 
ai *1668. Shri Prabodh Chandra : Will the hon. Minister for Education 
be pleased to state ; 
(a) whether he has received any representation from the teachers 
of classical languages of the State ; 
(b) the nature of their grievances and the action which Government 
has taken or intends to take thereon ? 
The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh: (a) Yes. 
(b) The main demands of these teachers are (i) that they should 
be treated at par with English teachers in matter of pay, (ii) 
that strict seniority should be the basis of promotion and. 
selection promotions should be stopped, (iii) that the warnings 
given to or disciplinary action taken against office bearers of 
their Union should be withdrawn and (iv) that the percentage of 
posts in various grades of this service should be brought in line 
with the percentage obtainable on the Provincial Educational 
Service, Class III. These dcmands have been considered and 
Government have agreed to the last two items, but items Nos. 
; (i) and (ii) cannot be considered favourably on account of 
= administrative and financial considerations involved. 
Mehta Ranbir Singh : Is some distinction going to be made between 
= men teachers and lady teachers ? 
© 
Minister: There is always difference between them but the case is 
being considered. | 
Mr. Speaker : The question relates to the grades of teachers. . 
I~ 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : Has some respresenation been made by the lady- 
teachers also that their case for revision of grades should be considered ? 


Minister : The matter is under consideration. 
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Mehta Ranbir Singh : Have lady-teachers got a different union from 
that of men-teachers and is it ‘recognised by the Government ? 


Minister: There is only one Union. 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: It has been stated that the Government 


is unable to concede the demands on account of financial difficulties. Will 
the Government be prepared to consider the matter after some time ? 


Minister : The Government will surely consider the matter when funds 
are available. 


DISPLACED LOCAL BODIES’ TEACHERS. 


*1669. Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the hon. Ministe’ for Education be 
pleased to state the reasons why the service of displaced local bodies’ teachers 
is not considered continuous ? | 


The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh: Due to gap in service it is not 
continuous, 


DISTRCT BOARD SCHOOLS. 


*1741. Shri Virendra : Will the hon. Minister for Education be pleased to 
state whether the Government have received any representation from the District 
Board Teachers of the State that the District Board Schools be provinci- 
alised. If so the action Government proposes to take on their representation ? 


The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh: Yes. The matter is under consider- 
ation of the Government. 

Sori Virendra : When will the decision be taken in this matter ? 

Minister: As early as possible. a 

Shri Vireadra : What will be the duration of that ‘early period’. 

Minister: As may be necessary. ° 


REDUCTION IN THE NUMBER OF VILLAGE CHOWKIDARS. 


*1751. Chaudhri Jagdish Chander: Will the hon. Chief Minister 
be pleased to state :— : 


(a) whether the Government has received any representations from 
the villages that the number of village chowkidars be reduced 


proportionately in every village ; if so, the action Government 
intends to take in the matter ; 


(b) whether the Government intends to consult the Civil Panchayats 


in the matter of relucing the number of chowkidars in the 
different villages ? 
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The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) First part. Yes. 
Second part and (b) The matter is under the consideration of 


Goverument. 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Has it not been the policy of the Congress 


in the past that the burden of expenditure in connection with chowkidars 
should be borne by the Government instead of by the Zamindars ? 


Chief Minister : I am unable to say anything about it. 


JANGRA BRAHMINS OF KARNAL DISTRICT. 


: *1752. Chaudhri Jagdish Chander : Will the hon. Minister for Education 
be pleased to state :— i 


(a) whether it is a fact that Jangra Brahmins (Khatis) of Karnal 
District represented to the Government for declaring them as 
statutory agricųlturists under the Punjab Land Alienation 
Act 1900; If so, what action, if any, has been taken 
thereon ; 


(b) whether Government is aware that the population and lands 
owned by these people are larger than those of their brethern 
in the Rohtak District, who have been declared as statutory 
agriculturists ? 


The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh: (a) Yes, by the All India Jangid 
Brahmin League, Delhi on their behalf, but they were not 
considered fit for such a declaration. 


(b) According to the statistics collected in 1939, their population 
and land owned by them were smaller than those of Rohtak 
District. 


RES iE orme SA 


UNTRAINED STAFF IN THE SCHOOLS OF LOHARU TEHSIL, 
DISTRICT HISSAR. 


v 


*1758. Shri Buja Ram Bhagat : Will the hon. Minister for Eduction 
be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether the Government is aware of the fact that mostly 
untrained staff is working in the schools in Loharu area ; 


"er 


(b) what action, if any, does the Goveran21t propose to take in 
- the matter ? 


The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh - (a) Enquiry is being made. 


(b) The matter will be considered in the light of the enquiry. 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 


Panj at 


(17)18 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [29th March, 1950 


Sardar Bachan Singh: If the inquiry reveals that untrained teachers 
are working there, will the Government be prepared to replace them by 
trained teachers ? 


Minister : Yes, as far as trained teachers are available. ' 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Does the Government know since when ap 
untrained teachers have been working there ? 


Minister: The Government came to know about it only a short time 
back. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: When was Loharu State merged in District 
Hissar and when did the Government come to know that untrained teachers 
were working there ? Since when has the Government been considering the ‘ 
question of providing them the necessary training or replacing them by -$ 
trained ones ? 


Minister : The hon. Member can find out the date of merger of the 
Loharu State from the Government Gazette. ° 

Sardar Partap Singh: Does not the Government propose to undertake 
some programme of giving gradual training to the existing teachers instead 
of turning them out ? 

Minister: The Goverament intends to adopt that method also as 
far as possible. 


REFUND OF COLLECTIVE FINES TO CERTAIN VILLAGES AND URBAN 
LOC ALITIES. 

*1530. Sardar Sajjan Srngh : Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state the decision arrived at by the Government regarding the refund of 
the collective fines imposed upon certain villages and urban localities referred 
to in unstarred question No. 252 put during the Budget Session of 1949 ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : No _ decision regarding 
refund has yet been arrived at. 


Sardar Sajjan Siogh: What has the Government decided about the 

recovery of fines from those from whom some arrears are still due ? ™ 
Chiet Minister: I have submitted that the decision regarding the realisation 

of arrears has been suspended. | 
Sardar Sajjan Singh : When will the Government be able to decide 

whether the arrears are to be realised or not ? 


Chief Minister: If and when some decision is made about it that 

would be made known. = 
Mehta Ranbir Singh: Is it not a fact that those who had not paid 

the fines so far have been placed in an advantageous position by remission 

of these, while the amounts already recovered are not being refunded ? 
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Chief Minister: I have submitted that the recovery has been suspended. 
The question of refunding the amounts already realised is engaging the 
attention of the Government. 


Mehta Ranbir Sıugh : Will interest be also paid to those whom these 
amounts are refunded ? 


Chief Minister : The Government does not believe in usury. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh : Since when isthe question of refund of these 
amounts under consideration ? 


Chief Minister: It is under consideration since the decision to suspend 
recovery of fines was arrived at. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: I wish to know the length of the period for 
which it has been under consideration. - 


Chief Minister : Since suspension of recoveries. 
Sardar Sajjan Singh : When was it done ? 


Chief Minister : I require notice. 


Pandii Shri Ram Sharma ; Has not the Government decided to suspend 
its realisation with a view to remit it in cases where it has not fbeen realised ? 


Chief Minister: It has not been remitted, 


REFUND OF DEPOSITS MADE IN THE COURTS NOW IN 
PAKISTAN. 


I 


*1531. Sardar Sajjan Siagh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state :— 


(a) whether any machinery has been set up for recovering from 
the Pakistan Courts the deposits of the accused who were 
standing their trials there before 15-8-47 ; 


(b) whether ornaments and other movable property of complain- 
„ants in burglary and theft cases from Patti Tehsil pending 
in Courts at Kasur were lying in deposit there ; if so, the steps 


taken by the Government to get this property returned to the 
rightful owners ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) The deposits metioned in 
question are a species of court deposits. . The Inter-Dominion 
Agreement of Decomber, 1948, directed payment of court 
deposits held up in one Dominion to the nationals of the 
other without the intervention of the Custodian. Like many 
other provisions of this Agreement, the item relating to 
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the refund of court deposits has also not been implemented 
so far. 


(b) Ornaments ‘and‘‘other moveable property mentioned in this 
part of the question is also covered by the term “court 
deposits” and the explanation offered in para. (a) above will 
also apply to this type of poperty. 


EXECUTION OF SARDAR CHANAN SINGH 


*1532. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Willthe hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state whether the reply to my starred question No, 12514 put on 24-10-49 
is ready ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: Yes, it has been given separately’. 


ae epee eee 


SARDAR KHUSHAL SINGH. 


: AS 3 3 Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to 


Origifial with; 


state :— 

(a) whether Sardar Khushal Singh of village Padri Kalan, Tehsil 
Tarn Taran, District Amritsar, was awarded a life sentence 
by the Special Tribunal in the First Lahore conspiracy case of 
1914-15 ; 

(b) whether his property including land was orderded to be 
confiscated ; 

(c) whether Sardar Kbushal Singh was released after having 
undergone about ten years’ imprisonment ; 


(d) whether his property was restored ; 


(e) whether Shrimati Jeo, widow of Sardar Khushal Singh, 
referred to above, applied to the Government for the restoration 
of her husband’s property ; if so, the decision arrived at by 
the Government in the matter ? 

The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) The information is not available but is being collected. 

(d) No. 

(e) Yes. The matter is receiving Government’s consideration. 


APPOINTMENT OF PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARIES. 
*1675. Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the hon. Chief Ministe: be pleased 
to state :— 


Seetee e e i e m M a ee a eaaa e eR Ne pe e a 
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(a) the reasons for appointing the Chicf Parliamentary Secretary ; 


(b) the functions the Chief Parliamentary Secretary had to 
perform ; ) 


(c) to what extent the work of the Government has suffered due 
to the non-appointment of the Parliamentary Secretaries ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) It was found necessary to 
appoint Chief Parliamentary Secretary in the interest of work. 


(b) The statement is laid on the table’. 


(c) The Ministers had to do more arduous work. The help which 
they were to receive from Parliamentary Secretaries was not 
available. 


Shrimati Shanno Devi Sehgal : May I know the work which used to be 
taken from the Chief Parliamentary Secretary, Paliamentary Secretaries and 
Private Parliamentary Secretaries by the last Government ? 


Mr. Speaker: The question relates only to the Chief Parliamentary 
Secretary. 


Chief Minister: Ihave placed the detailed reply on the table of 
the House. 


eee ee eames 


NATIONAL VOLUNTEER CORPS. 


*1745. Dr. Sant Ram Seth: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased. 
to state : — 


(a) whether it is a fact that the National Volunteer Corps has been 
wound up ; if so, since when and the reasons therefor ; 


(b) the number of years during which it worked ; 
(c) the number of young men trained by it ; 


(d) whether any other institution or body has taken up its work ; 
if so, the name of such institution or body ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) The Punjab Volunteer Corps 
has not been wound up. This organisation is being organised 
with effect from 1-4-50 and a section of it will be amalgamated 
with the Police. 


(b) This organisation was created in December, 1947 and will 
remain in existence. 


(c) (i) 13000 (thirteen thousand only) volunteers were trained 
during the above period. 


Soa See ema aara a orth tn 
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(ii) A tota] number of 112321 men and 107884 women were trained 
by this organisation upto the 31st January, 1950 under the 
Mass Training Scheme. 
(d) The work done by the Punjab Volunteer Corps will, it is 
contemplated, be entrusted to the Police administration with 
effect from the Ist April, 1950. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know if the Government is making 
any use of the persons who have been trained according to this scheme ? 


Chief Minister: They will be made use of when necessary. 
Mr. Speaker: Next question. l 


m ame aa mere 


G. P. FUND OF PANDIT SANT LABHAYA. 


*1747. Chaudhri Suraj Mal: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state the reasons why full payment has nct yet been made of the amount 
of G. P. Fund standing to the credit of Pandit Sant Labhaya. Head Assistant, 
Inspector General of Prisons’ office who retired on 16-- 7-- 47 ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: Pt. Sant Labhaya ‘tetired from 
service on the 16th July, 19471. e. before partition . The sum of Rs. 3261/1/- 
out of the amount standing at his credit in the G. P. Fund account was paid to 
him on the 23rd July. 1947. The balance which amount to about Rs. 363/- or 
so, has,not yet been paid to him as the exact amount payable has not been 
intimated by the Accountant General Punjab (Pakistan). The Accountant 
Géneral Punjab (India) is in correspondence with the Accountant General 
Punjab (Pakistan) on the subject. 


Re i ee se 


G P. FUND OF PANDIT SANT LABHAYA. 


*1748. Shrimati Sita Devi: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state the reasons why full payment has not yet been made of the amount 
of G. P. Fund standing to the credit of Pandit Sant Labhaya, Head Assistant, 
Inspector Gcneral of Prisons‘ office who retired on 16-7-47 ? l 

The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : The attention of ihe hon. 
Member is drawn to the reply given to the previous Question No. *1747 on 
the same. subject. 


osn mamet -oup a 


, NON: AVAILABILITY OF PRINTED REGISTERS OF DEATHS AND BIRTBS. 


*1534. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation 
be pleased to state whether the reply to my starred eee No. 1156} put 
on 10-10-49 is ready ? 
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The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: Reply to Starred Assembly Question 
No. 1156 was issued in December last. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: Although I have not received a copy of the 
reply yet I would like to know as to what the people would doin case of 
any dispute regarding the date of birth of any child born during the six 
months in which no enteries were made in the police registers ? 


Minister: We are sorry for this fact. But I think it must have been 
due to certain insurmountable difficulties. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: Even a single day matters in civil cases and in 
services. May I know if the people are going to be penalised for this 
irregularity on the part’of Government ? 


Minister : We will try to find out the average of the ages of the children 
born during this period of six months. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : Couldn't the Police officials make the enteries 
of births and deaths in some other registers in the case of non-availability 
of prescribed registers ? 


Minister: They should have made the enteries on blank paper. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: Is it not afact that the police authorities of 
Patti wrote to the Civil Surgeon, Amritsar for permission to make such enteries 


on blank papers, but the permission was not given ? 
Minister: I thank the hon. Member for the information he has given. 


As regards the refusal of the Civil Surgeon, we will enquire. 


Mr. Speaker: Next question. 


AREA FOR THE NEW CAPITAL At CHANDIGARH. 


*1673. Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the hon. Minister for Local 
Self;Government and Labour be pleased to state :— 


(a) the total area of land which Government proposes to acquire for 
building the new Capital at Chandigarh ; 


(b) the percentage of the barren land in the area to be acquired ; 
(c) the total number of wells situated in this area ; 
(d) t the total number of garlens in the area ? 


The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad: (a) A total area of 7914 acres 


is proposed to be acquired toy the Capital Scheme. 
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(b) The percentage of barren land to be utilised will depend on 
the reclamation proposals which are under investigation. 

(c) the total number of wells situated in this area is 46. 

(d) the total area under the gardens in the land proposed to be 


acquired is 159 acres. The number is not available at the 
moment. 


„e md a eee 
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NEW CAPITAL. 


*1674. Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the hon. Minister for Local, Self 
Government and Labour be pleased to state :— 


(a) the number of persons that will be displiced by acquisition of 
the site for the New Capital at Chandigarh ; | 


(b) whether the Government proposes to make any alternative 
arrangements for their rehabilitation ; 


(c) the amount of compensation which the Government intend to 
pty per acre for land thus acquired ; 


(d the amount per acre Government intends charging from persons 
who buy sites at the new Capital ? 


The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad: (a) The number of persons that 


will be displaced by acquisition of land for the capital Scheme 
* will be 5628. . 


(b) the Government have already in hand proposals for allotment 


of evacuee land to persons likely to be displaced from the 
Capital site. 


(c) As far as possible, land of equivalent value will be given to 
the displaced owners in lieu. However, compensation, where 
necessary, will also be given, the amount depending on the 
quality of land acquired. 


(d) The rate per acre to be charged from the buyer of sites at 
Chandigarh will be determined after the Development costs 
are worked out on the completion of Master Plan, which is 
under preparation. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: May I know if the Government has finally 
decided as to which land and from which villages it is to be acquired ? 


Minister : This thing has not been finally decided so far. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: How can the hon. Minister say in the absence 


of any final decision as to which land would be acquired ? 
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Minister: These are only approximate figures. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: May I know as to what price will be charged 
: from the people intending to purchase plots at the site of the Capital ? 


p Minister: It has not been decided as yet. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: The hon. Minister has said that about 5,000 


people would be displaced from the site of the Capital. Is it the number of 
families. ? 


Minister : Yes, it is the number of families. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: May I knowif the Government will be prepared 


to change the site on being approached by some deputation of. people ? 


mee Minister: The Government always decides cases on their merits and 
not under pressure. 
Shrimati Sita Devi: Isit nota fact that the decision for the site of 
the Capital has been changed twice or thrice ? 
Minister: No, that is not correct. 
Mehta Ranbir Singh : May I know if the land required for the Capital 
would be acquired as a whole or in instalments according to requirement ? 
Chief Minister : It will be acquired as and when required. - 
Mehta Ranbir Singh : May I know if any priority list will be prepared 
for the intending purchasers of plots at the site ? 
Chief Minister: There is no need of preparing any priority list. Plots 
will be given to all desirous persons. . 
Mehta Ranbir Singh: Is it not a fact that the previous decision for 
the site was changed on account of the agitation of the Anti-Rajdhani 
Committee ? j 
Minister: If any change has been made it has been done on merits 
R of the case and not under pressure. 
= Shrimati Sita Devi: Is there any possibility of changing this decision 


once again keeping in view the merits of the case ? 
i Minister: There is little possibility now. 


apama SEES amaata Taimaa 


Demands For Supplementary Grants 
PROVINCIAL EXCISE 


Chief Minister (The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava): I move :— 


That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 2,87,200 be granted . 
to the Governor to defray the charges that will come in course 


of payment for the year ending 31st March, 1950, in respect of 
Provincial Excise. 
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Mr: Speaker: Motion moved :— 


That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 2,87,200 be granted to the 
Governor to defray the charges that will come in course of payment 
for the year ending 31st Marh, 19 0, in respect of Provincial Excise. 


Mania Ranbir Singh (Ludhiana and Ferozepur, General Rural) 
(Hindustani) : Sir,... 


Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member’s motion is out of order. He may 
however, oppose the demand as a whole. I would like to make it clear to 
the hon. Members that while speaking on Supplementary Demands, they 
cannot discuss the general policy of the Government, but can only speak 
to the items contained in a particular demand. 


Mehta Ranvir Singh: I would abide by your ruling, Sir, and would 
contine myself to the subject matter of opium. 


_/ Mr. Speaker : What isin that item that the hon. Member wants to 
discuss ? The total expenditure anticipated is more than the sanctioned 
allotment owing to an increase in price. What criticism can the hon. Member 
make in this connection ? 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: If you allow meto have my say, I will put 
my view point before the House. 


Mr. Speaker: Ae shoald not discuss the general policy. 

Mehta Ranbir Singh : Sir, with yo1¢ permission I wish to draw the atten- 
tion of the House to the question of thesale of opium in our State. In this matter 
the hon. Members are aware that the licensed opium shops are supplied opium 
by the Government from the Government Opium Factory at Ghazipur. I would 
like to say that opium-taking is a very bad habit. On this question there can’t 
be any two opinions in this House. Even the U. N. O. has thought fit to 
condemn the use of opium. Our hon. Chief Minister has characterised the dis- 
couragement of the use of opium as an international obligation. in his Budget 
Speech on page 22. He has expressed the desire to stop the use of opium in a 
period not exceeding ten years. In view of the importance of the matter, I wish 
to draw the attention of the hon. Members towards this bad habit. In this con- 
nection, it will not be out of place to quote the example of China—a country so 
much addicted to it. When Dr. San Yut Sen came to power he realized that 
the foreign powers were encouraging this evil among the Chinese people in order 
to keep their hold upon them. He made efforts to root out this evil. The 
Nationalist Government under Generalissmo Chiang Kai Shek also tried to 
follow in his footsteps in this matter. But when China was overrun by the 
Japanese the same old imperialist policy was again followed in order to 
denoralize the people of China. I am pained to see that no efforts are being 
made by our Government towards discouraging the supply and use of opium 
in our State. I don’t say that our Government intends demoralizing the hon. 
Members also. 


PROVINCIAL EXCISE 3 (17) 27 
Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish : Sir, it is a reflection on the House. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : Sir, I have explained to the House the manner in 
which the Nationalist Government of China dealt with this evil and the praise- 
worthy work that it did for the people of that country. But the present 
Government of ours which claims to follow the ideals of Mahatma Gandhi 
seems to be inactive as far as the question of taking rigorous steps in this 
direction is concerned. Itis a matter of regret that instead of doing its 

i duty to the people the Government is after money. All its efforts are 
directed towards getting money anyhow. 


ra 


V Mr. Speaker: The hon Member is discussing the policy of the 
Government. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Sir, itis a matter of common knowledge that 
opium has got no food value at all. I cannot say whether our worthy 
Minister can prove that it does possess food value just as he did in the case 
of peery (Interrupttons) Here I wish to refer to page 3 of the Memorandum. 


A) Mr. Speaker: I would ask the hon. Member to refer to this subject on 
some other Demand. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Sir, what I wish to submit is that the original . 
grant of five lakhs which was sanctioned by this House has been further 
p hy Rs. 21,130. This increase seems to be quite unreasonable. 


Mr. Speaker: I reminded the hon. Member in the very beginning not to 
discuss the policy of the Government which was agreed to by the House when 
the original Demand was sanctioned in the Budget. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: I want to give reason as to how the Government 
has been» in the wrong to demand additional funds to meet the increased 
expenditure on opium. 


Mr. Speaker: The principle of opium consumption has been accepted 
: by the House. Now to say that the Government should not have done 
pe that or it has been in the wrong is going beyond the scope of the Supplement- 


tary Demand. 
e 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: I want to advance argument as to why Iam 
opposed to this particular demand. My point is that*the Demand for the 
purchase of more opium is detrimental to the interests of the State. _ 


. Mr. Speaker : That is exactly the poiat which the hon. Member cannot 
be allowed to bring forward. (Laughter.) 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: If you just permit me I will show that I am not 
opposi=g this Demand merely for the sake of opposition. Ihave weighty 


reasons to advance against this PDemand. I may point out that the Gover-n 
Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha f 
Digitized by; 5 
Panjab Digital Library 


Orig 
Pun 


Digi 


al with; 


(17) 28 f PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [29th March, 1950 


(Mehta Ranbir Singh] 


ment should have some justification issdemanding more funds for the purchase 
of opium, if the commodity had any food value. 


n Mr. Speaker: There is no question of food value in the Demand. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: When under the instructions of the Government 
of India, they-have to introduce total prohibition of opium, they should have 
purchased opium worth Rs. 5 laks and nothing more. I maintain that to 
demand additional funds for the purchase of opium is not at allin the inter- 
ests ol the people of the State. 


V Mr. Speaker : The hon. Member ought to have given expression to those 
sentiments when that sum of Rs. 5 lakhs was under discussion in the original 
Budget. He cannot do it now. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : I would like to draw your attention to the 


explanation given for this additional demand in the Supplementary Estimates. 
It runs—- 


It is now expected that the Manager, Government Upium 
Factory, Ghazipur, will supply 348 maunds of opium 
to East Punjab. The cost price of opium being Rs. 37-7-0 
per seer at present, the total expenditure is anticipated 
to be Rs. 5,21,130 as against the sanctioned allotment of 
Rs. 5,900,009 . Additional funds to the extent of Rs. 21, 
130 are required. 


It will thus be seen that nowhere has it been stated that due to rise 


in the price of opium, Government had to incur more expenditure and that 


is the reason why Government has come forward for money. Nor has it been 
stated as to why has the price of opium been increased. Anyhow whatever the 


reason may be, this is not in the interests of the province and the action of 
the Government 


eeeece 


Y Mr. Speaker: I cannot allow the hon. Member to discuss that. 


Minister For Public Works: Will it not be advisable that the hon. 
Speaker should arrange for the tuition of such hon. Members who do not 
understand such simple rules. 


: Mr. Speaker : e No reflection, please. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh ; iam not discussing the general policy of the 
Government’ I want to submit that the Government by spending money 
over and above the sanctioned allotment has done something which is detri- 
mental to the interests of the State. 


Mr. Speaker: I have pointed out more than once that the hon. Member 
is not entitled to say what he is saying. He referred tothe U.N, O., he 
referred to China; he said that the Government should not have purchased 
opium and so on, May I ask how he is relevant in bringing in all these matters. 
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Mehta Ranbir Singh: I have said that in regard to this matter 
Government has not acted in the interests of the State and the consumer and 
in support of my argument I cited the example of China and urged that we 
should take a lesson from what happened there and should refrain from 
doing a similar thing here. 


Minister For Public Works: The hon. Member seems to possess lot 
of opium. He can rest asaured that it will sell like hot cakes. (Laughter). 


Chief Minister : May I ask your permission, Sir. to say something in 
this connection. When the hon. Member gets this information, he will pro- 
bably feel satisfied and it may not be necessary for him to continue his 
criticism. For the information of the House, I submit that the consumption 
of excise opium during 1948-49 was 387 maunds. In accordance with Govern- 
ment of India’s orders it was reduced to 348 maunds for the current year. 
Accordingly, its consumption per 10,000 of population per annum in this 
State is 11.4 seers against 44 seers in Pepsu. In accordance with Government 
of India’s latest policy, its consumption is to be brought to 6 seers per 
10,000 of population per annum within a period of four years (i. e. in the year 
1954-55) and total prohibition is to be enforced within a period of 10 years. 
i. e., after 1958. Keeping this, in view a cut of 414 maunds_ has been applied 
in our excise indent for 1950-51 thus reducing the consumption from 348 
maunds to about 300 maunds. Similar cut will be applied in the indents 
for subsequent years. It will thus be seen that this Government is already 
doing everything possible in this direction in accordance with Government 


of India’s settled policy. 


Mr. Speaker : I would like to remind the hon. Members that I have 
to apply Guillotine at 5-45 p m. So they have to discuss all these demands 


which they want to, before that time. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: The hon. Chief Minister has informed the House 
that the Government had to purchase 348 maunds of opium from the Govern- 
ment of India. May I know why should the Government purchase all 
the quantity ? | 


Minister For Labour and Excise: If Iam permitted, I would clear the 
position. The Central Government fixes quota of opium for the different States 
and whatever quota is thus fixed, the State is bound to purchase it, The Punjab 
State had thus to purchase the quota fixed for it and had to pay the cost 
which exceeded Rs. 5 laks by Rs. 21,180. Hence a Supplementary Demand 
had to be brought before the House. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: I do not see eye to eye with what the hon. 
Minister has stated. It was not the steel quota which the state had to buy 
in the interest of the people and for the industrial development of the State. 
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. Tt was also not the quota of food-grains which the Government was required 
_to purchase to save the public from starvation. It was opium and if the 
Government had purchased less quantity, Ido not think the Government 7 
of India would have taken offence at it and pressed the Punjab Government a 
to purchase the whole of it. Had they done so, it would have gone 
counter to their policy of prohibition of opium which they want to introduce 
gradually and accomplish in 10 years. In this connection, I am reminded of 
a story. Once, an old bania fell ill. His sons spent huge amounts on him. 
When he recovered from illness, people came to see him and asked him if he 
had recovered fully. He told them that there was no doubt that he had 
recovered from his illness but all the same that did not mean that he was 
free-from all the worries as even after so much money was spent he had yet to =e 
die. Similarly, the greatest worry of the people is this ‘bania’ Government 
(Interruptions.} 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Ona point of Order, Sir. May I know if 
the D raised by the hon. Member is relevant ? 


Mr. Speaker : I would ask the hon. Member to be relevant. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : What [I wish to point out is that Govern- 
ment should not make money from opium also. I do not find any justification 
on the part of the Government to spend public money on such matters which 


are instrumental in affecting the health of the people with a view to 
earn more. 


Chaunhri Lahri Singh (Rohtak North, General, Rural; (Hindustani) : 
Sir, I rise to say a few words with regard to the expenditure of Rs 97,300 
involved in connection with the Land Rovers. My hon. Friends are fully 
aware of the fact that ours is a deficit State. On the one hand, we do not 
find any proposal for tapping the resources of our State, while on the other, 
we find huge amounts being spent on purchasing jeeps and rovers for the 
officers of the department who previously used to cover the distances on 
horseback for carrying on the detection work. Asa matter of fact, I do not É 
find any justification on the part of the Government in spending a fairly large 
amount simply to provide vehicular conveyance to the officers. Itis the intention 
of the Government to provide separate transport for 6 or 7 districts where 
transport facilities in the forn of private buses and other such conveyance 
arrangements are already available. Even in the United Punjab, which 
comprised 29 districts, such a huge and unnecessary provision was not made in 
- connection with the detection work. Officers there fully realized their respon- 
sibilities. I really fail to understand the reason why it has been felt necsesary — 
provide jeeps and rovers for the officers when they can easily do without 
these in detecting cases in connection with illicit distillation and smuggling of 
liquor. In fact there seems to be no necessity to purchase rovers when we 
find police stations and sub-stations at every 10 or 15 miles in every nook and 
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corner of the State where buses are available at any time. It goes without 
saying that it will give us the greatest pleasure if our Government took adequate 
steps to introduce prohibition in our State. But before taking such a step, it 
is necessary to take stock of the financial position of the State. I am really 
constrained to remark that the police officers for whom these rovers and jeeps 
are meant have become so lethargic and ease-loving that they do not like to 
walk even a few miles on foot—nay they will not move out of their doors for 
any official work unless they find jeeps waiting for them outside their houses. 
I have noticed it often that the police officers who live like princes have become 
so careless and lethargic that they utilize these jeeps even on ordinary 
occasions when they could easily do without these. 1 would like to bring this 
point home to the hon. Chief Minister that it would really have been in the 
fitness of things if instead of spending huge amounts on useless and unnecessary 
things, some hospitals and schools were opened in the rural areas. By taking 
such a step, our Government would have really done something substantial in 
the interests of the people. But itis really a pity that while making such 
genuine demands to improve the lot of the people in the rural areas. objection 
is raised by the Government that we are raising the rural-urban controversy. 
There can, however, be no two opinions on this matter that we cannot succeed 
in introducing prohibition in our State unless and until we give proper educa- 
tion to our children. Ours is a poor State and it is therefore the duty of the 
Government not to waste public money. The officers whose duty it is to detect 
cases in connection with illicit distillation and smuggling of liquor should be 
asked to walk small distances on foot and where it is necessary to have any 
conveyance they should not hesitate to utilize horses and bicycles for this 
purpose. It seems that our Government have not taken any ` pains in 
scrutinizing the demands of the departments or in* other words they place 
such unnecessary demands without scrutinizing them as are’ not instrumental 
in doing’ any good to the public. f Perhaps they are under the impression 
that the hon. Members have come to support ali items that they place before 
this House. ï am of the opinion that our Government is not justified in 
supplying special transport to different departments. 


Pan lit Durga Chand Kaushish: On a point of Order, Sir. The hon. 
Member instead- of discussing the land rovers meant for pu ag transport seems 
to oppose the general policy of the Government. 


Chaydhri Lahri Siagh: sir, lam glad to see that there has been an 
addition in the ‘?ithus’ of Government. l 


W Mr. Speaker: This word is unparliamentary, I would ask the hon. 
Member to withdraw it. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: Sir, how can an hon. Member who 
has already been a Minister thrice call others ‘Pithus’ ? 


Chaudhri Labri Singh; Sir, since you have been pleased to rule this 
word as unparliamentarv, I withdraw it. But all the same I would like to 
bring this point hone to my hon. Friend that I am not discussing the general | 
transport policy of the Government. I am criticizing the unnecessary expendi- A 
ture of Rs 97,300 required by the Excise Department for purchasing land « 
rovers which are meant for those officials who would not like | 
to walk on foot, mor they like to travel by public carr- 
iers. I am discussing this item simply to bring this point home to my 
hon. Friends that the hon. Ministers are under the impression that we are here ` 
to support anything and everything that is placed before the House by them, 
On the one hand, we find huge amounts being wasted on purchasing jeeps and 
land rovers while on the other we do not find any arrangements being made for 
opening new schools, hospitals and roads in the rural areas. I would like 
to bring this point home to the hon Minister-in-charge that if in spite of 
all that I have stated he insists on spending huge amounts on such matters 
which are not going to give any benefit to the general public, then I am sure, 
the condition of our State would go on worsening day by day. Under the 
circumstances, I would request the hon. Members to criticize each and every 
ittm. In spite of the decisions arrived at in the party meetings on these matters 
or in spite of the party whips issued to support suchitems, I would request | 
them not to hesitate in exposing the Government, the hon. Chief Minister 


and the hon. Minister- in-charge. \ 


There are no two opinions on the point that the public money is being 
wasted by the Government ruthlessly and the claims of the poor people who 
form the majority of the population of the State continue to be ignored. 
The pressing need of the hour ıs to do something substant al to improve the 
hard lot of the poor masses. The expression of mere lip-sympathy on the 
part of the hon. Ministers in the course of their speeches is not going to give 
any satisfaction to the poor masses. 


Pandit Sbri Ram Sharma (Southern Towns, General, Urban) 
(Hindustani) : Sir, on page 3 of the Supplementary Estimates, we find a sum 
of Rs. 2,87,200 under the Head ‘Provincial Excise’ being additional appropria- — 
tion required to meet the anticipate.| excess. Under this head, we find Rs, 

10,210 for Travelling Allow nce of the officers of this department. We also ' 
find a sum of Rs. 5.300 for reward; to Government servants in connection 
with the detection of illicit distillation and smuggling cases. Sir, not only 
thousands but lakhs of rupees have been spent on travelling allowance of s 
officers to prevent smuggling of opium and distillation of illicit liquor. I 
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would therefore, submit that even if it is a necessary expenditure, it is the 
duty of the Government to see that the object for which this Supplementary 
Demand has now been made is really served. Bu. I would frankly say that 
| the money that has been spent by way of travelling allowance has not 
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achieved the desired results and similarly the sum of rupees four lakhs 
for which a Supplementary Demand has been put forward would also be 
unproductive of any good results. Under these cricumstances, I think it 


‘` is no use blindly incurring such huge expenditure on”T. A., if it is barren 


of results. As the House is aware that prohibition was enforced in Rohtak 
district as an experimental measure and I would, therefore, like to quote the 
instance of this very district where illicit distillation of liquor is being carried 
on, ona large scale in spite of Government’s spending considerable amount 
of expenditure on the T. A. of officers for detecting excise crimes. It is an 
open secret that illicit distillation was carried on in village Dhamar before 
the enforcement of prohibition in this district and now it has all the more 
increased. I made complaints about it to the district authorities but their 
efforts to check the crime have altogether proved abortive. The hon. 
Minister-in-charge should know that it is of no use presenting Supplementary 
Demand before the House and asking for more funds as all previous attempts 
made by the Government to stop illicit distillation have been nullified by a lack 
of willing cooperation by the police in this direction. It is generally observed 
that the members of police staff whether Inspectors of Police or Sub- 
Inspectors or Head Constables of Police are often found in league with 
the offenders and they at once quietly pass on the information of the impend- 
ing raid by the officers with the result that the offenders escape long before the 
actual raid. Sometime back I informed the Excise Department about a working 
still and in return I received a letter of thanks from the department. But 


‘such a letter is of no significance when the Excise Department could not 


bring the offenders to book. The information is surreptitiously passed on to 
such persons who make good their escape. 1 would, therefore, like to inform 
the hon. Minister-in-charge that I would offer no objection to the 
acceptance of this Supplementary Demand provided it is made clear 
that this increasing expenditure will ensure satisfactory results in the matter 
of checking excise crimes. I must, however, admit that enforcement of prohi- 
bition has been of much value as the number of drunkards has not increased 
and that the persons who were addicted to the use of wine have abandoned 
it. But the Government should adopt effective measures to put astop to 
illicit distillation of liquorin the State. I have no objection against this 
Supplementary Demand but all the same Government should see that there 
is proportionate improvement in the reduction of excise crimes in the State, 
The Government should also keep in view the fact that the work for which 
this Supplementary Demand is being made, is done in a satisfactory way. 
Besides Rohtak, illicit distillation is being carried on in. the other districts 
as well. 


Mr. Speaker : The hon. Member’s time is up. 


Sardar Fachan Singh (Ludhiana Central, Sikh, Rural.) (Hindi): Sir, the 


Oe 
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Government have sanctioned a sum of Rs. 11,630 to meet the cost of cartridges 
to be supplied to the Excise Inspectorate Staff in certain districts. It is 
strange that on the one hand Government states that it has sanctioned 
additional police staff for the detection of excise crimes and on the other hand 
it is said that the police staff is not always available. I fail to understand 
how the Governmnet can reconcile both these statements. The real fact is 
that many police officers have joined hands with the persons who carry on illicit 
distillation of lquor and in the face of this fact appointment of additional 
staff and equipping them with revolvers would be of no avail in putting 
a stop to these excise crimes. The honourable Minister-in-charge is aware that 
when the Congress Government came into power in the year 1947, it made 
loud professions that it would do its best to root out corruption from the ` 
State but what we see is that corruption is rather on the increase, so much ar 
so that the hon. Chief Minister had to admit that corruption had increased 

in tLe State. Similarly the Government has also admitted that the number of 

excise criminals has also increased manifold. The hon. M nister- 

in-charge would perhaps racollect that h admitted during his speech in 

a. public meeting that’ the excise crimes had increased 20 times the 
pre-independence days. The hon. Minister-in-charge is of the view 

that land rovers will help the staff in raiding working stillsin time. lf crimes 

had substantially decreased by providing such transport faciities, I would 

have certainly asked the Government to make increased provision in this 

beha'f. But excise crimes have not been held in check and the condition 
‘continues to be the same. As regards Ludhiana district I make . bold 

_to say that excise crime is on the increase and the responsibility for all 

this lies solely with the administration of the Government. To effect a 

cure of the disease after its diagnosis one should advantageously 

study the root cause of such a disease rather than fumble and fid ile 
_about with palliatives. But the pity is that the Government do not deal 
—eflectively with that part of administration which is hampering the elimination 

of such an ele ent from the State. As a matter of fact the distillation of illicit 

liquor is being carried on openly in villages and the police officers are hand : 

in glove with the cuJprits. So long as the Government do not take stringent ed 
measures against the police officers, there cannot be reduction in the excis: 
crimes in the State, Sir, there is a general tendency towards slackness in the 
services to-day. No public servant wants to take pains in the discharge of his 
duties. Ifthe staff employed on ‘Grow More Food’ schemes is given a vehicle, 
the excise Staff thinks why should they not have Land Rovers, and the 
infection then spreads to other departments. Every official thinks that he 


should also be allowed to have some transport at his disposal so that he may — 
not have to take any pains. 


The fact of the matter is that our Government has no vision, so far as 


| its excise policy is concerned. It has not made any effort whatsoever to 
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remove this vice of drinking from this State. On the other hand it seems 
to be encouraging the people to indulgein it more and more, since the major 
portion of its revenues comprises income from excise. You might be surprised 
to hear, Sir, that the income from excise in this State is even more than the 
income from land revenue. Whereas the Madras Government is foregoing 
an income of Rs. 16 to 17 crores on account of its prohibition policy and the 
Government of Bombay has also decided to forego revenue on this account 
from first April, our Government ha: no such object in view but on the other 
hand wants to increase its present income from this source. It will be no 
exaggeration if it is said that our Government desires that more and more 
people should fall into the evil habit of drinking. This will be clear to any 
astute observer of its policy. 


Some days back, I had a talk with the Inspector-General of Police on 
this subject, in the course of which he told me that he had written to the 
Government that so long as the Excise Departmant continued to function 
as it was functioning for sometime back, the excise policy of the Government 
would fail to achieve the desired result and that a change in the policy was 
urgently called for, if illicit distillation of liquor had to be stopped. What 
is the present condition, so far as the problem of illicit distillation is concerned ? 
The Government itself has been forced’ to admit that it has been on the 
increase. What more proof is needed of the complete failure of the excise 


policy of our Government. Under these circumstances, we are compelled to 
say. ` oo 


a qt Al aT aT ae at A fana a 
fen wa & wa oa ad waa faoa Ñ | 


The fact of the matter is that our Government and the hon. Ministers 
themselves do not want to stop illicit distillation. Has any concerted action 
been taken in the matter ; have any whole-hearted efforts been made in this 


_ direction ; have any ‘Anti Illicit Distillation’ weeks or fortnights been celebrat- 

ed with a view to eliciting public co-operation in rounding up the maximum 
-number of offenders ? In my opinion, Sir, the Government has not at all been 
serious in the matter. During the last two years, several cases of excise offences 
. were challaned but they remained pending for a very long time. 
. was that the people got the impression that the Government was not serious 
_in the matter. I would, therefore, urge that in future all such cases should 
be speedily disposed of. The excuse of having no Magistrates to try such 


The resu't 


cases sounds ridiculous, especially in view of the fact that the Government 


- has spent a sum of about rupees one lakh on Land Rovers. Has the Government 


made any attempt to justify this expenditure by the results achieved since 
the use of Land Rovers by the excise staff? Surely this House has a right 


to know, on the basis of facts and figures, as to what measure of success has 
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its efforts to prevent illicit distillation met asa result of the use of these 
vehicles. So far as my knowledge goes, even now-a-days illicit distillation of 
liquor continues unchecked in the districts of Ludhiana and Ferozepore. The 
people who indulge in this practic are stillin possession of the necessary 
apparatus and are undaunted. Why? The cause isnot far to seek. The 
offenders are in collusion with the excise staff and the police, every-one of 
whom receives in the bargain a fixed sum per mensem as illegal gratification 
and wine to his heart’s fill. Several complaints of this nature have come 
to my notice in which the staff of the Polica Stations is stated to have 
been conniving at these offences in return for regular supply of liquor to 
them by the offenders. About one Police Station, my informotion is that 
“all its officials are in the habit of drinking and have, therefore, struck a 
bargain with those engaged in illicit distillation. 


Sardar Dalip Singh Kang: Has the hon. Member helped the staff in 
the detection of any still (Shatthi) ? Ea 


Sardar Bachan Singh: If like some hon. Friends, I were in the habit 
of drinking, I would have some knowledge in the matter but 


VY Mr. Speaker: No reflections please. Nobody knows for certain who 
drinks and who does not. (Interruption). | 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Sir; my hon. Friends get irritated when I disclose 
the true facts about them, because truth is always bitter. I was asking the 
Government if it can justify all this expenditure on land rovers, revolvers 
and cartridges by quoting facts and figures and comparing the incidence of 
excise offences before and after purchasing them. Or, isit that this money 
was spent to satisfy the vanity of the staff to show off and to appear as 
highly-placed officers and thus be in a position to feather their own nests ? 
Has any use been made of revolvers anu cartridges or have they only served 
the purpose of embellishing the bearing and form of the staff concerned ? 
I want to know if any raids have bee organized in the ilaqas where people 
are believed to be engaged freely in illicit distillation of liquor. I know for 
certain that very few. raids have been organized in these ilaqas. The House 
has a right to know how the Government justifies this expenditure. Has 

_ it ascertained the true position ? Can it tell us the number of such offences 
in the pre-partition Punjab, the number of offences in the years 1948 and 
194S and the present position, and the effect of the supply of land rovers 


on the incidence of offences ? Are such crimes decreasing or are they on 


the increase ? 


Sir, it is with great regret that I have to point out that our Govern- 
ment has not so far made any serious efforts to tackle the problem and the 
people are ruining themselves as a result of addiction to this vice. The 
: Government has admitted that illicit distillation has increased manifold. It 
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is all the more regrettable that our Government is dependent for a major 
portion of its revenues on income from excise. Income from this source is 
to-day as much as it used to bein the United Punjab, though there are now 
only 12 districts while formerly their number was 29. Itis sad to imagine 
that the people who claim to be true followers of Mahatma Gandhi, should be 
encouraging the vice of drinking in this province, whereas the Governments 
of other provinces are introducing prohibition. Notwithstanding eye- 
washes, judged by its actions and deeds alone. our Goverement compares 
unfavourably even with the Unionist ;Government. When the other States 
are manceuvring like that I do not know why the admirers of the Congress 
are encouraging the use of wine in this State. 


Chaudhri Sher Singh: They ‘are trying to do something good and 
therefore the word ‘manoeuvre’ should not have been used for them. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: What I wanted to say was that the other 
States were manceuvring to discourage the use of wine whereas this Govern- 
ment is encouraging it. If this Government were to do something good, 
I would surely support and praise it at all places. But the tragedy 
is that there isa wide gulf between their professions and their practices. 


Zit à zia la à Me (Tart R ale | 
Je] 3 vi ws 3 nia feuds 3 nig! 


Sardar Dalip Singh Kang: But is not the same true of the party 
of the hon. Member ? E 


Sardar Bachan Singh: The hon. Sardar Sahibis not aware that 
responsibility of the Government and not that of individuals or their parties 
is under discussion. Here I am charging the Government for its failure in 
stopping i licit distillation. It appears as if it has purchased land rovers and 
the ammunition just for the sake of display and no useful purpose 
has so far been served by these things. There are no facts to justify their ' 
purchase and the money spent on them is a sheer waste. As a matter of 
fact, the Government appears to be befooling the public by useless 
stunts. And after all what can be expected of it? It is not capable of 
doing anything useful as it always dances to the tune of the subordinate 
officers. The Ministers do not have the ability and experience to give a lead 


to their departments. They only know how to append their signature to 
the files. 


Minister for Locai Self Government and Labour: The hon. Member 
has also been a Minister for five days. 


a oU 
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Sardar Bachan Singh: In case there be any complaint in respcet of 
those five days, I am answerable for that. 


Sir, what I am driving at is that the Punjab Goverment should 
have adopted a strong policy for discouraging illicit distillation. I am 
surprised to find that after partition the epidemic of illicit distillation is 
more widespread than it had ever been in this State. I consider that 
it was the moral duty of the Government to proceed very effectively 
against the offenders to convince vs that it means business. But the tragedy 
is that this Governmcnt believes more in words and less in deeds. It should 
know that the necessity of words is dispensed with when one has recourse 
to practice. 


BUF Bia Bad FR Bz a We 
at fe a Taz 
HAA nis WAS fa we wane 


3 fa w33 ga Il 


In the end, Sir, I can’t help saying that huge sums of Rs. 93,000 and 
Rs. 11,000 have been wasted for nothing. 


Minister fur Local Self Government and Labour: [The hon. Shri Prithvi 
Singh Azad] (Hindi) : Sir, one of my hon. Friends has tried to show that this 
Government has taken no steps to reduce the consumption of opium in the 
State. He was also pleased to say that people had been made to consume 
more opium than before. In this coanection I am to point out that the 
Gove:nment has a settled policy and it is in accordance with the policy 
of the Central. Government which aims at puttiug a complete stop to the 
use of opium. ‘Ihe hon. Ciief Minister only a little while ago told the 


“House ihat this year our Government had to spend Rs. 21,130 more than 
‘What it spent ‘last year. But this should not be taken to mean that the 


Governnient purchased greater quantity of opium than it purchased last 
year. The reason for increase in expenditure is that the price of 
opium was increased and we had to buy the quota which was fixed 


for us at the beginning of the year. The House should bear in mind 


that when this quota is once fixed, it cannot be varied during the course of 
the year. So the reason fur increase in the expenditure on opium by 
Rs. 21,130 is not due to the fact that we purchased greater quantity than 
before but it is simply due to increase in its price. 


l Mehta Ranbir Singh: Isit a fact that the quota cannot be decreased 
during the course of the year ? 


Punja Widhan Sabha 


Digitifid by; 


Panja Digital Library 


Origina§ with; 
Punjab Fidhan Sabha 
Digitize by; 

Panjab 


igital Library 


2% PROVINCIAL EXCISE (17) 39 


Minister for Local self-Government and Labour: Yes, it cannot be 
decreased. 


Sir, in these circumstances, the increase of Rs. 21,130in our expenditure 
was inevitable. An hon. Member has been pleased to remark that this Govern- 
ment is not taking any steps to reduce the consumption of opium and he has 
tried to illustrate his point by giving examples of other States. I would 
like to inform him that the policy of this Government is to stop altogether 
the use of opium by 1958 definitely. Of course, exception will be made in the 
case of addicts and those who need opium on medical advice. All opium 
addicts will be registered by 1958 and no addition wil] be made ‘in the list 
after that. In view of such a policy of this Government it is absolutely wrong 
to say that no steps are being taken to end the use of opium in the State. : 


One of my hon. Friends objected to the purchase of land rovers. He 
said that the Government had wasted public money in purchasing them. The 
hon. Member who raised this objection was a Minister of this State for a con- 
siderably long time and understands these matters very well, but I am sorry 
that he criticised this action of the Government merely for the sake of criticism. 
I wish to say for his information that formerly the task of detection of cases 
of illicit distillation was done by the Police. As the required strength of the 
police force could not ke placed at the disposal of the Excise Department, 
the Government considered it essential that in order to carry on this work 
with the necessary speed, some fast-moving conveyance should be supplied 
to them. If it was reported that a still for the distillation of illicit liquor had 
been set up at a place 25 or 30 miles from a Police-Station, it was necessary 
that the detection staff should reach the spot as quickly as possible. If there 
was delay in reaching the spot, the work would have been completed and 
offendcrs would have escaped. Hundreds of instances have come to the notice 
of the Government in which the culprits ran away before the arrival of Police. 
In view of increase in cases of illicit distillation, the Government considered 
it essential to place land-rovers at the disposal of the staff connected with 
its detection. l am sorry. that some hon. Members who desire the Govern- 
ment to carry on the work of prevention of this crime vigorously, criticise it 
when it takes sume practical steps in its implementation. 


Similarly one of the hon. Members objected to the expenditure of Rs. 


l 1,630 on the purchase of revolvers for Excise staff. This had to be done on 


account of the lack of necessary co-operation on the part of the public. It 


‘would be realised that if the policemen or the detection staff of the Excise 
‘Department were unarmed, it would be very difficult for them to apprehend 
those who were engaged in illicit distillation because the latter were usually 
‘armed. In order to enable its staff to resists any attempt on their lives by 


those engaged in committing the offence, the Government decided to equip 
them with revolvers. It has been čcre mainly in the border districts in. 
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which the crime of illicit distillation had increased. Then. Sir, one of my hon. 
Friends criticised the working of prohibition enforced in Rohtak. I am thank- 
ful to him for pointing out the shortcomings and drawbacks in it. I wish 
to assure the hon. Member that this task can be carried on with success, 
if the hon. Members representing that district give their full co-operation to 
the Government. When prohibition was enforced in Rohtak, the hon. Members 
representing that district, the Panchayats and other workers co-operated 
with the Government with the result that my hon. Friend Pandit Shri Ram | 
Sharma who made criticism today, admitted that the consumption of liquor | 
had almost been completely ended in that district. I shall request those 

hon. members who wish the Government to do the task of prohibition with - 
complete success, to help it in its work. Co-operation of the public is very 
essential for success in this work. 


One of the hon. Members objected that the Government officers, police- 
officers and Ministers had 1o0t taken strict measures to root out illicit 
distillation of liquor. If my hon. Friend who said so, had examined the matter 
carefully, he would have found that thousands of such cases had been 
detected and the offenders brought to book. The Excise Act was also 
made more stringent. If. these facts had been studied, there would have 


been no occasion for making these objections. 


Then, Sir, it was said that the consumption of liquor in this State had 
increased. In this connection it was stated that the income of the Government 
from excise, was many times the income of the Government of pre-partitioned 


Punjab. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: I did not say so. 


` Minister for Local Self Government and Labour : If the hon. Member did 
not say that it bed increased any times, he did say that it had increased consi- 
derably. Iam sorry that the hon. Member did not try to understand the real 
position. I wish to say for his information that the Still-Head Duty and Excise ‘es 
Duty in this State is four times of what it used to be in the pre-partitioned 
Punjab. Then, Sir, the license fee chargeable from liquor shops has been 
increased. Formerly, a person got license for sale of foreign liquor on payment of 
fifly rupees only. This income fron licences which was only 38 thousand rupees 
before the partition amounted to Rs.48 lakh after the partition. Although this 
income has increased, yet the quantity of the liquor which is now consumed 
in our State, is much less than before. As a matter of fact we have effected a 
this increase in our income by following the right course and not by increasing 
the number of liquor using people, as is wrongly alleged by some hon. 
Members. I, therefore, submit that the Demand be passed. 
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Mr. Speaker: Question is— 


That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs, 2,87, 200 be granted to 
the Governor to defray the charges that will come in course of pay- 
‘ment for the year ending 31st March 1950, in respect of provincial 

Excise. 


The motion was carried. 


camer amen erm * seems 


STAMPS. 
Chief Minister (The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava): I move— 


That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 11,140 be granted to 
the Governor to defray the charges that will come in course of 
payment for the year ending 31st March 1950, in respect of Stamps. 


The motion was carried. 


ee 


CHARGES ON ACCOUNT OF MOTOR VEHICLES AND OTHER | 
TAXES AND DUTIES. 


Chief Minister: I move— 


That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 2,75,220 be granted to * 
the Governor to «defray the charges that will come in course of 
payment for the year ending 31st March 1950, in respect of charges 
on account of Motor Vehicles and other Taxes and Duties. 


The motion was carrted. : 


a a e aeae 


IRRIGATION WORKS. 
Chief Minister: I move— G 4 


That a supplementary sum not exceeding Ks.21,01,100 be grarted to 
the Governor to defray the charges that will come in course of 
payment for the year ending 31st March, 1950, in respect of Irriga- 
tion Works. l 


Mr. Speaker: Motion moved — 


That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 21,01,100 be granted to 
the Governor to defray the charges that will come in course of 
payment for'the year ending 31st March, 1950, in respect of Lrriga- 
‘tion Works. > 


= Chaudhri Suraj Mal ( Hansi, General, Rural) (Hindustani) : Sir, I 
want to make a few submissions regarding item number 11 on page 20 of the 
Supplementary Estimates. This item is ‘Extensions and Linings of Bhiwani 
Distributary.’ The estimated cost for these extensions is about Rs. 14 lakhs. 
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A part of this amount of Rs. 14 lakhs has already been spent. I would like 
to know from the hon. Minister for Irrigation whether the rural people will 
also get any benefit from this proposed expenditure of Rs. 14 lakhs, because 
it appears from the item that this sum would be spent for the benefit of the 
people of Bhiwani town only. I do not object to the spending on towns by 


the Government. I only want to know whether any village will also be 
benefitted by this increase in water or not. 


Chaudhri Labri Singh : Villages will also be benefitted by this increase 
in water. | 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal: I am sorry, Sir, the hon. Member is no longer 
a minister and is not in possession of facts as they exist to-day. 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh : I am in possession of facts. 


i 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal: Then he should occupy those benches. 
va Mr. Speaker: It is the duty of the Government to reply. 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh: They are keeping mum. 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal: Iwant to know whether any villages will also 
get more water on account of this increased water supply or not. What 
I fear is that this amount is being spent for the benefit of two or three 
factory owners of Bhiwani or for other towns people. Secondly, I would like 
to point out that a jarge part of this sum has already been wasted. I know 
from my personal knowledge that the people who are engaged on the work 
| of linings, have spent Ks. 500 for things which were worth only 50 rupees. 
: There is some scandal about the contracts also 1, therefore, draw the 

attention of the Guvernment to these things. I have no objection to the 

demand. What | want is that this amount should be spent rightly and for 
giving maximum benefit to people. 


Chiet Minister (fhe hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava) (Hindustani) : 
Sir, as stated in the memorandum to Supplementary Estimates, the amount 
under Major Head 68 was only ks. 7 jakhs. But afterwards, with the 
introduction of the Grow More Food Scheme, this amount was raised to 
Rs. 14 Jakhs. The increased water supply will also be used for irrigation 
purposes. Moreover, it was decided that this sum should be expended up to 
June next and not upt to 3lst March. That is why the demand of Rs 3 
lakhs was put under a different head. -This amount is, therefore, meant 
for the promotion of Grow More Food Scheme and not for Bhiwani Town only. ` 


It will benefit even rural people. I. therefore, submit that the demand 
be passed. 
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Mr. Speaker : Question is— 
That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 2! 01,100 be granted ta 


the Governor to defray the charges that.will come in course of pay- 


ment for the year ending 31st March, 1950 in respect of Irrigation 
Works. 


The motion was carried, 


marnm et ees Se 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 
Chief Minister: I move— 


That a supplementary sum not cxceeding Rs. 14,42,560 be granted to 
the Governor to defray the charges that will come in course of pay- 
ment for the year ending 31st March, 1950, in respect of General 
Administration. 


Mr. Speaker: Motion moved— 


That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 14,42,560 be granted to 
the Governor to defray the charges that will come!in course of pay- 


ment for the year ending 31st March, 1950. in respect of General 
Administration, 


Sardar Sajjan Singh (Patti, Sikh, Rural) (Punjabi) : Sir, here I wish to 
d:aw the attention of this House towards item number 3 of Rs. 35,350 in 
respect of T. A. and compensatory allowance. In this matter I wish to 
bring in a cut motion. 


aa Mr. Speaker: The cut motion is not in time. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh : Sir I wish to submit that a sum of about two 
lakhs and eighty-seven thousand has already been sanctioned under this 
head. But even then a demand for a further sum of Rs 35,350 is being 
brought before the House. In my opinion if we ourselves follow the rules: 
there would be no need for demanding increasing sums of money for such 
purposes. The hon. Members are aware of the fact that instructions have 
been issued to the Government officials that they should submit certificates 
regarding the class of compartments by which they travel. It is my 
humble suggestion that such instructions should apply to the M. L. A.s also ; 
we are also a part of the Government machinery. At present, there might 
be not more than five per cent M. L. A.s who actually travel by class I and 
charge the fare for that class. Others travel by class III and charge for the 
class I. As a matter of fact we have issued instructions to the Government 
servants but none to the hon. Members of this House. Under. these circum- 
stances how can we expect the civil servants to comply with such instructions. 
We are the representatives of the people and we are the workers of that 
great organisation, known as the Congress. It does not become us to be such 


. aristocrats. We are duty bound to raise the prestige of our country in 
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try to make ouf living high, truthful and simple. We-have before us the 
example of Pandit Mohan Lal Datta. He has been drawing Rs 150/- P. M. 


ae es P. M. from Ist of April 1948 till 3ist January 1950. 
r. Speaker: The hon. Member is welcome to make a similar 
voluntary cut. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: Sir, in the same manner on an enquiry by Sardar 
Bachan Singh he has been told that he could get Rs 688/- as travelling 
allowance during the year 1949 if he had charged classI fare. But actually 
he charged only Rs 120/6/-, thus saving Rs. 567/10/- to the Government. 


Shri Virendra: Will the hon. Member please say something about 
himself also ? | 


Sardar Sajjan Singh : As far as Iam concerned I received Rs. 334/9/- 
instead of Rs. 718/3/-. It is my conviction that if we ourselves do not follow 
the rules how can we expect others to follow them. Once my son put mea 
question in this connection. He asked me why is it that the Congress 
workers who are representatives of a great organisation and of the people 
charge class I fare while they travel in class III. I could not give any satis- 
factory answer to him. As a matter of fact, he was right. If we travel by 
class III we should charge fare for that very class and if we travel Inter class 
we should charge the fare accordingly. By so doing we can serve the people. We 
run the administration of this State. If we try to economise in such matters 
we can save a lot of public money and we can set a good example for others. 


Two hon. Members have taken Rs. 334 instead of Rs. 1620 and thus saved a sum. 


of more than one thousand rupees to the public exchequer, The item of 
expenditure which amounts to rupees three lakhs consists of rupees one lakh in 
respect of T. A. and two lakhs in respect of compensatory allowance. If we 
charge the actual class by which journeys are undertaken, there can be a sav- 
ing of rupees eighty thousand. But the condition is that we should follow the 
rules; faithfully. In this matter, I think, our leaders are also not free from 
blame, ‘While on every other minor matter we find the whips being issued, 
why cannot they issue whips to the party members in this matter of impor- 
tance. T. A. rules and other instructions issued to the Government servants 
should be made applicable to the hon. Members also. At present we are 
unable to say anything to those who do not follow these rules strictly. But 
if instructions are issued to the hon. Members as well, we will be in a position 
to point out to them that they are doing an objectionable thing. (An hon. 
Member : If all the hon. Members start travelling class I what advantage 
will the Government derive from it ?) If there is no direct advantage, at least, 
the Government will get more money by way of increased railway fare. 


Punjab Vidhan Sabha 


Digitfeed by; 


Panja Digital Library 


Q 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION (17)45 


Sardar Kartar Singh : I would suggest that instead of paying T. A., 
the hon. Members should be given railway tickets. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh : This is also right. In this connection, I wish 
to point out that there are usually the meetings of various Committees of this 
House. Some hon. Members have to attend these meetings. One fact has come 
to my notice. An Advisory Board of the National Volunteer Corps was consti- 
tuted. Government Publicity Department published a report of the working 
of this Committee. In the report there is a mention of two meetings of the 
Committee. The hon. Members received travelling allowances for these two 
meetings. But the proceedings of these meetings have not been entered into 
any minute book, In such matters, I know what happens. If we charge actual 
fare all others will follow our example. At present an ordinary man in the 
street says that the hon. Members are corrupt. He knows what -we are 


doing. I anr aware of the fact that no other Member except two travel by 
class I. 


tMr. Speaker: Such sweeping remarks are not allowed. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: Let me remove the misunderstanding of my hon, 
Friend on this point. When I held the office of Parliamentary Secretary, 
the average amount of my travelling allowance per mensem never exceeded 
Rs. 135/-. Besides, there is a lot of difference between the economic conditions 
prevailing now-a-days and those obtaining at that time. So my submission 
is that we should conduct ourselves in such a manner as is befitting 
people of an independent country. We are the representatives of the free 
people and we should not lose sight of the fact that there is always a glaring 
difference between the character of representatives of a slave country and those 
of an independent country. I would, therefore, suggest that it would be 


better and more economic for the Government to give railway passes to the hon. 


Members instead of allowing them to charge their travelling allowance at the 
present high rates. ‘Thus any chances of underhand dealings will become remote. 


- Mr. Speaker: I think it is better to amend the Act. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: Well, Sir, there is no necessity of amending the 
Act but the rules on the subject do require amendment. I would reiterate 
that we should present such a fine specimen of our character and set such 
an excellent example that the posterity or the members of the future 
legislatures may take pride in following our footsteps in the matter. It does 
not behove us to charge first class travelling .allowance while we actually 
perform our journeys in third class. I would request the hon. Chief Minister 
and other hon. Ministers with all the emphasis at my command that they 
should resolutely decide to make those very travellfng allowance rules appli- 
cable to themselves, which are enforced in the case of Government servants. 
This is necessary because in this way their travelling allowance bills would be 
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subjected to the same check to whicht het ravelling allowance bills of the 
Government servants are subjected. I think, if this suggestion is adopted, 
then necessity for bringing forward supplementary demands of the kind, now 
before the House, would be eliminated and Government will also escape the 
criticism of the public. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma (Southern Towns, General, Urban) (Hinduatani) : 
Sir, I would like to make a few observations on the demand under discussion. 
It has become necessary for the Government to put this demand since an 
excess expenditure is anticipated on account of extensive touring by the 
Parliamentary Secretaries. Although the amount involved is not very large, 
yet I would like to draw the attention of the Government to the fact that 
even this amount involves an uanecessary burden on the provincial 
exchequer because Punjab is a small and a deficit State. 


Chaudhri Sher Singh: The hon. Member, too, had been a Deputy 
Minister. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: But I resigned in view of what I have 
stated. The amount of travelling allowance may not be large, but I am 
concerned with the principle and spirit underlying this expenditure. I feel 
that an excessive expenditure, even ofa pie, is bad but [ would not take 
objection to an expenditure which is judicious and may amount to lakhs of 
rupees. I want to ask the Government to let this House know as to what 
important duties have been entrusted to the Parliamenta-y Secretaries, which 
cannot be accomplished by them at their headquarters. I fail to understand 
what sort of extensive tourning is expected of them, when the hon.. Ministers 
themselves extensively tour the State. Asa matter of fact there appears 
to be no justification for the Parliamentary Secretaries to undertake extensive 
tours. We will be grate ful to the hon. Chief Minister if he throws some 
light on the matter. This demand is going to be approved by the House in 
due course but I think that that approval carries more weight which is 
accorded by it after its having been fully convinced of the necessity for which 
the expenditure has been incurred. 


The second point which I want to discuss is the question of aeroplanes 
maintained by the Government. It has been shown time and again during 
interpellations as well asin general discussions that Government had taken 
a wrong step in purchrsing these aeroplanes which are proving a burden on 
the exchequer, but the Government is still hugging them on. I think that 
the Governments of free countries never fight shy of admitting their mistakes, 
if they commit any and they take immediate action to rectify them. Here it 
has been proved that the decision of the Punjab Government to purchase 
these aeroplanes was wrong and in fact they had wasted the hard earned 
money of the people. But they cling to them and try to justify their 
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maintenance. I would suggest that Government should lose no time in 
selling them away. Besides, in the words of an ex-Minister, they stand in 
the way of the Ministers charging their travelling allowances, because if 
the Ministers travel by aeroplanes they are not entitled to their T. A. 


Then my hon. Friend Sardar Sajjan Singh has drawn our attention to 
a high ideal, nay a Gandhian ideal in the matter of charging of travelling 
allowance by the Members of the Legislature. J appreciate his sentiments. 
I would rather praise that hon. Member also who travels in third class and 
yet charges no travelling allowance for his journey at all. This, too, is. a 
lofty ideal. But I still admire the action of that gentleman who makes a 
gift of his property to Government to utilise it for the good of the people. 
But my submission is that when rules provide that hon. Members are entitled 
to charge first class travelling ailowance, why should the honesty of the 
Members be doubted. Then if an hon. Member spends more than what he is 
entitled to charge. (supposing he travells in an aeroplane,) the Government 
will not give him more than what the rules provide on the subject. In other 
words as long as the rules exist, he is entitled to draw his travelling allowance 
for first class. I, therefore, don’t think that the hon. Member is justified in 
unnecessarily making a mountain of a mole hill. (An hon. Member: 
Government servants travelling rules should be made applicable to the M. L. 
A.s}. I am not aware nor even concerned whether similar travelling allow- 
ance rules exist for M. L. A.s and the Government servants. The point is 
that if the Assembly wants to act upon a certain ideal there is no bar to it. 
Government should frame such rues as would prevent the hon. Members from 
doing anything objectionable in this matter. In this connection I am 
reminded of the admirable example set up by our Friend Shri Mohan Lal Dutt. 


Mr, Speaker: In what matter ? In putting up his resignation ? 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: I think his resignation from the Assembly 
appears more grand than the action of those hon. Members who left their 
party on whose ticket they were elected and whom they had given their 
plighted word to abide by its discipline. 


Jnr. Speaker: No reflection lease. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Well, Sir, what I wanted to drive at was 
that Pandit Mohan Lal’s action in charging travelling allowance for third 
class, was commendable and all the hon. Members should try to follow in 
his foot steps. (Hear, hear). I bow my head out of respect for him. But 
I want that my hon. Friends who have taken objection to the hon. Members 
charging their first class T. A., should give their careful consideration to - the 
praiseworthy action of Pandit Mohan Lal in resigning his membership from 
the Legislature. I think keeping of one’s word of honour and the pledge is 
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much more valuable than lakhs «of rupees. I feel if my hon. Friends 
follow him in this respect, their action would be a source of greater encourage- 
ment to the hon. Members. than their critcism of the travelling allowance which 
the hon. Members are entitled under the rules. (Hear, hear.) A supplement- 
ary sum of Rs. 2,06,130 is being shown for additional staff employed in 
connection with the ‘Grow More Food’ work. The Deputy Commissioners 
have been vested with vast powers and they have been asked to put their 
maximum efforts in the food production drive in their respective districts It 
goes without saying that the increased food production is the pressing need 
of the hour. My hon. Friends are also not unmindful of the fact that huge 
amounts both from the Central as well as the State [Exchequer are being 
spent in the furtherence of Grow More Food Schemes. In view of this fact 
what we have to see is this : whether these amounts are really spent in this 
direction Iam of the opinion that the Deputy Commissioners do not seem 
to make right use of the money intended to be spent in the furtherence of 
Grow More Food schemes ; they lack the zeal and the real spirit which could 
have been instrumental in making this campaign a success. Some of the 
Deputy Commissioners are of the opinion that huge amounts are being wasted 
and that unnecessary expenditure is being incurrred by the Government which 
according to them is quite unproductive. Only recently one of the Deputy 
Commissioners told me that the Grow More Food schemes are quite useless. 
However what I would like to point out is that it is the duty of the Govern- 
ment to see ihat the officers who have been entrusted with this work, possess 
the real spirit and inner urge in them to implement such schemes successfully. 
I would like to bring this point home to my. hon. Friends that it is well nigh 
impossible for a Government to carry on its day-to-day administration 
without the active co-operation of the public in general and its real and true 
representatives in particular. The presentation of such Supplementary 
Demands to this House is apt to remind a person of those old days when the 
Britishers who previously held the reins of our Government did not feel any 
necessity to sympathise with the public nor did they even think of carrying 
their administration with the co-operation of the real representatives. Here 
I cannot do without bringing this point to the notice of the hon. Chief Minister 
who also happens to be our Finance Mini$ter that atthe time of placing the 
demands for grants before the House he should realize whether or not the 
demands passed by this House are spent in the right direction with a view 
to doing some substantial good to general public. But so far as I am 
concerned I am of the opinion that this is not being done here in our State, 
Tam convinced in my mind that so long as the Cabinet Ministers and the 
services do not fully achieve the active co-operation of good citizens and 
national minded people, it is not possible to improve the administration of 
our State Instances in this connection are not wanting. 1 belong to the district 
of Rohtak. Our District Grow More Food Committee consists of 70 members. 
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There are hardly one or two members amongst them who are good citizens 
and national minded persons. These two persons are the only real representa- 
tives of the people. 


VA Mr. Speaker : I think this point has already been discussed by the hon. 
Member on a previous occasion. He should not indulge in repetition. 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal: Perhaps the hon. Member wants that the Deputy 
Commissioner should call him...... 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Sir, I am not a “toady” like my hon. 
Friend who would go to the Deputy Commissioner even without his calling 
him. I would not go even if I were sent for by him unless and until it is 
for some good national cause. 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal: The hon. Member has undergone sudden change 
within these three days. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Ido not mind the interruptions made by 
my hon. Friend Chaudhri Suraj Mal who does not co-operate with the 
Government and who is out tocriticize it without any rhyme or reason. 
However I would like to submit that men like my hon. Friend who lack 
the real spirit in them are not prepared to co-operate with the Government 
in. running the administration of the State successfully. It is crystal clear 
from the interruption of my hon. Friend that he is out to criticize even the 
constructive suggestions made by the hon. Members for the good of the 
general public. I would, therefore, bring this point home to the hon. Members 
in general and the Government in particular that itis no use sanctioning 
the amount of Rs. 2,06,130 required in connection with the additional staff 
employed for Grow More Food work unless and until all-out efforts are 
made to implement the sugg ‘stions already mentioned by me. 


Further .e find a supplementary demand of Rs. 1,61,000 for the 
destruction of monkeys in the interest of Grow More Food Campaign. I do 
not want to discuss whether Government would be at a loss or gain. It is 
the intention of the Government to destory monkeys in the interest of 
Grow More Food Campaign. Who ‘knows what more steps besides the 
destruction of monkeys our Government is going to take in the furtherance 
of this Grow More Food scheme ? Perhaps it may even go to the extent 
of killing people who are not wanted. But it is necessary for the Government 
to take into account the feelings and sentiments of the people. In view of 
this fact certain complaints have been made by the people. So far as this 
matter is concerned, these sentiments of the people which cannot undergo 
any change have got totbe respected. If adequate arrangements are made 
to catch the monkeys and despatch them to such far off places where there 
is no likelihood of any damage being done by them, I think, people would 
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not get any chance to make any complaint - whatsoever. I would like 
to make this point clear that our Government has unnecessarily earned 
a bad name by destroying the monkeys. This is not all. Even my hon. 
Friend Chaughri_ Suraj Mal does not hesitate to openly criticize the action 
of the Government regarding the destruction of MONKEYS and wild cows in 
the publié meetings: $ 

V3 Mr. Speaker : Are you criticizing Chaudhri ed Mal c Or the Government? 


re 


ae Chaudhri Labri Singh : oA legislative measure to this effect has. already 
Chaudhri Sahib Ram: The sentiments of people are thus used against 
the Congress and the Government with a view to grinding their own axe. 
All-out efforts are being made by such persons to convince the people that 
Government should not have taken any E to > destroy oe OO ia 
(dnterruptions) © <>a. a "H og PR 
- Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: I wish to bring this point home to: my hon. 
Friend Chaudhri Sahib Ram that if he were to make a thorough search ‘of 
monkeys’ in the fiélds with his gun and destroy then, then at the time of 
election, people would not be pleased to hear from him that he had destroyed 
sb" many monkeys in the interests of. the Grow More Food Campaign. 
‘Under the’ circumstances, it would be in the fitness of things if instead of 


‘destroying ` thé” Monkeys, they ‘are caught and sent to various ' jungles 


feserved for such animals: Itis a matter of gratification ‘to note that’ our 
Government has'after all realized this fact that it is no use disresp2cting the 
sentimients of the ‘people. As’ a matter of fact’ our Government has‘ done 
well in revising its policy so far as this matter is concerned and has 
announced its intention not to destroy the monkeys but would, instead ‘be 
prepared ; to provide arms to those who would like to destroy them of their own 


accord. 


4 


So far as domestication of wild cows is concerned, Government has 


“already started this work in the interests of the Grow More Food Campaign 
‘and it has succeeded to some extent in this direction. But so far as my 
“district is concerned, people are tired of these wild cows as they have been 
“causing: much damage to their standing crops. I hope oar Government will 
‘not hesitate to keep these points in view at least in the interests of the Grow 


More Food Campaign, ` Under the circumstances, I would request the Govern- 


ment to take into account the sentiments of the pean and do something 
substantial in this direction, 


Chaudhri Lahri i Singh {Rohtak North., General, Rural). (Hindustani): Sir, 
I would like to bring a few points: to the acting of : my hon. Friends regarding 
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the wastage of public money by the Government. Whenever we request and 
urge upon the Government to reduce its expenditure in view of the present 
abnormal conditions, we are informed that the Resources and Retrenchment 
Committee has already been set up to this effect. Now we find that a new 
= Resources and Retrenchment Committee has been set up to look into this 
matter. But in spite of all this we do not find any reduction in our expendi- 

ture... I would request the hon. . Members to censure and impeach the hon. 

Ministers for wasting public. money and incurring unnecessary expenditure. 

' I would go even to the extent of saying: that the person. OF: persons responsible 
for. this wastage of public money should be sentenced to- death, (1 n'erruption) 

The. hon. Member,Shri Dev Raj Sethi;- need not worry. about anything. 

, He-will get the Congress | ticket, to seek election even without interrupting me. 
mæ Sir, I -would like, to point out. that in the . Supplementary Estimates 
we find an item in connection with the Servicing and- Maintenance of the Air- 

crafts. The hon. Chief Minister. has already had a bitter: experience: about 

these aeroplanes. It was, for him to,see whether it was of any use to’ purchase 

-these aeroplanes. In fact these aeroplanes were bought. without realizing the 

fact that our State was not in a position to bear such huge expenses. The 

‘main idea underlying this:purchase,seemed to be that the hon. Chief Minister 

felt that since the Ministers in the Centre tour in the aeroplanes there. was no 

treason. why he and. his colleagues should not also follow the same practice. 

‘If:the aeroplanes go out of order, a new. engine is not available. The Govern- 

‘merit have wasted public money on:the purchase of these aeroplanes.. I fail to 

understand why.a responsible Cabinet has, exhibited ‘squander mania’ in 

-dealing with.the public finance. If these .aeroplanes cannot serve any. useful 

“purpose, the Government‘should take. the first opportunity. to dispose them of. 
“But whenever I:resort to the constitutional method of recording my, unqualified — 

‘indignation. at.:such. actions of -the Government, the hon. Chief Minister frets 

_and-fumes and charges,me with raising urban rural question. He says that 

‘Lam. bringing forward a .programme_of..the Unionist Party as if ,it was a 

: party of traitors. The Government while., knowing :the immense. poverty of 


- 


‘the people:should not ignore the need: for. economy. . The:Ministers. should 


= «exercise: great. care'and -prudence in handling public finance so. as. to avoid 
„wastage of public funds... The: Government. :should not laugh away at the 
r -criticism of hon. Mémbers. thinking themselves as infallible. It is cléar that 


‘if, the Government. show. such an. extravagance in: its. .expenditure; .. it 
“will have its repercussions: on. the. provincial economy. as.a whole. I. think 
? -the Government shòuldifeel-ashamed of directing the:finances of the State to 
.such an ünproductive.channel-when.:money is required .fer more urgent tasks 


o that. await the Government’s attention. .Economy in Governmental. expendi- 
ture should, therefore, receive the first and foremost attention of the Ministers 
if they have the welfare of this new State at heart on account of its depleted ` 
‘financial resources. But. 1 feel sorry to say that the Ministers. instead of 
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realizing their responsibility cxhibit an attitude of unconcern and try to avoid 
the issue when such irregularities are pointed out to them. (Votces: But 
you also made use of the aeroplanes). No. doubt I had to use them as I was 
the Transport Minister. 


a “Now I advert to the Grow-More-Food campaign launched by the 
‘Government. One Financial Commissioner has been entrusted with this task, 
‘additional staff has been detailed for this purpose though Agricultural Assistants 
who are fully qualified for this job could be asked to do this work in addition 
to their duties. These Agricultural Assistants could give expert advice to 
‘the agriculturists to step up food production and also the additional burden 
on the Government exchequer in connection with the increased staff could 
have been easily avoided. I fail to understand why the Chief Minister has 
not thought it fit to entrust this work to the Agricultural Assistants with a 
‘view to effecting saving to the Government exchequer. Similarly Tehsildars 
and Inspectors of Co-operative Societies can also be utilized for this purpose 
‘but Government has paid no attention when need of economy is fully recog- 
nised in the State. Our Government’s plea is that it has received financial 
‘aid from the Central Government to execute the programme of Grow- More-Food 
‘campaign. Itis certainly looking at things in a narrow way and not ina 
‘wider perspective to spend money lavishly that has been advanced by the 
‘Central Government. Moreover, I feel that the overnment seem to be 
oblivious of the difficulties inherent ia the process of increased production. 
‘It‘has appointed absolutely raw men who cannot go ahead with the progra- 


Mme of Grow-More-Food Campaign. I would, therefore, ask the hon. Minister 


‘in-charge whether this increased expenditure on the additional staff would not 


constitute a burden on the Government exchequer ? Sir, if you look to other 


‘countries, you will find that Goveruments are wisely handling the services 
“by-getting maximum work out of them. But what we tind here is unweildy 
staff in every department. Perhaps Government want to enhance its prestige 
by having so much staff at its oeck and call. On the other hand we see that 
our Ministers always keep mum before the heads of departments and they 


have not the courage to raise their dissenting voice against them. I really 
agreed with the remark of my hon. Friend Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt 


once published in the newspaper saying that our Ministers could not ‘control the 
heads of dep rtments but were in fact c mtroled by them. ‘They cannot 
muster courage to disagree with the proposal made by the heads of depart- 
nents end lend their signatures to it invariably. When sucha plain truth 
is brought home to the mind of hon. Chief Minister, he instead of confessing 
his weakness loses his temper and tries to brow-beat the hon, Member. 


Now I would take another item involving wastage of public funds and 
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that is of keeping three Financial Commissioners in this poor State. With thes 
Financial Commissioners jare attached Secretaries, Deputy Secretaries and 
Under Secretaries. The appointment of three Financial Commissioners is an 
acknowledgement of the fact that Government do not exercise strict economy 
‘ in governmental expenditure in its administrative sphere. I think 
ite it is not so difficult for one Financial Commissioner to cope with all 
the work now being done by three Financial Commissioners, But such 
fat-salaried persons are being kept only to enhance the prestige of 
Punjab Government. Our Government is not anxious to reduce the number 
of Financial Commissioners but want to maintain the same number as it 
used to be in the united Punjab. With all this, the hon. Chief Minister has 
m said that he has constituted à new Resources and Retrenchment Commies 
which would tap all sources of income for the State. 


If the hon. Chief Minister tours the province along with the Financial 
Commissioners, he would soon come to realize that two of them are enough 
to cope with the work, and that the third post is unnecessary. An attempt 
to see the real state of affairs is urgently called for. The hon. Chief Minister 
should not form his estimate from the number cf cases that go to each 
one of them. If ours is a poor province, its sources of income being limited 
why are somany posts of Secretaries, Additional Secretaries and Assistant 
Secretaries being maintained ? In fact, Sir, any careful reader of the 
Budget will not fail to note that a very large portion of the Government 
revenues goes to the pockets of these officers. Every now and then, they 
are given promotions, lifts and special allowances. Why all this joke with 
the people ? How long will you continue to deceive them ? The office of 
“Ministersh‘p is after all not a‘gaddi’ which cannot be taken away from the 
incumbent. This revelry will not last long. People will soon realize the 
extravagant manner in which the Government money is being squandered 
and will not hesitate to throw out those responsible for it: The real power 
in a democratic system, rests with them. Just look at them, Sir, their 

/ faces are teaming with smiles, as though I have been praising them. When 
it comes to replying they will indulge in irrelevant talk but when there 


~ 


g js an occasion to scrutinize a proposal, they will say ditto to what the 
heads of departments suggest. 
Ea Minister for Publie Works : No Minister would ask the head of the 
department to write note on his behalf and confine himself to mere signing 
? work, as my hon. Friend used to do in his time. (Laughter) 
p- Mr. Speaker : Order, Order. 
Chaudhri Lahri Singh: I think my Friend who has again become a 
Ninister after having been driven from pillar to post for one year, should 
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not feel impatient. He will have enough time to flatter the Chief Minister. 
(Interruption) Sir, what I mean to stress is that the hon. Minister$ should 
before anything else take good care of the public money that has been 
| entrusted to their custody and utilize it for the good of the poor people 
who have contributed to it. oe 


Minister for Public Works: On a point of order, Sir. May I know if 


it was asa gesture of sympathy to the poor, that the Cabinet of which 
the hon. Member was a member, had decided to increase the rate ot ‘abiana’ ? 


r 


Shrimati Shanno Devi Sehgal; On a point of order, Sir. May I know 
if two members can be on their legs, speaking simultaneously specially 
when one of them is a Minister ? 


l vV Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member had given way. 


Chaudhri Labri Singh: Everything is excusable, so far as Captain 
Ranjit Singh’s actions are concerned. If it were in his power, he would 
even deprive us of the membership of this Assembly. He is there to flatter 
Dr. Sahib and to say ditto to what he says ani siga what he asks him to 
sign, (Laughter) 

Sir, should we hope that the hon. Minister will devote a little time to 
the study of the Rules of Procedure so that he may be able to understand 
what a point of order is, by the time of the next session ? (Laughter) Sir, 
I am just going to finish my speech. In the end I would request the 
Government to give thought and reflection to my suggestions with a calm 
mind even though they might not have liked my way of making them. 
All talk of retrenchment will be sheer mockery, so long as the Government 
continues to squander money on unnecessary items, 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal (Hansi, General, Rural) (Hindi): Sir, I had no 
intention of speaking on this demand........... (Interruption) Sir, I am sorry, à 
these Ministers do not know manners. I request youas the custodian of 


the prestige of this House to see that they do not waste the time of the 
House like that. 


I was going to say that the ‘Grow More Food Campaign’ is not any 
one’s personal concern nor isit being carried on for the benefit of any 
individuals. It is a matter of national importance and a question of life i 
and death for the nation. And so the responsibility for its furtherance 
does not rest on any particular party or group. Itis the declared policy 
of the Government that it would gladly welcome help and co-operation of 
all sections of the population in its efforts to make the country self-sufficient 
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in the matter of food. Pandit Shri Ram has again and again objected to the 
composition and personnel of the District Committees that have been 
constituted in connection with the ‘Grow More Food campaign’. So far as 
my knowledge goes, the Deputy Commissioners have appointed the right 
type of persons on these Committees—persons who have knowledge of all 
matters connected with agriculture and whose experience will stand the 
Government in good stead in the furtherance of ‘Grow More Food’ campaign. 
Pandit ji perhaps seems to be of the view that the interests of the country 
would have been better served, if urban people, having not the least 
knowledge of agricultural matters had been appointed as members of these 
Committees. So far asI can see, the Government and its District officers 
have followed a very wise and far-sighted policy inas-much as they have 
thought it fit to appoint rural people having actyal experience of agriculture 
on these Committees, irrespective of their political views and party 
affiliations. (Cheers). 


Sir, isn’t it a fact that it is the people from rural areas who make the 
greatest contribution for the good of the country, whether by enlisting in 
the armed forces, the Police, or by paying taxes? Ifthe Government had, 
out of fear of criticism of persons like Panditji, appointed only Congressmen 
on these committees, I am afraid it would have been a great blunder on its 
part. (Cheers). The Government has shown great far-sightedness in ignoring 
such, considerations in the matter of increasing food production. I admit a few 
mistakes might have been committeed here and there but I refuse to agree 
with those who think that the Government is not making earnest efforts 
for furthering the ‘Grow More Food Campaign’ (Hear, hear). I am not one of 
those who will criticize the Government in season and out of season. Praise and 
commendation must not be grudged where they are well-deserved, We should 
not criticize the Government simply because in doing a good thing, it follows 
a method about which we hold different views or because in matters of detail it 


-acts in a manner which is not in accordance with our personal inclinations 
- and predilections. If Panditji thinks that should he be made the sole 
. incharge of the administration of Rohtak District, things would very much 


improve. I would request the Government to give him a chance. (Laughter) 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: On a point of personal explanation. Sir. 
My hon. Friend Chaudhri Suraj Mal was entirely wrong when he said that 
I wanted any preference for the Congressmen (topiwaias) in this connection. 
I only desire that the Government should entrust this work to such persons 


= who respect the people and are capable of rendering some useful service. 


I may also tell my hon. Friend that he insults an M.L. A. when he offers him 
a post of a Deputy Commissioner or a Divisional Commissioner. 


Chief Minister (The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava) (Hindustant) : 
Sir, somany things have been said on this demand but first of all I wish 
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to invite the attention of the House toa very interestIng speech made by 


an hon. Friend with whom I have had the privilege of working not only 
in this House but im the Cabinet as well. He was pleased to say that once 
I had the good fortune of travelling in an aeroplane with Sardar Baldev Singh 
and this tempted me to purchase aeroplanes for the State. I may be excused 
if I goa bit into the history of these aeroplanes to explain my point. When 
these aeroplanes were purchased, my hon. Friend was the Minister in charge 
of Transport. After using the-e aeroplanes for sometime we thought of 


disposing them of when they were in good condition. But my hon. Friend 
advised that they should be retained and not sold. 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh : It is quite wrong. 
è 


Chief Minister: I take full responsibility for what I say. If I am not 
letting out a secret, I may say that I am giving this information with the 
permission of the ex-Premier who wasat the head ofthe Government at 


that time. 


| "Chaudhri Lahri Singh ` Ican challenge that it is a wrong statement. 
Eá : 


BVA Mr. ‘Speaker : There can be no challenges in the House.. There must 
be some limit. If there are challenges, there might be duels also. 


Chiet Minister ; Sir, I donot know why my hon. Friend is feeling 


l agitated. He used to blame me for that. [Some hon. Members: Perhaps it 


„is due to the fact that a heater is very near him.] 


-No, it isnot due to the heater. The heater ¿has been near him even 


- when “he was ‘making his speech. It is definitely due to something 
else; ` a” ee Be ee ` : 


~ 


“Sir; the demand before the House is for a sum of Rs. 32,550 and it has 
to an extent been necessitated by the advice of my hon. Friend for not selling 


the aeroplanės when we wanted to'sell them. But now their disposal is not 
“possible unless they arc properly repaired. Repairs naturally involve 


expenditure and a sum of Rs. 4,000 has been spent on purchasing hangers 


. frem the Disposals Department for the two planes lying at Jullundur. The 
purchase of hangers was a necessity as when the ‘planes are not in use they 
aie likely to lose their shape unless and until they are kept on hangers. 


Some expenditure was also necessary for insurance and certificate of air- 
worthiness because without insurance and the certificate we cannot sell the 
‘planes. Here I may tell the hon Members that the ‘planes had been given 
to the Northern India Flying Club so that they could use them when they 
were not wanted by us. This Club came into being after partition for the 


purpose of training people in air —craft and the Government gave ita grant 
at its inception by way of a subsidy. 


t 
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Sir, itis wrong for anybody to say that we purchased the ‘planes for the 
sake of mere fun. In 1947, we had to go to Delhi almost every week. We 
had to go in the morning and return in the evening the same day. Many 
times we utilised the Governor Generai’s ‘plane but this arrangement was 
not always possible and like other States we also felt the necessity of purchas- 
ing our own aeroplanes. Those were abnormal days. But when our work 
returned to normal we thought of selling them off and this could not be done 
owing to the advice of my hon. colleague. 


Sir, we have come before the House with Supplementary Demands, 
This means that the various provisions which were made for the various depart- 
ments in the Budget for 1949-50 have not proved adequate and we had to spend 
a little more. The House is aware that the Budget had to be operated upon 
by one team for a part of the year and by another team for the remainder. 


Sir, the travelling allowance of the Parliamentary Secretaries has come 
in for some criticism I am to say that ever since October, when I took 
charge of the Government, there has been only one Parliamentary Secretary 
and so far he has submitted no bill. The travelling allowance which has been 
so much criticized relates to Parliamentary Secretaries who existed before 
October, i.e, for the time when I was not at the helm of affairs. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Ona point of order, Sir. Is the Chief Minister 
in order in saying that? The responsibility of the Government cannot be 
divided. Either the policy of the Government can be defended or it should 
be admitted that ıt is wrong. 


Chief Minister: Sir, I never said that I am not prepared to shoulder 
the responsibility for the time when my hon. Friend was the Premier. I was 
the Finance Minister then and am even now. I am certainly defending the 
exp.nditure which was incurred before October. I only wanted to explain 
as to why we have come up with Supplementary Demands. However, Sir, 
Iam greatly surprised to find that an hon. Colleague who has worked with 
me in the Cabinet has had the courage of misrepresenting things which were 
done at his own instance. 


Then, Sir, objection was raised to the demand of Rs. 35,350 for travell- 
ing allowance of Members. Additional amount was required for this purpose 
because for some time this Assembly has been meeting for four days ina 
week. As Wednesday used to be an off-day the hon. Members left for their 
respective places on Tuesday afternoon and returned on Thursday. This 
involved more expenditure on their travelling allowance. The rule 
has now been altered and we have again started holding five meetings 
in a week. Moreover, meetings of some Select Committees had to be held 
and its members had to be paid travelling allowance for attending those. 
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meetings. It has been suggested that lee pase should be issued to the 
Members. In this connection, I beg to submit that it would cause no saving. 


. Under the Rules, the Members are entitled to travel in first class and the | 


railway passes of that class will have to be supplied to them. The railway 
authorities do not issue these passes free of cost. They charge full price for 
these. Moreover, tr avelling allowance is not intended to be a source of income. 


Several other things said in connection with it had no bearing on the demand 
under discussion. 


Then, Sir, it has.:been complained, that the Government was increasing 
the number of Heads of Departments. It was said that when we already had 
two Financial Commissioners, there was no necessity of appointing an Addi- 


‘tional: Financial Commissioner. Only a short time back, the Government 


of India appointed a Food Commissioner in the Ministry of Tona, All the 
State Governments were also asked to appoint officers for carrying on work 
in connection with production of more food. At first we asked one of our 
Financial Commissioners to carry on this work but after sometime he found 
it difficult to cope with additional duties. It was due to the fact that the 
Food Commissioner had tofremain on tour for about two or three weeks in a 


| month. Work in connection with the ‘Grow More Food’ scheme is not carried 
-on--by the Agriculture Department alone. The Veterinary Department, 


Irrigation Department, Co-operative Department, Statistical Department 
and several other Departments are engaged in this work.. It was, therefore, 
necessary to have one officer at the head of all those who are connected with 
this work. Two of the  senior-most officers connected with the General 
Administration «of the State were working as Financial Commissioners. One 
was in-charge’ of the Revenue Department and the other of Relief and 
Reéhabilitation. Workin connection with the production of food had therefore 
to be entrusted to the next sesior-most officer who has been made in-charge 
of the Development Department. As he has to take work from. Secretaries 
to the Government, he has been given the rank of a Financial Commissioner. 
It is for these reasons that the Government had to appoint an Additional 
Financial Commissioner. Work connected with ‘Grow More Food’ Campaign 
involves great responsibility In addition to one crore or one and a quarter 
crores which had to be given in the forin of loans, about seventy or seventy 
five lakhs of rupees were to be spent as subsidies. It was said that the 
Agriculture Department or the Deputy Commissioners should have been asked 
to do this work. I beg to submit that the Deputy Comissioners and all the 
otha cornectee Ceyartn ents have to do this work but some one is needed 
to co-ordinate their work and to see that itis properly carried on in all the 
districts. Branches of this department have been opened not only in all the 
districts but in every village also. Everybody has to contribute his share 


in the execution of this task. So long as every non-official does not help in 
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this work, it cannot be successfully accomplished. I am glad to say that we 
have achieved considerable success in our ‘Grow More Food’ programme and 
the amouut of money spent on it has yielded useful results. 


Then, Sir, it was said that keeping the sentiments of the people in view 
the Government ‘should not have started the destruction of monkeys. No 
doubt we had to spend one lakh and sixty thousand rupees on their 
destruction but by so doing about fifty or sixty thousand tons of 
food-grains which they used to destroy were saved. Sentiments of the public 
should be respected but is it not more desirable that asimuch of food-grains 
should be saved as possible ? When the Government found that this task has 
been accomplished to a considerable extent, it was stopped but if the monkeys 
destroyed crops in a field, its owner was authorised to kill them. The 
Government would grant him some subsidy or reward for doing so. It was 
said that some day the Government might decide to kill menon the ground 
that they damaged foodgrains. This argument has no force. For. whose 
benefit had the whole work been undertaken, if even human-beings were to 
be killed ? If someone damages foodgrains we shall request him not to do so. 
in the interest of the country. There is no question of factious feeling in this 
kind of work. It isnot being done for the benefit of any. party or class of. 
persons. The lives of all the people’ are affected by this problem. Attempt 


was made to kill the jackals, rats and other animals also,:who destroyed 
food-crops. | a 


Besides this, we have taken in hand the work of domestication of wild 
cows. We have, no doubt, spent some money on this work ;` but with the 
exception of Kangra district, wild cows going about in jungles in the State 
have been domesticated and put to use. Sofar we have domesticated about 
500 cows. There were two types of stray cows. The first kind of such 
stray cows are those which..are turned out of doors on their getting. old. 
With the migration of Muslims from the State, the number of such ‘stray 
cows increased. The question of such stray cattle is engaging: our attention. 
We are trying to open a sort of camp ina jungle for such cattle so that 
they may be of some use also. Some bulls have also been domesticated. 


In this way, we have done everything conceivable for the promotion of 
the Grow-More-Food campaign. 

It has been said that we take the he'p of the Government of India in 
everything that we do and we work under their shadow. This is absolutely 
incorrect. The position is that the Government of India makes schemes for 
the country asa whole. That. is why they call meetings of the hon. Ministers 
of almost all departments of all States and discuss various schemes. These 
consultations will become all the more frequent under the new Constitution, 
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Sometime back there was scarcity of food grains in the Rajasthan Union. 
The Government of India demanded from us 15 thousand tons of wheat 
which they promised to return in October next. We have given that quin- 


tity of food grains to the Rajasthan Union, in view of the general requirenents | 
of the country. So in this way, we have to act according to certain all 


India plans. | 


We get loan as well as subsidy from the Government of India for the 
Grow-More-Food scheme. In the case of loans, the Government of India 
want to see our schemes for the purpose of growing more food. They natur- 
ally want that those schemes should ensure maximum production of food. 
They have refused to give any loan to some other States for this purpose ; 
yet they want that there should be more production of food. But as regards 
Punjab, they know that we haveno money ; that is why they have given us 
loan. Besides this, according to rules, the amount equal to the subsidy received 
from the Government of India for post-war development schemes, has to be 
contributed by the State itself. The Government of India, therefore, allowed 
us to use} of the food bonus that we earned for food procurement, on food 
storage and % of bonus on the Grow-More-Food scheme. 


It has been said that we are. wasting public money and we do nothing 
for the benefit of the agriculturist who pays land revenue and other taxes 
out of his earnings of hard toil. I am really surprised to listen to such 
criticism. The supplementary estimates are prepared in a certain way. The 
head of a department goes tothe Minister with the suggestion that for a 
particular item more funds are required on account of some emergency or 
other circumstances. The proposal then goes to the Chief Secretary wno in 
turn forwards it to the Finance Department which finally gives the sanction. 


- To say. that the Chief Minister controls only Ministers and not his subordin- 


ates is far from truth It might be the experience of the hon. Member himself 
who might be giving his sanction to any proposal put up by the Secretary 
of his Department. I may tell him that no expenditure is now sanctioned 
unless we are convinced of its desirability The man whois financiilly hard 
put, has to see that no money is unnecessarily spent and he tries to save 
from every source. Our country is passing through an economic crisis. It is 


not possible that we should waste money and thus ruin ou” country. I. 


would like to submit that we are as cautious in the spending of public money 
as possible. And then the House has appointed a Committee of Estimates 
which will examine all our expenditure. In furture even Supplementary 
Estimates would not be easily brought up. The time when Ministers like 
my hon. Friend sanctioned every proposal put up by head of the department, 
is gone. Now no expenditure is sanctioned about which we are not fully 
satisfied. ° With these words, I submit that the demand be passed. 
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Mr. Speaker: Question is : 


That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 14,42,560/-be granted to 


á the Governor to defray the charges that will come in course of pay- . 
~ ment for the year ending 3tst March 1959 in respect of General | 
Administration. | 


The motion was carried. 


EE ee See amaa 


= ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE | 
2 Chief Minister : Sir, I move— 


That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 84,400 be granted to the 


mee 
Governor to defray the charges that will come in course of payment 
for the year ending 31st March 1950 in respect of Administration 
of Justice. 
Mr. Speaker: Motion moved — 

That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 81,400 be granted to the 
Governor to defray the charges that will come in course of payment 
for the year ending 31st March 1950 in respect of Administration 
of Justice, 

Chaudhri Sher Singh (Jhajjar, General, Rural) (Hindi) : Sir, Ihave no 
objection against this demand for grant of Rs. 84,400 in respect of Adminis- 
tration of Justice. What I have to sayis that justice is not administered 
in the manner it should be. In the district courts cases remain pending for 
long periods without any early hearing. The dates for the hearing of cases , 
are fixed after three or four months, 

we Mr: Speaker : The hon. Member cannot discuss the general policy at this 
stage. 
A Question is— 
— . That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs, 84,400 be granted to the 
Governor to defray the charges that will come in course of payment 
for the year ending 31st March !950 in respect of Administration of Justice. 
The motion was carried. 
e 
PUBLIC HEALTH 
[ad 
Chief Minister : Sir, I move— | 
That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 5,77,490 be granted to the 
Governor to defray the charges that will come in course of pay- 
ment for the year ending 31st March 1950 in respect of Medical and - © 
Public Health. i 
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Mr. Speaker : Motion moved— 


That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 5,77,490 be granted to the 
Governor to defray the charges that will come in course of pay- 

` ment for the year ending 31st March 1950 in respect of Medical and 
Public Health. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: (Ex-Member West Punjab Assembly, representing 
Lahore city, General, women, urban, (Hindi): Sir, I am going to saya few 
words on the demand for a supplementary grant of Rs. 5,77,490 in respect 
of Medical and Public Health. In the General Budget Estimates the amount 
sacntioned was Rs. 84,21,800. I am not going to oppose this demand because 
this department is an important department and if the Government wishes 
to have money for it we are prepared to sanction. ‘There are two or three 
such departments on which more expenditure should be made but our Govern- 
ment is spending less on them. | | 


The first thing which I wish to bring to the notice of the hon. Members 
is that the amount of Rs. 3710 which is demanded in respect of the 
travelling allowance of Members of Health Council is not sufficient for the 
purpose. More amount should be spent in this respect. a 


Mr. Speaker : Question is :— 

That a supplementary sum not exoceding Rs, 5,77,490 bo granted to 
the Governor to defray the charges that will come in course of pay- 
ment for the year ending 31st March 1950 in respect of Medical 
and Public Health. 


The motion was carried. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : Sir, with your permission, may I make a 


- suggestion ? In order to save time would it not be better that the hon. 


Speaker should a$certain before hand if there is a demand on which division 
is to be called by any Member of the House. If no division is to be claimed 
then the hon Speaker should put all the demands together. 


y Mr Speaker : I think it would be better if I put each Demand 
separately. Before I proceed I would like to knowthe reason, from the hon. 
the Chief Minister as to why there isa departure from the usual procedure 
in printing Demand No. 21? On page 107 of the Supplementary Estimates 
it would be found that the names of non-official members of the Abiana 
Committee are given with the amounts of travelliug and daily allowance 
received by them separately. The procedure is that names of persons 
receiving T, A. etc., are not published in the Budget and Supplementary 
Estimates but in this case there is a departure from the ordinary procedure. 
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Even in answers to questions Government does not disclose the names of the 
officers receiving T. A. I want to know the reason why the names of the 
members of the Abiana Committee have been printed ? 


Chief Minister : Sir, this is a mistake and I am sorry for this oversight. 
The following Demands were then pui from the Chair and carried :— 


That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 23,310 be granted to the 
Governor to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year 
ending 3lst March 1950 in respect of Veterinary. 


That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 3,77,490 be granted to 


.the Governor to defray the charges that* will come in course of payment for 


the year ending 3lst March 1950 in respect of Industries. 


That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 12,56,200 be granted to 
the Governor to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for 
the year ending 3lst March 1950 in respect of Charges on Buildings and 
Roads —Establishments. 


That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 5,790 be granted to the 
Governor to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the 
year ending 31st March 1950 in respect of Famine. . 


That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 24,64,750 be granted to 
the Governor to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for 


the year ending 3lst March 1950 in si ae of Superannuation Allowances 


and: Pensions. 


That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 3,84,090 be granted to 


‘the Governor to defray the charges that will come in course of payment 
-for the year ending 3lst March 1950 in respect of Stationery and Printing. 


That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 86,000 be granted to the 
Governor to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the 


year ending 3lst March 1950 in respect of Capital Outlay on Forests. 


That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 58,29,100 be granted to 
the Governor to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for 
the year ending 31st March 1950 in respect of Capital Outlay on Schemes of 
Agricultura! Improvement and Research. 


That a supplementary sum not a? Rs. 4,50,410 be granted to the 
Governor to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the 
year ending 3lst March 1950 in respect of Capital Outlay on Industrial 
Development. 
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[Mr. Speaker.] 

That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 55,000 be granted 
to the Governor to defray the charges that will come in course of payment 
for the year ending 3lst March 1950 in respect of Charges on Buildings and 
Roads Establishment. 


That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 3,48,650 be granted to the 
Governor to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the 


year ending 3lst March 1950 in respect of Payment of Commuted Value 
of Pensions. 


Thata supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 2,40,06,210 be granted 
to the Governor to defray the charges} that will come in course of payment 
for the year ending 31st March 1950 in respect of Capital Outlay on Provincial 
Schemes of State Trading. 


That a token sum not exceeding Rs. 10 be granted to the Governor to 
defray the charges that will come in couase of payment for the year ending 
3ist March 1950 in respect of Land Revenue. 


That a token sum not exceeding Rs. 10 be granted to the Governor tc 
defray the charges that will come in course of pıyment for the year ending 
31st March 1950 in respect of Charges on Irrigation Establishment. 


That a token sum not exceeding Rs. 10 be granted tothe Governoť 
to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year 
ending 31st March 1950 in respect of Jails and Convict Settlements. 


That a token sum not exceeding Ks. 10 be granted to the Governor | 


to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year ending 
31st March 1950 in respect of Police. 


That a token sum not exceeding Rs. 10 be granted to the Governor 
to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year 
ending 31st March 1950 in respect of Scientific and Misceilaneous Depart- 
ments. 


That a token sum not exceeding Rs: 10 be granted to the Governor 
to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year ending 
31st March 1950 in respect of Education. 


That a token sum not exceeding Ks. 10 be granted to the Governor 
to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year ending 
31st March 1950 in respect of Agriculture. 


That a token sum not exceeding Rs. 10 be granted to the Governo- 
to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year ending 
3lst March 1950 in respect of Co-operation. 
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That a token sum not exceeding Rs. 10 be granted to the Governor 
to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year ending 
lst March 1950 in respect of Civi] Works. 


That a token sum not exceeding Rs. 10 be granted to the Governor 
to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year ending 
3ist March 1950 in respect of Charges on Electricity Establishment and 
Miscellaneous Expenditure. | 


That a foken sum not exceeding Rs. 10 be granted to the Governor 
to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year ending 
3list March 1950 in respect of Miscellaneous. 


That a token sum not exceeding Rs. 10 be granted to the Governor to 
defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year ending 
31st March 1950 in respect of Construction of Irrigation Works. 


That a token sum not exceeding Rs. 10 be granted to the Governor to 
defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year ending 
3lst March 1950 in respect of Capital Account of Civil Works outside the 
Revenue Account. 


That a token sum not exceeding Rs. 10 be granted to the Governor to 
defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year ending 
31st March 1950 in respect of Capital Outlay on Electricity Schemes outside 
the Revenue Account. 


That atoken sum not exceeding Rs. 10 be granted to the Governor 
to defiay the charges that will come in course of payment for the year ending 
3lst March 1950 in respect of Capital account of other Provincial Works 
outside the Revenue Account. 


That a token sum not exceeding Rs. 10 be granted to the Governor to 
defray the charges that will “come in course of payment for the year ending 
31st March 1950 in respect of Advances not bearing Interst —~Advances 
Repayable. 


That a token sum not exceeding Rs. 10 be granted to the Governor to 


defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year ending 
31st March 1950 in respect of Loans and Advances bearing Interest—Loans 
and Advances by Provincial Government. 


The Assembly then adjourned till 2 P. M. on Thursday, 3€th March 1950. 


Qaumi Press, Jullundur 
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PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


FIRST SESSION OF THE FIRST PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
Thursday, 30th March 1950. 


3 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Simla, at 2 p.m. of the Clock. 
Mr. Speaker (The hon. Sardar Kapoor Singh) in the Chair. 


QUESTION HOUR. 


Chief Minister - I move that only short notice questions be taken up 
and the question hour be dispensed with. 


\ Mr. Speaker: In view of the heavy agenda today I have decided to 
dispense with the question hour. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : Sir, I would like to know whether it is for the 
House or fhe hon. Speaker to decide that the question hour be suspended ? 


Mr. Speaker: I would refer the hon. Member to Rule 35 of the Rules 
of Procedure. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know whether the rules of business 
are passed or approved by the House, or they are framed by the hon. Speaker 
himself or by the Government. ? 


Ue Mr, Speaker: The Constitution of India empowers the Speaker of a 
State Legislature to frame the rules, under clause (2) of Article 208, for regu- 
lating the procedure and the conduct of business in the Assembly. Until the 
House makes its own rules these rules will remain in force but the hon. Member 
will find that the rights of hon. Members have not in any way been curtailed. - 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Sir, I do not challenge your right to dispense 
with the question hour. But my submission is that the question hour offers 
an opportunity for the hon. Members to get important information from the 
Government and to bring certain grievances of the public to the notice of the 
hon. Ministers. Therefore, I feel that it would be very unfair if the House 
is depriv-d of this valuable right. 


VY Mr. Speaker: It is not the first time during this session that the 
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[Mr. Speaker] 
question hour is being dispensed with. Previously two or three times during 
the discussion of the Budget we waived this rule and similar is the case today. 


The House has a vecy heavy agenda to go through and I feel that starred 


questions may not be asked today. I am allowing short notice questions to 
be answered. | 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: True, Sir, during the Budget discussion we have 
dispensed with the question hour but that was because the number of days 
for passing the Budget is fixed. The Budget has to be passed during the 
days fixed by the Governor and I can well understand if a motion of this kind 
is brought then. But now there is no such urgency before the House which 
calls for dispensing with the question hour. This House should create healthy 
conventions and should not allow the Government to treat it so lightly in the 
matter of foregoing an important right of asking questions. I agree that the 
agenda before the House is heavy but that does not mean that the question 
hour be taken away. 


Mr. Speaker: If the hon. Member agrees that we have a heavy agenda 
then he should not persist in his opposition. There are many important things 
to be. considered by the House and I think it would be proper if the right of 
asking questions is surrendered for aday. We have reached the printed list 
of questions for the 16th March and I don’t think it would make much 
difference if questions are postponed for today. 


Shrimati Shanno Devi Sehgal : Sir, with your permission, may I know 
what calamity has overtaken the Government that the question hour is 
being dispensed with ? 


Mr. Speaker: Order, order. No more discussion on this point now. 
Let the House proceed with the asking of short notice questions. 


SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
-RE-OPENING OF KASIM KHERA MINOR DISTRIBUTARY 


*2022. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Chief Minister be 
pleased to state :— 


(a) whether the revised proposals for the re-opening of the Kasim 
Khera Minor Distributary, beyond village Bahauddin into 
Saughar and Daberi in the Hissar Division have been accepted 


by the Government, if not, the stage at which the matter stands 
at present ; 


(b) whether water would be available by the time of the next 
sowing, if not, why not ? 
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SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS (18) 3 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargva: (a) The revised proposal for 
\ remodelling of Kasim Khera Minor as received from the Superin- 
tending Engineer for extending irrigation to Saughar and Daberi 
villages has not yet been approved by the Government. The 
proposals are under scrutiny and some further details have been 


called for from the Superintending Engineer. 


(b) No, as the time available before the next sowings is too short to 
complete the scheme. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know whether the papers are still 
with the Chief Engineer or the same have been received by the hon. Chief 
Minister ? 


Chief Minister : They are still with the Chief Engineer. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May I know when will these papers come to 
the Chief Minister to enable him to take action in the matter ? 


Chief Minister: I have already stated that the papers are with the 
Chief Engineer. They will be sent to me after he has scrutinized them. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is the Chief “Minister aware that the 
Superintending Engineer has already sent up recommendations regarding the 
matter? ` 


Chief Minister 7 The matter will be looked into when the detailed 
information is received. 


QUASI PERMANENT ALLOTMENT OF LANDS. 


*2055 Sardar Sajjan Singh : Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation 
be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether any cases in Amritsar District have been brought to 
the notice of the Government where ordinary rules ofp rocedure 
regarding the allotment of lands under the quasi permanent 
scheme have not been observed and lands have been allotted to 
persons under the orders of the Government as special cases who 
could not have got them under the ordinary rules, if so, the 
number of such cases ; | 


_. (b) the reasons for treating these cases as special cases ; 


(c) the list of all such cases with the following particulars ; 
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, [30th March, 1950 
(Sardar Sajjan Singh] 


(i) the names of the persons together with their full addresses 
whose cases were considered as special cases together with 
the locality of allotment in each case ; 


(ii) the area alloted in each caée ? 


The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: (a) Yes, in five cases special sanction 
for allotment in Amritsar district was given by Government. 


(b) In one case a widow has been settled with a relation on her 
request. In another three temporary allottees who were 
not otherwise eligible, have been allowed to join a relation 
with whom they had joint khata in Montgomery district. 
The fifth, a minor, whose widowed mother held temporary 
allotment in tehsil Ajnala, has been allowed to continue. 
This allottee according to ‘adjustment allocation” has 
become otherwise eligible for continuance in Ajnala Tehsil. 


(c) Statement “A” giving the necessary particulars isp laced 
on the table. 


STATEMENT A 


List showing the names of persons who have been allotted land 
in Amritsar District under special orders of Government. 
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Sr. | Name of persons with Address of | Village of | Area 
No. father’s name. Pakistan. | allotment 
an EESE P zem] = 
1. | Ajit Singh s/o Bahadur | 349/F.B. Tehsil | Bharowal | 24-7-3/8 S.A. 
| Singh, ) Pakpattan. & | Tehsil 21-74 z 
2. i Ujagar Singh s/o Sunder) Wazirabad Teh. | Tarn taran. | 11-13 M 
| Singh, ) Gujranwala. 
3. Man Singh s/o Ujagar 
| Singh. ) 3 | 
| ooo | 
4. | Karamdip Singh (minor) 185/R.B. Lyallpur | Mananwala | 41-15} ,, 
| s/o Harcharan Singh and Sialkot. : Teh. Ajnala | 
: through his mother Sh.! ` | 
Rajmohinder Kaur | 
| (overflow of Sialkot is | 
| being settled in Teh. | 
| Ajnala.) i | | 
i | 
5. Mst. Sant Kaur widow | Handal Teh. Chu- | Daudpura | 8-94 n 


Tehsil Patti. : 
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„Sardar Sajjan Singh : May I know whether:Mst. Santo has been allotted 
land near her collaterals ? 


‘Minister : This question does not arise out of the main question. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh : May I know whether it is not the responsibility 
mS of the Government to see that.widows are allotted. lands near their collaterals ? 


; ~ Minister : Ordinarily Government makes. an endeavour that issueless 
widows should be allotted lands near their collaterals who have to succeed her 
after her death. 


“Sardar Sajjan Singh: If ‘this particular’ widow is -issueless, will she be 
allotted land near her collaterals ? 


“ Minister: In that case Government will find out her collaterals and allot 
her land near them. 


Sardar Partap Singh : May I know whether it is not the intention of the 
Government to go against the rules which provide that a widow -shall receive. 
her land near-her parents ? 


Minister: It all depends upon the individual cases. If a-widow has a 
son, then she is allotted land according to her desire. But in the case of an 
tgssueless widow, Government consider “every case carefully and more often 
than not land is allotted to her near her collaterals. 


Sardar Partap Singh : May I know whether at the time of allotment, 
Government consider this point also that if'an issueless: widow is allotted land 
mear her:collaterals,.she might be murdered by them ? 


Minister : This point is fully kept in view at the time of allotment of 
land to issueless'widows. 


. Shrimati Sita Devi :-May I know whether that principle is being observed 
. by the Advisory Board at the time of considering the -applications of.widows, 
_ -namely, that land will be allotted to them at a place of their. choice ? 


"Minister: The Advisory Board is acting upon the same principles which 
were laid down when my hon. Sister was a’ Member of the Board. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: .May I know the number of applications. so far 


disposed of by the Advisory Board regarding the allotment of land to the 
“widows near'their parents or somewhere else ? 


“Minister: i require notice for this. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh : May I know whether Government are prepared 
‘to-extend: the same concession to therminors. if theyy»put in applications, as 
have been granted to the-issueless:widows ? 
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Minister : This concession cannot be granted :to every body. Now that 
the allotment of lands is almost complete, Government will consider the 
appeals from those who complain that they have not been fairly treated. 


ILL TREATMENT IN HOSPITAL. 


*2070. Shrimati Sita Devi: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabiliation be 
pleased to state :— : | = 


(a) whether he has received any representation from Mr. Guran 
Ditta Ram handed over to him personally on 8-3- 50, stating 
therein that his wife was maltreated in the Civil Hospital, 
Jullundur and she was turned out of the ac eal during her 

_ serious illnees’; | | 


(b) if the answer to part (a) above be in the affirmative, the action 
taken by the Government in the matter ? 


` The hon. Dr. Lehna’Singh Sethi: (a) Yes, but on enquiry it has trans- 
pired that the allegations made therein were not correct. 


pupyte B) Does not arise. 


M o Shrimati Sita Devi May T know , piha yepresentation of Mr. Gan 
= Ditta Ram has been received by the hon. Minister ? ie 54 dri 


Minister : + Yes, it did reach me. 


ža Shrimati Sita Devi: Will the hon. Minister please tell us whether on 
receipt of this representation he made enquiries from the Civil Surgeon 

concerned 7 If so, whether his reply is based on that enquiry 7 

Minister : Yes I did make snquiies from the Civil Suszeon: He wrote 

that this lady was suffering from vomitting at the time of admission into the 

‘hospital. She was treated for that malady. After that the lady doctor in- 

‘charge reported that that woman had been cured of her trouble, but the 
woman was of the opinion that she had not been fully cured and her husband 
suggested that she be X-rayed. The doctor in charge did not agree to this 
view with the result that the husband of that woman got angry with the Civil 
Surgeon and took away his wife despite the fact that the Civil Surgeon asked 
him to bring her again after some time for examination. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: My question is whether the enquiry of the hon. 
Minister showed that the woman was turned out of the hospital during her 
illness ? 


Minister: The Civil Surgeon writes in his report that the woman- went 
away of her own accord and that she was not turned out. 
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Shrimati Sita Devi: Is the hon. Minister aware that I met the Civil 
Surgeon, He admitted that the lady doctor concerned often ill-treated the 
- patients and she might have turned out that woman and that he would be 

| into the matter ? 


«Minister: The report of the Civil Surgeon is silent about the meeting 
j of the hon. Lady Member with him. {t does not indicate that the Lady 
Doctor concerned had.a bad reputation. He wrote that ordinarily it was the 
whim of the patients that they be X-rayed although the doctor did not 
_ consider it necessary. Similar was the case with this woman. When her 
request for X-ray was not granted, she was displeased with the Civil Surgeon. 


Shrimati Sita Devi : May I know if the hon. Minister who himself is a 
= _ doctor is satisfied with the report of the Civil Surgeon ? 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Was this matter brought to the notice of the 
Civil Surgeon before ? ee 


Minister: I cannot say whether he had any knowledge about it. ‘I 
got the report:from him. However I may assure -the..hon. Membert’ hat when 
<E go to aaa ‘I. shall make the necessary enquiries. See mar 


_..; ,,Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is it not a fact that the sompianet was 

7 ae the Civil Surgeon and his depatment ? Isit also not a ‘fact that the 
Civil Surgéon against whom complaint was made was asked to submit” his 

.Teport and that he reported that the allegations made were not correct? 


Minister: The complaint was not against the Civil Surgeon but against 
the lady doctor. `: i 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Was this matter brought to the notice of 
the Civil Surgeon at that time? Is it a fact that the Civil a was of the 
opinion that the. ae were not correct ? EE np aie 


Minister: It isa fact aie ‘the Civil Gursen submitted the Kii to 
ai “=the effect that the allegations were not correct. <; gas; 0 st 


Sardar Partap Singh: Sir, I rise on a point of order. ‘The matter to 
_which this question relates took place long ago. The representation is stated 


= * - to have been handed over to the hon. Minister as far back as 8-3-1950, so there 
Er «is no urgency about the ease. My submisston is that this information could 
i have been“asked through an ordinary starred ` question and a short notice 


-_ should not have been tabled for this. 

Mr. Speaker: I am very glad that aa hon. Member has drawn my 
attention. to this on the floor of the House... I, myself feel that the practice 
is growing that un-important questions are given, notice of as short notice 
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Mr. Speaker] 

questions. I naturally refer these to hon. Ministers concerned for their consent 
and if they agree the questions are put on the notice paper. “The hon. 
Members send their questions as short notice questions simply because they 
feel that thequestion will not come vap if it isssent.as an ‘ordinary «uquestions. 
I think that this practice should be: discouraged. | 
""Pandit*’Shri>Ram Sharma: Sir, 'I*feel‘that the *hon.’Ministers "give 
‘their consent to‘tin-important questions being treated as short notice “questions 
and the queStions which are'really of some ‘importance:are not agreed*to be 

brought at short notice. 
da Speaker : I agree with the hon. Member ‘and realize ` that certain 
qvfestions for which there is no urgency ‘are- accepted: as‘short notice "questions, m 
Chief “Minister: The hon. «Members ‘bring «up such 1 unimportant 


matters through questions and they want these questions to" be eanswered at 
‘Short notice. 


[j 


- Mehta Ranbir:Singh : ‘The hon.’ Ministersin-charge ihas stated that 
the patient in question*teft.the vhospital of : hereown #accord. *May I vknew 
if she left the hospital on foot or was carried home on a stretcher ? 


Minister : I cannot say that. However her husband might have been 
with her and he might have engaged a tonga to carry her home. 


‘Shrimati Sita Devi: : {s itnot: afact that the.Civil Surgeon has already 
received complaints against this very lady doctor ? 


Minister: Honestly speaking, I have no knowledge about it. 


PA m see a ogee - 


COMPLAINTS AGAINST SHRI NAND SINGH, HOSTEL- SUPERINTENDENT 
CENTRAL COLLEGE, JULLUNDUR. 


x92069. Shri Virendra : Will the hon. -Minister for : Education !:be = 
pleased to state :— 


SS 


(a) whether any complaints containing charges of corruption, 
indiscipline and inefficiency have been received against Shri 
Nand Singh, Hostel Superintendent, Central Training College, 


Jullundur, if so, when ; 


(b) the action, if any, taken by the Government on these 
complaints ; if not, why not ? 


The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh: (a) Yes. A copy of the complaint 
oe i oe submitted to the Principal was received a few days: ago. 
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(b) The report of the Principal on the points raised is expected. 
Whatever action is considered necessary will be taken on the 
receipt of this report. 


Shri-Virendra : Was any complaint received by the Principal ? 
Minister: I require notice. 


Shri Virendra: Jsit a fact that the Principal has not received any 
complaint for the last one and a half months ? 


Minister: Thanks for the information. 


Shri Virendra: Has the Principal been asked to send his report 
in connection with this complaint ? 


Minister: I have already stated in my reply that the report of the 
Principal on the points.raised is expected. 

Shri Virendra: Has the hon. Minister issued instructions to the 
Principal that the report should be submitted within some stipulated time ? 


Minister: When instructions are issued to the officers to submit 
their reports, they do so without any delay. 


Shri Virendra : Has the Principal been asked to submit his report ? 
Minister: Yes. : : 7 


Shri Virendra : When? 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
PROMOTIONS IN THE IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT 


470. Master Gurbama Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state :— 


(a) whether it is a fact that in certain circles of the Irrigation 
Department, very junior ‘Sub Divisional Cierks are being 
promoted as Accounts Clerks while in other Circles very senior 
men are still working as Sub Divisional Clerks ; 


(b) if reply to part (a) above be in the affirmative, what action 
does the Government propose to take in the matter? — ’ 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) The {Sub Divisional Clerks 
are borne on circle cadre and as such they are entitled to 
promotion in their own circles. | 
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(b) Does not arise. 


WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


471. Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: Will the hon. Minister for Devolop- 
ment be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether the Government is aware that the Sarafan Committee, 
Jullundur City made a complaint to the Director concerned 
stating that the weights tested and stamped by the Inspector 
of Weights and Measures, Jullundur were heavier than the 
standard weights; © l 


| (b) if answer to part (a) above be in the affirmative what action 
| "+ has been or is proposed to be taken by the Government in 
.the matter ? 


.. ` The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: (a) Yes ; 


_(b) The matter is under investigation. 


ee ee eee 


STAMPING OF MEASURES OF WEIGHT. 


472; Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: Will the hon. Minister for Develop- 
ment be pleased to state :— 


(a) wheather it is a fact that the ‘halwais’ are required by the 
Government to purchase the stamped measures of weight of 
one seer, half seer, quarter seer and 1/8 seer from a particular 
contractor ; if so, the prices fixed by Government for the 
aforesaid measures ; oe 


(b) the cost of the above mentioned measures of weight together 
_ with that of the metal used therein ; 


(c) whether itis a fact that the ‘halwais’ are given the facilities 
of getting their own measures prepared; but that they are 


required to get them stamped: if so, the charges for stamping 
them ? | 


The bon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa : (a) ‘Halwais’ like other 
dealers in liquids, sold by measures, are required to maintain 
only standard and stamped measures. No particular contractor 
has been appointed by Government, but the attached list? is 
of eleven manufacturers of registered licensees for the manufac- 
ture and sale thereof. 
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No control price has been fixed by the Government. Buta verification 
fee of As, -/7/- for one seer measures and As. -/2/- for the rest of each measure 
is prescribed under the Punjab Weights and Measures Rules, 1943. 


473. 


(b) The cost of the four measures in question both in this province 


as well as in Bombay is detailed in the enclosed Annexure ‘A’ }, 


(c) No particular facility for the manufacture of these measure; 


is afforded to the halwais who are required to maintain 
standard measures only as prescribed under the Punjab 
Weights and Measures Act and the Rules made thereunder. 
Halwais like the rest of traders can use only verified and 
stamped measures etc. for trade purposes. Verification fee 
for these measures is prescribed in the aforesaid Rules and 
for the four measures in question is detailed in (a) above. - 


STAMPED YARD STICKS. 


Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: Will the hon. Minister for Develop- 


ment be pleased to state whether it isa fact that an agency has been set up 
in the State for providing the stamped yard sticks to the cloth dealers ; if 
so, the price fixed by the Government for a yard stick, if so, the basis on 
which this agency has been set up. | 

The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa : 


First Part—There is no Government agency for the supply of stamped 


yard measures. Eleven private concerns detailed below are registered as 
manufactures in accordance with the conditions prescribed under the Punjab 
Weights and Measures Act. 


List of Government Registered Manufactures of Yard Measures. 
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M/s Nath Commercial Co., Ambala City. 


M/s Indian Metal Industries, Ambala Cantt. E 


M/s Hargolal & Sons, Ambala Cantt. 

M/s Oriental Science Apparatus Works, Ambala Cantt. 
M/s Rubby Hurry & Co., Amritsar. 

M/s R. S. Khanna and Sons, Ambal Cantt. 

M/s Saraswati Iron Works, Ambala City. 


M/s Rai Bros., Hoshiarpur. 
M/s Agricultural Industries Registered, Batala. 
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10. M/s Eleka Industries, Jullundur. 


11. M/s Punjab Industries Co., Ambala Cantt. 


Second Part—The price of the stamped yard is not controlled. A 
verification fee of annas seven per yard measure is charged by the Government. 


Third Part—The question does not arise. 


ee eee ND come 


ALLOWANCE TO THE FAMILY OF SARDAR AMAR SINGH DETENU 
IN YOL CAMP. oe 


474, .Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha :. Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 


to state :— 


(a) whether Sardar Amar Singh of Alawalpur has been detained in 
the Yol Camp Jail ; 


(b) whether any family allowance was granted to his mother ; 
if so, when and how much : 


© (e) the total amount of the allowance paid to his mother so far ; 
(a) whether the mother of the above mentioned detenu. is, 
receiving the aforesaid allowance regularly ? 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) Yes. 


(b) Yes ; Rs. 15/- from £7-8-49 enhanced to Rs 25/- p. m. from. 
= 1-10-1949. | oe 


(c) Rs. 142/7/-. _ | as 
(d) Yes. . 


ee ee amama 


ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 


Sardar Bachan Singh (Ludhiana Central, Sikh, Rural): Sir, I beg to 
ask for leave to make a motion for the adjournment of the business of the 
House to discuss adefinite matter of urgent public importance, namely, 
the recent decision and its implementation by the Government to supply 
ground hut oil cake flour mixed with wheat flour to the consumers in rationed 
areas of the State and thereby ruin their already poor health. 


Mr. Speaker: May I know from the hon. Member when the. order to 
this effect was passed ? E 
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Sardar Bachan Singh: Sir, I had been to Ambala Cantt. on the 
25th instant. The District Organizer of Civil Supplies and Rationing had 
convened a meeting of the Advisory Committee. I came to know that 
ground-nut oil cake flour mixed with wheat flour was going to be supplied 
to people from Ist April 1950. Ihave got the copy of the notice with me. 


$ 26th March was a holiday and the Appropriation Bill was brought before 
the House on 27th March ; again 28th March was a holiday. Under the 
á circumstances, today is the first opportunity which I am availing of to 


bring this matter before the House. 


À- Mr. Speaker: I want to know the date of the order which is to be 
discussed if the motion for adjournment is admittted ? 


a Mehta Ranbir Singh: Sir, I have also given notice of a similar 
j adjournment motion. 
- Mr. Speaker: Yes, you will also get a chance to speak after the 
motion has been admitted. k 
Mehta Ranbir Singh: I want to say something about the urgency of 
the matter. g 8 
į- Mr. Speaker: Let me first enquire the date of the order which is to 
be discussed. . S a 
Sardar Bachan Singh: Sir, I have a number of proofs to show that 
such a decision has been taken at Ambala in the meeting of ene District 
Organisers. 
a Mr. Speaker: May I know from the hon. Minister whether any order 
has been passed and if so on what date ? 
Minister for Development > No order has been passed yet, 
Mehta Ranbir Singh: May I know from the hon. Minister if ground- 
nut oil cake’ flour is being mixed from the Ist of April ? 
r Minister: No. 
ra 


Ce Mr. Speaker: In view of the statement of the hon. Minister that no 
order has been passed to mix ground- nut oil cake flour with wheat fiour, I 
rule the adjournment motion out of order. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Ona point of order, Sir. I would like to 
ees know if the Government is prepared to give an assurance that it is not taking 
such a step ; if not, is it not then a matter of urgent public importance eo 


wa Mr. Speaker : That question may be asked - separately on some other 
occasion. 


ne ene eee 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized 2 


Panja 


Digi 


al with; 


(18) 14 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [30th March 1950 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: On a point of personal explanation, Sir. My 
honourable Friend Pandit Shri Kam Sharma during the course of his speech 
which he delivered yesterday made some remarks about me thereby creating 
some misunderstanding. But I may make my position clear that I was not 
returned on Congress ticket. Even though I got help from the Congress in 
my election, that help cannot amount to Congress ticket. Under these circum- 
stances, I think there was no obligation for me to resign my seat in the House. 
It was, therefore, not proper for my honourable Friend Pandit Shri Ram 
Sharma to have taunted me by quoting the example of Pandit Mohan Lal Dutt. 


Xa Mr, Speaker : Please leave that aside. 


HOURS OF SITTING. 


Chief Minister (The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava): Sir, I move— 
That the Assembly shall adjourn today at 3. 30, p. m. instead of 6.30 p.m, — 


Sir, as we have a number of important legislative measures on the agenda 
which i is rather heavy, I propose that we should sit for two hours more, and 
I hope the House will agree to my proposal. ce tee g 


Mr. Speaker : Motion moved — 


` That the Assembly shall adjourn today at £. 30. ne m. instead of 6.30 p.m: 


Sardar Bachan Singh (Ludhiana Central, Sikh, Rural) (Hindustani) : 
Sir, I rise to oppose the motion made by the hon. Chief Minister that the 
House should rise at 8-30 P.M. instead of 6-30 P M. today. You know, Sir, 
that it was in fact a non-official day to-day and it is now pr oposed to avail 
it for official business. In this way, attempt is being made by the Govern- 
ment that the important Bills which appear on the list of businéss for today 
should be hurried through. I would certainly protest against such a hurry 
because [ feel that in that case we will not be able to do justice to the Bills 
which are desired to be placed on the Statute Book. I find that very impor- 
tant legislative measur*s are before the House and it would, therefore, be 
necessary that we siould thoroughly examine the provisions of every Bill and 
this we can only do if we are afforded sufficient time to discuss each clause. 
If we study the history of previous Bills that were passed by the Assembly, 
we will find that in the firsti instance the Government promulgated am Ordi- 
nance and then the Bill was passed by the Assembly. Subsequently, when 
some flaws were discovered in the Bill it was followed by an amending Bill. It 
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was because of the fact that the Bills were passed in hurry and thus it involved 
heavy expenditure of the Government in this direction. There is no serious 
emergency in the State or some such thing as a war breaking out ; we are not 
faced with any emergent circumstances that we may be asked to complete the 
business hurriedly and then go to our respective constituencies to make 
intensive drive for war. On previous occasions also, I opposed the idea of 
taking up official business on Thursdays when such a motion was made by the 
hon. Chief Minister. It is certainly an infringement of the rights of hon. 
Members to deprive them of the opportunity of moving important resolutions 
in the House on a day fixed for this purpose. But such rights are being 
infringed as the Government commands overwhelming majority. As it 
exercises preponderant influence in the Assembly, the Opposition cannot take 
an independent stand and has to submit to its decision. Instead of 
following a normal course, the Government is taking up Government business 
on a day fixed for non-official business and is thus trying to adjourn the 
Assembly on the 3lst of this month. I fail to understand why business is 
being transacted so hurriedly especially when no additional expenditure is 
likely to be incurred by the Government in case the House were to sit for a 
few days more. The Members are in receipt of fixed compensatory allowance 
and for this reason I do not see any point in an early adjournment of the 
session I would have certainly welcomed the idea of prolonging the session 
for another six months so that we could have passed all the legislative measures 
after careful consideration. That step. would have really shown that the 
legislators in the State were working in the public interest and that the 
provision of grant in the Budget on Compensatory Allowance of Members 
was for the benefit of the public. But I am sorry to say that from the 
previous record of working of the Legislative Assembly, it appears that legis- 
lation work has been much ignored. During the period from 1947-50, we have 
passed only a few Bills. | . | | 


Ur. Speaker : x The honourable Member need not refer to that. 


Sardar Bachan Singh : In November 1947, there were only six or seven 
sittings of the Assembly. In March, 1948, and October 1949, the time was 
devoted to pass the Budget. The other day a full day was taken to 
discuss the Sugar Factories Control Bill, Now from the lists of business it 
appears that there are about 28 Bills to be passed. Some of the Bills are 
very important. | 


| — So far as my information goes, the Government wants to rush through 
all this legislative business comprising about twenty-seven Bills in two or 
three days. Sir, I feel this is very unfair. It amounts to plaving a joke with 
the people who are going to be affected by the proposed legislation. After 
all, this House is primarily a legislative body as its name indicates. Will it 
look proper on its part to devote so many sittings to the discussion of the 
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Budget and to give two days to legislation which is its primary function ? 

we want to make a laughing- stock of ourselves, simply because some ae us 
are anxious to return to their places and then to leave for Hardwar to witness 
the Kumbh fair? We have no objection, even if they they want to leave to- 
day but surely the termination of the session without giving sufficient consider- 
ation to important legislative measures and passing them in a hurried manner 
would not be a matter of credit for those who claim to take any interest in 
this work and_.are particular about discharging their duties conscientiously. 
Our province, being on the border, occupies a very important place in India. 
The incidence of crime has already shown a marked increase. 


” Mr. Speaker : I would ask the hon. Member not to roam about, but 
to confine himself to the motion before the House. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Iam not roaming about, Sir. I was stressing 
this need for very careful consideration of the measures that the Government 


wants to be enacted to-day, so.that no flaws or defects may be left anywhere 
in them, . 


‘I wonder, Sir, what made the hon. Chief Minister move the motion that 
the Assembly should sit till, 8-30 P.M. I fail to understand what has prompted 
him to do so. Why couldn’t the session be extended, instead of departing 
from the normal course. and compelling the Members ; to sit longer hours and 
late hours? It will. be no surprise, ifa motion is brought. to-morrow that 
the House should sit till 12 P.M, so that no items may be left over and it 
may be possible to adjourn the Assembly sine die. Afterall what is the 
cause of terminating the present session to-morrow without fail, when .we 
are prepared to stay at this place fora month more or even for a longer 
period, in order that legislative measures may have the fullest consideration 

possible before being put on the Statute: Book ? 


Has the time of to-day’s sitting been extended with a view to warn 
the Members that if they do not agree to the passage of all these Bills on 
the agenda to-day, they may have to sit even for a longer time, to-morrow ? 
Does the Government want to stifle discussion and rush through all this 
important legislation on the pain of tiring the Members to the breaking- 
point? So far as I can see, this,appears to be its real intention; otherwise 
the session could easily continue until every measure had been fully discussed 
and thrashed. I can’t understand the logic of the reasoning that there is 
a heavy agenda for to-day and so discussion sholud be limited. Who is 
responsible for putting so many important Bills on a single day’s list ? Surely 
not we. I can assure the Government that all these bills can be fully discussed 
and enacted, only if the session is extended for a few days more. But we 
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can’t understand this improper and undue haste, which does not redound 
to anybody’s credit. Put as many Bills on the agenda as can be easily 
disposed of by this House in the course of a day’s normal sitting. What is — 
the use of making the Members over-exert themselves ? 


Then, Sir, no such indication was given to the House that it will have 
to sit longer today. We came to know of it only this morning after going 
through the newspapers. Such *hings are not in keeping with the dignity of 
this honourable House. It appears the hon. Chief Minister disclosed his 
mind to the press representatives, though he did not think it fit to take the 
House into confidence. 


(ea Mr. Speaker : Please leave this aside. Nobody knows that. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Thisis not all, Sir. The press report to which 
I am referring also indicates that if the Members of the Opposition do not 
agree to the hurried passage of the Bills, all the Members will have to bring 
their dinner and bedding to the Chamber, since they may be rejuired to sit 
till very late in the night. Keeping all these -things in view, Sir, it would 
not be wrong to say that the Government wants to make a mockery of | 
legislative work. I would, therefore, request you, Sir, not to let this august 
body become the subject of ridicule in the eyes of the people, who are sure 
to get the impression that the hon. Members of the House are more anxious. 
to return home and participate in other activities than the performance of 
their primary duty. We should not create the impression that we only want 
to get pecuniary advantage of being members of this august House in the 
form of compensatory allownce or T.A. and dono work. 


\- Mr, Speaker; No reflection, please. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Sir, when so many important measures are 
proposed to be enacted in this session, is it not proper that we should display 
some courage and forbearance instead of becoming anxious to hurry back, 
after putting hasty and ill-considered legislation on the Statute Book ? After 
all, we have to establish good conventions in this House and not create 
bad impression about ourselves of being work shirkers. It is a question of the 
dignity and the prestige of this House. We should give due attention and 
time to the legislative work, since this ig our primary job. 


There are no abnormal circumstances ; war is not near at hand, nor is 
it a state of emergency, that our presence in our native places should be 
needed urgently. There is no such ugent work awaiting us as may demand our 
immediate return to our places. There are no elections at hand, whether of the 
Municipal Committees oz the Districts Boards. After all, how can we justify this 
improper hurry to finish the session ? I know you will pull me up, Sir, but I 
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cannot help saying that decisions are being taken by the Government in 
consultation with astrologers. 


| Mr. Speaker : Please leave aside such matters. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Sir, the legislative work is of such paramount 
importance that even if we have to devote one or two hours to each clause of 
every Bill, we should not grudge it nor consider it a waste of time. We should 
have the satisfaction of giving thorough consideration to a measure which is 
going to affect the general public. To think that since nine Bills are put on 
the agenda all have to be passed today, is a wrong notion. It is for 
these reasons that I oppose the motion that has just been moved. The work 
should be done in the normal course even though the session may have to be 
prolonged for a month more. We shal) have no objection to it. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar (Ex-Member West Punjab Assembly representing 
Lahore City, General, Urban) (Hindustani) ; Sir, I did not stand up before to 
speak as I was under the impression that there was perhaps a whip from the 
party disallowing us to take part in this discussion. Inow learn that the 
party has issued-no such whip. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Sir, is the hon. Member in order when he 
discusses party matters ? 


y Mr. Speaker: He should not bring in party matters. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Sir, the principle involved in. the motion 
sponsored by the hon. Chief Minister is so important that I cannot help express- 
ing my views on it. The motion definitely seeks to establish traditions which 
are against the spirit of democracy. I would request the hon. Chief Minister 
that he should not insist on sitting till late hours. There appears to be no 
reason why we cannot carry over the work which cannot be transacted 
today to tomorrow. Incase we should be in need of more time, we can 
utilize Saturday. Perhaps some sense would have been found in this motion 
for sitting from 6-30 p.m. to 8-30 p.m. if we were taken by a cataclysm but ` 
fortunately there is no such thing as that. There is no Bill on the agenda | 
which if not passed today will result in. heavens falling on earth or 
an uncontrollable revolution. Asa matter of fact we. should not take an 
undue advantage that as there is no opposition we may do things as we please. 
By rushing through legislative work we will give a very poor opinion to 
the public at large who naturally expect that we should make laws for them : 
after due consideration. However, if we want more time, I suggest that 
Saturday or even Sunday may be made use of as was done in one of the States. 


Shrimati Sita Devi (Ex-Member West Punjab Assembly representing 


Lahore City, General, Women, Urban) (Hindi): Sir, as the House is aware, 
an i vunwto, non-official days have already been taken by the Government for official 
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business and we did not object toit. But the motion which has now been moved 
by the hon. Chief Minister regarding extension of the hours of sitting from 
6-30 p.m. to 8-30 p.m. does not appear to be acceptable. It is not acceptable 
not because we do not want to sit for longer hours, we are prepared to sit 
even till 12 p.m., but there is no satisfactory reason for doing so, I don’t 
think that there is any measure on the list of business which if not passed 
may result in havoc for us. I am reminded of a Punjabi saying : 


L- Mr. Speaker: No sayings please. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Very well, Sir, 1 shall not quote the saying. 


Sir, usually there are only two sessions of this House. The Budget 
session lasts for about a month whereas the other, for a week or so. 
A huge expenditure is incurred on these sessions. I ask, is so much expendi- 
ture incurred only to rush through legislation with all possible speed without 
giving proper consideration to the bills by making the hon. Members sit from 
6-30 p.m. to 8.30 p.m? If we work with this haste, surely the public will not be 
pleased with us. Therefore, I request the hon. Chief Minister that he should kind- 
ly withdraw his motion as it is no use passing twenty five Bills in two days. 


- Mr. Speaker. Hon. Members seem to be under the impression that 
all the Bills on the agenda are to be passed today. Asa matter of fact they 
can devote the whole time only to one Bill. . 4 


Shrimati Shanno Devi Sehgal (South-Eastern Towns, General, Urban) 
(Hindi) : Sir, I have stood up to make an appeal to the House through you, 
For some time pest, discussions have been taking place and some work has also 
been transacted in this House which neither satisfies our people nor ourselves. 
As I realized that it was futile to make speeches in this House, I have kept 
silent for a very long time. But then there isa limit to everything. Today 
I find that my patience has been exhausted. 


Sardar Shiv Saraa Singh: Sir, is the hon. Lady Member in order when 
she says that it is futile to make speeches in this House ? 


Shrimati Shanno Devi Sehgal: I tell my hon. Brother Sardar Shiv 
Saran Singh that it is my earnest desire to see this House performing 
magnificent deeds. But unfortunately, at present it excels only in the making 
of speeches and does nothing substantial. 


Mr. Speaker: That isa reflection on the House as a whole. 


Sbrimati Shanno Devi Sehgal: Sir, J only wish to bring out that wë 
are not discharging our duty properly. | 
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I wish to submit, Sir, that we should perform our duties properly and 


enhance the prestige of this House. Why should the Government try to rush 
through all these Bills in two days ? 


‘Mr. Speaker: Where isit stated that these Bills should be passed in 
two days ? g 


Shrimati Shanno Devi Sehgal : The Leader of the Congress Assembly Party, ` 
who is also the Leader of the House, desires that the meeting to-day should x 
continue till late in the evening. As the hon. Sardar Bachan Singh enquired, 
what extra-ordinary situation are we faced with that the meeting should 
continue for such long hours? I cannot ignore the reports which have 
appeared in the newspapers today. The Congress Assembly Party met till aaa 
9°30 last night but no decision regarding passing of any specified number P 
of Bills at today’s meeting was taken there. We cry hoarse voicing the 
demands of the people but the hon. Members occupying the Treasury Benches 
go on making promises which they never fulfil. I beg to submit that we 
‘should not call ourselves representatives of the people, if we cannot 
perform our duties properly. Undoubtedly, it is our duty to transact the 
essential business without delay but as I told the hon. Chief Minister, he 


should not try to rush through the whole work and make the Assembly act 
like a non-stop bus. 


An hon. Member: Question may now be put, Sir. 
Mr. Speaker: Question is—— 


That the question be now put, 
The motion was carried. 


Chief Minister (The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava) (Hindi): I 
have patiently listened to the speeches delivered by my hon. Friends in order 
to understand as to what mistake I have committed in bringing forward . 
this motion and how I,could be charged with acting with unnecessary ci 
haste. I do not wish to bring party affairs in discussion, though an effort i 
has been made by some hon. Members toshow that they would have been 
in a position to express their opinion more freely, if no whip had been issued. 
I did not say to any newspaper correspondent that I wished to terminate i 
the session at an early date, nor is that thing implied in the motion moved ‘ 
by me. When there is some urgent business before the House, I expect 
the hon. Members to realize their responsibility and devote more time to it. iig 
It is with a [view to enable the hon. Members to discuss certain measures : 
fora longer time that I have requested them to sit for two extra hours 
today. My hon. Friend, Sardar Bachan Singh, said that he could not get 
A D sufficient time for studying these Bills and giving notice of amendments 
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which he might consider necessary. In this connection, I wish to point out 

that these Bills were published long ago. Members of the party were asked 
to send their amendments so that those might be considered. They were 
also informed that such Bills would be taken up on the specified dates. 
This information was sent long ago. Under the Rules, notice of amendments 


is in time ifit is received even two days before the date of discussion of 
the Bill. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Sir, why should the hon. Chief Minister waste 
the time of the House by bringing in party matters ? 


Chief Minister: I am speaking to the motion. The hon. Member 
who has interrupted me should know the Rules of the House. I was submitt- 
ing, Sir, that I moved this motion because [ did not consider it improper 
to ask those hon. Members, who claimed that they wished to discuss these 
Bills thoroughly and were prepared to attend meetings of the Assembly 
for months together, to sit for two extra hours today. I have only suggested 
that we should devote more time to the work before us. It is nowhere laid 
down that certain Bills have to be passed today. In order to enable the 
hon. Members to devote more time to the discussion of Bills, the suspension 
of question hour was also proposed but dilatory tactics were adopted and 
the time which could have been utilized in discussing Bills was spent in 
speaking about other matters. It is not true to say that I wish to rush 
through the work. It has not been proposed that we should finish certain 
work before the meeting adjourns. Whatever business is left over is 
carried to the list of business for the next meeting. I have not said that 
the session should end on the first or second April or for that matter on any 
particular date. One thing which I desire is that we should not adopt 
dilatory tactics which might necessitate the holding of a meeting on Monday 
after two off-days during which the hon. Members might visit their respective 
places. This would involve additional expenditure to the Government. 
) may be blamed for causing inconvenience to the hon. Members when I 
say that we should sit for two extra hours today but I admit that I attach 
greater importance to the necessity of doing essential work. It is not proper 
to say that I wish to rush through the work. One who has to do the work 
knows its urgency. It is easy for others to criticize. [have been a Member 
of the legislature for a long time and I remember that id 1937 or 1938, on one 
occasion the Assembly meeting had to continue till about mid-night for 
passing certain Bills, At that time the motion was for a non-stop sitting. 
The meeting had to continue till the business before it was completed. 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal: The hon. Member used to oppose such motions, 


Chief Minister: As I have submitted, th: motion at that time was that 
the meeting was not to be adjourned till the entire business had been ‘finished. 


Origi] with; 
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It was quite different from the one moved by me. My hon. Sister, Shrimati 
Shanno Devi, said that I should not ask the Assembly to act like a non-stop 
bus. I wish to tell her that I have only requested that the meeting today 
should continue for two hours longer. I don’t understand why those hon. 
Members who charge us with incurring unnecessary expenditure should 
consider it a burden to sit for two hours extra. With these words, I appeal 
to the hon. Members to accept this motion. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: On a point of order, Sir. I just want to 


submit that the motion that is now before the House is not in 


order. Under the Rules, the House can adjourn to a subsequent day unless 
directed otherwise. The only course left open to the Chief Minister was to 
move a motion that this rule be suspended till the business set on the order 
paper was completed. My submission, therefore, is that this motion contra- 
venes the Rules of Procedure. 


Chief Minister : Which rule is being contravened ? 


wa OTE The hon. Member, it seems, has overlooked the opening 


i words of the rule, ie., “Unless the Assembly otherwise directs”. Ordinarily 


the Assen bly when it meets at 2 p.m. has to adjourn at 6.30.p.m. Now 


if this motion is carried, it means that the Assembly directs that instead of 


adjourning at 6.30. p.m. it should adjourn at 3.30. It was, of course, 
open to the Chief Minister to move a motion under subclause (c) of Art. 12, but 
he has not done so and instead of that he has moved a motion that the 


Assembly should adjourn at 8.39. The motion is perfectly in order, 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: If you will kindly refer to Rule 12.... 


Chief Minister : On a poiat of order. You have been pleased to rule 


‘that the motion is in order. Can any Member challenge your ruling ? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: The relevant rule is——-— 


Unless the Assembly otherwise directs... 
(1) The Assembly shall meet whilst in session on all days except Saturdays 
and Sundays....... 


(2) The Assembly shal! meet on Mondays, ‘Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays at 2 p.m. and adjourn at 6 30. p.m.... 


(3) At630. p.m. on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and | hursdays and 
at 2 p.m. on Fridays o1 earlier if the business set down in the list of 
business for the day is completed, the Speaker shall adjourn the 
Assembly without question put. 


So it is obligatory that the Assembly must adjourn at 6.30. p.m. 
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The hon, Member has again lost sight of the fact that all 


these sub articles (1), (2) and (3) and even the subsequent sub paragraphs are 


covered by the opening words, “Unless the Assembly otherwise directs’. 


The 


assembly now directs that instead of adjourning at 6.30, it should adjourn 


- p m.instead of at 5.30. p.m. 


4. 


Krishna Gopal Dutt, Chaudhri. 
The hon. Dr. 


Narotam Singh, The hon. Sardar. 


Prithvi Singh Azad, The hon. Shri. 


Tara Singh, Sardar Sahib Sardar, 


Sir, as required 
I lay on the table the Supp- 


= - at 8.30. 
Question is — 
4 That the Assembly shall adjourn to-day at 8.3 
The Assembly divided: Ayes: 54 Noes: 
7 i AYES, 
‘ Ajit Singh, Sardar. 
Amar Nath , Shri Vidyalankar. Lehna Singh Sethi, 
Behari Lal Chanana, Shri. Matu Ram, Chaudhri. 
Beli Ram, Thakur. Mehr Chand, Chaudhri. 
Bhagat Ram Chodha, Shri. Narinder Singh, Sant 
a Bhagat Ram Sharma, Pandit. 
` Bhagwan Dass, Shri. Pancham Chand, Thakur. 
Bhim Sen Sachar, Shri. Partap Singh, Sardar. 
Buja Ram, Bhagat, Shri. Piara Singh, Sardar. 
Dalip Singh Kang, Sardar. Prem Singh, Chaudbri. 
Dalip Singh, Thakur. Prem Singh, Mahant. 
Dev Raj Sethi, Shri. 
Durga Chand Kaushish, Pandit. Ranjit Singh, Captain. 
Gopi Chand Bhargava, The hon. Dr. Rattan Singh Tabib, Shri. 
| Gurbachan Singh Bajwa, The hon. Rattan Singh Gill, Sardar. 
Sardar. Sahib Ram, Chaudhri. 
Harbhaj Ram, Chaudhri. Samar Singh, Chaudhri. 
Ishar Singh Mujhail, Sardar. Sant Ram Seth, Dr. 
| Jagdish Chander, Chaudhri. Shiv Saran Singh, Sardar. 
| Jagjit Singh Mann, Sardar. Shiv Singh, Sardar. 
Jaswant Singh Duggal, Sardar. Shri Ram Sharma, Pandit. 
| Jiwan Lal, Pandit. | Sudarshan, Seth. 
| Joginder Singh Mann, Sardar. Sundar Lal, Chaudhri. 
| Kabul Singh, Sardar. | Sundar Singh, Chaudhri. 
Kartar Singh, Chaudhri. 
i Kartar Singh, Sardar. Udham Singh, Sardar. 
| Kehr Singh, Sardar. | Virendra, Shri. 
i | Waryam Singh, Sardar. 
NOES. 
Bachan Singh, Sardar. Sajjan Singh, Sardar. 
| Ranbir Singh, Mehta. : Suraj Mal, Chaudhri. 
ram 
+ i eo ni 
PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE. 
SUPPLEMENTARY STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURE 
: FOR THE YEAR 1949-50. 
Chief Minister (The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava) : 
, by Article 390-A(2) of the Constitution of India, 
| lementarv Statement cf Expenditure for the year 1949-50, authenticated by 
these His Excellency the Governor. 
“As required by Article 390-A (2) of the Constitution of India, I hereby 
° 3 PM. authenticate the following Supplementary Statement of Expenditure 
© ` for the financial year 1949-50, which specifies — 
(a) the Supplementary Grants made by the Punjab Legislative 
Assembly in its session, held in March 1950. and 
Original with; (b) the sum required to meet the expenditure charged on the 
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D ET 


4 
g 
é Major head included in Demand 
tn 
o 
6 A 
Z 
—__ n 
I—SUPPLEMENTARY DEMAND 
Expenditure Charged to Revenue 
> &— Provincial Excise 
3 9—Stamps 
12—Charges on account of Motor Vehicles .. 
i | 


13—Other Taxes and Duties 
XViit—Irrigation Working lxpenses 


7 
| 18—tIrtigation Expenditure finaticed from 
Ordinary Revenue 


| 2?2—Interest on Debt and other obligations 


23—Appropriation for Reduction or Avoidance 
of Debt 


10 25—General Administration 

11 2 —Administration of Justice saa 
38—Medical 

| 39—Public Health 

41—Veterinary 


43—Jndustries 


54-—Famine 
55—Superannuation Allowances and Pensions 
56—Stationery and Printing 

Total Expenditure Charged to Revenue 


Expenditure not Charged to Revenue 
65—Capital Outlay on Forests 


Improvement and Research 
72—Capital Outlay on Industrial Development 
Ct arges on Buildings and Roads Establishment 


83—Payment of Commuted Value of Pensions 


N N e : 
(ex) bame a . 


34 85-A—Capital Outlay on Provincial Schemes 
of State Trading 


Total Expenditure not Charged to Revenue 


Charges on Buildings and Roads Establishment | 


71—-Capital Outlay on Schemes of Agricultural 


PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
Supplementary Statement 


ee 
eo 
a 


[30th March, 195¢ 


Supple- 


_ mentary 
Grants made 


by the 
Punjab 
Legislative 
Assembly 


Rs. 
2,87;200 
11,140 


| 2,75,220 


| 21,01,100 


14,42,560 
84,400 


5,77,490 


23,310 
3,77,499 
12,56,290 
5,790 
24,64,750 
3,84,090 


86,009 
58,29,'C0 


4,50,410 
55,000 
3,48, 650 
2,40,06,210 


Sums 
required to 
meet ex- 
penditure 
charged ôn 
the 


revenues of 
the State 


40,71,700 


3,480 
70,330 


48,069 


“Gs 9?,90,740 


41,93,570 


Total 


2,87,2:)0 
11,140 


2,75,220 


21,01,100 


40,71,700 


14,46,049 
1,54,730 


3,77,490 


23,310 
3,77,490 
12,56;200 
5,790 
25,12,819 
3,84,09) 


1,34,84,310 


86,000 
58,29,100 


4,50,410 
55,000 

3,48 ,650 
2,40, 06,210 
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3,07,75,370 | 


3,07, 75,370 
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a on "ee 


| ee required to 
E| Grants made] MESE ex 
S Major head included in Demand bythe | Ponouure Total 
5 Major head included in Deman Poat charged on 
ma 5 ar ae the 
f ae hea © | revenues of 
s A ; ssemoY | the State 
; N—TOKEN DEMANDS Rs. Rs. | Rs. 
= | Expenditure Charged to Revenue | 
1 | 7—Land Revenue We 10 sii 10 
8 Charges on Irrigation Establishment sie 10 | 10 
e 12 28—Jail8 and Convict Settlements | 10 | is 10 
. 13 | 29—Police se 10 si 10 
36—Scientific Departments vee ft 
14 r 10 ove 10 
47—Miscellaneous Departments wee |! 
13 37—Education ves 10 zis 10 
17 40—Agriculture a a 19 sas 10 
19 42—-Co-operation age 10 we o 1 
| | 
22 50— Civil Works pig 10 see 10 
23 Charges on Electricity Establishment and 
Miscellaneous Expenditure 10 ies 10 
32 | 57—Miscellaneous ad 10 | a 19 
Total Expenditure Charged to Revenue ... 110 | 110 
Expenditure not Charged to Revenue | | 
9 68—Construction of Irrigation Works, etc. | 10 | 10 
26 | 81—Capital Account of Civil Works (Outside | 
the Revenue Account) | 10 wee 10 
27 | 81-A—Capital Outlay on Electricity Sehemes | 
|, Outside the Revenue Account). 10 10 
| 
i 33 | 82 — Capital Account of other Provincial Work | 
- | (Outside the Revenue Account) 10 ae 10 
| 
35 | Advances not bearing Interest—Advances Re- | l 
| payable | 10 ne 10 
l | 
| 
b 36 Loans to Municipalities and Advances to Cul- | 
k tivators, etc. 10 ee 10 
i i ee re eee meee emer | eer eer ae ea (EE Oe TE ome cer ems 
| Total Expenditure not Charged to Revenue ... 60 nee 60 
an | Granp TOTAL ... | 4,00,66,280 | 41,93,570 | 4,42,59,850 
SIMLA : — €. M. Trivedi. 
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RREVENTION OF HINDU BIGAMOUS MARRIAGES BILL. 


Shrimati Sita Devi (Ex-Member West Punjab Assembly representing 
Lahore City, General, Women, Urban): Sir, I beg to present the report of 
the Select Committee on the East Punjab Prevention of Hindu Bigamous 
Marriages Bill. 


7 


REFUGEES’ REHABILITATION (LOANS AND GRANTS) AMENDMENT BILL. 


Mr. Speaker: The House will now resume discussion on the East 
Punjab Refugees’ Rehabilitation (Loans and Grants) Amendment Bill, 1950. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar (Ex-Member West Punjab_Assembly repre- 
senting Lahore City, General, Urban) (Hindi): Sir, when we were 
considering this Bill on the last occasion, I wanted to say that the Bill before 
us: was an amendment to the East Punjab Refugees Rehabilitation (Loans 
and Grants) Act 1948. This amendment to the original Act involves a very 


important principle to which I wish to draw the attention of our Government. 


In my opinion, that principle is fundamental. If we see section 5 of the Act, 
we find the following :— : 


(1) Any refugee may submit to the Deputy Commissioner, within the 
local limits of whose jurisdiction he resides or intends to carry on 
kis business or profession, an application in the prescribed form supported 
by an affidavit, stating the amount of loans or grant desired by him, the 
purpose for which it is desired and the manner in which the repayment 
of the loan, if granted to him, is proposed. 


(2) The Deputy Commissioner, if satisfied that the applicant is a refu:ee, 
may— 


(a) if the application is for a grant of a sun not exceeding Rs. 250 or for 
a loan of a sum not exceeding Rs. 2,00", sanction the loan or the grant, 
as the case may be, to the extent of the amount stated in the application or 
any lesser amount as he may consider fit ; | 


(b) if the application is for a grant of a sum exceeding Rs. 250 or for a loan of 
a sum exceeding Rs. 2,000 forward it along with his recommendations 
as to the amount for which it may be sanctioned to the Financial 
Commissioner. . 


Now Sir, the amendment proposed runs thus :— 


Section 5-A (t)—Notwithstanding anything contained in the last preceding 
section the Financial Commissioner may entertain direct from any 
individual refugee or a group an application in the prescribed form supported 
by an affidavit stating the amount of loan desired, and the manner in 


Orifknal with; which repayment of the loan, if granted, is proposed. 
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Sir, the fundamental principle to which I wish to draw the attention 
Of the hon. Members and of the Government is, what place we like to give 
to the district officers in the affairs of admininistration. Hon. Members 
are aware that the unit of our administrative machinery is the district. In 
the present set-up, our district officers are so placed that they can submit 
reports after duly considering all the aspects of any matter. Final orders 
are generally passed on the basis of such reports The effect of this amend- 
ment would be that the district officers or the- men at the spot would not 
have their say. I am of the view that such officers have a greater opportunity 
of making inquiries at the spot wiih the aid of other officers and the local 
agencies. On the basisof these enquiries, they make recommendations 
and they take full responsibility for what they report. In this matter 
what I have to say is that we are trying to eliminate the district officers. 
I, therefore, submit that by putting forward this amending measure the 
Government is making an attempt to eliminate the district officers who 
have so far keen entertaining the ayptications of the refugees for purposes of 
granting loans to them. I feel that the Financial Commissioner is being 
burdened with an embarrassing responsibility. May I ask whom, after 
teceiving applications direct, he would consult and through whom 
he would conduct enquiries with a view to finding out whether the applicant 
deserved the loan or not ? What would be his source of enquiry ? How is 
he going to be guided in this matter ? If the Government feels that the Finan- 
cial Commissioner, Rehabilitation, would himself enquile into each application 
or cause enquiries through certain subordinates, then would it not be better 
to entrust the matter to a responsible officer, F mean the Deputy Commissioner 
who has already at his disposal necessary means and resources for causing such 
enquiries ? Now the Government intends to empower the Financial Commi- 
ssioner to grant loans to refugees. The result would be thatin the frst 
instance he wouid nct be able to conduct enquiries thoroughly in the matter. 
Tf at all he does, it would be a half-hearted enquiry. Even if this is done 
‘then a very highly paid officer would be performing the same duty which a 
lesser paid officer, namely the Deputy Commissioner, could do... This means 
that Government are incurring more expenditure for the accomplishment of 
the same work which could be done at a lesser cost. Even if we ignore these 
facts we must know the source from which he would be guided in regard to 
the desirability of granting loans to the refugee applicants. You will agree 


” 


with me, Sir, that howsoever capable and wide-awake an ‘officer may be, 
there are limits beyond which he cannot perform his multifarious duties as 
jis efficiently as he would have done if the work wasa bit light and he had 
adequate means to accomplish that task. Supposing he knows a few appli- 
cants, they would receive justice all right, but what about others who are 
not known tohim? How would he be able to assess their requirements 
properly ? I, therefore, deplore the tendency of the Government to centralize 
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power in their own hands. Now is the age of decentralisation. It appears that 
Government wants to revert to the same methods which used to be in vogue 
with regard to the appointment of Assistant sub Inspectors of Police and Naib 
Tehsildars. You will perhaps remember, Sir, that they could not be appointed 
without the approval of the Government. Similar method is going to be adopted 
by the Government in the matter of grant of loans ty the refugees. I am 
sure this system is bound to fail. Now the difficulty is that we cannot get 
any amendment in the Bill as it stands nor can we force a division on it to 
register our dissent from it. I therefore wish to draw the attention of the 
Government to the principle underlying this measure. I may tell them that 
this is not a good principle which from administrative point of view can 
get them a good certificate. Besides, the argument that the Financial 
Commissioner, Rehabilitation, will have ample facilities in the Secretariat 
for the disposal cf the loan applications, does not appeal to me because 
this is a matter which involves thorough -enquiry. So Government will be 
well— advised to decentralize powers as much as possible so that people may 
not carry tle impression that the Government are out to concentrate 
power in their own hands and they do not want even their officers to use 
them for running the administration. 


= Sardar Joginder Singh Mann (Ex-member West Punjab Assembly, 
representing Gujranwala-Shahdara, Sikh, Rural) (Punjabi): Sir, we have 
received the whip that the Bill under consideration is to be passed as it 


stands. a 


\Y Mr. Speaker: I would request the hon. Members to avoid reference to 
the whip issued by the Government. 


Sardar Joginder Singh Mann: My hon. Friend who preceded me has 
very clearly pointed out the defects in the Bill. I have no mind to repeat them. 
| But I may point out that if the Financial Commissioner is vested with the 

powers to entertain loan applications of the refugees direct, the venue of loans 
| would shift to Simla which is a very expensive place. It involves great 

inconvenience to reach this place and the poor refugees would be put to 
great hardship. This centralization of powe: in the hands of the Financial 

Commissioner, Rehabilitation, would naturally attract the refugees to Si la 

with a view to’ making efforts to get their loans granted by him. I feel it 

“would have been better if Government had refrained from bringing forward 

this measure and the refugees had been allowed, as usual, to submit 
| applications to the Deputy Commissioner and obtain loans from him. Now 
| they would be made to incur extra expenditure to come over to Simla which 
| they cannot afford to bear. May I ask, Mr. Speaker, how the Financial 
| Commissioner would be in a position to verify the contents of the application 


bt i „ı,9f a refugee ? How will he know whether the applicant really deserved 
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the loan and what his source of income was from which he would repay the 
loan? What machinery is he going to set up for causing thorough enquiries 
in the matter ? If after all he has tc send these applications to the Deputy 
Commissioner concerned for verification or scrutiny, then where is the 
necessity of vesting in him the power to grant joans to the refugees? Then 
there is anotl:er side of the picture. All those persons who are known to 
the hon. Ministers or the Financial Commissioner, Rehabilitation, would 
easily get the loans, while others will have to experience great difficulty in 
achieving their object. If this Bill is passed, the Ministers, particularly the 
Minister for Rehabilitation, would be faced with another difficulty. He would 
receive sucha large number of applications for loans that it would become 
well nigh impossible for him to please everybody. In other words, he 
would please none and incur the odium of everyone. Much of his time 
would be wasted in making recommendations for the grant of loans. He would 
be forced to send a list of the refugees to the Financial Commissioner for 
grant of loans and he would have to sanction the applications. In this way, 
the very object of the Bill would be defeated. Besides, the position of the 
hon. Minister would become untenable. But if he thinks that with the 
passage of the Bill, his position would le strengthened, then he can please 
himself. I may tell him that not a single application for loan would go to 
the Financial Commissioner, and all the {applications would come to him 
straight and he will be forced tu recommend them. I am not mentioning any- 
thing new; it happens every day, since certain people feel that accessibility 
to the hon. Minister is easier than to the Financial Commissioner. So on 
these grounds I oppose the principle of the Bill. The existing arrangeme:.ts 
in regard to the submission of applications for loans should be allowed to 
continue. Hence the Bill no longer appears to be necessary. 


Master Gurbanta Singh (Jullundur, General, Rural, Reserved seat) 
(Punjabi) : Sir, I rise to oppose the Bill now before the House. Hitherto, the 
law provided that applicatian for loan be made to the Deputy Commissioner who 
sanctioned it after making certain necessary enquiries. Now according to 
the provision of the proposed amending Bill, it is the intention of the 
Government to empower the Financial Commissioner, Rehabilitation, to 
sanction such loans. It is clear from the Bill now before the House that 
enquiries which used to bə held previously would not be necessary now. I 
am of the opinion that if the proposed Bill is passed into law, Government 
would have to face certain difficulties in recovering the loans thus sanc- 
tioned. If a person who applies for loan does not possess any house or 
shop in the town, it would be well-nigh impossible for the Government 
to recover the loan thus granted. The policy of the Government in centra 


. lizing the whole thing will do no good. It will instead create manifold 


difficulties. Under the circumstances, the system of giving loans direct] 
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by the Financial Commissioner without reference to the district officers 
appears to be very defective. The right of granting loans by one senior 
officer will, Sir, I am sure, result in the misuse of power. It will not be out 
of place to mention here that nomination to district boards and municipali- 
ties were made directly by the Government without even asking the district 
officers to recommend the names of suitable persons. My hon. Friends know 
it full well that only such persons have been nominated to the municipali- 
ties who neither owned any land within the municipal limits of that area 
hor were occupying any rented hcuse within those limits nor even 
had any/ experience about the working of the municipalities. The 
same sort of persons were nominated to the district boards. 
u~ Mr. Speaker: I would ask the hon. Member to be relevant, 


oo 


Master Gurbanta Singh: I am only giving ah example. I wanted 
to show how district officers are not consülted and how power is centra- 
lized in one ofticer. What I wish to submit by way of an instance is that 
such persons have been nominated to district boards who do not posses, 
any knowledge about its working nor know anything about the life 
in the rural areas. For instance, my hon. Friend Dr. Sant Ram 
Seth does not know how and where dung is heaped in the villages. 
-This is how nominations are made by the Government. Similarly, so 
far as the proposed amending Biliis concerned, I am of the opinion that 
loans would te granted to those persons only who may be residing in U.P., 
Bengal and other States, while people residing in this State who would 
be badly in need of loans for establishing factories and other 
business concerns would not be benefited in the least. Only those 
persons who can approach the hon. Ministers or the high officials will 
succeed in securing loans without any rhyme or reason while the claims 
of those who are poor and necdy would continue to be ignored. in 
my opinion, there was nothing wrong in the provisions of the main Act 
under which the district officers, on receipt of applications for loans 
deputed inspectors and other officers to make necessary enquiries and mae 
then submit reports whether the loan asked for by the applicant was k 
justified. It goes without saying that recommendations for granting loans, 
were made by these officers in genuine cases only. Under the provision: 
of the amending Bill, poor people who have no approach to hon. Min- i 
isters and other high officials as they do not happen to know any of E 
them, would stand to suffer. On the other hand, loans wou'd be granted 


| to undeserving and influential and a chosen few persons. With these words, 
i Sir, I oppose the proposełl amending Bill, now before the House, and 
| 3 resume my seat. 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt (Ex-Member West Punjab Assembly, 


Tespresenting North-Eastern Towns, General, Urban) (Hindustani); Sir 
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the amending Bill now before the House isof a controversial nature. The 

question arises as to what sort of machinery should be set up for granting 

loans and grants so that both the applicants and the Government may be 
oe satisfied with its working. My hon. Friends know it full wd! that a different 
type of machinery was set up for sanctioning the grants and loans to peopie 
previously and it has been experienced that there was no such system which 
could give entire satisfaction to the people. Asa matter of fact, the Govern- 
ment made all out efforts to make grants and loans available to people through 
Deputy Commissioners and advisory committees whose duty it was 
to consider their applications and sanction loans and grants accordingly. 
After some time, complaints were made ty the pecple about the distribution 
of loans and grants to the effect that they had made a bad choice in nomin- 
ating their own people to these advisory committees. Allegations were also 
made against the Deputy Commissioners for appointing their own people 
to these committees and thus advantageously playing one party against the 
other. When efforts were made to set these mutters right, complaints 
continued pouring in even against this action on the part of the Government. 
Unfortunately it so happens that the atmosphere both in and outside this 
august House is such that the general public is led to believe that everything 
is being done here in this State under pressure of influence. It is simply 
because of this fact that people complain against the working of the com- 
mittees, the Deputy Commissioners and also the Government. What I wish 
to submit is that so far none of the hon. Members has made any constructive 
suggestions in this direction with a view to giveentire satisfaction to the 
people. So far as the functionaries of the Government, whether Financial 
Commissioners or Deputy Commissioners, are concerned, criticisms are being 
levelled- against them for being supporters of the Government. So far as 
my experience goes, I have had a very bitter experience of the working 
of these committees. Asa matter of fact, we do find many defects in these 
committees but all the same I do not find any other alternative 
according to which justice and justice alone could be done while dealing with 
— the applications for loans and grants from the needy persons. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: On apoint of order, Sir, I would like to 
remind my hon. Friend that the old system of granting loans and grants has 
not been done away with. According to the provisions of the amending 
Bill now before the House, oniy additional powers already exercised by the 
Deputy Commissioners are intended to be given to the Financial Commissi_ner 
Rehabilitation. 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: After all, it is our duty to strengthen 
this machinery. But so far as the question regarding the additional powers 


Pe is concerned, I do not think that these will prove satisfactory. But all the same 
rıgına with; 
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[Krishna Gopal Dutt. ; 


Ido not find any other alternative and if for argyiment’s sake there be any, 
I am sure, that too would be subjected to vehement criticism. 


Further I would like to point out that the proposed alternative has been 
subjected to much criticism. It has been said that the Financial Commissioner 
who will be empowered with additional powers and who will thus be all- 
powerful will not do anything substantial and that he is likely to take undue 
advantage of these wide powers. It has also been said that the hon. Ministers 
would also be instrumental in benefitting their own people. So far as I am 
concerned, I have experienced that there is hardly any person in the,machin- 
ery of the Government who, knowing some people, would not try to oblige 
them. The same is the case with the Deputy Commissioners, Financial 
Commissioner, hon. Ministers and our workers who have worked on the 
advisory committees. What I wish to point outis that allegations should 
be made against an hon. Minister or any other official of the Government 
when they favour only their own people. So fa asthe allegations against 
the hon. Minister-in-charge of the Bill are concerned, there can be no two 
opinions about the honesty, integrity and fairness of Dr. Sahib. In my opinion 
there should at least be some distinction in making allegations against the 
hon. Ministers and the officers of the Government. It will not be right to 
say that since the hon. Minister and the officers of the Government, as has 
already ‘been said, resort to nepotism, therefore my “hon Friend 
Dr. Lehna Singh will also resort to nepotism. I donot think there can 
be any such complaint against him. Under the circumstance:, so far as the 
proposed Bill is concerned, I donot think there is any other alternative 
and I am of the cpinion that the Financial Commissioner, being the 
competent authority, should be empowered to sanction loan applications. I, 


therefore, do not find it advisable to oppose the Bill, now before the House, 


and I support it with all the emphasis at my conmand. 

Sarda: Sajjan Singh (Patti, Sikh, Rural) ‘Punjabi): Sir, from the Bili 
that has been introduced in the House, I find that there is no more extrava- 
gance in the Government expenditure. The Financial Commissioner is already 
over-burdened wit work and thus I fail to understand how he would be able 
to cope with this additional work efficiently. The Financial Commissioner has 
never been in touch with this work, and it wiil be merely waste of time if this 
work is also entrusted to him. Just as it is always well to suggest super-fine 
and costly medicine in case of serious disease, so it would not look proper to 
assign such a petty work to a high officer of the status of Financial Commiss- 
ioner. It is surprising to find that the Government has placed such a heavy 
agenda before the House. It appears that the Government has not exercised 
due care and attention in doing so. Sometime back in the course of reply 
to a question, the hon. Minister for Relief and Rehabilitation, Dr. Lehna 
Singh Sethi, remarked that it was only a concession to those people who 
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could not submit their application to the Deputy Commissioner in time that 
they could now do so to the Financial Commissioner. But I am of the opinion 
that this additional work should not be assigned to the Financial Commissioner 
on account of the fact that he has already immense amount of work to do. 
There is reason to beleve that the Financial Commissioner who has never 


- been in touch with this kind of work may not squarely deal with such cases 


and under heavy pressure of work may arrive at wrong decisions. 


In connection with the allotment of land, I would like to point out that 
in Amritsar district not even 25 per cent of the allotment of land has been 
properly made. I verified this fact in the seven villages of my ilaqa and 
wrote to the Financial Commissioner in this behalf. He acknowledged my 


letter but Ido not know what action he took in this matter. I think it 1s 
not proper to entrust this work to an officer who is already much overworked. 


I think that the o} ject of the amendment that is sought to be made in the 


~ Bill is not the same as is embodiedin the Statement of Objects and Reasons 


ATN a 
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of the Bill’. It says :— 

To expedite grant of loans to deserving persons, it is necessary to empower 
the Financial Commissioner, Rehabilitation, to sanction loan applications even 
though such applications had not been made to the Deputy Commissioners in 
the first instance. 

The only possible impression that can be formed of such an action of 
the Government is that it would get things done according to its wishes by 
shifting the responsibility on to the Financial Commissioner. In this 
way the action of the Ministers will not be subject to any criticism. Under 
these circumstances, it would be better to adhere to the old practice according 
to which the advisory committees are responsible for recommending the 
applications for loans after making necessary enquirv., If the Financial 
Commissioner is empowered to sanction loan applicat‘ons there will be 
possibility of more errors being committed. I would, therefore, ask the 
Government to run its administration on right lines being guided by the 
principle of justice and fair play, instead of modifying its attitude to manoeuvre 
indirect methods to indulge in nepotism and favouritism. It appears that 
our Government has beaten the record of indulging in nepotism. With these 
words, Sir, I oppose the Bill and think that there is no need for bringing 
forward such a Bill. | 


Sardar Kartar Singh (Ex- Member West Punjab Assembly representing 
Lyallpur West, Sikh, Rural) (Punja5i): Sir, I have stood up to support 
the Bill. I have been listening to the speeches delivered by some of 
my hon Friends and find that some Members have expressed their 
opinion that the Deputy Commissioners should be empowered to sanction 
the loan applications. Some have suggested that these powers should vest 
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in the Financia | Conmissicners. I am of the opinion that it is easier 
for the Minister to put a rcc: mmendation to the Deputy Commissioner but 
it would be rather impossible for him to do so to the Finarcial Commissioner. 
Everybody has his own experience and so far as my experience goes, I 
think it would be difficult for anyone to influence the Finaneial Commissioner. 
A fear has bren expressed in certain quarters that a Mini ter can easily 
make recommendation to the Deputy Commissioner on telephone. According 
to the procedure, applications for loans have to be sent to the Deputy 
Commissioner who has to forward them to the Financial Commissioner with 
his own remarks. Then the Financial Commissioner may reject the applica- 
tion or sanction the loan. In my opinion it is wrong to say that the 
Financial Commissioner invariably agrees with the report of the Deputy 
Ccmmissioner. Secondly, when the Financial Commissioner is aware of an 
applicant’s antecedents, surely there is no reason why his application should 
be sent for report to the Deputy Commissioner, Tehsildar and other local 
authorities, resulting in considerable delav. In such cases as for instance 
that of Sardar Jogincar Singh Mann, it would be in the interests of the 
refugee concerned to have his application sanctioned directly by the Financial 
Commissioner. So I feel, Sir, that the amendment proposed in the Bill 
will simplify the procedure for getting loans in some cases, and would thus 
be of great help to the needy refugees, in that they will be able to get the 
money without unnecessary delay. On the other hand, there is nothing in 
this Bill to prevent the Financial Commissioner from sending back to the 
local authorities anybody’s application for report. With there words, I 
support this Bill. 


An hon. Member: Question may now be put, Sir. 


Mr, Speaker: Question is :— 


TI 


That the question be now put, 
The motion was carried. 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal: Sir, I draw your attention to the Rule as to 
Closure which runs— 


At any time after a question has been proposed a Memker rising in his place 
may claim to move “That the question be now put,” and unless it shall appear 
to the Chair that such motion is an abuse of the rules or an infringement of 
the rights of the minority, the question ‘‘That the question be now put” shall 

_ be put forthwith and decided without amendment or debate. 


On this motion only one Member from th’s side has heen allowed to 
speak and my submiss‘on is that the moving of a closure motion at this 


Original with; Stq e 3 a P: , i ee . . 
orige stage is clearly an infringement of the rights of the minority. 


Digķized by; 


PanjaD 9 


L 


~ m ane: 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 
Panjab iss 


ce ie REEUGERS REHABILITATION (LOANS AND GRANTS) = (18) 35 
(AMENDMEN I) BILL 


A Mr. Speaker: I assure the hon. Member that I have always b en 
liberal in allowing the hon. Members from the Opposition to have their say. 
When only two Members had spoken, motion as to ciosure was moved but 
I did not allcw it to be put to the House and more speeches were made. 
It was only when I found that the arguments were being repeated that I 
accepted the closure motion. As segards the question of majority and 
minority, the hon. Men:ber knows it full weil that there are only four 
Members on the Opposition and itis not incumbent on me to allow all the 
four Members to have their say on each and every motion thatis moved 
in the House. I assure the hon. Member that 1 always take care that the 
Members of the Opposition do exercise their right to have their say. 


Minister for Rehabilitation (The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi) 
(Punjabi): Sir, some hon. Members have opposed this Bill because they 
seem to suspect us of having some ulterior motives. Objection has been raised 
mainly on the ground that by vesting powers in the Financia] Commissioner of 
rece ving and sanctioning loan applications directly, we are making it 
easy and convenient for ourselves to help our friends etc., and to have the 
loan applications sanctioned according to our wishes. This is far from being 
true, Sir. This House has a right to know the exact reasons which made 
it necessary for the Government to bring this amending Bill. 


As you are aware, Sir, there isan organization called the Finance 
Rehabilitation Administration at Delhi for sanctioning loans of a higher 
amount than Rs. 5 thousand to the refugees. When any application for such 
a loan is received by them, they subject it to a very close scrutiny and investi- 
gation in order to determine whether the applicant reaily deserves a loan of 
more than Ks. 5 thousand or not. Now applications are received by them 
in thousands and naturally their scrutiny and final disposal take a very 
long time, often more than 6 months. Now supposing after six months, the 
Finance Rehabilitation Administration rejects the application ofa refugee 
on the ground that he is entitled toaloan of less than Rs. 5 thousand, 
would it be deisrable to send his application back to the local authorities for 
report and delay the matter for another six months especially when his case has 
already been thoroughly examined by the said Administration ? Would it 
be fair to keep the poor man on tenter-hooks for another six months ? Would 
it not be better to give the Financial Commissioner powers to sanction 
loans in such cases, without holding futher investigation ? I feel, Sir, that 
those who are opposing this Bill are doing a dis-service to the refugees. If this 
amending Bill is not passed, applications of all those whose cases have been 
rejected by the Finance Rehabilitation Administration because under the 
rules they cannot sanction loans of lesser amount than Rs. 5 thousand would, 
according to the old procedure, have to go to the local authorities for 
lu vestigation and report and the refugees concerned will be put to a great 
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hardship owing to inordinate delay in the grant of loans to them. In such 
cases, it would be in the best interests of the refugees, if the Financial 
Commissioner has the powers to receive and dispos2 of applications directly. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: May I know if it is after proper investigation 
and inquiry, that the Finance Rehabilitation Administration decides that 
a particular applicant does not deserve a loan of higher amonnt than Rs. 5 
thousand and so his application should be sent back to the State 
Government ? ? 

7 Minister for Rehabilitation: Yes, it is after thorough examination 
by a. board that such a decision is taken and if such applications again 
go to the district and tehsil officers for repoit, Iam afraid it will be a very 
lengthy procedure, involving unnecessary delay. Then, Sir, there are cases 
in which it would be preferable not to follow the usual procedure, as in the 
interests of the country they might require a speedy disposal. For instance, 
in the case of the applications of the refugee firms engaged in sports industry _ 
al Juliundur desirous of re-starting this incustry, any delay in the granting 
of loans would be detrimental to the interests of the country as this industry 
heips the country in earning foreign money. If these uprooted firms of 
Sailkot apply direct to the Financial Commissioner, speedy action would 
be taken in- granting loans to them. 


I feel, Sir, that much breath has been wasted on imputing ulterior 
motives to the Ministers. On the one hand it has been averred, that if the 
applications go through the lower officers, it would be much better because 
the Ministers will not have much chance of influencing the decisions on them, 
On the other hand, some hon. Members hold the opposite view. They seem 
to think that it would be easier for people to approach the local officers 
and put undue influence on them and soit is better to give powers to the 
Financial Commissioner to receive applications directly. J am really sur- 
prised to hear these contradictory views. If at all any Minister wants to help 
anybody, I fail to understand the arguments of my Friends that in one 
case it would be easier for him and in another rather difficult to achieve his 
object. What difference would it make to such a Minister whether the 
deciding authority in a particular case-is the Financial Commissioner or the 
Deputy Commissioner ? And then why should it be thought that the services 
are thoroughly unreliable and untrustworthy ? If it is thought that the higher 
the officer, the more amenable he is to undue influence, then should all high 
officers be turned out and the entire work entrusted to the smaller officials 
in the Deputy Commissioner’s office? Would that make the administration 
more honest and incorruptible ? So far as I think, the experience of most 
people is that it is easier to influence the smaller officials than the big oncs. 
The Financial Commissioner...... 
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U Mr. Speaker: No repetition, please. 


Minister for Rehabilitation: My hon. Friend Sardar Sajjan Singh 
said that the time of the Financial Commisssioner is very precious and he 
should not be called upon to do this work. Lam not at one with hun on 
this point. Thousands of people will have to be given loans for sums exceed- 
ing five thousand rupees and this work is so important that it should be done 
by an officer who is highry paid and is beyond all suspicions. We wish that 
this duty must be performed by an cfhicer whom we pay twenty rupees an 
hour. He should see that loans are advanced to lonafide traders who 
would return the amounts advanced to them. 


Shri Bhir. Sen Sa:har: Is there no need for an agency for inquiry ? 


Minister for Rehabilitation: The inquiry agency will not be done 
away with altogether. If the party asking for loan is known to the Financial 
Commissioner, an inquiry may not be made but when he is not known to him 
the application may be forwarded to the Deputy Commissioner for making 
the necessary inquiry. 


An hon Friend remarked that I was creating a hell for myself. In 
reply I can only say that I came to this hell of my own accord and should 
therefore not shirk it. If some hon. Members think that I shall be bothered for 
making recommendations etc., I may assure them that I shall not indulge in 
making recommendations. I shall, however, do my utmost to see that the 
refugees requiring loans do not have to face technical difficulties and that 
their needs are met. I may not be able to tell in the Assembly as to which of 
the refugeas have been given loans but if anv of the hon. Members cares to 
inquire fromme outside the House I shall be glad to tell them that such and 
such people have fbeen given loans. Of course, one thing I must say and it 
is this that the Financial Commissioner will advance loans only to those 
refugees who will not misuse this money as it is to be given soley for purposes 
of rehabilitation. And so far as I am concerned, I shall not ordinarily 
recommed any case. However, if I do, I shall take the responsibility of the 
repayment of the loan. I hope all that I have said will satisfy my hon. 
Friends and they will refrain from any further opposition. 


Mr. Speaker: Question is— 


That the East Punjab Refugees Rehabilitation (Loans and Grants) 


(Amendment) Bili be taken into consideration at ounce. 


The motion was carricd, 


Mr. Speaker: Now the House will proceed to consider the Bill clause 
by clause, 
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CLAUSE 2 


Mr. Speaker : The amendment of Mehta Ranbir Singh is out of order. 


He can oppose the whole clause if he chooses to. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh (Ludhiana and Ferozepore, General, Rural) (Hindi) « 
Sir, I have got up to oppose the new method of giving loans to the refuge s 
through the Financial Commissioner. In this connection, I have to invite 
the attention of the House to section 5 of th: Est Punjab Refugees Rehabili- 
tation (Loans and Grants) Act 1948 which is meant to be amended by the 
present Bill. Section 5 says that grants for amounts less than Rs. 250 and 
loans which are for less than Rs. 2,000 will be sanctioned by the Deputy 
Commissioner. 


Sardar Ajit Singh: It is already known to us. The hon. Member 
should say something new. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: The fact is that the hon. Member does not know 
anything as he does not care to study the relevant literature. Sir, if the hon, 
Members bother to read the original Act they will know the powers of the 
Financial Commissioner in it. The original Act says: 


The Financial Commissioner may after consulting such authority, if any, as the 
Provincial Goverament may in this behilf prescribe either reject an application 
or accept itin whole or in part aud may specify tie conditions on which a 
loan or grant is to be made and incase of a loin specify the instalments in 
which it is to be repaid. 


These powers of the Financial Commissioner are sought to be substituted 
as follows by the present Biil : 


The Financial Commissioner if satisGied that the applicant is a refugee may, after 
consulting such authorities, if any, as the State Government may in this behalf 
prescribe sanction the loan to the extentc«f the amount stated in the appli- 
cation under subsection (1) or any lesser amount as he may consider fit. 


According to the new provision the Financial Commissioner cannot 
reject an application of anybody after he has made sure that he is a refugee. 
This means that the powers of the Financial Commissioner are being taken 
away altogether as after satisfying himself that the applicant is a refugec he 
cannot reject his application for loan. He has not to make sure whether that 
refugee would be ina position to repay the loan, This is obviously bad. If 
private property of a Minister were involved, we could not have objected 
to such a step but as there is a danger of the State funds being wasted, we 
take strong exception to it. 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh: The hon. Member is ignoring the words ‘if 
Satisfied’, 
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Mehta Ranbir Singh: But my hon. Friend should know that he has 
to satisfy himself that the applicant is a refugee. That is all. He is not 
in a position to reject the application if the refugee cannot repay the loan 
which is to be given to him. It is true that the Financial Commissioners are 
very able men cand are also very highly paid but what I ask is, how can they 
do justice to their job unless-and until the Government arms them with 
requisite powers ? 


Every day the hon. Members are heard co.demning tie services in this 
House but if the significance of the provisions of the Bill is fully realised, it 
would be admitted that the services are going to be placed in a difficult posi- 
tion. Howsoever capable and honest the Financial Commissioner may be, he has 
only to satisfy himself whether the applicant is a refugee or not. For the 
rest of it, the Government would be prepared to listen to all the criticism 
which may be levelled against it in this House or outside. It has not 
given more powers to the Financial Commissioner than that of satisfving 
himself about an applicant being a refugee. I have no objection to permit- 
ting these refugees who for certain reasons could rot apply for loans earlier, 
to do so now, but at the same time it should be ensured that not a penny of 
public money is wasted. It should be spent properly. When the hon. Ministers 
have to decide these matters, they are faced with many difficulties. If the 
refugees were to request the Min‘sters for entertaining their applications, 
which they could not submit earlier, it might not be possible for them to reject 
such requests in all casee. It is provided in this Bill that only those disp- 
laced persons who have settled in State or propose doing so, can apply for 
loans. Sone refugees were probably unable to decide whether they were 
to settle in this State or not. The conditions were such that some persons could 
not make up their mind. In some cases certain persons might have gore to other 
provinces, If they have now decided to settle in this State, they should be 
permitted to apply for loans, if they so desire. I realise that this Rill has 
been moved with a view to enable those persons to obtain loans and grants 
and I am in full agreement with this propcsal. If some displaced persons 
could not submit their applications to the Deputy Commissioners, they should 
be enabled to submit these to the Financial Commissioner now. 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh: The hon. Member should keep the time also 
in view. A 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: The mceting has to continue till 8-30 p. m. 
and there is no hurry about it. 


z Mr. Speaker: If itis the object of the hon. Member to prove obstruc- 
tionist, I have another remedy. I draw the attention of the hon. Member 
to Rule 86 of the Rules of Procedure. i 


Punjab Vidhan Sabha 


Digitized by; 


Panjab Digital Library 
ei E 


Origiffal with; 


Punjab Vidhan Sabha 


Digitifed by; 


Panja Digital Library 


(18) 40 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [30th March, 1950 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: I was submitting, Sir, that I quite realize that _ 


proper facilities should be provided to those refugees who moved to other 
provinces but have now decided to settle in this State. For this reason I 
have nat opposed the proposed clause ‘5- A’ of this Bill. I would have 
supported the other parts of this Bill too, if the only object was to provide 
facilities to the refugees but I fear that these are likely to be used for other 
purposes. In my opinion the Bill, permits of other interpretations, which 
may perhaps be the real object of bringing it forward. 


Some hon. Members: We know the hon. Member’s object. 


Mr. Speaker: The object of the clause is quite clear. I do not see 
any hidden object in it. 


Mehta Ranbir-Singh : We have to read the wording of the clause 
and consider.the interpretations wh ch are capable of being put onit. We 
can not depend upon the Statement of Objects and Reasons, 


LUMr. Speaker : I would ask the hon. Member not to repeat his 
arguments, 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh : He has nothing more to add. 


Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member is an L. L. B. He should differentiate 
between this clause and the previous clause. ‘ 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: The object of the Government which is clear 


to me igthis. There is a Chinese saying...... 


OS Mr. Speaker: Leave that aside. I would ask the hon. Member to he 
dignified. He should not prove obtructionist. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Not at all, Sir. There is a well-known saying. 


Mr. Speaker: No stories please. 

VY 

Mehta Ranbir Singh: There is a saying ‘that it never pays any 
Government to enter others’ hearts through the stomach at the cost of public 
money’. Sir, this is a very apt saving and it applies to the present situation. 
I want to submit that the trust money placed at the disposal of this 
Government by the Central Government should be properly utilized. 


Mr. Speaker: I want to bring it to the notice of the House that the 
hon. Member is indulging in repetition and irrelevance and proving 
obstructionist. I have already warned him a number of times and now I 


give him the last warning that he should wind up his speech or I shall have to 
ask him to resume his seat. 


“yt 
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Hon. Members: He is obstructing the business of the House. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: I shall be obliged if you will kindly point out 
to me when I am repeating. 


Wa Mr. Speaker: I don’t think the hon. Member is saying anything 
new. These arguments have already been advanced and now the Bill is 
being considered clause by clause and the same things are being repeated. 
Uiider rule 86 of the Rules of Procedure I ask Mehta Ranbir Singh to dis- 
continue his speech and resume his seat. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : Thank you, Sir. 


. Shri Bhagat Ram Choda (Jullundur, General, Rural) (Hindustani) : Sir, 
I want to submit that the refugees have already suffered great losses and 
now whatever amendments are necessary should be made in the Bill. The 
Government should see that the refugees are provided work without any loss 
of time. It is a matter of great regret for us ail that they have, a large 
number of them, been without any occupation for such a long time. I would 
ask the Government to consider this point carefully and so amend the exist 
ting laws relating to the refugees that they help in their early rehabilitation. 
I will not take more time of the House in view of the heavy work before it. 


Mr. Speaker: Question is— | 


That Clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 


After ascertaining the votes of the House by voices, Mr. Speaker sard, ‘‘1 
think the Ayes have it.” This opinion was challenged and Division was claimed. 
Mr. Speaker after calling upen those members who supported the claim for 
Division declared that the Division was un-necessartly claimed. 


The motion was declared carried. 


= CLAUSE 3. 


Mr. Speaker: Question is — 
; 7 That Clause 3 stand part of the Bill. 
The motion was carried. 
CLAUSE 1. 
Mr, Speaker ; Question is— 
That Clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 


PE eee The motion was carried 
rıgına with; : 
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TITLE, 


Mr. Speaker: Question is— 


That the Title be the Title of the Bill: 


The motion was carried, 


Minister for Rehabilitation : Sir, I move— 
That the East Punjab Refugees Rehabilitation (Loans an! Grants) (Amendment) Bill be passed 


Mr. Speaker: Motion moved— . 
That the East Punjab Refugees Rehabilitation (Loans and Grants) (Amendment) Bill be passed. 


Sardar Bachan Singh (Ludhiana Central, Sikh, Rural) (Hindi) 
Sir, the real object of this Bill is to make the provisions of the originai Bil 
inapplicable to certain influential persons. 


LY Mr. Speaker: No reflections. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Very well, Sir. It is laid down in section 5 of 
the original Act $ : a 


The Financial Commissioner after consulting such ‘authority, if any, as the 
Provincial Government may in this behalf prescribe, either reject an application 
or accept itin whole or in part and may specify the conditions on which a 
loan or grant is to be made and (in case of a loan spccify the instalments in 
which it is to be repaid. 


Under this section, the Deputy Commissioner imposed conditions for the 
repayment of loans on the applications made to him Then that application 
was forwarded to the Financial Commissioner who imposed more conditions if 
he deemed necessary to do so for proper repayment of the loan. But now under 

this Bill, the condition will be imposed only on common people and not on big 
ones who would have an approach to the Financial Commissioner straight away. 
These big people are shy of applying to the Deputy Commissioner, because in 
that case their applications have to go through many difficult stages. At first 
there is the Deputy Commissioner and then there is the District Rehabilitation 
Committee which considers the suitability of every case. Afterwards the 
application for loan goes to the department of Urban Rehabilitation whose 
sub-Inspectors and Inspectors see whether the person applying for loan will be 
able to satisfy the conditions of the loan or not. It is just possible that the Fin- 
ancial Commissioner may agree to the conditions recommended by the Deputy 
Commissioner In that case, the big people can be put to some hardship. Now 
it appears that big people under this Bill, would be saved from the application 
cf any condition for the repayment of loans. If a poor man gets a loan, he 
will have to pay back in half yearly or yearly instalments. But no such condition 
is necessary in the case of influential people. As a matter of fact the object 
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of this Bill is to give immunity against the PAT of any conditions for 
repayment of loans, to those big people whose names it is not in public interest 
to disclose. 
z Mr. Speaker: I think these things were suid by Sardar Sajjan Singh 
also. | 
Sardar Bachan Singh: No, Sir. what I wish to say is that the motive 
underlying this Bill deserves condemnation, While the poor refugees do 
not stand to gain at all, the rich and influential persons who could not give 
their applications so far have been enabled to give them now. This Bill 
gives a concession to such persons. The House is aware that refugees "are 
coming ever since 15th August 1947 and about two and half years have elapsed. 
Now the first quarter of 1950 is passing. The motive of “this amend- 
ment is that such influential persons may be enabled to „avoid, going to 
the Deputy Commissioners and other officers so that “no one. may 
notice them and no public commiitees may have opportunity of making 
any objections. Such persons may come straight to the Financial 
Commissione: and get whatever they want. Special arrangement ha’ been 
made to enable big persons to get loans without the imposition of any 
conditions. In this state of affairs the man-in-the-street is quite justified in 
saying that nepotism and favouritism are the order of the day. If Bills like the 
one under consideration are passed by the House, the people will, certainly 
think that the Government desires giving concessions to the rich without 
any help being given to the poor. The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh has stated tnat 
the Government wants to see certain industries flourish. Have such industries 
been started overnight ? Were they not in existence some time back ? 
If no applications were given by those persons, what is the reason for that ? 
They could apply earlier. Why this delay ? I think the fact is that certain 
things which pinched certain influential persons had to be removed. So 


- this effort has been made to remove such things In the original Bill there 
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‘are many conditions which have to be fulfilled before getting any loan. 


Now certain persons desire to get loans by giving applications to the 
Financial Commissioner direct. Why do they wish to apply direct ? 
Why did they not submit their applications previously? I don’t wish to 
ieveal the names of such persons. But the fact is that they like to avoid 
applying to the district officers, 


\ Mr. Speaker : No repetition. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Sir, it is quite human toerr. But if the 


Government is bent upon passing such legislative measures, I would app peal 
to the hon. Minister that 


eeteetoae 


Minister For Development: But who is going to listen to your 
appeals ? . 


SO Re Ee Se Aiamaa aT LAR aa 


i 
I 


H 
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Mr, Speaker: That isa wrong attitude. Reasonable request should 
be accepted irrespective of the party or person from whom it emanates, 


+ 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Sir, I am hoping against hope. Nobody knows 
what may happen tomorrow. The hon. Minister may die tomorrow but the 
work will continue. (Interruptions) 


Mr. Speaker : Order, order. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Sir, the hon. Minister has stated that nobody 
will pay any attention to my suggestion. Sir, in the name of democracy, I 
appeal to the Government, and I consider it my duty todo so, that the 
poor displaced persons should be attended to. 


Mr. Speaker : The Government resettles the unsettled persons. 


«Sardar Bachan Singh: Yes, but my contention is that more attention 

should be paid to the poor persons. It is my firm belief that the enmity of 
an enemy is not as dangerous as the loss of confidence of the people by a 
Government. 


T 
_’ Mr. Speaker: That is irrelevant. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Sir, ] am going to say that if the Government 
wishes to pass this Bill by means of the strength of majority that is at its 
command, it is quite a ditferent matter. But if it looks to the interests of 
the people of the State, it should realize that the Bill is opposed toit. The 
Ordinance which will lapse after six weeks is proposed to be given the form 
of an Act of this House. So I wish to draw the attention of the hon. Members 
to its defects. As is evident, it will only serveto lock to the interests of 
those who are influential and rich. The interests of these few should ‘not 
be taken to mean the interest of the people of the State. Before sacrificing 
the interests of the poor at the altar of the rich, we should try to consider 
what weare doing. I appeal to the hon, Members to think of the poor 
whose interests they are going to ignore. 


Mr. Speaker: Question is— 


That the East Yunjab Refugees Rehabilitation (Loans and Grants) (Amendment) 
Bill be passed. 


Afver ascertaining the votes of ihe House by voices, Mr. Speaker said, 
“I think the Ayes have tt.” This opinion was challenged and Division was 
claimed. Mr. Speaker after calling upon those Members who supported the 
claim for Division declared that ths Division was unnecessarily claimed, 


The motion was declared carried. 
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MERGED STATES (LAWS) BILL. 


Minister for Labour (The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad): I introduce 
the Punjab Merged States (Laws) Bill. 


Minister for Labour: I move— 


That the Punjab Merged States (Laws) Bill be taken into coasideration 
at once. 


Mr. Speaker: Motion moved— 


That the Punjab Merged States (Laws) Bill be taken jnto consideration 
at once. 


Sir, the Punjab Merged States (Laws) Bill is an important anda necessary 
measure. It provides for the extension of all those laws to the merged 
States, which are in vogue in the State of Punjab. Since we are keenly 


Pandit Shri Ram Sbarma (Southern Towns, General, Urban) (Hindi) : 


- interested to see the people of the State of Dujana, Loharu and Pataudi 


being administered justice on the basis of these laws, the nece sity of this 
Bill becomes all the more imperative. So it is essential that the Bill be 
passed without any loss of time. But in this connection I want to draw 
the attention of the Government to an important matter. The object 
of the Government will not be achieved by merely passing this Bill. I 


find that in all the 25 or more villages of these merged States, the same 


top heavy administration continues which should have become un- 
necessary after their merger in the different districts. The naib-tehsildars 
and other revenue staff working in the districts could easily administer 
those villages bu: the pity of it is that the expenditure on that unnecessary 
staff is still allowed to continue. I may also point out that unless the 
same amenities are provided to the people of these States as are being provided 
by the District Boards of Rohtak, Gurgaon, and Hissar to their people in the 
matter of education, sanitation etc., the enforcement of the laws as enumerat- 
ed in the Bill, will not go along way to ameliorate the condition of the 
poor people of the merged States. 


A“ fi Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member is irrelevant. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: I bow to your ruling, Sir. But may Í 
ask whether I am within my rights or not to point out to Government that 
its object in bringing these States to the level of the State of Punjab, 
would not be ,achieved by mcrely passing this Bill and paying little attention 


to the provision of amenities to the people of these States in the matter of. 
education, sanitation etc. ? 


va Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member will be right in bringing in a resolution 
regarding certain steps which he wants the Government to take for the 
benefit of the people of the merged States. 
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Sardar Bachan Singh (Ludhiana Central, Sikh, Rural) (Hindi) : Sir, 
the Bill under consideration is a formal Bill as it relates to the extension 
of certain laws to the merged States in the Punjab. 


Minister for Labour: On a point of order, Sir. The hon. Member 
betore rising to make a speech Pointed towards you and said that you would 
do what the Leader of the House wants you to do. He should not have 
uttered this remark. 7 


\ r. Speaker: I never heard this remark. Anyhow if the hon. Member 
did utter these words, he should withdraw them. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Sir, when I have not said these words, how 


can I withdraw them ? 


(At this stage the official reporter on duty «was asked if the hon. Member 
had uitered tiose words and the Reporter said he had not h:ard these words). 


O Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: When these words have neither been 


i heard by the hon. Speaker, nor spoken by the hon. Member nor even heard 


or recorded by the official reporter, the matter may be dropped. 


eye Mr: Speaker: I have been told by the Secretary that these words 
were spoken. ae z 


Sardar Bachan Singh: I did not make this remark which is being 


put intg my mouth. 


v Mr. Speaker: Then what did he say ? 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Before I was permitted to make a speech and 
while I was sitting in my seat, I said that you would do what the Chief 
Minister wanted. I thought it was off the record. 


E V Mr. Speaker: I want that these words should also be withdrawn. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: If you so desire, I withdraw them. Well, 
Sir, I was submitting that this is only a formal Bill and the object underlying 


it is that the laws which are in force in the Punjab, should be enforced in 


the merged States also. No one will be pleased more than myself if the 
Government extends all the good laws except the Punjab Safety Act. I 
may point out that itis within the jurisdiction of this Legislature and that 
the Government is within its power to omit the enforcement of any law 
which it considers would go counter to the interests of the people of the 
merged States. It will not be out of place to mention here that the Madras 
High Court declared the Preventive Detention Act passed by the Central 
Government, as void. This piece of news was hailed in every State of the 
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\’ Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member should not discuss that. N 
Sardar Bachan Singh: Sir, I have no mind to discuss that Act. I 
made a mention of it only by way of information. What I want to drive 
at is that no useful purpose would be served by passing this Bill if the people 
of the merged States are not fully benefitted by it. If it fails to prove 
beneficial to them naturally they would have a feeling as expressed in the 
adage :— 


Hai wl 2d Jsi $ fs ad Cua § 1 


= 


ah a fast sat T fra 7g se 


Only the other day my hon. Friend Bhagat Buja Ram remarked that people 
were in favour of the merger because they expected that this would result 
in the improvement of their miserable lot. But he found that the merger 
had not served any good to them. He, too, exelaimed that 


Hah M feed Jsi $ fea añ Qua } | 
Haft at Sd Bat gq fla as sT 


Then, Sir, it is common knowledge that the old States are much backward 
and less advanced as compared with the old provinces of India. Since these 
States have been merged in our province, it becomes our imperative duty 
to see that they are brought to the same level as we are in the field of 
economic development and we shall take effective measures for their advance- 
ment in the domains of economic, social and educational progress. But 
we have certain very harsh laws which, I feel, should not be enforced in the 
merged States. These States have been agitating since they came under 
the sivay of the British, to come in line with the provinces in all spheres of life 
and now when their efforts have been crowned with success, they should 
not be made to face such harsh laws as would pique their hearts. We should 
assure them that since they have decided to go shoulder to shoulder with us, we 
would extend only those laws which will prove beneficial to them. For instance, 
asa result of the enforcement of these laws, so many schools will be opened ; 
so many hospitals will be set up, compulsory primary education would be 
introduced etc. etc. 


Mr. Speaker: But the Bill provides for the extension of all these laws. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: I am glad to hear that, Sir. If the people of 
these States can be made to feel that merger would bring them all the 
amenities enjoyed by the Punjab people, then the object of this Bill is 
achieved. But if someone from those areas is detained under the Punjab 
Safety Act or is threatened by the Sub-Inspector of Police unduly, then it 
is but natural that the people of these States? will not be happy at the merger. 
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Safety Act in the merged States. 


_ I would, therefore, request the Government not to enfcrce Punjab, Public 
| Mr. Speaker: Question is— o 
| 


. we 
That the Punjab Merged States (Laws) Bill be taken into consideration at once. 
| | The motion was carried. 
| | Mr. Speaker : The House will now consider the Bill clause by : 
|: clause. ; 
\ 
a . CLAUSE 1. 
| SUB-CLAUSE (2) ~~ 
Mr. Speaker: Question is— ° 
| That Sub-Clause (2) af Clause1 stand part of the Bill. | 
The motion was carried. | 
CLAUSES -2-8 
x 4 `i 
Mr. Speaker: Question is— | 
That clauses 2 to 8 stand part of the Bili. | 
The motion was carried. | 
i 
SCHEDULE. | 
Mr. Speaker: Question is— 
| . That the Schedule stand part of the Bill. 
The motion wis carried. l ! 
i 
CLAUSE 1 
£ T 
SUB-CLAUSE (1) , 
Mr. Speaker : Question is— o ” 
That sub-clause (1) of clause | stand part of the Bill. 
The motion was carried. 
PREAMBLE. | -th 
| : Mr. Speaker: Question is— | d 
i ba 
| 


That the Preamble be the Preamble of the Bili. 
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TITLE. 
ar, Speaker: Question is— 


That the Title be the Title of the Bill. 


The motion was carried, 


Mivi.ter for Labour: I move— 
That the Punjab Merged States (Laws) Bill be passed. 
Mr. Speaker: Motion moved— 
That the Puniab Merged States (Laws) Bill be passed. 
Sardar Sajjan Singh (Patti, Sikh, Rural) (Punjabi): Sir, at this stage I 
would like to say.a few words with regard to this Bill. I can say on the 
basis of my experience that so far as the provisions of the Police Act, referred 


to in the Schedule 2 of the Bill now before the House, are concerned, under 
s3ction 75 of this Act Government has been empowered to...... | $ 


A Speaker: The hon. Member is discussing the Act. 
Sardar „Sajjan Singh : Sir, it is given in the Schedule “II of the 
y : 


Mr. Speaker: But that Schedule has been passed. Question is—- 7 
Pal < 


Bill. 


That the Punjab Merged States (Laws) Bill be passed. 


The motion was carried. 


SPECIAL TRIBUNAL (CHANGE OF COMPOSITION) BILL. 


Minister for Labour (The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad): I introduce 
the Punjab Special Tribunal (Change of Composition) Bill. 
Minister for Labour: I move— - 
, That the Punjab Special Tribuna! (Change of Composition) Bill be, taken into 


consideration at once. | 
Mr. Speaker: Motion moved— 


That the Punjab Special Tribunal (Change of Composition) Bill be taken into 
consideration at once. : 


I would like to draw the attention of the Government to the panes 


‘section 4 which runs— 


That East Punjab Special 7 ribunal shall consist of one member to be appointed 
by the Provincial Government who shall b+ a person qualified under subsection 
(3) section 22) of the Government of India Act, 1935, for appointment as 
a judge of the High Court. 
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I do not ‘think that the words “under section (3) of section 220 
| of the Government of India Act, 1935’’ are correctly put since we have got 
| a corresponding Article in the Constitution of India. I would like to have 
the views of Sardar Swaran Singh on the subject. | 


Sardar Swaran Singh: I think, Sir, that the phraseology of the proposed 
section 4 as appearing in clause 3 of the Bill does require modification and 
instead of the words ‘under subsec'ion '3) of section 220 of the Government of 
India Act, 1935”, we should incorporate the number of the corresponding 
Article of the Constituition of India which lays down the same qualifications 
fora person to be apponted as a member of a Tribunal. . Of course it will 
only be a verbal change but without that change the proposed section as it 
stands becomes meaningless. = 


Mehta Ranbir Singb (Ludhiana and Ferozepore, General, Rural) 
(Hindustani): Sir, I rise to oppose tbe principle underlying this Bill. 
Previously the Special Tribunal consisted of 3 members but now it is the 
intention of the Government that the Special Tribunal should consist of only 
one member. Ido realize the necessity of reducing the expenditure. In 
fact I would be the first person to support the proposals of the Government 
for reducing and eliminating unnecessary expenditure. We have all along 
been urging upon the Government to devise ways and means to reduce its 
expenditure. But I would like to lay much stress on the point that no 
reduction shou'd be made in such expenditure which is very necessary and 
without which it is not possible to carry on the day-to-day administration of the 
State in the interests of the public. I am of the opinion that the proposed 
reduction in the composition of the Tribunal from 3 members to one would 
result in grave injustice to parties who can be benifited to a great extent by 
the collective wisdom and legal acumen of 3 members. In view of this 
fact I am of the opinion that justice can in no way be done by one member 
as proposed in the Bill, now before the House. 


(At this stage Mr. Speaker vacated the chair and ii was occupied by 
Chaudhri Suraj Mal, a member of the Panel of Chairmen.) 


Ifit is the intention of the Government to save money by reducing 
the strenzth of the members of the Tribunal, then one is lead to think that 
the Government is out to effect reduction on such items where it is 
necessary to spend in the interests of the public, while on the other 
hand it does not want to reduce unnecessary expenditure which 
is really a burden on the poor people. Government has not felt the necessity 
of curtailing the unnecessary expenditure in connection with T.A. and such 
| other things. Lakhs of rupees have been wasted on aeroplanes and stil 
| our Government does not fight shy of wasting the public money. Huge 
| amounts have already been spent on the Resources and Retrenchment 


Oripa wih: Committee, but nothing is known about its deliberations and decisions. No 
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[Mehta Ranbir Siugh.] - 


report has so far been made available to the hon. Members about its doings. 
Now another Resources and Retrenchment Committee has been set up and 
we do not know yet as to how much money is going to be spent on it. 
Perhaps the disclosure of this information on the part of the Government 
may not be in the public interest. 


Sir, the question of the liberty of the individual should not be entrusted 
to one man. The collective wisdom of three members is certainly mo e 
useful and effective than one man’s opinion. Ido not say that a member 
who is appointed by the Government would not be a man with legal acumen 
and I can have no doubt about his integrity. But I would say that whenever 
- any complicated case involving an important law point comes up before the 
` High Court, the Chief Justice appoints a Divi ion Bench to dispose of that 
case. I fail to understand why, when a queston of the liberty of the 
individual is involved, such cases be not entrusted to the three-member 
tribunal. If Government is influenced by the consideration of effecting 
economy in Government expenditure, I vould suggest that economy could 
easily be effected in other spheres. But a change in the composition of the 
tribunal from three-member iribunal to one-member tribunal is hardly 
desirable. I hope the Government would ponder seriously over this matter. 
The Government should not show utter disregard for public opinion and if it 
persistently adheres to the old bureaucratic way of keeping up its own prestige, 
then I am afraid, it may topple down some day. It must carry public opinion 
with it and create confidence in the mind of common man that he will get 
justice and fairplay. It is not fair on the part of the Government to advance 
the common plea of inadequacy of funds and contemptuously deal with the 
question of civil liberty by allowing summary trials of:the people by a one- 
member tribunal. A three-member tribunal is absolutely necessary and if 
there is not sufficient work for them, they shold be entrusted with 
additional work. 


m Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Perhaps my hon. Friend does not know 
that there is not sufficient work even for one man. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: My hon. Friend informs me that there is not 
enough work even for one man ; if it is so, I really fail to understand 
the need for such a tribunal at all. I was under the impression that there 
might be heavy work to be disposed of by this tribunal. It will, under these 
circumstances, be a sheer waste of public funds to set up even a one-member 
tribunal. I, therefore, strongly oppose this Bill. 


Sardar Swaran Siagh (Juliundur West, Sikh, Rural) : Mr. Chairman, 
so far as the change from a three member tribunal to one member tribunal 
is concerned, there should be no serious objection, because orders which are 
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passed by this tribunal are not final, all orders are appealable. Moreover in 
criminal administration it is one judge who decides cases and the cases 
which are brought before this tribunal are not more serious than the cases 
which come up before the Sessions Judges and a Sessions Judge alone decides 
these cases. But, Sir, I would take this opportunity to impress upon the 
Government the desirability of not creating srecial tribunal for the decision 
of such cases. So far as this tribunal is concerned, it was constituted seven or 
eight yearsago. Throughout this -long periòd of its existence it has not been 
able to dispose of any considerable number of cases and the cases have 
dragged on and on and their end is not in sight even now. Itis felt that 
the special courts that are created have got a natural tednency to lengthen their 
life and for that reason the disposal of cases is not ve:y speedy. I would, 
therefore, suggest that this Bill, which is an enabling Bill, should be availed 
of by the Government in such a manner as io give the task to a member 
of the permanent ‘service of the judiciary of the State. | He should be 
entrusted to finish tue work as part time work in addition to his own 
duties. If we have special officers appointed for this work then the task is 
not finished as early as it should be and itis a matter of very serious objec- 
tion that the cases have lingered on for years together. As a matter of fact, 
one of these cases actually went to the Supreme Court’ for collateral matter 
and the hon. Judges of the Supreme Court referred to the inordinate delay 
that had been caused in the disposal of the case. 1 would, therefore, suggest 
to the Government that in making appointment in persuance of the provisions 
of this Bill it should not appoint a whole time manor a retired man but 
should - entrust ‘the work to one of the members of the regular service, 
for instance a Sessions Judge should be asked to do this work in addition to 
his own duties, - 


I want to add one thing more. So far as these special judges are 
concerned, people do not have the requisite amount of confidence in them. 
There isa feeling that special tribunals are created with a particular object 
in view, cither to record conviction or acquittal. I don’t say that this is 
the intention of the Act but this is the feeling amongst the people amongst 
whom we have to administer justice. And in administering justice it is not 
enough that justice is administered but there should also be a feeling among 
those who are afiected by the administration of justice that justice is being 
administered ina fair manner. Therefore, Sir, it would be good to revert 
to normality and entrust these cases to ordinary courts in addition to their 
own duties. Creation of special Magistrates, special Tribunals and other 
special forums should be stopped and there should be no special courts. 
So far asthe present tribunal is concerned, I think it would not be wrong 
to say that it has not done any considerable work and I would suggest that 
the Goverument should entrust the work pending before it, to a member 
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‘Sardar Swaran Singh. | 


of the permanent service so that he might expenditiously dispose of the case3 
that have already taken too long a time. 


Sardar Bachan Singh (Ludhiana Centra!, Sikh, Rural) (Hindustani; : 
Sir, if we trace back the origin of the proposed provision in the Bill, it will 
be found to be a lineal descendent of the Criminal Law Amendment Ordinance 
promulgated in the British regime in 1943, when all the top leaders of the 
Congress were rotting in jails without being given an opportunity of trial 
before aregular law court. A wave of consternation had swept over the 
length and breadth of the country at the promulgation of this Ordinance and 
the Congress formed the spearhead of the great agitation that was carried 
on against the Ordinance. To-day when the same Congress is in power, it 
is itself enacting measures, based on the provis ons of the notorious Ordinance 
of the British regime to which I have just referred, measures which were 
then dubbed by it as aiming at the annihilation of individual and personal 
liberty. I am, however, glad to find that to-day Sardar Swaran Singh, our 
ex-Home Minister who was responsible for sponsoring the original Act, has 
expressed himsclf against the creation of special courts, as the spokesman 
of the common man and so I feel I must congratulate him on seeing the 
light at last. 


Sardar Swaran Singh : On a point of personal explanation, Sir. I: 
may inform my Friend that the Bill which I had sponsored has nothing to 
do with this Bill. That was an entirely different measure. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Sir, the original Special Tribunals Act, which 
is sought to be amended now was passed when Sardar Swaran Singh was 
the Home Minister.. Before being brought in the House, it was subjected 
to alot of discussion and criticism before the party meeting, and my Friend 
had adduced the argument of emergency and abnormal conditions to silence 
opposition to it. So it is an occasion for happiness that to-day he has 
expressed himself against the principle of special courts, because he too thinks 
that the people do not like it. 


Then, Sir, we would like to know if any new cases have, since the passing 
of the Special Tribunals Act, cone before these special courts. If no new 
cases have come, as appears to be the case, why perpetuate this legislation. 
or for that matter give it a worse form? Surely such Acts would do. credit 
to no Ministry formed out of people’s representatives. There is another 
matter to which 1 want to draw the attention of the House. The inherent 
tendency of the special courts is generally towards speedy disposal and heavy 
punishments. There is a general impression among the people and it is not 
without- truth that the object of the Governments in creating special tribunals 
is to mete out the maximum possible punishment to the offenders without 
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giving them full opportunity of a fair trial. Now that India has become a 
Sovereign, Democratic Republic and the Constitution that has been adopted 
ensures certain fundamental rights to its citizens, it would have been in the 
fitness of things if all such measures, denying full opportunity of securing 
justice to the people, had been abolished forthwith. But herc is our Govern- 
ment trying to give them a worse form, instead of doing away with the ugly 
remnants of the British rule. Instead of taking steps to ensure fair and full 
trial to the accused, it is depriving them of whatever little consolation they 


could have at the presence of puisne judgesin the court trying them, and 


subjecting them to the whims of a single person who might in many cases 
ignore the ends of justice at the instance of the Government and give the 
punishment to the accused which they might not deserve. (Interruption). 
I was saying, Sir, that no such conditions are obtaining in the country as 
might have justified the perpetuation of special courts and passing of such 
repressive laws. 


Sardar Swaran Singh : It isnot a repressive law. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Sir, I think it is a repressive measure. A 
lawyer like my Friend can make fine distinctions but the common man 
cannot. To him it isa curtailment of his fundamental rights, of his civil 
liberty, of the right of fair and full trial He does not understand lawyer’s 
argument. To him nothing would be preferable to the right of trial in 
ordinary courts. JI wonder why the Government wants to avoid this. Why 
should not the ordinary courts be trusted to bring the culprits to boek? I 
am afraid, Sir, by assuming the powers proposed in the Bill, the Government 
wants to play with the libe:ty of the people. (Cheers). Then, if at all the 
special courts are to continue, why should there not be three judges > Why 
is it proposed to have only one judge, and deny fair trial to the accused, by 
leaving him at the mercy of the whims and prediliction of one man who may 
have a harsh bent of mind? Why should there not be two more judges 
to tone down and balance the possible over-strictness and undue harshness 
of a single judge ? My Friend Sardar Swaran Singh has suggested that it would 
be better if officers of the rank of Sessions Judges were entrusted with the 
work of the special courts. From this it appears that the Government 
intends to appoint judges of ordinary courts on these special tribunals. 
Then what is the harm if three persons are appointed instead of one? 
Sir, I really can’t understand if even one valid argument can be adduced 
in favour of special courts in the present circumstances, when there is no 
emergency nor is one likely in the near future. Nor are there any new cases. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: Cases are pending. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Why can’t the pending cases be referred to the 
ordinary courts? Why does the Government want to shun them? The 
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country is not face to face witha rebellion or an insurrection. Then why 
should there be hesitation in sending these cases to the ordinary courts ? 
Is it because the judges of the special courts are easily amenable to the 
influence of the executive and many atime decide cases according to its 
wishes ? And when there is only one judge, it will be all the more easy 
for the executive to influence him. That our fears in this respect are not 
without reason will be clear from the judgement recently given by a Magistrate 
appointed by this very Government to try the Steel Scandal cases. The 
remarks of the Magistrate trying the steel cases have put this Government 
to shame and the prestige of the Government has fallen to its lowest ebb. 
When a Government interferes with the work of the Magistrates and asks them 
to prolong the cases of the litigants as the Reforms Cummittee of my hon. 
Friend Sardar Swaran Singh has been lingering Of ib-ainee tereci: 


Sardar Swaran Singh: There is some such thing as irrelevancy, but 
the hon. Member is entirely irrelevant. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Probably my hon. Frien1 has felt the pinch 
as all those who are given to false promises feel when they are found out. I 
was submitting that if the Tribunal consists of only one judge people may 
not have faith in that Tribunal and the honour as also the prestige of our 
Government may be in jeopardy. This was what was voiced by my hon. 
Friend Sardar Swaran Singh as well. 

Sardar Swaran Singh: I never said that. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Our Government should not do any such 
act which destroys the faith of the people in it. They already have begun 
to suspect its sense of fairness and justice and they are right in doing so 
when they find so much of ‘‘safarish’”’ going on in this regime. It is time that 
this Government should think for a moment that it should pass such measures 
which are likely to bring it a good name: It should give special consideration 
to its judiciary particularly because its executive has failed to give a 
good account oF itself. The present measure is only a cruel joke with the 
feelings of the dumb millions who as my hon. Friend Sardar Swaran Singh 
believes are definitely against the working of this Government. In these 
circumstances I earnestly request the Government that it should not alienate 
their feelings. If it does, it-shall do so at its own ris . 


(At this stage Mr. Speaker resumed the chair.) 


Chief Minister (The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava) (Hindi): Sir, I 
have listened only toa part of the discussion and from whatever I have 
listened, I come to the conclusion that my hon. Friend has opposed the 
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tribunal was sét tip to try special cases. These special cases did iot relate 
tothe Punjab Government. This tribunal is connected with the work of the 
Burma Fraud cases which were being tried even befote- partition. As some 
| of the money involved in these cases was lying with the Government of India 
and? some with the Government of Pakistan, these two Governments iř 
| consultation with each other decided to set up a tribunal consisting of 
three Judges. When almost the whole of the work had been disposed of and 

only one case remained, one of the Judges resigned, At that time when only 

one case which was a complicated, one and the money whereof was lying 

with the Pakistan Government was pending, the Government of India after 
éohsultitig the Pakistan Government thought it fit to have orly one 

` Judge instead of three Judges in the tribunal. It should be clearly under- 

stood that the tribunal was appointed by the Punjab Government at the 
instance of the Government of India and it is utterly wrong to say that we 

wanted to benefit some people by giving them extensiofts. AJl the cases 

which are conducted by the tribunal are Government of India cases and the 
Advocate is also appointed by the Government of India. What weave doing 

is only this much that a ‘one judge tribunal’ which was appomted as a result 

of an agreement between the Pakistan Government and the Government of 
India by an Ordinance is being recognised by regular legislation. If my hon. 

Friend had made an attempt to know the actual facts, he would have found 

that the judge of the tribunalis one Mr. Kalisnwala who does not belong 

tothe Punjab. My hon. Friend has delivered such a long sermon not with 

a view to give any constructive suggestion but only to hurl abuse at the 
Government. He should have known that the tribunal was set up in consul- 

tation with the Government of India and that the Punjab Government had 

no intention of favouring anybody with extensions etc. I am sorry to say 

| that he was altogether irrelevant and was beating about the bush without 


knowing real facts. 
Sardar Swaran Singh: Kindly cxcuse him. He knew not what he 
said, : | 
. d . l 
Mr. Speaker: Question is — 
That the Punjab Special Tribunal (Caange of Composition) Bill be 
taken into consideration at once. . 
| The mction was carried. 


Mr. Speaker: The House will now proceed to consider the Bill danse 
by clause, ° 


CLAUSE 1 


TEN SUB-CLAUSE (2) 
Mr. Speaker : Question is— -> 


That sub-clause (2) of clause I stand part of the Bill 
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CLAUSE 2 
Mr. Speaker: Question is— 
oe That clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 
The motion was carried. ~ 
CLAUSE 3 


Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma (Kangra West, General,Rural) : I move 


Thatin lines 3 and 4 of the proposed section 4, for the werd ‘Provincial’, the word 
7 ‘State’ be «ubstituted. i 


iii The motion wps carried. 
Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma: I move— 


That in lines 5 and 6 oi the proposed section for the words “under sub-section (3) 
of Section 220 of the Government of India Act, 1935’’, tbe words “under 
paragraph (2) of Article 217 of the Constitution of India’ be substituted. 


The motion was carried. 


Mr. Speaker; Question is— 


‘That clause 3, as amended, stand part of the Bill. 


The motion was carried, 
CLAUSE 4 
Mr. Speaker : Question is— 
That clause 4 stand part of the Bill. 


The motion was carried, 


CLAUSE 1 

| 

| a SUB-CLAUSE (1) 

f 

| Mr. Speaker: Question is— 

| That sub-clause (1) of clause 1 stand part of the Bill, 

| l The mation was carried, 

r l : o 7 

> TITLE 
Mr. Speaker: Question is— 

l That the Title be the Ti’ Je of the Bill. 
Original with; . k 
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Chief Minister: I move — 


Trat the Punjab Special Tribunal (Change of Composition) Bill, as amended, be passed | 


Sardar Swaran Singh : “On a point of order. This Bill was introduced -— 

by ‘the Minister for Labour, who also moved that the Bill be taken into : i 
consideration. Can the Chief Minister make a motion for the passage of the 
Bill? : 
af . : : 

je Speaker: Certainly, any Minister can make that motion. Motion 
moved— l l 

That the Punjab Special Tribunal (Change of Composition) Bill, as amended, be passed. | 

After ascertaining the roles cf the. Hcuse by voices, Mr. Speaker said, a 


“I think the Ayes have it’. This opinion was challenged and Division wes ° 
claimed. Mr. Speaker after calling upon those members who supportedt he 

claim for Division and thse who challenged his decision to risein their places, 

declared ihat the Division was unnecessarily claimed. 


The motion was declared carried. 


mnan queen ee 


PROVISIONAL LEGISLATURE (PREVENTION OF DISQUALIFICATION 
BILL. 


Chief Minister (The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava): I introduce the 
Punjab Provisional Legislature (Prevention of Disqualification) Bill. 


Chief Minister (Hindi): I move— 


That the Punjab Provisional Legislature (Prevention of Disqualification) Bill be 
taken into consideration at once. 


Sir, as stated in the Statement of Objects and Reasons, the Removal of 
Disqualifications Bill was passed in 1987 in the pre-partitioned Punjab. It 
was later amended. After the coming into force of the new Constitution, the 
question arose whether the measures adopted for the removal of disqualifica- 
tions were applicable in the changed conditions or not. The present 
Legislative Assembly which came into existence after the partition was 
governed by the same Removal of Visqualifications Act. It was felt that 
after the enforcement of the new Constitution if a new measure was not 
passed, some hon. Members wou'd have to be disqualified from continuing 
as Members of this House without any fault of theirs. Legal advice from ns 
the Government of India was also obtained because it was considered 
to be in a better position to clarify this point, whether some Members couid 
be said to he holding ‘office of profit.’ After receipt of its advice, an Ordi- 
nance was issued which has now been brought before the House in the shape of 

Origa! willl. As regards the future, the Assembly which will come into existence 


a ry after the elections will decide as to which disqualifications should be removed. 
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So long as this Asstnl?  ccontrves som: disqualifications have to 
be removed, for which purpose an Ordinance had to be promulgated. The 
same has now been brought before the House in the form of a Bill. 


H Mr. Speaker : Motion moved — 
That the Punjab Provisional Legislature (Prevention of Disqualification) Bill be 
taken nto consideration at Once. 

Shrimati Sita Devi (Ex-Member West Punjab Assembly representing 
Lahore City, General, Women, Urban) (Hindi): Mr. Speaker, as all of us 
are Members of the same partly, there is no doubt that all the Bills which 
the Government brings before the House will be passed on account of party 
discipline. All the same, I feel that it is my duty to point out the things 
which I do not consider to be right and proper. I am opposed to the removal 
of disqualifications from the office of Parliamentary Secretary. Formerly, 
Parliamentary Secretaries used to be appointed for the assistance of hon. 
Ministers, so that their work might become lighter. I have noticed that even 
when there were as many as eleven Parliamentary Secretaries and three Private 
Parliamentary Secretarics, it was our Chief Minister, formerly known as Premier, 
who had to go through all the office files. Sometimes; he had to keep awake 
till 2 A.M. tor doing his office work. My hon. Brother, Shri Virendra, who 
was one of the very eminent Parliamentary Secretaries, stated the other day 
on the basis of his experience that they were merely camp-followers of the 
Ministers. Qn several occasions, when | had the opportunity of visiting the 
Secretariat, 1 was pained to notice that the Parliamentary Secretaries moved 
about like peons. ‘his is how Parliamentary Secretaries are made use of at 
the time of their stay in Simla. Besides this there were also Private Parliamen- 
tary Secretaries who did not attend any office but stayed at home. Ina 
way they held only sinecure posts for which they got salaries without being 
called upon to do any work. A provision of Ks, 7U thousand has also been made 
in the Budget for the next year lor Parliamentary Secretaries. This 
has been done ata time when there is an acute financial stringency in the 
State and certain unportant matters cannot be takea up for want of funds, 


Mr. Speaker: That has been decided by the House. 


Sarimaii Siia Devi: Secondly, if we avolish altogether the posts of 

Parliamentary >Secretaiies, a good impression will be created ainong the public 

as well. in spite of the tact that there is no dearth of able hon. Members who 

js can help in the work of administration, no work is provided for Parliamentary 
Secretaries. Previous experience tells us that no work is aliotted to them 

and the money given to theim in the form of salaries goes waste. I, therefore, 

oppose the prevention of disqualification in the case of Parliamentary 

Secretaries. If the hon. Chief Minister were to look dispassionately at this 
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(Shrimati Sita Devi.] 
consideration, I am sure he would agree with me that there is no necessity 


for the office of the Parliamentary Secretary. I, therefore, submit that this 
Bill should not be made applicable to Parliamentary Secretaries. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma (Southern Towns, General, Urban) (Hindustani) : 
Sir, under this Bill, Parliamentary Secretaries, Lambardars, Inamdars, Sufed- 


poshes, Zaildars and others will not be disqualified from being Members of the 
Assembly. 


Mr. Speaker: May I know if the previous Act is no longer in force ? 
Chief Minister: It lapsed when the new Constitution came into force. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: The object of this Bill is that the persons 
holding certain offices of profit should continue to be the Members of the 
Assembly also. Regarding Parliamentary Secretaries, enough has already 
been said. It is also a fact that provision for Parliamentary Secretaries 
has also been made in the Budget and sanctioned by the House. But I would 
like to say this much that the office of Parliamentary Secretary is not viewed 
with favour either inside the House or outside. It is generally thought that 
the Parliamentary Secretaries are without any work and appointments are 
made to do favours. I have used the word ‘favours’ which is quite mild; 
otherswise I would have liked to describe these appointments as bribe. It is, 
however, not necessary that the Parliamentary Secretaries should actually be 
appointed evenif this Billis passed. It seeks to empower the Government 
todo so. Such appointments are, in fact, made to show favours to certain 
persons, even though no work is taken from them. They get pensions in 
a way without having to do any work. If the Government pays heed to 
these words of mine, well and good, and if it is quite insensitive I have no 
objection. 

Again, the schedule attached to this Bill contains the words 
“Lambardar, Inamdar, Sufedposh or Zaildar whether called by this or any 
other title.” I would strongly urge upon the Government not to revive 
these dead institutions. 

Mehta Ranbir Singh: Ona point of order, Sir. The hon. Member can 
discuss only the principle of the Bill at this stage and not its details. l 


i Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member should confine himself to the principle 
of the Bill. He is going into details. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: What I want to submit, Sir, is that the 
Government should not give air to the notion of reviving institutions which 
have already been abolished, It is absolutely wrong to do so. Asa matter 
of principle, we should not create any unfavourable impression in the minds 


VidhaOtapablic by bringing such names in the Bill, If at all the Government 
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wants to take a retrograde step, it should not try to make a provision in 
anticipation for prevention of disqualification for membership of the Assembly. 
This Bill should not apply to those persons who are directly under the 
district officers and about whom even High Courts have so often declared 
that they are stock witnesses and unreliable people. Such persons should not 
be allowed to become Members of the Assembly at least. As a matter of fact, 
such offices are out of place ina free country. If they are to be retained, 
their incumbents should not be allowed to become Members of the Assembly. 
If that is done it would be a betrayal of democracy. 


Mr. Speaker: So far, any person holding any office of profit is 
disqualified from becoming a member of this House. This Bill seeks to 
remove that disqualification so far as this House is concerned. 


Sardar Kartar Singh (Ex-member West Punjab Assembly representing 
Lyallpur West, Sikh, Rural, : Sir, I invite the attention of the House to 
sub-clause 2 of clause 1 of this Bill. According to this Clause, this Bill shall 
be applicable only to the members of the Provisional Legislature and not to 
any future legislature. The prevention of disqualification in the case of 
future legislatures is not covered by this Bill. [ think no hon. Member of 
this House would ljke that any of our colleagues should be disqualified for 
holding any of the offices mentioned in the Schedule. This Bill relates only 
to the sitting Members of this Legislature. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: I want to know whether an hon. Member 


who accepts the office of Zaildar or Sufedposh should be allowed to continue 
as member ? | 


Sardar Kartar Singh: The hon. Members would not accept such 
petty offices. 


Sardar Sajjan Singn (Patti, Sikh, Rural) (Punjabi): Sir, by bringing in 
this measure before the House, our Government is proving the truth of the 
saying that even when a blind man distributes sweets he favours his own people. 
In my opition when a man is elected a member of this hon. House he has a 
large number of duties and responsibilities to discharge. The intention of our 
Government to increase this burden by bestowing upon Members the offices of 
Zaildari, Sufaidposhi, Lambardari etc. is, in my humble opinion, not in 
consonance with sound policy. It is wrong in principle also. I beg to 
submit, Sir, that the hon. Members should not be allowed to hold such offices. 
The duty of the hon. Members is to serve the public. It does not add to 
the dignity of this House and to the prestige of the hon. Members tc 
accept such offices. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma has aptly remarked that for 
an M.L.A. it is not proper even to accept the office of the Deputy Commissio- 
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ship of the Assembly can go with such offices“as lambardari, zaildari and 
suffaidposhi, amounts to doing disrespect to the former. When we were not 
free it was an earnest desire of us all that on achieving independence we 
would forget such trifling things and would raise our moral and spiritual 
values. On the other hand, what I find is that no such change for the 
good has taken place. We are the representatives of the people. As such 
it is our duty to practise renunciation and to serve the people at large. But 
on the contrary, we appear to be in the habit of trying to grab everything 
for ourselves alone. 


Chaudhri Matu Ram: Sardar Ji, I think grapes are sour. (Laughter;. 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh - I think they are still sweet for the hon. Member, 
Chaudhri Matu Ram, (Renewed Laughter). 


Sardar Sajjan Singa: Sir, I wish to submit that it is in the fitness of 
things that the Government should withdraw this Bill. On the other hand, the 
duty of the hon. Members is to oppose it so that it might not get through. I 
know that whea the Governor-General or other high officials tour the country- 
side the Chawkidars, Sub-Registrars, Zaildars, Sutfaid-poshes, . Pensioners 
and such other persons have to go round witu them so that they might not 
lose their favour. Ifsuch duty has to be performed by the hon. Members 
as well, their prestige is likely to fall low in the eyes of the public. they 
will also be considered iike other officiais of the Government. So I consider it 
inadvisable for the M.L.As. to accept offices of prot under the Government, 
By so doing we will fali in the estimation of the public. 11 we do some good 
job we might add to the dignity oi this House. On the other hand if we 
ao some thing which is below tne diguicy of the hon, Members, the 
people do not allow us to Come out. ‘they say that we are also 
‘sarkari’ persons and that we ae no longer the representatives 
ol the peopie. Sir, i wish to submit that, on principle, the best thing is 
tuat We suould omy do such avis wiucun ada to tue diguity and prestige of 
this House and that we should not du vther acts. itis a well-known saying 
that he who earns a good reputation lives and he who geis a a bad name 


dies. 


“Another matter to which I wish to draw the attention of the hon. 
Members is regarding Parliamentary Secretaries. The hon. Members are aware 
of the fact that on 14th June 1948 there used to be sixteen Parliamentary 
Secretaries. Then the number of Parliamentary Secretaries was reduced to 
seven. The third Ministry worked without any Parliamentary Secretaries. 
What I mean to point out is that the machinery of the Government went on 
orking whatever tlhe number of Parliamentary Secretaries. In my opinion, our 
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State stands in no need of Parliamentary Secretaries because only recently 
the experience of a Ministry for six months shows what popularity a 
Government can gain hy reducing the expenditure. Moreover, the reduction 
in the expenditure is a direct benefit to the Province. So if my suggestion 
is acted upon, it will add to the prestige of the Government and it will also 
give a saving to the public exchequer. Therefore in the interests of the State, 
the Bill should not have been brought before the House. Government 
has made a mistake by bringing in this measure. Now it is our duty to 
oppose this Bill vehemently so that it might not be accepted by this Mouse. 
Tf we fail to Jo so, the public will carry a bad impression about us. They 
will say that we do not really serve them. The very words ‘office of profit’ 
signify that we wish te grab profits anq still remain Members of 
this avgust House. I am at a loss to understand this policy. Why 
is there no restriction on this undesirable policy of the (Government ? 
If we do not place any restriction on this greed of the hon. Members, 
we do not earn any respect from the people at large whom we 
are supposed to serve. My submission is that the hon. Members should 
practise renunciation. But on the contrary what we find is that there is a 
race for grabbing more and more money. Under these circumstances, how can 
we face the public? I am of the opinion that this Bill should not have been 
placed before the House. Now it falls upon the hon. Members to get it 
rejected. If we pass this Bill, we will only be earning a bad name. ‘tis a 
very unprofitable business for us. In view of what I have stated above, I 
consider it my duty to oppose it. With these words, I wish to draw the 
attention of the Government and of the hon. Members tothe Bill and say 
that it should not be passed. 


Mr. Speaker: Question is — 


‘that the Punjab Provisional Legislature (Prevention of Disqualification) Bill be 
taken into consideration at once. 


aii The motion was carried. 
Mr. Speaker: The House wiil now proceed to consider the Bill clause 
by clause. 
SUB-CLAUSE (2) 
CLAUSE 1 
— Mr. Speaker: Question is— 
That sub-clause (2) of clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 
The motion was carried, 
CLAUSE 2 
a Mehta Ranbir Singh (Ludhiana and Ferozepore, General, Rural) (Hinds ; 
Original with; d 
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That in part (i) of the SCHEDULE to sub-clause (2) the words “Inamdar, 
Sufedposh or Zaildar, whether called by this or any other title” be deleted 


That part (ii) of the SCHEDULE to sub-clause (2) be deleted. 
That part (v) of the SCHEDULE to sub-clause (2) be deleted 


- Sir, Į have put forward these amendments after giving them a very care- 
ful consideration. I have deliberately not omitted the names of 
6 P.M. Parliamentary Secretaries or the Private Parliamentary Secretaries. 
I have also allowed part (iii) of Clause 2 to stand as it is and have 
not objected to the inclusion of officers, non-cummissioned officers or other 
Members of the Indian Territorial Force in the Bill. If we carefully consider the 
matter, we find that the hon. Ministers do some time require Parliamentary or 
Private Parliamentary Secretaries to help them and I feel that if they are 
appointed judiciously, the work of the Government can be carried on nicel" 
But it is a different matter if thev are not given any powers. The other d: 
my hon. Friend Shri V irendra dubbed them as ‘basta-bardars’ of the hon. 
Ministers. Since I have no personal experience in this respect, I cannot 
vouchsafe the correctness of this opinion. I have no objection to their being 
‘Fasta-bardare,’ because I feel they have at least the pleasure of enjoying the 
proximity to the hon Ministers. Besides, they draw handsome emoluments 
for holding these offices Anyhow, I can well understand the necessity 


of their services to the hon. Ministers in the discharge of their 


duties. But I fail to see any justification for the appointment of Sufedposhes, 
Zaildars, and Inamdars by the Government. What useful purpose do they 
serve in the Revenue Department? I fully realise the necessity of a 
Lambardar in the matter of collection of revenue. He enjoys certain rights 
recognised by Government, by virtue of which his office becomes a hereditary 
appointment. The son of a Lambardar does not inherit this office as a 
result of any undue favour from the Government but he becomes a Lambardar 
after the death of his father under some statutory rights. SoI have not 
omitted him as I do not want to deprive him of his right of inheritence. 
But these Inamdars, Sufedposhes and Zaildars entirely depend upon the 
sweet will and pleasure of the Government which confers a sort of favour on 
these people. Sir, through you, T may remind the hon. Chief Minister 
that when he led the Opposition in the previous Assembly, he was deadly 
against the appointment of these officials. 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh: What were his views about these 
Sufedposhes etc ? 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: He used to call them as henchmen of the 
‘Government. 


Sardar Kartar Singh : But now they would be the servants of a national 
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Mehta Ranbir Singh: May I point out to the hon. Members through 
you, Sir, that the framers of the Constitution of India, after having spent 
a lot of money, labour and thought, definitely raled ont the election of a 
person toa Legislature, who held any office of profit ? They have, of course, 
mentioned the necessary offices of profit, the holders of which were permitted 
to represent the people in the Legislatures. and the State Governments 
has been allowed to do away with the disqualification condition under 
certain circumstances. But ithe offices of the Sufedposhes, Inamdars, 
and Zaildars do not figure anywhere. Besides, no hon. Member of this House | 
holds any such office. Why should it be keen to include such office- 
holders in the Bill and grant them exemption from disqualification ? I may 
point out that the institution of Sufedposhes, Inamdars and Zaildars does 
no longer exist now. The hon. Members are aware that the Government 
has rightly done away with it. There is an adage in Punjabi the substance 
of which in English is that it does not behove a self-respecting 
person to back out of his plighted word. The Government has already 
finished this institution. I see no reason why it should try to revive 
the Sufedposhes, Inamdars and Zaildars, particularly when the whole Congress 
organization is opposed to their existence on principle. It is a, thousand 
pities that the followers of that great organization who call themselves 
staunch Congressmen, want to resuscitate this defunct institution of Sufedposhes 
etc. It is still more a matter of regret that their actions belie their professions. _ 
The hon. Members should not ignore the fact that they have to build high 
traditions in this House. They have to maintain the dignity of the 
Legislature. They should not do anything which may tarnish the fair name 
of the State. l would request them not to be a party tothe grant of 
exemption from disqualification to the Sufedposhes etc. from peing ‘Members — 
of the Legislature. If the Government feels that it cannot do without 
the services of Sufedposhes etc, then it should devise ways and means to 
overcome that difficulty but should refrain from giving them new lease of life. 
But the question arises whether it is proper and necessary on the part 
ka of the hon. Members to be appointed as Sufed poshes. I, for one, do not 

think my hon. Friends are in its favour. Under the circumstances there 


seems to be no necessity to place the proposed Bill on the Statute Book. 

Moreover, the mover of this Bill has not mentioned as to why the hon: : 

Members should not be disqualified for holding the proposed offices of profit. | 

Was there no other way open for the Government to benefit the hon ` 
— | Members ? I think this Bill has been brought forward so that they may 
be via the-complete control of the Government. 


va Mr. Speaker: No repetition, please. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Sir, the “estion of repetition does not arise, 
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I only want to know as to what has necessitated the Government to bring 
in the proposed legislative measure. Was there any administrative difficulty 
involved? Does the Government think that it is not possible to run the 
day-to-day administration of the State successfully so long as the hon. 
Members do not hold offices of Sufedposhes and Zaildars? Is it under 
the impression that if the hon. Members do not hold the proposed offices 
it will fait to discharge its duties ? 


Sardar Kartar Singh: If the hon. Member’s suggestion is accepted 
and the hon. Members are not allowed to hold the proposed offices, may I 
know from him if he has any objection if instead of appointing them these 
offices are filled by appointing their relatives ? 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : There seems to be no such restriction provided 
in the proposed Bill. There is no provision to stop them from appointing 
the relations of the hon, Members too, and they are at liberty to make such 
appointments. 


Sardar Kartar Singh : What is the difference then ? 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : So far as the hon. Members are concerned, it is for 
them to uphold or lower the dignity of the House, (Interruptions). My hon. 
Friend is fully aware of the policy pursued by the Government in connection 
with the fire-arms. 


Mr. Speaker : Leave that aside. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : Sir, I do not find any justification on the part 
of the Government to fill the proposed offices by hon. Members of this 
House. I really fail to understand as to why Government has thought 
it fit to appoint Sufedposhes from amongst the hon. Members who are not 
holding any such offices at present. It appears that immediately after the 
passage of this Bill into law, Government would start filling the proposed 
offices by hon. Members. 


Mr. Speaker: Not at all. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: The proposed offices would be filled in by the 
Government from amongst the hon. Members at least till the life of this 


. Assembly or in other words till the next elections. If at present we do not 


Origfhal with; 


find any Lambardars, Inamdars, Sufedposhes and Zaildars from amongst 
the hon. Members, it does not mean that it is not the intention of the Govern- 
ment to make such appointments after the passage of this Bill into Law. As a 
matter of fact, Government has brought in this Bill simply with a view to 
fill such offices from amongst the hon. Members as soon as it is placed on the 
Statute Book. I am definite about it that that is the main object of the 
Bill. 
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L- Mr. Speaker: That is not the object of the Bill. The object is quite 


clear, that a member should not be disqualified. I would ask the hon. 
Member to be relevant. 


ue 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : Sir, it is given in the Statement of Objects 
and Reasons that the holding of the proposed offices of profit should not be 
a disqualification for the Membership of the Legislative Assembly. 


Mr, Speaker: Present Members. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Sir, we donot find any reference being made 
- by the mover of the Bill now before the House to the effect that since most 
$ of the hon. Members are very efficient, it has, therefore, been felt necessary to 
bring in such a legislative measure. I do admit that at present there is no 

Sufedposh ọr Zaildar from amongst the hon. Members. 


Mr. Speaker : There is none. 


Mehta Ranbir Siaga : It is simpiy because of this fact that there seems 
to be no justification on the part of the Government to provide such a 
clause in tne proposed Bill. Moreover we do not find any such clause in it 
under which restrictions could be imposed upon the Government in filling 
the offices laid down in the Schedule of Clause 2 from amongt the hon. Mem- 
bers, after enacting the proposed legislative measure.- I am of the opinion © 
thatit is the intention of Government to make these appointments from amongst 
the hon, Members after the Bill is passed into law. Just as advance payments 
are made in certain transactions, similariy this will is being presented in antici- 
pation with the idea of providing certain hon. Members with offices of profit 
enumerated in it. Under the circumstances 1 do not find any justification on the 
part of the Government to bring in the proposed Bill. 


Further, by bringing forward the proposed Bill, it is the intention of the 
= Government to appoint such Members as Parliamentary Secretaries who............ 


ve Mr. Speaker : No reflection, please. I would ask the hon. Member 
to be fair to other Members, | 


Mehta Ranbir Singh; Sir, I wish the hon. Members could also realize 
this fact. 


Mr. Speaker: They do realize. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : Then there is no justification on the part’ af 
the, Government to enact the proposed legislative measure. i 


Sir, it is not my intention to oppose the appointment of Parliamentary 
Secretaries or the Private Parliamentary Secretaries. My hon. Friend Pandit 


Oripmdloiehe |, Shri Ram Sharma has in the course of speech made some mention about them. 
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[Mehta Ranbir Singh] ` 
By making certain remarks, he has raised the dignity of this House 


and we should not hesitate to appreciate his remarks so far as this matter is 
concerned. 


Mr. Speaker: Leave that to Pandit Shri Ram Sharma. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : Under the circumstances, | would request the hon. 
Members to keep his remarks in view and thus act accordingly. I would like 
to bring this point home to them that they should also realize their responsi- 
bilities and thus refrain from accepting any such position which is being forced 


upon them by the Government. Ít is, therefore, proper on their part not to 


support the passage of this Bill into law. If they fail to realize this fact or in 


-other words if the proposed Bill is passed into Law, l am sure they will be 
any “chance to the people outside to say that such legislative measures are being 
"giving enacted in this august House which are not in keeping with its dignity. 


wal Mr. Speaker: [ think the hon. Member should also raise the dignity 
of this House. 


Mehta Ranoir Singh: Suir, through you, { would like to appeal 
to my hon. Friends that...........000.s00.0s008 | 


wa Mr. Speaker : Members will take care of themselves. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: What I mean to say is that the offces proposed 
in the Schedule of Clause 2 are intended to. be filled for sometime only or in 
other words till the next elections. I wouid, therefore, request the hon 
Members not. to support the passage of this Bill as it is not in keeping 
with their dignity to take suchastep. If they do not support its passage, 
i am sure it will enable them to maintain their dignity as well as the diginity 
of this august House. 


I 


Now about the Sub Registrars, whether departmental or honorary, as 
,eferred iu in the proposed Schedule of Clause 2, my hon. Friends are fully 
aware of the fact that we have already passed a Bili into law to the effect 
tnat the appointment ot honorary Sub-Registrars should not be made. In spite 
ot ali this we iind provision in the Schedule of the proposed Bill for the 


- appointment of Dub-kegistrars from amongst the hou. Members of this House, 


50 iar as this matter is concerned, I would like to know if by “Departmental” 
itis meant “Government Servant”. I also want to know from the Govern- 
ment it there is any necessity to appoint these departmental sub-registrars. 
i ieally fail to understand as to what they mean by “Departmental 
oub-Kegistrars’’, People outside are hurling abuses on the Sub-Registrars and 
cursing them. Sir, the Government sometime back decided to abolish the 
institution of Sub-Kegistrars and honorary magistrates. This work is now being 
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carried on by tehsildars and naib-tehsildars satisfactorily. It is, therefore, not in 
keeping with the dignity of hon. Members to accept these offices of profit. 
z It is no doubt true that the department of Sub Registrars 


\ Mr. Speaker: Please do not discuss this department. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : The job of the Sub-Registrars is a lucrative one 
as their commission ina month amounts to several hundred rupees. If 
the hon. Members are aliowed to accept this office of profit, it will cause great 
hardship to the present incumbents of the post Now the present position is 


a Sardar Ajit Siagh : ‘sir, the post of Sub-Registrar is not at present 
urder discussion. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Sir, perhaps Government might be thinking 
that it is enacting a good legislation but the fact of the matter is that this 
measure is bound to result in the reduction of income of the Government, 
Of course, the Government may be able to secure votes from them. This loss 

of gross income from this department would naturally out-weigh the extent 
of benefit which the Government may derive under certain circumstances. 


Sardar Ajit Singh : On a point of order, Sir. Our patience has almost 
` been exhausted by the speech of hon. Member. 


7 : 
w Mr. Speaker: The Member has a right to speak so long as he is 
relevant. 


Sardar Bachaa Singa : Is it a point of order, Sir ? 
LY Mr. Speaker: No. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Sir, the income of the person who is appointed 

as Government Treasurer is fairly large. It isan admitted fact that we are 

a deficit State and in view of our slender resources we should try to tap all 

sources of income. Under these circumstances, it cannot be imagined why 

_ the Government should make an innovation in appointing departmental 

: Sub-Registrars and put an additional burden on the Government Exchequer. 

Nobody can deny this broad fact that the Members of the Assemoly have 

to perform essentiai duties of high responsibility in the public interest. Their 

co-operation is necessary in the administration of the State. If these 

Members are allowed to accept offices of profit and are appointed as treasurers, 

they will fail to discharge their vital duty as legislators and suci a neglect 

would be a national disservice. They will then relatively attach more 

à importance and show keen interest in the job from which they derive hand- 

some income and would rather display hali-hearted approach to the problems of 

the State. Most of such Members would not care to attend the meetings of the 

ene Assembly and even like to forego the payment of compensatory allowance 
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[Mehta Ranbir Singh] 

of rupees three hundred per mensem. Consequently, the public money that 
was spent on the election of these Members would go waste as the task of 
legislation would no longer remain the cherished object of these Members. 
In this way, the Government will itself be instrumental in diverting their 


attention to other channels to the detriment of their own primary function of 
making laws. 7 


Sardar Ajit Slugh: Are you not devotins your attention to the 
management of your factories ? | 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : Sir, it will be recognized that the Members 

į Should wholeheartedly take part in the working of the democracy and attend 

to their primary functions as legislators. The Goverament should not cause 

any interference in their duties as such. ln case they are allowed to accept 

the offices of profit, the influence of all the benefits attached to such offices 

would be too powerful to resist which will naturally result in diminishing 
the interest of such Members in their parliamentary activities. 


Mr. Speaker: I want to ask one question from the Government. If this 
Bill is passed it will enable those Memnbers of the House who are lambardars 
etc., and also those who might become Parliamentary Secretaries to continue 
to be the Members of this House. The Act will be applicable to the present 
Members ‘only. Now supposing a person is a lambardar and he wants to seek 
election when the next general elections are held, will he be debarred from 
doing so in view of his being a lambardar ? 


Chief Minister: An Elections Commissinner has been appointed by 
the President of India and he will frame the rules and on the lines of those 
‘rules a Bill will be drafted which will be passed by the Parliament and the 
elections will take place according to that Act. 


Mr. Speaker: Motion moved— 


That in part (i) of the Schedule to sub clause (2) the words “Inamdar, 
Sutedposh or Zaiidar, whether called by this or any other title” be 
deleted. 


That part (ii) of the schedule to subclause (2) be delated. 
That part (v) of the Schedule to subclause (2) be deleted. 


Shri Virendia : On a point of personal explanation, Sir. During the 
course of today’s debate, two or three hon. Members referred to the remarks 
that I had made a few days ago that Parliamentary Secretaries work as 


file-carriers of the Ministers. Personally speaking, I have no complaint 
against the Government and I would say that so long as I remained as 


Parliamentary Secretary I exercised full powers attached to that ofhce. 


(Inter ruption). 


ibrary 
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Mr. Speaker : Order, order. 


Shri Virendra: So I would not like to pass such remarks about the 
other Parliamentary Secretaries when I exercised full powers attached to 
that office. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar (Ex-Member West Punjab Assembly re- 
presenting Lahore City, General, Urban) (Hindustani): Sir, it is a well- 
recognized and established principle of the parliamentary system of Govern- 
ment that Members of the Legislatures should not be eligible for offices of 
profit under the Government as far as possible. Of course, departure has to 
be made from this principle but it is done in case of only those posts which 
are connected with the parliamentary work. While being anxious that this 
principle is not unnecessarily departed from, we also want that the present’ 
Members who hold any of the offices mentioned in the Bill should not be 
disqualified from membership of this House. We would, therefore, appreciate 
it very much if while replying to the debate on this Bill, the hon. Chief 
Minister takes the House into confidence and explains as to why the 
Government cannot accept Shri Mehta’s amendment. The House should be 
informed as to whether any Members are likely to be affected by the amend- 
ment in question. If any Members are likely to be affected, we must save them. 
But we should make it a principle that in future such offices are not to be 
open to the Members of this Legislature. The more the Members of Legislature 
avoid accepting such offices, the better will it be for the successful working | 
of democracy. With these words, I support the amendment in question and 
commend it for acceptance by the House. 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal (Hansi, General, Rural) (Hindi): Sir, I rise to 
oppose the amendment moved by Mehta Ranbir Singh. I am verv glad to 
find that our Government is to-day showing much wisdom in adopting those 
very good measures which when sponsored by the Unionist Ministry they 
used to oppose so vehemently, simply because they were then in the Opposi- 
tion. It isa matter for great pleasure to me, Sir, that not only several 
Members of this House but that even the Government has started paying 
homage to the good work done by the Unionist Ministry by following the 
example set by them in various directions. 

I do not see eye to eye with my Friend, Shri Mehta, who has tarred the 
whole class of dignitaries “comprising Sufedposhes, Lambardars, Zaildars and 
Sub-Registrars with one brush and “painted all of them in black. My sub- 
mission is that it would be unfair to brand the whole class with downright 
condemnation. No class fis entirely free from bad persons. Every class has 
good as well as bad members I can say from personal knowledge that most 
of the persons holding these offices are of unimpeachable honesty and integ- 
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[Chaudhri Suraj Mal] 

rity of character and have the interests of the country at heart and are 
serving the Government faithfuly. It would not be fair and wise to deprive 
all of them of the right of becoming members of the legislatures. Surely if 
they are doing some other service to the country and the Government, there 
is no reason why thev should not be considered eligible for membership of 
this House. On the other-hand it would also be manifestly unfair to ask those 
hon. Members of this House who are already holding any such office to give 
it up. Can the hon. Members of this House be not trusted to perform anv 
other duties or especially the duties connected with these offices in an honest 
and upright manner ? Take for instanca the case of the hon. Minister for 
Land Revenue who has been a Zaildar and is perhaps even now holding the 
office of the Lambardar of his village. And, Sir, if my information is correct, 
you yourself are entrusted with the Lambardari of vour village. If, Sir, 
there are honest persons like yourself among the Lambardars, how can the 
whole class of village dignitaries he dubbed ‘dishonest people’ ? If Mr. Mehta 
while making his tirade against them, had some particular persons in view, 
then that is a different matter. So I would request him to revise his opinion 
about them in the light of what I have said and withdraw his amendment. 


Shri Kedar Nath Saigal (Amritsar, General, Rural) (Hindi): Sir, at first 
I had no mind to speak on this Bill but now in view of the amendment that 
has been moved and the discussion that has ensued, I would like to sav a 
few words by way of acquainting the House with my view-point. 


Though it is long since I had this experience, yet its memory is still 
fresh in my mind. I was then under detention and was for the time being 
in the Police Station nearest to my place of residence While in the Police 
Station, had a number of opportunities of listening to what conversation 
took place there. One day a number of Police officers such as the Superinten- 
dent, Deputy Superintendent and Inspector while on tour visited the said 
Police Station. After sometime, I heard the voice of the Sub-Inspector in- 
charge of the Police Station asking a ‘constable as to whether he had sent for 
the Lambardar, Sufedposh and the Zaildar of the village or not. The constable 
replied in the positive. Then the Sub-Inspector roared with fury as to why , 
they had not made their appearance till then and asked him as to who would, 
in their absence, arrange to supply eggs, meat, milk etc. for the officers, and 
grass and straw for their horses. (Laughter). Telieve me, Sir, these were the 
exact words used by the Sub-Inspector. I had heard a lot about the duties 
of these dignitaries before, but it was then that for the first time I had an 
eye-witness account of their real plight. I remember very well the scene when 
the Lambardar and the Sufedposh came and stood for a long time, asking 
the forgiveness of the Sub-Inspector for the delay, addressing him repeatedly 
as ‘Hazur’, and cowering before him like his domestic. servants all the time. ` 
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Mr. Speaker: J-ambardars in general are not of this.type. 


Sardar Dalip Singh Kang: Sir, I think what Mr. Saigal wanted to say 
was ‘Sihaposh’ and not ‘Sufedposh’. (Laughter). | 


Shri Kidar Nath Saigal: My hon, Friend Sardar Dalip Singh has 
referred to my black coat and is forgetful of the fact that he himsel: is also 
wearing one. l 


Sir, I was speaking about the Sufedposhes, Lambardars, Zaildars etc., 
who shiver in their shoes at the very sight of the constables and the head 
constables. I certainly deprecate the idea of an M. L. A. who is an accredited 
representative of the people becoming such a petty official.. An M. L. A. who is 
respected by the Chief Minister and the highest of the State :officials should 
in no case be going about to humour small police officials. I know how these: 
Lambardars are treated. They are ordered by the Police Inspectors to 
produce false witnesses and run errands for them. 


Sardar Dalip Singh Kang: On a point of orde Sir. This is a 
reflection on some hon. Members of this House. ed 

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member is not detemines to those | hon. Members 
of the Assembly who are Lambardars etc. a ee 


Shri Kedar Nath Saigal: At any rate a Member 2 te Aen mid 
is respected by the Ministers and the highest officers- should in no case- suffer 
the indignity of supplying chickens to pence officers. 


Sir, I shall not take ach time of the use or shall finish my po 
in about a minute’s time. I wish that the hon. Members should realise that. 
the posts of Lambardars etc., are not in keeping with their high status and 
they should not be tempted by them. I have thoroughly studied the fate of the 
Lambardars during ‘the terms of my imprisonment and am ina position to 
write a book on it. I know as every one knows that they are regarded as 
agents or touts of officers and do not enjoy an iota of respect in the public 


eye. In these circumstances, I would request the hon. Chief Minister that he 


should be good enough to withdraw this clause i.e. clause 2 of the Bill under 
consideration which reduces the high statusofan M. L. A. to that of a 


Lambardar. , 


Sardar Swaran Singh (Jullundur West, Sikh, Ruraly (Punjabi) : Sir, 


I wish to make two or three observations in connection with this Bill. - The 


first thing that I wish to say is that the holding-of offices like Lambardari 


etc., should not be a disqualification for the existing hon. Members of this 


Assembly. It will certainly be unfair to the existing Members if they are 
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disqualified from the membership of the Assembly after the achievement 
of Independence simply because they happen to be holding posts of profit 
like the Lambardarship etc. 


_ Secondly, I suggest that such a provision be made by virtue of which 
the future Members of the Assembly be regarded as disqualified if they accept 
small offices of profit. I believe that acceptance of small offices like 
Lambardarship, Sub-Rezistrarship etc. are not consistent with the dignity of a 
Member of this august House. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Does not this suggestion of the hon. Member 
make this Bill redundant ? 


Sardar Swaran Singh : Why should the hon. Member ~bother even if 
it is so ? 


Sir, I was submitting that the present Bill when passed should be applicable 
to the existing Members of the Assembly and provision should be made either 
through an Ordinance or an amendment that the future Members of this 
Assemly would be disqualified in case they accept offices like Sub-Registrar- 
ship or Lambardarship. 


My third submission is regarding the Parliamentary Secretaries and 
Private Parliamentary Secretaries. I suggest that as our finances do not 
permit liberal expenditure, the Government should not appoint these Par- 
liamentary Secretaries until the next session of the Assembly which may or 
may not be held for the next six months. Of course, I do not object if the 
Government acquires powers for appointing them by passing this Bill. I 
only say that there is no necessity of appointing these Secretaries now when 
the session is over. (/nterruption). 


I was submitting, Sir, that a good deal has been said about 
Parliamentary and Private Parliamentary Secretaries. So far as Assembly 
Sessions are concerned, I agree that because the members of permanent services 
cannot assist the hon. Ministers inside the House, Parliamentary Secretaries 
are helpful in handling the files and preparing replies to questions. A long 
session of the Assembly is about to come to a close and if Parliamentary or 
Private Parliamentary Secretarie; are appointed now, they will have practically 
no work to dotil: the next session. In view of the financial condition of 
this State, I request the Government not to make thes appointments 
at all. So long as the existing rules of work are there, I do not hesitate in 
saying that the offices of Parliamentary and Private Parliamentary Secretaries 
are redundant. On account of the patronage involved in making these 
appointments, both the giver and the taker of patronage feel that they have 
bartered away their conscience. 
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Sardar Piara Singh: Is the hon. Member saying it as aresult of hfs 
experience ? 


_ Sardar Swaran Singh: Yes, I am saying it on the basis of my 
experience. When I was Parliamentary Secretary, I felt that I had killed 
my conscience for five hundred rupees a month. 


Sardar Kartar Singh : But still the hon. Member did not leave that job. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: I admit that I did not leave it for greed of 
money but I want to save all the hon, Members from falling into that trap. 
Qn the basis of my experience as Parliamentary Secretary and also as a 
ja Minister, I am in a position to say that if the idea is to enhance 
the dignity of this House or its Members, it is no use creating these posts. If 
work demands it, I have no objection to there being even ten 
Ministers. At one stage it was proposed to give the status of Cabinet 
Ministers to the Parliamentary Secretaries and Deputy Ministers. If that 
were done, the lower salary would not mean any difference in their status 
and functions I would not oppose the increase of expenditure on these 
posts even by ten times if the interest of work demanded it, but it is not 
fair and proper to make such appointments merely to pay certain salaries 
to some persons. For these reasons I request the hon. Chief Minister 
to use his power of ‘appointing Parliamentary Secretaries under this Bill, 
only if there ‘is work to be done by them. He should not do so merely for 
the sake of pleasing a few hon. Memberss 


Chaudhri Kartar Singh (Hoshiarpur West, General, Rural) (Hindi): 
Sir, my hon. Friend Sardar Swaran Singh said that on account of the 
patronage involved in the appointment of Parliamentary Secretaries, they 
as wellas the Ministers felt that they had bartered away their conscience. 
He also suggested that in view of the weak financial position of the State 
the Government should do without Parliamentary Secretaries. 


ae Skri Bhim Sen Sachar: On a point of order, Sir. The question at 
present is not whether the Parliamentary Secretaries should be appointed 
or not. We have to see whether the exemption under this Bill should be 
granted to the Parliamentary Secretaries. | 


Mr. Speaker: He is only replying to what was stated by another 
hon. Member. 


Chaudhri Kariar Singh: I only wish to submit that Bills of this 
i nature have already been passed in other State Assemblies, Our Prime 
Minister stated in the Parliament.......00cs.sensessevecoess 


tS 


v . Mr. Speaker: Leave that aside. The proceedings of -other Assemblies 
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Chaudhri Kartar Singh: If we have great regard for the financial 
condition of the State, there should be only five’ Ministers, no Parliamentary 
Secretaries and the compensatory allowance of Members should be reduced 
to one hundred and fifty rupees per mensem. 


Some hon. Members : Agreed. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: We presume that the Chief Whip is making 


this offer on behalf of the Government. 


Chaudhri Kartar Singh: At the same time I wish to submit that 


those hon. Mémbers who run „to Delhi every other day with a view to dislodge 
this Minjsfry 


eee eee er tenet eee eerOF- cogot etoo ver 


Mr. Speaker : Order, order. No such remarks please. 


Chaudhri Kartar Singh: It was said that a lambardar should not be 
allowed to become a Member of this House. I wish to say for the information 
of my hon. Friend Shri Kedar Nath Saigal that Chaudhri Chhotu Ram who 
was an illustrious Member of he United Punjab Assemb y was a lambardar. If 
lambardars become members of this House, they give useful advice to the Gov- 
ernment in matters of administration and prove a useful part of the Government 
machinery. It was not fair to say that they should be debarred from 
becoming members of this House. You know, Sir, that the district officials 
such as Deputy Commissioner, Superintendent of Police, Extra Assistant 


Commissioner and others have no direct connection with the villages. (N oise). 
Z E 
An hon. Member : Question be now put. 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh (Rohtak North, General, Rural) E 


` .. (Noise and thumping of tables). 


- Vmr. ya I would request the hon. Member to. be dignified. 


Sardar I Bachan Singh: Ona point of order, Sir. Is it not a- reflection 
on the hon. Member ? How could you know that he would not be dignified ? 


Y Mr. Speaker : The hon. Member must have seen for himself: that 


there is continued interruption and thumping of tables. Of course; when 
there is a reasonable occasion, I can allow that, but it does not look. proper 
to continue such a thing. Iam pained to see that the hon. Members are not 
keeping up the dignity of the House. I would request the hon. Members not 
to interrupt when a member is making a speech and to see that the dignity 
and decorum of the lfouse are not violated in any way. | 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh: Sir, I am not displeased to hear any dignified 
or undignified word used by you. I assure you that: you will not hear from me 


al with; even a Single word which would be unbecoming to the dignity of this House. But 
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the thing is. that when a poor man’s stomach is hit, he cannot help crying. Ours 
is a poor State. It is on the verge of starvation and we seek the help of the 
Central Government.. But when we see the deeds of this Government, we 
have to hang our heads in shame. For the last three years, the appointments 
of Parliamentary Secretaries are being criticised. No session has passed 
without severe criticism of these offices by the hon. Members, one and all, 
They have been trying to know as to what are the duties of Parliamentary 
Secretaries and whether they are of any’ use to this poor State or not. I know 
from my experience of Ministership what work they do. I was in charge of 
Public Works Department. There was always trouble regarding the work 
that was to be assigned to them. On the one hand, the Secretaries to Govern- 
ment insisted that files should not be shown to Parliamentary Secretaries and 
legally their position was strong. On the other hand, the Parliamentary 
Secretaries insisted on getting good offices and good residences. Besides 
salaries, they drew as much travelling allowance as they liked. Besides this, 
there was the question of expenditure on their offices, their telephones and 
their peons. How can this infant State bearall this heavy burden? The 
hon. Members of this House feel that these offices are unnecessary ; public 
also feels the same. This thing can be verified by holding a gallop poll, as 
was done by the daily Tribune sometime back. The Government can invite 
the opinion, on this matter, of the intelligentsia of the State such as 
barristers, judges, principals and headmasters. They should be asked whether 
the office of Parliamentary Secretary is necessary or not. Our hon. Ministers 
are very particular about small things such as the usage of the word, ‘Shri’ 
before their names. But they do not want to discar.1 greater evils which were 
introduced in our system of Government by the British. The Government 
should now arrange a gallop poll to see whether the public wants the reten- 
tion of these offices or not. This Session is shortly going to be over and for the 
next six or seven months there will be no Ses:ion. During this period, the 
Government can ascertain the opinion of the public and even of the Govern- 
ment of India in this matter. The fact, however, is that. these offices are 
given as presents to certain hon. Members in order to ensure „their support. 


Mr. Speaker: I knew you would say that. 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh: These Parliamentary Secretaries are not of any 
help to the State nor are they of any use to the people. The only purpose 
they serve is of adding to the powerof the Ministers. The Chief Whip has 
stated that some of the members go to Delhi. But dothe Ministers also 
not run to Delhi for consultations even on minor matters ? 


Uv Mr. Speaker: No reference to party affairs please. 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh: Sir, my submission is that we should not 
deceive the public. On the one hand we have increased the abiana of the 
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poor farmers and we are daily putting the burden of more and more taxes on 
the poor. On the other hand we are not cuting down expenditure on such items 
to which I am referring. Of course, the Chief Minister has constituted the 
Resources and Retrenchment Committee to bring down expenditure on 
administration. But I appeal to the Government to at least cut down 
this expenditure immediately before any report from the Committee is sub- 
mitted. Our Chief Minister is well known for his sympathies with the poor 
and for his broadmindedness. I appeal to him to save the expenditure 


that is being spent on the Parliamentary Secretaries. This will have a good 
effect upon the people of the State. 


Hon. Members: Question be now put. | | 
Mr. Speaker: Question is — 
That the question be now put. 
After ascertaining the votes of the House by voices, Mr. Speaker said, 
“I think the Ayes have it.” -This opinion was challenged and Division was 
ctaimed. Mr. Speaker after calling upon those members who supported the 


claim for Division and those who challenged his decision to rise in their places, 
declared that the Division was unnecessarily claimed. 


The motion was declared carried. 
. Mr. Speaker : Question is— 
‘That in part (i) of the Schedule to sub-clause (2) the words “Inamdar, 


Sufedposh or Zaildar, whether called by this or any other title? be deleted. 


That part (ii) of the schedule to Sub clause (2) be deleted. That pait 
(v) of the schedule to Sub-cluase (2) be deleted. 


After ascertaining the votes of the House by voices, Mr. Speaker said, 
“I think the Noes have it’. This opinion was challenged and Division was 
claimed. Mr. Speaker after calling upon those Members who supported the 
claim for Division and those who challenged his decision to rise in their plac: s, 
declared that the Division was unnece-zsurtly claimed. 


The motion was declared lost. 


CLAUSE 2. 
Mr. Speaker : Question is —- 


That clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 
The motion was carried. 
CLAUSE 3. 
Mr. Speaker: (Question is— | 


That clause 3 stand part of the Bill. 
The motion was curried. 
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CLAUSE 1. 
SUB-CLAUSE (1) 


Mr. Speaker: Question is— 
~ That Sub-clause (1) of clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 


The motion was carried. 

TITLE. | _ 

Mr. Speaker: Question is— 
That the Title be the Title of the Bill. T 


The motion was carried. 


Chief Minister: I move— 


That the Punjab Provisional Legislature (Prevention of | Disqualifica- 
tion) Bill be passed. 


Mr. Speaker: Motion moved— 


That the Punjab Provisional Legislature (Prevention of Disqualification) Bill 
be passed. E hi 


Shii Bhagat Ram Chodha (Jullundur, General, Rural) (Punjabi) : Sir, the 
views expressed by most of the Members reveal the fact that it is the desire 
of this House that the posts of Parliamentary Secretaries should be abolished 
because they are an unnecessary burden upon the resources of the State. 
Even apart from the financial aspect of this question it is quite evident 
that they are of no use to the peopleand the State. They function only 
in the matter of making recommendations for appointments and such other 
things. It is a sad state of affairs that an ordinary citizen cannot get 
anything done in the ordinary course and he has to approach some Parlia- 
mentary Secretary or some Minister for every little work. The Parliamentary 

eee Secretaries appear to be busy in making such ‘+ recommendations for their 
- favourites and there seems to be no other work for them. They get. salaries 
and travelling allowances for nothing. The only work they appear. to be 

doing is that which I have stated above and I wonder why the Government 

does not think of doing away with these posts which are, as a matter of fact, 

useless. Anyhow, even if the Government wishes to keep these posts in 

spite of the wishes of the most of the hon. Members, I would suggest that there 

swe should be an election for these posts, so that only able persons may get 


p” the opportunity of getting elected to these posts. The present method only 
brings in henchmen to these posts. 


Sardar Bachan Singh (Ludhiana Central, Sikh, Rural) (Punjabi) : Sir, 


eet I wish to express my views upon this important question which is before 
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the House for consideration. Many of my hon. Friends have already given 
expression to their views thereon. ‘The vehemence with which most of them 
have made criticism i+ quite evident. But one thing which surprised me 
is the silence on the part of the Government in the face of such criticism. 
Has the Government no courage to come out witha reply to this criticism ? 
Has it so little respect for the opinion of this House that it prefers to keep 
mum ? This is a fundamental question to which the Government is morally 
bound to give an answer. ‘his question concerns the power and prestige of 
this House and so it has every right to demand a satisfactory answer to it. 


As far as the Members are concerned, they are in duty bound to point 
out the defects and shortcomings of even the most influential persons 
both inside and outside the House without any fear or favour. If it is within 
their knowledge that certain officers indulge in corruption, they should 
make bold to tell it. The names of such persons who take bribes should 
be told openlyt If any of the officers is inthe habit of doing favouritism, 
he should be denour.ced outright. It is only in this manner that we can 
do our duty. 


‘Mr. Speaker: No repetition please. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Sir, I am saying that the duty of the hon. 
Members of this House is to spare none who indulges in favouritism, 
corruption etc., even ifhe be a Governor. Those Members who do their 
duty are strong. They cannot come under the influence of big officers 
because they never stoop down to seek favours themselves. A Member who 
is in the habit of seeking favours for himself cannot criticize officers who 
have obliged him in somany ways. He may have requested many officers 
for the favour of appointing his friends as lambardars etc. or dismissing 
some of his enemies. In such cases, the reports are generally sent by Assistant 
Sub-Inspectcrs and Sub-Inspectors to Inspectors and Sup rintendents of Police. 
The Deputy Commissioners liave to make such appo‘ntments or dismissals. 
Now if a Me ber has to get his work done he wiil have to approach so many 
officers. It is only after getting their obligation that he can succeed in 
h.ving some advantages for his friends. In my opinion, such an hon. 
Member cannot criticize any of these officers simply because he is under 
their obligation. He has no moral courage to speak the truth against those 
officers whose favours he sought so many times. Such Members cannot 
discharge their duties as M. L. A.s. in an honest way. How can they come 
out with an open critici'm of the corrupt officials ? Sir, I was submitting that 
the dignity and the honour of this august House demand that the Members 
of this Legislature should be of such integrity that they do not behave 
obsequiously either under- stress of circumstances or. for any personal 


Origffal wich; advantage. It is possible that an hon. Member may not be prepared to 
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behave servilely but under duress he may have to seek the favour ofa 
Sub-Inspector for making such good remarks in the log book as would be 
helpful to the Memoer in continuing to hold the job of a sufedposh or inamdar 
or azaildar. How ridiculous then the position of that Member wculd be, 
when on the floor of the House he may consider it disgraceful to receive 
even the Deputy Commissioner of a district. Mr. Speaker, this is not a 
hypothetical proposition. Situations of this kind are bound to arise if the 
holders of office, as enumerated in the amendment of my hon. Friend 
Mehta Ranbir Singh, are granted exemption from disqualification for being 
elected to the State Legislature. This is a mitte: which requires careful 
consideration at the hands of the Government. 


Then my hon. Friend Sardar Swaran Singh has remarked that this Bill 
may be passed for the benefit of those at least who already hold these offices of 
profit but for future it should not become a permanent feature. I do not see 
eye to eye with this observation. Even the hon. Chief Minister has not 
thought it proper to make a reply to this suggestion. ‘We are not aware of 
his intentions in this matter, whether he agrees to the suggestion of my hon, 
Friend or not. I would again request the hon. Premier to think over the 
matter dispassionately whether any, useful purpose would be served by bring- 
ing this Bill on the Statute Book. This Bill will bring his Government into 
disrepute. May I ask whetherit is the intention of the Government that 
by passing this legislation it wants to convert the Members cf the AG sembly 
into dummy Members, who should never have the cour age to express an 
independent opinion. | I can very well understand the object of this measure. 
It can be made use of at a time when Members of the Government party may 
be in a rebellious mood and want to throw out the -overnment. Then those 
Members who are holding offices of profit like the sufedposhes, inamdars etc., 
would be gagged fron expressing their independent views about the cee 
ment through different agencies. Out would go demi-official letters. from 
the hon. Ministers to the Deputy Commissioners, Financial Commissioners, 
Superintendents of Police etc. for bringing pressure to bear upon such Members 
so that the Government of the day may continue undisturbed. I may 
point out that legislation of this nature should not be passed now when we 
have attained full—fledged freedom. We are no longer a slave country and 
therefore we should think like free people and should not give a new lease 
of life to defunct institutions like the sufedposhes etc. I could: well” under- 
stand the necessity of such legislation if it had been brought forward during 
the British regime. The British. Government had created, similar p iņnumer- 


‘able agents who, helped it in, the continuance of its rule. ~ Such agents at that 
-time were dub’ ed by the nationalist-minded public as ‘jholi-chuks’ or. hench- 


men of the British Govern nnt. The oficer clas3 at that tiine used to say 
that it was their unpleasant duty to do unpleasant things because they were 
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in 


the pay of the British Government. But the real henchmen were those sufed- 


poshes, inamdars, zaildars, etc., who did unpatriotic things for a small pittance. 


So 


may I ask the Government if by passing this measure wants it to 


| create this impression in the minds of the public that it is going to raise 


an 


army of agents on the British lines to sustain it? This line of action is 


undemocratic. In this age, when popular Governments are at the helm of 


affairs, an endeavour should be made by the Government to secure the 
goodwill of the public for whose benefit the administration is run. But what 
does ‘this Bill indicate ? It shows that an attempt is being made by the 
Government to create a class of henchmen who would stand by it through 


thick and thin because they would be dependent on the favours of the 


Go 


Go 


vernment., I, therefore, very respectfully submit to the House that for 
d’s sake it should desist from creating those conditions in the country 


which existed during the British regime. Its dignity and self-respect 
demand that it should act ina manner, which may find favour with the 
people at large. The dignity of the House is a dignity par excellence. It 
must be kept aloft. Again, when we have nothing to be afraid of and no 
favour can tempt us to deviate from the path of truth, why should we then 
behave cringingly? A person can only be upright if he is above temptation. 


So 


if the holders of offices as are enumerated in the Bill are allowed to enter 


the Legisiature, can any one fora moment think that they would hold 
independent views? They would dance to the tune of district authorities. 
I would, therefore, say at the risk of repetition that if this Bill is passed, it 


tense 


wo 
a a 


be 


will be tantamount to tarnishing the fair name of the State because the people 


uld think that the legislators of the Punjab Assembly constitute a class of 


$ e sycophants. Consequently, our heads would hang in shame and we will not 


able to show our faces to the people of other States. I may point out that 


now our State is entering into a new phase of lifeafter the attainment of 
freedom. We should get rid of out-moded ideas. We should have lofty and 
refreshing ideas which may help us to bring about re-orientation in the life of 


| me 


the State. We should make sure that no person whose integrity and self- 
respect are doubtful, becomes a member of this Assembly. I would 
request the hon. Ministers to realise the position of a Member who is at the 


rcy of a Sub-Inspector who can deprive the former of the office of a 


sufedposh etc. by giving a black remark in his log book. 


ide 


| to 
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- Mr. Speaker: The hon. member is indulging in repetition. The same 
a is being repeated although the wording is different every time. 


Sardar Bachan Singh : Then, Sir, taunts were hurled at an ex-Minister 
| that after laying down his office, he had to appear before a Naib Tehsildar in 
; connection with the case of his client. I don’t consider it disgraceful if he had 
do so for the sake of public service. Lawyer’s profession is a noble 
fession. . 


PROVISIONAL LEGISLATURE (PREVENTION OF (18) 83 
DIS-QUALICATION) BILL 


Mr. Speaker: Please leave that subject aside. 
no Sardar Bachan Singh: Well, Sir, what I want to drive at is that these 
lambardars who receive ‘panjotra’ for collecting land revenue and th2 sufed- 
poshes and zaildars who are respectively in receipt of Rs. 100 and Rs. 300 
per annum from Government for their services do not possess representative 
character as they depend upon the favours of the Government. 


Sardar Ajit Singh: On a point of order, Sir. The hon. Member is 
wasting the precious time of this August House by advancing old and stale 
arguments and this really tells upon the dignity of the House 


aoe eeo 


Mr. Speaker: Order, order ! 


Sardar Shiv Saran Singh : On a point of order, Sir. The hon. Members 
are at liberty to draw your attention to any infringement of the Rules 
committed by an hon. Member. The hon. Member has infringed the Rules 
not once but thrice. (Interruptions). 


[| Mr Speaker: I would ask the hon. Member not to assume the duties 
of the Speaker. 


Sardar Bachan Singh : Sir, what I wish to point out is that if 
the proposed Bill is passed into law, it will seriously affect the hon. Members 
of this House. It goes without saying that the eyes not only of the people 
of our State but also of the whole of the counsy are fixed on us. — 


has in the course of his speech pnd out that the people outside thet 
State wal 


Vise Mr. Speaker.: I called the hon. Member to order several times because 
he was again and again irrelevant. To refer to some remarks made by 
another hop/ Member is not relevant. 


4 , . ‘ 
Sardar Bachan Singh: Sir, my hon. Friend Shri Durga Chand Kaushish 
has mentioned that the people outside the State...... 


v Mr. Speaker: I donot want it. It is not relevant. The hon. Member 


is referring to some remarks of Shri Durga Chand Kaushish All this is 
irrelevant. 


Ca Mehta Ranbir Singh - On a point of order, Sir. May I know if the 
| Speaker can without allowing an hon. Member to complete the sentence 
| call him to order ? 
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Sardar Swaran Singh: Sir, points of order should be rationed. 
(Laughter), ` | 

Sardar Bachan Singh: Sir, I cannot defy your ruling. Since I must 
obey’ it, I will not indulge in any repitition. But all the same I cannot do 
without saying this that people outside our State have formed avery bad 
opinion about the state of affairs prevailing at present in our State. (A Voice: 
No, they hold avery good opinion). They think that things are not done 
in our State as they ought to have been done and that the way in which 
things are being done is not quite in keeping with the dignity of the Govern- 
ment The fundamental issue, therefore, is whether hon. Members should 
be independent or should work under petty officers. | 


Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member is again irrelevant. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Sir, what I wish to submit is jhat there 
seem to be only two alternatives left before the hon. Members and they will 
have to choose either of the two. The first alternative is that the hon. 
Members should give an impression to the people outside this House in our 
State that they can be neither intimidated, nor threatened nor 
won over by any financial considerations. The other alternative is 
that the hon. Members by accepting the offices of profit can be threatened, 
intimidated and can also be won over by financial considerations. The 
fundamental question is’ that the hon. Members should not stoop low 
to accept these offices of profit and thus uphold the dignity of the 
House. As I have already stated, the poopie outside ` the State possess a 
vey bad impression about us. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: On a Point of Order, Sir. My hon. Friend 
Sardar Ajit Singh inadvertently remarked that ‘you are living in a fool’s 
paradise’. He should be asked to withdraw these remarks. 


Mr. Speaker: Did the hon. Member use these words in reference to 
the Chair ? | 


Sardar Ajit Singh : No, Sir. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: Shri Bhim Sen Sachar should withdraw that 
insinuation towards the Chair. a E 

Chief Miaister (The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava) (Hindustani) : 
Sir, 1 do not consider it proper to reply to all the objections that have been 
raised by my hon Friends during the course of their speeches as I think an 
attempt has been made to drive the question beyond. the definite issue. I 
have been exercising self-restraint and did not like to interrupt the hon. 
Members thinking that I will have my say at the time of replying to the 
debate. Sir, I knaw it bzfore-hand that my hon. Friends will indulge in 


paih vianQft-hand criticism and make irrelevant speeches. 
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Mr. Speaker : I have more than once ruled that such questions should 
not be referred to here. i 

Chief Minister : Sir, I will tell that the spiection: raised by my 
hon. Friends were irrelevant and beside the point. When I made:the first 
motion that the Bill be .. taken into consideration, I stated that removal of 
disqualification of Members, had to be made in accordance with the new 
Constitution. In order to achieve that object, the Punjab Provisional Legis- 
lature (Prevention of Disqualification) Ordinance’ was promulgated. This 
Bill is intended to replace that Ordinance with certain minor modifications. 
This Bill has been brought forward to declare certain offices of profit under 
the Government of India or the Government,of the State to be the offices 
the holding. of which shall not disqualify the holders thereof from being 
Members of the House. An.-argument.. advanced by.. my friend that the 
Members of the Assembly will be afraid of the Sub-inspector of! Police’ of-does_ 
not at all hold good. At present, there,are two. categories of Members in the 
House, those who were returned on Congress ticket and those belonging to 
Panthic party. Such, Members were nominated by the respective organi- 
sations after adjudging their suitability to represent. the party in the best 
interests of the people. Itso .happens that sometime wrong decisions. aré 
taken and at this stage I find that some of the hon. Members who were returned 
on Congress ticket have now left the. Congress Party.-and are- sitting on the 
Opposition benches. I. they had been in any other. country, wey. would have 
certainly resigned their seats in the Assembly. 


<td Bachan Singh : “Sir, iS ‘it relevant “to discuss party an in 
ae ne f aa a i Be s l oe e W ee 


ny 3 2 E i: 


CY Mt. Speaker : [It is. s irrelevant. 


‘> Chief Minister © Sie, ` Im not referring to any “party matters and if 
my hon. Friend had shown patience and considered carefully what I have 
been saying, he would not have raised this objection. | I was saying that 
when this Bill is passed, it will not disqualify any Meinber of this House ‘from 
holding the office of lambardar and sufedposh. In the year 1946 when general 
elections were held, such Members ‘were returned to Assembly who were 
nominated by the different parties. This Bill has now been introduced’ 
in the House with ‘the object of removing the disqualifications of the 
Members of this House to hold certain offices of profit under the Government. 
It has been said that the object underlying this Bill is that the Government 
wants to appoint parliamentary secretaries and the meagre fihances of the 
province do not justify this course. But I am sorry to say ‘that the Govern“ 
ment is being exploited every time on the common plea of’poor finances of 
his State. and there is a tirade of criticism for “whatever it does in the: 
interest of State. Perhaps my hon. Friends do not: séém* to’know that the 


| 
i 
| 
| 
l 
i 
i 


| 


l 
| 
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[Chief Minister] 


parliamentary secretaries also if appointed would not be disqualified 
to hold that office of profit by virtue of this Bill. When any powers vest 
with the Government under any law, it does not necessarily mean that such 
powers will be utilised. But before appointing any Member to an office of 
profit, the Government will have to keep in view the financial implications 
involved in it. I think it would have been proper if such an objection had 
been raised at the time when a similar measure was placed on the Statute 
Book long ago. Without taking much time of the House, I would like to inform 
the hon. Members that if I think it necessary to appoint Parliamentary 
Secretaries, nothing can debar me from doing so. Similarly, if [ think that I 
should expand the Cabinet,I will put before the House such a proposal and I think 
the House will certainly approve of my suggestion in the interest of the State. 
Apart from this, if I consider it necessary to increase the salaries of the 
Ministers, I will put forward an amending biil which I hope will be passed 
by the House. But so far as the appointment of Ministers is concerned, 
is does not come within the scope of this Bill as the person is not deemed 
to hold an office of profit under the Government if he is a Minister. Sir, 
the question that is now before this House is not a new one, so far as the 
legislatures of other democratic countries are concerned. In Britain, for 
example, this question arose more than 200 years ago, when the Members 
of a tribunal were returned to the Parliament and it was decided to remove 
the disqualification in their case in order to allow them to continue to serve 
the country as Members of that tribunal, even though it amounted to holding 
places of prefit under the Crown. So what I mean to emphasise is that the 
general rule of regarding the holding of an office of profit a disqualification 
for membership of a legislature, has never been so strictly enforced and 
adhered to as some of my hon. Friends here seem to imagine. Even in 
Britain, which is the oldest country having a parliamentary. system of 
Government, there are as many as 62 Ministerial posts, and sometime even 
more, which are held by Members of the Parliament besides the Ministers, 
and which consist of Parliamentary Secretaries, Under Secretaries and so on. 
The duties of the holders of these offices are not confined to parliamen- 
tary work, But despite the fact that thev have been entrusted with other 
office work connacted with the various Ministries, taey can sit and take part 
in the voting in the House of Commons. So, Sir, if we want to follow the 
conyentions and practices of other democratic countries, I think there should 
be no objection to the exercise of powers by this Hause to remove the 


disqualification in suitable cases, where the House thinks that the services.of the 


Members concerned are needed far some other important work in the interest 
of the State. Legistatures in other countries of the world have used these 


powers of removing disqualification without much. ado since a very long time. 


It is no doubt true that the practice of removing this disqualification is not 
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[Chief Minister] 
to be misused and offices of profit are not to be distributed among the Members 
with a view to influencing the voting in the House. But, Sir, my sub- 
mission is that such things cannot happen in the modern times, when party 
system forms an integral part of the democratic system of Government. 
If there are well-organized parties, and infact it is a pre-requisite for the 
successful working of democracy, and the party in power, as is always the case, 
commands the support of the majority, I wonder how the question of 
trying to influence the voting can arise in connection with any issue, when it is 
an indubitable fact that all matters are discussed and decided in the party 


-meeting before they are bought in the House. My Friends who have been 


arguing.on these lines have overlooked this vital thing in their anxiety to 
criticize the Government. So far as the present parlimentary practices are 
concerned, there is hardly any scope at all for independent voting on any issue 
in any legislature. -By ‘independent’, I mean independent of the directives 
of the party. It is fog this reason that despite so much criticism anp 
speeches of the A the Government carries the day in every matter. 
(Cheers.) ve 

Apart from this, Sir, to say or to suggest by implication that the 
Members of this House are venal and their votes can be bought, is the 
meanest and the vilest thing to do that I can think of. This is worse than 
even self-condemnation. There cannot be a more abominable act than that 
some members*of this House should make this allegation against others that 
they are corrupt and dishonest people, hankering after pecuniary gains and 
paltry profits. With what face will any of the Members of this Assembly 
appear before the people or M.L.A.s. of the other States, when they come to 
know that some of us are so venal that their votes can be purchased ? So far as 
I think, Sir, every member of this hon. House is to be regarded as honest and 
upright having independence of mind to think and decide things for himself 
regardless of extraneous considerations and influences. I have the gredtest 
respect and regard for every hon. Member of this House, because I have a 
very high opinion of every one of them (cheers). and E cannot imagine any- 
one of them can stoop low. Seta apm 

Then, Sir, this Bill has been brought forward in order to:remove the dis- 
qualification of Members who are already holding what can be considered as an 
office of profit. The provisions of this Bill apply to the present Members and 
not to the future. So no objection whatsoever can be taken to it on any 
ground. Itisnot right and proper to import extraneous matters into this Bill 
or to think that it has been brought with some ulterior motives. 

So far as the question of giving work to the Parliamentary Secretaries is 
concerned, I can assure the House that whenever they are appointed, they will 
be given work to do, not merely parliamentary work but othér office duties too. 

I feel, Sir, the Government would have been failing in its duty, if this 
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[Chief Minister] 
Bill to remove the disqualification of the existing Members had not been 
brought before the House, because otherwise in pursuance of some provision 


of the Constitution, they would cease to be Members of the House since its 
promulgation, With these words, I commend this Bill for the acceptance of 
the House. . | 

Mr. Speaker : - Question is— 

That the Punjab Provisional- Pcemlature (Prevention of Disqualifica- 
,tion) Bill be passed. | 

1 After ascertaining - -the votes of the House by voices, Mr. Speaker sad. 
“]>think the Ayes have it'’. This opinion was challenged and Division was 
elaimed.Mr.- Speaker after calling upon those members who supported the 
claim for Division and those who challenged his decision to tise in their places, 
declared that the Division was unnecessarily. claimed. 

The motion was Cae carried. 


EAST PUNJAB UNIVERSITY (AMENDMENT) BILL. ai, 


Minister for Revenue (The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh) : I 
introduce the East Punjab University (Amefidment) Bill. 


Minister tor Revenue : ‘I move — 


~ (i) That die East. Punjab: U Iniversity- (Amendment) Bill: be referred to 


_a select committee consisting of— - 


. Pandit Durga. Chand Kaushish 
Shrimati Shanno Devi-Sehgal ` * 
_ Shri. Virendra — . 

i Chaudhri Sher Singh. - 

Sardar Sarmnkh Singh B po 
“6. Shri Dev RajSethi ~~ %7 to  * 
`T O7. Sardar Dalip Singh Kang ` ` 
8. Sardar Shiv Saran Singh ae ' l F 
Ag = | (ti) That the quorum of the select committee shall be 5. 0 o 


Mr. Speaker: Motion moved— 

~- «2. 4 (i) That the East Punjab University (Amendment) Bill be referred to 

„o $, , a select committee consisting of—.._ , 

ovil. Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish 
2. Shrimati Shanno Devi Sehgal 

Shri Virendra . 
Chaudhri Sher Singh | _ ae e * 2 ee 
Sardar Sarmukh Singh o o $ 
Shri Dev Raj Sethi 
Sardar Dalip Singh Kang ee agne 
8. Sardar Shiv Saran Singh. a a 7 


| 
| (ii) That the quorum of the select c ommittee > shall be 5 
Origfpal with; >. : . n 
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Mehta Ranbir Singh (Ludhiana and _ Ferozepore, General, Rural) 
(Hindustani): Sir, before saying anything about this amending Bill, I want 
to remind this hon. House of the time when the principal Act was under 
Res discussion in the year 1947 and the speeches that were then made. You 
`~ must be remembering, Sir, that Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish had at 
that time made a great speech, urging upon the Government the necessity 
of allowing fullest consideration and discussion on the measure, as he regarded 
it of very great importance and you had to interrupt him many a time before 
he finished. He had again and again complained that the Government was 
trying to rush through a measure of great public importance but the result 
was as usual next to nothing. 


. | q aia à ata Wa | 
evi wag Hs ws 


Sir, what I want to emphasisé ig that there is neéd for giving caréful 
ccnsideration and thought evén to this amending Bill, which is also a very 
lengthy one as many hon. Mémbers will have constructive suggestions to offer. 

It is always better to give fullest consideration to every legislative measure 
8 P.M. before it is put on the Statute Book, so that the Government may not 

have to bring amending Bills to rectify the shortcomings that. might have 
‘over looked owing to hasty consideration. To avoid this sort of unnecessary 
duplication of work, it is necessary that this Bill be subjected to a close 
scrutiny. I am glad to find that the Government is realizing the need for | 
this and is referring the Bill to a select committee. This will save the time 
of the House and ensure that the Bill when passed is free from shortcomings. 
In such matters itis wrong for the hon. Leader of the House to appoint 
only yes-men on such important committees; it is definitely not consistent 
with the principles of democracy. He should have seen whether there ate 
other Members in the House who though not subject to the whip of his party 
‘are in a position to render useful service. I can assure the House that if 
- some one of us were asked to serve onthe select committee, he would not only 

have” given constructive suggestions for improving the University but would 
not have charged any travelling allowance for purposes of attending meetings 
of this committee. | 


Mr. sponte’ : Does the hon. Member mean to suggest that the Members 


= oposed are not up to the mark ? x sie 
Ua 
Mehta Rani bir Singh: “Yes oe the Members proposed for the select 
committee are not up to the task and the Government will be obliged to bring 
| in another amending Bill. 
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Mr. Speaker : The hoñ. Member can only ask for deletion from or 
addition to the proposed select committee. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : I would have given notice of a regular amendment 
‘only if I knew that the names were to be proposed today. It is rather strange 
that the names have been proposed all of a sudden. However, I am not in 
favour of omitting the name of any hon. Member from the membership of the 
‘select committee. » 4 ‘ 


Mr. Speaker : I will waive the condition of time in the case of the hon. 
ae He can even now bring in an amendment, 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : Sir, I mean to say that if the hon. Chief Minister, 
who at this time is not present in the House, agrees to increase the number of 
members, I would like to suggest the addition of only one name. I have no 
hesitation in saying that this new member will prove very useful in setting 
tight the defective legislation and will not be a burden on the exchequer as he 
would be prepared to charge no travelling allowance. But I have fears whether 
such a sane advice will find favour with this Cavan: 


Sir, the second | thing that I wish to submit is that whereas the Bill 
contains ordinary provisions like the change of name of the University from the 
East Punjab University to the Punjab University, it also contains some 
very important provisions and they require very careful consideration. For 


example, clause 4 which deals with the purposes of the University is very 


important. We should do our utmost to bring the standard of our University 
at par with the standards of other Universities in the country as has been 


stated in the statement of objects and reasons of the Bill. A good deal can 


be learnt from teaching and residential universities like the Benares 
University | I have personal knowledge of the working of the Uni- 
versity as I have been there for two or three years and am ina position to 
say that it manages its colleges and hostels in a wonderful way. There the 


vice-chancellor is a whole-time elected man and this tradition has worked 


very well. The working of that University considerably differs from that of 
this University. Here the University has affiliated to it Government Colleges 
as also the private Colleges. The Government Colleges and their hostels are 
run by the Government and the private Colleges by the private people. It 
was strange to find in an answer to a question the other day when the hon. Chief 
Minister said that the Government had no responsibility towards the private 
Colleges and that they must be totally financed by private managements. 
However, it means that there are two different sets of Colleges managed by 
different bodies which are affiliated to this university. But the trouble is that 
the fixation of tution fee is controlled and all colleges are subject to uniform 
ruies under the University Act. . 
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Whenever some law is made applicable to a college or some 
other institution, it is the duty of the Government to examine 
the financial aspect of the matter and . to give aid to the institution 
concerned, if necessary. Clause 17 of the Bill reads thus :— 


To clause (i) of sub-section (1) of section 27 of the said Act after the 


a» 


werd “educat’on’’ the following words shall be added, namely :— 


“for the scale of fees fixed by the College is not lower than the 
minimum, if any, prescribed bv the University”. 


It is clear that some restrictions: are going to be imposed in the 
matter of tuition fees chargeable by the Colleges... Before any restriction 
is imposed, it is necessary to study the financial- aspect of the measure. 
It would be better if some such person is taken on the select committee 
who can assist the Government in ensuring that the Bill is so, framed 
that it does not defeat the very object for which it is intended. If 
some person has started a private college in a rural area in spite of 
the difficulties which have to be faced in such an enterprise, he should 
not be discouraged by the Government. I shall therefore request the 
Government to take such person in the select committee, If, however, 
it is intended to discourage such enterprises, the Government is at liberty 
to act as it pleases. I beg to submit that the Government should work 
for the benefit of the State as a whole. It should not aim at benefiting 
only one section or class of people. We should realise our duty. , So 
far as I am concerned, I am not interested in my. compensatory or travel- 


ling allowance but consider it my duty to point out the difficulties of 


those persons, whom the’ Government ` ignores altogether. The Govern- 
ment should not be narrow-itiinded. It should be liberal enough to 
act for the benefit ‘of everybody. The Bill before the House is a’ commend- 
able measuré, After some amendments it will become still more useful: 
It should, ‘ho ‘ever, be passed in such a’ shape that another amending 
Bill has not to be passed after ‘six months. There is no harii in consult- 
ing a friend when one lacks judgement himself. T do not ‘mean to say 
that the Government lacks judgement, but I am unable to` understand 
why it “Should "be ‘opposed to the inclusion of some other person | in the 
select committee. 

Sardar Kartar Singh (Ex-Member West Punjab Assembly representing 
Lyallpur West Sikh, rural) (Punjabi) : Sir, I move 


That the following Members be added’ ‘to the ‘Select Committee : 


Chaudhri Lahn Sineik 

Sardar Swaran Singh. 7 f , _ 

= aw Sardar Ujjal Singh, A ee ae een 
; -Thakar Beli Ram. ae re a ae oo 3 a Bas ony va ae a ae = i 
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[S. Kartar Singh] 

I support the Bill; which has béei brotiġht befofe thé House by the 
hon. Minister for Education. { only wish that in addition to’ thé nates 
proposed by him the namés of Chaudhri Lahti Singh, Sardar Swaran Singh, 
Sardar Ujjal Singh and Thakur Beli Ram are also be included in the 
select committee to which the Bill is to bė referred. I have made this 
suggestion because I feel that it is a very important measilre and the report 
which the select committee has to submit should bė prepared after 
a thorough examination of the subject. Some such persons should also be in- 
cluded in the select committee, who have experience of University affairs 
and have made their contribution to the cause of education. They will 
prove useful Members of the select committee. 


R. w eee -i pg a 2 
Mr. Speaker : Motion moved — 
That the following members be added to the Select Committee. 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh, 

Sardar Swaran Singh. 

Sardar Ujjal Singh. 

‘Thakur Beli Ram. - ` 


a 
l 
{ 
| 
| 
: Shri Bhim Sen Sachar (Ex- Member West Punjab Assembly répresenting | 
Laho e City, General, Urban) (Hindustani) : Sir, the Bill now before the | 
House i is really a very useful measure, I find it stated in the Statement of ! 
Objects and Reasons that it has been necessary to bring forward this amen- 
ding Bill in order to ‘bring it in line with similar provisions made in the incorpo- ! 
rating Acts of other Universities iħ India’. It is necessary to remove any | 
short- -c mings and defects and to bring our University at par with modern 
Universities, Undoubtedly the powers of the Vice Chancellor should be 
defined-and other necessary’ provisions should also be made, but one thing | 
which I am sorry to find is the provision relating to the right of vote given 
to the graduates of Punjab (Pakistan) University at Lahore. The Govern- | 
ment has acted in a very narrow-minded manner in this matter. In our new : 
Constitution, every adult has been given the right to vote and even form a 
Government. In the Bill under consideration, it is laid down in clause p 
10 thu— ` m Saa 
| 


‘Any person who before the year 1943 graduated in any Faculty 
of the university of the Panjab (Pakistan) at Lahore shall, on 
application made, be entitled to have his name entered on the . 
Register of Gra 'uates of Punjab University on payment of such fees 
and on such conditions as may be prescribed by the Regulation of the 
''niversity: Provided that he graduated not less than five years 
before registration. 


| This provision is not in keeping with ‘the spirit of modern times. Can 
| 


BO wick ‘it be said that the graduates are not capable of electing fellows to the 
rigiite wit 


Punğib Vidhan Sabha , ` i 
Dig ifftzed by; 
Panjap Digital Library 


EAST PUNJAB UNIVERSITY (AMENDMENT) BILL (18)93 


University? If we can allow the ciec‘iun of our legislators by adult franchise, 
why can’t we give the right of vote to all graduates? There are legislators who 
have not got even school education, not to speak of university education. 
It is therefore not understandable why all graduates should not be given 


te R . 
' the right of vote. I think we should act most cautiously in educational 
~T 
matters because education is the foundation of our society. I, therefore, 
hope that the select committee, while considering the Bill, will keep before 
it wider interests and not narrow considerations. 
Sardar Bachan Singh (Ludhiana Central, Sikh, Rural) (Hindustani): 
Sir, I move— 
That the name of Mehta Ranbir Singh be added to the names already 
ai proposed for the Select Committee. 
4 


The names proposed by the hon. Minister for Education include the 
names of the three hon. Members who were elected last year for fellowship 
of the University Senate. A fourth Member was also elected at that time. . He 
is the president of the managing committee of acollege. His name has not 
now been included in the names proposed for the select committee, simply 
because he happens to be in the Opposition. We did not expect such a 
thing from the Education Minister at least and then Mehta Ranbir Singh 
is already working as president of a college and he is also a law graduate. 
Such an educated person should not have been excluded from this select 
committee simply because of his connection with the Opposition Party. 


Sardar Dalip Singh Kang: Would Mehta Ranbir Singh have no 
objection if he is taken on the select committee ? : 


Sardar Bachan Singh: It would have been better if this question 
had been put by the hon. Minister for Education instead of my hon. 
friend. Mehta Ranbir Singh has authorised me to say that, if the purpose is 
to improve the Bill in the real sense, he would not only co-operate with the 
Government in this respect, but would also not draw any travelling 
allowance for attending the meetings of the select committee. 


I would like to say one thing more. Sub-clause 11 of clause 7 provides : 


Where by reason of illness, leave, or any other cause a temporary 
vacancy occurs in the office of the Vice Chancellor a substitute shall 
be appointed by the Chancellor from among the Fellows of the 


University. 


t 


I am,as a matter of principle, against the appointments being made 
by the Chancellor for offices which should be filled in by election. I, 
thorefore, submit that instead of providing for appointment heing made by 
the Chancellor, the office of the Vice Chancellor should be filled in by election. 
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bot Speaker : Question is— 
That the following members be added to the Select Commit tee— 
Op ‘Chaudhri Lahri Singh. 
2. Sardar Swaran Singh. 
3. Sardar Ujjal Singh. 


4. Thakur Beli Ram. 


The motion was carried. 


Mr. Speaker: Question is— 


That the name of Mehta Ranbir Singh be added to the list of mernbers 
“Of the Select Committee. 


The motion was carried. 


Mr. Speaker: Question is— 


(i) That the the East Punjab University (Amendment) Bill be relerred 
| to a Select Committee consisting of— 

1. Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish 

2  Shrimati SKanno Devi Sehgal ° 
3. Chaudhri Sher Singh 

4. Sardar Sarmukh Singh 

5. Shri Dev Raj Sethi 

6 Sardar Dalip Singh Kang 

7. Sardar Shiv Saran Singh 

8. Chaudhri Lahri Singh” 

9. Sardar Swaran Singh 

10, Sardar Ujjal Singh 

11. Thakur Beli Ram 

12. Mehta Ranbir Singh - 

13. Shri Virendra. 


(ii) That the quorum of the select committee shall be five, 


The. motion was carried, 


ER GEN yee em 


NEW TOWNSHIPS (STREET LIGHTING AND WATER SUPPLY) FEES BILL. 


Minister for Rehabilitation (The hon, Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi): Sir, I. 
beg to introduce the Punjab New Townships (Street Lighting and Water supply ` 


Fees Bill. 


Minister for Rehabilitation : I move— 


That the Punjab New Townships (Street Lighting and Water supply) Fees 


Bill be taken into consideration at once. 
Mr. Speaker : Motion moved— 


That the Pnnjab New Townships (Street Lighting and Water supply) 
Fees Bill be taken into consideration at once. 
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UV Before we proceed with the discussion of the Bill I want to warn the 
members of the House that they should be careful in their remarks about the 
persons, whether officials or non-officials. Today when discussing the previous 
motion certain members made remarks against persons who were not present 

e, in the House and who could not defend themselves. I hope hon. Memters would 
5 refrain from passing any such remarks in future. 


Shrimati Sita Devi (Ex-Member West Punjab Assembly representing 
Lahore City, General, Women, Urban) (Hindustani): Sir, I am surprised to 
see this Bill. Ifit had been introduced by some other hon. Minister who is 
not a refugee, I would not have been surprised. 


1950 
T'he Assembly then adjourned till 10. a.m.on Friday, 31st March 


af 


oane a a aw 
aa 


k» 


Qaumi Press, Jullundur 


Original with; 

Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 

Panjab Digital Library 


h rare 


- 


O ast ah 
$ 
RE en rg 
ony oe = 
Se 
the * $ 
Woi h 
TET 
w Kanai 
a 
oe 
SE 
m g 
- gr 


a e 
, At 
7 iene! 

i. 

cy 


be 
>a 3 . 
ay R : 
` m 
be we” 
” š 
tie t 
~y 
wees ` 
k * + 
PKSR 
pm 
Ww 
. 
a bee 
, 
P pa ass 
è i 
wig e Che 
$ pa 
+ ed, rey “3 
nia Sen 
a k 
. a i 


: nn 
, -; 
u igs 
y ži 
“y 
i ` 7 
; : 
: : 
2 
tr . EA at 
a 
` A 
h . 
A ‘ - 
l * pm 
a 
t k 3 
` i- 
r4 
`. G 
P Ea whe 4 
om ‘ 
` í Pi a, 
at = 
e 
ae 
pa 
we 
? : ý 
> j p3 
M 
` 
4 = 
ee 
af Za 
“ = 
. ¥ it ow 
~- . 
é 7 ap 
erie = ” 
‘ 
: 
ea 
7 
wa e- | vare 
ra te ant : 
pa Aie 
e~d p v 
o ý 1 
b y 
. ` TL , 
ei Is , 
er h 
` 
© 


ay RS 


“k 


» 


Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
by; 


Original with; 


Digitized 


igital Library 


Panj 


Punjab Legislative Assembly 
Debates 


31st March 1950 
= Vol. I—No. 19 
K 
5 OFFICIAL REPORT. 
; 
CONTENTS. 
Friday, 3ist March 1950 
Page 
Question Hour... oe f (19) 1 
Starred Questions and Answers i (19) 1 
se Short Notice Questions and Answers . (19) 18 
‘ i ; Unstarred Questions and Answers (19) 24 
a S Sitting of Assembly on Saturday, Ist April 1950 ... .. (18) 36 
i Election to E. P. and B. B. and C. I. Railways Local Advisory 
Committees s a oe (19) 36 
Bills— 
New Townships (Street Lighting and Water Supply) Fees (19) 37 
a Abolition of Village Cess (Kuri Kamini) 
y 


B i z oe s ` i a, ‘ els 
DAA Oe te EE A 9g Udy AREA ST SAU Cad 
NPL SETS aie a a a ; i CEN UAN 
AY S, i my T aA e. e avy na MD or ~ Ka Á -4 4 bi ee aw ae ES OT G 


4 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha ` 
Digitized by; f 
Panjab Digital Library 


sja 
ri? 


pate gan 


a G 


een te -a ap ale ghp iii annaran ti a ao aid ne 


“Ae 


A. 


> 
e H 
fs] 
-q u 
s ` A Zal 
S vet 
> N 4 
a — 

E = 
< S aD 
8S 40 
Bod oS 

5 

A N O 
S'e Ie 
SFT 
` Bae 
Oa A A 


- > 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 


PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


FIRST SESSION OF THE FIRST PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Friday, 31st' March 1950. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Simla, at 10 a. m. of the 
clock. Mr. Speaker (The hon. Sardar Kapoor Singh) in the Chair. 


QUESTION HOUR. 


Mr. Speaker: I find that there are so many short notice questions 


that the whole hour would be taken up bv those questions. I think it would 
be better if we straightaway proceed with short notice questions, 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Out of these there are many questions notice of 
which had, been given some time back. 


_ Mr Speaker: Many short notice questions appearing on the list are 
very unimportant questions. While, formerly questions on the policy of 
Government were put and replied to at short notice, now I find that very 
unimportant matters are raised through short notice questions, so much so that 


-if a person is arrested, a short notice question is put. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: As nothing is done in the ordinary way, the 
necessity of giving notices of short notice questions becomes unavoidable. 


Mr. Speaker: I think it would be better if half an hour is given to 
sina) notice questions end the other half hour is devoted to short notice 
questions. 


Pe ED a eae 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
NEW ELECTRICITY CONNECTIONS GIVEN AT MOGA. 


*1761. Sardar Rattan Singh Gill: Will the hon. Minister for Labour be 
pleased to state :— 
(a) whethcr any new electricity connections have recently been given 


at Moga ; 
(b) the number of such new connections. 


(c) the procedure followed in selecting the parties to whom connec- 
tions are sanctioned ; 
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[S. Rattan Singh Gill.] 


(d) whether connections are given in the chronological order oj 
| O” applications received ; if so, the serial numbers of the applica- $ 
tions that have been sanctioned for new connections ; 
(e) the total number of applications received, sanctioned and 
pending ? 
Tke hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad : (a) Yes. 


(b) Since the date of taking over ofthe Moga Electric Supply 
Undertaking by the Electricity Branch (20th February 1949), 


31 new connections for domestic supply have been given. ‘ 
(c) After an application is received for supply of power, action to . T 
give supply is taken in the chronological order of the’application; x 
and connection is given in the chronological order of the Test ¥ 
Report. | 
(d) Yes (See attached list of connections given). 


Domestic Industrial 


(e) Applications (Including applications 
received. 617 94 for change-in-name and 
| re-connections). 
| Applications (including applications 
| sanctioned. 58 1 for change-in-name 
| . | and re-connections). 
| Applications (connections will be 
| pending. 559 93 given as soon as the 


generating capacity of 
the Station has been 
augmented). 

List of connections given. 


Application No. Order of connection ` Application No. Order of connec’ ion 


given given. 

962 1 995 16 

964 2 996 17 , 

| 965 3 998 18 
966 4 999 29 ~ 
970 5 1002 20 | 
973 | 6 1003 21 - 
974 7 1004 22 
977 8 1005 23 
978 9 1008 24 , 
980 10 1009 25 i 
983 11 1010 26 
990 12 1011 27 ! 
991 13 1012 28 
992 14 1644 29 
993 15 1635 30 E 


1427 31 `g 
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Note :—(!) The gaps indicate applications for Industrial supply and/or 


applications for reconnections or of those parties who did not submit 
test repo ts. 

(2) The last mentioned three connections relate to the employees of the 
Branch. 


ED oes E 


SHRI RAJA RAM. 


*{765. Sardar Rattan Singh Gill : Will the hon. Minister for Labour 
ve pleased to state :— 


: (a) whether any complaints were received by the Government to 
the effect that Shri Raja Ram, President, Municipal Committee, 
= Moga had sold some medicines to the Municipal Committee, 
Moga from his own shop in contravention of section 48 of the 

Punjab Municipal Act ; 


(b) whether any enquiry has been held by the Government into the 
complaint ; if so, with what result; 


(c) if the answer to part {b) above be in the negative the action 
Government propose to take in the matter ? 


The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad: (a) Yes. 


(b) Yes. The recommendations of the Local officers are being 
awaited, 


(c) Does not arise. 


SHRI LEKH RAJ. 


*4766. Sardar Rattan Singh Gill: Will the hon. Minister for Labour 
be pleased to state :-— | 


(a) whether any complaints were received by the Government that 
Shri Lekh Raj, Municipal Commissioner of Moga has erected a 
large number of encroachments on a public street without the 
sanction of the Committee ; 


(b) whether any enquiries have been held into the complaint ; if so, 


with what result ? 
The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad: (a) Yes. 


(b) Yes, The Municipal Committee, Moga has been directed to 
consider the desirability of removing these encroachments 
under section 172 of the Punjab Municipal Act, 1911. 


— a ee 


MONTHLY PAY OF OFFICERS IN THE INDUSTRIES DEPARTMENT. 
*1671. Shri Prabodh Chandra : Will the hon. Minister for Development 
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[Shri Prabodh Chandra.] 


| (a) the number of officers drawing more than Rs. 200/- as monthly 


pay who were appointed in the Industries Department during - P 
the year 1949 ; fi 


ib) the nature of the work they are doing at present ? 
The hon, Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: (a) Nine. 


(b) A statement giving the necessary information is laid on the 
table.? 


GROW MORE FOOD CAMPAIGN. 3 


*1703. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Minister for , 
Development be pleased to state whether it is a fact that for the long list 
of over seventy Members of the District ‘Grow More Food Coramittee, the 
District Congress President, Rohtak was asked to suggest only three names 
of Congressmen for inclusion in that Committee ? 


The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: No. The President 
Congress Committee was instead requested to suggest some suitable persons. 


ee (OY ee OD, 


RECLAMATION OF WASTE LAND AND ITS REDISTRIBUTION. 


*1742. Dr. Sant Ram Seth: Will the hon. Minister for Development 
be pleased to state :— 


(a) the total number of acres of land under cultivation in the 
Punjab ; 

(b) the total number of acres of lund reclaimed during the year 
1948-49 and 1949-50 respectively ; 

(c) the total number of acres of waste or banjar land in the 
Punjab ; + 

(d) the methods Government propose to adopt to reclaim such land 
and the period within which it is proposed to be done ; 


(e) the method intended to be adopted for the redistribution of 
such land ; 


(f) whether Government propose to favour the Harijans substantially 
in the matter of such redistribution ? 
The hon, Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: (a) 13-5 million acres. 
b) 1948-49 Nil. 
1949-50 6459 acres. 
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(c) 26 lakh acres, 

(d) It is proposed to reclaim such lands with the help of heavy tractors 
as and when funds are available. For the present it has been 
decided to cultivate with tractors the areas abandoned by 
Muslims and which are at present lying uncultivated. 


(e) Matter is under consideration of Government, 


(f) No. 


SUJI AND MEDA. 


*1743. Dr. Sant Ram Seth: Will the hon. Minister for Development 
be pleased to state :— 
(a) whether Government is aware that suji and meda are available 
for sale in the Punjab, although there is restriction on their 
manufacture and sale ; 


(b) whether there is any restriction in the Punjab on the sale of 
meda imported from Australia ; 

(c) if the answer to (b) is in the negative, whether the Government 
has considered the advisability of allowing one mill for milling 
suji and meda in bags for sale to the confectioners who prepare 
baken bread, suji bread, pastries and cakes etc. etc ? 


The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: (a) Government have no 
information. 


ib) Yes. 


(c) Does not arise. 


aos oe RS PE 


SUPPLY OF SUGAR TO MURABA WALLAS 


*1744. Dr. Sant Ram Seth: Will the hon. Minister for Development 
be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether it is a fact that muraba wallas in the Punjab are 
getting quotas of sugar directly from the Government of 
India ; if so, the total quantity of sugar thus supplied for 
the whole of the Punjab per annum ; 

(b) whether the Punjab Government was ever consulted by the 
Centre before allowing this quota to muraba wallas ? 

The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: (a) According to the 
present position muraba wallas in the Punjab are not getting 
quotas of sugar directly from the Central Government. 

(b) Does not arise. 


ce am wee eons 
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PLANTATION OF TREES. 


*1746. Dr. Sant Ram Seth: Will the hon. Minister for Development 
be pleased to state :— 


(a) the total number of trees planted in the Punjab through 
official agency during the year 1948-49 and 1949-50 respectively : 


(b) the number of matured and unmatured plants out of them ; 
(c) the source of water supply for these plants ; 
(d) the total cost of planting these trees ? 


The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Siagh Bajwa ; (a) 1948-49 About 5,91,000 
1949-50 About 28,32,500 


(b) Trees take a long time to grow and it is yet too early to give 
any information about their maturity. However, the success 
to date is about 60%. 


| © (c; Canals, water-courses, rainfall, wells and artificial watering 
by hand pumps etc. 


| (d) About rupees one lakh. 


a TREY Se a eR 


RICE DEALERS ASSOCIATION AT MOGA. 


*1762. Sardar Rattan Singh Gill: Will the hon. Minister for Develop- 
ment be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether it is a fact that about 50,090 maunds of rice are lying 
with the Rice Dealers Association at Moga and that these 
have not been taken delivery of by the Government in spite 
of their repeated requests ; 


(b} how and when does the Government propose to dispose o 
these stocks ; 


! (c) whether this delay in taking delivery of rice has resulted in 
: deterioration in the quality anda loss in weight of the rice 
for want of proper and adequate storage arrangements ? 


The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: (a) Yes. x 


(b) The stocks have since been allocated for export. 


(c) No. 


| Sardar Bachan Singh: “May I know whether the stock in question 
| was removed from the place after the receipt of this question by the 
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Minister: If notice is given, the date can be ascertained. 
WHEAT. 


*1763. Sardar Rattan Singh Gill: Will the hon, Minister for Develop- 
t be pleased to state :— l 


(a) whether the Government is aware of the fact that a large 
quantity of procured wheat has been spoiled in the State due 
to want of proper and adequate storage arrangements and 
delay in the issue of disposal instructions ; 


(b) the approximate quantity of wheat thus spoiled ; 
(c) who is responsible for this state of affairs ; 
(d) the action Government propose to take in the matter ? 


The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: (a) Yes, but the damage 
was not due to either inadequate storage accommodation or 
delay in the issue of disposal instructions. 


(b) 7482 maunds approximately. 


(c) An enquiry into the affair has revealed that the responsibility. 
for this damage lay on the then D. F. C. Ambala. 


(d) The D. F.C. has since been retrenched from the Department 


a. and further action in the matter is under the consideration 


of Government. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Will the hon. Minister be pleased to state 


whether the wheat spoiled in the State was in fact spoiled at many places 
and not at Ambala alone ? l 


Minister : The wkeat was spoiled at Ambala. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Is it not a fact that the Government itself 
stated some days back that there were no proper arrangements for storage 
of wheat etc. ? 


Minister : Necessary arrangements are being improved upon. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Isit not a fact that wheat was spoiled for want 
of proper arrangement of storage ? 


Minister : The loss is due to rains. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: Is it a fact that “there was some loss of storel 
wheat at Moga also ? 
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Minister : This can be replied to, if notice is given. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: The original question was asked for the whole 
of the State. The hon. Minister has stated the loss at Ambala alone. May - 
I know the logs suffered at Ludhiana ? 


Minister: At present, I can’t tell that, ButIcan do so, if due notice’ 
is given. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Is it a fact that the wheat spoiled at Ambala 
was mixed in foodgrain and was given in regular rations ? 


Minister: It is quite wrong that wheat unfit for human consumption . 
was issved on ration cards. | 


Shrimati Sita Devi: When Sardar Ujjal Singh was the Minister this a 
thing was brought to his notice and he, in fact, admitted it. 


Minister : He is not present to-day, otherwise I would have asked him 
and let the hon. Member know about it. | 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Are not the hon. Minister and the Director of the 
Department expected to know such matters? Is it nota fact that wheat 
unfit for human consumption was mixed in the ration ? 


. Minister: Wheat which was unfit for human consumption was not 
mixed at all in the ration. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Will the hon. Minister make enquiries in the 
matter ? ` 


Minister: I am aware of it but still if the hon. Mem er desires I can 
make further inquiries. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Will the hon. Minister ask the Civil Supplies 
Officer of Jullundur to furnish information about the quantity of such bad 
wheat mixed in the ration ° 


Minister : JI can do so provided notice is given. 


RATIONS. 


*1764, Sardar Rattan Singh Gill: Will the hon. Minister for Develop- 
ment be pleased to state :— x 


(a) whether a written complaint was made to the District Organiser, 
Civil Supplies, Ferozepore that Shri Raja Ram, President, 
Municipal Committee, Moga has been drawing rations fo- 
some of the Members of his family who are employed in th; 
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(b) the action taken by the Government in the matter ? 
The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: (a) No. 


~ (b) Does not arise. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: May I know if it has come to the knowledge 
of the hon. Minister that some of the Members of Shri Raja Ram’s family are 
staying outside the rationed area and yet ration is being drawn for them ? 


Minister: That complaint has not yet come to me. 


DISPOSAL OF THE MOTOR CAR BELONGING TO RANA ABDUL HAMID. 


*1535. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabili- 
tation be pleased to state whether the answer to my starred question No. 1157, 
notice of which was given in October 1949, is ready ? 


The hon; Dr. Lehna Sinago Sethi: The qnestion No. *1157 and its 


answer are as follows : 
QUESTION 
Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation be pleased to State :— 


(a) whether it is a fact that the motor car No. 2278 E. P.J. 
belonging to Rana Abdul Hamid of: Rahon was taken into 


custody by the Custodian of the Evacuee Property, Jullundur 
District; if so, the date thereof ; 


(b) whether it is a'fact that this car has since been disposed of ; 
if so, how and when ; 


(c) whether,. it. was sold by public auction, if not, the reasons 
. thereof ; 


y (d) the name of the person to whom this car was sold together 
with his full home address i 


(e) the total price paid for the an car together with the total 
eo repairing cost ; 
(£) whether the repairing cost of the car in question was deducted 
from the sale price ; 


l (g) whether any motor Mechanic or mechanical Engineer was con- 
i sulted by the Custodian or any other officer before fixing the 
price of the car, if so, the name of the officer so..consulted 
togetlier with tLe consulting fee paid to him z 


i (h) how the price of the motor car :was. aeteenined ana who was 
Original with; 
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{Minister for Rehabiliation] 


(i) Whether there is any provision in the rules authorising the 


Government to give an evacuee property on evaluation, if so, | 
quote the rule ? > 


ANSWER 
(a) Motor cat’ No. 2278 E. P. J. belonging to Rana Abdul! Hamid’ 
-of Rahon was under the charge of’ Peace” Committee’ Rahon 
for sometime after which it was handed over to Master 
Kabul Singh on 4-9-48 by the President of the Committee 
under orders of the Deputy Commissioner before the same 
could be taken over by the Asstt. Custodian Evacuee 


thy 


sW ene | < 
Property of the district of Jullundur ; j 
(b) the Car was sold on evaluation or 17-9-48 ; 
(c) it was not sold by public auction but given on evaluation 
under orders of Government, 
(d) the car was sold to Master Kabul Singh. His home address 
is :—Village Gobindpur, Tehsil Nawanshehr, District Jullundur. 
(e) the car was evaluated at Rs. 1750/- and after allowing Rs. 1386/- 
claimed by Master Kabul Singh on account of repairing charges 
Rs. 364/- were realizéd in cash. 
(f) yes. 
(g) Shri P. N. Sahni General Manager Omni Bus Service, Jullundur 
was consulted by the Deputy Commissioner as Deputy Custodian 
but no remuneration was paid to him. 
(h) The price was determined on recommendation of Shri P.N. 
Sahni. Under the rules Evaluation Committee of the District > 
is the proper authority for fixing the price. ye 
p 
(i) evacuee property can be given on evaluation in accordance 
with the rules embodied in memorandum No. 1971 dated 
27/29th November. 1947 addressed to all Deputy Commissioners : 
in the East Punjab, copy where of is en closed! 
NATIONAL MEDICAL ASSOCIATION OF INDIA, PUNJAB BRANCH. < 
*1647. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Minister for = 


Rehabilitation be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether the National Medical Association of India, Punjab 
Branch has represented to the Government their grievances 
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regarding the new enactments which affect medical practitio- 
ners ; if so, the result thereof ; 


a (b) whether the printed memórandum circulated by the said, 
Association has been given due consideration by the 
Government ? 


The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: (a) and (b). Yes. Government are 
considering the question of revising the Indian Medical Degrees (East Punjab 
Amendment) Bill, 1949, as published in the Government Gazette, dated the 
12th October, 1949, in order to meet the demands of the unregistered medical 
practitioners, as far as possible. 


WORK CENTRES FOR REFUGEES. 


*1714. Mehta Ranbir Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Development 
be pleased to state :— 


(a) the names of the work centres started by the Government 
after the liquidation of the refugee camps in the State ; 


(b) the number of refugees, both male and female, working in 
these centres and the type of work being done therein ; 
(c) the average income of the refugees working in the centres 


(d) whether the Government proposes to open more work centres ; 
if so, when ? 


The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: (a) The names of the 
Work Centres started are as follows :— 


Wood Work. 
Foundry and Engineering. 
p Agricultural Implements. 
Metallic Fittings. 
Lock Making. 
Cutlery and Surgical Instruments. 
Druggets and Carpets. 
Pottery. 
Sports Goods. 


> Shoe and Leather Goods. 


Hosiery. 
Hats and Caps. 
Soap Making. 
’ Oil Pressing. 
Dyeing and Calico Printing. 
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{Minister for Development] 
Laundrying. 
Wool Spinning and Weaving. 
Cotton Weaving 
_ Munj Matting. 
Tent Making. 
Silver and Lacquer work 
Glass Bangles. 


= (b) About 1200. The names of the Work Centres maae 1e 
type of work being done therein. 

(c) The average income of workers employed in these centres 
ranges from -/4/- to Rs. 1/8/- per day. The income varies 
with the nature of work in a trade and the experience gained 
by the workers. 


(d) No. - The number of Workers may, however, be increased if 
more refugees are willing to undertake work. 


:or~ Mehta Ranbir Singh: Will the hon. Minister please tell us the names 
of the work centres and the places where they are situated ? 


z z::Minister : -F have already stated the names of the work centres but 
as to the places where they are situated, I require notice. 


Mehta. Ranbir Singh: May I know the number of refugees working 
a CO x 


Minister: I require notice for that. 


Mehta. Ranbir Singh: Will.the hon. Minister please tell us the 
maximum number of refugees working at any time in the work centres? - 


Minister : If the hon. Member gives notice, necessary information 
` r 
will be gollected. 


J tir. Speaker: The hon. Members in reality do not ask questions to 
seek useful information. On the other hand they try to cross-examine 
the hon. Minister with the result that the Houseis not able to dispose of 
as many questions as ordinarily it would. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: The hon. Minister has said that the income of 
a refugee ranges from -/4/- to Rs. 1/8/- per diem. May I know whether Govern- 
ment gives ary subsidy to the refugees who earn only annas four a day ? 
Minister : I require notice for that. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Is the hon. Minister aware that now-a-days 
even an unskilled labourer earns Rs. 2/- a day and finds it difficult to support 


his family ? Does he think that a refugee earning -/4/- per diem is able to 
Origiķal with; 


Punj@ Vidhanmalke both ends meet ? 
Digitized by; 
Panjab Digital Library 


A 
. a 
— > Y gä ` a maar | 


(1w 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS (19) 13 


Minister : This is a suggestion. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: May I know what was the scheme of the 
Government after closing down the camps to provide work to thousands of 
refugees in the work centres ? 


Minister: This does not arise out of the main question. But informa- 
tion will be collected if he gives notice. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Is the hon. Minister aware that the Government 
has provided 38 lakhs of rupees for work centres? If so, do I take it 
that this amount has been earmarked only for 1200 persons ? 


Minister: No. Government will utilize this amount according to 
its discretion. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: May I know whether widows having a number 
of children to support and working in these work centres, will be completely 
rehabilitated ? 


Minister: The object of these work centres is that the refugees 
learning different crafts sł ould be rehabilitated. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: My point is whether Government has prepared 
any scheme to rehabilitate these refugees after they have completed the 
course of training ? 


Chief Minister: After the completion of the training of the refugees, 
these work centres will be converted into co-operative societies and the same 
refugees will work there. Thus they would earn their living. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: May I know whether after the formation of 
co-operative societies, the widows who have received training, would be 
provided with sufficient work to be able to support their families ? 


Minister for Development : These co-operative societies would earn 
to the extent to which they work. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: My point is whether Government has any 
scheme up its sleeves under which it would provide these refugees with 
so much work that they would be able to derive sufficient income, because I 
know that otherwise there is not enough work by which they could eke out 
their living ? 


Minister: Work done in co-operative societies is not provided by the 
Government. It is the members themselves who arrange to get work and 
derive income from it with collective effort. | 


Shrimati Sita Devi: May I know whether there is any scope for the 
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[Shrimati Sita Devi] : 
- crafts which are being taught in the work centres and whether co-operative 
societies will succeed in making a good income ? 


Minister: Yes. There is ample scope for them. 


ee ee ore nee 


RENTS ETC. FROM MUSLIM EVACUEE PROPERTIES. 


*1715. Mehta Ranbir Singh : Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation 
be pleased to state :— . 


(a) the total amount realised by the Government ; 
(i) as rent of muslim evacuee urban immovable property ; 


(ii) as lease money from evacuee factcTFies ; 
(iii) as lard revenue from Muslim evacuee property. 


(b) the way in which the Government intends to spend the amount. 


(c) The arrears if any regarding part (a) (i) (ii) and (iii) above and 
the steps taken by the Government to realize the same ? 


The hon Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: (a) (i) Rs. 57,41,806/11/8 up to 3lst 
of January, 1950. ` 


(ii) Rs. 5,80,523/5/10 up to 3lst of December, 1949. 
(i) Rs. 66,13,104/- up to 31st January, 1950. 


. (b) A sum of Rs. 15 to 20 lakhs has already been spent on repairs 
and a sum of over 3 lakhs in payment of taxes etc, due to 
Government and Local Bodies. The balance it is hoped to 
utilize in one shape or the other for the benefit of displaced 

“persons, including payment of allowances to widows and 
destitute persons. No final decisions have been taken by the 
Government in this respect. 


(c) (i) Arrears on account of (a) (ì) up to 31st January, 1950 is Rs. 
23,92,533/- 


= (ii) Arrears on account of (a) (ii) up to 31st December, 1949 is Rs. 
12,61,665/7/6 


(iii) Arrears on account of (a) (iii) as it stood on 31st January, 1950 
is Rs. 20,29,678/=- <s 


District Rent Officers and Assistant Custodians are taking all necessary 
steps to recover the dues and they have been invested with powers of 
Assistant Collectors for this purpose. 


OE Mehta Ranbir Singh : The hon. Minister has stated that out of 51 lakhs 
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of rupees realized as rent from the Muslim Evacuee property, Rs 21 lakhs have 
been expended on the repairs of the houses. In other words, about 40% of 
the amount has been utilised for repair purposes. May I know what is the 
reason for such a high percentage of expenditure ? Isit due to the fact 
that extensive repairs have been carried out to the houses which had been 
demolished ? ` 


M nister : The hon. Member must be aware that a large number of 
houses belonging to Muslim evacuees were damaged and the expenditure on 
their repairs was naturally large. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: May I ‘know whether expenditure thus incurred 
was of a capital nature ? 


Minister: No. ` 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: May I know the speed with which recoveries of 
arrears are being made by the Government ? 


Minister: I require notice for this. But I may, however, state that 
the officers appointed for the realization of such arrears have been asked to 
expedite the recovery without harassing the defaulters, 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: May I know whether any suits were filed ‘against 
any person with a view to realize the arrears ? 


` Minister: I have no knowledge about it at present. If the hon. 
Member gives notice, I shall supply the required information to him, 


Mehta Rabir Singh: May I know if the Government realizes that in 
view of the huge arrears some action is necessary to be taken in this connect- 
ion? Has the Government any intention to change its policy with a view to 
realize the arrears ? ; : co 23 


Mintster: It is the intention of the Government to realize the arrears 
from them and also not to put them to any unnecessary incon venience.. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: In view of the huge arrears referred to by the 
hon. Minister in reply to (c) above, may I know how many rent deeds have 
so far been completed and- how much amount has been realized ? 
Is it a fact that so much exorbitant rent is realized from them that they find 
it difficult to make any payments and that in spite of the efforts of the 
officers, arrears go on accumulating ? 


\y Mr. Speaker: It is a suggestion. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: In spite of all these difficulties, has the Government 
decided to restore the 33% cut with a view to relieve the refugees from 
this burden ? | 
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Minister: This cut was dispensed with under the orders of the Central 
Government. Representations have been received by the Government to the | 
effect that 33% cut should be restored. It is the intention of the Government du 
to represent to the Central Government to restore this 33% cut. | 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: May I know if the Government has considered 
the point that the refugees who have left their houses and shops in West 
Pakistan and who have been allotted houses and shops here in this State, should 
not be charged any rent and that only book adjustments should be made ? 


Mr, Speaker: It is again a suggestion. — 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: No, Sir, it is a definite proposal for action. 


Mr. Speaker: There is very little difference between the two. > 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Sir, It has been stated by the hon. Minister in 
reply to part (c) above that arrears amounting to Rs, 30 lakhs are to be 
realized from the refugees. May I know if it is not a fact that these arrears 
are due to three times the land-revenue realized from them on the land 
allotted to them ? Is it also a fact that they are not in a position to pay these- 
arrears due to the realization of land revenue at very high rates ? 


Minister: It is not due to three times the land revenue as the hon. 
Member thinks. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Are these arrears from evacuee property due 
to lease money being realized at less rates ? Is it a fact that these arrears are 
also due to the weak policy of the Government in connection with the 
auctioning of the evacuee factories ? 


Minister: What the hon. Member says is not based on facts. The 
arrears are due to slumps in the trade. The arrears of lease money from | 
evacuee factories were mostly due to the dull business. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: Is it a fact that while leasing out the factories, : 
very high bids were given at the time of auction ? 


Minister: It may be so. 


Sardar . achan Singh: Was it not within the knowledge of the 
Government that the bids given by the refugees were very high? Did the 
Government realize that the rates at which these factories were leased out 
were very high ? 


vV Mr. Speaker: It is a matter of opinion and suggestion. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Is the Government prepared to consider the 
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not afford to pay so much exorbitant rent ? Js it alsoa fact that the arrears 
are also due»to their inability to pay the rent charged at exorbitant rates ? 


Minister: Ifthe Lady Member brings such cases to my notice where 
widows are unable to pay the rent which they are required to pay, I shall 


certainly consider those cases. 
$ 


Sbrimati Sita Devi: Have any definite instructions been issued to the 
rent officers not ty reduce the rents and also not to allow such payments on 


instalment basis ? 


Minister: That will be done by the Government. Ifthe Lady Member 
brings deserving cases to my notice I shall certainly reduce the rent. 


Sbrimati Sita Devi: Should I bring such deserving cases to the notice 
of the hon. Minister one by one ? Would it not be in the fitness of things 
if instructions were issued to the rent officers to do the needful ? 


Minister: If any such step is taken. by the Government, then the 
Lad’ Member would complain against vesting the rent officers with so many 
powers. í 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : The hon. Minister has just stated that the 
rent could be reduced under the orders of the Central Government. He has also 
been pleased to state in reply to the question put by the Lady Member 
Shrimati Sita Devi that he was prepared to reduce the rent of the evacuee 
houses in cases where any woman occupant had any genuine grievances May 
I know as to which of the two statements is correct ? 


Minister : My hon.’ Friend has not understood me. We can reduce 
the rent. So far as the restoration of the cutis concerned, it could be done 
with the permission of the Central Government. The hon. Lady. Member 
wanted to know whether ovr Government was authorized to reduce the rent In 
individual cases where it is found that the rent charged is unnecessarily 
high, rent can be reduced, 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Should I take it that our Government can 
reduce the rent in individual cases where a widow or any per:on cannot 
afford to pay the rent or where it finds that the rent charged is unnecessarily 
high, without referring these cases to the Central Government ? 


Minister : Government can do that. But in certain cases it cannot 
do that. For instance, Government cannot reduce the rent in such cases 
where the occupant having an income of Rs. 300/- per month pays Rs. 20/- 
per month as rent of the evacuee property. But Government can reduce the 
rent or even remit it in the cases of those widows who are very poor and 
cannot afford to pay it. 
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Shrimati Sita Devi: Is it not the intention of the Government to issue 
orders to the rent officers to reduce rent in special cases ? Would it not be 
in the fitness of things if, instead of bringing individual cases to the - 
notice of the hon. Minister, instructions are issued to the rent officers to 
reduce the rent in special cases orin other words empower the rent officers 
accordingly ? : 


Minister: There is every likelihood of their misusing such powers. 


Shrimati Sita Devi : Are they going to misuse their powers in the 
case of widows only ? 

Minister : We have already granted manv concessions to the widows 
and particularly with the idea that the Lady Member may not get any chance 
to make any further complaints. If more powers were to be given to 
the rent officers as referred to by her, there is every likelihood of their 
misusing them. 


ae =e 


SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


MURDER OF SARDAR GURA SINGH OF VILLAGE MAKHI KALAN, 
DISTRICT AMRITSAR. 


*2065. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state :— 
(a) Whether Government is aware of the fact that Sardar Gura Singh, 


a prominent Congress worker of village Makhi Kalan, Tehsil 
Patti, District Amritsar was murdered in the fields on 19-3-50. 


(b) Whether any of the local punitive police post employees followed 
the assailants of Sardar Gura Singh mentioned in part (a) above; 
if so, with what results ; 


(ii) whether the police employees who followed the assailants had 
any fire-arms with them ; if so, the number and the nature 
of such fire-arms ; 


(iii) the total number of the fire-arms at the police post on 15-3-50. 


(c) Whether the Assistant Sub-Inspector of Police in-charge of the 
aforesaid police post was present in the village on the day of 
the occurrence ; if not, the reasons therefor ; 


i (d) Whether any fire-arms were sent tothe afore-said police post 
by the District Police Head Quarters before 18-3-50; if so, 
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The hon. Dr. Gopi Chnd Bhargava: (a) Yes. It cannot be said with 
any certainty as to what connections the deceased had with 


the Congress. 


(b) As the information of murder was received by the police long 
after the assailants had:made good their escape, the question 
of the police following them did not arise. 


(i) Does not arise. 
(iit) Three rifles. 


(c) No. He was away in connection with the investigation of certain 
r cases which occurred in Makhi Kalan but he reached the scene 
of occurrence soon to take over the investigation. 


(d) No. Three rifles are kept at Police Station Bhikhiwind for this 
post in reserve to be issued in cases of emergency. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh: May I know why the Government did not send 
fire-arms to the police post at Makhi Kalan for the protection of the people ? 


Chief Minister: Rifles are not kept everywhere but in the armoury. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: May I know why the Government did not make 
any arrangement for the keeping of rifles at the post when the police post 
remained posted from November to March? In the absence of rifles, how 
could the police encounter the dacoits ? 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Wh>n more than two constables are posted at 
any police post, they are generally provided with rifles but when a sufficient 
number of police constables were deputed at this police post, why were rifles 
not sent ? 


p Chief Minister: I do not know what the hon. Member means by “suffi- 
cient number” of police constables. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: When more than two police constables were 
posted at the police post, may I know whether the rifles were not sent as they 
were not likely to be used or for some other reason ° 


Chief Minister: Rifles are not supplied generally unless they are to 
3 be used. 


= 1 5 ad eee 


Sardar Sajjan Singh : May I know whether the dacoits were armed 
with rifles ? 


\ Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member should not go into too many details. 


Sardar Sajjan Singh : How could the police successfully confront the 
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Chief Minister : Does not arise out of this question. 


ee re ee ee 


Ba) 
PROSECUTION OF SHRI RAM GOPAL AND AMAR CHAND OF SIMLA. 
*2068. Shri Virendra: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state :— 
| (a) ifitisa fact that Shri Ram Gopal and Amar Chand of M/S 
Bishambar Mal Gujar Mal, wholesale cloth merchants of 
Simla, were prosecuted for the alleged breach of clause 8 of g 
the East Punjab Cotton Cloth (Distribution) Order, 1948 ; e 


(b) if so, whcther, before launching the prosecution, opinion of the Legal 
Remembrancer to Government was obtained ; 


(c) if the answer to (b) above be in the affirmative, was the opinion given 
by the Legal Remembrancer accepted by Government and action taken in 
accordance with it; If not, why not ; 

(d) whether the attention of the Government. has been drawn to the 
Judgemet of the court discharging the accused in the case, and particularly to 
the remarks as regards the harrass nent to the accused caused by that frivolous 
prosecution ? if so, what action has the Government taken to punish these 


responsible for this unfortunate’ prosecution ; 


(e) if it isa fact that accused in the above-mentioned case were brought 
in handcuffs from the police lock-up to the court and paraded in that 
condition through the whole of the Lower Bazar ; ` 


(f) if in view of the judgment of the court, will Government consider pay- 
ment of handsome compensation to the aggrieved party, especially in view of 
the fact that the prosecution has caused considerable loss of reputation and 
mental and physical torture to innocent and respectable party over and - oe 
above the loss to the tune of thousands of rupees in business ; 


(g) if, after the challan had been put in court, Mr. G. S. Bedi, Civil 
Supplies Officer, Simla, was also made a co-accused in the case, and his 
service; terminated, if so, what compensation Government proposes to pay 
to him for’ this illegal discharge from service and harrassment and expense ‘ 
caused to him in defending himself against this malicious prosecution ? a 


The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: (a) Yes. 
(b) Yes. 


\ 


bien: (c) The advice given by the Legal Remembrancer to Government 
oo is always treated as confidential. 
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(d) First part—Yes. 
Second part—-As the prosecution was launched under the ordr 
of Government this part of the question does not arise. 


(e) Yes. They were brought in handcuffs from Police Station 
Sadar Simla, to the court of the Additional District Magistrate 
Simla, through the Lower Bazar, the shortest route. 


(f) In view of the provisions of section 16 of the Essential Supplies 
(Temporary Powers) Act, 1946, the question of payment of 
compensation does not arise. 


(g) (i) Mr. Bedi was a co-accused in the case but his retrenchment 
had nothing to do with this case. 


(ii) Mr. Bedi was a temporary Government servant and due to gen- 
eral retrenchment in October, 1949 his services were terminated 
under the usual procedure applicable to temporary Government 
servants. The question of payment of compensation to him, 


therefore, does not arise. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Is it a fact that the prosecution was launched, 
though the Chief Secretary and the Director Civil Supplies had given their 
Opinion against this prosecution ? 


Shri Dey Raj Sethi: Isit a fact that they were victimised on political 
onsite 4 . 
r. Speaker : It is a question of opinion. 
_ 


Sardar Ajit Singh : Is it not a fact that the Anti-Black=marketing Bill 
is being brought forward to deal with persons indulging in any such cases ? 


um. Speaker: It is a suggestion. 


Chief Minister: The Billhas not been brought merely on account of 
such a case. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: In view of the judgment of the court it appears 
that the case is malafide and in face of the fact that the accu.ed were brought 
handcuffed through the Lower Bazar, is the Government prepaied to give any 
compensation to the accused ? 


Chief Minister. I regret that I cannot disclose the information as the 
matter is confidential. wy 


ECONOMIC ADVISERS IN THE CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT. 


*2054. Sardar Bachan Singh: Willthe hon. Minister for Development 
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(Sardar Bachan Singh[ 
(a) the number of economic advisers in the Civil Supplies Depart- 


ment in the State ; 


(b) whether Government has prescribed any qualifications for = 
à persons to be appointed to these posts. 
(c if so, whether the persons appointed possess the prescribe 
qualifications ? 
The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa : (a) One. 
(b) The qualifications required are special experience and wide knowle : 
of economic problems. | ~~ 
‘(c) Yes. 
BOARD OF VAIDS AND HAKEEMS. 
*2053. Sardar Sajjan Singh : Will the hon. Minister for Rehabili:ation 
be pleased to state :— 
(a) whether any Board of Vaids and Hakeems under the Ayurvedic 
and Unani Practitioners Act of 1949 has been formed by the 
Government ; ifso, their list together with their full home 
addresses ; if not, the reasons therefor ; 
(b) the number of Vaids and Hakeems registered under the above- 
mentioned Act so far ? 
The hon. Dr, Lehna Singh Sethi: (a) No. The matte is receiving 
the consideration of Government. Efforts are being made to 
appoint the Board at an early date, 
(b) None. The registration of Vaids and Hakeems will be under- 
taken by the Board as soon as it is constituted. 
Sardar Bachan Singh : When the Bill was passed long ago, inay I know 
the reasons for delay in not constituting the Board of Vaids and Hakims ? ! 
Minister: The delay was caused as according to the Chopra Committee 
Report the Board was to be constituted on all-India basis. Moreover, I 
remained very busy with the work of allotment of land. 
Sardar Bachan Singh: The Report of the Chopra Committee wa; made p 


long before the Bill was passed. Is it because of the fact that the hon. 
Minister remained very busy that the Board could not be constituted ? 


_ Minister: J have stated plainly that I remained very busy with the | 
Original wich; Work of allotment of land. If it were not so, the Board would have been | 
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Sardar Bachan Singh: If the hon. Minister is now free from that werk, 
may I know when this Board will now be constituted ? 


Minister : The Board will be formed in the month of April, 1950. 


REGISTRAR UNDER AYURVEDIC AND UNANI PRACTITIONERS ACT. 


*2079. Shrimati Sita Devi: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation 
b> pleased to state :— 


(a) whether a Registrar under the Ayurvedic and Unani Practitio- 
ners Act of 1949 has been appointed ; if not, why not ; 


(b) whether nomination of Members to the Board under this \:: 


has been done so far!? 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Is not all this delay owing to the fact that the 
Government has a mind to withdraw the legislation that has been enacted 
in this connection? So far as I remember, some such indication was given 
in the last session. Does the Government want to annul the Act that has 
already been passed ? 


Minister : No, the Government has no such intention. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Is it not a fact that the late Colonel Nat had 
proposed the names for the Board in question in October last and the Chief 
Minister had also stated that the decision in the mattcr had been reached 
and that the Board would soon be constituted ? 


Minister: I have already stated that the matter has been delayed 
owing to my inability to find time for it due to several preoccupations. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Is the hon. Minister aware that since the Act has 
been passed, there is a likelihood of the Government inspectors harassing 
the vaids and hakims for not having got themselves registered ? 


Minister: Nobody has been put to trouble on this account, so far, 
nor is it proposed to take action or institute proceedings against anybody 
under the Act, until the Board in question has been constituted. 


i ee a ma 


OCCUPANCY TENANTS AND TENANTS-AT- WILL. 

*2025. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the hon. Minister for Education be 
pleased to state whether the grievances of the occupancy tenants and tenants- 
at-will of District Hoshiarpur have come to the notice of the Government 
through a printed open letter addressed to the Punjab Government, if so, 
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The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh: First part :-—Yes. 


Second part :—Is under the consideration of Government 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


475. Sardar Sajjan Singh : Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation 
be pleased to state :— 

(a) whether under the quasi permanent allotment scheme thé 
daughter-in-law, whose husband is alive and the father-in-law 
to whom her husband is entitled to succeed are allowed to have 
lands allotted at one and the same place; 

(b) whether any representations were received hy the Under 
Secretary Rehabilitation Department, Jullundur by Bibi Veero 
wife of S. Gurdip Singh of village Margindpura, District 
Amritsar, daughter-in-law, and her mother Sh. Ram Kaur, 
whom the daughter-in-law is to succeed praying that she may 
be allowed to get land allotted to her with S. Gurmej Singh 
alias Meja Singh of village Margindpura, her father-in-law, 
if so, the decision arrived at by the authorities concerned in 
the matter ? 

The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: (a) Yes, provideca application to this 
effect was put in before 30-11-1949. 


(b) Shri Meja Singh applied for allotment of Mst. Veero and her 
mother Mst. Ram Kavr with him. The request for allotment 
to Mst. Veero with him was covered by rules and has been 
accepted. His request for allotment of Mst. Ram Kaur with 
him which was tantamount to allotment away from her own 
collaterals and as such was not covered by rules was not 
accepted. Š \ 


! 


» LAND OF VILLAGE NUE WALA IN PATTI TEHSIL. 
476. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation 
be pleased to state:— 


(a) whether the land in village Nurwala, Tehsil Patti, District 
Amritsar, was temporarily allotted to ary person up to &lst 
January 1950 ; 


(b) (i) if the answer to part (a) above be in the affirmative, the 
list of temporaiy allottees along with the area aliotted them ; 


(it) the area actually cultivated and sown by each of the aforesaid 
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(c) total area of the aforesaid land with the following particulars :— 


(i) Cultivable Nahri ; 
(ii) Cultivable Barani ; 
dti) Kallar and Thoor ; 
(d) the grade in which the village mentioned in part (a) above has 
been put for purposes of qguasi-permanent allotment ; 
(e) whether the Government proposes to revise the grade in which 
the land of this village has been put ? 
The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: (a) Yes. 
(b) A list showing the names of temporary allottees, area a lotted and 
and area actually cultivated and sown is placed on the table." 
(c) The total area of this village is 414 acres. 


Nehri 131 Chahi 90 
Barani 134 — 
Banjar 37 (Ghair Mumkin) 14 
Thoor 8 = 
310 414 104 


(d) ist Grade. 
(e) No. 


Pe te es e aee 


IRREGULAR USE OF PETROL COUPONS IN MUKTSAR TEHSIL. 


477. Sardar Sajjan Singh ; Will the hon. Minister for Education be 
pleased to state :— ! 


(a) the number of motor cars and jeep cars of Muktsar tehsil in 


the Ferozepore district for which supplementary petrol coupons 
were issued for the months of August and September, 1948 ; 

(b) the number of jeep cars taken into custody by Guru Har Sahai 
police Station, district Ferozepore, in the month of August, 
1948 ; l 

(c) the dates on `which each of the jeep cars referred to above was 
taken into custody ; 

(d) whether it is a fact that jeep car No. P.B.F. now E.P.F. 942 was 
alto taken into custody by the police authorities Guru Har Sahai 
police station, Tehsil Muk'sar in the month of August, 1948 ; 

(e) the date on which each of the jeep cars referred to in part 
(c) above was released by the police ; 


(f) the quantity of petrol actually issued by the different petrol 
"dealers in lieu of the supplementary coupons issued for jegp 
car No. E. P. F. 942 referred to above up-till the time of 
its being taken into custody by the aforesaid police authorities; 


(g) whether the Government is aware of the fact that some of the 
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[Sardar Sajjan Singh] 
petrol coupons issued for some of the aforesaid jeep cars 
including jeep car No. 942 were sold illegally and cashed after 
the cars having been taken into police custody ; j 
(h) whether it is a fact that complaints were made to the District 
Magistrate, Ferozepore regarding the irregularities referred to 
in part (g) above; if so, what action, if any, has been taken 


thereon ? 
The hon. Sardar Narotam Singh : (a) Three. 
(b) Three. i 
(c) PBF-942 on 17-8-48, PBF-1013 & DLA-4422 on 30-8-48. ‘ 
. (d) Yes. 


(e) Jeeps Nos. PBF-942 and PBF-1013 were released on 24-1-49 
and Jeep No. DLA-4422 was returned to the owner as it was 
unserviceable. 

(f) Figures are not available as coupons are valid throughout India , 
and itis not possible to check it from all petrol dealers in 
India. ! 

(g) A complaint has been received in respect of one jeep only and 
the same has been investigated. 

(h) Yes. No action is called for. 


ENT Al | 


QUASI PERMANENT ALLOTMENT OF LAND 
478. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation be ' 
pleased to state— 
(a) whether the allotments of Bharariwal, Fatah: ur, Tungpani, 
Tungbala, Jandiala and other suburban area adjacent to 
Amritsar has been completed under the quasi permanent 
scheme ; if so, the list of the persons to whom the land in each 
of the aforesaid villages or towns has been allotted, to-gether 
with the area allotted to each one of them ; 
(b) whether all the allottees mentioned in part la} above were 
holding any lands in the towns or suburbs of Pakistan; if so, the 
list of the areas in which each one of them was holding lands i 
in Pakistan ; | 
(c) if the answer to (b) above bein the negative the reasons for 
allotting them lands in the suburban locality ? 
The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: (a) Yes. Statement ‘A’ 
attached! gives the necessary list. = 
?- (b) No. Statement ‘B’ attached! gives the names of those who were 
not suburban claimants but have been settled in areas men- 
tioned in (a). 
(c) The information asked for has been given in Statement ‘P’. 
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REGISTRATION OF TRADE UNIONS. 


479, Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Local Self 
Government and Labour be pleased to state :— 
i (a) the list of the Trade Unions with their full addresses which 
applied for registration during 1949 ; 

(b) whether there is any union out of these referred to in part (a) 
above which could not be registered ; if so, the reasons 
therefor ; 

(c) whether any workers unions of Nangal and Bhakra applied to 


> the Registrar, Trade Unions, Punjab for registration of their 
Unions during January, 1950 ; if so, with what resuit ; 


f 
T (d) the list of unions referred toin part (c) above, with their full 
addresses ? j 
The hon. Shri Prithvi Siagh Azad: (a) arid (b) Th: time and trouble 
involved in collecting the information will not be’ commensurate 
with any possible benefit to be obtained. 
(c) No. 
| (d) Does not arise. 
QUASI PERMANENT ALLOTMENT OF LAND. 
450. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation be 
pleased to state :— 
(a) whether the allotment of village Chakbala, also known as 
Pala Chak, Tehsil Amritsar has been completed under the 
quasi permanent scheme ; 
(b) (i) whether any area in the village referred to above has been 
N allotted to any local colonists ; if so, the area allotted to 
each one of them ; 
' (ii) whether any local colonists have been refused allotment in this 
° village ; if so, the reasons therefor, and the area to which they 
were entitied ; 
i (c) whether any persons of other than Amritsar Tehsil have 
| been allotted lands ìn this village ; if so, the reasons therefor ? 
A The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: (a) Yes. 
i (b) (i) Yes. 12-1} standard acres have been allotted to vne local 
| colonist. 
' ee 
(11) No. 
(c No, 
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APPLICATIONS RECEIVED BY STEEL LICENSING OFFICER. 


481. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Development 
be pleased to state :— 


(a) the number of applications received by the Steel Licensing 
Officer, Punjab Government, Kalka, from each district, from 
persons asking for permits for iron and steel to be used for 
repairs of their houses or for new constructions during the 
vear 1949 ; 


(b) the number of the applications district-wise which were sanction- 
ed upto 28th February 1950 and the quantity of steel and iron 
permitted in each district for repairs and for new construc- 
tions, respectively ; 


c) the number of the applications referred to in part (a) which were 
rejected upto 28th February 1950 ; 


(d) the number of casesin which information regarding rejection 
was communicated to the applicants referred to in part (c) ; if 
not, the reasons therefor ; 


(e) (i) the number of applications received before 21st November 
1949, which are still pending ; 
(ii) when they are expected to be disposed of ; 
(iii) reasons for delay, if any, in their disposal ? 


The hon. Sardar Ishar Singh Mujhail: The required information is 
tiven in the enclosed statement. 


- 


caer oea Uae 


ALLOTMENT OF LAND. 


482. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation be 
pleased to state :— 


fa) whether the allotment of lands in village Bharowal Alladin Pura, 
Qazikot of Tehsil Taran Taran, District Amritsar, has been 
completed ; 


(b) whether any area in the village referred to above has been 
declared suburban area ; 


(c) whether the temporary allottees who were allotted lands in these 
villages temporarily, have been disturbed at the time of quasi 
permanent allomtent; if so, the reasons for each case of distur- 
bance i 


a a, 
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(d) whether any persons have been allotted lands in any of the 
aforesaid villages, who were neither the temporary allottees nor 
local colonists there ; if so, the reasons for each case ? 


The hon. Dr, Lehna Singh Sethi: (a) The allotment of village Bharowal 
and Qazikot (Rakh Dinawal) has been completed. There is no 
muslim evacuee area in village Allahdinpura. 


(b) No. 
(c) Village Qaztkot. 
No temporary allottee has been disturbed. 
v uiage Bharowal. 
60 sitting allotees were disturbed. Statement ‘A’ placed on the 
table gres reasons for disturbance in each case. 
(d) Village Qazikot. 
Area being available after meeting {the demand of sitting 
allottees, four others were accommodated. These were other- 
wise eligible for settlement in Tehsil Tarn Taran and were small 
allottees. 
Village Bharowal, 
Seven non-sitting allottees, who were not local colonists, have 


been accommodated for consolidation of close relations. State- 
ment‘B’ placed on the table! gives detailed information. 


Cee GE Cee 


QUASI PERMANENT ALLOTMENT OF LAND. 


483. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation be 
pleased to state’: — 

(a) whether the allotment at Tarn Taran Town of Amritsar District 
has been completed under the quasi permanent scheme ; 

(b) whether any persons who were neither the landowners in any 
urban or suburban locality in Pakistan nor were the local 
colonists have been allotted lands in this town; if so, the 
reasons for each such case of allotment ; 


‘c\ the list of the persons to whom land in this town has been 
aliotted together with the area which each one of them has 
been allotted under the quasi permanent scheme ; 


(d) the area each one of these allottees was holding in the Towu 
or suburban locality in Pakistan before migrating and the names 


of such localities ? 
1. Kept in the Library. 
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The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: (a) Tarn Taran comes under the 
category of urban area and the scheme for allotment of agricul- 
tural lands within the civic limits of urban town has not yet 
been finalised. 

(b) Does not arise. 


(c) Does not arise. 


(d) Does not arise. 


QUASI PERMANENT ALLOTMENT OF LAND. 


484. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation 
be pleased to state :— 
(a) whether the allotment of land at village Walaithshahwala, 


Tehsil Zira, District Ferozepore, under the quasi permanent 
scheme has been completed ; 


(b) whether any land of this viilage was allotted to any displaced 
persons during 1949-50; if so, the list of such persons ; 


(c) whether any land has been allotted to the temporary allottees 
mentioned in part (b) above, or their fathers under the quasi 
permanent scheme ; if not, the reasons therefor ; 


(d) whether any of the persons referred to in part (b) above got 
the land allotted to himself in place of his father on the ground 
-of his being too old and weak to cultivate the land ? 


The hon. Dr. Lehna Singn Sethi: (a) No. Khasra Nos. have been 
marked but allotment orders have not yet been issued. 
(b) No, | 
(c) Does not arise, 
(d) Does not arise. 
QUASI PERMANENT ALLO MENT OF LANDS. 


485. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation 
be pleased to state :— 


(a) (i) whether the allotment of lard under the quasi perma: ent 
scheme at village Kang, Tehsil Tarn Taran, has been completed; 

(ii) grade of the land of this village ; 
(b) whether any of the temporary allottees who were colonists of 
the adjacent village, Malchak, and were holding tenancy land 


in village Kang, have been disturbed ; if so, the reasons for 
each case of disturbance ? 


Punj4b Vidhan Sabha 


Digitized by; 
Panja 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS (19) 31 


The hon. Dr. Lebna Singh Sethi: (a) (i) Yes. 


(ii) First grade. 


Dii 


(b) Yes, 4 temporary allottees who were colonists of Malchak have teen 
disturbed. Two of these were biger ailottees with 14 standard 
acres each and the other two had to make room for blood 
relations of temporary allottees. Of the six allottees who have 
been accommodated in this village, three were sitting allottees 
and the other three were their blood relations. They are all 
colonists of the village and already own land there. Besides, 
none of them was a bigger allottee than any of those who have 
been disturbed. 


QUASI PERMANENT ALLOTMENT OF LAND. 


483. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilita- 
tion be pleased to state :— 


(a) the names of the cities, towns fand the villages respectively 
which have been declared as urban and suburban areast 
for the purposes of allotment of lands under the quasi-permanen 
scheme in the Tehsil of Tarn Taran, District Amritsar ; 


(b) the total evacuee cultivable area in each of these localities; 


(c) whether any such persons have been allotted lands in areas 
referred to in part (a) above, under the quasi-permanent 
scheme, as were neither the local colonist nor were holding 

A lands in any of these loca'ities of Pakistan, which were declared 
as urban and suburban for purposes of allotment by the Punjab 


. Government; if so, the list of such persons along with their full 
addresses and the reasons for allotting them lands in these 
localities; 
(d) the names of the allottees who have been allotted lands in the 
localities referred to in part (a) above and the names of the 
| localities referred to in part (c) in which they weré holding 
-~ lands prior to their migration to India ? 
The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: 
pis (a) Urban. Tarn Taran 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha Suburban. 1. Palasaur, 2. Jodhpur, 3. Boghe. | 
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[Minister of Rehabilitation] 


(b) Urban. Tarn Taran 1 standard acre 8 units 
Suburban, Palasaur 1510 i 
Jodhpur 8 M Ti a 
Boghe 26 j 
(c) Urban 
Urban land has been excluded from quasi-permanent ailot- 
ment. 
Suburban 


Yes. Statement ʻA’ placed on the table! gives the names of 
allottees,who were neither local colonists nor suburban clai- 
mants and the area allotted to each of them. 
They have been accommodated in these villages because area 
was available after meeting the de nand of suburban claimants 
and they were sitting allottees of these villages and had 
abandoned Grade I land in Pakistan. . 

(d) Statement ‘B’ placed on the table! gives the necessary 
information regarding suburban claimants settled in these 
Villages. 


QUASI PERMANENT ALLOTMENT OF LAND. 


487, Sardar Sajjan Sing): Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing :— 


(a) the names of cities towns and'the villages respectively which have 

been declared as urban and suburhan areas for the purposes 

- of allotment of lands under the quasi permanent scheme in 
the tahsil of Amritsar, district Amritsar; 


(b) the total evacuee cultivable area ın each of these localities ; 


(c) whether any such persons have been allotted lands in areas refer- 
red to in part (a) above under the quasi peremanent scheme, as 
were neither the local colonists nor were holding lands in any of 
those localities of Pakistan which have declared as urban and 
suburban for purposes of allotment by the Punjab Government: 
if so, the list of such rersons along with their full addresses, 

and the reasons for allotting them lands in these localities ; 


(d) the names of the allottees who have been allotted land in the 
| localities referred to in part (a) above and the names of the 
| localities referred to in part (c) in -which they were holding 


i lands prior to their migration to India ? 
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The hon, Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: (a) and (b) Statement ‘A’ attached! 


gives the necessary information. 
(c) Urban, 
The scheme for urban allotment has not yet been finalized. 


Suburban. 


Yes. Statement ‘B’ attached! gives the names and addresses of such 
persons. | 


_ Reasons for allotment in suburban area to Major General Tara Singh, 
Brig. Manak Shah were given in answer to starred question 1334? and for 
Sardar Mohan Singh and Bros, to starred question Na. 15733 


(d) Statement ‘C’ giving the requisite information is enclosed}, 


AE Sey Wp 


QUASI PERMANENT ALLOTMENT OF LAND 


488, Sardar Sajjan Singh ; l Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation 
be pleased to state :— _ 


(a) the names of the cities, towns and the villages respectively 
which have been declared as urban and suburban areas for the 
purpose of. allotment of lands under the quasi-permanent 
scheme in tahsil Ajnala, district Amritsar ; ; 


(b) the total evacuee cultivable area in each of these localities; 


(c) whether any such persons have been. allotted lands in areas 
referred to in part (a) above under the quasi-permanent scheme 
as were neither the local colonists nor were holding lands in anv 
of these localities of Pakistan which have been declared as 
urban and suburban for purposes of allotment by the Punjab 
Government ; if so, the list of such persons along with their 
full addresses and the reasons for allotting them lands in these 
localities ; 


(d) the names of the allottees who. have been. allotted lands in 
the localities referred to in part (a) above and the names of 
the localities referred to in part (c) in which they- were holding 
lands prior to their migration to India ? | 


E The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: (a a) No city, town or Tor in 
Ajnala Tahsil has been declared as urban or suburban area. 
There is only one town Ram Dass which could be called urban. 


e- 


There is no evacuee area it this Town. 


Ba amaie ee emeetions ——— M 
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(Minister for Rehabilitation.] 


(b) Does not arise. 
(c) Does not arise. 


(d) Does not arise, 


QUASI PERMANENT ALLOTMENT OF LAND. 


489. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation be 


pleased to state :— & 


(a) whether the allotment of lands under the quasi permanent 
scheme at village Bhojian, Tahsil Tarn Taran has been 
completed ; 

(b) names of the adjacent villages which touch the bourdary of 

villages mentioned in part (a) above ; 


` 


(c) whether any local colonist of the villages referred to in part (b) 
above, has been allotted lands in the village referred to in 
part (a) above, under the quasi permanent scheme ; ìf not, 
the reasons therefor ; 


(d) whether any persons who are the colonists of Amritsar and 
Ajnala Tahsils have been allotted lands in village Bhojian, 
mentioned above ; if so, the list of such persons together with 
their home addresses and the reasons for allotting them lands 
out of their Tahsil areas ; | 

(e) whether any temporary allottees of the said villages who were 
the colonists of Tarn Taran Tahsil have been disturbed in 
this village under the quasi permanent scheme ; if so, the 
reasons therefor and the list of such persons with their 
addresses ; 

(f) whether any person has been allotted more than 40 acres of 
land in this village; if so, the list of such persons and the 
reasons therefor ; 

(g) whether the Government proposes to allot Jands in this village 
to the colonists of the village referred to in part (b) above; 
if not, the reasons therefor ; 

(h) what action, if any, does the Government propose to take in 
connection with the irregularities brought to the notice of 
the Government regarding the allotment in this village ? 

The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: (a) Yes. 


(b) Village Mirpur, Panjwar, Bhaini, Matwan, Gill Varaich and 
Kot Dharam Chand Kalan. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS (19) 38 


{2} Yes, the local colonists of villages Panjwar, Bhaini, Matwan, 

Gill Varaich and Kot Dharam Chand Kalan have been allotted 
a land in this village. } 

(d) No. 

(e) Yes. Statemnet ‘A’ placed on the table! gives the requisite 
information. 

(f) No. 

(g) No, because no area is available in this village after meeting 
the demand of sitting allottees. 

(h) Does not arise. 


>= ee 
VACATION OF HOUSES BY TENANTS-AT-WILL. 


490. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation 
be pleased to state :— 

(a) whether the non-Muslim tenants-at-will of the evacuee lands 
who have cultivated these lands since long under their 
Muslim landlords will be asked to vacate their houses after 
the allotments of lands cultivated by them to the displaced 
persons under the quasi-permanent scheme ; if so, the reasons 
therefor ; 

(b) whether the displaced tenants-at-will who were allotted evacuee 
lands aiter their migration to the Punjab State, will be asked 
to vacate their houses from the localities of their cultivations 
when the allotment of lands is made under the quasi-permanent 
scheme ; if so, the reasons therefor ; 

(c) whether the Government proposes to give such tenants-at-will 
as are ejected from their houses, housing accommodation, in 
lieu of the houses of which they are now in possession ; 

- (d) whether Government has prepared any scheme to give work to 

them after their dispossession of the lands which they were 

temporarily allotted ? 

! The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi: (a) No instructions for the eviction 
of resident non-Muslim tenanfs-at will have been issued. 


cme 


(b) Displaced tenants-at-will, will be entitled to housing accommo- 
I dation in villages of their temporary cultivation provided 
i sufficient accommodation is available. 
a (c) Tenants-at-will ejected from their houses will be entitled to 
l accommodation in other villages provided housing accommo» 
dation is available. 
(d) Efforts will be made to absotb displaced ten nts-at-will as 
tenants of the allottees. 
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QUASI PERMANENT ALLOTMENT OF LAND 


| 491. Sardar Sajjan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation 
be pleased to state :— oh 
(a) whether Government has come to a decision about the allotment 
of lands to issueless widows under .the quasi-permanent scheme ; 
(b) whether issueless widows will þe: allotted lands with their 
collaterals ? a 
C ` The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi : (a) Yes ce tain guiding principles 
were laid down for aiding Resettlement Officers to arrive at 
decisions on applications from women’ claimants. Normally, 
it was not possible for a Resettlement Officer to ascertain => 
whether a woman claimant was issueless or otherwise. l 
(b) Allotment has been usually made with collaterals and in cases 
`- of real hardship or fear of life, allotments have been made with 


applicant’s parents or brothers. 


A 
ME CE OEA: 


SITTING OF ASSEMBLY ON SATURDAY, ist APRIL, 1950. 
Chiet Minister (The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava): Sir, I beg 


“to move: a 


That the Assembly shall sit on Saturday, Ist April 1950, at (0 A. M. and the 
Speaker shall adjouin the Assembly at 2 P. M. without question put. 


The motion was carried. 


ELECTION TO E. P. AND B. B. AND ©. I. RAILWAYS LOCAL 
ADVISORY COMMITTEES. - sgp 


Minister for Public Works _(The hon. Mapa Ranjit Singh) : Sir, I 
beg to move— p 


That this Assembly shall elect on such date and in Such manner as may be 
approved by the hon. Speaker two representatives, who may or may not be 
Members of the Assembly, one each to serveon the B. B. & C. I. and the 

Gda Eastern Punjab Railways’ Local Advisory Committees: i -S 


Mr. Speaker : Motion moved— 
That this Assembly shall elect on. such date and in such mahner as may be 
approved by the hon. Speaker two representative, who may or may not be 


Origifal with; Membeis of the Asscmbly, one each to serve on the B. B. & C. 1. and 
Paip Vidhan Sabie the Bastern Punjab Railways’ Local Advisory Committees: 


ELECTION TO Ë. P, AND B. B. AND C. I. RAILWAYS, LOCAL 
ADVISORY COMMITTFES (19) 37 


i Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : Sir, the House would have been enlightened 
= if the hon. Minister had just considered it necessary to point out if there is 


some difference in the procedure that used to be followed and the procedure 
contemplated now. 


Minister for Publie works : The procedure contemplated now is. the 
same which was followed in 1948. 


Mr. Speaker: I don’t think there is much difference except that 
when the Assembly is not in session the election is held by post. 


`Y 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : The usual method of election is by Proportional 
Reprgsentation by means of the Single Transferable Vote. 


Mr. Speaker: The motion is in this form but the method of election 
is left to me. 


l _ Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : Sir, I would suggest that the hon. Ministers 
should throw some light while moving such motions so that the House may 
know the reasons why a particular motion has been moved. Even when 
moving the Bills, Ministers do not say anything. A few words from them are 
necessary. 


Mr. Speaker: Question is— 


That this Assembly shall elect on such date and in such manner as may be 
approved by the hon. Speaker two representatives, who may or may not 
be Members of the Assembly, one cach to serve on the B. B. & € I. and 
the Eastern Punjab Railways Local Advisory Committees. 


The motion was carried. 


a 


NEW TOWNSHIPS (STREET LIGHTING AND WATER SUPPLY) FEES BILL. 


Mr. Speaker: The Assembly will now resume consideration of the 
Motion that the Punjab New Townships (Street Lighting and Water Supply) 
Fees Bill be taken into consideration at once. 


Shrimati Sita Devi (Ex-Member West Punjab Assembly representing 
-_ Lahore City, General, Women, Urban) (Hindt): Sir, Yesterday I was saying 
that if this Bill had been sponsored by any one other than Dr. Lehna Singh 
Sethi, we would not have been so much surprised, as we are feeling now, 

Well, this gentleman needs no introduction. He is that person who till the 

last minute of assuming the office of Ministership, was dedicating every 

Original with; moment of his life to the service of refugees. He is one of those few who 
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(Shrimati sita Devi] . 
to leave before they left even when the partition of the country had taken 
place and Pakistan had come into being. He continued to stay there till 
the last along with some other Congress workers including myself, while 
all others had fled. So, who can be more aware of the sufferings and the 
losses that our refugee brethren had had to undergo before they crossed 
over, than him who saw everything with his own eyes? And who can 
claim to have the welfare of the refugees more at heart than him, who loves 
them so dearly and has made it his life mission to serve them? But, Sir, 
it is with great regret that in this connection I have to refer to the old 
adage : - i 
yr A wad alata A a AAA A ATA 
-Aaf A as N fami afea A I fam | 


od" Mr. Speaker: Please speak on the Bill under discussion. 

Sardar Dalip Singh Kang : Sir, this is the introduction. 

Shrimati Sita Devi: Yes, Sir, everything has its own introduction, 
I am just going to explain the background of this Bill. I am going to 
throw light on the circumst:inces leading to this Bill. After the partition, 
when millions of our brethren after facing great hardships and sufferings, 
entered the territory of the Indian Dominion, they heaved a sigh of relief 
and began to’ build new hopes. Despite the fact that they had lost their 
hearths and homes and all their belongings, they were not so full of despair 
at that time as they are now. Some hope still fluttered in their hearts at 
that time since they felt they were at last in their own country. Now you 
will find them the very embodiment of despair. 

Mr. Speaker : It appears as though the hen. Lady Member is speaking on 
the demand and not the Bill. 

Shrimati Sita Devi: Sir, I was submitting that when ` our 
refugee brothers came to this State, they were under the impression 
that they would be given so ne facilities by way of housing etc, but nothing of 
the kind happened. They had to suffer the severities of the weather i.c. heat, 
cold and rain in the camps. Some of them who had money made their way to 
Delhi and other provinces for want of decision regarding building of the capital. 
But poor folk had no other place than the camps to live in. The Govern- 
ment kept on promising them that all possible schemes would be put through 
to bring about their rehabilitation. Unfortunately the Government schemes 
and plans only remained on paper for considerably long time. After all 
when the patience of these refugees bad been almost exhausted some houses 
were built by the Government but I think the less said about these houses 
the better it would be. However, if not the refugees, the contractors have 


e; 


Original wu PEEN greatly benefitted. They have built hopeless houses. Apart from the 


a \hfadtt: iat these houses are not durable they are not fit for habitation. There are 
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NEW TOWNSHIPS (STREET LICHTING AND WATER SUPPLY) 
FEES BILL . (19) 29 


refugees being helpless Had to go in for them. It appears as if the Government 
thinks thal as the refugees have been able to purchase the houses they must 
be well off and should be subjected to some further burden. It wishes to charge 
them a fee of rupees three and eight annas per month for lighting and rupees 
six and eight annas per month for water supply. These charges are very 
exorbitant and it is not possible for a poor refugce to pay ten rupees a month 
for electricity and water. I am in a position to say that in the West Punjab 
expenses on these two items seldom came to ten rupees a month in an ordinary 
family. I can very well imagine what the hon Minister wili say when he gets 
up to giveareply. He will say that these estimates have been prepared by 
his experts. The public knows the worth of these experts. Didnot these 
experts build the houses which were so worthless that they could not be dis- 
posed of in spite of large scale advertisement in the newspapers? I may tell the 
hon. Minister that there is a good deal of scope for reduction in the estimate 
prepared by the experts and he should not rely on them. It would be better if 
he verifies things for himself. l agree that it must be very difficult for any 
Government or an organization to rehabilitate lakhs of displaced people but we 
should do all we canto render them help with whatever means we have at 
our disposal. If we have not ben able tò give them good houses, we should not - 
burden them with heavy fees which they cannot pay. In these circumstinces I 
make an earnest request to the hon, Minister that he should reduce the charges 


_ which he has proposed. 


Sardar Jagjit Singh Mann (Jullundur Division Landholders) (Punjabi) : 
Sir, my hon. Sister Shrimati Sita Devi has said a good deal about this Bill 
and I am at one with her. However, I would like to mention one or 
two points in addition to what she has been pleased to say. 


Firstly, I wish to su omit thit the fe? of ten rupees a month is too 
much and only half of it should be considered as adequate. In my opinion 
this must be done, at any rate at the present time, even if the Government 
has to suffer some loss. I do not mean to suggest that this reduction be 
made permanent. The reduction should be effected for such time as the 
refugees are not in a position to pay and they may be made to pay the full 
fee when they are well off. 


The second thing is that this fee is to be paid on the 5th of every month 
and in case of non-payment, interest is to be charged at the rate of 6 per cent. 
I am surprised to find this provision for charging such a high rate of interest. 
No such provision exists in any other State. Even in U.P where the 
Government dues are very mercilessly collected, no interest is charged. 


My third submission is that the Government is acquiring a power for. 
exempting some people from the payment of fees. I welcome this provision, 
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But t suggest that this power should not be exercised by the Government 
as the people would always be bothering the hon. Minister un-necessarily.. 
This power should be delegated to some officer who after due inquiry may 
order exemptions in deserving cases. Another thing which I wish to submit 
is that no distinction has been made between the refugees and non-refugeés in 
the matter of allotment of vacant sites in the new townships. I shall request 
the Governmef to ‘give preference to the refugees in this matter because 
they cannot compete with non-refugees in” giving bids. In several cases. the 
refugees wanted to purchase these sites but could not do so in competition 
with non-refugees. 

Vv Mr. Speaker: I find not one group but six groups talking in the House 
so loudly that nobody can hear the speech. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Sir, have we closed the lobbies ? 


vV Mr. Speaker: No; if the hon. Members want to talk, they should go 


to the lobbies. 


Sardar Jagjit Singh Mann: I request the hon. Minister concerned 


to look into this matter and to order that vacant sites should be given to 


non-refugees in those cases only where no refugee wishes to purchase them, 
I hope that the Government will take necessary steps in this direction. 


Shri Virendra (Ex-Member West Punjab Assembly _ repres-cnting 
West Division Multan, General, Rural) (Hindi): Sir, the Punjab New 
Townships (Street Lighting and Water-Supply) Fees Bill which the Government 
has brought before the House is apparentlv a very small Bill but I am sorry 
to note that its provisions are based on an undesirable principle. The Govern- 
ment has been daily requested in this House to expedite the rehabilitation 
of displaced persons and to reduce their difficulties but I find that instead 
of doing so, they are being burdened with more taxes. It has been said that 
the fees chargeable under this Bil! will be about ten rupees but my objection 
is not to the amount of fees but to the principle on which the Bill is based. 
The Government seeks to obtain the power of charging fees for the supply 


of water and street-lights in the new townships. This is not a proper thing 


to do. Sooner or later all these towns will come under the jurisdiction of one 
Municipal Committee or another. It is stated in the Statement of Objects 
and Reasons that— 

The Gov rnmeni are persuading the Municipal Committees con erne | to extend 
their jurisdiction so as to include these townships and when this is done, the 
municipalities would bear the cost of provision of street-lighting. fn the inter m 
period it is necessary to impose a fee on the residents of townships so as to 
meet the cost of street lighting. 


When these towns are to ultimately come under the control of Municipal Commi- 


Punj | vsiosttoes why should not these be asked to arrange for the supply of water and 
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street-lights from now? Ifthis measure is intended for the interim period 
only, may I know if the fees realized now would be refunded when these 
townships are placed under the Municipal Committees ? I shall request the 
Government to ask the Municipal Committees to do this work at their own 
expense. If some of these plead lack of funds, the Governmant may give 
then the required help. Those fees should in no case be charged from 
the refugees. 


Then, Sir, I wish to refer to the provisions of one or two other clauses 
of this Biil. It is stated in clause 5 (1) that— 


‘The fees shall be pail by the purchaser on or before th: 5th of the month to 

which it relates or within a fortnight of the receiptof de:nand when it relates 

to the past period— 
Some of these townships were established about a year or a year and 
a half back. The Government proposes to realize the fees for that period 
in o-e instalment and within fifteen days of the receipt of demand. It would 
not be proper to take action against a person who can not pay the whole 
amount within that period. Instead of demanding the -payment of fees 
for the past-period in one instalment, it would have been better if its payment 
had been allowed to be made in five or six instalments. 


Then, Sir, I wish to draw the attention of the House to clause 7 of the 
pr: posed Bill. It is stated there that— : 


The decision of the State Government as to the levy of the fee and the 
person liable therefor shall be final and no suit shall lie in any court 
to question any matter whatever in relation to this Act or the rules 
made thereunder. 


Provisions of this kind are made only in political Bills which are intended 
for the maintenance of law and order. These can find place in the Public 
Safety Act or some other enactment of that, nature. To provide in this 
Bill that no appeal shall lie against the decision of the Government as 
to the levy of the fees, is highly arbitrary. This provision should be with- 
drawn by the Government. On the one hand we sy that all possible 
facilitiis should be provided for the rehabilitation of displaced persons 
and their hardships lessened, while on the other hand we are increasing their 
difficulties by levying fees. 


Then, Sir, the question is not of ones ability or otherwise to pay these 
fees. Why should not the municipal committees be asked to provide water 
and street-lighting to these townships. As I have already submitted, if 
some mrnicipal committees cannot do so for financial reasons, the Govern- 
ment should provide them the necessary funds. With these words I shall 
request the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation, who has established some 
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reputation for his sympathy with the refugees, not to bring forward Bills of 
this kind, which are likely to bring him bad name. This is not th question 
of his personal reputation only, reputation of the Government as a whole -P 
is involved in it. The hon. Minister is putting his reputation as also of 
the Government at stake by levying such taxes which are very much like 
fines, on the displaced persons. So far as the clauses like the one regarding 
the payment of arrears of taxes within 15 days, are concerned, they are harsh 
and most arbitrary. As a matter of fact, provision should also have been 
made for exemption from payment of these taxes,in the case of those 
displaced persons who are not ina position to pay, But we see that the _ = 
provisions of this Bill are actually like the provisions of Pub‘tic Safety Act. ~~ 
I, therefore, submit that the Government should withdraw these arbitrary - 2 
provisions of this Bill. 

Sardar Shiv Saran Singh (Kangra and Northern Hoshiarpur, Sikh, 
Rural): Sir, to me this Bill appears to be unnecessary. The Bill lays down 
that these fees will be levied only for the interim period till such times as 
the municipalities take over these townships. I do not want to repeat the 
arguments that have been advanced by my hon. Friend Shri Virendra but 

_ I would like to point out that under the very conditions of sale it has been , 

laid down that amenities of life such as street lighting and water supply 
etc., willbe provided in the townships. And even otherwise, I am of the 
opinion that it isthe duty of the Government to provide these amenities 
of life to the people residing in these townships. So far as I am aware, 
Tam of course subject to correction by the hon. Minister, that under the : 
terms of sale, it has been specifically mentioned that street lighting and 
water supply will be provided by the Government. In these circumstances, 
I beg to submit that the fees that are proposed to be levied under this Bill 
are excessive and unjustified and it will indeed be a great hardship on the | 
poor refugees if they are forced to pay such fees. Various complaints have 
been made to the hon. Minister that the prices of these houses are excessive and 
that they are not properly built and are ‘kutcha’ and in the face of all those 
complaints to levy such exorbitant fees would be very harsh on the uprooted 
and unfortunate refugees. With these remarks I would urge upon the Govern- 
ment the desirability of reconsidering the matter before rushing through 
the measire in this House. 

Sardar Bachan Singh (Lulhiana Central, Sikh, Rural) (Hindustani) : 
Sir, we have seen many Bills, but we have seldom come across a strange ERS 
Bill like the present one. Iam pained to see two clauses of this Bill. The 
first of these two clauses lays down that the Bill shall be applicable not only 
to the purchaser but it shall have both prospective and retrospective effect. 
The word purchaser as defined in the Bill, includes the predecessors and 


Originhl wSMCcessors of interest of such purchaser. If the father or grandfather of a 
Punjal Vidhan Sabha 
Digiti ed by; 


Panjab| Digital Library ee RA 


Y 


Original with; 


Digitized by; 


punjab Vidhan >hmonth for electricity for street lighting? It is strange that those who 


Panj a baala 


NEW TOWNSHIPS (STREET LIGHTING AND WATER SUPPLY) 
FEES BII L (19) 43 


person is already dead this tax will be realized even from those dead persons. 
If this Bill were to apply to the successors only, it could be understood. 
But its application even to predecessors of the purchaser is really not under- ‘ 
standable. Under this Bill even grandfathers will not be exempted from the 
payment of this tax. 


These townships were originally built to provide houses to refugees and 
also to relieve the shortage of houses to some extent. But the refugees had 
no money to purchase those houses. The Government offered to give them 
loans. Very few people have purchased those houses with their own resources. 
As a matter of fact, if loans had not been given, hardly 5 percent of the 
refugees would have purchased those houses. What induced them to do 
so was the idea of getting loans. Secondly they wanted some sort of shelter. 
Now the Government is imposing a tax of Rs.10 per mensem on those 
displaced persons for street lighting and water supply. The minds of our 
Chief Engineers are obsessed with the ideas of the millionaires of America, 
as was obvious from the film shown to us the other day. If they had thought 
of our own people they would not iave spent so much oa the houses built 
in the towaships. The displaced persons are made to pay very high prices 
for those houses. A house costs as high a sum as Rs. 6&,vu¥. This 
price, it is said, inclid23 development charges as well. Over and above all 
this, they are now going to be taxed for street lighting and water supply 
at the rate of Rs. 3 annas 8 per inensem for street lighting and Rs. 6 annas 8 
per mensem for water supply. Then the Government nas stated that Munici- 
palities would be inducel to take over these townships as eariy as possible. 
Some of these townships areso remote ftom the areas of the Municipal 


Committees that they cannot come within the Municipal limits even in 30 


years. Some are situated at three miles and some at one and a half miles 
from the limits of the Municipal Committees. Besides, the economic condition 
of most of the Municipal Committees at present is not so good that 
they would be prepared to take upon themselves the heavy responsibilty 
of these townships. If the hon. Minister could, however, assure us that those 
townships would be brought within the jurisdiction of the Municipal Commi- 
ttees, in the next six months, -we could have considered it. 
But the situation as it, is today does not warrant any such hope. 
Under these circumstances tosay that the roads should be made more 
attractive and that the townships should be improved in other ways 
does not appear to be proper. My submission is that before this House 
passes this Bill in its present form the hon. Members should thoroughly 
consider whether it will be of any good to the State. They should try to 
find out the views of the refugees who are to bear the burden of addi- 
tional taxes, Can the refugees really pay rupees three and a half per 
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are to pay a sum of rupees ten per month are not even asked to give 
their consent to it. This tax is not of the nature of taxes which the 
Government impose in connection with stamps and excise etc. On the 
other hand it is by way of State Trading. It should by its very 
motive be levied with the consent and agreement of those who are to pay 
it. Moreover there is another point which should not be lost sigùt of 
in this connection, Are the refugees in a position to pay this tax ? 
Simply because they are in an the favourable position of being house tenants, 
they should not be compelled to pay it. Even at present the rents 
they are paying are beyond their capacity to pay. Earlier they were 
given to understand that they will have to pay ten, fifteen or at the 
most twenty rupees. Now an additional sum of- rupees ten is being asked fur 
from them. There is nu justification for it. lf we look at the condition 
of the houses in these townships we will find it quite unsatisfactory. 
Although the houses were built only recently they appear to be giving way 
before heavy rains. The experiment of mixing cement with clay is not going 
to yield any successful results. I fear that the houses might c.me down and 
become heaps of clay. If such an unfortunate thing happens what will our 
street lighting do? In such a case the poor iefugees will be put to a 
lot of trouble. Instead of spending on street lighting etc, I would appeal 
to the Government, in the first instance, to send for a party of able Engineers 
from some other state in order to carry out a survey of these townships to 
find out the life of such houses. I think they will tell us the actual state of 
affairs. An enquiry should be made in this matter before any further steps 
by way of improvement are taken in these townships. Any how I wish 
that the refugees should be consulted because it is a matter which concerns 
them. Every democratic Government is expected to consult the wishes of 
its people in the matters o“ this nature. I would suggest that in view of 
all this the hon. Ministers will carry out a polling so as to know what the 
people affected by this Bill desire. It will be a good thing if their feelings 

are taken into consideration. in Punjabi a saying goes i— 
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As a matter of fact the refugees are agitating against the inadequacy 
o: the steps taken by the Government Ly way of providing relief to 
them, while our Government is bringing in such legislative measures 
as we have before the House. Only afew days back I received a letter 
from Shri D. C. Narula, General Secretary of Sharnarthi Sabha. He has 
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Asa matter of fact it has become extremely difficult to get a means of liveli- 
hood. Of course, Government has been kind towards the refugees in some 
respects. However they will feel obliged to the Government if it decides 
that within a period of six months all the townships will be taken within 
the limits of the various municipal committees. I shall be glad, for example, 
to see that the Ludhiana Municipal Committee’s limits are extended so as 
to include the towns! ips within a period of six months. In that case the 
people will have the satisfaction that these provisions are a temporary 
measure for only six months’ time. If for six months even a higher 
rate is levied it is understandable. But we feel that these increases are not 
for six months only but for much longer periods. Under the circumstances 
we have to consider the question in the light of the fact that the consent 
of those from whom these taxes are to be got is essential. Without such an 
agreement and consent the levying of these taxes is quite unjustified and 
the position of the Government in this matter is quite untenable. It has no 
right to demand three and a half rupees for street-lighting and six and a 
half rupees per month for the supply of water in the absence of any agreement 
or consent of those who are to consume these. Government has never made 
any agreement with the house tenants with regard to these rates of electricity 
and water. So the proper position is that a decision about the rates should be 
made with the party who is directly effected by it. We should also consider 
whether such high rates exist in other cities like Ludhiana, Jagadhari and 
Amritsar for street lighting and water etc. Moreover the fact, that in the 
new townships we have the refugees as tenants, should not be lost sight of, 
These people have already suffered heavy losses and we should try to be 
lenient to them in such matters. .As a matter of fact the new townships 
should be taken in the limits of the municipal areas as soon as possible. 


Minister for Labour: We are trying todo so within six months or a 
year. 


Sardar Bachan Singh: [shall be glad if this is done especially in the 
case of Ludhiana. 


Minister for Labour: Ludhiana is not yet in our plan. 


Sardar Bachan Sinzh: Sir, I wish to submit that our Government 
is like a “Lapor sunkh’’, It can make schemes of any nature but when the 
question of putting them into practice arises it miserably fails, We are aware 
of the various schemes which were put in the Budget but which were never 
translated into action. What I wish to say is that the preset proposals 
concerning the rates cf electricity for street-lighting and water supply 
should be referred to the people for eliciting public opinion. A chance should 
be given to the people concerned to express their views on the matter. 
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Shri Dev Raj Sethi (Ex-Member West Punjab Assembly representing 
Lyallpur and Jhang, General, Rural) (Hindustani): Mr. Speaker, it has 
been stated in the objects and reasons attached to the Bill, that it is an p” 
interim measure The hon. Minister for Labour, whois also in charge of l 
local bodies, has supported this view only a short while ago. But I want 
to place facts before the House, which will show that it will take very 
long before these townships come under the jurisdiction of the municipal 
committees concerned. I take Rohtak for instance. I have personal know- 
ledge of the facts about the township which has been built there at a distance 


of two or three miles from the city. Knowing full weli the conditions of eae a 
Municipal Committee, Rohtak, I can safely say that it will not be possible 
for it to extend its jurisdiction to this township for three or four years. ~ 


Similarly I know things about the Karnal and Panipat Municipal Committees 
which will not be able to bring the townships within their jurisdiction for 
a considerable period I fail to understand what was the idea behind the 
schemes of the P. W. D. or the Reh:bilitation Department to build these 
townships atsuch along distance from the cities, If the object was that 
they would ultimately come under the jurisdiction of the municipal committees 
concerned, then they should not have constructed them ata far off distance 
from the cities. I am therefore of the view that there is not the remotest 
possibility or the slightest likelihood of these municipalities extending their 
jurisdiction so as to include these townships, within a period of six months 
as has been stated by the Government. Consequently the construction 
of houses for which Government have advanced loans amounting to lakhs 
of rupees or have made a provision for purposes of distributing the money 
among the refugees, who have purchased plots of land in these townships, 
will receive a serious set back. I am sure that when those plots were 
auctioned to the refugees, the prices included the cost of these amenities, 
But it is a thousand pities that Government have decided to impose a fee 
of Rs. 10/- per house in these townships for meeting the cost of street 
lighting and water supply for lawns and gardens, It isin clear contravention _ > ai 
of the contract made in the sale deeds of those plots. I may sound a note 

of warning to the Government that this action of theirs does not augur well. 

It is a precursor of the coming danger which on the one hand will add to 

the difficulties of the poor refugees and on the other retard the programme 

of the Government for the rehaoilitation of the refugees. 


Iam of the opinion that the levy of its. 3/8 towards the cost of street -> 
lighting and Rs. 6/8 for water supply, is uncalled for, and Government should 
refrain from imposing it. If they feel that they must, then it should not 
be with retrospective effect. In this connection | would request the Rehabili- 
tation Minister to peruse the sale deeds and he wili find thatit is no longer 
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the supply of water for lawns etc.,and street lighting. I may inform him 
that from 1800 to Rs. two thousand were charged per kanal by the Govern- 
ment. Such a high price included the cost of street lighting etc. Then the 
rents of these houses have been increased by one and half times. If the 
hen. Minister takes all these facts into consideration, he will realise that the 
refugee is already somuch burdened that the increase in rent as well as 
the proposed levy of Rs. 10 per mensem would break his back. May I know 
whether Government are levying this charge of Rs. 10/- per house under 
the impression that the refugees will be able to bear it because they have 
paid the cost of plots or houses? They are entirely mistaken in their view 
because it was with great difficulty that the refugees arranged this money. 
I may again point out that if the Government insist on the passing of this 
Bill, then this would certainly have an adverse effect on their rehabilitation 
programme. I feel that itis really unfair to impose this heavy charge of 
Rs. 3/8 for street lighting and Rs. 6/8 for water supply on the refugees I 
fail to understand cn what basis these charges have been calculated. I know 
from my personal experience in Rohtak that the maximum amcunt of.a bill 
for water supply per house comes to Rs. 2/- or 4/- per mensem. But what 
will be the condition of the houses in the townships, which are for the present 
outside the jurisdiction of the municipal committees? The flow of the water 
will be less as the supply line will be very long and yet the charges per house 
will the be Rs. 6/8 and that tco for water which will not be consumed by the 
refugees for personal use. Similarly our electric energy bills ordinariiy amount 
to Rs. 2/8 or 3/- per house. But here under the provision of this Bill the 
refugees will be required to pay Rs. 3/8 for street lighting only and not for 
the energy which will be consumed in his house for domestic use. So this 
is an uncalled for burden on the refugees. If the Government are compelled 
to enact this measure into law for want of funds at their disposal, then they 
should not rush through it but postpone it for some time and in the meantime 
they should tap some other avenue to overcome this difficulty. I am, 
therefore, of the opinion that if this Bill is passed, it will add to the hard- 
ships of the refugees. Not only this. New housesin the townships will 
not beconstruct>d and the housing problem with which the Government 
are faced, will further deteriorate. I hope Government will give a careful 
consideration to my suggestions and will not proceed with the Bill. 


Chaudhri Sundar Singh (Ex-Member West Punjab Assembly represen-. 
ting Amritsar and Sialkot, General, Rural, Reserved seat) (Punjabi): Sir, 
through you, I wish to point out to the Government that so far as construction 
of new townships is concerned, they have altogether ignored the fact that 
the refugees are steeped into poverty. It appears that gentlemen at the 
helm of affairs are completely under the influence of the Western civilization, 
which is a legacy of the British Government. They should have known 
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that here the question was, how best shelter should be provided to the poor 7 | 
refugees and not that houses shovld be built at far off distances from the | 
cities cn Western lines. Unluckily they have visited Europe and America 
and tkey thirk that since it is difficult for them to mould their own living 
and construct their hoises on American style, the refugees at least must 
have their habitations on those lines. (Laughter). If this is the goal which 
the Government want to achieve, in the matter of rehabilitation of refugees 
on American style, then it is natural that they must burden the poor 
refugees with additional charges for street lighting and water supply for 
gardens. I may point out that the refugees are too impoverished to bear 
this burdeh which is being put on them in the form of levies as proposed 
in the Bill. I may remind them that Mahatma Gandhi used to stay in 
Harijan colony and avoid living in palatial buildings because he identified 


himself with the poverty-stricken millions of India. | o. 
Mr. Speaker: Please leave aside reference to Mahatma Gandhi in 


| 
| this matter. 
Chaudhri Sundar Singh: Iam perfectly relevant, Sir, Howev rI bow 
to your ruling. Let me quote another instance. A villager came to Lahore 
and found that the people eased themselves in lavatories which were built 
in their own houses. He liked this idea because in his own village he had to 
go toa distance place for the purpose of easing himself. He was determined 
to makea Lahore cf his Village. On his return to his village, he availed 
himself of the nearest depression of land toease himself. Tle people of 
the vilage teck strong exception to this and advised him to ease himself 
| in the yonder fields. He sighed and said that he wanted to convert his 
| village into Lahore but the people would not allow him. (Laughter). 
| Similarly the Rehabilitation Department wants to rehabilitate the refugees 
on American style but the hon. Memters raise objections to this. (Renewed 
laughter). I cannot help making a mention of our revered Mahatma Gandhi. 
He leda simple life because he wanted othcrs to lead simple lives in view of 
the general poverty of the people. He used to stay in the bhangi colony 
because he felt that a poor Indian could not afford to live in palaces. We 
know that there is an acute scarcity of houses in cities and people are going 
without a shelter, but there are a few people who are living in spacious houses 
and they cannot accommodate poor people. So what I wanted to drive at 
is that the houses in the new townships should have been constructed in such ‘ 
a manner that they should not have been situated ata far off distance from -ai 
the cities. Then it would have been easy for the municipal committees to 
extend their jurisdiction to them and the question of the levy of this charge 
for street lighting and water supply for gardens would not have arisen. 
I may point out that the refugees are so poor that they have got these houses 
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has been able to purchase even one house in these townships. I wonder 
if they would be provided with mud huts even. I am, therefore, 


constrained to remark that that spirit is Jacking in the Government with 
which they ought to have rehabilitated the poor refugees. So far as this 
clause is concerned, I find there are some defects in it. 


Mr. Speaker: Better discuss this point when the Bill is discussed 
clause by clause. | 


Chaudhri Sundar Singh: Sir, it is crystal clear from the Rill now 
before the House that the Government may by special order exempt any 
purchaser from the pavment of the fee or the interest accrued due as the 
case may be. It appearsto me that by providing this exemption clause, 
Government want to resort to favouritism If this clause is not deleted, I 
am sure, we will be giving a chance to the concerned officers to resort to 
corruption. I am really surprised that the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation 
should introduce this legislative measure for charging fees iom the refugces 
in connection with street lighting and water supply. > | 


w” Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member is again indulging in repetition,- © 
Sardar Shiv Saran Singh : Question he nod a | 
Mr. Speaker: Question is— | 
Thit the question be now ave 


The motion was carried. 


Minister for Rehabilitation (The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi): Sr, I 
rise to say a few words in reply to certain objections raised by some of my 
hon. Friends in the course of their speeches, with regard to the Bil now 
before the House. It has been sail that I should not have introduced 
this Bill -w.ich aims at charging fees from the refugees for street lighting 
and water supply. If it were within my power I would have seen thit 
our ref gee brethren had not to pay even a single peny for their 
rehabilitation and the expenditure incurred in this connection would have 
been either paid by the Central Government or by the people of India 
who have not suffered any loss due to the partition. But unfortunately 
I am living in such a world where it has been experienced that 
whenever it is proposed to give some concession to our refugee brethren, 
objections are raised by some of, my hon. Friends to the effect that no 
discriminatory. treatment should. -be meted . out to them as no, such 
provision- existed in the Con:titution, according to which it could be 
justified. However. 1 would like to bring this point home to my hon‘ 
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Friends and assure them that no one could feel more hurt than myself 
whenever it is proposed to impose any levies on the refugees. I really 
feel that every pie drawn from the pockets of our refugee brethren is 
drawn out of my own pocket. | 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: On a point of Order, Sir. Is the hon. 
Minister speaking on the Bill, now before the House or referring to his 
personal experience ? 


Minister For Rehabilitation: Since I happen to be the Minister-in- 
charge of the department, it is my duty to reply to the criticisms advanced 
by my hon. Friends and the Lady Member. If Ido not do so it would 
be construed that Ministers do not care to reply to the criticisms 
advanced by the hon. Members. Under the circumstances it is essential 
on my part to reply to the criticisms advanced by my hon. Friends 
in the course of their speeches. I take this opportunity of making this 
point clear that ‘so far as this Bill regarding the imposition of the 
proposed levies is concerned, it has been prepared with my full knowledge 
and thatit has been brought in for their active consideration with my 
approval. In this connection there is one point to which I wish to 
invite the attention of my hon. Friends and that is, that while drafting 
this Bill certain things have not been considered and I assure them 
that I shall discuss these things with the department thoroughly. 


It has been said Ly the hon. Lady Member that the Ministers or 
the Cabinet should not accept the advice of the experts and that they 
should not depend upon their advice. There are certain matters about 
which the Ministers or the Cabinet cannot make any correct estimate 
as they do not possess full knowledge about certain technical matters. 
A Minister however effecient he may be may not be an engineer. Similarly 
it is not expected of a doctor to know anything and everything about 
engineering. It is, therefore, crystal clear from this that a Minister who 
happens to be a doctor whose profession it is to deal with diseases 
cannot be expected to know the work of an engineer. Hence this 
necessity of accepting the advice of the experts. At the same time I 
would like to point out that before accepting such expert advice, we probe 
into the pros and consof the matter with a viewto be sure about it 
that it will not result in any injustice to people. 

It has been said that the rates charged in the proposed Bill are 
very high. In this connection I would like to point out that the 
concerned officials of the department who have made this estimate are 
of the opinion that nothing more has been charged than the actual 
expenses. This department is not a money-making concern and as such 
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the actual expenses. It is therefore the intention of the Government to 
realize the same amount that would actually be incurred in this connection. 
I wish to assure them that no profits are being made by charging 
extra money from the refugees. I take this opportunity of assur- 
ing them once again that as soon as I am free from the Session, I 
aldng with these officials who have made this estimate shall examine 
more thoroughly the cost which is proposed to be levied and if I find 
that even a pie was more than what should have been charged I will 
see that that pie is not charged and if it has already been charged, ` 
it is refunded, 


It has further been said that it was wrong to levy such fees. It 
has also been said that the Bill is unnecessary. Electricity is a great 
necessity. My hon. Friends have themselves been laying stress on the 
point that providing of electricity and water supply to the new colonies 
is the need of the hour. It was in deference to the wishes of my 
hon. Friends that the Government provided electricity to these colonies. 
Hence the imposition of this levy. It was also felt necessary to 
provide street light for these colonies in the interests of the security 
of the houses. In the absence of any street light in these colonies 
there is every likelihood of thefts and other accidents. It is clear from 
this that refugees who pay Ks, 42/- per annum as street lighting charges have 
no such worry and they do not run the risk of losing their everything, 
hence the dire necessity of street lighting. . 


Master Gurbaota Singh: Nowadays thefts are committed even 
in the broad day light. 


Minister for Rehabilitation: The people of these colonies were day 
in and day out requesting the Government to provide them with street. 
lights in the interests of the security of their houses, and Government 
has not spent any more money than was necessary in this direction. 
However I assure my hon, Friends that if it is found that more money 
has been charged chan what has actually been spent, fees would be 
charged accordingly and the balance would also be refunded to them, 
When ,these townships will be taken over by the municipal committees 
the resivents will have to pay more than the present charges. Though 
the water levy appears to be high and l had myseif felt so in the 
beginning—yet for all the arsangements which the Government will have 
to make for making water available at such a long distance as the 
townships are located the charge is not very heavy. You may imagine 
Sir, that if a person has to engage a servant for bringing water for’ 
him, his pay and other expenses would not amout to less tnan Rs’ 60/ 
outwardly appear 


(19 §2 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [31st March, 1950 


[Minister for Rehabilitation.] 


to be excessive but in fact this charge is not so much keeping in view 
the long distance at which these townships are located. 

| Shrimati Sita Devi: On a point of information, Sir.. The hon. Minister 
Nas not made it clear whether water will be supplied in the houses or at 
the roads as already stated by him. 

Minister for Rehabilitation: I may inform the hon. Lady Member that the 
Government is making water available to the house-owners at their premises. 
I may assure the House that I would examine the rates that are now propo- 
sed to be levied and if I find that a pie is more than what should 
have been charged it would be refunded atonce. The department has 
assured me that no profit is being made in charging the amount. 


Sardar Jagjit Siagh Mann: May E know how the water charges 
will be reduced if these have once been fixed. [Voices :- It is ee a 
laralappa «wild promise)]. 


_.. Minister for Rehabilitation: It i is not so. I have been told by the depart- 
ment that actual charges for water supply are being charged from the 
house-owners. I again assure the House that ifit is found that the rate 
is higher than the actual cost, I will see that the amount is reduced by 
introducing an amending Bill in the House. The amount charged in 
excess will certainly be refunded. The Government have not the least 
intention whatsoever to make any profit from.the refugees and these 
charges are levied on the bass of ‘no loss, no profit’. The Government 
will never think of getting any .profit and will not mind if there is 
some loss to it. It has been said as to why these townships have not 
been taken over by the municipal committees, but I know that as soon 
as this is done, my hon: Friends‘will ‘bear testimony to the fact that 
the house-owners will have to pay more to the municipal committees 
than they are being asked to pay now. Government is very anxious 
that the municipal committees should extend their jurisdiction to these 
townships as early as possible. But the difficulty is that the committees 
are’ hesitant to take over these townships on account of their being 
located at a long distance from the main towns. However, the Govern- 
ment is persuading the municipal committees and my hon. Friends 
should also exert their pressu.e on them to take over these townships 
so that they may come under. one control, It has also been pointed 
out: that interest should not be charged but { would like to submit that the 
Government has also secured money on loan and has to pay it back with 
interést. So it becomes necessary for the Government to charge interest 
as well, My hon. Friend Sardar Shiv Saran Singh ‘has raised the objec- 
tion that development charges include charges for water supply and street light- 
ing, and therefore, it should form part of the duty of the Government to give 
these civic amenities to the residents But I may point out to my hon. 


h l 'Priend that the development charges are for building the road and do not 
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include water supply or stree* lighting. These charges will be recovered by 
instalments. The Government wanted to provide water supply and street 
- lighting as eatly as possible and did not like to wait till such time as the 
townships could be taken over by the municipal committees. We wantəd that 
no refugee should remain without water and lighting in these townships. My 
hon. Friend Sardar Jagjit Singh Mann has pointed out that the authority to 
exempt any payment shouid have been left to some officer. But I may 
submit that the clause would be employed only in avery few cases and in 
very unforeseen circumstances. Itis the duty of the residents to pay all 
charges for water and street lighting. This law is applicable to all 
a refugees alike .and does not make any concession in anybody’s favour. 
it has also been said that the plots should be given to refugees only. 
The Government has always been guided by such principle and the plots 
will be sold to refugees. A regards the houses that have remained 
unsold, it is the intention of the Government to give preference to 
refugees andin case no refugee is willing to purchase the house it would 
be given to non-refugees. I may assure the hon. Members that no competition 
between the refugees and non-refugees for the purchase of houses and 
plots will be encouraged. My‘hou. Friend Chaudhri Sunder Singh has remarked 
that Government money has been wasted on building parks and making 
the townships on the model of America. I quite agree with the hon. 
Friends who say that the houses have not beea properly built. I. 
think if a little care was exercised better houses could have been built. 
But- since these have now been completel, the refazees should make 
the best use of them now, I actually cannot pronise but in view of large 
number of complaints received by the Government in this behalf I am 
contemplating to form a committee of experts which would give its finding as 
to who is at fault. Government, however, cannot escape from the 
7 responsibility and it, therefore, feel advised to make enquiry into the 
matter as to why better houses could not be built. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: I would like to bring it to the notice of- 
of the hon Minister in-charge that the prices of the houses should have been 
considerably lowered. 


Minister for Rehabilitation : My hon. Friend perhaps does not know that 
thesé houses were soid at much less than the cost price. An enquiry will, 
F however, be made as to why improper use of Government money was ` 

made while raising these townships. (Voices: What useful purpose will 

it serve at this stage ?) 


Shrimati hanno Devi Sehgal: May I know whether this committee | 
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Minister for Rehabilitation: Such a committee will include Engineers who 
will be able to give expert opinion as to who has been responsib’e for defective 
construction of the houses. The question of inclusion of Members of this 

‘House does not arise as they will not be in a position to give their 
expert advice in the matter. 

Shrimati Shanno Devi Sehgal: Does it mean that our knwoledge 
is less than that of Engineers in this matter ? 

Minister for Rehabilitation: I will, however, be there on your behalf. I 
must say that it was a mistake to build refugee townships on the model of 
America. Anyhow, when it is an accomplished fact, they shou!d make the best TaS 
use of it now. There is a redeeming feature also being away from the w 
over crowded cities the atmosphere of these townships is very healthy. I feel 
that if my hon. Friend Chaudhri Sundar Singh was made to live in 
those townships which have open air and good light he would improve 
greatly in health as compared to his brother who might be made to 
_live in the dirty lanes of Gurdaspur. And the difference in the appearance 
and the physique of the two will be evident. One who lives in one of 
these townships for a year and enjoys thə, benefit of open air and sun- 
shine will be found to be much more healthy than one who has lived in 
the lanes of :ome old town like Gurdaspur. In this way, Sir, good will 
come out of evil and the refugees who are not having two square meals 
a day will be able to have some conpensation in the form of nourish- 
ment supplied! by the sun and the pure air. 

Shri Virendra has objected as to why dates have been fixed for 
monthly payment of fees and the payment of arrears within a fortnight 
of the receipt of the demand. I may assure my Friend that it is far 
from Goevrnment’s intention to put the refugees to hardship. Whenever 
a tax is levied, some dates have to be fixed forits payment. If this is 
not done, arrears will accumulate and then question will be asked as 
to why realization has not been made in time. We want that realization 
should not fall into arrear and that is why dates have been fixed. 
Then it is useless to try to read into this Bill things which are not 
there. The intention of the Government. is clear and evident viz., to 
charge from the refugees fees to meet the expenses of street lighting 
and water supply. I may assure the House that care will be taken to 
see that the operation of this measure does not result in any undue MES 
hardship to the refugees concerned. I would, therefore, request that this ; 
Bill be passed in its present form without any amendment.” If on experience, 
ìt is found tlat some concession should be given to the refugees 
concerned, the Government will bring an amending Bill before the House. 

| Moreover, the money that will be thus realized, will continue to be 
spent for their benefit. With these words, I commend this Bill for the 
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Mr. Speaker: Question is—— 
That the Punjab New Townships (Street Lighting and Water 


Supply) Fees Lill be takea into consideration at once. 


The motion was carried. 


Mr. Speaker: The House will now proceed to consider the Bill 
Clause by Clause. 


CLAUSE 1 
Sub-clauses (2) and (3) 
Mr. Speaker: Question is—— 
That sub-clauses (2) ard (3) of clause I stand part of the Bill, 


The motion wae carried, 


Clauses 2 and 3 
Mr. Speaker: Question is—— 
That clauses 2 and 3 stand part of the Bill. 
The motion was carried, 
CLAUSE 4 


Mehta Ranbir Singh (Ludhiana and Ferozepore, General, Rural) (Hindi) : 
I move— — 
That in sub clause (1) line 2, for the word and figures “Rs. 3-2-0,” 
the word and figures “Rs. 0-8-0” and in line 3, for the word 


and figures “Rs. 6-8-0’ the word and figures “Rs, 1-8-0” be 
substituted. > 


Sir, at first I had decided to press for the deletion of this clause, 
Later on, after giving more thought to the matter, I came to the con- 
clusion that this Government would not let the poor refugees go 
untaxed and even if this clause were deleted here, some other way 
would be founl to charge these fees from them. When the houses in these 
townships were auctioned, some sort of understanding was given to the 
buyers that the cost of the houses included the cost of provision of such 
amenities as electricity and water supply. Now that the Government has 
decided to resile from that position, it would be futile to expect it to 
honour its words, even though it agrees to withdrayv this Bill. 


Sir, I am not at all in favour of making any such levy on the 
poor refugees who are finding it difficult even to pay the cost of the 
houses It is after a good deal of reflection that I have decid.d to 
move these amendments since in their case, some comcession, however, 
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little, would be better than none. I want that the fee for street-lighting 
should be annas eight instead of Rs. 3/8/- per mensem and that for 
water supply Rs. 1/8/- instead of Rs. 6/8’-. The Hon. Minister has in his speech 
stated that investigation will again be made into the matter and if it is 
found that undue hardship is being caused to refugees, some concession 
will be given. I am surprised to note, Sir, that the hon. Minister 
has brought this Bill before the House without making proper investi- 
gation into the matter. 


T have to point out with regret, Sir, that if the hon. Minister 
had had a full realization of his responsibilities, he would not have 
tried to take the time of the House unnecessarily, by bringing this 
Bill without proper investigation of the matter. 

Minister For Rehabilitation: What my Friend is saying is not 
correct. I had said that full investigation had been made before 
bringing this Bill in the House. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: The hon. Minister had assured the House 
that if on investigation it was found that even a single pie had been 
charged unduly from any refugee, he would see to it that it was 
refunded. But so far as the Bill is concerned, we do not find any 
such provision made therein. Nor is there any provision which can be 
interpreted to mean that the Government would have the power to 
grant any remission in these fees in any deserving cases. We wish 
if the hon. Minister hid given a little more thought to this matter, 
such heavy fees would not have been proposed. May I know if the 
hon. Ministers before giving ,his approval to this proposal, tried to 
ascertain the expenses per house that the Municipal Committee of any 
town has to bear in connection with the street-lighting arrang:ment ? 
Surely if such facts and figures were collected, it would be easily realized 
that the rate of ihe proposed fees is unfair and too heavy. Is there 
a single t»wnin the .tate, whose Municipality is spending Rs. 3-8-0 per 
house in connection with street lighting ? Can tbe hon. Minister cite, the 
instance of one such town? Sir, the fact of the matter is that as usual, 
our Minister cin find no time to go into such details, and consult 
the experts. It is certainly less bother-some to agree to whatever proposal 
is made by the officers of the department. 


Sir, I think this Bill has not received the consideration it deserved 
before it was brought to this House. It is not based on any sound argu- 
ments or facts and figures and should not be passed. The hon. Minister 
adduced a very interesting argument for charging fee for electricity. He 
said toat in the absence of street lighting there may be thefts in the 
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$ town-ships and consequently some householders may be put to losses 
of thousands or hundreds rupees. This reminds me of the strange argu- 
ment which the ‘Suthras’ (a kind of beggars) advance while asking for 
alms. 


— Mr. Speaker : Order please !- Such words should not be used. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Js the werd ‘“Suthra’’ unparliamentary ? 


eo w Mr. Speaker: The way in which this word has ben used is undesi- 
ig vable. The hon. Member has said: ‘Such arguments are advanced y 
á Suthras’. It is objecticnable. The hon. Member should remember that 

, every word that is uttered on the floor of the House is being taken 


down. Hon. Members should be as polite and parliamentary as possible. 
These proceedings will go down to posterity. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Sir, I have a great respct for the Minister- 
in-charge. I was only saying that these ‘Suthvas’ when they ask for 
alms threaten the people that iu case they do not give half a pice they 
might lose their dear ones and ia „that circumstance they would be 
put to heavy expenditure for cremation and going to Hardwar etc. 
This was exactly the way in which the hon. Minister wished to charge 
the electricity fee from the people. He said that it was better for them to 
pay these charges than suffer losses from thefts. This is certainly no 
sound argument. I could have understood if he were to say that they 
should pay something to the exchequer as they, I mean the refugees, 
make lakhs, thousands or even hundreds of rupees a year. That is not 
the case. Everybody knows full well that these pocr people find hard 
to make loth ends meet. Whatever little they had with them when 
they came from the West Panjab, they have spent and are penni- 

pe less now. I wonder how they will manage to pay the price of their 
houses even by instalments. 7 
Sir, I do not nean to appeal only“to the sentiment of the hen. 
Mem ers while speaking on the clause under consideraticn. I wish to 
deal with it on the basis of facts and figures. I would ask- the House 
not to vote for any measure simply because the Government so desires. 
a We should always be led by facts and the facts clearly show that 

> the refuges- have. not got sufficient income to enable them to bear 

the burden of heavy charges, I, therefore, request the hon. Minis‘er 

who is an old Congress worker and who is serving as 2 Bhabhikhshan in 

a so called Ram Raj that he should try to“ help the refugees and 

sympathize with them. I have called him a Bhabhikhshan because he 

Leena — is cne of the refugees, but this does not mean that other refugees 
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ate ‘Rakhshasas’ (Demons) and that they should be finished as such. 
The refugees deserve all help and sympathy and this the Government 
should give them in case it values a good name. The present attitude 
of the Government is very reprehensible. It appears to be acting like 
‘Acharajs’. when it attempts to extract money from helpless people It 
is true these unfortunate people were very well off at one time but 
now they are little better than living carcases. In these circumstances, 
it would be in the’ fitness of things if my amendment is accepted. 
However, if my suggestion proves inadequate, the losses, if any, can 
be made good by some subsequent measure. 


Mr, Speaker: Clause under consideration, amendment moved—— 


That in sub-clause (1) line 2, for the word and figures “Rs, 
3-8-0" the word and figures Rs. ‘0-8-9’ and in line 3, for 
the word and figures “Rs. 6-8-0", the word and figures 
“Rg, 1-8 0° be substituted. 


The motion was lost. 


Sardar Shiv Saran Singh (Kangra and Northern Hoshiarpui, Sikh, 
Rural): I move—— 


That in sub-clause (1) fcr the words “the fee at the rate of 
Rs. 3-8-0 for street lighting and Rs. 6-8-9) for water supply” 
the words “fees at a rate not exceeding Rs. 3-8-0 and Rs. 
6-8-0 for street lighting andi water supply respectively”, be 
substituted. 


Sir, my object in moving this amendment is that the Government 
may, if it s» desires, charge fees at a lesser rate than those put in 
the clause. 


Shri Virendra: Is the hon. Member moving this amendment on 
behrlf of the Government ? 


Sardar Shiv Saran Singh: I am simply moving my amendment. It 
is up to the Government to accept it or not. 


Shri Virendra : May I know from the hon. Minister as to whether 
the Government will reduce the rates when the initial charges have 
been met ? 


Minister For Rehabilitation: Certainly. 
Mr. Speaker: Clause under consideration, Amendment moved—— 


Thit in sub-clause (1) for the words “the fee at the rate of 
Rs. 3-8-0 for street lighting and Rs. 6-8-0 for water supply”, 
the words “fees at a rate not exceeding Rs. 3-8-0 and Ks. 
6-8-0 for street ligbting and water supply respectively be 
substituted. 7 


The moltton was cariied. 
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Mr. Speaker: Question is—— 
That clause 4, as amended, stand part of the Bill. 
The motion was carried. 


Clause 5 


Mehta Ranbir Singh (Ludhiana and _ Ferozepur, General, Rural) 
(Hindt)’: I move—— 


That in sub-clause (4), line 2, for the figure ‘6”, the figure “3° 
be substituted. 

Sir, I wish to make a few observations about this clause. 
A few days back, the hon. Chief Minister stated in reply to one of my 
questions that the Government did not believe in usury. At that time 
I thought that after the depariure of Muhammadans from the State to 
Pakistan, Government had adopted their principles but I find that 
its actions are quite different from its claims. Why are two different princi- 
ples observed in the matter of paying and receiving interest? Late 
chaudhri Chhotu Ram used to say abou! the Banias that they always 
weighed less and were dishonest in their dealings. In the case of our 
Government, I notice that when it has to pay interest to the people, 
it either does not pay or pays at the rate of four percent while it 


realizes six percent from them. Why should two different standards be 
applied in these cases? 


` 
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When the Government has to refund securities it pays interest at 
thè rate of four per cent only. It has about fifty lakhs of rupees on 
account of rent of Muslim evacuee property. Government which professes 
great sympathy fur the refugees is not prepared to reduce the rate of 
interest chargeable for late payment of fees under this Bill. Relying 
on the promi»es held out by it, some refugees bought houses in these 
townships. Government now tells them that it was not prepared to 
charge less than six per cent of interest on the amounts due to it. 


Ay 


Sardar Swaran Singh: It has excelled the hon. Member in this 
respect. 


V Mr. Speaker: It is my unpleasant duty to warn hon. Members 
not to address one another. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: May I know the rate of interest charged 
by the Government of India on the loans advanced by it to our 
Government? Is it not a fact that while it charge only two and 
a half or three per cent, our Government wishes to charge six per cent 
from the poor refugees. If the Government is going to treat the refugees 
in this manner, it cannot claim to be representative of the people, 
working for their benefit. 
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I would request the hon. Minister concerned to accept this amend 
ment inorder to help the refugees for whom he claims to have so much 
sympathy. I hope he would not insist on this point too much and would 
agree to charge 3 per cent interest from the refugees instead of six per cent. 
If, however, he assures us that this increase of three per cent would be 
returned to the refugees in some form, it can be considered.: Govern- 
ment should charge as much interest from the refugees as it is paying to 
the Government of India. If at all the Govirnment wants to do this 
sort of banking, it can find other customers. But it should spare the 
refugees. Without saying anything more, I would request the hon. Minis. 
er to accept this amendment now, if he overlooked this point before. 

Mr. Speaker: Clause under consideration amendment moved—— 

That in sub-clause (4), line 2, for the figure ”6” the figure “3% be sub- 


stituted. 
The Assembly divided Ayes 4, Noes 56. 
AYES 
1. Bachan Singh, Sardar. -į 3 Sajjan Singh, Sardar. 
2, Ranbir Singh, Mehta. 4. Sura] Mal, Chaudhri. 
NOES 
1. Ajit Singh, Sardar. 17. Gurbachan Singh Bajwa, The 
2, Amar Nath Shri, Vidya- Honourable Sardar. 
lankar. - l 18. Gurbachan Singh, Sardar. 

3. Badlu Ram, Chaudhri. 19. Gurbanta Singh, Master. 

4. Behari Lal Chanana, Shri. 20. Harbhaj Ram, Chaudhri. 

5. Beli Ram, Thakur. . | 21, Isher Singh Mujhail, Sardar, 

6. Bhagat Ram Chodha, Shri. 22. Jagdish Chander, Chaudhri, 

7. Bhagat Ram Sharma, Pandit. 23. Jagjit Singh Mann, Sardar. 

8. Bhagwan Dass, Shri, 24, Joginder Singh Mann, Sardar, 

9. Bhim Sen Sachar, Shri. | 25. Kabul Singh, Sardar. 

10. Buja Ram, Bhagat. | 26. Kartar Singh, Chaudhri. 
1t. Dalip Singh Kang, Sardar. | 27. Kartar Singh, Sardar. 
12. Dalip Singh, Thakur, — | 28. Kehr Singh, Sardar, 
13. Dev Raj Sethi, Shri, 29. Krishna Gopal Dutt, Chaudhri. 
14. Durga Chand Kaushish, Pandit. | 30. Lahri Singh, Chaudhri. 
15. Faqir Chand, Pandit. | 31, Lehna Singh Sethi, The 

Honourable Dr. 
16. Gopi Chand Bhargava, The 32. Matu Ram, Chaudhri. - 
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33. Monr Chaud, Chaudhri. ~. | 44, Sahib Ram, Chaudhri. 
34. Mohar Singh, Rao. | 45. Samar Singh, Chaudhri. 
P 35. Narinder Singh, Sant. | 46. Sant Ram Seth, Dr. 
| 36. Narotam Singh, The hon. | 47. Sher Singh Chaudhri. 
Sardar. ; 48. Shiv Saran Singh, Sardar. 
37. Panchain Chand, Thakur. 49. Shiv Singh, Sardar. 
38. Partap Singh, Sardar. 50. Shri Ram Sharma, Pandit. 
39, Prem Singh, Chaudhri. 51. Sita Devi, Shrimati 
; a 40. Prem Singh Mahant. 52. Swaran Singh, Sardar. 
5 4l. Prithvi Singh Azad, The hon, | 53% Sudarshan, Seth. . 
" n | 54. Sundar Singh, Chaudhri, 
s 42. Ranjit Singh, Captain. | Sos Vienara; i 
43. Rattan Singh Tabib, Shri. _ 56. Waryam Singh, Sardar, 


Shri Virendra (Ex-Member West Punjab Assembly representing 
West Division Multan, General, Rural) (Hindi): Sir, I move —-— 


That in sub-clause 4, line 2, after the words ‘interest at’ the 
words ‘a rate not exceeding’ be inserted. 


The motion was carried. 
Shri Virendra: I move—— 


That in sub-clause (1); line 3, for the words ‘within a fortnight 
of the rece pt of demand wren it relates to the past period” 
the following be substituted : 


“Three months of the receipt of demand and innot more than 
three instalment.” 


‘ - 


Sir, I have already brought it to the notice of t e Government that the 

realizing of arrears from the refugees is a great burden on them. But even if 

the Government is bent upon realizing the arrears for the last year and a 

half, years in my opinion it should not do so within such a short period. It 

is not possible for the refugees to pay the arrears within fifteen days of 

the receipt of demand. So I move this amendment that instead of a 

: fortnight the time limit should be at least three months and the 
amounts should be deposited in three instalments. 


Mr. Speaker : Clause under consideration, amendment moved — — 


a” 


‘That in sub-clause (1) line +, for the words ‘within......... period’ the 
following be substituted. 


‘Three months of the receipt of demand and in not more than three instalments. 
> ff 


Mehia Ranbir Singh (Ludhiana and Ferozepure, General, Rural) (Hindi) 
Original with; Bo a, ` ; 
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That in the amendment of Shri Virendra for the words ‘three months. 
the words ‘one year’ be substituted. 

Sir, I feel that the pees snould be at least one year instead of three 
months. The refugees are unable to bear this burden. The intention of 
the Government to realize the arrears will prove to be a rcal hardship to 
them We know the manner by which the sale was carried on after 
spending lakhs of rupees. Some of the houses are, even now, 
lying unsold. This policy of the Government will put a great hindrance 
in the way of their disposal. We should think of the amount that 
has been spent on them. Many of them are still vacant. We have 
been told that grassy lawns are made in front of them. I wonder what 
the Government of this State is doing. Why is it wasting money on 
unnecessary things ? 


Mr. Speaker: That is irrelevant. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Sir, what I wish to say is that the Govern- 
ment should do everything after careful consideration and planning. 
In this case the time that is inteided to be given for the realization 
of arrears is too short. It should not be less than one year in any 
case. That is the purpose of my amendment. If my amendment 
is not accepted the refugees will be put toa lot of trouble and hardship 
and the Government will also feel like bringing in another such amend- 
ment after four or five months. So the best thing is to realize the 
difficulty of those who will have to pay the arrears and to try to remove 
their hardship at this stage. I am, therefore, of the view that it is most 
desirable that the time limit for depositing the dues should be enhanced from 
three months to one year, as has been suggested in the amendment moved by 
my hon. Friend Shri Virendra Three moths’ time is a very small period. 
I feel that fixing of this period tantamount’s to throwing dust into the 
eyes of the public. I may poin out that when it comes io realization 
of the dues, Government will find that three months, time is not 
an c«dequate period. Then it will feel the necessity of bringing for- 
ward another amending Bill. I want them to avoid that eventuality. 
I would request them to hold consultations among themselves and sub- 
stitute one year for the period 3 months. 


Mr. Speaker: Clause under consideration amendment moved -- 


That in the aimendment of Shri Virendra for the word, ‘three months’ 
the words ‘one year’ be substitut d. 


The motion was lost. 


J. Mr. Speaker: I find that the amendment moved by Shri Virendra 
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requires redrafting. It is not properly worded and I would suggest tqa 
its consideration be postponed till it is redrafted. 


Consideration was accordingly postponed. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh (Ludhiana and Ferozepur, General, Rural.) Sir, 
I move -- 


That in lines 3-4, the words, “and costs, if any, incurred’, be omitted. 


Sir, this is an innocuous amendment and I don’t think any argument 
is required to further elucidate it. If the hon. Minister concerned gives 
careful consideration to my amendment, he will see no objection to its 
acceptance. Now section 6 reads thus :— 


‘In case of default all arrears of the fee payable to the State Govern- 
ment under the Act including interest chargeable thereon and costs, 


if any, incurred may be realized as arrears of land revcnue.’ 


Now if you just make a perusal of it, you will find that it includes 
the payment of arrears as well as the interest chargeable on it. So far, 
everything is understandable, but when we come to the words ‘costs if 
any, it Surpasses one’s comprehension as to what the words construe. It is 
not clear what sort of costs the framers of this Bill have in their mind. 
They are not specified in definite terms. I am of the view that such 
ambiguous words are used in the Bill at such places where Government 


do not want to do things ina straight manner. I say, if their heirt bleeds 


for the refugees then why don’t they act in a manner by which their 
sympathies for the refugees are not doubted? In this connection I am 
reminded of an anecdote about a Bania who fell seriously ill and recovered 
after a great deal of money had been spent on his treatment. When 
his friends came to congratulate him on his recovery, he said there was 
no occasion for felicitations as he had yet to die. (Laughter). I am of 
the opinion that the present Government is even worse than that Bania. 
This, too, has yet to die; then alone pecple would have a sigh of 
relief. This Government is putting the poor people to greater hardships 
than the accursed Bania, who, if he is rapacious, does things openly. 
But here what do we find? The Government dees not specify what these 
‘costs, if any’ would be. Do they want to drive out the refugees 
from their houses or do they want to take possession of their houses 
under the pretext that the latter were not able to pay their dues? 
I smell arat inthe ambiguity used in tiese words. Perhaps Government 
intends to include in these costs, lakhs of rupees which the contractors 


would like to put in their” pocket, or the travelling allowance which 
the officers would draw. 


b 
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Ate. Speaker: The hon. Member need not stretch the meaning. The! 
hon. Minister would state what those costs are. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Well, Sir, waat I want to drive at is that 
since the words ‘costs if any’ have not been clarified, they should be 


omitted, so that the refugees may be saved of any extra burden which 
the Government might like to put on them. 


Mr. Speaker: Clause under consideration, amendment moved— 


That in lines 3-4, the words, “and costs, if aay, incurred’, be 
omitte?. 


Minister for Rehabilitation (The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi) 
(Hindustan: I am really surprised that my hon. Friend Shri Ranbir 
Singh who is practising law............ o 


Mr. Speaker: No reflection please. 

Minister For Rehabilitation: Through you, Sir, I would tike to 
explain the meaning of the word “cost” for the information of my hon. 
Friend who has failed to understand ifs meaning. “Cost? means court 
expenses. If the arrears are to be realized through the court, the cost 
thus incurred and if granted by the court shall have te be paid by 
the defaulter. 


Mr. Specker: Question is—— 


= Thatin lines 3-4, the words, ‘and costs, if any, incurred’” be omitted. 
The motion was lost- 


Mr. Speaker: Question is—— F 


That clause 6 stand pirt of the Rill. a 
The motion was carried. 


CLAUSE 7 


Meh'a Ranbir Singh (Ludhiana and Ferozepur, General. Kura!) 
(Hindustani; : I move—— 


That sub-clause (?) ie ‘eleted. 


Sir, in my opinion this is the most repugnant clause in the whole 

of this Bill. If there is anything most repugnant in the whole of the 

1 P.M. Bill, it is this exemption clause. It really ill—behoves the Government 
to make such a provision in the Bill, now before the House. It is an 


open secret that Jlezislative measures which are placed on the Statute 
o 


Origihal wich; Book are always meant for the greatest good of the greatest number. 
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/s a matter of fact wise men do not frame such laws as are detrimental 
to the interests of the general public. 


Mr. Speaker : This is a reflection on the House as a whole. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Very well, Sir. I will say this that the hon. 
Members of this august House are very wise. What I wish to point out 
is that the main function of the House is to frame laws and place 
them on the Statute Rook. In fact it has to be more cautious and 
careful while dealing with legislation. It goes without saying that 
the hon. Members of this House may or may not interfere with the 
day-to-day administration of the State but it is obligatory on them to 
probe into the minutest details of all the legislative measures. The 
greatest achievement of a legislative Assembly can safely be determined 
by the type of laws it places on tke Statute Book and the way in which 
it does so. It is said blind Jaw is the best law and blind law does 
not mean a law framed by blind or ignorant persons but such law as. 
is not liable to different interpretations and does not discriminate between 
persons. Sir, through You, I would like to appeal to the Government on 
behalf of all the hon. Members that it is but neet and proper on 
their part to first realize their respcnsibilities and then frame such laws 
which may not te subjected to eny criticism by the people outside and 
that the provisions of any Pil when fessed into law may not be 
misused ,.by the officials concerned. 


Mr. Speaker: General lectures should be stopped. 


Mehta Ranbir singh: Sir, what I want to drive at is that 
laws should be framed in such a way that there may not te 
any likelihood of their misuse by the officials. If this 
is not done, I am sure all the legislative measures would be subjected 


to vehement criticism both inside and outside the House. In this 
connection I am reminded of the story of an Arab and a camel. 


vV mr. Speaker: I do not want any story. Leave it. 
Mehta Ranbir Singh: Sir, I am not repeating anything. This is 
only an argument. 
v Mr. Speaker: I do not want arguments by stor-es. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : Sir. arguments are being advanced in this House 
by way of similes. However I will not relate the story of an Arab and 
the camel as hon. Members must be aware of it. So far as the 
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[Mehta Ranbir Singh] 
to exempt any purchaser from the payment of the fee or the interest dice 
accrued or due as the case may be I am of the opinion that by 

providing the exemption clause Government would be out to give such e 
concessions to their own favourites and relations. If this state of affairs 

continues, I am sure, time wil not be far when the present 
Government will tave to make rcom for others who can be of some 

real service to the general public. 


\ Mr. Speaker: I would draw the attention of the House to the 


fact that the hon. Member is pers’stent in irrelevancy. N 
Mehta Ranbir Singh: Sir, I have moved an amendment for the e 


deletion of Sub-Clause (2) of Clause 7. It has been said that this 
provision would be used by the Government very seldom. But I am 
of the opinion that the object for which this Bill is going to be placed 
on the Statute Book will not be achieved by making such unnecessary 
provisions in it. I really fail to understand as to why such Bills are 
brought ‘in this House which are not instrumental in doing any good 
to the people- | 


wv Mr. Speaker: Since the hon. Member is persistently indulgirg in 
irrelevancy, I ask him to discontinue his speech, 


Mr. Speaker: Question is—— 


That sub clause (2) be deletede 
After ascertaining the votes of the House by voices, Mr Speaker said, “I. 


think the Noes have it’. This opinion was challenged and Division was claimed, 
Mr. Speaker after calling upon those Members who supported the claim for 
Division and those uho challenged his decision to rise tn their places 
declared that the Division was unnecessarily claimed, 
The motion was declared lost. 
e% 
Mr. Speaker : Question is —— 
Ihat clause ? stand part of the Rill. 
The motion was carried. l 
CLAUSE 8 
Mr. Speaker: Question is—— i i 
That clause 8 stand part of the Fill, ~ 


| The motion was carried. 


| CLAUSE 9 
i Shri Dev Raj Sethi: I move-~ 
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That in line 3, for the word ‘ lighting”, the words “water supply” be substituted. 


The motion was carried. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: iI move— 


That in line 5 betwcen the word ‘connection’? and the word ‘pipes’ the word 
“and” be inserted, and the word ‘etc’. be omitted. 


The metion was carried. 


Mehta Randir Singh (Ludhiana and Ferozepur, Genera!, Rural) 
(Hindustani): I move— 


That io lines 6-7, tho words "together with the necessary departmental charges” 


‘tbe ommitted. 


Sir I do not propose to make a long speech in this connection. The Govern- 
ment has provided a big sum in the Budget for this department and the 
department had held out an assurance that it would make arrangement for the 
supply of water and street lighting. I would, however, not offer any objection 
if the cost of the service connections, pipesetc. is charged from the refugees, 
but I do not think that Government is justified to recover departmental 
charges. (Here the honourable Member addresse i the Speaker as “Bhai J tn”) 


| Sardar Swaran Singh: Sir, he should be asked to withdraw the word 
“Bhai Jan” which he has used while addressing you. 


Uni. Speaker: His colleague calls me“ Gurmukh”’ and he calls me ‘‘Bhai 
Jan” (Laughter). : 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: Sir, Ihave been addressing the Chair most 
respectfully and saying that these departiental charges should not be recovered 
from the refugees, When officers are vested with powers to recover the amount, 
they will adopt coercive methods for realizing such charges. It appears as if 
the Government wants to recover the whole cost of administration of the 
department from the refugees. If this is so, then I fail to understand 
the need for constituting the Resources and Retrenchment Committee. Before 
recovering such charges, the Government should have considered ‘seriously 
whether refugees are in a rositiun to pay those charges. This shows that the 
sword of Democles would ever remain hanging on their heads with a slender 
thread. Such a provision in the Bill will leave scope for officers to harass the 
refugees for the realization of the departmental charges. These charges should 
be specified and must not be left to the department to decide. Such a 
clause is, therefore, open to serious objection. The Government is conferring 
powers on officers which are likely to be misused by them. The Government 
should anyhow, make it clear that these charges will not exceed two rupees I 
would say that a legislative measure like a sharp-edged weapon, if not 
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handled properly, is likely to cause injury. There is a serious lacuna in this . 
clause as it does not specify the amount of departmental charges. I would 


ask the hon. Minister in charge if the Government wants to recover the oe 
salaries of the Chief Engineer and other staff from the helpless refugees. He 

should make it clear so that we may inform the public that they should 

think seriously before purchasing any plot or house. It is known to every- 

one how the powers conferred under any Act are often misused by the person 

representing the authority of law. The clause in question is ambiguous 

and I would, therefore, suggest that it should not form part of the Bill. , g i os 

Mr. Speaker: Clause under consideration, amendment moved— x 


That in ‘ines 6-7 the words ‘‘together with the necessary departmental charges” 
be omitted. . 


Minister for Rehabilitation (The hon. De Lehna Singh Sethi) (Punjabi) : 
Sir, I am constrained to remark that some of my hon. Friends became ‘Yamla’ 
i. e. pretend not to know many things whea they make speeches in the 
House. 


Shri Kedar Nath Saigal: Sir, the hon. Member should withdraw this — 
remark, 


Minister for Rehabilitation: I withdraw this remark. I am sorry to 
say that some of my hon. Friends think and also try to create impression 
in the minds of refugees to show that the salaries of the Chief Engineer and 
other departmental expenses are intended to be recovered from the refugee 
house-owners. They should know that the “departmental “charges” are 
fixed. I fail to appreciate the argument of my hon. Friend that the payment 
of fee at the rate of Rs. 3/8/- for street lighting and Rs. 6/8/- for water supply 
| per month per house will cover the salary of Rs. 3,700 per mensem of the T 
| Chief Engineer. I may inform the House that the departmental charges 
will be recovered according to certain fixed percentage. Perhaps my hon, 
Friend may go to the length of saying that all the travelling allowance 
which will have to be paid to M. L, Asis to be recovered from every single 
houseowner. I may assure him that it will never be so. Such charges 
will be very nominal and are levied everywhere. 


Mr. Speaker: Question is—— 
That in lines 6-7, the words ‘‘together with the necessary departmental charges” 
be omitted. . 
The motion was lost. 
Mr. Speaker: Question is—— 
That clause 9, as amended, stand part of the Bills 
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"A Mr. Speaker: Question is— 
That clause {0 stand part cf the Bill, 


The motion was carried. 
CLAUSE 5 
Shri Virendra : I move—— 


That in sub clause (1) lines 3 an 1 4, for the words “within a fortnight of the receipt 
of demand wh'n it relates to the past period”, the following be substituted :— 


oo 


‘df it relates to any period before the coming into force of this Act, within three 


months of he notice of demand and in not more than three instalments’, 
| The motion was carried. 
Sardar Swaran Singh: To my mind, Sir, the amendment that has just 
) been adopted will not read properly as there must be some specification of 
the instalments. If the word ‘instalments’ is not specified, it will be very 
vague. It must be clearly laid down whether the instalment is to be monthly, 
fortnightly, or for any other period specifically mentioned. 

Chief Minister: The purchaser has to pay the amount within three 
months. He may pay in one instalment, in two instalments or in three 
instalments as he chooses. After paying one instalment, he can pay the 
second after a month or after a fortnight as it suits him. 

Mr. Speaker: Question is— 

That clause 5, as amended, stand part of the Bill, 
The motion was carried, 
i CLAUSE 1 
a Sub-Clause (1) 
Mr. Speaker: Question is—— 
l, That subclause (1) of clause 1 stand part of the Bill, 
i | The motion was carried. 
SA a TITLE 
L Mr. Speaker: Question is—— 


That the Title be the Title of the Bill. 


The motion was carried. 


en Minister for Rehabilitation (The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi): I 
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That the Punjab New Townships (Stre-t Lighting and Water Supply) Fees Bill 
ag amended be passed. 


Mr. Speaker : Motion moved —— 


That the Punjab New Townships (Street Lighting and Water Supply) Fees Bill 
be passed. 

Sardar Sajjan Singh (Patti, Sikh, Rural) (Punjabi): Sir, I have risen 
to oppose this Bill because Į feel that the powers that the Government 
proposes to assume through it are uncalled for. The passing of this measure 
will tantamount to subjecting the refugees to a great hardship. Already 
the Government has made a good deal of profit cut of land on which the 
houses in question have been constructed. The Government has managed 
to realize Rs. 1500 to 2,500 per ‘kanal’, for land, the piice of which, keeping 
in view the local price prevailing in the locality concerned, can in no case be 
more than ks 700 to 800 per ‘hanal. It is chiefly for this reason that the 
Government is not entitled to charge the expenses incurred in connection 
with providing street-lignting and water supply in the form of a fee from the 
refugees who have purchased houses in refugee townships. The Government 
has already realized three to iour times the original cost of land from them 


and has thus made a lot of profit and so, for the purposes in question, it is 


proper’ that the Government should spend from its own coffers. 


UV Mr. Speaker: three hon, Members have already said this. The 
arguments that have already. been advanced by other non. Members should 
not be repeated. 

Sardar Sajjaa Siaga: All right, Sir. The hon. Minister has assured 
that not a single pie in excess of the actual cost will be realized from the refug: es 
but I am afraid nobody cai trust this Government to keep its word. Keeping 
in view its past conduct, it is indeed ditficult to trust it in any matter in 
future. How can the Goverameni, which did not hesitate to make a profit 
of Rs. 17 lakhs by sale of seeds, be trusted any more ? 


Pandit Shri Ram Siarms: Ou a point of order, Sir. Is the hon. 
Speaker not yet convinced that dilatory tactics are being employed to hamper 
the work oi legislation’ L want co know wuether tne Speaker cannot do 
anything’ to prevent this state of aifuirs. Is he absolutely helpless in the 
Ne g 
Jm. Speaker: Iam aware of that, but in spite of that I stick to the 
rules and allow the hon. Members to move amendments and speak on other 
motions. Although, very important changes have been effected in the 
Bill under discussion, ‘yet I would lihe to bring itto the notice of the hon 
Members that one whole day has been taken up in seeing through one Bill. 


Punjdf Vidhan sæhe hon. Members, I am sute, do realize what one waole day meants. 
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Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Is there no limit to the number of times 
that the Speaker is bound to tell a Member that he is induiging in repetition ? 
w Mr. Speaker: When any Member indulges in irrelevancy, I warn him 
once, twice, thrice and if he still persists in irrelevancy, it is only then that 
I apply the rule and a-k him to discontinue his speech, 

Sardar Sajjan Singh: Sir, wiit I want to tell the House through 
you, is that if we pass the Bill, the coadition of the persons affected will be 
the same as is referred to in the Punjabi saying 

ala weal TF see aqt 
US wg 3 Aux ABA 


What I mean to say is how will the pople who cannot afford to procure 
clothing for. themselves, be able to puy these fess for street-lightinz and 


\ 


wa ter-snpply. 
Mr, Speaker: Question is :— | E 
That the Punjab New Townships (Street lighting and Water Supply) 


Fees Bill as amended be passed. 


The motion was carried, 


ABOLITION OF VILLAGE CESS (KURI KAMINI) BILL. 


Minister for Education (Che hon. Sardar Narotam Singh) : Sir, I 
introduce the Punjab Abolition of Village Ce-s (Kuri Kamini) Bill. , g 
Minister for Education : I move— 
That the Punjab Abolition of Village Cess (Kuri Kamini) Bill be 
taken ints consideration at once. 
Mr. Speaker: Motion moved— 
That the Punjab Abolition of Village Cess (Kuri Kamini) Bill be taken 
into consideration at once. 

Master Gurbanta Sisgh (Jullundur, General, Rural, Reserved seat) 
(Punjabi): Sir, I have stood up to support the Kuri Kamini Bill. This 
Kuri Kamini cess is at present payable by about fifty lakhs of people who 
live in villages and are non-agriculturists. They are called “ghavi kaumi”. 
These “ghavi kaumis’’ are usually MHarijans, carpenters, blacksmiths or 
shoe makers who have the misfortune of living in the rural areas. They 
are required to pay in many places of this State house rent varyirg Fetween 
Rs. 2 and Rs. 5 per annum. I donot find any sense in subjecting thes? 
people to a rent or a cess. These people bave lived in the houses for which 
they are asked to pay rent fer thousands of years but they -re not treated 
as owners. Such a thing is unprecedented in the whole world. Ordinarily 
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if a person has exercised adverse possession over a place for cver twelve 
years, he becomes its owner. A Municipality or a District Board cannot eject 
a person froma place belonging to it if he‘has!been in its possession for 
over thirty years. The time limit in case of Government property is sixty 
| years. But believe it or not the ‘kamins’ of the villages or the ‘“ghavi 
| kaumis’” are not entitled to ownership even if they have lived in their : 


ta tw SS 


houses for generations. This house rent is not the only form of Kuri Kamini. m 
Anoth-r form is what they call “Puncbh.” In Hindustani ‘punchh’ also | 
means the tail of an animal but that is not the meaning here. This isa l 
cess which is charged from the ‘ghavi kaumis’ who are the original inhabi- 
tants of India for the grazing of their cattle in Shamlat lands. This is not 
all. They are required to make huts for ‘the zamindars, repair their houses, f 
till their lands and render begar in so many shapes and forms that itis, 

not possible for me to describe them. If unfortunately a zamindar dics 

it is a “ghavi kaumi” who must carry the message to his friends. 


Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member is irrelvant. He should confire d 
himself to the Bill. ` 

Master Gurbanta Singh : I can assire the hon Speaker that we ali 
wish to pass this Bill. With the exception probably of three hon. Members, ‘ 


nobody will oppose it. I was saying that if a zamindar dies, ghavi kaumi 
has to carry the message of his death to his friends even if he had twenty 
relatives around him at the time of his death. 

LU Mr. Speaker: It is no use speaking about these things at the 
present time. 

Master Gurbanta Singh: Very well, Sir. If you do not permit, I 
shall leave these things to themselves. But I think that there will be no 
} charge of irrelevancy against me if I discuss as to what would be the effects 
| of this measure I wish that the abolition of the Kuri Kamini should not 
| meet the fate of the social Disabilities Removal Act. Perhaps the hon, 
Members of this House are not aware that now when the Harijans manage 
to get water from the wells with the aid of the Government officers, the 
zamindars boycott them anddo not allow them to enter their fields. This 
| has entailed a very great hardship for them. I know that when a Harijan 
refuses to sell a shoe for four rupees instead of five rupees to the zamindars 


the zamindars are always successful in imposing exorbitant taxes on them 

| in the form of ‘Chaukidara’ etc. So in these circumstances I desire that 

this Bill when passed should not adversely affect the interests of the poor 
kamins and be a cause for disputes and litigation. 


I wish to point out that unless action is taken on the four questions 
| I am going to refer to, this Bill when enacted will have several evil effects. 
| Unless this is done, it will do no good even if the Government gives it the 
Origith! with; Widest publicity. I know that the hon. Members are getting impatient. | 
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Mr. Speaker : The hon. Member should be relevant. 


Master Gurbanta Singh: I wish to draw the attention of the Govern- 
ment to these problems. In reply to the discussion on the Budget, the Chief 
Minister stated on the 14th March that the Government would declare the 
Members of scheduled castes as agriculturists. 


= 


V Mr. Speaker; That has been done. Kindly leave that matter aside. | 


Master Gurbanta Singh : When this Bill is passed and we cease to pay 
the kuri kamini cess, we shall be boycotted and compelled to leave the 
villages. I shall request the Government to take steps to’ make us the 
owners of the land on which our houses stand. | | 


/ Mr. Speaker: This isnot the point under. discussion. I realise that 
everything directly or indirectly can be made relevant but the words in 
the Rule are, ‘Members must be strictly relevant. 


Master Gurbanta Singh: I was submitting, Sir, that | till the Govern- 


ment takes action in some other matters also, this Bill will do no good 
to the scheduled castes. 


VMr. Speaker: If it will do no good, it can be thrown out. 


Master Gurbanta Singh: Under the new Constitution, the Government 


of India has to appoint a special officer for looking after the welfare of the 
backward classes. When the Government has decided to abolish the Kuri 
Kamini cess, it should also take steps for the appointment of such an officer 
in this State. If this is not done we will be boycotted and our position will 
become very difficult- | m m; 


Sardar Dalip Singh Kang: If the hon. Member thinks that the Bill 


will create difficulties, will helike it to be circulated for eliciting public 
opinion thereon ? : 


_ Master Gurbanta Singh: I was submitting that a special officer must 
be appointed at an early date. E 


T Mr. Speaker: This speech will have the reverse effect. It would be 
better to stick to the matter under discussion. __ 


Master Gurbanta Singh : know that in spite of what I might say, it 
will have the reverse effect. A Bill for the remova! of disabilties of Harijans 


has already been passed but it has not yielded any useful result. A case is 


going on in Simla in connection with it, but no decision has been made 
so far. It is my duty to refer to questions connected with this 
Bill. One ofthe results of passing this Bill would be that it would 
become difficult for us to live in the villages. We shall become 
jobless and as we are poor people, it will not be possible for us to move 
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to the cities and settle there. In this connection, I wish to cite the case of 
a potter who had been living in a certain village for over two years. 


V Mr. Speaker: What has it got to do with the Kuri Kamini cess ? 


Master Gurbanta Singh: It is connected with the Kuri Kamini in 
this manner. An hon. Member of this House did not permit that potter to 
construct a roof over his house. The wife of that potter gave birth to two 
children in that uncovered house. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Sir, I hav2 been following with interest the 
arguments of my hon. Friend and think that he is quite relevant. The 
idea of the Bill is to promote harmony and cordiality and the hon. 
Member has all along been dealing with the point that the object of the Bill 
will not be achieved in fact. 


Mr. Speaker: It is not the object of the Bill which is under discussion ; 
it is the contents of the Bill that should be discussed. The principle 
of the Bill is to be discussed at this stage and not the Statement of 
Objects and Reasons attached to the Bill. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh : Principle of the Bill is also given in the Statement 
of Objects and Reasons. If at this time general principle of the Bill is 


to be discussed, then the hon. Member can enems what is stated in the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons. 


ae Mr. Speaker: Only the principle of the ` Bill Joni be discussed. I 


am not concerned with anything else. 


Chaudhri Matu Ram: (Ludhiana and ..Ferozzpore, General, Rural, 
Reserved seat) (Hindustani) : Sir, this cess called Kuri Kamini is being 
realised from the Harijans from times immemorial. Now that it is going 
to be abolished, we are grateful to the Government andI congratulate it on 
bringing this Bill before the House. I specially congratulate my hon. Friend 


Shri Prithvi Singh Azad 


v Mr Speaker: You can do that outside the House. 


Chaudhri Matu Ram: The hon. Minister came in conflict with the 
Unionist Government on several occasions on this issue. But it is only now 
in the regime of our own Government that this undesirable cess is being 
abolished. Through you, Sir, I thank all the hon. Members of this House 
as also the Government for supporting this Bill. 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal: (Hansi, General, Rural) (Hindustani): Sir, 
most of my hon. Friends might be under the impression that I have stood 
up to oppose the Bill. But actually this is not the case. I have stood up 
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to support the Bill and to assure my Scheduled caste brethren that the 
Zamindars who are proprietors of villages, are in no way against the interests 
of the Scheduled castes. The fears of the latter that the Zamindars will put 
them to trouble, if this Billis passed, are without basis. But this Bill, I 
would like to point out, can become effective only if the support of the 
Zamindars is enlisted in its favour. [t was with this purpose that we went 
from place to place and exhorted people to accord fair treatment to 
our Scheduled Caste brethren. and we _ passed a resolution in a 
meeting of the provincial Zamindars in support of the abolition of Kuri 
Kamini, The people from whon the Scheduled castes could have any fears 
on this score are already prepared to help them. Doubtless the village 
proprietors met the common expenses such as the entertainment of Govern- 
ment officials, from this cess. But now the Zamindars are prepared to take 
that burden upon themselves alone if our poorer brethren are not in a posi- 
tion to contribute. This cess up till now is used on matters of common 
interest of the whole of the village. But now the proprietors alone will have to 
bear that burden. It is possible that this cess might not have been properly 
used in some villages or that some Zamindars or Lambardars might have 
misused it. But on the whole, it is used for common purposes. Anyway 
if rural brethren of ours think it below their dignity to pay this cess, 
we arè prepared to help them out of this inferiority complex. We wane 
that there should be no consideration of the high and the low in the minds 
of the rural people. This Bill will also benefit non-proprictors other than 
Scheduled Castes who live in villages. What we desire is unity, harmony 
and fraternity among all people who live in villages and there should be 
no discord and disaffection. I know some people have tried to create bad 
blood among us in the name of this cess of Kuri Kamini. They tried to 
instigate our Harijan brethren against the Zamindars. These tactics can- 
not be liked by any honest person who has the good of the country at heart. 
All honest people think that we should accord fair treatment to our Harijan 
brethren, All the same I would like to say this much that our Harijan 
brethren should not be misled by the propaganda of persons who want to 
exploit them. They should try to know where their interest lies. Some 
people try to create bad blood between the Harijans and the Zamindars. 


It is but right that the Harijans should distinguish between their friends | 
and foes. 


Chaudhri Matu Ram: The hon. Member should, therefore, let the 
Bill be passed 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal: So faras I am concerned, I do not grudge if 
Harijans are made even kings. But if this Bill is rushed through and we are 


) noť allowed to express our views, its purpose will not be served. In that case 
it may do more harm than good to our Harijan brethren. The people should 
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, be persuaded to take the Bill in the spirit* in which it is being passed. Some 
hon. Members have congratulated the Government and the hon. Labour 
Minister on the introduction of this Bill. But in fact, congratulations are 
due to those rural people who are actually concerned. in the matter. In the 
end, I strongly support this Bill. | 


~o Mr. Speaker : Question is — 
; That the question be ‘oe ant. 
PS "The motion was carried. 
Mr Speaker : Question iS — o 
That the Punjab Abolition of Vill age Cass al Da Bill be taken 
Into consideration at once. . 


ae The niotion was carried. 


dad 
ac en 


The Assembly then aljourned till 19 A. M.o. Siturdey, 1st April 165°. 
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PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


FIRST SESSION OF THE FIRST PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


Saturday, Ist April 1950. 
The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Simla, at 10 a.m. of the 
clock. Mr. Speaker (The hon. Sardar Kapoor Singh) in the Chair, 


Note :—The question hour was dispensed with under the direction of 
Mr. Speaker. 


` 


ces Se 


ADJOURNMENT. 


Chief Minister (The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava): I move—— 


That the Assembly at its rising this dav shal! stand ad‘ourned sine die, 


Sir, it was my desire that the Bill rezarding the relationship between 
landlords and terants should be prepared and brought hefore the House in 
the current session. We have already arrived at some understanding regard- 
ing this Bill and the final agreement is yet to be arrived at which I hope will 
be done within a day or two. We want to increase the term of tenancy of 
tenants so that they may have greater security and they may be able to work 
more whole heartedly than now. But full agreement has not yet been reached 
on the provisions of this Bill. I, however, hope that we will arrive at final 
decision in a day or two. When itis ready we will advise the Governor 
to call another session for the purpose of passing this Bill as also number of 
other Bills. 


Some of the hon. Members have expressed the desire that more time 
should be devoted to the legislative business so that it may be fully discussed. 
That is why some of the Bills on the order paper will be referred to select 
committees. When their reports are received, they will be brought betore the 
House along with other Bills in the next session which will be called for 
passing all these Bills. It is with this purpose that I have brought this 
motion before the House. J hope the House would accept it. 


Mr. Speaker: Motion mo\ed~ — 


That the Assembly at its rising this day shall stand adjourned sine die, + 


Mer’ Ranbir Singh (Ludhiana and Ferozepur, General. Rural) (/Zindu- 


: stant) : „I have stood up to oppose this motion. A number of Bills have 
Ee a alrea? © vui brought before the House. It was with a view to disposing of 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 4° TE 
ee be thes: «ils that the hon. Chief Minister brought the motion for utilizing the two 
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days meant for non-official business, for Government business. We were given 
the impression that that step was being taken in view of the urgency of the 
Government business. Now this motion for adjourning the House sine die, 
has been brought before us when so many important Bills are yet to be 
disposed of. The hon. Chief Mininster has said that he does not want to rush 
through the work of legislation keeping in view the desire of the House- 
so far so good. But if he could clarify this point a bit further, we would not 
oppose this motion. We are being accused by the Gu ee as also 
the press for obstructing the work of the House. 


l 


v Mr. Speaker: It would be better if the hon. Member does not refer 
to the press reports. I shall see to that myself. 

Mehta Ranbir Singh: I want to submit, Sir, that we have not put 
any obstacle in the way of passage of any useful legislative measure. The 
fact is that the Government itself is not prepared to do so. It would have 
! been better if the hon. Chief Minister had brought up important Bills like the 
; Tenancy Bill providing for"non-ejectment of law abiding tenants etc., during the 

current session. If the Tenancy Bill had been passed, the dangers that face our 

State today would have been avoided. We are helpless in this matter. And if the 

hon. Chief Minister is also helpless, I sympathise with him. This problem brooks 

no further delay. Efforts should be mace to find a satisfactory solution as 
early as possible. Besides this we should give top priority to another Bill, 

namely Anti-Black roarketing Bill. If this Rill is taken up first of all, I 

assure the Government of our full support. In the presence of this assurance, 

the allegation that we obstruct the business, would appear baseless. I, 

therefore, submit that this Bill be given top priority and it should be passed 
| during this Session. The Bills which are essential for the good of the State 
| and which require immediate attention, should be passed. Others should 
not be rushed through and should be left over for fuller consideration. 
I, therefore, sequest the hon. Chief Minister to consider dispassionately as 
to what Bills would improve the lot of the people of the State. Anti-Black 
Marketing Bill is one of such Bills. 


Sbri Dev Raj Sethi: It is on the agenda. 
Mehta Ranbir Singh: It ison the agenda; but it is at number 21 
Sir, in my opinion this Bill should come not only on the agenda but on 


the Sta ~ That this Bill should be passed at once cannot be denied by 
anyoné. This measure is of general use. 


% ; 
Mr. Speaker : Don’t dis ussit at this stage. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh: If my view point is accepted I won’t say 
eels van, CVD. A word in this matter. My submission is that those Bills which are 
Punjqb Vidhan Sipmpoitant must be brought up for consideration in this session. Unimpor- 
Te 


the Statute Book. Black marketing, as everybody knows, is harmful to 
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ant ones may be left over for the next session. Our first consideration 
should be the interest of the State. Important Bills should be passed atonce 
and should not be deferred simply because we have no time. Time must 
be found for them and the hon. Chief Minister has not shown that any 
emergency has arisen so as to justify our dispersal so suddenly. With these 
words I oppose the motion. 


Sardar Bachan Singh (Ludhiana Central, Sikh, Rural) (Punjabi): Sir, 
I oppose the motion which the hon. Chief Minister has brought before the 
House for adjourning it sine die. In this connection I wish to state that 
the business is being unnecessarily rushed through. On the one hand the 
Government stated on an earlier occasion that it wants to give as much 
time as possible for the consideration of the various Bills. On the other 
hand it has actually devoted not more than four days to legislation and at 
the expiry of this period it has begun to feel that such legislation is not 
important and can be put off for some other occasion. I have gone through 
the proceedings of various legislative bodies of foreign countries and have 
studied thorcughly their mode of working. I have found that in those 
patliaments Money Bills and Budgets are not given so much importance. 
They are minor items as compared with the legislative work. The very name 
of this House i.e. Legislative Assembly isa pointer to the importance that 
ought to be given to legislation proper. I amata loss to understand the 
mentality of our Government when it devotes not more than four days to 
legislation after decla:ing with pride earlier that it wished to tring as many 
as twenty eight Bills on the Statute Book during this session. It would 
have been a matter of great pleasure to us if our worthy Chief Minister 
had brought forward some legislative measure dealing with the burning 
que:tion of the State at the present time. He should have made efforts 
to solve the tenancy problem upon whose satisfactory solution depends the 
fate of lakhs of poor tenants who are at present in astate of suspense. It 
has been stated that there is a proposal for bringing forward a specific Bill 
in this connection but that the time is not yet ripe for it. In my humble 
opinion it would have been better if the problem had been solved here 
and now in this session Lecause delay in this matter increases the sufferings 
of the poor tenants. Their peace of mind is lost and it can only be 
restored if their difficulties are settled once for all. So I would appeal 
to the Government in all earnestness to pay more attention towards this 
important problem so that its solution may be reached at an early date. 
As a matter of fact the declaration that our worthy Chief Minister has 
made recently should have been put into practice much earlier. He has 
assured us that his words would be implemented and we hope that the 
assurance would be fulfilled soon. 


ee Another matter to which I wish to draw the attention of this House 
rıgına wit H 
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State at this time. It should be handled with care ond firmness. In this matter 
there has been a lot of restlessness among the people because it has been 
constantly on the increase for the last few years. Now the public has 
heaved a sigh of relief when a Bill with the object of putting a stop to this 
evil is. being brought before the House during this session. I would appeal 
to the hon. Chief Minister that this Bill must be considered ani passed 
during this session. In my opinion the Government should have brought 
forward a motion to the effect that today the House would sit till the whole 
oi tie business on the agenda is disposed of. But on the other hand what 
do wefind? Tine Goverament is bringing forth a motion to adjourn the 
House s.e die. I would advise the Government to take courage and say 
that the House will not adjourn until the whole of the business on the agenda 
is completed to day. We may have to sit till twelve o’clock at night but 
we must complete our work. A few days back the Chief Minister appeared 
to be very anxious about doing as much work as possible. But what has 
happened now? Today the sitting of the Assembly is for four hours and yester- 
day olso it was for four hours instead of four and a half ho .rs as usual. So we 
have been working for half an hour less on each of these two days. Thus the 
amount of work done during these two days is less than what we do in the 
ordinary course. Even now if the Chief Minister accepts my suggestion and 
considers it useful he should withdraw the motion of adjourning the House 
sine die and in its piace move that the House shall sit till twelve o’clock mid 
night. In this way we will be able to find out who are those Members who 
take a real interest in the proceedings of this House. We have been accused of 
trying to put obstacles in the way but I would like to say most humbly that I 
am one of those Members who have missed no sitting and have taken a keen 
interests in the business of the House. I wish to assure the hon. Chief 
Minister that I would sit till twelve mid night because I know that the 
interests of the State demand that the Bills on the agenda shouid 
be considered and passed today. We should not rush through it. So I 
oppose the motion which is before the House and feel that we should 
sit till the business, we have before us, is completed. The fact that 
we can spare only four days for legislative business does not have a 
good reflection upon this Honourable House. In this connection it will 
not be out of place here to draw the atteution of the hon. Members to 
an article published in the Hindustan Times a few days back. In that 
article it is stated that the Members of the Punjab Legislative Assembly 
do not appear to take much interest in legislative proceedings. The 
article goes on to state that at such and such time when such and such 
Members were speaking the attendance in the Chamber was ve-v thin. 
Sir, it is my earnest desire that the dignity of the House should be 
kept. We should not give an occasion to others for making such remarks 


rafont us. So it is in the fitness of things to prolong the sitting today 


s 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 

Panjab Digg 


ADJOURNMENT (20) 5 


till twelve o’clock mid night. With these words I draw the attention of the 
Government towards the soundness of my suggestion and I shall feel 
obliged if the hon. Chief Minister sees his way to accept it. | 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar ([ix-\Member, West Punjab Assembly, 
representing Lahore City, General, Urban) (Hindi): Sir, yesterday 
when I was with the hon. Chief Minister, I gathered the impression 
that he intended to finish all the items on the agenda before making a 
motion for the adjournment of the House sine dte. I was also given to 
understand that if the legislation on the agenda could not be completed by 
tojay and demanded an extension of the session, the hon. Chief Minister 
would have no objection in extending it. But when today I entered the 
Assembly Chamber, I was simply surprised to find the motion for the 
adjournment of the House sing diz being discussed here. Mr. Speaker, my 
reaction to this action of the Government is that by this motion they are 
making this Assembly a laughing stock of the world. After all when they 
formulated theagenda, they must have known which Bills were of greater 
importance and required precedence over the others. If all these Bills 
entered in the list, are not of any important nature, then where was the 
necessity of putting forward a heavy and voluminous agenda to the House. 
Sir, if we compare the duration of the sessions held by this legislature with 
those of other legislatures, we find that our sessions are the shortest of all 
and yet the Government are pressing forthe adjournment of the House 
sine die without completing the legislative business. Then Sir, I can very well 
understand the significance of the sine die motion being moved during the 
previous regimes, when the Opposition in the Legislature under the lead of 
my hon. Friend the Chief Minister used to be very strong and the Government 
of the day experienced great difficulty in gettinz the legislation through in 
a short time. Now w: have no opposition worth the name. It is almost 
non-existent here, I, therefore, see no reason why the session should be 
brought toan abrupt end and that Government have no justification in 
riding rough shod over th? rules and regulations framed for the transaction 
of the business of the House. If the Government took these measures so 
lightly, then it would have been much better if they had taken a decision 
on these Bills during the Cabinet meetings. I may submit that the object of 
holding sessions of the Assembly is to provide opportunities for the ventila- 
tion of the grievances of the people. In fact these sessions offer opportuni- 
ties for educating the public on certain important matters. Besides, if the 
Government did not like the hon. Members to express their views on the 
Bills, they could have very well issued whips. 


\ Mr. Speaker: But I always give full latitude for discussion. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Yes, Sir, you always do that. But may I ask 
why this undue haste has been made in bringing forward this sine die motion 
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for the adjournment of the House before completing all the items on the agen- 7 
da ? I cannot help mentioning this that the people outside say that it was + 


already known to them that the sessio1 would be terminated on Saturday and 
we are told that this step has been taken not on any administrative grounds 
but on astrological considerations. Yesterday when I went to attend the party 
meeting at the residence of the hon. the Chief Minister, I found a police ` ‘ 
guard on duty at the guest house where an astrologer was putting up. 


Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member should avoid that. 


Shri Bhim Sen -achar: This is not discussing him in his personal 
capacity. This concerns him in his capacity as Chief Minister. 


Mr. Speaker: This relates to his personal affairs. 


Shri Bhim Ssa Sachar: No Sir, it relates to the guard at his house 
| and guard is provided by the Government. 


Chaudhri Kartar Siagh: Sir, is the hon. {ember relevant to the 
motion under discussion ? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Yes, I am speaking tothe motion and I am 
within my rights to refer to all those considerations which are relevant to x 
| the subject upder discussion. Well, Sir, yesterday I found that an astrologer , 
was staying’in a portion of the residence of the Chief Minister, where police 
| 
| 
| 
l 
| 
| 


a on duty. i 
a 


Mr. Speaker: Ít does not look nice to make reference to that. 


Shri Baim Sea Sachar: We must take notice of all such things as 
they amount to abuse of the authority of the Government. 


V Mr. Speaker: Personal affairs again. I would request the hon. 
Member to avoid that. He is a veteran parliamentarian and knows that | 
| reference to perscnal affairs is not desirable. | 
Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: I most respectfully submit that I have not ‘ | 
the slightest desire to go into one’s persona affairs. But when this House | l 
is being adjourned sine die then I feel it my duty to draw your attention | 
to all the possible reasons which may have led the Government to take this l | ; 
extreme step. I want to convince you that if we have to maintain the i | 


dignity and self-respect of this House, then we have to see that extraneous i 
considerations do not influence the Government in terminating the session. 
We must act fairly and squarely since the eyes of public are set on us. 
We have to build healthy traditions and set up wholesome examples for 
the posterity to follow. But what do we find here? Democracy is be'ng 
Oorigiþal wickhrottled and strangulated. Government are trying to drive coach and six 
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House. Besides, we are being told that the hon. Members are not evincing 
any interest in the legislative work and they do not want to prolong the 
session because they do not get any daily allowance. 


Mr. Speaker: Who told you that ? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: People at large say so. I realize that the 
cost of living at Simla is very high and I will have no objection if any daily 
allowance is granted to the hon. Members for attending the session at a hill 
station. As you are aware, Sir, in commercial houses also, when a manager 
tours some hill area, he is given hill allowance in addition to his ordinary 
D. A. to meet the high cost of living there. So on the same anology if any 
hill allowance is given to the hon. Members, I will not grudge that. But 
under the present circumstances Government will not have to incur any 
additional expenditure for prolonging the session with a view to finishing 
the work on the agenda. At present the allowances of the hon. Members 
are fixed and the exchequer will have to spend nota single pie more than 
what is already being paid to the legislators for extending their stay by 
another few days. I may point out that if the payments to the legislators 
were to be made on daily allowance basis and the session were to last for 
three months in a year, then they will be in receipt of Rs. 1800/- but under 
the rules legislators are being paid at the rate of 3600 rupees per annum. So 
the hon, Members should have no objection if the Assembly continues in 
session for four months at a stretch. Then, Sir, such irregularities committed 
by the Government are coming to light, as we would like to discuss on the 
floor of the House, but the pity uf it is that we are being deprived of the 
opportunity of discussing them here, due to the adjournment of the House 
abruptly. Then there are so many questions both long and short which are 
yet to be answered and they will remain in cold storage if the House is 
adjourned. Only very recently an incident has come};to my notice where- 
in a Government official has been sacked without any notice. If the House 
had to sit for afew days more, such things could be discussed. - I therefore, 
feel that the House shoulu not be adjourned. 


vw Mr- Speaker: But all these are petty personal affairs. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Sir, I was submitting why it is not proper on 
our part to adjourn the House ‘sine die’ There is a heavy agenda yet to be 
proceeded with. So many questions remain to be answered. More time is 
required to enable us to veniilate the grievances of the poor people of our 
State. Under the circumstances | would request the hon. Chief Minister 
to prolong the sittings of the Assembly instead of adjournirg the House 
sine die. After all there is no official opposition in this House and_we are 
all sitting here as members of the Government as a result of which the 
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[Shri Bhim Sen Sachar] 


It is therefore necessary that hon. Members should be given more time to 
ventilate the grievances of the pecple. I would request the hon. Members 


also to impress upon the hon. Chief Minister that tle motion he has moved Yi 
is not in keeping with their diginity. With these words, Sir, I would request 
the hon. Chief Minister to withdraw his Motion. : 


Eon. Members: Sir, the question be now put. 
Mr. Speaker : Question is—— 


That the question be now put. i i 

The motion was carried. e , 

v ° . ~ . = 
Chief Minister (The hon. Ur. Gopi Chand Bhargava): It was my duty < | 


to move a motion under rules for the adjournment of the House to-day. 
After disposing of the tusiress of the session, the House canret be adjourned 
unless a motion is moved for the adjournment of the House sine die. There- 


fore it was necessary for me either to move a motion for the adjournment 
of the House sine die or foc prolonging it non-stop. In the later case, too, the 
same motion for the adjournment of the House had to be moved when it 
had after all to be adjourned tu some to day. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar; Qn a puint of Order, Sir. 


Chief Minister: My hon Friend who scems to be so much excited 
and anneyed has thought it fit to employ such Janguage in the course of his 
speech which he should not have uscd. This .ttitude of my hon, Friend has 
made me thirk that I should also pay back in the same ccin but I have no 
intention to do that. Sir, as a rule it has always been the practice that 
whenever the Government holds the session of the Assembly it has the 
discretionary powers to introduce such Bills in the House asit deems fit At 


the same time it is also imperative to conclude discussion on such Bills which 
are placed before the House. I consulted my hon, Friends about this matter 
and from their talks I gathered that after disposing of important legi: lation 
we could adjourn the House to-day, and that the rest of the legislation 
could be postponed. Since it was the desire of my hon. Friends to adjourn. 
the House, therefore, I thought it fit to move a motion for the adjournment | 
of the House sine die. It has always heen and is the duty of the Government | 
to see as to when Bills should be placed before the house. My hon. Friend 1 
has thought it fit to say that a heavy agenda remains to be disposed of and l 


that more time should have been given to the hon. Memters for Considering 
: that Healso thought it fit to say that he had been approached by a person | 
who had been removed from service without any rhyme or reason On the | 
| other hand, I find that my hon. Friend who has accused me for not extend- 
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or Bill. In spite of all this, my hon. Friend says that motions of public 
importance had to be placed before the House. Asa rule the majority 
party always places anv matter before the House, which it deems fit in the 
interest of the State. In fact it is the majority party which approaches the 
Governor to convene the Session of the Assembly. To-day I find my hon. 
Friend accusing me for not allowing time to him to discuss the proposed 
legislation and to educate the people. But I am constrained to remark that 
instead of educating the people in the real sense of the word some hon. 
Members did carry propaganda work against me as was done by my hon. 
Friend after putting in his resignation from the office of Premier. (Noise 
and interruptions). 


Mr. Speaker : Order, Order. 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh: It does not relate to the motion, now before 
the House. 

Chief Minister: Sir, reference has been made about it. I am making 
this statement with full responsibility and I can prove it. (Voices of No. No :) 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh : Ona point of order, Sir. The hon. Chief Minis- 
ter should look to the dignity of the House as he is the Leader of the House, 


wfr. Speaker: Iam glad that the hon. Member is feeling so. Iam 
more keen to maintain the dignity and keep up the decorum of the House 


than any hon. Member. 


Chief Minister: Sir, I am one of those who believe in maintaining 
the dignity of the House. Iam also one of those who appeal to the hon. 


Members to maintain the dignity of the House, I have never tried to 
lower the dignity of the House. On the other hand some of my hon. Friends 


say such things which are not in keeping with the dignity of this august 
House. Sir, what I wish to submit is this thai instead of educating the 


people in the real sense of the word both through the press and the platform, 
it does not behove my hon. Friends to carry on the propaganda against the 
very party of which they happen to be the Members. 

Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: I challenge the statement of the hon. Chief 
Minister. 


Chief Minister: Sir, I would like to submit that my hon. Friend has 
pointed out in the c.urse of his speech that when he came to my house in con- 
nection with the party meeting he saw police guards standing outside my 
house and the guest house where my astrologer friend is staying. I wish 
to make it clear and there is no doubt about it that police guard is stationed 


outside my house. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar ; There is a double guard. 
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Chief Minister: I think itis necessary to keep police. guard outside i 
my house, I have two kothies and one of these is an annexe.,.......-+ 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh : But ours is a poor State. 


V Mr. Speaker: I would request the hon. Chief Minister to avoid this. 


Chief Minister: Sir, these arguments have been advanced and I think 
it isdue that I should reply. I do not want these things to go on record 
uncontested. l 


So far aş the stationing of police guards outside the house of the Chief 
Minister is concerned, T wish to make it clear that it was already there 
previously too and I think it is also necessary to continue it. Jn my opinion 

itis not only necessary to keep police guards outside the house of the Chief 
Minister but also outside the houses of all the-hon. Ministers. Being the 
Minister-in-charge of law and order, Iam duty bound tc give protection to 
the officials and others concerned with the Government. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Is that astrologer a Government official? Sir, 
may I ask a question from the hon. Chief Minister ? 


Chief Minister: I refuse to give way. The hon. Member has had is 
say and 1 don’t want any interruptions while J am speaking. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: I havea right to get upand puta question 
to the Chief Minister, he may or he may not reply, but he has no business to 


shout me down. 


Chief Minister: Sir, Iam addressing the House through you how can 
I shout at any one, moreover, I am incapable of shouting at any one, 


The fact that a reference has been made to my personal affairs and a 
friend of mine who happens to be an astrologer and is staying with me, has 
pained me. 1 feel sorry that the hon. Member thought it fit to bring in 
matters on the floor of the Heuse which have no connection with the matter 
under discussion. He says that Ihave decided to adjourn the House sine 
die on the advice of an astrologer. I 


eCoeee sm eeerreed 


Chaudhri Labri Singh : Sir, is the hon. Chief Minister relevant ? 


Vv Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member who preceded the Chief Minister 
brought in matters which v<re not relevant and now the Chief Minister has to 
reply to those points. 


| Chief Minister: I hive to defend my position. It has been said that 
: I have decided to terminate the sessi n on astrological grounds. I very 
Originjal with; f 
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of my State on astrological and other considerations but my every ction 
in this matter is based on administrative and political reasons. On the 
other hand I level the same charge against the gentleman who has preceded 
me that while he was the Premier he consulted and approached other 


astrologers as well as this astrologer friend to know what was going to 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Question. 


Chief Minister: Not even that, When he was in jail he used to 
consult astrologers and show them his horoscope. The fact is known to every 
one that even his release was predicted by an astrologer. I am sorry that 
the hon. Membor has thought it fit to criticize others without caring to look 
at hisown actions. I again repeat that I always take actions on political 
grounds and not oa the advice of astrologers and do not go to them for 
advice so that a certain thing might not happen (cheers). 


Sir, it has beea remarked that an astrologeris staying in my guest 
house which has piached the hon. Member. He says that there should not 
be any policé guard L aun sorry to repeat that the charge has been made 
by my hon. Friend who had himself wuile as a Premier attempted to approach 
a number of times this very astrologer aad showed him his horoscope. 


UL Mr.s peaker: Please leave that aside. 


Chieti Minister: My hon. Friend who isa parliamentarian should not 
say so. I cannot understand why he said so. 1 have never said that Opposi - 
tiou had been causing obstruction in the passage of the Bills. 1 think it is 
the right of the hon. Members to give their opinion as they like and I always 
welcome any criticism that is levelied against the Government. You would 
have noticed, bir, that i have never tried to waste the time of the House. 
lam unable to undeistand why my hon. Friend should have the impression 
that the Opposition is insisting on obstruction, Ifeel that it is the right 
oi the Opposition to criticize the Government and I would never like the 
idea of stilling tue Opposition. i wish that those legislative measures which 
are important ones may be passed during this session and the Government 
may withdraw those which are unimportant ones. I always welcome the 
idea of constructive criticisiu by the Opposition because | think a strong 
and effective Opposition makes tne Government strong. 1 would congratulate 
my hon. Friends sitting on the Opposition benches for not allowing the 
Government to rush tarough the Bills. It has been pointed out that in 
other countries the patliainents sit throughout the year but 1 would say that it 
is not fair on the part oi my hon. Friends to compare this Assembly with the 
parliaments of other countries. If at all a comparison is to be made it should 


be made sith the Union Government. I have been exercising restraint and 
; d 
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[Chief Minister] 

did not like to utter a word to avod the possibility of any extraneous matter 
coming into discussion here. I would, therefore, only say that the charges 
that have been lev. lled against me are wrong and baseless and would request ] 
my hon. Friend that he shoul! first do self-introspection before making any 
such charges, 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: On a point of personal explanation, Sir, I am 
prepared to have the actions of the hon. Chief Minister and of my own referred | 
to an independent Tribunal. 


Ci ief Minister: I rise on a point of order, Sir. Is the hon. Member 
‘ving personal explanation or making another speech ? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Sir, it has been remarked that I have been 
showing my horoscop? to astrologers. In fact I have no horoscope of my own 
and I have never consulted any astrologer either Mr. Sharma or Shri Haveli 


Ram. 


Mr. Speaker: Question is :~ 
That the Assembly at its rising today shall stand adjourned sine die. 


The Assembly divided : Ayes, 54; Noes, 4 


AYES 

1. Ajit Singh, Sardar. 17. Gurbanta Singh, Master. 

2. Amar Nath Shri, Vidyalankar. — | 18 Ishar Singh Mujhail, Sardar. 

3. Badlu Ram, Chaudhri. 19. Jagdish Chandar, Chaudhri. 

4. Behari Lal Chanana, Shri. - 20. Jagjit Singh Mann, Sardar. 

5. Beli Ram Thakur. 21. Jiwan Lal, Pandit. 

6. Bhagat Ram Chodha, Shri. 22. Kabul Singh, Sardar. 

7, Bhagat Ram Sharma, Pandit. 23. Kartar Singh, Chaudhri. 

8 Bhagwan Dass, Shri. 24, Kartar Singh, Sardar. 

v. Buja Ram, Bhagat. 25. Kehr Singh, Sardar. 

10. Dalip Singh Kang, Sardar. 26. Krishna Gopal Dutt, Chaudhri. 
11. Dev Raj Sethi, Shri, 27. Libri Singh, Chaudhri, | 
12. Durga Chand Kaushish, ; 28. Lehna Singh Sethi, The 

Pandit. | Honourable Dr. 
13. Ganga Saran, Seth. 29. Matu Ram, Chaudhri. 
14. Gopi Chand Bhargava, ‘The 30 Mehr Chand, Chaudhri. 
Honourbe Di 31. Mohar Singh, Rao.. 
32. Narotam Singh, The Honourable 
15. Gurbachan Singh Bajwa, The Cardan 
ER T Honourable Sardar. 33. Pancham Chand, Thakur. 
Punjall VidhGabhaAGurbachan Singh, Sardar, 34. Partap Singh, Sardar. 
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35, Piara Singh, Sardar. 45, Sher Singh, Chaudhri, 
36. Prem Singh, Chaudhri. 46. Shiv Saran Singh, Sardar. 
37. Prem S ngh, Mahant. 47. Shri Ram Sharma, Pandit, 
38. Prithvi Singh Azad, The 48. Sita Devi, Shrimati. 
Honourable Shri. 49. Sundar Lal, Chaudhri. 
89. Ranjit Singh, Captain. | 50. Sundar Singh, Chaudhri. 
40. Rattan Singh Tabib, Shri. 5l. Tara vingh, Sardar Sahib 
41. Rattan Singh Gill, Sardar. Sardar. 
42. Sahib Ram, Chaudhri. 52. Udham Singh, Sardar. 
43 Samar Singh, Chaudhri. 93. Virendra Shri. 
44, Sant Ram Seth, Dr. 54. Waryam Singh, Sardar. 
NOES 
l. Bachan Singh, Sardar. 3. Sajjan Singh, Sardar. 


2. Ranbir Singh, Mehta. Suraj Mal, Chaudhri. 


COMPENSATION TO DISPLACED PERSONS. 


Chief Minister (The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava): Mr. Speake, 
Sir, Seth Ganga Saran had given’ notice of a resolution which even though 
ballotted and had been placed on the Agenda could not be taken up on the 
day fixed for discussion as the House could not reach the resolution. The 
next two non-official days on which this resolution could be discussed were, 
by the permission of the House, availed of for transacting important Govern- 
ment business which included some of the very important Bills. As the 
resolution represented the unanimous sentiments not only of the House but 
also of the people of the State I had held out a promise to Seth Ganga Saran 
and the House that for the purpose of discussion of this resolution the 
Government would make available some time on some offic.al day so that 
the House may have an opportunity to express its views on this important 
matter that concerns almost every citizen of the State, I regret that it 
was not possible to find any time for a full discussion of this important 
I wish, therefore, to place that resolution before the House and 
The resolution 


resolution. 
seek the advice of the hon. Members about this matter. 


reads: 


This Assembly recommends that the sufferings of the displaced persons from 
Pakistan having alieady stretche i over 24 years in an atmosphere of remorse- 
less stalemate and vain attempts to obtain a settlement of the 
Froperty issue with the P. kistan Government it is higo time that Govern- 
ment took adequate steps to ascertain the losses of such victims and assume 
responsibility for compensating them with a view to allaying their immediate 
sufferings and ultimate rehabilitation. 


Evacuee 
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I have no doubt that I am expressing the innermost feelings of the hon. 


: Members of the House when I say that this is a resolution the subject matter 


of which concerns the people of the Punjab most vitally and it represents 
truly their desire and sentiments. Our people have. had to come away from 
the West Punjab leaving behind property worth hundreds of crores. Natur- 
ally they are keen, and so is each one of us, that the Government of India 
should settle the question of assessing the huge losses which our people have 
suffered and prevail tpou the Pakistan Government to obtain a settlement 
of the evacuee property issue without any furtier loss of time. Already 
sufficient time has been lost for*what is right and .just and it is unfor- 
tunate that the Pakistan Government has been trying to evade the settle- 
ment of this important issue. I hope Iam voicing the feelings of the hou. 
Members of the House and the people of Punjab when I say that evasion 
of such animportant matter should not be countenanced by the Govern- 
ment of India any more and they should ask the Pakistan Government to 
settle this question immediately and the Governm2nt of India should treat 
this matter at what is called top priority in connection with the Indo- 
Pakistan Agreements. But while we make that request to the Government 
of India to whica we feel so much behoid:n for whatever they have done 
for us and for whatever they may yet do in helping tae peop’e of Punjab, 
I think the hon. Members would certainly like the Punjab Government 
to represent to the Centre that it must now assume full responsibility 
for compensating the losses of people with a view to ailaying their immediate 
sufferings and helpiny their ultimate rehabilitation. This is equally important 
because without this kind of immediate help coming trom the Government 
of India the people of the Punjab wao have had to suffer such heavy 
losses running collectively into hundreds oi crores inay suifer even more beyond 
human conception and the very badly shattercd econo.ny oi our State may 
never be rebuilt, Su, Lam making this statement, as I said, to express tie 
views and sentiments of the hon. Members of this House and I have no 
doubt that the House will enuorse this statement and will permit me to 
forward this to the Government of India as being a unanimous decision 
with the implications of a resolution adopted by the House for immediate 
action being taken thercon by them. 


Sir, there is yet another matter that concerns most vitally our people 
and incidentally the rest of India. By this I mean the future of the large 
number of the growers, including the tillers of the land aud small land-owners 
who in the West Punjab used to till their lands with their own hands. 
Such a large number of them have had to come away from the West Punjab 
leaving the smiling fields which used to yield goid because of the efforts 
made by them in making those Jands rich in production. Our men most of 
hom are tenants turned deserts into rich produstive lands in the colony 
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areas of Montgomery, Lyallpur, Sargodah, Sheikhupura etc. These brave men 
with the sweat of their brow used to produce so much food that the 
West Punjab was able to make food availible not only to itself but to 4 
large extent to the rest of India. These people have now been deprived of, 
those lands. But I am glad to say that they continue to be as sturdy and 
laborious as ever before and they are keen to work for not only helping 
themselves but for helping the whole of India by producing more food If 
these men are given lands, which unfortunately we in Punjab have not got, 
they will add to the food-weal.h of our country. I hope, therefore, that 
lam voicing the sentiments of the hon. Members of the House once again 
when I say that we may request the Government of India to so order that 
these brave and hardy people may be given agricultural lands in other 
States wherever these may be available for the purpose of cultivation 
so that they may cultivate these lands and add to the wealth of the country 
and thus help in solving the food problem of India. I may be allowed to 
state that our people will by their labours turn the deserted and uncuiti- 
vated land into smiling fields just as they did in the colony areas of the 
United Punjab. T hope, Sir, that the House will approve of my statement 
and would permit me to represent this matter also to the Government of 
India as being a unanimous recommendation of the House on behalf of the 
people of the Punjab wh», as ever before, are the guardians of the gate of 
India in this border State. : 


Mr. Speaker: Is it the wish of the House that these unanimous decisions 
of the House may be conveyed to the Government of India ? 
The House unanimously agreed, 


ABOLITION OF VILLAGE CESS (KURI KAMINI) BILL. 


Mr. Speak r: The House will now proceed to consider the Bill clause 
by clause. | 


NEW CLAUSE. 


: Sardar Ajit Singh : (Ex-Member West Punjab Assembly representing 
South West Punjab, Sikh, Rural) I beg leave to move the following new 
e clause :— 
m Pena'ty for Copntravention. 
? 
r5 4. Whoever With intent to evade the provisions of this Act acceptsor obtains 
IS. or agrees to accept or attempts to obtain from any person for himsel for 
ib for any other person the village cess hereby abolished shall be punishable 
5 with fine which may extend to three hundied rupres and in default of the 
Dagat pick: payment of the fine to simple imprisonment fora term which may extend to 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha three months. l 
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Leave was granted. 


Sardar Ajit Singh: I move— 


gy tee eee oe 


That the following new clause Le acded at the end of the Bill. 


Penalty of Contravention. 


4. Whoever with intent to evade the provisions of this Act accepts or obtains 
or agrees to accept or attempts to obtain from any person tor himse'f 
or for any Other person the village cess hereby abolished shall be punishable 
with fine which may extend to three hundred rupees and in default of the 
payment of the fine to simple imprisonment for aterm which may extend l 


to th ee months, 
The motion was carried. 
CLAUSE 1. 
SUB-CLAUSE (ii) 
Mr. Speaker: Question is— 
That sub-clause (ii) of clause 1 stand part of the Bill 


The metion was carried, 


CLAUSES 2 and 3. 
Mr. Speaker: Question is— 


‘T hat clauses 2 and 3 stand part of the Bill. ! 


The motion was carried l 
CLAUSE 1. | 


SUB-CLAUSE (i) 
Mr. Speaker : Question is— 
That subclause (i) of clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 
The motion was carried. 
TITLE. 
r, Speaker: Question is=—= | 
That the title be the title of the Pill. 
The motion was carried, 
Minister for Education: I move— 


That the Punjab Akolition of Village Cess (Kuri Kaminj) Bill be passed- 
Mr. Speaker: Motion moved— 
That the Punjab Abolition of Village Cess (Kuri Kamini) Bill be pissed. 


Sardar Bachan Singh (Ludhiana Central Sikh Rural) (Hindustani) 


origini wt Sir, the Bill that is going to be passed by this House is calcula ed to remove 


Punja Vidhan Sab 
Digitiged by; a lon 
Panjalg Digital Library 


g standing grievance of a very large number of people and as amatter of 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 


ABOLITION OF VILLAGE CESS (KURI KAMINI) BILL (20) 17 


fact such a Bill should have been passed long ago. When we have set upa 
sovereign democratic, republic, no person, whosoever he may be, should 
be in a position to levy taxes on others. A system in which some people 
charge taxes from others smacks of slavery and it should not: be tolerated 
any longer. Iam glad that at any rate this Bill will remove one important 
sign of slavery from our State. But the Government will have to see that it 
is rigorously and properly enforced. It should be seen that it does not suffer 
the fate of the Social Disabilities Act. In this connection I wish to invite the 
attention of the House to the relevant part of the appeal addressed to the 
hon. Ministers and hon. Members of the Punjab Assembly by Shri Ram 
Parkash, President, District Harijan Sabha, Ambala, which shows as to how 


far the Harijans have been helped by the passing of the Social Disabilities 
Act. It reads as follows : 


The Govgrnment passed the Punjab Religious and Social Disabilities Act in 
1949 but it has failed to benefit the Harijans in any part of the State. In spite 
of the fact thut countless applications have been submitted and the courts 
have been aproached, we have not been able to get even financial assistance 
for wells which we used to ‘get before. This shows that instead of getting ths 
best of both the worlds we have had the worst of both the worlds ie. we have 
been deprived of our part concessions and have received no benefit by the 
passing of the Social Disabilities Act. The Act has only remained on paper 
and has not been translated into action with the result that the Harijans have 
to face greater difficulties in getting water. In these circumstances, it is sub- 


mitted that in order to maintain its prestige the Government should put the 
Act into force very rigorously. 


Sir, this has been the fate of the Social Disabilities Act which was 
passed with great enthusiasm and which aimed at relieving the Harijans 
from all sorts of hardships. The Act is there on the Statute Book but our 
social world is proceeding as before. So far as the present Bill is concerned, 
I had fears that as it originally stood it might produce no useful results 
because there was no sanction behind clause 2. But I feel grateful to 
Sardar Ajit Singh who has been good enough to bring forth an amendment 
by virtue of which the desired {results are likely to be achieved. The days 
when some people could suppress others and command them are gone and 
those who cannot change their old traditions should be properly dealt with. 
However I would request the hon. Minister in charge that he should kindly 
assure the hon. Members of this House and the general public through them 


that the Bill when passed will be acted on with all: possible vigour. 


Chaudhri Sher Singh (Jhajjar, General, Rural) (Hindi): I wish to 
congratulate the hon. Minister for Revenue for having brought forward 
this Bill for the abolition of Kuri Kamini cess, which caused, great hardship 
to the Harijans. Iwas pleased to hear my hon. Friend Chaudhri Suraj Mal 
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this measure, So far as congress minded Zamindars were concerned, Harijans 
used to be told at the time of elections that they would be freed from the 
burden of this tax. This cess was not being realized by the nationalist 
Zamindars. Some Unionists, however, used to realize it for the sake of 
punishing those who did not vote for them atthe elections. Yesterday, I 
was pleased to hear even those gentlemen say that they agreed that this 
cess was unjust and should be abolished. I shall request my Zamindar 
friends, especially those who are Unionists to create such conditions as may 
enable the Harijans to live in harmony with others. This will promote the 
interests of the villagers asa whole. With these words, I support the Bill 
under discussion. 


Chaudhri Sundar Singh (Ex-Member, West Punjab Assembly represen- 
ting Amritsar and Sialkot, General, Rural, Reserved Seat) (Punjabi): I 
support this Bill, which in my opinion isthe first measure which would do 
real good to the Harijans and would free them from the'age-old slavery. 
It would have been more appropriate if they had been given proprietory 
rights in their houses. In my opinion it would have been better if a measure 
for that purpose too had been brought before this House. I support the 
present Bill because I feel that it will improve the condition of Harijans 
in Hariana, where the system of Kuri Kamini cess mostly existed. It does 
not exist in my constituency but Iam glad that it has been abolished in 


those areas where it existed. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma (Southern Towns, General, Urban) (Hindi) : 
Sir, without taking much time of the House, I wish to give expression to 
my felling of happiness on the abolition of Kuri Kaminicess which used to 


ment to take steps in this direction and when I return home I shall be 
in a position to tell people that the necessary measure had been passed by 
the Legislature. This cess, which was a relic of the past, when the country 
was under foreign rule, was not intended for the benefit of those from whom 
it was realized. Some Zamiridars wished to take begar from the Harijans 
but when they were not satisfied with even this, they got levied this cess 
on them. The money thus realized was used for the entertainment of officers 
who visited the villages or for{the personal use of the Lambardars. It 
was levied on the Harijans witha view to take revenge upon them. If 
they did or could not fulfil their illegitimate demands. To some extent, 
this practice exists uptil now. The word ‘Kuri’ means house and ‘Kamini’ 
Original wien, MEANS people of the lower classes. It is thus clear that it used to be charged 
Panis ween from the poor and lower class people only. I am sorry that this Bill wes 
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not brought earlier. On the 12th January 1950. a conference of the Harijans 
of my district was held in Rohtak where they demanded the removal of 
this cess. Weshall now be in a position to tell the Harijans that their 


expectation from the congress Government had been fulfilled. I wish to 
thank my hon. Friend Chaudhri Suraj Mal also on his statement that the 


members of his class had begun to realize the necessity of relieving the 
Harijans of burden of this nature. 


Mr. Speaker : Question is :— 


That the Punjab Abolition of Village Cess (Kuri Kamini) Bill be passed. 


The Motion was carried. 


GAON PANCHAYAT BILL. 


Minister for Labour (The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad): I introduce 
the Punjab Gaon Panchayat Bill. 


Minister for Labour (Hindi): I move :— 


(i) That the Punjab Gaon Panchayat Bill be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of :— 


Sardar Kartar Singh 
Sardar Ajit Singh 
Shri ixedar Nath Saigal 
Sardar Kabul Singh 

= Chaudhri Badlu Kam 
Chaudhri Sahib Ram 
Sardar Shiv Saran Singh 
Shri Bhim Sen Sachar 
Shrimati Di. Parkash Kaur 
Sardar Gurbachan Singh (Ferozepuri) 
Thakur Beli Ram 

12. Chaudhri Lahri Singh 

13. Rao Mohar Singh 

14. Chaudhri Matu Ram 

15. Sant Narinder Singh 

16. Chaudhri Suraj Mal 

17. Sardar Bachan Singh 

18. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma 


(ii) That leave be granted for the select committee to consist of more than 15 
members, 


0 oO +) BD om mem w to a 
e e ee °° «© @ a °° 


pm e 
= © 


(iii) That the quorum of the select committee shall be 6. 


Dagil wihi Sir, the Gaon Panchayat Bill, which I have introduced in the House is 
a ean based on the principles of that old democracy in India, which was known 
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by the name of village republic. If there is any old system which still 
prevails in the villages, it is that of Panchayat Raj. The constitutionalists 
all over the world have admitted the importance of this system. One of the 
main defects in the modern system of Government is this that it tends to 
centralize power. Several years ago, Mahatma Gandhi realized that unless 
power was transferred to the Gaon Panchayats, the real form of democracy 
which he visualized in the form of Village Republic, could not be established. 
In this connection I wish to refer to his statement. 
He said : 
Independence must begin at the bottom. Every village will bea Republic 
or Panchayat having full powers, it follows therefore that evey village is self- 
sustained and capable of managing its affairs even to the extent of defending 


itself against the whole world. 
Sir, the object of this Bill is to give more powers to all classes of people 


in the administration of the country, so that they may feel that we have now 
got our own Government. A number of amendments are sought to be made 
in the original Act in order to train people in the business of democratic 
methods of Government and also to give them more powers in respect 
of beneficent departments. Some fundamental changes have taken place 
and the original Act needs amending to that extent. This Bill has been brought 
before the House keeping in view Article 40 of our new Constitution. We 
thought it necessary to pass this Bill after full consideration. This is an 
important Bill which, when passed into law, will establish village republics 
in the real sense of the word. That is why it is being referred to a select 
committee for full consideration. 


Mr. Speaker: Motion moved— 
(i) That the Punjab Gaon Panchayat Bill be referred toa select committce 
consisting of — 
1. Sardar Kartar Singh. 
2, Sardar Ajit Singh. 
3. Shri Kedar Nath Saigal. 
4. Sardar Kabul Singh. 
5. Chaudhri Badlu Ram. 
6, Chaudhri Sahib Ram, 
7. Sardar Shiv Saran Singh. 
8. Shri Bhim Sen Sachar. 
9. Shrimati Dr. Parkash Kaur. 
10. Sardar Gurbachan Singh (Frozepur.) 
11. Thakur Beli Ram. 
12, Chaudhri Lahri Singh. 
13. Rao Mohar Singh. 
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16. Chaudhri Suraj Mal. 


17, Sardar Bachan Singh, 
18. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma. 


(ii) That leave be granted for the select committee to consist of more than 


15 Members. 


(ii) That the quorum of the select committee shall be 6. 


The motion was carried. 


ESS cert Meo emer 


CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES BILL. 


Minister for Development: (The hon- Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa) 
. beg to introduce the Punjab Co-operative Societies Bill. 


Minister for Development: I move— 


That the Punjab Co-operative Societies Bill be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thereon by Ist July, 1950. 


Sir, the original Co-operative Societies Act was passed in 1912, Since 
then it has been found that a number of shortcomings and defects have crept 
into the working of the Act and consequently the department has been 
experiencing difficulties. It is to remove those difficulties and to widen the 
scope of the Act that this Bill has been brought up. Under the original Act 
the Government had given some concessions to the co-operative societies 
which are now sought to be withdrawn. It is, however, necessary that the 
co-operators should be consulted. That is why this Bill is sought to be 
circulated for eliciting public opinion thereon. 


Mr. Speaker: Motion moved— 


That the Punjab Co-operative Societies Bill be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thereon by {st July, 1950. 


The motion was carried. 


AMANTE SHEET, SED gee 


COTTON GINNING AND PRESSING FACTORIES BILL. 


Minister for Development (The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa): 
I beg to introduce the Punjab cotton Ginning and Pressing Factories Bill. 


Minister for Development: I move— 


G) That the Punjab Cotton Ginning and Pressing Factories Bill be referréd 
to a select committee consisting of.— 


ee 1. Sardar Jaswant Singh Duggal. 
rigind wit gay 
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3. Shri Bhim Sen Sachar. 

4, Shri Behari Lal Chanana. 

5. Sardar Waryam Singh. 

6. Sardar Jagjit Singh Mann. 

7. Sardar Ishar Singh Mujhajl. 
8. Shri Rattan Singh Tabib. 

9. Sardar Ujjal Singh 

10. Chaudhri Harbhaj Ram, 


11. Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt. 
12. Chaudhri Suraj Mal. 
13. Mehta Ranbir Singh. 


14. Sardar Bachan Singh. . . 
(ii) That leave be granted for the select committee to consist of more than 13 


members. 


(iii) That the quorum of the select committee shall be 5. 


The motion was carried. 


ne dene 


PRIMARY VACCINATION AND RE-VACCINATION BILL. 


Minister for Labour (The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad): I introduce 
the Punjab Primary Vaccination and Re-vaccination Bill. 
Minister For Labour: I move—— 
(i) That the Punjab Primary Vaccination &j}Re-vaccination Bill be referred 
to a sleet committee consisting of— 
Shrimati Dr. Parkash Kaur. 
2. Dr. Sant Ram Seth. 
3. Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt. 
4, Sardar Partap Singh. 
5. Thakur Beli Ram. 
6. Frof. Sher Singh. 
7. Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha. 
8. Shrimati Shanno Devi Sehgal. 
9. Sardar Sajjan Singh. 
(ii) That the quorum of the select cominittee shall be 5. 
Mr. Speaker: Motion moved— 


(i) That the Punjab Primary Vaccination and Re-vaccination Bill be referred to 
a select committee consisting of. — 


1. Shrimati Dr. Parkash Kaur. 

2. Dr. Sant Ram Seth. 

3. Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt. 
4. Sardar Partap Singh 

5. Thakur Beli Ram. 

6. Professor Sher Singh. 

7. Shri Bhagat Ram Cnodha. 

2. Shrimati Shanno Devi Sehgal. 


Originbl with; 9. Sardar Sajjan Singh. 
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Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt (Ex-Member West Punjab Assembly 
representing North Eastern Towns, General, Urban) (Hindi) : 


That the Punjab Primary Vaccination and Re-Vaccination Bill be circulated for 
eliciting public opinion there on till September 30, 1999: 


Sir, I don’t wish te take much time of the House. But this being a 
matter of principle I consider it my duty to oppose the new thing which we 
find in this Bill. In my opinion the Government is not at all justified in 
this. If we look at the provisions of this Bill we will come to a conclusion 
that, as it stands, this Bill does not deserve to be passed by this House, 
We cannot give our assent to this measure; rather we dare not do so, The 
1eai problem is how to prevent small pox. In otder to achieve this a child 
is vaccinated. Previously the-e used to be compulsory vaccination at the 
primary stage. Thus it will now be necessary to get vaccinated compulsorily 
at least twice below the age of thirteen years. We have very little time at 
our disposal for the consideration of this Bill, It is a matter of regret that 
once before also this important problem was taken up at a time when the 
Members were ready for going to their homes and were unable to devote 
enough time to this vital problem. As far as the question of vaccination 
is cencerned there appears to be a difference of opinion ‘amiong the doctors. 
There isa group of doctors which holds that vaccination does not grant 
an immunity from the disease. Only proper sanitation and such other 
measures tend to act as preventive steps in this direction. In other 
countries vaccination has not been considered to be of much value as 
a preventive Measure. The doctors say that only sanitation and improve- 
ments in diet etc. grant immunity from the disease. According to them 
such steps produce a power of resistence in the body with the result that 
small pox becomes a rare occurrence in such countries. Vaccination appears 
to be of no real value. In this connection I wish to ask the Government 
of Punjab the number of such persons who were vaccinated and who 
still died of small box. The number of such children who got themselves 


vaccinated but still they died, is sufficient to prove the inefficacy of 


vaccination in giving immunity from small pox Moreover smail pox is 
a disease which generally occurs to children of tender age. So the 
injections and vaccinations are the forms of treatments which are unbear- 
able to them. The other system of medicine i.e. Homeopathy does not 
give medicine in the form of injections etc. But in Homeopathy medicine 
is administered in small dozes by way of mouth. So it apears to be more 
suited to the needs of the children of tender age. The very idea of com- 
pulsory vaccination appears on the face of it to be repugnant. Mahatma 
Gandhi was opposed to it. If he were living at this time then in accordance 


ee cpp, With the provisions of this Bill he would have no option but to go 
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against it. Iam definitely opposed to the idea of resorting to compulsory 
vaccination and to the provision of a sentence for those who do not wish 
to get thei-sons and daughters vaccinated. In this connection it will not 
be out of place to refer to the provisions of an English Act to the same effect. 

In the English law regarding vaccination there is a conscientious 
objectors clause. Those who are opposed to the idea of compulsion in England 
can declare before a magistrate that they do not wish to get their children 
vaccinated. In that country the matter was thoroughly considered. A Royal 
commission was appointed to go into the question and thereafter the Parlia- 


ment passed the Bill after dye consideration why is it that a similar procedure . 


is not being followed here ? 


Mr. Speaker; A select Committee has been constituted and you have 
been taken on it. 


Sardar Swaran Singh : The hon. Member is taken only to silence him 
(laughter). 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: Sir, I wish to submit that proper 
medical education’ should be imparted to the people in the State. It is 
regrettable that our Government is too much enamoured of the Allopathic 
forms of treatment and it wishes that this Bill should, be passed soon. I wonder 
why no fair treatment is accorded to Homeopathy and Ayurvedic, why should 
the Government sell itself in the hands of one set of medical men. When 
people can get good medicines in homeopathy at low cost and when such 
medicines are as gocd as those of other systems, why should they not be 
encouraged to do so ? I am against compulsion. In my opinion this Bill 
should be circulated for eliciting public opinion on it. I have two main 
objections to this Bill. Firstly, we have not attempted to see the view point 
and to meet the desires of the conscientious objectors. Secondly, tho:e 
persons who can show that the Homeopathic medicines administered in 
Homeopathic form are as good as the Allopothic medicines and are sometime 
less harmful should not be compelled to have vaccination alone. In the end 
I hope that in view of what I have said above this Bill will be circulated for 
eliciting public opinion thereon. 


Mr. Speaker : Motion under Consideration, amendment moved — 


That the Punjab Primary Vaccination and Re-vaccination Bill be circulated for 
eliciting public epinien thereon till September 39, 195C. 

Sardar Swaran Singh (Jullundur West, Sikh, Rural): Sir, as you know 
the hon. Member feels very strorgly on this point and I have discussed the 
matter with him and have persuaded him to withdraw his motion. He is 
himself a member of the select committee and the select committee might 


celaat 
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committee will be influenced by the public opinion. Therefore, I would 
request the hon. Member to withdraw his motion for circulation. 


Mr. Speaker: Question is—— 


(i) That the Punjab Primary Vaccination and Re-Vaccination Bill be referred to a 


select committee consisting ‘of : 


1. Shrimati Dr. Parkash Kaur. 
Dr. Sant Ram Seth. 
Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt. 
Sardar Partap Singh. 
Thakur Beli Ram. 
Prof, Sher Singh. 
Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha. 
8, Shrimati Shanno Devi Sehgal. 
9. Sardar Sajjan Singh. 
(ii) Tuat the quorum of the select com nittee shall be 5. 


The motion was carried. 


a EEN 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: Sir, what about my motion? I have 
not withdrawn it. If a member is objecting to the principle of the Bill it is 
necessary that he should move for its circulation to elicit public opinion 
thereon. For that reason I moved my motion and I have not withdrawn it. 

Mr. Speaker: Iam sorry itis too late now. The original motion for 
referring the Bill to a select committee has been carried. 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: Sir, It should be brought on record 
that I object to the principle of this Bill and for that reason I moved 2 
motion for circulating the Bill for eliciting public opinion thereon. 


Mr: Speaker: Yes, that has come on record. 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: It should come on record that I did 
not withdraw my motion, so that when your grandson comes to this House 
he should know that 1 did not withdraw my motion. (Laughter). 


v4 Mr. Speaker ; Yes, it will come on record. 


aaiae SaR n EE 


RESTRAINT ON DOWRY BILL. 
Chief Minister: (The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava): Sir, I beg to 
introduce the Punjab Restraint on Dowry Bill. 
Chief Minister (Hindi) : Sir, I move :— 


r (i) That the Punjab Restraint on Dowry Bill be referred toa select committee 


> ` consisting of : 
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4. Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma. 
Sardar Jagjit Singh Mann. - 
Sardar Sajjan Singh. se Da 
Shri Bhagwan Dass. 
Shrimati Sita Devi. 
Chaudhri Samar Singh | pra 
10. Prof. Sher Singh. 
11. Shrimati Shanho Devi Sehgal. 


Con aw 


(ii) That the quorm of the select committee shall be five. 


Sir, before 1946 when we used to lead opposition in the previous 
Assemblies, we gave notices of several social Bills. But since they used 
to be non-official measures, more often than not they could not come 


before the House. Then we find that Bills of this nature are under consi- 
deration of other legislatures and some of them have brought such measures : z 


on the Statute Book. The object of this Bill is not to put any bar on the 
parents to give dowry to their daughters. There is no restriction on what 
they want to give but what is being provided is that the dowry should not 
be exhibited to the public. The result of making a show of the dowry 
is well known to the House. The poor members of a brotherhood are put to 
great trouble and forced to give the same amount of dowry in the marriage 
of their daughters which the affluent members can well afford to give. So 
very often this showing of dowry lends poorer section of the society into 
heavy debts which ultimately prove ruinous to them. So an endeavour has 
been made to fix maxima and minima limits in the Bill for purposes of 
certain payments to be made by the parents of the daughter in connection i 
with the various ceremonies, as enumerated in the Bill, to the parents of the 
bridegroom. I again say that the Bill does not debar those people who 
can afford to givea rich dowry as they could give more than prescribed 
limit after the formal departure of the bride for her husband’s house. Rich 
people will be required to conform to the provisions of the Bill but they 
would be at liberty to give anything on any occasion after the formal 
departure of the brideto her husband’s house. Soin short this Bill aims 


Mar -p -> 


at bringing a change in the social customs which have been in vogurse in this 
country regarding giving of dowry in the marriage of girls. I, therefore, 
propose that the Bill be referred to a select committee. 


So Au a eee seer: en 


Mr. Speaker : Motion moved :— 


(ii) That the Punjab Restraint on Dowry Bill be referred toa select committee con- 
sisting of : 
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Sardar Waryam Singh. 
Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma 
Sardar Jagjit Singh Mann. 
Sardar Sajjan Singh. 

Shri Bhagwan Dass. 

Shrimati Sita Devi. 

Chaudhri Samar Singh. 

Prof. Sher Singh. 

Shrimati Shanno Devi Sehgal. 


SP PIA we 
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(ii) That the quorum shall be five. 
Sardar Bachan Singh (Ludhiana Central, Sikh, Rural) (Hindustani) : 


Sir, I move : 
That the Punjab Restraint on Dowry Bill be circulated for eliciting public opinion 
thereon till 1-9-50., 


Sir, this is a social measure and people in this country hold divergent 
views on the subject. You will perhavs remember Sir, that some years ago 
the Central Assembly enacted Sharda Act. It has almost remained a dead 
letter. It has been honoured more in its breach than in its observance. As 
a matter of fact this social law has been violated to such an extent that it has 
Jost its respect in the eyes of the people for whose benefit it was enacted. I 
have serious apprehensions about this Bill also. It will be no wonder if this 
Bill also after becoming law may remain confined to the four corners of the 
Statute Book, as there is very little likelihood of the people acting upon it. 
Then why I am so apprehensive about this, is due to the fact that so long as 
the parents play a prominent part in solemnization of marriages of their 
children, the evil of dowry cannot be eliminated. A radical change can only 
be brought about if the people of our country are educated and are advanced 
In views like other countries where boys and girls choose their own life mates. 
in our country thete is a wellknown adage that ‘bridegroom wants a bride, the 
members of the marriage party, a sumptuous feast and the father of the boy 
a handsome dowry’. So I am of the opinion that so long as the parents remain 
prominently in the picture of marriage of a boy or a girl, the dowry system is 
bound to remain a predominant and a major factor of the marriage ceremony. 
Hence no useful purpose would be served by referring this measure to a select 


committee. 


Sardar Swaran Singh : Since when this retrogression has set-in in the 
views of the hon. Member ? 


Sardar Bachan Singh: The hon. Member is entirely mistaken in form- 
ing this impression about me. I may tell him that I have very redical views 
Original wien; OR the subject of marriage. 1 feel that the boys and girls should have full 
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liberty in entering into matrimonial alliances of their choice, and the parents 
should not interfere, in that. But this cannot happen so long as the parents 
have to find out husbands for their daughters. I, therfore, strongly feel that 
instead of referring this Bill to a select committee, it should be circulated for 
eliciting public opinion. We must know the reactions of the public to this 
Bill; whether it finds favour with them iu its present form, or some 
sfuggestions for further radical changes are received from them. Besides this 
if I had any connection with the administration, I would have been the first 
to suggest for taking it into consideration at once. I repeat that since this 
is a social measure, it would be desirable to acquaint ourselves with the 
opinion about it. We should know whether it is in the best interests of the 
public or whether it would be possible to eafurce it, in its present form and 
whether any changes should be brought about to make it more acceptable to 
the public. We should not be over enthusiastic about passing a large number 
of measures ina short time. The criterion of enacting a measure should be 
whether it is going to prove an effective measure or not. In the latter case 
it is no use bringing it on the Statute Book. That is why I have moved an am- 
endment, namely that the Bill be circulated for eliciting public opinion thereon. 


Mr. Sperker: Motion under consideration, amendment moved— 


Tuat the Puajas Restraiat on Dowry Bill be circulat:d for eliciting public 
opinion thereon till 1-9-1950. 


Shri Bhim Sea Sacaar (Ex-Member, West Punjab Assembly, 
representing Lahore City, eneral, Urban) (Hindi): Sir, I want to draw 
the attention of the Government to a simple matter. It is obvious 
that the object of referring this Bill to a select committee is that the Bill 
should be amended or scrutinised in such a manner that it is acceptable to 
the public and there is nothing in it which may not find favour with the 
people for whose benefit it is i..tended to be enacted. ButI am going to 


refer to merely a procedural matter. lf this Bill is now referred toa select . 


committee, the latter will have to hold several meetings which means extra 
burden on the exchequer. If we have to find out the public opinion on it, 
then will it not be better to send it for circulation now and then refer the Bill 
to a select committee which should hold its deliberations during the session. 
days. The Committee will have the advantage of going through the public 
opinions on it and also the Government will not be required to incar ‘any 
additional expenditure on the trave ling allowance of the Members, which in 
the present case they will have to bear. 1 feel that the select committee 
should hold its sittings during the session. 


é 
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Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha (jullundur, General, Rural) (Punjabi): Sir, 
this is a very useful measure. Poor people are looking forward to the day 
when it becomes a ləw. It would solve the difficulties of the poor people 
to some extent in the matter of the marriages of their daughters. At present 
they are very unhappy because they are expected to give rich dowries like 
their affluent brethren The refugees are particularly face to face with this 
difficulty. Iam of the opinion that instead of referring this Bill to a select 
committee, this should have been taken into consideration at once. As you 
are aware Sir, I expressed my apprehensions in the party meeting that 
with the passing of this Bill an other serious problem may not arise. It is 
the problem of blackmarketing of the bridegooms. (Laughter). 


K 
~ Mr. Speaker: Ihave heard those arguments and he need not repeat 
them here. 


Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: Then, Sir, I feel that the Bill should have 
been passed as early as possible instead of delaying| it by referrng it to the 
select committee. 


Shri Kedar Nath Saigal (Amritsar, General, Rural) (Hindi): Sir, I. 
may point out at the very out set that dowry problem in our country isa 
very vexatious problem. People are very sore about it and there is 


a strong sentiment in the people against it. My hon. Friend on my right 
has opposed it, 


Sardar Bachan Singh: No I have not opposed it. I have suggested 
that it should be sent for circulation to elicit public opinion on it. 


Shri Kedar Nath Saigai : Well, Sir, I was saying that there exists a 
strong feeling among the people against the dowry system, Sir, in Bengal 
many a families have been ruined on account of extravagant marriage 
ceremonies. A large number of unfortunate parents have not been able to 
get their daughters married on account of exorbitant demands put forward 
by the prospective husbands on them. The result of all this has been that 
most of the girls seeing their parents unable to marry them for want 
of suitable dowry have put an end to their miseries by committing suicide, 
Such of the parents who could hardly make their both ends meet have 
already disposd of their property simply for giving dowry to their daughters 
at the time of their marriage. The parents have already suffered untold 
miseries in this direction. This growing evil of spending huge amounts on 


the marriage of daughters already is vogue in Bengal has now spread to every 
nook and corner of our State. In spite of the fact that the numbers_ of the 
boys far exceeds the number of the girls in our State, exorbitant demands 
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continue to be put forward by the prospective husbands on the parents 
of the girls. At present the position is that people in every nook and corner 
of the State are out to condemn this social evil as due to abnormal conditions 
at present prevailing in our State, it has become well nigh impossible for 
them to meet the heavy expenditure in connection with the marriage of their 
daughters. People are already sick of this dowry system as it has become 


almost impossible for them to give dowries when they are already hard hit 
due to abnormal rise in the prices of essential commodities. However, I take 
this opportun ty of congratulating the Government which otherwise is known 
for its delaying tactics for doing one good thing by bringing in the proposed 
legislative measure during its regime. At this stage I would also 
like to congratulate the hon. Chief Minister who has been my Friend and 
Opponant too for taking such a goo] step. As a matter of fact we are too 
late in bringing in this Bill in this House. Sucha step should have been 
taken immediately aiter the creation of this post-partitioned province and 
now the State of Punjab. If this was placed on the Statute Book about 24 
years ago and some hundreds, of persons were imprisoned for violating its 
provisions, I am sure, people would have been relieved of all the worries 
and miseries, However it is not too late to take this.step as it has been said :- 


TA Hl AA SA AM AA Bl ANT Baal qa al sed. 
HYD a SS Mt AH 3 w ATS GA Bar UM AUT ATs 


Sir, I take this opportunity of conzralutating you too as such a good step 
has been taken under your Sp2akership. In the end I would request my hon. 
Friend Sardar Bachan Siagh to support this good move on the part of the 
Government. I hope he will not hesitate to offer his wholehearted 


support to it, 


Shrimati Shanno Devi Sehgal (South Eastern Towns, General, Urban) 
(Hinds): Sir, it isa fact that I used to get enough opportunities to give 
expression to my views while sitting on the Opposition Benches in the 
United Punjab Assembly. The discussion in the Assembly then used to 
be very lively, After the attainment of independence I should have given 
vent to my feelings in this House where I find myself amongst my own 
comrades occupying Treasury Benches although they may hold the same 
views that I hold or their views may be divergent with the views held by 
me. People outside this House have for the last 24 years been inquir- 
ing from me as to why I have been keeping mum and have never taken 


part in any discussion in the Assembly. The House is fully aware of 


PunjabPidhtdkgrfact that I used to take active part in the discussions of the House 


Digitiz d by¥ 
Panjab (ge 


ibrary 


a a ee 


| 
i 
i 
i 
i 
| 


1 
i 
! 
l 
} 
j 
f 
i 
t 
! 
i 


i. 


l 
Original with; 


RESTRAINT ON DOWRY BILL (20) 31 


during the regime of late Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan and Malik Khizar 
Hayat Khan, in the United Punjab Assembly and if I have chosen to be 
silent, it is not because of the fact that I am afraid that by criticizing 
the policy of the Government I would incur the displeasure of the Party- 
in-Power or that I may be expelled from the Congress Assembly Party for 
raising a dissentient voice but I often really fail to understand as to, how 
and to whom I stould unburden my feelings. However J will be fail- 
ing in my duty if I do not offer my congratulations to the hon. Chief 
Minister and the hon. Members of this august House for t ringing for- 
ward such a legislative measure before the House for the good of the 
State I really appreciate the fact that the Government have now realized 
to put an end to this demon of dowry for all time to come. It will not be 
out of place to mention here that the poor refugees are in a miserable 
plight and their woes know no end. They have already disposed of their 
ornaments that they had with them and now they have been reduced to 
such abject povetry and misery that the have begun to sell 
their clothes with a view to keeping their body and soul together. This 
is not all. They have taken recourse to all methods howsoever degraded 
and mean they might be, to satisfy their hunger. When they have lost 
all their belongings in the West Punjab and have no clothes even to 
wear, no home to live in, then, you may imagine, Sir, how they can 
afford to give dowry to their daughters. Our Government had indeed 
earned the gratitude of the millions of people by bringing forward such 
a reformative measure in this House. As a matter of fact it was decided 
in the party meeting yesterday that the Bill now before the House, should 
be circulated for eliciting public opinion thereon. But Iam of the view 
that there is absolutely no necessity for circulating it for eliciting public 
opinion or to refer it toa select committee. I strongly feel that it should 
be passed here and now. In fact it is no use taking public opinion on 
such a good measure. I would request the House to pass this Bill into 
Law without any further delay. If this is done, I am sure public will 
heave a sigh of relief and they will be benefitted to a great extent and at 
the same time we will be able to implement the high ideals for which the 


Congress stands. 
“a 


Caief Minister (The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava) (Hindustani): Sir, 
I thank the honourable Members for congratulating me for bringing forward 
such a Bill before the House. The hon. Members have pleaded for cir- 
culation of the Bill for eliciting public opinion thereon. The Government 
will issue Press Communique at an early date. I would, therefore, request 
the hon. Member not tu press his amendment and let the Bill be referred 
to a select committee. 


a Vidi a Sabhs Shrimati Shanno Devi Sehgal: Will this Bill be referred to a select _ 
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Sardar Bachan Singh: I beg leave to withdraw my amendment. 


s 


The amendment was, by leave, withdrawn. 


Mr. Speaker: Question is. 


(i) That the Punjab Restraint on Dowry Bill be referred to a select committee 
consisting of-= : 
1. Thakur Dalip Singh. 
2. Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: 
3. Sardar Waryam Singh. 
4, Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma. 
5. Sardar Jagjit Singh Mann. 
6. Sardar Sajjan Singh. 
7. Shri Bhagwan Dass. 
8. Shrimati Sita Devi. 
9, Chaudhri Samar Singh. 
Q. Prof. Sher Singh. 
Shrimati Shanno Devi Sehgal. 


pæd pad 
— 


(ii) That the quorum is the select committee shall be 5. 


The motion was carried amidst cheers, 


cet toe OR 


PUBLIC HEALTH BILL. 


Minister For Rehabilitation (The hon, Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi): Į 
introduce the Punjab Public Health Bill. 


Minister For Rehabilitation (Hindustani) : I move— 


That the Pun ab Public Health Bill be circulated for eliciting opinion thereon by 
31-7-59. 


Sir, Public Health Administration in the Punjab is governed by 
several Acts and other model bye-laws framed by the Government. As 
a matter of fact such laws are not effective in their operation. Some 
attention is, however, paid in the municipal areas but inattention in the 
rural areas practically amounts to neglect. Under the existing law, Govern- 
ment have little powers to get public health measures executed i? villages. 
There is no law which may effectively control the spread of infectious 
diseases in rural areas Accordingly, this Public Health Bill is proposed to 
be enacted in order to improve the standard of general sanitation and to 
secure rapid and efficient control of diseases in miuncipal and rural areas. 
It is hoped that as soon as the provisions of this detailed Bill are brought 
in force, public health and municipal and village sanitation will be far 


Punjab Vidhan Sabha 


Digiti ed by; 


Panja Deans 


improved. This Bill is being circulated for eliciting public opinion thereon 


-e ata 


Hen Sa aa ae 


PUBLIC HEALTH BILL (20) 33 


Mr, Speaker: Motion moved—— 


That the Punjab Public Health Bill be circulated for eliciting opinion thereon by 
31 7-50, 


Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt (Ex-member, west Punjab Assembly 
representing North-eastern Towns- General, Urban) (Hindustani): I move— 
That the Punjab Public Health Bill be circultaed for eliciting opinion thereon by 

30-9-59. 


Sir, I would like this Bill to be circulated for eliciting public opinion 
theréort before the 30th September, 1950. I am sorry that there is very little 
time at my disposal which makes it impossible for me to enter intoa detailed 
discussion. I would say that the Bill is of great importance in as much as 
it makes provision for improving arid safeguarding the health of the public. 
There are certain clauses in the Bill which are’ essentially good for the 
improvement of general health of the public. It is an admitted fact that the 
municipal committees did not pay adequate attention to the public health 
needs of the community and all the measures were not adopted universally 
in all the local areas of the State. The Central Government recognised the 
need in this behalf and issued instructions to all State Governments to 
enact such a Bill, The Medical Council also advised likewise. But I oppose 
this Bl on the ground that it should have been drafted according to 
the needs of the State and it should be purged of all the defective 
clauses. Especially we will have to see what should be the functions and the 
personnel of the Health Board. I have to make many suggestions in connect- 
ion with this Bill but I would not take much time of the House at this stage. 
I would, however, certainly inform rather warn my hon. Friends that 
vaccination and revaccination has been made compulsory in the Punjab 
Primary vaccination and Re-vaccination Bill. Even inoculation has also been 
made compulsory. We as legislators will be held responsible for all this. In 
any town or a village everybody will have to get his children vaccinated and 
re-vaccinated compulsorily. Similarly inoculation in case of Cholera, typhoid 
or dyptheria will also be made compulsory. Whereas all theMinisters of 
the Central Government and State Government are undergoing homoeopathic 
treatment for themselves and their families, I fail to understand why 
vaccination or inoculation should be made compulsory for others. I wonder 
why people should be deprived of the benefits of homoeopathic treatment 
when it is followed by Cabinet Ministers and other highly placed officers. 
The hon. Chief Minsiter Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava himself prefers this 
treatment of homoeopathy and avoid vaccination and inoculation. 


pene Sir, my submission is that it is poisonous matter that is injected 
Tigind with; 
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body but on the other hand has definitely injurious effect on some other 

functions of the body. Though in the case of vaccination, the conservative | 


section of medical men concedes that it is efficacious and has the power 
to grant immunity, about the preventive quality of inoculation even the 
conservative allopathic medical men are very sceptical. The consensus of | 
opinion of the allopaths is that inoculation does not grant immunity in : 
cholera and typhoid fever. Anyway, there is considerable difference of 
opinion on this matter among the medical men. No doubt there are some 


doctors who commend th2 use of these medicines used in inoculations, but : | . 
this is because they are in the employ of big firms of druggists and chemists 
like Parker Davis, which have vested interests and which do not hesitate 


to purchase certificates of medical men about the efficacy of the drugs they 
manufacture. The Ministers are generally laymen, so far as medical science 
is concerned. | 
Sardar Swaran Sing): But in this case, the Minister concerned is P % 
a medical man. j 
Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: But he has been out of touch, ever | 
since he became a politician. I was saying, Sir, that the state of affairs is 
such that even the doctors belonging to the allopathic school hold divergent - 
views about the efficacy of inoculations. Therefore, Sir, there is absolutely | 
no justification for compelling the people to get themselves inoculated. This 
provisicn in the Bill cannot be justified on any ground, whatever. When the 
Public Health Bill reaches the stage where careful and earnest consideration 7 
cn it will be possible, I hope the Government will agree to the omission 
of this clause, aiming at compulsory inoculation. With these words, I move 
that this Bill be circulated for eliciting public opinion thereon till 30th 
September, 1950, though I wish it could have been postponed for three or four 
years until better and abler persons have replaced the present occupants of 


the Treasury Benches.. 


Mr. Speaker: Motion under consideration, amendment moved— ae 
That the Punjab Public Health Bill be circulated for elic ting opinion thereon t 
by 30-9-50. | 


Minister for Rehabilitation : Sir, the date mentioned in the motion 
that has been moved by me is 31st July, 1950 and that suggusted by my hon. i 
Friend is 30th September, 1950. As awia media, I suggest that the date 
should be 31st August, 1950. | 

Mr, Speaker: Question is— % 

That the Punjab Public Health Bill be circulated for eliciting opinion thereon 
by 3tst August, 1950. 
The motion was carried. 
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Minister for Development (The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa) : 
I introduce the Punjab Land Preservation (Amendment) Bill. 


Minister for Development (Punjabi): I move—— 

That the Punjab Land Preservation (Amendment) Bill be taken into conside-ation 
at once. 

Sir, as my Friends and especially those hailing from Hoshiarpur and 
Ambala districts are well aware, ‘Cho’ and ‘soil erosion’ are the chief causes 
responsible for spoiling the land and making it barren and unfit for cultiva- 
tion in our State. The havoc that has already been worked by them is well- 
known to all. It is with a view to protecting the land, that the Government 
has had to take so many precautionary measures. But at present we have no 
adequate provision in law to stop the activities of those who try to obstruct 
the implementation of these measures of land preservation. This Bill is 
designed to remove this short coming in the existing law on the subject 


Mr. Speaker : Motion moved :— 


That the Punjab Land Preservation (AMendment) Bill be taken into consideration 


at once. 
« . e 
The motion was carried. 


Mr. Speaker: The House will now proceed to consider the Bill clause 
by clause. 


CLAUSE 2 


Mr. Speaker: Question is :— 
That clause Patan part of the Bill. 
The motion was carried. 
CLAUSE 1 
Mr. Speaker: Question is :— 
That clause 1 stand part Of the Bill. 
The motion was carried, 
TITLE 
Mr. Speaker: Question is :— 
That the Title be the Title of the Bill. 
The motion was carried. 


Minister for Development : I move — 


social wen That the Punjab Land Preservation (Amendment) Bill be passed, 
rıgına wit > 

Punjab Vidhan Sabha The motion was carried. 
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EAST PUNJAB CONSERVATION OF MANURE (AMENDMENT) BILL 


Minister for Development (The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa): x l 
I introduce the East Punjab Conservation of Manure (Amendment) Bill. 

Minister for Development (Punjabi) : I move — 

That the East Punjab Conservation of Manure (Amendment Bill be) 
taken into consideration at once. 

Sir, as the hon. Members of this House are aware, the provisions of the 
East Punjab Conservation of Manure Act are being enforced in many parts 
of this State. Ithas come to the experience of the Government that under 
the Land Acquisition Act, it is not so easy to acquire land with a view to 


implementing the provision relating to compulsory conservation of manure. ii 
The procedure under that Act is nol so quick and the consequent delay 
results in hampering the progress of ‘Grow More Food Campaign’. Itis with 
the object of overcoming this difficulty in the speedy acquisition of land, 
tuat this Bill has been brougnt before the House. N 
Mr. Speaker: Motion moved :— A 
That the East Punjab Conservation of Manure (Amendment) Bil! bə taken into 
i consideration at once. š | E 
The motion was carried | 
Mr. Speaker: The House will now proceed to consider the Bill clause | 
by clause. | 
CLAUSE 1 a 
SUB CLAUSES (2) and (3) | 
Mr. Speaker: Question is — i 
That Subclauses (2) and (3) of claus: 1 stand part of the Bill. | 
The motion was carried, 
CLAUSES (2) to (5) | 
Mr. Speaker: Question is— i 
That clauses 2 to 5 stand part of the Bill. ° : i 
The motion was carried. | 
CLAUSE 1 
SUB CLAUSE (1) 4 
Mr. Speaker: Question is — 
That subclause (1) of clause I stand part of the Bill. > 
The motion was carried. f 


TITLE 
Mr. Speaker : Question is — 
Originbl with; That Title be the Title of the Bill. 


Punja a Sabha The motion was carried. 
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Minister for Development: I move — 


That the East Punjab Conservation of Manure (Amendment) Bill be passed: 


The motion was carried, 


LOCAL AUTHORITIES (PROVISION OF STALLS FOR DISPLACED 
PERSONS) BILL. 
Minister for Labour (The hon. Shri Prithvi Singh Azad): I introduce 


the Punjab Local Authorities (Provision of Stalls for Displaced Persons 
Bill. 


Minister for Labour: I move — 


That the PunjabLocal Authorities (Provisioa of Stalls for Displaced Persons) 
Bill be taken into consi leration at once. 


The motion was carried, 
Mr. Speaker: The House will now consider the Bill clause by clause. 
CLAUSE 1 
SUB CLAUSE (2) 
Mr. Speaker: Question is — 
That subzlause (2) of clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 
The motion was carrted. 


CLAUSES 2 to 8 
MP Speaker: Question is — 
That clauses 2 to 8 stand part of the Bill. 
The motion was carried. 


CLAUSE 1 
SUB CLAUSE (1) 


Wr. Speaker : Question is :— 
That subclause (1) of clause I stand part of the Bill. 
The motion was carried, 
TITLE \ 
Mr. Speaker : Question is — 
| That the Title be the Title of the Bill. 
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Minister for Labour: I move :— 


That the Punjab Local Authorities (Provision of Stalls: for Displaced Persons) : . 
Bill be passed. "EE 

| 

| 


The motion was carried. 


ee eee re oA 


EAST PUNJAB DISPLACED PERSONS (LAND RESETTLEMENT) 
. (AMENDMENT) BILL. 


Minister for Rehabilitation (The hon. Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi): I ar 


introduce the East Punjab Displaced Persons (Land Resettlement) (Amend- 
ment) Bill. l 


Minister tor Rehabilitation ( H industani) : I move — 


That the East Punjab Displaced Persons (Land Resettie nent) (Amendment) Bill 
be taken into consideration at once. i 
Sir, it was decided that a rent equal to four times the usual rent, should z 
be charged from the temporary allottees for ‘rabi’ and that the permanent is 
allottees should be able to have ‘batai’ from them. We were under the , 
impression that we should bə able to finish the worko f rehabilitation soon 
but that has not been possible and it appears that it may be difficult to i 
get ‘batai’ from the temporary allottees. Itis now thought that no ‘batai’ 


Should be charged from them and therefore this Bill has been placed before ny 
the House. As tor the four times rent, an amendment will just now be brought 3 
to effect some reduction ia it,and I hope it will find favour with the | 
House. 
Mr. Speaker : Motion moved — | 
* 
That the East Punjab Displaced Persons (Land Resettlement) (Amendment) | 
Bill be taken into consideration at once. | 
The motion was carried, l 
| 


Mr. Speaker: The House will now proceed to consider the Bill clause 
by clause, bla 
CLAUSE 2 | 
Sardar Ajit Singh : (Ex-member, West Punjab Assembly representinz my 
South West Punjab, Sikh, Rural) (Punjabi): I move — 
That the following be substituted for the existing clause :— 


ER PN 2. In sub-section (2) of Section 5 of the East Punjab Displaced Persons (Land | 
panja Vidhan Sabha Resettlement) Act, 1949, for the words “liąble to pay four times the land | 
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at his option to be decided mutually with the new allottee or lessee at the 
time of entering into constructive possession in Rabi, 1950 and after” the 
following words be substituted :— 


liable to pay two anda half times the land revenue in addition to the cesses for 


the time being in force at the time of entering into constructive possession in 
Rabi 1950 and after. 


Sir, the displaced temporary allottees and the lessees feel that charging 


such exorbitant rent entails great hardship for them and it should therefore 
be reduced. Ofcourse, the Government has already been kind to them by 
exempting them from ‘batai’ but I hope that it will goa step further and 
instead of charging four times it would charge only two anda half times 
of the usual rent. 
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Mr. Speaker: Clause under consideration amendment moved— 


That the following be substitu ted for the existing clause :— 

2. In sub-section (2) of Section 5 of the East Punjab Displaced Persons (Land 
Resttlement) Act, 1949, for the words “liable to pay four times the land 
revenue in addition to the cesses for the time being in force or customary 
batai at his option to be decided mutually with the new allottee or lessee 
at the time of entering into constructive possession in Rabi, 1950, and after” 
the following words be substituted :— 

Liable to pay two and a half times the ‘land revenue in addition to the 
cesses for the time being in force at the time of entering into constructive 


possession in Rabi, 1950 and after. 


The motion was casried. 
Mr. Speaker: Question is— 
That clause 2, as amended, stind part of the Bill. 
The motion was carried. 
CLAUSE 1. 
Mr. Speaker: Question is— 


That clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 
The motion was carried, 


TITLE. 


Mr. Speaker : Question is— 
That the Title be the ‘Title of the Bill. 
The motion was carried. 
Minister for Rehabilitation : I move— 


That the Fast Punjab Displaced Persons (Land Resettlement) (Amendment) 
Bill as amended, be passed. a. 


The motion was carried. 
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PREVENTION OF BLACK-MARKETING BILL. l | 

Minister for Development: (The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh e | 
Bajwa) I introduce the Punjab Prevention of Black-Marketing Bill. Saano 


Minister for Development: I move— J 


That the Punjab Prevention of Black-Marketing Bill be taken into consideration 
alee 
at once. 

Shri Virendra: Sic I want to draw your attention to section 304 of 
the Constitution of India, clause (b) of this section lays down. 


Notwithstanding anything in article 301 or artile 303, the legislature of a State . 
may by law impose such reasonable restrictions on the freedom of tra le, 
commerce or intercourse with or within that state as may be required in the 


public interest. 


Provided that no Bill or amendment for the purposes of clause (b) shall be 
introduced or moved in the Legislature of a State without the previous sanction 


of the President. 


What I wish to say is this that it appears as if this Black Marketing | 
hill places some restrictions on trade. In case it be so, the Government 
should obtain the sanction of the President before introducing it in this 
House. This should not be taken to mean that I wish to obstruct the 
passage of this Bill. On the other hand I strongly support the principle a 
underlying it. I wish that when it is passed into an Actit should not be 
declared ultra vires of this Lagislature by the courts. 


Minister for Development : Sir, I do not think we are placing any 
restrictions on any trade. We only wish to put a stop to black marketing. 


Shri Virendra : Sir, I very well know that the intention of the Govern- 


ment is to stop black marketing. My desire is also the same and that is why eila 
I say that no loophole should be allowed to remain in the Bill which may 

be exploited by interested persons in the courts. Sub-clause 5 of clause 2 

raises some fears in my mind. It reads as follows : 


essential article, in contravention of any law, rule, notification or order for the 
time being inforce relating to the acquisition or disposal of such article or 


commodity. 


PES eee To my mind the sanction of the President is necessary. However 


= ae saf the Government does not think so, it may carry on with the Bill. 
igized by; 
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Minister for Education: Sir, I draw your attention to the wording 
of Article 304 (a) of the Constitution. It reads: | 


(a) impose on goods imporied from other States any tax to which similar goods 
manufactured or prod :ced in that State are subject, so, however, as not to 
discriminate hetween goods so importet and goods to manufactured or 
produced. 

The only intention of the section is that there should be no discrimination 


between the goods imported and produced. 
Mr, Speaker: What about sub-clause (b) of the Article ? 


Shri Virendra : Sir, I would draw vour attention to the proviso to the 
Article. It lays down: — 


Provi ied that no Bill or amendment for the purposes of claus: (b) shall be intro- 
duced or moved in the Legislature of a Stite without the previous sarction of 


the President. 

My contention is that the clauses of the Bill infringe the provisions of 
Article 304 and «he Article should be read along with the proviso. 

Mehta Raobit Singh: Ido not find any weight in the objection raised 
by my hon. Friend, that a Bill which may at some stage be declared ultra vires 
cannot be introduced in the Legislature. A Bill which is on the agenda must 
be taken up and if somebody has doubts about its legality, he can go to a 
court of law and obtain its verdict. Dilatory tactics are being adopted by 
some persons who do not wish the Bill to be passed so that black-markets 

! might go on for at least six month more. Taking the interests of the State 
in view, I shall request mv hon. Friend Shri Virendra to give up his preseut 
attitude, The legality of every ciactment can be challenged in a court of 
law and if any personhas any cou ts on that score, he can adopt that- 


yo course. I submit that the House should proceed with the consideration of 
the Bill, | 

ii Sardar Swaran Siagh : Sir, so far as the anxiety of my hon. Friend | 

y Mehta Ranbir Singh for seeing that this Billis passed at once is concerned, I 

ay am entirely one with him and T will be the foremost with him to see that 

9 this Bill is placed on the Statute Book. But, Sir, in view of the constitutional 


objection it would be futile to place the Bill on the Statute Book if its 
legality is going to be successfullv challenged in courts of law. Because 
ny if we place on the Statute Book a law about which there is a legal objection 
or a lacuna, with regard to its jurisdiction and with regard to its validity and 
then leave it to courts to declare it ul:sra vires, it would result in placing 
each one of us including courts of law, the Government ani the legislature 


Originalwy€lth; ` a ” ee : f «i. s . 
a el Sabha @lso in an embarrassing POsition. Therefore, it isa matter for serious corn- 
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(Sardar Swaran Singh] | 
sideration as to whether constitutionally this is possible or not. So far as a] 
restrictions on trade are concerned, almost every provision of this Bill con- r 
tains such restrictions. The expressicn, “Restrictions cn the freedom of 
trade, commerce or intercource with or within ‘that State’, contained in 
sub-clause (b) of Article 301 of the Constitution is very wide. 
Mr. Speaker: May I know if fixation of price also can mean interference 
with trade or not ? E 
Sardar Swaran Singh: Iam not sure that fixation of price is inter- : | 
ference with trade. Tt is possibly true that fixation of price is not interferenc2 ; 
with trade but there are other provisions in this Bill, for instance, sub-clause 
(iii) of clause 2, where refusal to sella thing is made penal. Ordinarily it is 
the essential right of any trader to agree to sell or not to agree to sell or refuse 
to sell any commodity that he may possess. 


Mr. Speaker: If fixation of price is not interference with trade, then 
the hon. Member should also see the definition of ‘fair price’. 


Sardar Swaran Singh: Sir, I am definitely of the view, and I have 
applied my mind to it, that refusal to sell is an essential right of any 
trader. As weare restricting that right it comes within the mischief of 
clause (b) of Article 304 of the Constitution and asit is capable of wide 
interpretation, instead of leaving that lacuna the Government must 
obtain the sanction of the President for introducing this Bill. If this 
Bill is placed on the Statute Book inits present form and is later cn decla ed 


ultra vires by any court of Jaw then it will be very embarrassing for every- 
body concerned 
Secondly T want to point out that ours is not the only Legislature which 
is enact'ng sucha Bill. I understand that already the Central Legislature 
has enacted a Bill with similar provisions and they are applicable not only 
to the centrally administered areas but to all States also. ` 


Thirdly I have looked up the Articles of the Constitution and this 
matter is on the Concurrent List also. Therefore, when a matter is on the 
Concurrent List it is essential for the Government to consult the Government 
of Indiaand I am not sure that it has done so. The State Legislature 
as such cannot bave any excuse for enacting a Bill the provisions of which 
go against the provisions of the Constitution. The Government should consult 
| the Central Government beforehand and make sure whether the Bill is 3 
| Ultra Vire: or Intra Vires of the State Legislature. My view after a careful | 
origi «ne fOnSideration of the provisions of this new Bill, is that it comes within the 
Punj® Vidteatgchief of sub-clause (b) of Section 304 of the Constitution of India and 
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that the sanction of the President for its introduction is necessary and without 
that sanction thereis at least a reasonable fear of its being declared ultra 
vires, and we should not take that risk. We should not pass a Bill the 
provisions of which can be got over by the black-marketers, by finding out 
a lacuna, ‘and such a Bill will not be in the interests of the administration. 
I would, therefore; strongly suggest that the sanction of the President which 
will be of a very formal character and which I am sure the President will 


not grudge, should be oòtained. And also now that the Chief Minister has 
held out a promise for a special session of the Assembly for legislative purposes 
it will not make much difference if we do not pass this’ Bill to-day. 


d Mehta Ranbir Singh: You want that black-market shculd continue 


for another six months. 


Sardar Swaran Singh : I know that Mr. Mehta has a temptation to go to 
= the press with a banner line that he was in favour of passing the Bill 


immediately. I assure Mr. Mehta that I am more keen to see this Bill 
through but at the same time I do not want to place a law on the Statute 


Book which can be made ineffective by interested people later un. Such 

ù a law would not be in the interest oi the Government and the administration, 
nor will it bring any c.edit to the Legislature. Therefore, it is in the 
interest of the State that a strong and effe:tive measure should be passed 
which has no lacuna init. I strongly suggest that the sanction of the 
Pesident should be obtained before it is introduced. 


Chief Minsiter (Hindustani): Sir, reference has been made to Article 
304 (b) of the Constitution which provides : 


The legislature of a state nay vy law— 


(b) Impose such reasonable restrictions on the freedom of trade, commerce 
or intercourse with or withiu taat State as may be required in the public 


i interest. 


According to the present Bill we are not imposing any new restrictions 


on any trade. Moreover : would liike to invite your attention to Article 205 


z 
of the Constitution which lays down :— 
h, No Act of Parliment or of the Leg: lature of a state specified in part A or part 

B of the first schedule, aud no p:ovision in any such Act, shall be invalid by 
reason only that some recommendation or previous sanction required, by this 
Constitution was not given, if assent to that Act was given— f 

a A (a) where the recommendation required was that of the Governor, either by the 
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(b) where the recommendation required was that of the Rajpramukh, either 
by the Raj pramukh or by the President ; 

(c) where the recommendation or previous sanction required was that of the 
President, by the President. 

Previous sanction is necessary only if we impose any new restrictions. 
But if we read the Bill, we would find that actually no new restrictions 
are being imposed. Clause 2 of this Bill lays down ; | 

(3) ‘Essential articles or commodity’ means any commodity defined as such in 
section 2 of the Essential Supplies (Temporary Powers) Act, 194) and 
includes any article or commodity which may be notified by the 
Government. 

(4) ‘Fair price’ means the maximum price for an essential article or commodity 
fixed by or computed in accordance with any law, rule, notfication or order 
for the time being in force.’ 

The Punjab Government has thus fixed the prices under the authority 
vested in it by the Government of India. We are not fixing any new prices 
now. What we want is to restrict any person from selling any article or 
commodity at a price higher than the fair price, Fair prices have already 
been fixed under the Essential Commodities order of the Government of 
India which authorizes us to do so. Prices are not to be fixed under this 
Bill. So if we admit that Article 304(b) is applicable to this Bill, I may 
point out that we are not imposing any new restrictions. Even if it is applic- 
able, there is Article 304 (b) so I think the Bill is in order. 

V Mr. Speaker: After carefully considecing the arguments and in view 
of Section 255 of the Constitution, lam of the opinion that the Bill can be 
introduced without the previous sanction of the President. 

Minister for Development (The hon Sardar Gurbachan Singh 
Bajwa) (Punjabi): Sir, everybody is tired of the curse of black market. 
This crime is committed against every member of our society. 
The criminal goes about undetected and continues unchecked, earn- 
ing money in black market. He cannot be brought to book. The 


əblack marketer is in fact ‘worse than the criminal who enters the house of. 


a person during night time and gets money at th: point of revolver. That 
criminal attacks only the person who is rich, But the black-marketer cheats 
each and everyone irrespective of the fact Whether anybody is rich or poor. 
He chzats the man who has no house to live in and whose children are going 
about naked and hungry. Such a poor mau does everything to feed and 
clothe his children and the unscruplous black-marketer expoloits his 


helplessness to the utmost. He is thus worse than an ordinary criminal. 
Origin l with; F Se arai 
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ii sorne black-marketers were fined, they earned again many times more in 
black market. In order to remove such shortcomings from the existing 
law, we have now defined the word ‘black market’ quite adequately. 


Secondly, people should also know as to who is a black-marketer. 
Provision has, therefore, been made for this purpose in the Bill. The 
punishment now prescribed has also been made deterrent. It is, in short, 
to end the curse of black market in the State that this Bill has been brought 
before the House. 


Mr. Speaker: Motion moved — 


That the Punjab Preveation of Black- Marketing Bill be taken into consideration 
at once. i , 

Shri Virendra (Ex-member West Punjab Assembly representing West 
Division, Multan, General, Rural) (Hindustani): Sir, I congratulate the 
Government on bringing this Bill before the House. Along with this, I have 
one complaint also. It is that the Bill does not seem adequate enough 
for the purpose of ending black market. If we want to end black market 
from our State, we will have to close all the doors through which this 
evil can find enterance into our society. As a matter of fact, I wanted 
the Bill to beso rigorous that nobody could have dared to indulge in black 
marketing. There are certain clauses of this Bill which are likely to increase 
black market instead of ending it. For instance, I would like to draw your 
attention to clause 2. 


~\y Mr. Speaker: Better leave that. I hope the hon. Member would not 
anticipate because we have got emendments to this clause. This point 
should be discussed at that time. | 


“Shri Virendra: Wiil you give me time then ? 
vA Mr. Speaker: Certainly. 


Shri Virendra : So I give up this clause at present. The punishment 
prescribed in the Bill is not sufficient. If the Government really wants to end 
corruption, it should undertake such steps as have been undertaken by the 
Kashmir Government which has provided punishment of public flogging for 
the black-marketers. Unless we take sucha step, it is not possible to end 
black-market. The people who are sought to be checked from black market- 
ing, have so much money that they do not let the Government do anything 
against them. The hon. Members are aware of the fate of cases which are 
sent evento High Court. We have before us the example of iron and steel 


Punjab Vidhan sabhe@SeS- L wish to submit thatif the Governmenttwants to put a stop to black 
market then it should try to remove the shortcomings that exist in this Bill, 
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[Shri Virendra] 
These defects must be remedied. In the end I congratulate the Government 
for briuging in this legislative measure of immense importance. 

Shri Bhim Sen Sachar (Ex Member West Punjab Assembly representing 
Lahore City, General, Urban) (Hindi): Sir, I rise to support what some of 
the hon. Members and Shri Vir ndra have stated. I heartily congratulate 
the Government in that it has tried to respond to public opinion — by bring- 
ing in this legislative measure. A law is generally enacted in two ways. 
One of them is that a Government brings in a measure of its own accord 
and gets it passed, the second is that public opinion on a point becomes so 
strong that the Government has to recognize it and bringin a Bill which 
meets the needs of the situation and satisfies the public. This measure is a 
proof of the fact that the Government recognises the strong sentiments of 
the public on this matter which exists not only in the Punjab but throughout 
the length and breadth cf the country. As a matter of fact the black 
marketers are the worst enemies of society. Independence which we have 
got is quite a new experiment. There isa general shortage of things n the 
country. Under these circumstances if obstacles are placed in the way of 
equitable distribution of things the loss to the society as a whole becomes 
immense. Ninety percentof the bid reputatioa that the Government has 
earned is due tothe fact that the essential arcicles of daily use are not 
available to the public. This fact gives rise to black-marketing. The Bill 
which we have before us for consideration, aims at removing black marketing 
If we look at its clauses carefully we will notice that various steps are intended 
to be taken with a view to check this evil. But my submission is that 
the mere passing of this Act will not mend matters of its own accord. Ii 
we are to reap full advantage out of it, I would advise that the most impor- 
tant method would be to create public opinion against black marketing in 
our own way. Wherever we are sitting and whatever we are doing the 
first duty of every citizen should be to create such public opinion, We should 
not tolerate any man who indulges in black market. 1 consider such an 
attitude of mind to be the first step in the direction of checking this evil. 
In this matter I wish to warn the Government and to tender an advice to 
it (and to all of my friends as well) that sometimes when we do certain things, 
may bein gcod faith, they indirectly tend to have an effect not against 
black-marketing but rather in its favour. Only the other day a question 
was asked in this House concerning a firm which was alleged to have indulged 
in some objectionable activitie:. The Member who put the question alleged 
that the Police resorted to victimization. The Government did not give a 


detailed reply. The Government appeared to be ignorant of the persons 
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have connections. The Government gave a brief reply without going into 
the details of the case. Under these circumstances the public might go away 


with the impression that perhaps it is not the policy of the Government 
# to puta stop to black-marketing. More than the laws themselves the public 


is «ffected by the manner in which the Government deals with such matters, 
in its executive capacity. Shri Virendra has referred to theiron and steel 
cases. I don’t wish to say anything about them at this stage because the 
matter is sub judice. But so far as the executive action of the Government 
is concerned, the public can have before it the policy of the Governrent. 
The iron and steel cases may be pursued or not, but the public cannot 
help feeling what the intention of the Government is with regard to them. 
It leaves an impression on the public mind that the Government is trying 
to prolong the cases unneccessarily and that it wants to wriggle out of them. 
My submission is that the executive action of a Government can make or 
> mar the earnestness of any legislative measure, however nice it may be. 
The success of the purposes of any Act depends toa large extent upon the 
executive policy of a Government. In my opinion if any person is a black- 
marketer he should be sternly dealt with. Even if only a doubt exists 
against a person in the public mind, he should not be allowed to go about 
scot free. As a matter of fact such a person should not be allowed to have any 
place on the committees, conferences and boards that may beset up from 
time to time on public affairs. All persons who indulge in black marketing 
should be completely boycotted. It is common knowledge that if a person 
is intimate or thick with an officer, and people see that he enters the room 
of that officer without even sending a chit, then they carry away the impres- 
sion that he weilds g eat influence in official circles. 


(At this stage Mr. Speaker left the Chair and it was oczupied by Sardar 
Dalip Singh Kang, a member of the P ine! of chairmen). 


People begin to think that that gentleman is a sycophant and takes undue 
advantage of his intimacy with the Government officials. I am of the opinion that 
Government should discourage such practices. We should not forget that we 
are laying the foundations of our State afresh We have to set up new traditions 


2 worthy of amulation by others. We have to act in such a manner as may 
enhance the confidence of the public in the Government. The people should feel 
i that thev have a Government where one can have fair field and no favour and 


under whose regime neither favouritism nor injustice is done to any body. 
They should have the feeling that their Government does not for a moment 
tolerate dishosnesty, and if it raises its head in any form, it will be put down 
ene with a firm hand. I, therefore, submit that we should create such an atmosp- 
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remember, Sir, that in 1921, when the campaign for the popularization of ' 


khadi was at its height, everybody was clad in khaddar. Those who did not 
subscribe to the cult of wearing khaddar, did not dare come out of their 
houses in clothes made from foreign stiff. Asa matter of fact such condi- 
tions were created by the public that nobody dare move out ina dress other 
than the khaddar clothes. So I would suggest to the Government that they 
should make such a provision in the Bill that it becomes impossible for the 
black-marketers to indulge in their nefarious activities. The Bill should be 
framed in such a manner that a person who has the reputation of being a 
blackmarketer, should become an object of ridicule by the public, who 
should proclaim him as the worst enemy of the society. If the society does 
not to erate him, he will come to his senses and refrain from indulging in 
black-marketing. I, therefore, submit that strong provisions should be made 


in the Bill to eliminate the evil of black-marketing from the State lock, 
stock’ id barrel. 


Mr. Chairman: As the sense of the House is that the Bill le passed 
today, I would request the hon. Members to cut short their speechs. 


Mehta Ranbir Singh (Ludhiana and Ferozepore, General, Rural) (Hindi) : 
Sir, I rise to support the Bill now before the House. There can be no two 
opinions about the fact that blackmarketing is an evil which is eating into 
the vitals of the very life of the State of Punjab. I am sure Government 
must have felt the existence of this evil before and it has taken a wise step 
in putting forward this measure witha -view to curbing it. I am of the 
opinion that if Government fails to achieve it object of putting down 
black-marketing in the province for want of adequate powers and come 
forward with an amending Bill next time demanding more powers for purposes 
of eradication of this evil, I would be the first person to lend my wholehearted 
support to the Government for this demand. I want the Government to 
eradicate this evil at any cost. In this connection I may point out that I 
had an opportunity of meeting some gentlemen who have come from China. 
I gathered from their talk that two factors were responsible for bringing 
-about a revolution in that country. One was corruption of the officers and 
second was inflation on account of blackmarketing. Mr Speaker, the object 
of my relating this fact is that our Government should take a lesson from 
what has happened in China, and should take effective measures. to extirpate 
this malady of blackmarketing from the Punjab. 


Before I proceed further, I would like to make a few observations wit ı 
regard to two matters which have been mentioned in this House. The first 
is that the penalty provided in the Bill is not adequate and secondly that 

acs fe Vidhan sapublic opinion against this evil should be created. So far as the first objection 
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is concerned, Ido not agree withit. However, if the Government does not 
succeed in overcoming this evil of blackmarketing with the penal powers as 
are, at present, provided in the Bill, then as I have already stated I would be 
the forefront to arm the Government with additional powers. I shall not 
in hesitate to empower the Government to impose death sentence even, though 
I am of the opinion that no human being hasa right to take anothers life, to 
completely root out this evil. As regards public opinion, T think it is in 
general dead!y against blackmarketing and is in favour of the Government’s 
taking dire steps to eradicate this evil. There may be a few black sheep who 
weild power and want this evil to flourish in the State. They shonld be 
brought to book. Sir, [ have given a very careful thought to the subject 
of blackmarketing. I may point out that I experienced its existence even 
during my jail days. Although generally it is said that blackmarketing 
started during the Second World War but it did exist in jails even before 
that conflict took place. The Jail officials barring a few honourable exceptions 
are very corrupt and they take advantage of the conditions prevailing in the 
prisons. They arranged to provide things to those prisoners at higher rates, 
who could afford te pay and could not go without them It would be interes- 
ting to note that there used to be two types of prisoners in the jails One class 
called ‘‘sethclass’’ compried the sycophants who would flatter the jail officials 
unduly with a view to getting a few advantages. The other class called ‘‘dhons 
class” belonged to the threateners, who threatened the officials with disg-ace- 
ful and abusive treatment, if certain concessions were not granted to them. 
Similarly there are two types of blackmarketers One class belongs to the 
sycophants or flatters who try to get out some advantages from the 
Ministers including officials by hur uring or bribing them up. The other 
class consists of those persons wi.o arevervy influential and rich and yet 
threaten the officials and Ministers with dire cunsequences if their nefarious 
demands are not met by them. Government sheuld take effective steps 
to bring people of both categories to book and inflict condign punishment 


on them so that they may not vitiate the atmosphere of the State by indulging 
in blackmarketing, 


One thing more and I have finished. Sometime back when my hon. 
Friend Shri Bhim Sen Sachar was at the helm of affairs of the State, I wrote 
to him, on the basis of my experience, the reasons which lead to the spread 
of the evil of blackmarketing in the Punjab. I wrote that the officers were 
mainly responsible for the creation of black-marketing in the province. 
They restrict the supply of commodities,for instance steel and thus create scarc- 
ity with the results that blackmarketing flourished. I gave this fact in writing 
that I would be prepared to resign my seat in the Assembly if I failed to prove 
that the officers deliberately created conditions of scarcity in certain commo- 
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dities like steel. These officers were guilty of gross negligence and wilful 
neglect of duty. 

Insp te of all this, I am really constrained to remark that the hon. 
Chief Minister did not realize his responsibilities and no action was taken in 
the matter. I would like to urze- upon the Government to keep the good 
of the general public in view and thus take effective steps to eradicate 
corruption. The hon. Chief Minister should not hesitate to take action 


against any person whosoever he be if he is found guilty of corruption, 
gross inefficiency or wilful negligence. Under the circumstances I wouid 
request the Government in general and the hon. Chief Minister in particula 
to take severe action against tte sycophants, flattcrers and also those who 
resort to threats and indulge in black mrketing. 
Sardar Shiv Saran Singh : Qucstion mey nov te put, Sir, 
Mr. Chairman: Question is— 
That the question be now put. 
The motion was carried. 


Mr. Chairman: Question is— 


That the Punjab Prevention of Black-Marketing Bill be taken into consideration 
at once, 


The motion was carried, 
Mr. Chairman: The House will now proceed to consider the Biji 
clause by clause. 


NEW CLAUSE 
Shri Bhagat Ram Chodha: I beg leave to move the following new 
clause— 


16. ‘That the provisions of the Act shall not apply to the Registered Co- operative 
Societies, 


Leave was refused. 
CLAUSE I 
Sub-clause (2; 
Mr. Chairman: Question is— 
That sub clause (2) of clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 
The motion was carried. 
CLAUSE 2 


Shri Behari Lal Chanana (Ex-member West Punjab Assembly repre- 
senting South East Multan Division, General, Rural) (Hindt): I move— 
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Sir, the original clause about which | have moved the amendment reads 
as under :— | 


“Black-markeʻing n eans (i) selling in the course of trade or acquiring for the pur- 
. s bd ai . . . » 
pose of trade «ny essential article or commodity in excess of its fair price .. ..’ 


lf we study the statement of Objects and Reasons we will find : 


“In spite of the vigilaace of the Police and the official machinery, black-marketing 
has been ramp^nt in the State due, in some measure, to lack of co-operation 


from the public......... 


It is crystal clear from this that if this clause is left unamended or in 
other words if my amendment is not accepted then the very object for which 
this Bill is inte..ded to be placed on the Statute Book, will, I am sure, be in 
no case achieved. Asa matter of fact it has been experienced that in any 
country where people resort to black-marketing, three agencies are involved 
n its process, In fact black-marketing cannot be possible without these 
hree agencies namely, the dealers who sell the goods, the people who purchase 


hem and the branch of admuni tration which helps in making black-market- 
ing possible. 


It is abundantly clear from the Statement of Objects and Reasons that 
in the absence of any deiinition of black-marketinzg the provisions ofthe 
Essential Supplies (Temporary Powers) Act 1946 could not be enforced 
strictly with a view *to prosecuting black-marketers. Now by providing 
its definition it is the iuteution of the Gove.nment to take effective steps 
to root out this anti-social evil. it wiil pe noticed that restrictions against 


_black-marketing have oesau unpused only upon tae persons selling in the 
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course of trade or acquling ior tne purpose of trade, any esseniial article 


or commodity in excess ol its iair price. No such restrictions have been im- 


posed on the customers. nus accocuing tothe provisions of this Bill, any 
person other than a trader wno sells auy commodity in excess ofits fair 
| price cannot be prosecuted Í tiiux my hoa. friends wiil agree with me on the 
point that the enforcement ol tue proposed provisions of this Bill wiil there- 
fore not be instruinental ia ciadicating black-maiketing root and branch. If 


provisions were made for imposing strict restr:ctions on all the three agencies 
responsible for black-marketing as already referred to by me, l am sure, 
Government would have succeeued in wiping out corruption from the State. 


Instead of imposing restrictions on all the three agencies, Government has 
thought it fit to make provision for the imposition of such restrictions on 
one agency or class only. I cannot do without bringing this point home 
to the Government once again that if provision is made for imposing restric 


(20) 52 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [ist April, 1956 
[Shri Behari Lal Chanana] 
tions on all the three agencies responsible for black-marketing, it is sure to e 


achieve the very object for which the proposed Bill is intended to be placed 
on thc Statute Book. If equal resirictions are not imposed both on the i 


4h 


trader and the consumer and suitable provisions to this effect are not made 

in the Bill as suggested in my above amendment, then I am afraid, we will | 
| not succeed in rooting out black-marketing. By imposing restrictions on 
one agency namely, the traders, only it will not be pessible for the Government 
| to take effective steps to eliminate black-marketing at present prevailing in 

| every sphere of life in the State. It will not bə out of place to mention | 
here that this Bill does not make any such provision under which any person 

other than a trader can be prosecuted for purchasing an article on permit “i 
and selling the same at very high rates over and above the scheduled | 
rates. For instance, if a person other than a trader succeeds in securing 
! a permit for the export of four thousand maunds of gram from our State 
and then purchases this quantity and sells the same in any part of Kashmir 
State at a price six times more than the price prevalent here in this State 
there seems to be no provision in the Bill ander which he can be prosecuted | 
for resorting to black-marketing. 


Sir, I would like to submit that the dealer in every trade considers that 
it is the duty of every tradesman to make the Bill with regard to prevention 
of black-marketing more effective. When afew persons indulge in black- 
marketing their act leaves a blot on the fair name of every dealer in that Ps 
line. It is, therefore the duty of every trader to co-operate with the J 
Government in order to root out this anti-social evil and thus to enchance | 
the prestige of the Congress also. The Government should not pass this | 
measure with the mere object of making political propaganda in its favour. | 
I do not like to waste the time of the House by quoting details to show how 
the law that is going to be enacted inits present form will fail to put an ‘ 
effective stop to black-marketing, The Government should give categorical | 
assurance that such a legislation is not being introduced with a view to 
making political capital out of it but to root out the evil of black-marketing 
from the State. The provisions of the Bill should be made effective in its 


application to all persons indulging in black-marketing irrespective of their  * ` 
social status. The steel scandal cases which were started by the Govern- : 
ment on political considerations did not create the desired impression. The g 


administrative machinery of the Government should have moved quickly 
with the disposal of such cases so that the decision of such cases might have 
proved as a deterrant check for others to indulge in black-marketing. It 
ER T should also be the duty of the Government to instila sense of confidence in 
soithe people’s mind that the Government would always be guided by the 
principle of justice and equity in enforcing th of the Bi 
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should be no discriminatory treatment in dealing with the cases of black- 
marketing and even-handed justice should be done to all. It wouid certainly 
be undesirable if some people are challaned and some are given a certificate. 
Such discriminatory trea ment should inall circumstances be avoided. I 
would, therefore, request that the amendment, moved by me, may kindly 


be accepted by the House. 


Mr. Chairman: Clause under consideration, amendment moved— 
That in Sub-clause (1) part (i), lines 1—2, the words “in course of trade” be 
omitted. 


The motion was lost. 


Shri Behari Lal Chanana (Hindi): I move— 


That at the end of sub clause (3) the followoing be added :— 
“In the Gazette for at least 21 days.” 


Sir, I wanted to say much on this amendment but at the same time 
Í feel that it is the desire of the House that there should be no delay in the 
passing of this measure. So as a Congress man I must stand by the imple- 
mentation of the principle enunciated in the Congress manifesto, as I regard 
all other considerations subordinate to it. 


Chaudhri Suraj Mal: God save the Congress from such people. 


Shri Behari Lal Chanana: I will, therefore, ever prefer to remain in 
the party discipline and to contribute to the progress of the work of the 
party. I know that it is the earnest desire of my hon. Friends that this measure 
should be passed before we all leave for our places. I, therefore, realize 
that there is little time at my disposal and I would do nothing which may 
cause delay in the passage of this Bill. If I were to enter into discussion 
on all the amendments that have been given notice of by me, it will take 
much time of the House and for which no time is being allowed tome. By 
another provision the Government may include whenever it likes any article 
or commodity other than the present es:ential articles or commodities 
contained in the list of essential articles which come under the definition of 
biack-marketing, But before doing so the trader should be given reasonable 
opportunity to know that a new article or commodity is being included. 
There are two ways of doings, one, is that it be passed in the Legislative 
Assembly and the other is that it should be published in the oficial Gazette 
and the Press. I think itis a reasonable demand. I, however again repeat 
that a sufficient notice should be giventothe trader that such and such 
article or commodity has also been included in the essential articles or 
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relevant amendment moved by me. Sir,a pressure is being put on me that 


I should not press for my other amendments which I leave in deference to | 
the wishes of my hon. Friends, though I think the Bill is being rushed 7 
through without consideration of my amendments, and will therefore fail to . o] 
achieve the desired object. It will tend to increase corruption in the | 
administration and will divert trade from the, hands of honest and scrupulous | 
dealers to those of un-scrupulous and bogus ones. The provision of a minimum 

sentence of 6 months even ina technical offence is never heard of and must 
be severely resented by the trade. Various other provisions of the Bill 
jmpose unreasonable restrictions on the trade and commerce of the State. 
With these remarks, I resume my seat to allow the House to pass the Bill 


_ =a 
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within the few minutes left at its disposal. 7 | 
Mr. Ghairmano: Clause under consideration, amendment moved— 
That at the cud of sub-clause (3), the following be added: .. P 
“In the Gazette for at least 21 days.” 
The motion was lost. 
Mr, Chairman : Question 1S i 


That clause 2 stand part of the Bill. | 


7 The motion was carried, 


CLAUSE 3. 


Sardar Bachan Sicgh (Ludhiana, Central, Sikh, Rural): I move — 
That at the beginning of part (i) tae word ‘“igorous”?” be added, 


= Mhe motion was carried. 
Sardar Bachan Singh (Ludhiana Central, Sikh, Rural), (Hinzt) I move 


i 

i 

That in line 2, for the words ‘‘six months” the words and figures “one year and a 
a fine of Rs. 1,000/-” be substituted. 


} 

| 

Slr, there are two and only two ilis which are cating into the vitals of | 

our society and body: politic. They are corruption and black-market. We are | 

not just now concerned with the former. About the way the latter is ruining | 

out country and nation, there is no need forme to dilate. Very stern : 

measures are necessary to eradicate tuis evil from our society. People have 4 

been advocating capital punishment for this heinious offence. But it is a pity k \ 

that instead of realizing the need for deterrant punishments to root out | 

this evil, our Government is in favour of soft measures and does not agree to : 

make the term of imprisonment for this offence in the Bill at least one year 

is Mince sopndtStead of six months. I would also urge that in addition to imprisonment, 
gif there should be provision for a fine of rupees one thousa.d fot an offence of £ 
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this nature. so that the gerera] putlic may feel assured that the Government 
is really serious about the extirpation of this evil. With these words, I 


commend this amendment for the acceptance of the House. 
Mr. Chairman: Clause under consideration, amendment moved— 


That in line 2, for the words “six months” the words and figures “ore year and 
a fine of Rs. 1,000/-” be substituted 

Shri Kedar Nath Saigaf (Amritsar, General, Rural) (Hindt): Sir, I 
rise to support the amendment moved by my hon. Friend Sardar Bachan 
Singh. Ihave no mind totake much time of the House and I would try 
to finish what I have to say in a few minutes. Sir, the chief reason why 
we were so anxious to oust the previous. Ministry of Dr. Gopi Chand 
Bhargava was our earnest desire to rid this State of the evil of black- 
marketing. Accordingly while electing Shri Bhim Sen Sachar as leader of 
the party, we had got a solemn promise from him that he would do his 
best to root out this evil, and we had in return promised to co-operate with 
him to the fullest extent. Shri Bhim Sen Sachar set about this task but 
with a/lenient attitude in the beginning The :esult was that such an 

atmosphere was created,......0. 


/Mr. Chairman: Please be relevant. 


Shri Kedar Nath Saiga! : Allright, Sir, Ù leave it. Uf we really want 
to eradicate this evil, we shall have to give our assent to the use of very 
stern measures, The example of China and Russia should be followed by 
us with profit. It isa lesson which we cannot ignore. The proposal made 
by Sardar Bachan Singh with regard to the penalties for this anti-social 
offence is of avery modest and lenient nature. I think our Government 
should have no objection to its acceptance. For our part, we are not in 
favour of punishment of imprisonment for such offences. In my opinion, 
punishment by caning or whipping publicly the offenders puilty of black- 
marketing would prove more deterrent than the punishment of the former 
kind. But it appears that those who are sponsoring and supporting this Bill 
prefer imprisonment to any other kind of punishment lest their friends should 
still not be able to shake off their old habits and get convicted for offences 
under the proposed Black-Marketing Act. Keeping thisin view, imprison- 
ment would surely be preferable to them to the punishment of caning in 
a public place. The punishment proposed in the amendment of Sardar 
Bachan Singhis nothing as compared to the punishments awarded for such 
offences in other countries like Russia, where a person was sometime back 
sentenced to death for committing an offence under the rationing rules. All 


(20) 56 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY {ast April, 1950 


[Shri Kedar Nath Saigal] 

that he had done was to get a bogus ration card issued for a friend of his, 
So far as the punishment of fine is concerned, I think no black- marketer 
would feel very mach affected by it. With these words, I support the amend- 


ment. 


Minister for Development (The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa) 
(Punjabi): Sir, we are not unmindful of the fact that the hon. Members > 
of this House are anxious to provide for maximum punishment for offences 
of black-marketing. But I may point out that under the clause relating 
to penalties, imprisonment for a term of six months is the minimum punish- 
ment and the maximam can extend tọ six years imprisonment. Even 


» 


after this measure comes into force, if it is found that black-marketing 
has not been prevented and sterner measures are needed, we shall bring 
in an amending Bill. For the present, I request that this Bill may be passed 


as it is. 
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Mr. Chairman : Question is— 


That in line 2, for the words ‘‘six months” the words and figures ‘‘one year and 
a fine of Rs. 1090/-” be substituted. 


3 
After ascertaining the votes of the House by voices, Mr. Chairman said 


‘I think the Noe: have it.” This opinion was challenged and Division was 
claim d. Mr. Chairman after calling upon those Members who supported the 
claim for Division and these who challenged his decision to rise in their places, 
declared that the Division was unnecessarily claimed. 
The motion was dec ared last. 
Mr. Chairman: Question is: 
That clause 3, as amended, stand part of the Bill, 
The motion was carried, 
CLAUSES 4 to 7. 
Mr. Chairman: Question 1s— 
That clauses 4 to 7 stand part of the Pil!. 
i 


The motion was carried. 


CLAUSE 8. 
Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish (Ambala Division, Land holders): Sir 
I move— 
a ie a TT That in lines 4-5, for the words “after giving reasonable notice” the words “after 
Digitized by; showing proper authority” be substituted. | 
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In my viewin this clause lies the essence of the Bill and if a black- 
marketer is given a reasonable notice before a search is carried out of his 
premizes, he will get a chance to do away with the evidence and I am sure 
nothing incriminating will be recovered from the premises. It is essential 
that the culprit should not be given any chance and the officer who is 
to carry cut the search should be able to do so just by showing him 
the authority. 


Mr. Chairman: Clause Under consideration, amendment moved— 


‘That in lines 4-5, for the words ‘after giving reasonable notice” the worda “after 
showing proper authority” be substituted. 
Minister for Development: Professor Sher Singh is moving an amend- 
ment to this clause and I think it would be better if the hon. Member with- 
draws his amendment. The new amendment will, I hope, satisfy him. 


Pandit Durga Chand Kaushish: In deference to the wishes of the hon. 
Minister I withdraw my amendment. 


The amendment was by leave withdrawn. 


Chaudhri Sher Singh (Jhajjar, General, Rural) (Hindi): I move— 


That ia line 5, between the words “ notice” and ‘‘enter” the words ‘fto the female 


inmates to withdraw” be inserted. 


Sir, where it was necessary that only reasonable time be given to the 
culprits lest they should be z ble to conceal articles, it was also essential that 
due respect should be shown to the female sex. I have tabled this amend- 
ment to assure the latter object. 


Mr Chairman: Clause under consideration, amendment moved — 


That in line 5, between the words ‘‘notice” and “enter” the words “to the female 


inmates to withdraw” be inserted. 


Sardar Swaran Singh Jullundur West, Sikh, Rural): I think, Sir, 
that this amendment is rather defective. Because it gives another loop-hole 


that ifa female is present on tre premises a notice is to be given to her 
to withdraw before a search could be carried out. The letter of the law 
has tobe satisfied before an officer can enter and start a search. This will 
give a chance to the person concerned to do away with the evidence against 
him and the object of the Bill will be defeated. 


Mr. Chairman: Question is— 


That in line 5, between the words “notice” and “enter” the words ‘‘to the female 
inmates to withdraw” be inserted. 


| 


-a 


l 
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(Mr. Chairman] 
After ascerlaining the votes of the House by voices, Mr. Chairman said, : 

“t think the Ayes have it.” This opinion was challenged and Division was = 
claimed. Mr. Chairman after calling upon those Members who supported the j 


claim for Division and those who challenged this decision to rise in their places, 
declared that the Division was unnecessarily claimed. E 
The motion was declared carried. ` 
Mr Chairman: Question is—- 
‘That clause 8, as amended, stand part of the Biil. 


The mation was carried. 


(At this stage Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair). : 


CLAUSES 9 to 15. 
Mr. Speaker: Question is— 


= ‘That clauses 9 to 15 stand part of the Bill. Sa 


The motion was carried. 
CLAUSE 1 
Sub-clause (1) | 
. . i . ny 
Mr. Speaker: Question is— i 
That sub-clause (1) of Ciause | stand part of the Bill. 
The motion was carried, 


TITLE. 
Mr. Speaker: Question is— 
That the Title be the Title of the Bill. 
The motion was carried. 
Minister for Development: Sir, I move— 
That the Punjab Prevention of Black Marketing Billas amended, be passed. 
Mr. Speaker: Motion moved— 
That the Punjab Prevention of Black Marketing Bill, as amenced, be pa sed. 
Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt {(Ex-Member West Punjab Assembly, aa 
representing North-Eastern Towns, General, Urban) (Hindustani): Sir, 
people will laugh at the irresponsible way in which this Bill is being passed 
by this House. I had so many things to say in this regard but for want of 
time I shall confine myself to one or two points only So far as the views of my 
hon. Friend Shri Bhim Sen Sachar are concerned, I am at one with him. But 
the pity is that whenever black marketing is discussed anywhere in the State 
or in the country, people become sentimental and begin to indulge in loose 
talk and overlook the facts which bring it into being. T may here warn 
the House that passing of this Bill is not likely to achieve the desired results. 


Origina: The main reason is that unless and until we have an efficient and honest 
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administration, black marketing must find root in the country in the present 
time; This is reason number one. The reason number two is that so long 
as the State or for that matter the country suffers from shortage of goods, 
it is not possible to put a stop to black-marketing. Tomy mind we should 
do whatever we can to rerove shortage of goods and that can be done if 
we produce more. At present I find that right type of controlled and 
rationed commodities cannot be supplied to the people. Let me here take 
the example of iron and steel. The required quality as also the quantity 
of iron is not available in the State. People are given a quality of iron 
which does not serve their purpose and this fact is known to the Government. 
They sell their quotas and buy the right quality of iron in the black market. 
The Government permits them to do so. I say, is not this black-marketing 
which is being carried on with the permission of the Government ? When this 
is the state of affairs, who will believe that effective steps would be taken 
to eradicate black-marketing from the State? The third thing which I wish 
to point out is that the provisions of this Bill are such that even some 
innocent persons who have some enemity with the police or some other 
officers, might be made to suffer on the basis of false reports. Such posst- 
bility should have been avoided. I am sorry that my hon Friend 5a dar 
Swaran Singh, who had given notice of an amendment which was based 
on principles of jurisprudence, did not choose to move it. It is not proper 


to curtail the powers of trying Magistrates in the matter of granting bail. 


If an accused could produce some suitable person to stand surety for him, 
the Magistrate should have been given the discretion of accepting his bail 
application, if he thought it fit to do so. The mere fact that the police is 
against a certain person would land him in difficulty. Unfortunately, we are 
witnessing a great deal of party politics in this State. If prosecution is 
lodged against a certain person; he should be afforded full opportunity of 
proving his innocence. If he can prove that there is no prima facie case 
against him, there should be no objection to his being enlarged on bail. I 
wish that ordinary principles of jurisprudence should not have been ignored. 
Nobody can have the least sympathy with a person who indulges in black 
marketing but in no case should an accused be deniel of the ordinary 
facilities of defen.jing himself. I am sure that after sometime the Govern- 
ment will realize that the provisions of the Bill with regard to bail are 
unjust and these will have to be modified. 


An hon. Member: Sir, the question may now be put. 
Mr. Speaker : Question is— 


That the question be now put. 


The motion was carried. 
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Minister for Development (The hon. Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa) 


(Punjabi): Tam thankful to the hon. Members who helped in passing this 
Bill, Undoubtedly this Bill had to be passed hurriedly but I feel that even 


the time which has been spent in passing it, was more than necessary. In 
fact, this Bill should have been passed much earlier. One of my hon. 
Friends who made certain suggestions also raised a few objections. With- 


_ out desiring to join issue with him, I beg to submit that some evils are sure 


to persist so long as there is shortage of essential goods. This Bill is 
intended to decrease those evils, as long as the present situation lasts. It 
is essential to have this measure on the Statute Book till proper distribution 


of goods can be made. 


As regards distribution of steel, I beg to submit that permits were issued 
to too large a number of persons. In my opinion these should 
have been issued to only those who were engaged in this trade 
prior to partition. If that had been done, there would have 
been no difficulty in this matter. The number of permits issued was so large 
that the demand for steel could not be met. As a member of the Government, 
I do not blame any particular person for doing so, butit led to such a state 
of affairs that we have to make great effort to set the matter right. In the 
face of short supply of steel, we are trying to meet the demands of those who 
are in nced of it. Formerly, anybody who applied for grant of permit and 
exerted a little, got it. Steps have now been taken to set the mattcr 
right. It has also been laid down that steel should be purchased at the 


' proper price only. 


Then, Sir, it was said that the measure was very severe and even the 
principles of jurisprudence had not been followed. In this connecticn, 
I beg to submit that the suggestions made by some of my hon. Frien is 
were severer still. Some of them suggested” that those who indulged in 
black-marketing should be moved about on donkey-back with biackened faces 
while others recommended their being flogged or even shot dead. The 
punishment proposed in the Bill is much milder than these suggestions. 
If in the pursuit of eradication of the evil of black-marketing even, some 
innocent persons have to suffer, it should not be regarded very unfair. Such 
persons should be regarded as maityrs in the cause of that effort. For 


_these reasons I submit that this Bill should be passed. 


Mr. Speaker : Question is— 


That the Punjab Prevention of Black-inarketing Bill, as amended, be passed, 


The motion was carried. 


o (20) 61 
-4 EAST PUBJAB DISTURBED AREAS} BILL. 
2 A Chief Minister (The hon. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava) Sir, I move — 
= - | That the East Punjab Distrubed Areas Bill be withdrawn. 
“= Sir, in this connection I have to remind the House that the Bill was 
= passed by the Assembly on the 26th of March, 1949. His Excellency the 
TN Governor General has returned this Bill for reconsideration by the House. Ai 
=e. ‘this stage I want to withdraw it so that we may consider the directive of his 
CEN Excellency. 
uy E The motion was carried. 

— . ees 
ae | EAST PUNJAB SPECIAL TRIBUNALS BILL. 
wee Chief Minister : Sir I move— 

oe That the East Punjab Speciel Tribunals Bill be withdrawn , 

i This Bill was also passed by the -House on 26th March, 1949, and has 
been returned by His Excellency the Governor General for re-consideration 
by the House. . At this stage I want to withdraw the Bill. 

The motion was carried. 
The Assembly then adjourned sine die. 
= > 
E 
\ 
‘ \ 

: 4 t 
Origina ` l . EEOLTIEN ` 
Punjab SERER ba Qaumi Press, Jullundur. 
Digitiz w, i 


Panjab & 


SI EEL OZE 


LETT np T ny NB 


mame LIS Da 


LS 


Originaf with; 
PunjabWVidhan Sabha 
Digitizéd by; be 


. 
“vA 
~ a 
tae 
ao ah 
porn Q 
T ĉa 
T we 
naa £d 
ve 
vet 
Dista 
e 3 
~ Cid 
- g 
kae | 
tt 
>, 
(9) 
og 
p 
eo 
+ mensim m aoaeiaa- eeir aaan s aaa a a e a = A He oe nme ps A ON LE RE A mag ypas ‘is 


Panjab 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidlian- 
Digitized by; 
Panjab Digital L 


Yke ah re i = 


a 


einai mapa anise 


ptt ee I i a a 


i 
{ 
j 
i i 
| 
4 
| 
\ 
H ff 
: | 
| 
i 
J 
! 
| 
H 
Í 
I 
| 
i 
i 
| 
H ra 
/ 
' 


Original with; | 

Punjab V fbb Sab bs 
Digitized ae 
Panjab D 


Sabha 


, 
an 


